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captivity, they left behind a society that had decayed internally from
sin and was finished off by war. They saw their once great city, Jerusalem, lie in ruins. And even worse, they saw the temple where the glory
of the Lord had once come down to dwell among them completely
destroyed. They left in sadness and shame because of what they saw.

13
National
Scrabble Day

14
CLC Reserved
12:30-5:30

When they returned from exile 70 years later, they found the same rubble. They found the same
destruction. Only this time, they looked at these things differently because they came back to
start again. This is the story that we find in the book of Ezra, but this is also the story of Easter.
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When we look at the cross, we are reminded that Jesus bore our sin and shame, and if the story
ended there we would have reason to be sad and hopeless, but the story continues. Through the
power of the resurrection, we are not immediately taken to heaven. We are not snatched from
this broken world, nor do we forget about our forgiven sins on the cross. In the midst of our ruins
and rubble, God gives us the strength and the power to start again.
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Over the next two months, I will be preaching through the book of Ezra. In this book, I believe
that you will hear the echo of the Easter story. When the people returned from exile, they were
motivated by the promises of God, and these same promises which were fulfilled in the risen
Christ are what motivate us today. Happy Easter!

Christ is risen from the dead,
Trampling down death by death,
And upon those in the tombs
Bestowing life!
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Colossians 1: 19-23
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Getting in the Word
The book of Leviticus is listed as a part of this month’s
reading plan. Leviticus may seem like a strange book
with its endless details about the ministry of the Levitical priests. But as Christians, we know that there’s
something important here that prepares us to know
Jesus Christ, our great high priest. With that in mind, I
have printed an excerpt from John Dagg’s Manual of
Theology on the priesthood of Jesus. Enjoy!
Jesus Christ, as priest, made an efficacious sacrifice for
the sins of his people, intercedes for them at the right
hand of God, and blesses them with all spiritual blessings.

A prophet approaches men with revelations from God;
but a priest approaches God in behalf of men. His chief
business is to offer sacrifice, and make intercession…
The Epistle to the Hebrews explains the design of this
institution, and sets forth the Levitical priests as types
of Christ in his priesthood. It is there stated to be the
duty of the priest to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.
[There are] two kinds of offerings which the priest presented: one for thanksgiving, the other for propitiation.
Various offerings were prescribed as expressions of
gratitude for mercies received, and others to make
atonement for sins. Christians make their offerings of
praise and thanksgiving through Christ, as their high
priest; but the only atoning sacrifice is the offering
which he made of himself, when he gave his life a ransom for us.
All propitiatory sacrifices involve the idea of substitution. The animal offered represented the offerer, and
bore his sins, which were confessed, over its head. So
Christ bore our sins, our iniquities being laid on him.
With reference to the use of lambs in sacrifice, he is
called “the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of
the world.” The idea of substitution is clearly conveyed
in such passages as these: “For a good man some
would dare to die; but God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” “He who knew no sin was made sin for us.”
…The humble disciple of Jesus, who is willing to
learn, as a little child what sense his Lord and Master
died for him, needs only to read with attention the passages of Scripture…which fully establish the doctrine,
that Christ’s death was an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
This doctrine is essential to Christianity. It is the grand
peculiarity of the Christian scheme. Hence Paul determined to know nothing but “Christ crucified,” to glory
in nothing but “the cross of Christ.” The gospel was the
preaching of Christ crucified. It was a stumbling block
to the self-righteous Jews, and foolishness to the philosophical Greeks; but to those who received it to the

salvation of their souls, it was Christ, the power of God,
and the wisdom of God. It was not Christ transfigured on
Mount Tabor; not Christ stilling the tempest, and raising
the dead; not Christ rising triumphantly from the grave, and
ascending gloriously, amidst shouts of attendant angels, to
his throne in the highest heavens: but Christ on the cross,
expiring in darkness and woe, that the first preachers of the
Gospel delighted to exhibit to the faith of their hearers.
This was their Gospel; its centre, and its glory. It was faith
in this Gospel that controlled the hearts of their converts,
and made them ready to die for him who had, by his death,
procured for them eternal life. In this faith they explained,
“God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” To this they referred when they said, “I
am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me.”

The Disciple’s Renewal
(from The Valley of Vision)

Saturday
April 7
8am until 2
You may still bring stuff to donate!
Please leave items on the long tables in
the CLC. Thank you.

April Reading Calendar

A 6-week video series called “The Explicit
Gospel” will be offered on Wednesdays and
Sundays, both at 6pm.
Wednesdays - April 11, 18, 25, May 2, 16, 23
Sundays - April 15, 22, 29, May 13, 20, 27
You may sign up in the Welcome Center or
call the office.

VBS
June 4-8
Church-wide Picnic June 10

O MY SAVIOUR,
help me.
I am so slow to learn, so prone to
forget, so weak to climb;
I am in the foothills when I should be
on the heights;
I am pained by my graceless heart,
my prayerless days,
my poverty of love,
my sloth in the heavenly race,
my sullied conscience,
my wasted hours,
my unspent opportunities.
I am blind while light
shines around me:
take the scales from my eyes,
grind to dust the evil
heart of unbelief.
Make it my chiefest joy to study thee,
meditate on thee,
gaze on thee,
sit like Mary at thy feet,
lean like John on thy breast,
appeal like Peter to thy love,
count like Paul all things dung.
Give me increase and progress in
grace so that there may be
more decision in my character,
more vigour in my purposes,
more elevation in my life,
more fervour in my devotion,
more constancy in my zeal.
As I have a position in the world,
keep me from making
the world my position;
May I never seek in the creature
what can be found only in the creator;
Let not faith cease from seeking thee
until it vanishes into sight.
Ride forth in me, thou King of kings
and Lord of lords,
that I may live victoriously, and in
victory attain my end.

