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Newsletter of First Baptist Church, Mitchell, IN  February 2020 

Announcements 

Youth 

The Youth are playing Top Gold in Indianapolis on Sunday, February 23 after the service. 

Speeders (over 55) 

The Speeders are going to Bud’s Burgers in Bloomington on Thursday, February 20, leaving at 5:00 pm. 
Everyone is invited. 

Women’s Ministry 

The next Women’s Ministry meeting will be on Wednesday, February 19 at 1:00 pm. 

Men’s Breakfast 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be on Saturday, February 15 at 8:00 am. Come for a time of food, fel-
lowship, and biblical encouragement. 

 



The following is taken from the book Pentecost - Today?: The Biblical Basis for Understanding Revival  by Iain 
Murray. The section is entitled: “Revival Will Change the Public Worship of the Churches”. 
 

______________ 
 
It may be thought that if anything needs no further change at the present time it is the worship and praise of 
God. For the fact is that within the last forty years scarcely anything has been changed so much as modes of wor-
ship. The form of worship in many evangelical churches has become almost unrecognizably different from what 
it was before. But the question is whether amidst this transformation the big thing has been addressed, namely 
that worship–as the word itself should remind us–has to do with the worth-ship of God. Fine externals and mu-
sic, beautiful accompaniments, even the Bible and orthodoxy, may be present where there is no real admiration 
of God, no giving to him the glory due to his name. For adoration and worship depend on a living knowledge of 
God (John 4:22). 
 
There is reason to believe that far too much of contemporary discussion of worship is misdirected. The assump-
tion has been that our problems have to do with changing the inherited forms and externals: these relics of the 
past have been judged largely responsible for the dull services which have impoverished churches. Former gen-
erations of Christians, it is supposed, were tradition-bound in the things from which we have recently been liber-
ated. The assumption is that before our day little thought was given to worship. Nothing could be more mistak-
en. But the truth is that in the past worship was addressed from a different standpoint; the first concern was the 
vision of God and the response which Scripture requires of man. In the words of one pastor, "We ought always 
to keep before our eyes on the majesty of God, which dwells in the Church." ... 
 
Our great contemporary need has to do with something far more fundamental than the outward form of wor-
ship. Too many modern changes in public worship look like attempts to provide substitutes for the work of the 
Holy Spirit; and the emptiness of these substitutes is often apparent. If a sense of the greatness and majesty of 
God is not present in a congregation then nothing else can produce awe and wonder. Such a spirit has certainly 
marked Christian worship in its brightest days and it has ever been present in times of awakening... 
 
Among all our recent changes in worship there is nothing which will make congregations awe-struck. Nor, to be 
fair, have innovations been intended to aid such a spirit. Interest has centered rather on such things as are calcu-
lated to induce brightness and 'liveliness'. That intention is not to be censured. Joyless worship is dishonoring to 
God as well as deadening to congregations. In Scripture we often read such words as, "Be glad in the Lord and 
rejoice, you righteous; And shout for joy" (Psa. 32:11). But it is very possible to look to the wrong means for joy. 
External expressions of "joy" may exist which have little or no connection with the source from which real joy 
must flow. Praise has its rise in spiritual knowledge. Joy has its source in truth. Scripture makes that sequence 
clear: "Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name. I will praise You, 
O Lord my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify Your name forevermore" (Psa. 86:11-12). When people, bur-
dened with a sense of guilt, come to complete deliverance through faith in the atoning sufferings of Christ, and 
when the love of God fills the hearts of believers, then joy is irresistible. The clearer the knowledge, the higher 
will be the praise. 
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Clement was a leader in the early church. Two of his letters to the church in 
Corinth have survived. He is thought to be the same Clement who served 
alongside Paul (Philippians 4:3) though this is uncertain.  
 
In this passage you will notice the dependence that Clement had on scripture 
and specifically the book of Hebrews as he discusses the experience of salva-
tion that we have in Jesus. The following is taken from 1 Clement 35-36. 

______________ 
 

How blessed and marvelous are the gifts of God, dear friends! Life in immortal-
ity, splendor in righteousness, truth with boldness, faith with confidence, self-
control with holiness! And all these things fall within our comprehension. 
What, then are the things being prepared for those who patiently wait for 
him? The Creator and Father of the ages, the all-holy one himself, knows their 
number and their beauty. Let us therefore make every effort to be found in the 
number of those who patiently wait for him, so that we may share in his prom-
ised gifts. But how shall this be, dear friends? Only if our mind is fixed on God 
through faith; only if we seek out those things that are well-pleasing and ac-
ceptable to him; only if we accomplish those things that are in harmony with 
his faultless will, and follow the way of truth, casting off from ourselves all un-
righteousness and lawlessness, covetousness, strife, malice and deceit, gossip 
and slander, hatred of God, pride and arrogance, vanity and inhospitality... 
 
This is the way, dear friends, in which we found our salvation, namely Jesus 
Christ, the high priest of our offerings, the benefactor and helper of our weak-
ness. Through him we look steadily into the heights of heaven; through him we 
see as in a mirror his faultless and transcendent face; through him the eyes of 
our hearts have been opened; through him our foolish and darkened mind 
springs up into the light; through him the Master has willed that we should 
taste immortal knowledge, for he, being the radiance of his majesty, is as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent. For so it is 
written: "He makes his angels winds and his ministers flames of fire." But of his 
Son the Master spoke thus: "You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of 
me, and I will give you the Gentiles for your inheritance, and the ends of the 
earth for your possession." And again he says to him: "Sit at my right hand, un-
til I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." Who, then, are these ene-
mies? Those who are wicked and resist his will. 


