
January  Attendance         

    Worship   SS 

Jan 6   130    70 

Jan 13    91    63 

Jan 20      -      -   

 

Head Usher   Denny Mann 

Greeter    Doris Catlett 

Nursery Workers 

Feb 3  Jed and Tasha Carlisle 

Feb 10   Jan Dalton 

Feb 17   Dwight and Mary Beth 
    Compton 

Feb 24   Jan Dalton 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2                               

3 

 

4 5                            

3:45 Deaconess     

6:30 Deacon 

6                        

5:30 Children       

& Youth              

6:00 Bible Study 

7                           

6:00 Trustee 

8 9                     

CLC 8-12               

CLC 1-5 

 

10                            

6:00 Bible Study 

11 12 13                                         

5:30 Children          

& Youth                  

6:00 Bible Study 

14 15 16 

8:00 Men’s  

Breakfast 

17                             

6:00 Bible Study 

18 19 20                            

1:00 Blankets         

5:30 Children          

& Youth                  

6:00 Bible Study 

21 22 23 

24                            

11:35 CE                 

CLC 1-3                           

6:00 Bible Study 

25 26 27                         

5:30 Children          

& Youth                  

6:00 Bible Study   

28   

       

www.fbcmitchell.org 

fbcmitchell@gmail.com 

722 West Frank St 

Mitchell, IN  47446 

812-849-4764 

 

How great is your God?  

One thing is for sure. We will never in this life nor in the one to come get to the bottom, or the 

top, of who God is. He is great beyond our experience and imagination. That is why He is 

worthy of our undivided worship. It should be no surprise that the largest book in the Bible is 

a collection of psalms, songs of worship to God. Over the next several weeks, I will be 

preaching through several psalms. And I hope that we can see together the depths of God’s 

love, the richness of His grace, and fierceness of His wrath that we may say with worshipful 

hearts that this is our great God.  - Pastor Reggie 

Newsletter of First Baptist Church, Mitchell, IN  February 2019 

Announcements 

Women’s Ministry 

Women’s ministry will begin meeting on the 

third Wednesday at 1:00pm in conjunction 

with the blanket making. The next meeting 

will be on February 20. 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

The men will meet on Saturday, February 

16 at 8:00am for a time of food, fellowship, 

and biblical encouragement. 

 



 
We often miss how useful the Psalms are for our spiritual life. The following is a portion of an es-
say by J. V. Fesko entitled “Psalmody and Prayer” from the book Sing a New Song. In it, Fesko 
shows us how important the psalms are in teaching us how to pray. Enjoy! 

___________ 
 
So often one of the greatest needs in the life of the individual Christian is knowing how or what to 
pray in a given situation or circumstance. Whether they find themselves in a time of joy or sor-
row, people are often at a loss for words. This problem is further exacerbated if a person is asked 
to pray publicly. Even a rather chatty person can be reduced to silence if he is asked to pray. 
Perhaps one of the reasons behind this, though certainly not the only one, is that people are of-
ten told that prayer is a conversation between the believer and God. Who needs to learn how to 
have a conversation? Is this not something that people intuitively know? Yet going to a dinner 
party or fellowship of some sort and engaging a person in meaningful and informative conversa-
tion can be quite difficult. In other words, people can quickly discover that there is an art to fine 
conversation. The same can certainly be said of prayer. Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) ex-
plains that people think it odd “to learn how to pray.” He explains, “We then confuse wishing, 
hoping, sighing, lamenting, rejoicing—all of which the heart can certainly do on its own—with 
praying. But in doing so we confuse earth and heaven, human beings and God.” Christ’s disci-
ples certainly felt inadequate and therefore asked Him to teach them how to pray. Christ gave 
His disciples what we now popularly call the Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13). However, the Lord’s 
Prayer is not the only place in the Scriptures where we can learn how to pray. 

Bonhoeffer explains that the church has to learn how to pray, but how is this to be done? Chil-
dren learn to speak because their parents speak to them, and so they learn the language of their 
parents—they repeat phrases, words, and expressions. God has spoken to His children primarily 
through His Word, and so as His children, we learn to speak to God by repeating His own words 
back to Him. In doing so, we learn how to pray. In such Scripture-filled prayers, we learn how to 
speak to God using His words, dialect, and manner of speech, not the false, confused language 
of our sin-burdened hearts or of the idolatrous world around us. If we want to pray in all assur-
ance and joy, then the Word of God must be our foundation in prayer as well as in our song-
prayers. Through Jesus Christ and the Word, we learn how to pray and even how to sing. But 
Bonhoeffer singles out one book that is most suited for learning how to pray: “Now there is in the 
Holy Scriptures one book that differs from all other books of the Bible in that it contains only pray-
ers. That book is the Psalms.” For this reason, Bonhoeffer titled his work Prayerbook of the Bible. 
Given the connection between prayer and song, however, the Psalms could also be called, the 
Prayer-Songbook of the Bible. In what way does the Psalter enrich, promote, and inform the 
prayer life of the church? 

All too often people use Paul’s famous statement as a crutch in their prayer lives: “For we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26). Think of Paul’s statement in the context of his 
rabbinical training—he was one who was intimately familiar with the Scriptures of the Old Testa-
ment. So when Paul writes that there are times when we know not how to pray, he is not ad-
dressing situations where our own slothfulness and lack of attention to the Scriptures starve and 
impoverish our prayer lives. Through a steady diet of the Psalms, we can learn how to pray. 
 

 

Fourthly, God is particularly pleased when His children praise Him in song. There where the Lord 
is sweetly praised in song, there He will come with His blessings…It is noteworthy to consider what tran-
spired at the dedication of the temple. “It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as 
one…that then the house was filled with a cloud…for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of 
God” (2 Chr. 5:13-14). When Jehosophat, together with his army, lifted up their voices in joyous exclama-
tion and song (2 Chr. 20:22), the Lord defeated their enemies. When Paul and Silas sang praises unto 
God in the middle of the night, the doors of the prison were opened and the bands of all the prisoners 
were loosened (Acts 16:25-26). Therefore, if you are desirous to please the Lord, and delight in having 
the Lord visit your soul and desire to experience His help, then accustom yourself to singing. 

Fifthly, singing will move a heart which frequently remains unmoved during prayer…You must fur-
thermore sing in order that you might stir up others to serve the Lord with gladness. It will then become 
manifest to all natural men that godliness is a joyous rather than a grievous life, and they will become de-
sirous for this as well. And if you sing, sing with understanding, with a fervent desire, conscious of the 
presence of the Lord (and thus reverently), with a modest demeanor, and with both inner and external at-
tentiveness, so that it may all be becoming before the Lord and to the edification of others who surround 
us. 

Every week when we come together, we sing, but we never talk about 
why we sing, or why we ought to sing. In Wilhelmus à Brakel’s work 
The Christian’s Reasonable Service, he provides five reasons that 
arise out of the scriptures as to why we must sing. 

___________ 
 
It is thus needful that I stir up everyone to sing—not only psalms, but 
also spiritual songs. Therefore, believers, dispense with this listless-
ness. “Serve the LORD with gladness: come before His presence with 
singing (Psa. 100:2). 

First, you must know that singing is not a neutral matter in which 
you may or may not engage. Rather, it is God’s command…God re-
quires this from you and desires to be served by you in this manner. 
Consider these and similar quotes and impress them upon your heart 
as being mandatory. Begin to engage in this duty with an obedient 
heart; break open your mouth and your closed heart will open as well. 

Secondly, God has created this ability in the very nature of man. 
This is to be observed in children of three or four years old. Take note 
of how they walk around the house while singing at the same time. Ob-
serve how even in nature the birds in their own way already praise 
their Creator early in the morning by way of singing...Will the birds and 
small children rebuke you, and would you, who have the greatest rea-
son in the world to sing joyously, be dumb and silent? 

Thirdly, it is the work of angels, for they glorify the Lord in song 
(cf. Job 38:7; Luke 2:13-14; Rev. 5:11-12), and it is the work of the 
church upon earth and in heaven: “And they sung a new song, saying 
Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
Thou was slain, and has redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of eve-
ry kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation” (Rev. 5:9)...If you have 
no desire to sing, then what will you do in church and in heaven? Fur-
thermore, if you are desirous to magnify the Lord with an eternal halle-
lujah, you should presently begin upon earth. 

  
 

1  Janet Holland 

2  Doel Baughman                 

 Nancy Caudell                                       

8  Sue Lamb 

10  Nancy Moore        

11  Darlene Dalton           

 Ruth Ann Gerkin 

12   Dorothy Conley 

14   Emma Caudell     

20   Lilly Caudell            

  Cameron Anderson 

21   Crystal Miller         

24   Eva Russell        

25   Marilyn Brock 

28   Sarah Chastain 

 


