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From

Someone once said, “You will be the same person in five years as
the Pastor’s you are today except for the people you meet and the books you
read.” I doubt this is a 100% accurate, but I think it is pretty close.
Desk
I don't know who you're going to meet in the coming year, but I do
hope that you read a particular book—the Bible. My sermons
during the month of January will be about the Bible, plain and simple. What is
the Bible? What's inbetween the covers of the Bible (and what's not)? And what impact can
the Bible make in each of our lives?
I want to encourage you in this new year to make the discipline of reading the Bible a part of
your daily routine. There are many different Bible reading plans out there, but the one that is
printed in the newsletter was prepared by Robert Murray M'Cheyne and is one of the most
well-known. I invite you to give it a try.
Through the years, I have encountered many people who have spent significant time reading
and studying the Bible, and each one could tell you how they were blessed by God simply by
knowing his Word. But it seems like I have come across even more people who hardly ever
take time to read their Bible, people who have turned their back on a blessing from God. I
hope that when you come to this time next year that you will be able to look back and see
how much God has blessed you through his Word, and I hope that you are not the same person.

5:30 Children
5:30 Youth
6:00 Bible

What’s in the Bible?

December Attendance
Worship

SS

Check us out at fbcmitchell.org

Sat

CLC Reserved

18

23

Fri

Euchre 1

5:30 Children
5:30 Youth
6:00 Bible

Martin Luther King
Jr. Day

21

Wed

722 West Frank St
Mitchell, IN 47446

Nursery Workers

January 7

Breathed Out by God

2 Timothy 3:16-17

January 14

The Old Testament

Luke 24: 13-35

January 21

The New Testament

1 Thessalonians 2:13

January 28

A Revived Soul

Psalm 19: 1-14
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Children’s Snacks
Jan - Lamplighter
Feb - Navigators
Mar - Wanderers

Danielle Smuck

Head Usher
Charles Lamb

Greeter
Joe Ann Morris

Make 2018 count!

Jan 14

Where can YOU plug into FBC?

Marilyn Brock

Wed Bible Study

Jan 21
Dwight & Mary Beth
Compton
Jan 28
Ashley Roberts & Emma

Youth

Bake for Funeral Dinners

Getting in the Word

January Reading Calendar

I suspect that many of you have never heard the
name Robert Murray M’Cheyne. He was a Scottish pastor in the mid-1800’s. He died at the
young age of 29 years old, but before his passing,
he prepared a Bible reading plan for his congregation. Over the next few newsletters, portions of
M’Cheyne’s pastoral letter concerning this matter
will be reprinted. Enjoy!

by Samuel Medley
(Psalm 52:1, 65:11)
Great God! before thy throne

Part 1
“Thy Word is very pure; therefore thy servant
loveth it.”
My Dear Flock—The approach of another year
stirs up within me new desires for your salvation,
and for the growth of those of you who are saved.
“God is my record how greatly I long after you
all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.” What the coming year is to bring forth who can tell? There is
plainly a weight lying on the spirits of all good
men, and a looking for some strange work of
judgment coming upon this land. There is need
now to ask that solemn question—“If in the land
of peace wherein thou trustedst, they wearied
thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?”
Those believers will stand firmest who have no
dependence upon self or upon creatures, but upon
the Lord our Righteousness. We must be driven
more to our Bibles, and to the mercy seat, if we
are to stand in the evil day. Then we shall be able
to say like David—“The proud have had me
greatly in derision, yet have I not declined from
thy law.” “Princes have persecuted me without a
cause, but my heart standeth in awe of thy
Word.”
It has long been in my mind to prepare a scheme
of Scripture reading, in which as many as were
made willing by God might agree, so that the
whole Bible might be read once by you in the
year, and all might be feeding in the same portion
of the green pasture at the same time.
- Robert Murray M’Cheyne

A Hymn for the New Year
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John Knox

2

Mike Eversman

3

Bill Brock

We joyfully appear,
In songs to make thy glories known,
And thus begin the year.

Judy Tanksley

What favours all divine;

7

Nikki Thomas

What mercies shall we share;
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Jim Walton

What blessings all around us shine
To open this new year!

Kelly Nicol
Bill Moore
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Buddy Thomas

And bounty all divine prepares
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Jacob Anderson

Supplies for this new year.

Mike Miller

The Bible reading calendar is presented in its original
form. The center column contains the day of the
month. The original intent was for the first two columns to he read in the family and the last two columns to be read in secret. This is a good recommendation but in no way a requirement.
If all four columns are read each day for an entire
year, you will read the Old Testament once and the
New Testament and Psalms twice. If that pace is too
fast, read the first two columns each day this year and
the second two columns next year. M’Cheyne said,
“Above all, use the word as a lamp to your feet and a
light to your path—your guide in perplexity—your
armour in temptation—your food in times of faintness. Hear the constant cry of the great Intercessor,
‘Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.’”

Indulgent goodness spares
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Cathy Blackwell
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Sue Acton
Steve Thompson
Brian Porter
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Darrell Burkett

26

Bob Walton

31

Loren Hamilton
Natasha Carlisle

And still preserves us here,

Our follies past forgive;
Our souls divinely cheer;
And help us more to thee to live,
Dear Lord, in this new year.
Prepare us for thy will,
Whatever may appear;
And let thy loving-kindness still
Preserve us through the year.
Confirm our souls in thee,
In faith and holy fear;
And let a precious Jesus be
Our song through all the year.

