
(From the Newsletter 5/2019)


The most printed book of all time in the English language is the Bible. The second most 
printed book of all time in the English language is Pilgrim's Progress. As Christians, we 
must read the Bible, and though it's not required, we ought to read Pilgrim's Progress. 
This book will be the topic of our Wednesday night meetings this summer, so you will 
have the opportunity to join with others within the church who will be reading the book.


Pilgrim's Progress was written in the late 1600's by a pastor named John Bunyan. 
Bunyan grew up around Bedford. He pastored in Bedford. During a time of religious 
persecution, he spent over 12 years in jail in Bedford where he wrote Pilgrim's 
Progress. Of course, I'm referring to Bedford in England.


The story is told in the form of an allegory. It tells of a man named Christian who flees 
the City of Destruction in pursuit of the Celestial City. It is the story of how a person is 
saved, is being saved, and will be saved. It is the story of the Christian life.


The great preacher Charles Spurgeon went so far as to say this of Bunyan: “Read 
anything of his, and you will see that it is almost like reading the Bible itself. He had 
read it till his very soul was saturated with Scripture; and, though his writings are 
charmingly full of poetry, yet he cannot give us his Pilgrim’s Progress—that sweetest of 
all prose poems—without continually making us feel and say, ‘Why, this man is a living 
Bible!’ Prick him anywhere—his blood is Bibline, the very essence of the Bible flows 
from him. He cannot speak without quoting a text, for his very soul is full of the Word of 
God. I commend his example to you, beloved.” Spurgeon says this of Bunyan's book: 
“Next to the Bible, the book I value most is John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. I believe 
I have read it through at least a hundred times. It is a volume of which I never seem to 
tire; and the secret of its freshness is that it is so largely compiled from the Scriptures.”


It has been said that by the 1800's, every home in England had at least two books: a 
Bible and Pilgrim's Progress. Pilgrim's Progress is a part of our local heritage as well. In 
Dorothy Stroud's The Mitchell Schools Mitchell, Indiana 1869-1969 she tells of the 
early settlers of Lawrence County. She writes, "These sturdy people suffered many 
hardships and deprivations during their long journey and during the early years of 
settlement. Thus, they had little time or materials for education except that which was 
taught in the home during the indoor period of the winter months. Fortunately, a few of 
these settlers did have a background and desire for an education. Many homes had a 
hymnal, a Bible, Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, and sometimes a grammar or spelling 
book.”




And finally, John Newton, the pastor who wrote the hymn Amazing Grace, says this of 
the book: “If you are not convinced of sin, and led by the Spirit to seek Jesus...the 
Pilgrim will still be a riddle to you...If you are living in sin, you are in the City of 
Destruction. O hear the warning voice! ‘Flee from the wrath to come.’ Pray that the 
eyes of your mind may be opened, then you will see your danger, and gladly follow the 
shining light of the word, till you enter by Christ, the straight gate, into the way of 
salvation. If death surprise you before you get into this road, you are lost forever.


If you are indeed asking the way to Zion with your face thitherward, I bid you good 
speed. Behold an open door is set before you, which none can shut. Yet prepare to 
endure hardship, for the way lies through many tribulations. There are hills and valleys 
to be passed, lions and dragons to be met with, but the Lord of the hill will guide and 
guard his people. ‘Put on the whole armor of God, fight the good fight of faith.’ Beware 
of the Flatterer. Beware of the Enchanted Ground. See the Land of Beulah, yea, the city 
of Jerusalem itself is before you: there Jesus the forerunner waits to welcome travelers 
home.”



