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Summer is upon us. Of course school is out, but as a church we can

celebrate how another year has passed with our Wednesday night
children and youth programs. I am thankful for everyone who served
throughout the year. But, I am especially thankful for the way that
everyone served. No one was there kicking and screaming (I think).
Whenever I walked around the church, I would see people who were
happy to be here and happy to be together to serve. Thank you.

This month, I am finishing the sermon series through the Book of Ezra. Then we will have a
wonderful week of VBS. And then, I will start a new sermon series on the love of God.
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Check us out at fbcmitchell.org

Of all the attributes of God, the one that we speak of the most is the love of God. It’s much easier
to talk about than other attributes. It’s easy to connect with the idea that God is love, and that is
all by the design of God. God created us to experience love in a variety to ways. He did this when
he instituted marriage between Adam and Eve, a covenant love. When children were born, there
was the experience of parental love. And each day, we experience the difference between the
things we love and the things we loathe. Love is a powerful characteristic of us all. Love compels
us to sacrifice. Love sends us out in pursuit. Love leads us to do things that are radical.
Though we are all too familiar, so we think, with the love of God, I will be preaching through
several passages of scripture this summer that talk about or illustrate God’s love.
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Starting Again
June 3

Have You Purified Yourself?

Ezra 9-10

VBS
June 10

Game On!

2 Peter 1:3

The Love of God
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A Father’s Love
A Pursuing Love
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June 10

ANCHORS AWAY!

Marilyn Brock

Take a voyage on the FBC-CLC-BBQ!

June 17

June 24 at 5:30pm

Bethany Clark

Guest Speaker: Larry McCart, Former State Police who does missions in Cuba.

Greeter

June 24

Connie Root

Dwight & Mary Beth
Compton

Getting in the Word
The Bible says many things about the love of God.
To help us begin to stir our hearts and minds for the
upcoming sermon series on the love of God I have reprinted a portion from Wayne Grudem’s Systematic
Theology on the love of God. Of course, there is much
more to say about the love of God than what is detailed here. Enjoy!
John tells us that “God is love” (1 John 4:8). We see
evidence that this attribute of God was active even
before creation among the members of the Trinity.
Jesus speaks to his Father of “my glory which you
have given me in your love for me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24), thus indicating that
there was love and a giving of honor from the Father
to the Son from all eternity. It continues at the present
time, for we read, “The Father loves the Son, and has
given all things into his hand” (John 3:35).

We imitate this communicable attribute of God, first by
loving God in return, and second by loving others in imitation of the way God loves them. All our obligations to God
can be summarized in this: “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind…You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-38). It we love God, we will obey his
commandments (1 John 5:3) and thus do what is pleasing
to him. We will love God, not the world (1 John 2:15), and
we will do all this because he first loved us (1 John 4:19).

June Reading Calendar

Operation Christmas Child starts June 3!
Be sure to pick up a list with dates!
1 Kyle Nicol

O love of God, how strong and true,
eternal and yet ever new,
uncomprehended and unbought,
beyond all knowledge and all thought.
O heavenly love, how precious still
in days of weariness and ill,
in nights of pain and helplessness,
to heal, to comfort, and to bless.

2 Jana Mann

3 Sherry Burkett
Paige Miller
4 Carol Chambers
5 Heather Krout

This love is also reciprocal, for Jesus says, “I do as the
Father has commanded me, so that the world may
know that I love the Father” (John 14:31). The love
between the Father and the Son also presumably characterizes their relationship with the Holy Spirit, even
though it is not explicitly mentioned. This eternal love
of the Father for the Son, the Son for the Father, and
of both for the Holy Spirit makes heaven a world of
love and joy because each person of the Trinity seeks
to bring joy and happiness to the other two.
The self-giving that characterizes the Trinity finds clear
expression in God’s relationship to mankind, and
especially to sinful men. “In this is love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). Paul writes,
“God shows his love for us in that while we were yet
sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). John also
writes, “For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Paul also speaks
of “the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me” (Galatians 2:20), thus showing an awareness of
the directly personal application of Christ’s love to individual sinners. It should cause us great joy to know
that it is the purpose of God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit to give of themselves to us to bring us true joy
and happiness. It is God’s nature to act that way toward those upon whom he has set his love, and he will
continue to act that way toward us for all eternity.

O Love of God, How Strong and True
by Horatius Bonar

7 Katie Parks
8 Laci Caudell
Jayden Anderson
9 Peggy Rhodes
10 Matt Caudell
Judy Miracle
12 Jonathan Cogwell
Debbie Pugh
14 John Cogwell
16 Jim King
19 Barry Wilson
20 Kym Eversman

VBS
June 4-8

23 Gracie Camp
Madison Camp
24 Connie Root
25 Helen York
27 Tyler Gassman
28 Tana King
29 Joe Ann Morris

30 Marcia Sage

O wide-embracing, wondrous love!
We read you in the sky above,
we read you in the earth below,
in seas that swell and streams that flow.
We read you in the flowers, the trees,
the freshness of the fragrant breeze,
the song of birds upon the wing,
the joy of summer and of spring.
We read you best in him who came
to bear for us the cross of shame,
sent by the Father from on high,
our life to live, our death to die.
We read your power to bless and save,
even in the darkness of the grave;
still more in resurrection light
we read the fullness of thy might.
O love of God, our shield and stay
through all the perils of our way;
eternal love, in you we rest,
forever safe, forever blest.

Church-wide Pitch-In Lunch
Sunday, June 10
Bring casseroles, salads, side dishes
and desserts
*Builders Sunday School class will be
providing hot dogs and fried chicken

