
10720 North Knoxville Avenue, Peoria Illinois 61615  ◆  Office: 309.691.6322  ◆  greatbanquet@northminster.us 

Peoria Great Banquet 
come to the table . . . 

Ministry of All Believers 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the  
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have  

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

God’s plan of salvation from the beginning was for Him to have for Himself a people who were a nation of 
priests. Exodus 19:1-6 shows us his command to Moses to teach this to the people of Israel while they were in 
the wilderness at Mount Sinai. “And you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the 
words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” Exodus 19:6 

But a nation of priests that did not find its fulfillment until after Jesus’ resurrection. “But you are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” I Peter 2:9-10. 

So, who is this “chosen race”, who are these persons of the “royal priesthood,” this “holy nation” that are “now 
the people of God”?  

It’s anyone who knows Jesus as their Savior and Lord, who have been called out of darkness and into his 
marvelous light, those who have received mercy. His Church. Not the buildings – many of which currently 
stand empty or nearly empty – but we who are scattered all over this community, this nation and the world 
who call Jesus “Lord”. 

We are the Body of Christ. We are the hands and feet of Jesus. We are to meet for mutual encouragement and 
spiritual equipping of each other. We are to represent a Holy God on earth to people in darkness. To stand in 
that gap between God and His marvelous light and people separated from Him by the darkness of their sin. 

The Old Testament recounts the story of Aaron who stood — as the high priest — in God’s presence to atone for 
the sins of the nation. Jesus is now our eternal high priest who stands in God’s presence to atone for the sins of 
his people. Just as Aaron stood between life and death, Jesus is the perfect and eternal high priest who now 
stands for us between life and death. We, his church. are also called to stand in that gap between life and 
death, not like Aaron did, not like Jesus does, but by knowing Jesus as Savior and Lord and making him 
known. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

So, where do we begin? 

The reality of our Lord’s commission, or our status as a nation of priests has not changed in the face of what is 
happening in 2020. It is the same now as it was when Jesus ascended into heaven, the same as it was during 
the Black Death pandemic in the 14th century that took an estimated 50 million lives, the same as it was one 
hundred years ago during the “Spanish Flu” pandemic that took an estimated 50 to 100 million lives. 

The only thing that changes is the application. 

Be active! First and foremost be active in prayer. Pray for our families, pray for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, pray for our community, our nation and the world. Pray for an end to this pandemic. 

During the first few months of the pandemic Reyna and I were self-quarantined, but we still delivered groceries 
and supplies to her parents who are high risk because of their age, and to my son Sam who is at high risk 
because he is a type 1 diabetic. Our Easter celebration was us delivering our traditional Easter ham with 
mashed potatoes and Aunt Carol’s cheesy green beans to Reyna’s parents and my boys. 

But if you cannot deliver groceries or meals or run errands, send encouraging emails, phone calls or letters to 
those in crisis. Our deacon has contacted us regularly during this time checking in on us, because we have 
chosen to continue to a limited self-quarantine, we’ve been a bit out of touch – physically – but he’s still 
reaching out to us. Have a Zoom meeting with friends and family. Have safe socially distanced get together 
with those who are in need. And lastly, wear your mask in public when you cannot maintain physical distance. 
I’m not going to debate whether it’s an infringement on your personal freedom, or the benefits of herd 
immunity, nor how uncomfortable it is to wear one. 

All I know is we are called to stand in the gap between a Holy God and dark and sinful world and being a 
careful and caring citizen — protecting others — in a world which is not our home seems both prudent and 
wise. 

De Colores! 
Michael Ulrich 

Extra Reading: 
Numbers 16:41-50 : Aaron as high priest standing between life and death 
Hebrews 5:1-10: Jesus as the eternal high priest standing between life and eternal death 
Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus’ Great Commission 
 


