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When the people of Israel came back to the land, they re-established 

the biblical form of worship. They recommitted themselves to the 
Lord. Once again, they became attentive to what the Scripture says. 
But, they still faced everyday challenges that tried to derail their re-
newed commitment to the Lord. They had to decide, more than once,  
if they would stand strong in their faith or not.  

 
The challenges of our day are no different. Over the course of a lifetime, you will face moments 
of crisis when you will have to decide again to follow Jesus rather than the world. You will have 
to decide again to turn away, or repent, from your old life of sin to embrace the new life of faith 
in Christ. This will be the focus of the sermons through May as I continue to preach through the 
book of Ezra.    
                                                                                                                                                And 
here is a bonus! In my home, we often use the Heidelberg Catechism to instruct our children. I 
have printed the following Questions and Answers because they coincide with the overall mes-
sage of the second half of the book of Ezra.  
 
Q. What is involved in genuine repentance or conversion? 
A. Two things: the dying-away of the old self, and the coming-to-life of the new. 
 
Q. What is the dying-away of the old self? 
A. It is to be genuinely sorry for sin, to hate it more and more, and to run away from it. 
 
Q. What is the coming-to-life of the new self? 
A. It is wholehearted joy in God through Christ and a delight to do every kind of good as God 
wants us to. 
 
Q. What do we do that is good? 
A. Only that which arises out of true faith, conforms to God’s law, and is done for his glory; and 
not that which is based on what we think is right or on established human tradition. 

Greeter 

Ralph & Kay        

Tanksley 

April  Attendance              

           Worship          SS 

April 1  145  86 
 
April 8  125  74 
 
April 15  121  60 
 
April 22  142  72  

Head Usher 

Denny Mann 

Nursery Workers 

May 6 

Jed & Natasha Carlisle 

 

May 13 

Lisa, Gracie & Madison Camp 

 

May 20  

Kay & Aimee Carlisle 

 

May 27 

Janet York 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Bible Study 1 

Deaconess 3:45 

Deacon  6:30 

2                          

Youth 3:30      

Food Pak                  

Children 5:30     

Adults 6 

3 

Trustee 6 

National Day       

of Prayer 

4 5 

6 

Ladies/Girls           

Salad Supper 5:30      

 

 7 8 

Bible Study 1  

Brotherhood         

Mt. Pleasant 6:30 

9 

Children 5:30   

Youth 5:30      

Bus mtg 6 

10 11 12 

13 

Mother’s Day 

14 15 

Bible Study 1  

16 

Blankets 1        

Children 5:30   

Youth 5:30       

Adults 6 

17 18                         

National            

No Dirty            

Dishes Day                              

19 

20 

Graduate Sunday 

21 22 

Bible Study 1  

23 

 

24 25 26 

 

CLC  8-8 

27 

CE Mtg 

CLC 12-8 

28 

Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

29 

Bible Study 1  

30 

National Water a 

Flower Day 

31   

 

Children’s Snacks  

May - Lamplighters 

June - Navigators      

July - Wanderers 

From   

the Pastor’s  

Desk  

2018 2018 

Starting Again 

May 6     You Must Stand Strong     Ezra 5-6 

May 13     Are You Applying the Word?    Ezra 7 

May 20     Guest Speaker 

May 27     Are You Trusting in God?    Ezra 8 

June 3     Have You Purified Yourself?    Ezra 9-10 

 



 
A Hymn by John Newton 

“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
Nehemiah 8:10 

 
Joy is a fruit that will not grow 

In nature’s barren soil; 
All we can boast, till Christ we know, 

Is vanity and toil. 
 

But where the Lord has planted grace, 
And made his glories known, 

There fruits of heavenly joy  and peace 
Are found, and there alone. 

 
A bleeding Saviour seen by faith, 

A sense of pardoning love, 
A hope that triumphs over death, 

Give joys like those above. 
 

To take a glimpse within the veil, 
To know that God is mine; 

Are springs of joy that never fail, 
Unspeakable! divine! 

Getting in the Word 

May Reading Calendar 

 The book of Psalms is part of this month’s reading 
plan. There have been hundreds of commentaries 
written on the Psalms, but an older one that is still 
very useful was written by William S. Plumer and pub-
lished in 1867. To encourage you along, I have reprint-
ed a portion of his commentary’s introduction. Enjoy! 

 

 The Psalms are wonderful. They have been read, 
repeated, chanted, sung, studied, wept over, rejoiced 
in, expounded, loved and praised by God’s people for 
thousands of years…They were all written in Asia, so 
that we in this Western World can have no national 
pride respecting them. Yet pious people here and all 
over the earth have found and can find no composi-
tions more suitable for delineating their devout emo-
tions, and for expressing their pious sensibilities than 
those of inspired Psalmists. If to any man these songs 
are unsavory, the reason is found in the blindness and 
depravity of the human heart. Hengestenberg:  “The 
Psalms are expressions of holy feeling, which can be 
understood by those only, who have become alive to 
such feeling.”  

 Horne: “Composed upon particular occasions, yet 
designed for general use; delivered out as services for 
Israelites under the law, yet no less adapted to the cir-
cumstances of Christians under the Gospel, the Psalms 
present religion to us in the most engaging dress; com-
municating truths which philosophy could never inves-
tigate, in a style which poetry can never equal, while 
history is made the vehicle of prophecy, and creation 
lends all its charms to paint the glories of redemption. 
Calculated alike to profit and to please, they inform 
the understanding, elevate the affections, and enter-
tain the imagination. Indited under the influence of 
Him to whom all hearts are known, and all events fore-
known, they suit mankind in all situations, grateful as 
the manna which descended from above, and con-
formed itself to every palate. The fairest productions 
of human wit, after a few perusals, like gathered flow-
ers, wither in our hands, and lose their fragrancy; but 
these unfading plants of paradise become, as we are 
accustomed to them, still more and more beautiful; 
their bloom appears to be daily heightened; fresh 
odors are emitted, and new sweets extracted from 
them. He who hath once tasted their excellences will 
desire to taste them yet again; and he who tastes 
them oftenest will relish them best.”  

Wednesdays - May 2, 16, 23 

Sundays - May 13, 20, 27 

 Other things being equal, he who has the most heav-
enly mind, will be the most successful student of the 
Psalms. Carnal tempers are ill suited to spiritual truths. 
The blind cannot see afar off. No natural acuteness, no 
learning, no amount of examination will answer the pur-
pose unless we are taught from heaven and thus made 
docile. The best qualification for studying any portion of 
God’s word is the influence of the Holy Spirit abiding in 
us, warming our cold hearts, giving us humbleness of 
mind, and right affections. Augustine: “Form thy spirit by 
the affection of the Psalm…If the Psalm breathes the spir-
it of prayer, do you pray; if it is filled with groanings, 
groan also thyself; if it is gladsome, do thou rejoice also; 
if it encourages hope, then hope thou in God; if it calls to 
godly fear, then tremble thou before the divine majesty; 
for all things herein contained are mirrors to reflect our 
own real characters…Let the heart do what the words 
signify.” 

VBS 

June 4-8 

Church-wide Pitch-In June 10 

  3   Janet York 

  4   Joe Kirkman 

  6   Jetta Jenkins                           

   Holly Tanksley 

  7   Emma Roberts 

  8   Rob Camp                      

   Carole Graham 

10   Larry Nicol                    

   Del Todd 

12   Martha Arnold 

13   Steve Emberton 

15   Emma Abplanalp 

20   Brian Pugh  

21   Danny J. Blackwell 

25   Bill Hadley 

27   Ann Kirkman 

May Birthdays 

Ladies & Girls Salad Supper Pitch-In 

May 6 at 5:30pm 

Theme: Superhero Women 

Guest Speaker: Becky Sprinkle 

Bring a salad, Jello, mini sandwiches, 

veggie tray, cheeseballs, dips, etc.   


