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As the calendar turns to 

September, our thoughts 

turn to the changing season, 

the changing weather,  

and what the final months of 

the year will bring. As 2020 

has been throughout, I’m 

sure that these last four 

months will not be lacking 

challenges, surprises, or 

ever changing winds that will 

cause us the need to  

pause and call upon the 

Lord, who is our refuge and 

strength. I come to you in 

this space to give you some 

insight into what we are 

thinking and how things will 

look at St Paul’s as we move 

forward for the rest of 2020. 
 

Pastor Schenkel 

A Note 

From Pastor 

Schenkel… 

My primary focus and concern 

continues to be how we will 

gather together around the 

life saving gifts that our Lord 

offers to us in Word and 

Sacrament. It is in these gifts 

that we meet God face to face, 

and find the strength and help 

that we need in the midst of 

life’s troubles. Even when we 

have been prevented from 

gathering in person, our 

ability to gather “virtually” 

has continued to provide us 

the comfort and peace that 

often cannot be found in the 

world around us. 

    As of September 6th, our 

Sunday Service will move 

back to the 10 AM time 

slot.  Until further notice, we 

will only offer one Sunday 

morning Service. That service 

will continue to be video 

recorded in its entirety and 

emailed out and posted on 

YouTube and the Church 

Website. By having only one 

service on Sunday, this 

provides us enough time to 

properly clean and sanitize 

the church when we are not 

holding the service outside. 

    Also in September we will 

begin again to offer a weekly 

children’s message during 

the service. We will not be 

starting Jump In (formerly 

known as Sunday School) 

until after we see how things 

go with the start of school 

again.  It is my hope that our 

families and children will 

begin attending church 

together again, before we 

consider our programs for our 

younger children. See more 

about this below. 

    If current health trends 

continue to hold, we will begin 

the Wednesday Night 

Service again on Wednesday, 

October 7th at 7 PM. The 8:30 

AM Sunday Morning Service 

will return once we know that 

the Coronavirus is under 

control and we can adequately 

transition in a healthy way 

between two services on 

Sunday mornings. 

   Baptisms, Weddings, and 

Funerals have begun again 

and will continue in safe and 

physically distant manners in 

the church sanctuary, as well 

as other locations. 

CHURCH SERVICES 

God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Therefore 
we will not fear, though 
the earth should change, 
though the mountains 
shake in the heart of the 
sea; though its waters 

roar and foam, though the mountains 
tremble with its tumult. PSALM 46: 1-3 



 

Devotional Booklets 
Since our gathering together in the Lord’s gifts has been 

interrupted by the Coronavirus, it is now more important than ever, 

that we find ways to be in the Word of God. St Paul’s  

offers, free to our members, a variety of daily devotional booklets 

that offer a Scripture reading, mediation, and prayer  

for each day of the week.  If you would like any one (or all)  

of these booklets, please reach out to the  

church office, or pick one up when (and if) you come to church. 

THANK YOU  

FOR GIVING 
In spite of the challenges 

that many have faced over 

the past few months, I have 

been overwhelmed with 

emotion and thanksgiving 

for the continued support 

for St. Paul’s and her 

to send envelopes, give 

online, or give through the 

Sunday offerings. We have 

been able to hold steady in 

the midst of these times.   

   One area that continues 

to need assistance is the 

Pastor’s Discretionary 

Fund. In recent months,  

I have been using the Fund 

more regularly to help 

members financially during 

these times. Your support 

to this fund goes directly to 

helping those in our 

community and faith family 

who are in need. 

ANNUAL  

FALL “FRIENDRAISER” 

EVENT Unfortunately, we 

don’t see an easy or safe way to 

have our event this Fall. If things 

concerning the virus seem to  

be under control at the beginning 

of 2021, we’ll make plans for  

a Spring event. If not, we will  

turn our attention towards a grand 

event in the Fall of 2021. 

AGNES ATTIC THRIFT 

STORE  The good news is before  

the coronavirus, plans were underway  

to renovate the Thrift store. These  

plans were carried out. The area  

of Agnes Attic looks great–cleaned up, 

new windows, and new organization. 

The bad news is that we’re not going  

to able to show it off until early 2021.  

Out of an abundance of concern for  

the volunteers, and our patrons,  

the store will be closed until, at least,  

the end of this year.  

Since the Attic  
is closed we will 

not be taking 
donations for 

the foreseeable 
future. 



 

YDA  
(Youth Directions 

and Alternatives)  

We are happy and 

thankful that our 

partnership with YDA 

continues, in spite of 

what 2020 has 

wrought. Like everyone else, the manner in 

which the YDA has connected with our 

community’s youth has changed. However, 

the enthusiasm and passion of their mission 

hasn’t changed. As of September, the entire 

YDA staff will be back in their offices in the 

Youth Building. In person, limited in number, 

programs will also resume in the Fall. 

Contact YDA for details. Like them on 

Facebook, and watch the Parish News for 

upcoming events. 

 
THE SCHOOL 

HOUSE,welcomes 

students and 

teachers back on 

campus as of 9/10. 

The School has full 

enrollment and a 

lengthy wait list. In spite of the Coronavirus, 

exciting developments have continued over 

the summer. New gardens and a new 

chicken coop were constructed in the back. 

A summer camp was held that helped to 

grow fruits and vegetables, as well as 

welcome 16 new chickens to the campus. 

Inside the school building, work continued to 

be done to beautify and enhance the in class 

programs. We pray God’s richest blessings 

on The School House and their families as 

they enter into their second (and hopefully 

far less stressful) year of instruction! 

Jump In 
(Formerly known  

as Sunday School) 

As mentioned, we 

for Jump In, apart from the 

Sunday Morning Service.  

   Based upon feedback from 

many sources, we understand 

the concerns that many families 

have, as well as the “Zoom 

fatigue” brought on by all of the 

virtual education and meetings. 

It’s our hope that families will 

first become comfortable to 

come to church. Once we see 

increased family participation 

in church, we’ll begin to 

organize Jump In again. Our 

hope is that the family message 

at the 10AM service will bridge 

the gap until Jump In resumes. 

 
First 
Communion 
We’ll finally be  

able to complete the journey of 

our 2020 First Communion 

Class. A special service for First 

Communion families and 

students will be on Sunday, 

September 13th at 1PM.  

The final review class for these 

students is Tuesday, September 

8th at 6PM in the main church 

sanctuary. 

   The 2021 First Communion 

Class will begin its journey as it 

normally does in January. We 

plan on the class meeting on 

Tuesdays from mid January 

through Lent. Details will be 

finalized as we move closer to 

end of the year. 

Students awaiting 

their Service of 

Confirmation for 

2020 will finally move through 

   Regular confirmation classes 

for those going into 6th, 7th, and 

8th grade this Fall will meet in 

January. The classes will meet 

on Wednesdays at 6PM. Please 

note the change from the past, 

whereas, Confirmation met 

every other week from October 

to May, this year Confirmation  

class will meet each Wednesday 

from January to May. It will be 

the same amount of meetings in 

a shorter period of time. 

In Conclusion 
   While 2020 has been filled with challenges and moments that have tested faith, it has also been a time of renewal  

and great possibility. I have been blessed to re-evaluate our ministry and work together. I have enjoyed a little extra time 

with loved ones, and hope you have been able to do the same. I have been graced by God to see God work in the  

midst of changes to bring about new things. I have rejoiced and been heartened by the love and care of many for  

the needs and challenges of others. As we continue to move forward, I have no doubt at all that God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble. This gives me, and I hope you, great confidence and assurance, that, no 

matter what we face in the months ahead, we will be alright and we will be blessed. As always, if you need anything, 

please do not hesitate to reach out to me or Pastor Pryer. We are here for you and we love you! God bless us all in the 

month’s ahead so that we continue to be light in darkness and hope in despair! Peace in Christ, 

 


