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In our culture we’re accustomed to having things 

mostly our way. The average cereal aisle in any 

grocery store provides evidence for the amazing 

number of options with which we’re presented. The 
Cheerios product line alone sports 20 different 

flavors. And if you feel like brushing your teeth 

after you eat your cereal, the Crest and Colgate 

brands combine to give you over 50 options.  

It should be of little surprise then when we take a 

shopper’s approach to our faith: “I hear there’s a 

good deal on encouragement and eternal life, but 

the cost of patience and evangelism is outrageous!” 
So we bag up those things we place in our spiritual 

cart, and leave on the shelves the items we find less 

desirable. 

Celebrating our preferences over and above God’s 

full instructions dishonors God, and that amounts to 

sin. The horror and repugnancy of sin alone ought 

to be enough to send us back to God in humility, 

seeking his forgiveness. Yet, maybe—just maybe—
our own selfishness might actually work to help us 

here. When we settle for our wisdom instead of 

trusting God’s instructions, we actually hurt 

ourselves. Therefore to serve our own best interest 

the better choice is to yield to the full teaching of 

the Bible. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Click here to read last month’s newsletter. 
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Growing in Christ — cont. 

The Bible does not teach that God wishes to make 

us into religious jerks and spiritual wackos. It does, 

however, clearly communicate that God intends to 

conform us to the very image of Christ. (Rom 8:29;  
2 Cor 3:18; Gal 4:19). Wow! Here we are, trying to 

live up to that other family that just posted on 

Facebook about their incredible children and 

fabulous trip, when the whole time God is focusing 

his attention on helping us to become like Jesus. 

What if we simply said to 

God each day this month, 

“Please form me more into 
the image of Jesus today.”? 

Sure, it’s just one month— 

and only 29 days at that, 

but it’s a beginning. 

Consider the work that 

God might accomplish as 

you present yourself to him  

each day. Maybe he’ll grow a more compassionate 

heart in you, or present you with opportunities to 

share your faith, or free you from the bondage of 

greed, envy and jealousy. When March 1st arrives, 
we might not know the sum total of all that God 

accomplished in us, but we can trust that what he 

begins this month he will bring to completion month 

by month by month until Jesus returns and all things— 

including us—experience the newness and fullness 

of life in the new heaven and new earth. 

Bob Jordan  
Lead Pastor 

bobj@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 (x109) 

(Continued from page 1) 

What if we 
simply said to 
God each day 
this month, 

“Please form me 
more into the 
image of Jesus 

today.”? 

 

Preparing for Easter 
The death and resurrection of Jesus is the most 

significant event in all of history, bar none. Each 

year, Christians celebrate this event with a Good 

Friday and an Easter Sunday service. Far more than 
a day to get out of school early, Good Friday is an 

acknowledgment that Jesus died for MY sins, and 

far more than an occasion to wear the latest in spring 

fashion, Easter is a rejoicing over the death of death.  

In a time when every cause seems to have its day 

(February 22nd is evidently International World 

Thinking Day), Good Friday and, especially Easter, can 

seem like one more opportunity for stores to sell 

candy, people to buy cards and moms and dads to 

wrangle everyone into a family picture. Yet Good 

Friday and Easter are not your ordinary special days. 
The end of sin’s power and the conquering of death 

have eternal consequences. What occurred on these 

two days two millennia ago meant that people 

subsequently have a legitimate 

and effectual way to avoid hell 

and spend all of eternity with God. 

What these two days stand for is so meaningful that 

Church leaders long ago wisely set aside six weeks 

for mental, emotional and spiritual preparation. This 

season of days is called Lent. This year, Lent will 

begin on February 26th, and we’ll hold our Ash 

Wednesday service that night. So even as you 

read this newsletter article, consider preparing to 
prepare! God will meet us in Lent (spoiler: He will 

meet us on just about any day of the year!), and he 

is more than able to use our dedicated attention 

and our expectations to grow to prepare us for an 

Easter worth remembering. 

 

mailto:bobj@northminster.us
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Great Expectations 
Northminster’s Goal for 2020, All NPCers Expect to 

Grow, can read a little funny. In fact, the Elders were 

first drawn to other words: dare to grow, choose to 

grow, etc. Yet good theology won the day. The 
Bible teaches that God is the one who does the 

heavy lifting in our lives; it is he who transforms us 

through the work of his Spirit. He might change the 

way we think about people in poverty so that it’s 

more like how Jesus thinks about them, or God 

might grow our patience toward others in our own 

family. The list of transformations that God will 

accomplish in us is seemingly endless! 

So what’s our job? If God is the true transformer, do 

we have any responsibility in our own spiritual 

growth? Absolutely. Our role is to expect God to do 

what God has promised to do. So when we open 

our Bible and begin to read the Gospel of Matthew, 

for example, our job is to expect God to use the 

words and the stories to change us. Initially it might 

be a new understanding about what God is really 
like or a new willingness to apply a particular 

instruction. Each new understanding and new 

willingness is part of God’s transforming work!  

If we attempt to accomplish spiritual growth on our 

own, by our own efforts and according to our own 

schedules, we’ll find ourselves given either to 

despair or to pride: “Look what I did!” or conversely, 

“Look what I failed to do.”  

Expecting God to do what God has promised to do 

is one of the smartest and greatest decisions we 

can ever make. Expect God to make you more 

patient. Expect God to teach you how to share your 

faith with others. Expect God to train you in the art 

of forgiveness. forgive. Expect God to form you into  

a more faithful spouse. 

Great expectations like these lead us back into the 

Bible, and into Life Groups, and to church on 

Sundays, and out into mission opportunities. In 
expecting to grow, we find ourselves learning to 

lower our defenses to God’s teaching and leading 

in our lives. Our “yeses” to God start out numbering 

our “not right nows.” Before we realize it, people 

are seeing changes in us, and they start asking us 

questions, wanting some of those changes for 

themselves.  

So let’s expect; let’s harbor great expectations for 
what God will accomplish in us this year, and next 

year, and even the year after that! 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Sunday, February 9
th

 at 9:30 am 

To include Ratification of the 2020 Budget, Celebration of Life, Meeting  

of the Corporation, and Election of Nominating Team Member at Large. 

Annual Reports will be available in February. 
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As we move into 2020 with a commitment to 

“expect to grow” I have been reflecting on my own 

growth as a follower of Jesus. I began asking 

myself: what are the things I’ve experienced that 
have led to real spiritual growth in my life. Here are 

the four big things that come to mind. Maybe 

you’ve experienced things like them as well! 

1. Taking the Bible seriously. One of the most 

massive explosions of growth in faith I ever 

experienced was when I began to get serious about 

studying the Bible. I had grown up in church and I 

read my Bible frequently; but it wasn’t until just 

after college that I began to see Scripture as a 

guide for my life. I started really looking to God’s 

Word as the source of direction for my behavior 
and beliefs. This happened in two key venues: the 

first was in personal Bible study. It wasn’t a magic 

thing; I just became disciplined enough to begin to 

read my Bible almost daily. And as I spent regular 

time in the Word, I noticed that God was shaping 

me through it. It was speaking to my daily life and 

it allowed me to know the love of God in ways I had 

never experienced before. The other key way I 
began to take the Bible seriously was in committing 

to regular Bible study with others. I had a busy 

schedule, but I was convinced that giving up a 

night or two of my week to be with other believers 

around God’s word was important. And so, I began 

to attend weekly adult Bible study. It really changed 

my life. I began to get to know God better and to 

hear from Him through the study of His word. The 
single biggest tool I know for growing in faith is 

to commit to learning and living God’s Word. 

2. Getting in regular community. You don’t grow 

alone – God never intended the spiritual life to be 

pursued individually. I experienced God growing 

me in faithfulness as I began to share my life with 

others. Ever since I became really committed to 

following Jesus, I have seen the power that other 

followers of Jesus have in my life to help me stretch 

into new areas of faithfulness and obedience. I found 
community in a small group where we discussed 

God’s truth and were vulnerable about our own 

lives and struggles. It was a place to ask questions, 

confess sin, care for others and share in joys and 

hardships. In true community I found that I didn’t 

have to pretend that everything was okay, or that 

I had it altogether; and instead I discovered that 

people would pray for me and love me and 
encourage me as I explored the desire to increase 

in Christlikeness. 

3. Trusting God through tough times. Some of 
the biggest growing seasons of my life have also 

been some of the hardest seasons of my life. In 

times of loss, sorrow, hardship, confusion or 

disappointment I have experienced the best 

opportunities to learn what it really was to have 

faith in God. As I have seen God steadily by my side 

in very hard circumstances, I have learned to trust in 

His presence and submit to His will. There is growth 
that happened to me in hard situations that could 

never have happened in the smooth, easy parts of 

life. The truth is: God uses hardships to make our 

lives look more like Jesus – and part of spiritual 

maturity is learning to recognize that even in 

“bad” things God can be working for our good.  

4. Stepping into leadership. Finally, I have seen a 

massive amount of spiritual growth in my life in the 

places where I took a risk to help lead ministry at 

my church. I wasn’t always a pastor; I haven’t always 

worked in churches. So, there was a time when I 
was just a young adult being asked to help out 

with the youth group and with worship team. I 

could have said no to those requests. But instead, 

I chose to get involved and to sacrifice some time 

and effort to help serve others. As I did, I began 

to notice that I was right where God wanted me 

to be. The things I didn’t think I wanted to do or 
things I didn’t think I was able to do were exactly 

the things where I saw God most at work in my life. 

Stepping out into leadership, regular volunteering 

or serving can be a massive tool that God uses in 

our lives to help us grow in faithfulness to Him. 

Jocelyn Smolik 
Pastor of Spiritual Formation 

joss@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 X 108 

 

Where I’ve Seen Growth 

mailto:joss@northminster.us
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Do you know any unchurched people who are 

hurting, who are carrying burdens and sorrows? 

Consider that God has put them in your path and 

has put you in theirs. Here are three first steps you 
can take to represent the love of Christ to them: 

 First, pray for the person. Pray for a resolution 

to the crisis in his or her life 

 Second, pray that the individual would be open 

to share with you not only about the needs and 

struggles he/she is facing, but also to discuss 

spiritual matters with you.  

 Third, pray that the person would be willing to 

visit Northminster with you and join you for an 

after-service brunch when you make the offer.  

If you notice, three of the best things we can do to 

reach out to unchurched friends who are hurting is 

to pray, pray and pray!  

Danny Schell 
prayforyou2@yahoo.com 

 

  

 

Podcast Sound Off 
A great way to grow in Christ is to listen to podcasts. 
I listen while I’m doing daily tasks like dinner prep, 

laundry, shoveling snow, driving, and more. Podcasts 

can be downloaded for free on your podcast player 

app on your smart phone or you can listen via 

websites. Each month the newsletter will feature 

podcasts that NPCers personally recommend and 

this is our first installment.  

 Gospel In Life – Timothy Keller Sermons Podcast. 
Timothy Keller is a prolific Christian author who 

pastors Redeemer Presbyterian Church of New 

York City. A great one to start with relates to our 

2019 thematic goal, episode 331-Hospitality and 

God’s Grace. The current series that I am in the 

middle of is on Christian growth and begins with 

episode 348 – How Can We Grow. 

To listen on your smart phone, open your podcast 
app, click search, and type in Gospel In Life. To 

listen on your computer, google “Gospel In Life 

podcasts”.  

I hope you enjoy listening and growing as much 

as I do! 

      Joanna Stuck 

Worship Leader 
Search 

With the position description posted, we’ve begun 

to receive resumes. The HR team is serving as the 

initial reviewers of candidates, and will involve 

others when the final candidates are determined. 
Along the way, the team will use questionnaires 

and phone interviews to get to know candidates 

better. Your help is requested in the form of prayer 

and in spreading the news of the job openings to 

as many people as you can. Job descriptions can 

be found at http://www.northminster.us/about/

jobs. Who knows if God might use your friend in 

Boise, Idaho, or your second cousin in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, to connect us to the person God 

would have join us in ministry! HR Team Members: 

Adam Curry, David Edwards, Ric Stuck, Tina 

Vandermyde, and Bob Jordan. 

A special thanks goes out to our Music Ministry 

leaders, teams and members. The gift of their time 

and talents are truly appreciated! 

Bob Jordan 

When Unchurched People Hurt 

Speaking of Jesus 

mailto:prayforyou2@yahoo.com
http://www.northminster.us/about/jobs
http://www.northminster.us/about/jobs
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My Growth in Christ 
Happy new decade! As we move into 2020, we want 

to continue to build on our focus from 2019 on 

uncommon, everyday hospitality. This year, 

Northminster Presbyterian Church’s (NPC) goal is: 
All NPCers will expect to grow.  

God desires for His followers to grow in love, 

knowledge, and faith in order to become more like 

Christ.  

A couple of areas that have had a positive impact 

on my journey in growing to be more like Christ 

have been Bible studies and personal book studies. 

I have been attending the Bible study led by Jos on 

Thursday nights at 7:00. My Biblical knowledge has 

grown significantly by spending more time in God’s 

word and through some great discussion with 
others in the class. During the past year, I learned 

about how God can use broken people in amazing 

ways and that His blessings do not rely on humans. 

Abraham was far from perfect, yet God poured out 

His blessings on him.  

Another way God has grown me is through reading 

and studying several books over the past year. One 

book I read is called God on Mute by Pete Greig. In 

this book, he writes about wrestling with prayer 

through a very difficult time in his life and how it 

can sometimes feel like our prayers are going 

unanswered. There have been times in my life when I 

felt the same way, so I decided to give the book a 

try. Through this book, I was able to better 
understand that sometimes the answer to prayer is 

“no.” However, that doesn’t mean that God isn’t 

listening or has stopped loving me. Through this 

experience, my prayer life has grown and been 

transformed to focus more on God’s will for my life. 

There are so many great ways to deepen our 
relationship with Christ. For me, Bible studies and 

reading have been very helpful over this past year. I 

encourage you to be honest with yourself and 

identify some areas where you need to grow. Maybe 

you are geared more towards a Life Group, Great 

Banquet, listening to podcast, etc. That’s great; go 

for it! You are passionately and relentlessly loved by 

God. Take that next step to grow a deeper and 
more personal relationship with Him. 

Joe Mason 
Northminster Elder 

joemason76@gmail.com 

 

 

Meet Joe Mason! 
1. Favorite fast food meal: Jersey Mike’s  

2. Place you’d love to travel to: Ireland 

3. If I could time-travel: I would travel 
back to 1968 to see Johnny Cash 
perform at Folsom Prison....not as an 
inmate though! (Maybe introduce 
Kairos?!) 

4. Favorite novel - Cash: The 
Autobiography of Johnny Cash 

5. Favorite animal - Giant Panda 

SAM 

JANE 

mailto:joemason76@gmail.com
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February is Black History Month and is great timing 

for us to continue to be growing in understanding 

one another. An important step to take in order to 

grow relationships is to educate ourselves. Below are 
some resources I’ve used to grow in understanding 

both my place in American history as part of majority 

culture and the experiences of those of African 

descent. When I understand more about myself and 

about my neighbor then I will be more effective 

when I try to build a relationship that ministers the 

love of Christ, and I will be more responsive when 

others try to do that with me. 

Below is a list of just a few resources that have 

helped me: 

 MLK50 talks 

All the conference media from this event is 

available for free at the Gospel Coalition 

website and provides excellent teaching from 

many sources. You can listen and watch at this 

link. https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/

conference/mlk50/ 

 Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and 
Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 
This book is a bestseller that was recently made 

into a movie. I have not yet seen the movie, but 

the book opened my eyes to the justice system 

in our country by presenting both statistics and 

personal stories. 

 The PBS series “Finding Your Roots” 
on the PBS app and Amazon prime – This show 

traces the genealogy of famous Americans and 

answers basic questions all people ask like 

where am I from and who are my people. It’s a 

great way to personalize history and understand 

how situations of the past impact the present. 

 “A Conversation with my Black Son” 
A NYTimes 5-minute documentary on a 

conversation parents have with their sons who 

are the same age as my daughters. I was deeply 

affected by this video several years ago when it 

was released and saddened that I had not 

known before that this conversation was had by 

parents and children whose skin color is 
different than mine. Just google the title and 

you should be able to find it. If you sign up for a 

free trial NYTimes account, you will be able to 

view a series of conversations on race in 

America and they will be worth your time. 

 Be the Bridge – Pursuing God’s 
Heart for Racial Reconciliation    

by Latasha Morrison 

I have just begun to read this book and am so 

excited to grow. It is a perspective-shifting book 

that not only provides understanding but also a 

way forward with a gospel focus. 

 Jos’ sermon dated April 2017  
Jos connected her personal story with the 

events following the shooting of Michael Brown 

in Ferguson, Missouri in 2014 and urged us to 

respond to the gospel imperative to embrace 

diverse people (Revelation 7:9-10). Click this link 

to listen, https://vimeo.com/215532294 

The more I read/listen/watch, the more I realize that 

I need to learn more. Let’s talk sometime about 

what you are learning and how your relationships 
are growing because of it. Let’s grow in loving one 

another together! 

Joanna Stuck 
Northminster Elder 

stuckrj@hotmail.com 

Black History Month  
Honoring Black History Month through Increasing Understanding 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegospelcoalition.org%2Fconference%2Fmlk50%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb7e2073f95fe44977d5908d79dd426e1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637151406812650754&sdata=vlCb0N9VD3W%2Fa05DLNu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegospelcoalition.org%2Fconference%2Fmlk50%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb7e2073f95fe44977d5908d79dd426e1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637151406812650754&sdata=vlCb0N9VD3W%2Fa05DLNu
https://vimeo.com/215532294
mailto:stuckrj@hotmail.com
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God moved my heart recently, and I want to share 

my experience with you. In December, I had the 

opportunity to give our board of Elders a verbal 

report about our children’s ministry. At the end of 
our time together they asked how they could pray 

for me and our Children’s Ministries. I responded, 

“Pray for growth. Pray that I grow as a leader. Pray 

Children’s Ministry grows.” It was and is my sincere 

prayer. 

The following morning Bob announced in our staff 
meeting that our 2020 goal is Expect to GROW! I guess 

God has to be pretty direct with me! Northminster’s 

Elders were already discerning that goal long before 

their meeting, and God had placed the same call on 

my heart. I want to grow. I need to grow. I’m 

thankful that God made it so clear 

that this is a season for growth.  

I am excited about the opportunities 

to grow here at Northminster, and 

I cannot wait to see where God 

will take us! 

Kristen 

Frederick 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

kristenf@northminster.us 

309.691.6322 (x105) 

 Confirmed Call to Grow 

Here for Good  
Here for Good is an initiative being launched by the 

Dream Center to build relationships and meet the 

needs of the people living in our city. This will be 

accomplished by forming teams that will spend 

time in the neighborhoods on the first Saturday of 

every month—serving, praying, and establishing 

friendships with the people there. 
 Training - Saturday, February 1st, 9:00-11:30 

 Launch - Saturday, March 7th, 9:00-12:00 

Watch this video online for more information: 

tiny.cc/HereForGood 

 
Shelter Care Team 
The DCP Shelter Care Team is designed to help 

encourage and pray with ladies staying in their 

Homeless Shelter who have been rescued from sex 

trafficking and domestic violence. They also minister 

to a lot of pregnant moms. The team will consist of 
ladies (18 years+) who are strong in their faith and 

full of compassion. Free training will be provided. 

Sign up at tiny.cc/DCPCareTeam.  

 

Soup & Soul 
Tuesday, February 18th, 4:30-7:00pm  

Come sip some of Peoria’s best soups while supporting 

the Dream Center! Cost for a great night of food, 

friends, and music is only $10. Tickets are available 

at tiny.cc/SoupandSoul 

 
PROMise of Hope 
Friday, March 6th, 6:00-8:00pm 

Saturday, March 7th, 9:00am-12:00pm 

Area high school young ladies are invited to shop 
for a FREE prom dress, shoes, and accessories. Many 

volunteers are needed to help with this awesome 

event.  To sign up, go to tiny.cc/PROMise. 

 
Meals for the Shelter 
Dream Center’s homeless shelter is looking for 

small groups to serve a meal on Saturdays, 5:00-

6:00pm. Life Groups, 1820 Groups, Dinner Group, 

friends — any group is encouraged to step out of 

their comfort zone and provide this special gift for 

the residents in the shelter.  

Dream Center Opportunities 

For questions on any of these events, please contact LeeAnn Glatz (jlglatz@hotmail.com, 309.453.1005) 

mailto:kristenf@northminster.us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UA6Qh93lzEw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e49aeaa28a4f58-shelter3
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/soup-soul-tickets-83990404561
http://tiny.cc/PROMise
mailto:jlglatz@hotmail.com
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Growing in Christ at the NLC 
Hi everyone! My name is Doree Bonn. I have been 

working at Northminster Learning Center for nine 

years. I feel that my relationship with God has grown 

tremendously during this time. In the world today it 
is very easy to get distracted with the things around 

us. It is so important to spend time with the Lord. 

First off, I am very blessed to have my husband, 

Chris ,to be with me every day in my walk with the 

Lord. He is always there to encourage me, lift me 

up, and provide scriptures to give me peace no 

matter what I am going through. This is a big part 

of my growth in Christ. 

I am very blessed to be able to work in a place 

where we can express our love for Christ every day. 

In addition, I am able surround myself with Christian 

friends which is such an important part of growing 

in Christ. God gives us the Holy Spirt to empower us 

to pray and encourage each other! 

One of my favorite things to do is put on the armor 

of God! Ephesians 6:13, “Therefore put on the full 
armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 

you will be able to stand your ground, and after you 

have done everything, to stand.” 

I also lean on the many 

names of Jesus such as: 

Jehovah Raah- The Lord is 

my Shepherd. It is 
imperative that we follow 

Him daily by spending 

time in prayer, reading the 

Bible, and attending 

church. 

I want to encourage you with Colossians 2:6-7, “So 

then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue 

to live your lives in Him, rooted and built up in Him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 

overflowing with thankfulness.” 

 Doree Bonn  
 Learning Center Teacher 

djbskiing@gmail.com 

 

Meet the Ogdens—an NLC Family! 
Hi!  We are Eric & Erica Ogden. We have three 
daughters, Addison, 6, Savannah, 4, and Brooklyn, 1. 

Our oldest, Addison, attended NLC from Curiosity 
Corner to Kindergarten. Our middle, Savannah, 
currently attends preschool and will do Kindergarten 
at NLC in the fall. And our youngest, Brooklyn, wishes 
she could be in a class!  

Northminster and I, Erica, go way back. When I was 
in middle school, I babysat Stacy Berg’s, the then 
director, kiddos in a nursery room while she ran the 
aftercare program. Since then I have also worked 
aftercare and summer camp. 

Addison’s favorite memory about Northminster is 
her Kindergarten class. Mrs. Stanton and the other 
children became such a close family. They all miss 
each other!  

Savannah’s favorite thing is playing with her friends 
and Godly play stories. 

Eric and I enjoy the family you become with the 
staff, teachers, students, and parents. We love the 
Christian environment and play based learning! 

mailto:djbskiing@gmail.com
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How to Help a Teenager Grow 
This year Northminster’s church-wide focus is: 

Expect to Grow. We want to see every person who is 

part of our family growing in their relationship with 

Jesus. For parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles or 
anyone interested in helping teenagers grow in 

their faith, here are some practical ideas to come 

alongside them as they grow in Christ. 

1. Pray for them. The most PRACTICAL thing you 

can do to help a student grow in their walk with 

Jesus is to pray for them. Make your prayers 

SPECIFIC (How do you want to see them 

develop? What are you asking GOD to do in 
their lives?) and CONSISTENT (Make prayer for 

your teenager’s spiritual development a regular/

daily item you bring before God.) 

2. Make sure the teenager in your life has a 

good Bible they can call their own. I often get 

asked about recommending Bibles for 

teenagers. There are lots of good options. I 

usually recommend the NIV or the ESV 
translations for teenagers. Consider the size of 

the Bible (too big/thick and it’s hard to carry 

around) and the resources in it. (a concordance, 

a good index and book introductions are great 

options, but “teen specific” content can be hit in 

miss and isn’t really necessary) 

3. Have conversations about the faith, and if 

you disagree, don’t try to win. Begin a habit of 

talking with your teenager about YOUR faith. 

Tell them about what you believe, why you 

believe it and even about questions you have. 

THEN, ask them about what they think; but 

make it safe. Remember, you want to have 

conversations, not arguments! Disagreement is 

often OK, especially if it means you’ve earned 

the right to talk some more another time. 

4. Offer to read the Bible with them from time 
to time. Ask the teenager in your life if they 

would be willing to read Scripture with you. Pick 

a chapter or short book to read together, and 

then take a walk or go grab breakfast and talk 

about it. Show them how YOU read scripture 

and use it in your own life. 

5. Learn about their world and ask questions. 

Do some basic research about teenagers. Search 
google and learn about the most popular YouTube 

channels for teenagers, what music they are 

listening to, video games teenagers play and 

what apps they use the most (have you heard of 

TikTok?). Ask your teenager to help you 

understand why these things are important to 

them. Have an open mind. If you show genuine 

and respectful interest in their lives you are 
building bridges that will help you talk about 

spiritual things later on. 

6. Be patient. Growth is slow, sometimes even 

imperceptible; but that doesn’t mean it’s not 

taking place. The teenager in your life may 

never say it or even show it, but you can have a 

real influence on her/his spiritual life just by 

showing you care enough to talk about it with 
them. We can trust God – He cares even more 

for our teenagers than we do; and He will be 

faithful to work in their lives. 
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Book Suggestions 
Books that Spurred Growth in My Walk with God 

In addition to Bible study, sermons, mentor relationships and life experiences, God has used books (both read 
and listened to) in my life to stir new seasons of spiritual growth for me. Below are a few of them that seemed 
to arrive at the right time, providing what I needed to hear. 

The Fight by John White.  I read this 
book in junior high, and it gave me a 
sense of the depth of relationship that 
God truly wanted me to enjoy with him. 

 
Celebration of Discipline by Richard 
Foster. I either first read this book in high 
school or in college and was blown away 
by how Foster showed the type of 
relationship with God I could have and 
the means by which I could participate in 
living into that relationship. 

 
Who Switched the Price Tags by Tony 
Campolo. This book, which I read in 
college, totally challenges the typical 
North American, culturally-Christian 
lifestyle. Campolo is not only a great 
story teller, he lives stories worth telling. 
Taking Jesus’ teaching at face value, he 
puts it into action and shows what life can 
look like when we trust Jesus to show up. 

 
Loving God by Chuck Colson. Shortly 
after college, when I was working as a 
civil engineer, I was stationed in the high 
desert north of LA for a week to interact 
with the public regarding one of our 
proposed flood control projects. No one 
came to ask questions or provide 
comments, but I did read Colson’s book! 
It was another splash of refreshing clarity 
on what the Christian life is meant to be.  
 
Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. I 
read this little book while in seminary. It’s 
awesome. In this treatise on Christian 
community, Bonhoeffer pulls no punches. 
Given his personal testimony regarding 
the subject material, he writes with that 
rare combination of biblical and personal 
integrity. If you want to grow your view of 
church and fellowship and love, work 
your way through Life Together. 

The Way of the Heart by Henri Nouwen. 
During my career as a pastor, I’ve read 
and enjoyed a number of Nouwen’s 
books, but for me The Way of the Heart is 
the one I recommend most often. In a 
relatively small number of pages, 
Nouwen makes clear the opportunities 
we have to enjoy life in God’s presence. It 
is incredibly rich and rewarding. 

 
The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind by 
Mark Noll. We often take the way we 
think for granted, not questioning our 
underlying assumptions and how they 
came into being. Noll explores the good, 
the bad and the ugly of the intellectual 
underpinnings of modern evangelicalism 
in North America. Though I read this book 
a number of years ago, I find it particular 
relevant to our current national discourse 
regarding evangelicals and the positions 
they hold. For me personally, the book has 
helped me to combat intellectual laziness 
in my life. 

Of course there are others. These were just some 
that came at the right time to shove me off islands 
of complacency. Other authors like Dallas Willard, 
Tim Keller, NT Wright, Thomas Merton and Philip 
Yancey have also been incredibly helpful. Whether 
you read or listen to books, I’d love to hear what 
books God is using in your life to help you grow in 
Christ. Email me your list (bobj@northminster.us)! 

mailto:bobj@northminster.us
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Have you joined a Life Group? If not, then let me 

tell you a bit about being a member of one. 

Life Groups are small groups, usually up to 10-15 

people, that meet during each week to study the 

current sermon series in depth and to enjoy 

fellowship with one another. It’s a great way to 

meet new people and share the love of Christ!  

The groups meet either in the church or in a 

member’s home at the same time each week so it 

becomes part of your routine and is such a 

rewarding time together. The groups focus on the 

sermon and moving “In-Up-Out”.  

“IN” – building friendships in the church, “UP”- 

applying the Bible in our everyday lives, “OUT”- 

discussing how we can best spread God’s love into 

the community and around the world. All the 

materials are included in the weekly bulletin and 

online. 

Frank and I have thoroughly enjoyed this 

experience and feel so much better connected as 

members of the church community and as servants 

of Christ. If you have not made this commitment, I 

strongly urge you to do so…you will be so blessed 

in your journey as a person and as our Lord’s 

servant in this world. 

Love and blessings, 

 

Robin McCrackin 
Northminster Member 

fwmccrackin@comcast.net 

Let Me Tell You About Life Groups 

And Jesus said to the crowd, “Heads up! Be on your 

guard! Greed is pervasive and horribly deceptive, for 

life is intended for something way more valuable 

than “wealth performance” or “early retirement” or a 
“life of leisure.” And he told them a parable saying, 

“The career professional’s income was such that her 

portfolio grew year by year. She said to herself, ‘What 

shall I do, for I have a year’s salary in the bank, and 

I’m maxed out on my pretax retirement contributions.’ 

And she said, ‘I will do this: I will choose an index 

fund with a solid 10 year performance and keep 

making contributions. And one day soon I’ll be able 
to say to myself, ‘Self, you’ve done it. You’ve got more 

than enough now. It’s your time to chill, travel, and 

enjoy the finer things in life.’’ But God said to her, 

‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and all 

that you’ve stored up, whose will they be?’ Make the 

connection! This is what it’s like for the person who 

lays up treasures for themselves and is not rich 

toward God.” 

 

Reflections:  

What do you think? How accurate is this paraphrase 
to the teaching Jesus provides in Luke? Where does 

it fall short? Where does it assume too much? How 

would Jesus put the parable today if he were 

speaking to our church on a Sunday morning? 

What does he want us to learn? 

The Parable of the Index Fund 

A Modern Day, American Middleclass Paraphrase of Luke 12:15-21 

mailto:fwmccrackin@comcast.net
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 ECO National Gathering in Dallas 

February 3
rd

-6
th

  
 

 Annual Congregational Meeting 

February 9
th

, 9:30am 
 

 Ash Wednesday Service 

February 26
th

, 7:00pm 
 

 Men’s Great Banquet  

February 27
th

-March 1
st
 

 

 Women’s Great Banquet 

March 5
th

-8
th

 
 

 Middle SChool Discipleship Weekend 

March 13
th

-14
th

  
 

 Starting Point 

Sunday, March 15
th

  
 

Upcoming Events 

Ash Wednesday 
February 26

th
 

 

  *see page 2 for details 

February Birthdays 

2 
Pam Milam 

Shannan Werckle 
 3 Paula Brattin  4 Gideon Curry  5 Nicole Kammeyer 

6 Mike Hieber  8 
Cheryl Borino 

Vicky Jordan 

Brandon Edwards 
 9 Susan Brandolino  10 

Dawson Young 

Jerry Halverson 

11 Janet Quintiliani  12 Rob Crothers  13 Lisa Cunningham  14 
Lori Curry 

Brad Finley 

17 Max Roberts  18 Luke Sherwood  21 
Zach Kammeyer 

Abby Petran 
 22 Blake Finley 

23 
Kristi Fields 

Dick Raguet 
 25 

Jon McCrackin 

Greg Manship 
 26 Kayla Nordin  27 LeeAnn Glatz 

28 
Jane Mason 

Sarah Stier 
         Let us know if we missed someone’s birthday!  


