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Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16  

Written By: Rev. Harlene Harden, Retired Clergy 

 

The declaration of the Old Testament found in Jeremiah 

33:14-16 gave the people of his day and us today, a 

vision of God’s hope and promise for peace and justice. 

The prophet proclaimed that one day the time was surely 

coming when God’s promise would be fulfilled - just not 

yet. For us living in the 21st century, we know this time 

as Advent which means coming. This starts on November 

28 and ends the fourth week of December with the birth 

of Jesus. 

 

Advent is also considered a season of waiting, of 

preparation, and anticipation. It is a time of Hope as the 

prophets of Old proclaimed. The time has come, but the 

promise has not been completely fulfilled. We know the 

fullness of Jesus’ promised presence happened. We know 

part of the promise happened when God sent his Son to 

be among us in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

 

We know also that the Holy Spirit gives us power to be 

the people of God, who will lead society in doing what is 

right and just. That is what it means to be the Body of 

Christ in the world. As members of North Decatur United 

Methodist Church this gives us the reason to embrace 

Hope, Love, Peace and Joy as we experience the 

promised birth of Jesus. This is a holy season, a holy 



time, a holy promise that we have been assured would 

surely come. 

 

Prayer: Lord God, the time is surely coming when 

humanity will embrace your return then your promise 

will be complete. AMEN 

 

 

 
 

 

Scripture: Psalms 25:1-10 

Written By: Jenni Turner  

 

An Anointed Moment 

 

The first week of Advent is a time of reflection and 

prayer. As I began this process I thought about my 

mission trip last year to Honduras in Central America. It 

had been a rewarding and exciting week of serving God 

through teaching children and working with parents. On 

my last day, I eagerly joined the Pastor who was doing 

home visits to residents in need. Our last visit was with a 

mother. Her six children stayed in another room, quietly 

watching. After talking with the mother, the Pastor 

indicated that she only requested prayers for her children 

and asked me to pray. Somewhat startled, I quickly asked 

God to be with me. As I laid my hands on her shoulder, I 

felt God’s hand on mine. 



 

At this anointed moment, prayers flowed for safety, 

health, comfort and God’s strength to empower this 

mother in caring for her family. The psalmist in our text 

says “Show me your ways O Lord, teach me your paths. 

Guide me in your truths for my hope is in you all day 

long.” This moment renewed a deep sense of God’s 

presence in my life. I believe God’s presence graced this 

family with hope, love and peace. God gave me hope and 

the words to say. His touch guided me to witness my 

faith and love with boldness. God used me in a powerful 

way and He will do the same for you. As Advent begins, 

may our hope and faith in God help us prepare for his 

“arrival?” May we be led through scripture, prayer, good 

deeds, and special moments to enrich this magnificent 

entry into the world. 

 

Prayer: Gracious God, we give you thanks for your ever 

presence and ever- lasting love. Help us to serve other in 

the places you have called us too. AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scripture: 1st Thessalonians 3:9 -13 

Written By: Renee Smith 

 

The message of Paul in our reading today is a triad of 

faith, hope and love crucial elements of the Advent 

Season. As we light the candle of Hope, then Peace, 

Love, Joy with the Christ candle in the center as you read 

these devotionals, may the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love always?  

 

How can I thank God enough for all of my family and 

friends and the joy, security and fellowship you have 

always brought to my life? I have been so richly gifted 

with dear ones with whom I have shared priceless 

experiences. I pray every day for your health, happiness 

and safety and for you to be close to God. I hope that all 

the people in our world will one day love one another and 

listen to hear what God has planned for our world, that 

all of us will care for our planet and appreciate all the 

marvelous blessings that are ours. 

 

Prayer: As the time draws near to celebrate the coming 

of our Lord Jesus may we all worship together and 

receive this gift with pure hearts and thankfulness. 

AMEN 

 

 

 

 



Scripture: Luke 21:25-36 

Written By: Bob Stubbs 
  

Hopeful Patience 
  

As we come to the end of this first holy week of Advent, 

the candle of Hope has been lit, so all may see and know 

that the Son of Man is coming. This season of Hope calls 

on us to have eyes to see the signs of His coming and the 

good sense to be ready. Our text warns us to beware of 

the signs that modern-day Christians call climate change 

on earth, angry nations, and the roaring and tossing seas. 

As well as signs of people living in terror and being 

apprehensive of what would happen next. Hopeful 

patience is what was needed then and now for all 

believers and their communities as we await the promise 

return of the Lord. These instructions were given so that 

when these things begin to take place, we would know 

that our redemption was near. Many felt that this would 

never happen in their lifetime, but the parable of the Fig 

Tree would give us evidence and proof that when the tree 

begins to sprout green leaves the promise that the 

Kingdom is near. The 21st century Church needs to hear 

this prophecy and believe. We need to watch for the signs 

and see that the lifegiving assurance of the Gospel is true 

and the Son of Man and his Kingdom is nearer than we 

think.  

 

Prayer: Lord, give us hopeful patience to realize that 

you are with us. AMEN 



 
 

 



Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4 

Written By: Clyde Smith 

 

Becoming a Messenger 

 

The second week of Advent presents us to Malachi, 

whose name means “my messenger”. Who comes to 

share with us an announcement and a warning? The 

Great King will come not only to judge his people but 

also to bless and restore the faithful who loves their God.  

 

A few years ago, someone who claimed to have become 

an atheist provoked me to accuse him of living like a 

Christian – behaving in accord with the example and 

teachings of Jesus. He seemed a little perturbed but not 

angry. He had a Doctorate in Education, was an ‘alternate 

school’ dean, and had taught Comparative World 

Religions. Not long after, he told me he had made a 

promise to God that he would truly believe – if his 

grandson recovered from severe flaccid paralysis. His 

grandson did recover and now is playing football, and my 

friend does believe and is an inspiration to many. I 

believe that sometimes we may reluctantly deliver a God-

inspired message that may change lives. 

 

 

PRAYER: May our faith permits us to move outside our 

comfort zones so we may boldly present God’s message. 

AMEN  



Scripture: Luke 1:68-79 

Written By: Rev. Harlene Harden 

 

As we come to the second week of Advent, we have been 

reminded by the prophets that a messiah is coming, and 

by the gospel, that He will come again. The gospel 

reading in Luke tells us the story of Zechariah, the priest 

and father of John the forerunner of coming messiah. 

Zechariah has been praying in the temple and is visited 

by the angel who informed him that his prayer had been 

heard. Startled and overwhelmed by the good news told 

by the angel, he responds “but how can this be.” His 

doubtful response caused the angel to say, now you will 

be silent and not able to speak until the day everything I 

have told you has come to pass. 

 

This Advent devotion is about pregnancy and pregnancy 

is about waiting. Think about it, Zechariah was already in 

the temple praying about his barren wife. Now after 

hearing that his prayers had been heard, he couldn’t 

believe it. Doubt would hinder his speech for nine 

months allowing him to only watch what is happening 

around him. Perhaps as we pray, let us be silent and 

faithful so we can see and rejoice at the blessings around 

us. Soon something life-giving and holy is about to 

return. The communities of faith in North Decatur and 

around the world are the priests and forerunners, charged 

to prepare the way for the Lord’s return. We are the ones 

who must speak his words of promise, his words of 



salvation and his words of favor that we have longed to 

speak but have been unable to voice. 

 

PRAYER: Dear God, help us remember your covenant 

and give us the knowledge to speak your truth, your 

mercies and your peace as we wait for your return. In 

Jesus name we pray. AMEN 

 

 

 
 

 

Scripture: Philippians 1:9-11 

Written By: Bette Prestwood 

 

A Touching Moment 

 

Advent is the season associated with the birth of Jesus 

Christ in Bethlehem. As I reflect on this Advent season, 

and share my personal experiences with you, let us feel 

the love and righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

 

 My experience of the love, peace and joy of this season 

came during a worship service following the Selma 

March for justice and equity in Montgomery, Alabama. 

For several Sundays after the march, the group began 

going to local churches to see if the churches would 

welcome them and accept them as Christ commanded. 

Many of the churches at that time denied their entrance 



because the members claimed their churches were 

created for worshippers, not protesters. 

 

 My husband, who was a pastor, insisted that the church 

of Jesus Christ would never turn away anyone. Then one 

Sunday, while singing in the choir I was deeply touched 

when at the end of the service, a tall visitor started 

singing the closing hymn “O Love Divine, What Hast 

Thou Done” without a hymnal. After that service I 

realized that the Advent of Jesus was changing hearts and 

people made their way to welcome those who are 

different. 

 

PRAYER: Lord God, please continue to change the 

hearts and minds of people so they can see and 

experience your love. In Jesus name I pray. AMEN 

 

 

 
 

 

Scripture: Luke 3:1-6 

Written By: Rev. Dr. Annie W. Cherry, Elder & 

Virtual Follower 

 

As we journey into the second week of Advent, we hear 

the voice of John the Baptist calling to prepare the way 

for the Lord. Who is this strange man and why is he 

doing this. This holy season of Advent reveals that 



whenever a King would visit a city and his people, he 

would send before him someone to announce his coming. 

John the Baptist was that person. Our gospel lesson says 

that the Word of God “came” to John, similarly to the 

prophets of Old, who talked about this as a “burden of 

the word of the Lord.” This was a strange sign that John 

had been called to preach and tell the world of the 

coming of Jesus and what needed to be done. 

 

This story reminded me that over fifty-five years ago, 

God not only “called” me to preach but placed a burden 

in me to prepare His people. It reminded me of Jeremiah 

20:9, who said, ‘’His word is in my heart like a fire, a fire 

shut up in my bones.” After many affirmations and the 

certainty of His call, I begin to proclaim God’s message 

of repentance and baptism for the people of our 

generation. Advent is the right season to prepare 

ourselves for the gift of salvation that leads to a life that 

honors our Christian faith and allows us to live in peace. 

As we light the candle of Peace today, let us pray:  

 

Gracious God, Make our path and crooked roads straight 

as we strive to follow your percepts so we might bring 

others to know you. AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



Scripture: Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Written by: Anonymous Senior 

 

A Living Prophesy 

 

The third week of Advent allows the prophets of Old to 

speak again nearly 3000 years later. Yet in those days of 

endless national issues, materialism, rising crimes, 

divorce, dishonesty, murder, adultery, and general 

disregard for God --- these are the same endless issues 

we contend with in 2021.  

 

This devotional lifts up the prophet, Zephaniah whose 

purpose was to announce the coming judgment of the 

Lord. These crucial times gives us another perspective of 

biblical history, their dilemma, and their solutions if any. 

People of Old lived in the same atmosphere or worse as 

we do. We are reminded of the evil ways of Jerusalem 

and its people will no longer be tolerated. In their pride 

they would not listen to the voices of God. Leaders were 

out for everything they could get and total disregard and 

willful disobedience to God’s will were the attitudes of 

the day. But the Lord is there, and HE says, “Be patient; 

the time is coming when I will stand up. You will live 

quietly and in peace. No one will make you afraid.” 

 

 “Be glad and rejoice with all your heart.” For the Lord 

will remove His hand of judgment and disperse your 

enemies. And the Lord Himself, the King of Israel will 



live among you! At last our troubles will be over and we 

need not fear any longer. Zephaniah is still speaking 

today, our challenge is to heed the warning, and so in 

doing we may have honor and praise.  

 

Prayer: Thank you God for your grace and forgiveness. 

Thank you for loving us more than we have demonstrated 

our love for you. Thank you also for gathering and giving 

us honor and praise when we follow you. In Jesus name 

we pray. AMEN 

 

 

 
 

 

Scripture: Isaiah 12: 2- 6 

Written By: Brenda Rogers 

 

Singing His Praises 

 

The second week of Advent continues to use the Old 

Testament prophet, namely Isaiah to help us and our 

world to understand the importance of preparation for the 

coming of Jesus to the world. 

 

After reading and rereading Isaiah text many times, I 

learned that his name means “The Lord Saves.” This 

interesting fact says to me that when our eyes are opened 



and we see what sinners we are, we can go to the Creator 

God with a sincere and repentant heart. 

 

This Advent season of preparation and this text says from 

the very first verse that “in that day you will say: “I will 

praise” you O Lord. Although you were angry with me, 

your angry has turned away” and you have comforted 

me.  Our Lord has an unfathomable love for those who 

turn to Him. Yes, He will become our salvation, our 

strength, our joy, our protection, help in time of need, our 

deliverer and guardian of our future.  

 

Now, I encourage all who read this devotional and are 

repentant of heart to shout His praises to your families, 

friends, communities, and the world. Tell everyone who 

He is and all He has done for great is the Holy One of 

Israel.  

 

Prayer for Today: 

Holy Lord God, thank you for preparing our hearts to 

receive your mercy, forgiveness, and salvation. May we 

sing your praises always for your love, joy, and 

protection. AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scripture: Philippians 4:4-7 

Written By: Marilyn Macquarrie 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything, by prayers and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Jesus Christ. Philippians 4:4-7 

 

This pandemic, which we have all experienced, has 

ramped up my anxiety for the past eighteen months and 

changed life as I use to know it. I have at times felt 

isolated, afraid, and uncertain. Yet as this passage 

reminds me, when we feel anxious and despondent, we 

have reason to feel joy in knowing God is here with us, 

whether we feel His presence or not. These words tell us 

that we do not need to be anxious but instead it invites us 

to bring all our big and little worries to God. He can 

handle our biggest messes and fears and give us guidance 

and comfort and the strength to hang on. Remember this 

and may you feel joy, rather than anxiety, as you await 

this year’s celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

 

Prayer: God, when everything seems to be falling apart, 

you are there. When we have more on our plate then we 

can handle, you are there. When we feel forgotten, you 

are there. Help us remember we can prayerfully turn to 

you trusting that your deep love for us will banish our 

anxiety and fear. AMEN 



Scripture:  Luke 3:7-18 

Written By: Kathy Pursley 

 

 

Preparing for Christ has always been a favorite activity at 

our house! We enjoy changing the way our house looks 

as we add all kinds of lights, trees, wreaths, and Nativity 

scenes! We get ready to invite people – family, old 

friends, and perhaps new friends into our home to share 

the joys of Christmas with us. 

 

But in this wonderful season of Advent do we always 

remember to prepare our hearts for the changes God 

wants to see in us?  We read in Luke that when John the 

Baptist spoke to the crowds coming to him for baptism, 

he told them that he would baptize them with water but 

soon the Messiah would come who would baptize with 

the Holy Spirit. John preached the good news to them. 

He instructed them to repent, share, be generous and fair. 

 

It is enjoyable and fun to look at and prepare the visual 

sights of Christmas but the TRUE JOY of this Advent 

season comes when we intentionally spend time with 

God preparing our hearts for His coming and praying for 

a renewed spirit of sharing and giving. That is the joy 

that will stay with us forever and will change our lives – 

just as God did when He entered this world as our Savior. 

 



PRAYER: Father God, we praise you and thank you for 

the gift of Jesus and the joy his coming brought into the 

world. May our actions of sharing and giving reflect our 

obedience to you as we live out our faith in deeds that are 

pleasing to you? AMEN  

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 



Scripture:  Micah 5:2-5a 

Written By:  Fred & Margie Powell 

 

The prophet Micah lived during the 8th century. He was 

a contemporary of Amos and Hosea and his message was 

mainly for the people of two cities, Samaria and 

Jerusalem. This was a time when the people of both cities 

were suffering from cruel leadership which made life for 

the average citizen unbearable as they were treated 

almost as animals. 

 

So when the immediate future of these cities is bleak and 

the citizens are in dire need of something good, 

something that can give them hope for a better future; 

that is exactly what they get from Micah. 

 

He tells of the coming of a Lord who will leave his 

throne in heaven and walk the earth where he will 

address the sins that are afflicting life in the two cities 

and surrounding territories. So as we approach the 

celebration of Jesus’ birth we too can turn over our focus 

and hopes that God will be our salvation in the turbulent 

times in which we now live. 

 

Prayer:  Dear God, in this season of holiness and hope 

stir our hearts to receive and to share your greatest gift, 

Jesus Christ. AMEN 

 

 



Scripture: Psalm 80: 1-7 

Written By: Dr. Rebecca Cline-Cole 

 

Pray, Turn and Look to Jesus 

 

 As we approach the coming of Jesus, we find ourselves 

encouraged to pray – not just as individuals but as a 

community. The psalmist of our text announces the cry 

of a country that was once being cared for like lilies in 

the valley. In this psalm the people in the land cry and 

hope that peace and joy be brought back to their land. We 

too in our land have just gone through some difficult 

times. However, the season of Advent which is being 

ushered in comes with the assurance through the light of 

God Almighty’s face which in verse 7 will being in as 

part of its restoration the hope, peace, love, and joy that 

is associated with this season. This will make us all once 

more feel more comfortable and be at peace with one 

another.  

 

 PRAYER: Dear God, we thank you for the many 

blessings given us. We pray to the Lord for you to let the 

light of this coming season shine to brighten our 

surroundings as well as your light within us. AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 



Scripture: Hebrews 10:5-10 

Written By: Evadne L Hughes, Virtual Worshiper  

 

Advent is the time that we as Christians have set aside to 

wait in anticipation for the coming of Jesus as the 

Messiah. The word Advent was taken from the Latin 

word meaning coming or arrival. 

 

Hebrew chapter 10:5-10 challenges us to look within and 

see if we really understand what this means to us and for 

us as Christians. The early Christians gave animals as 

sacrifices to God for their redemption. However, as we 

read animal sacrifice was not acceptable to God. He 

stated it emphatically. So, Jesus knowing that the father 

was not pleased offered himself to be the sacrifice. 

 

By doing this He showed the insufficiency of animals as 

sacrificial worship when He says that if the blood of 

animals was able to change things, there would be no 

need for these sacrifices year after year. The coming of 

Jesus assured them as well as us that the one perfect 

sacrifice was now available. So as you read this 

devotional, please consider what is being said, so your 

sacrifice is acceptable and pleasing to God. 

 

PRAYER: Gracious and loving God you sent the only 

perfect sacrifice to rescue us. Your grace and love is a 

blessing that we should all be forever grateful. Thank you 

for your love, mercy and forgiveness. AMEN 



Scripture: Luke 1:35-45 

Written by: Mary E. Shirley 
 

B E L I E V E 
 

After reading the scripture lesson from the gospel of 

Luke, I was reminded of a significant time in my life. 

When I became pregnant with my first child it wasn’t the 

best time to bring a child into our lives. My husband was 

going to school while working part time and I was 

working as a School Bus Driver. Like Mary in our 

scripture, when I found out I was carrying a child, I was 

so excited but very scared that maybe we couldn’t 

provide for this child. Then the day came when I felt my 

child growing inside me and I was overwhelmed with 

joy. I knew that God would get us through all this. 

 

Now I have a better understanding of how Mary and 

Elizabeth must have felt when their babies leaped for joy 

and was also filled with the Holy Spirit. During this Holy 

season of Advent, our faith in God and prayers will bring 

us not only through trying times but our text affirms that 

“blessed are they who believes in what the Lord has said, 

he will accomplish.” I believed, Mary and Elizabeth 

believed, and so must all of us who read this devotion.  

  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, when we are scared and unsure 

of ourselves, let us feel your presence. Give us the 

strength to trust in you and to know you are always with 

us to bring us through. AMEN 



REFLECTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REFLECTIONS 


