
 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Input Is Needed!” 

 St. Paul’s is incredibly blessed by God with a vibrant and enthusiastic ministry for our youth.  We regularly welcome new 

babies into our family of faith through Baptism.  Our Sunday School continues to grow as it serves our children from preschool to 

fifth grade.  Each new year, we prepare 15-20 fifth graders and their families for reception of their first communion.  Nearly 60 

sixth through eighth graders work on  weekly lessons and attend monthly confirmation classes with our pastors.   

 In addition to our education opportunities for our young members, St Paul’s has a thriving Boy Scout program, a brand 

new 4-H girls program, and for several years now, a fun and competitive basketball league.  Children of all ages are regularly in-

vited to serve in a variety of ways from acolyting or offering musical talents in church to service projects and volunteerism. On top 

of all of this, we are blessed throughout the school year to interact with the students and families of Long Island Lutheran Day 

School. 

 But, there is one area of our youth ministry that struggles to remain relevant in our changing culture and times – our min-

istry to high school and older youth.  This is where I need your input and help!  On Sunday, March 26th at 12:30 PM, I am looking 

to have a special luncheon with anyone who is interested in, and/or has experience in working with youth.  I would like to use our 

time together during the luncheon to discuss our changing times and explore ways that we together, as a family of faith, can best 

involve our younger members after they complete their formal confirmation training. 

 Attending this luncheon will in no way obligate you to anything with our ministry to youth, unless of course, you are in-

terested in this.  I will bring some of my ideas and thoughts and will be looking for your input and evaluation as parents, members, 

and youth of St Paul’s.  Should you want to help us after the luncheon, I welcome it.  But, at this point in time, I am looking for 

some great inter-generational discussion and a time of brainstorming that helps to strengthen our work together here at St Paul’s! 

 Thank you for your consideration of this!  If you will be attending the luncheon, please RSVP to Jill Neary at 631.754.4422 

or jillstpauls@gmail.com. 

        ~ Pastor Schenkel  

Children are indeed a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.  Like arrows in the hand of 

a warrior are the children of one's youth.  ~ Psalm 127: 3-4 

Pastor’s Page 

Join us on two consecutive Saturdays, March 11 & 18 from 9-3 as we discuss our Lutheran faith.  This is the perfect follow up to 

the Martin Luther on Trial play or if you missed the play, an excellent opportunity to explore what being Lutheran means! Lunch 

will be served during the classes.  If you would like more information about the class or to rsvp, email Pastor Schenkel at 

revhts3@outlook.com. 

Faith...trusting or believing in something or someone…                      



     Prime Timers Meeting February 13th                 

Our first meeting for 2017 will be on Monday, February 13th at noon in the Fellowship Room. We will be having a speaker 

from PSEG to discuss energy saving measures so we can try to save money. A lunch of sandwiches and salad will be provided 

at a cost of $8 per person. Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex and leave a check made out to St. Paul’s in the Prime 

Timers mailbox in the office. Everyone is invited. We are the “young of heart” at St. Paul’s who enjoy socializing, interesting 

trips and delicious luncheons. Ideas for new trips for this year will be discussed. Please join us. 

Chanmi will play various music styles spanning the baroque, classical and roman-

tic periods.  We will be entertained with German and French pieces as well as 

American pieces.  There will be a duet with Debbie Peltz on clarinet!  Please join us 

for lunch beforehand at 12:30pm or stay for refreshments after the concert!  The 

organ will be open for everyone to see how this amazing instrument actually 

works!       

FEBRUARY 12  

2:00PM 

CHANMI’S 

ORGAN 

RECITAL  



Pastor Schenkel is looking forward to meeting with all of the families he has performed a baptism for since his calling to St. 

Paul’s.  Families can socialize and get to know each other a little better.  Hopefully form new friendships!   

 

Please join us as we welcome all families with children  

who have been baptized in the past three years to our  

Baptism Brunch 

Pastor Schenkel is looking forward to catching up! 

Sunday, February 19, 2017 

11:30am - Abbreviated Service 

12:00pm - Brunch 

Our newly renovated Nursery will be open for children to play 

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet people who have  

children your child’s age! 

St. Pauls’ Lutheran Church 

120 Vernon Valley Road 

          Rsvp to Jill Neary                                                                                                        

           631.754.4422 or jillstpauls@gmail.com                                             

Please include the number                                

of people attending 

 Planning for a Baptism or Wedding? 

Congratulations! Your life has been blessed with an incredible event of anticipation and celebration.  Your St 
Paul’s family wants to embrace you and celebrate your life changing event with you.  If you know that a Bap-
tism or Wedding is on the near horizon, please reach out to the church office as soon as possible.  We want to 
help you plan and celebrate this gift from God.  When a Baptism occurs, the pastor wants to visit with your 
family and get to know you and the Baptismal candidate before the event.  When planning a wedding, the 
pastor hopes to meet with the couple several times before the wedding date to get to know you better and plan 

     the wedding liturgy.  The more opportunity we have to prepare for your event and get to 

     know you, the more personalized and meaningful the event becomes. 



 

Take A  Look Up! 

 

Beside the beautiful crosses 

that adorn our Church, 

you will see the newly in-

stalled solar panels! 

As Stewards of God’s good creation, it is 

our responsibility to do everything that we 

can to preserve and protect the gifts that 

God has given us.   

These solar panels help in one small way 

to carry out God’s command!  They should 

provide enough energy for the church 

each year while even offering us some 

financial savings. 

Solar panels have also been installed at 

LuDay for the same purpose! 

Did you know?? 

Our Congregation formally meets, as a whole, to review many important 

issues throughout the year?  Below are the meeting dates for this year.  We 

hope you will join us to hear the many different topics discussed regarding 

our Church.  From the candidates being elected to Council, to budget re-

ports, to the various updates regarding the many committees that make St. 

Paul’s run! 

2017 Congregation Meetings 

Sunday, March 5, May 7 and October 15  

at 12:30pm 

 

 

Our Council Board members meet every second Tuesday of 

the month with Pastor Schenkel.   

 

Take A  Look Up! 

 

Beside the beautiful crosses 

that adorn our Church, 

you will see the newly in-

stalled solar panels! 

As Stewards of God’s good creation, it is 

our responsibility to do everything that we 

can to preserve and protect the gifts that 

God has given us.   

These solar panels help in one small way 

to carry out God’s command!  They should 

provide enough energy for the church 

each year while even offering us some 

financial savings. 

Solar panels have also been installed at 

LuDay for the same purpose! 



I love going to my grandchildren’s concerts, plays and musicals.  The week I’m writing this I attended two such performances, I 

was not disappointed. I was so impressed by these Middle School students and the beautiful music they presented.  The harmony 

they exhibited under the orchestral leadership of their teachers was uplifting. The audience composed of parents, siblings and 

grandparents responded to each number with prolonged applause, acclaim and pride.  What was most gratifying were the 

smiles on each “musician’s” face when they met their loved ones in the lobby. It was grand!  As each musical piece that was per-

formed has a composer, so does St. Paul’s.  Our Lord blends each of us together into our faith community. As each trumpeter, 

violinist, bass drummer etc., played their disparate instruments to create harmony, Jesus does the same through us.                  

These young musicians are committed to their music exhibited by their practicing one hour before school 3X a week.  At St. 

Paul’s over fifty families indicated their commitment by returning their Pledge Cards.  Pastor Schenkel, Pastor Pryer and the 

Church Council would like to thank all those who are partnering with us as we begin 2017 together. As 2017 unveils its gifts to 

you, may the peace, joy, abundance, health and love of God fill your year with all the blessings and desires of your heart. 

Witnessing Stewardship                                                                     
Reflections on Sharing our 

Time, Talents and Treasures                                                                      
By Richard Klein 

REACHING OUT…..HAVE A HEART 

St. Paul’s is one of fifteen churches in our Northport, East Northport community working together to supply funds and food to 

our Ecumenical Lay Council Food Pantry. The Pantry is located in the basement of the First Presbyterian Church on Main Street in 

Northport. 

A total of over one hundred and fifty families weekly depend on these supplies. We are blessed to have several women and men 

in our congregation that dedicate their time continuously, giving a helping hand at the Pantry and delivering the food collected 

each week in our Narthex. Representatives from these fifteen churches meet each month to discuss the ongoing project needs for 

these families. Our own Donna Galluccio presides as Chairperson of this group. 

 

 

The ELC of Northport East Northport’s 6th Annual  

THANKS FOR HAVING A HEART FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH  

Sunday, February 26th  

12:30-2:30pm  

First Presbyterian Church, Northport 

Donation: $25.00 per person  

Pay at the Door 

Sign-Up Sheet in Narthex 

 



 

Anyone from grade 6 and 

up is wel- come to join 

the Teen Choir.  We 

meet every Sunday after 

the 10:00am service to rehearse in the Teen Choir 

room and we sing in church once a month.  Come 

and visit us at 11:15 on Sunday.  We'd love to see 

you!  If you have any questions, call 

Mrs. Bienwald at 631-423-9544. 

 

It’s an exciting time here at St. Paul’s as we begin a 

“Stephen Ministry” program.   

Stephen ministers are the after people.  They are 

there after a job loss, divorce, death, sickness, etc. 

Wherever there is a need, they are there to pro-

vide support, through listening.  It is a free and 

highly confidential program that trains to recognize when a need is greater than what a Stephen minister is ca-

pable of handling.  It does not replace the outreach a Pastor may give or that of a professional mental health or 

general health provider.  Stephen ministry is a one to one lay caring ministry that provides Christ-centered care 

to people who are hurting.  

We had participated in an introductory Stephen ministry class this past Spring along with a few others from St. 

Paul’s including Pastor Schenkel.  After this initial class we realized this was a ministry that our church and 

community would most definitely benefit from.  January 8-14 Barbara Gai and I attended an intensive Stephen 

leader training workshop in Orlando.   

Barbara and I were trained to teach the 50 hour course to prepare those interested in becoming Stephen minis-

ters.  This program is an intensive one, as it should be when dealing with hurting people.  We were among over 

300 people attending this conference supporting their congregations.  It was an amazing week with wonderful 

people.   

There are more than 12,000 congregations in all 50 states and in 30 countries around the world participating in 

Stephen ministry.  More than 170 Christian denominations are using the program.  Currently there are over 

600,000 lay Stephen ministers around the globe.   

In the coming weeks you will hear more about this ministry and how to be a part of it at St. Paul’s.  Barbara and 

I are very excited to bring this to our church.  If you’d like more information you can go to 

www.stephenministries.org.  

Stephen Ministry  
by Debbie Peltz 

VISITATION 

Members of St Paul’s visit and bring commun-

ion, in the name of Jesus Christ, to our home-

bound and others who are unable to attend 

worship regularly. Visitors make contact by 

phone or visit at least once a month and bring 

an assurance of God's presence, care and 

peace. If you or a loved one would appreciate 

a visit, please call the church office so that we 

might set up a visit, 631.754.4422.  

tel:(631)%20423-9544


COUNSELING RESOURCE AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS       

The Congregation Council leaders approved participation as an association church of the Lutheran Counseling 

Center.  This excellent program makes it possible for St. Paul’s members to get professional faith-based therapy at 

a reduced rate.  The center also provides quality mental health seminars for youth groups, parents and senior 

groups. Cost to the congregation is $600 for the year.  Now the Lutheran Counseling Center will see any member, 

couple or family of St. Paul’s for a maximum of four visits for a nominal fee of $25 per session. The standard fee 

ranges from $65–80 a session.  For further inquiries, please call 516.741.0994. 

  OFFICIAL  ACTS                      

December-January 

                Funerals:  

Anna A. Beener 12/2/16                   

Diane Brandsema 1/2/17                    

Raymond Wood 1/10/17                               

William H. Hall 1/12/17                         

Karl Ludwig 1/16/17                                

Joseph V. DiBlasi 1/21/17                 

Walter I. Brandsema 1/23/17 

 Baptisms:  

 Greta Whelan 1/22/17 

Get new shoes this year?  Need more closet space?  Set aside your used shoes 

for those who have none!  Any kind of shoes, from boots to sandals are need-

ed.    

  The 8th Annual Soles4Souls Shoe Drive  

              March 1-31, 2017                                                 

             

Soles4Souls has collected over 2 million pairs of shoes per year for many years 

for distribution in the U.S. and around the world to those in need.  Northport/

East Northport has contributed over 50,000 pairs over the past seven years, 

20,000 pairs locally last year!    



     March 1 Lent Begins  - Ash Wednesday 

Lent comes from the Old English Word for “Spring.”  

Our time in Lent offers us an opportunity for “spring cleaning for the soul!” 

Sunday Services - 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am          Wednesday Services - Noon &  8:00pm 

  March 5              March 8                            

  March 12    March 15 

  March 19    March 22 

  March 26    March 29 

 

 

 

Easter Schedule 
 

April 2-8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

April 9-Palm Sunday-8:30, 10:00am 

April 9-Holy Communion-11:30am 

April 13-Maundy Thursday-Noon & 8:00pm 

April 14-Good Friday-Noon & 8:00pm 

April 15-Easter Vigil-7:45pm 

April 16-East Sunday-8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

 

1:00pm Wednesday Bible Study  - Though the trip to 

the Holy Land forms the structure for our current 

Wednesday Bible Study, the lessons and readings will 

be a great survey and review for anyone interested in a 

deeper look at Jesus’ ministry and miracles as He trav-

eled about.   

 

2/8—Capernaum 

2/15—Galilee 

2/22 & 3/1 —No Class 

3/8—Jericho 

3/15—Bethany 

3/22 & 3/29 —Jerusalem 

4/5—Emmaus 

 

Our next book in Book Club Bible Study is  Church His-

tory—The Basics.  Please join us for a discussion of the 

book on April  6 at 7:00pm 

Want to give us your email?  It’s simple, just 
text STPAULSCHURCH to 42828 and  you 

will be added to our database! 


