St. Paul’s

120 Vernon Valley Road
East Northport, New York 11731
(631) 754–4422
email: SaintPaulsEN@msn.com
www.stpaulseastnorthport.org

REGULAR SERVICES:
Sunday: 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30am
10:00am - Interpreted for Hearing Impaired
Wednesday: 8:00pm
Rev. Harry Schenkel, Pastor
Rev. Jonathan Pryer, Associate Pastor

MAY- JUNE 2017
See what we’ve been
up to and what we
have planned!

Dates to note
CHRISTIAN IDENTITY CLASSES
Meetings continue on the following dates:
May 7 from 11:30-1:30pm
May 17 from 7-9:00pm
June 7 from 7-9:00pm
June 11 from 11:30-1:30pm
June 21 from 7-9:00pm

May 23 at 7:00pm is our book
club discussion of Martin E.
Marty’s October 31, 1517. For
those of you who needed a
book, they are available in the
Church Office for pick up.

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS
May 17 or 21 is the last class.
June 2 is the Rehearsal and Dinner
for our 8th graders and June 4 at
11:30am is Confirmation.

May 21st at 12:30pm Youth
Planning Luncheon. We had
our brainstorming luncheon,
now it’s time to put plans into
action! If you would like to join
us in planning ahead for this
year’s Sunday School, Vacation
Bible School and Youth Opportunities, please attend.

June 3rd at11:00am we will
have a Memorial Service for
Pat Herfurth.
A luncheon will immediately
follow the Service downstairs
in the Fellowship Room.

The next Faith Foundations
class is June 6th, 13th & 20th
7:00-9:30pm. Join us to learn
what it means to be Lutheran
today.

September 17th is the Cow Harbor Day
Parade. We’ll have a sea of red shirts
marching down Main Street!

COUNSELING RESOURCE AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS
The Congregation Council leaders approved participation as an association church of the Lutheran Counseling Center. This excellent program makes it possible for St. Paul’s members to get professional faith-based
therapy at a reduced rate. The center also provides quality mental health seminars for youth groups, parents
and senior groups. Cost to the congregation is $600 for the year. The Lutheran Counseling Center will see
any member, couple or family of St. Paul’s for a maximum of four visits for a nominal fee of $25 per session.
The standard fee ranges from $65–80 a session. For further inquiries, please call 516.741.0994.

Coming Soon….
This is such an exciting time at St. Paul’s! We are planning numerous
programs and events but, with one question in mind...are they making
an impact as they are or do we need to rethink our approach and transform some things? In March, nearly 50 people joined us for a Youth
Brainstorming session. We are moving forward this month, considering
the information we received. We will build momentum as we head
through summer with Confirmation, Vacation Bible School, the Rally Day
Picnic, Sunday School, the Cow Harbor Day Parade and a special event in
October - St. Paul’s Takes Manhattan. All of this will lead us into Fall.
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves! Let’s enjoy the journey and working
as a church family, to get to each destination. If you have a specific talent (printing, photography, catering, etc.), enjoy event planning, brainstorming for upcoming programs, or want to be involved in some
capacity, call the Church Office at 631.754.4422 or email Jill at
jillstpauls@gmail.com and let us know so we can include you as we embark on these exciting journeys!
ST. PAUL’S ANNUAL WOMEN’S COMMUNION BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 6 at 9:00am
For the past 16 years we have had this special service to celebrate women. We
have heard from women who have struggled with drug addiction, women who
have lost loved ones in 9/11 and women who have had to re-acclimate to civilian life after serving our country in the Armed Forces. We have also been entertained by women who portrayed the founding members of St. Paul’s and by
high school students, who through a funded non-profit program, were able to
expand their academic and artistic talents. These women were uplifting and
empowering. Through strong faith, they overcame difficult struggles. We would
like to invite all the women of St. Paul’s and any friends you would like to bring,
to the breakfast on May 6. This year we will hear from the women of St. Paul’s
as they share their stories of faith. We begin with Rev. Annemarie Noto offering
Service in the Sanctuary at 9:00am and proceed to the Youth Building for
breakfast where Don Henninger & crew NEVER disappoint with their wonderful
delicacies. There is no fee for this breakfast, a good will offering would be appreciated.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS HERE!!
August 7th-11th from 9-12pm
Children ages 3 through 4th grade
There is no fee for this program!
Join us, we’re going to Rome! We’ll be exploring
caves, meeting Paul the Apostle, making projects,
playing games, and tasting foods from Rome!
There will be a special performance and potluck
lunch at the end of the week. And you’ll probably
make some new friends while doing all of this!!
You can pick up a registration form in the Narthex, Church Office or directly download it from
our website www.stpaulseastnorthport.org. If you
have any questions, call Marianne Winthrop at
631.757.7498. BRING A FRIEND WITH YOU!

HAVE YOU GOT TALENT?
Do you sing...play an instrument…? Whatever your gift, please come share it on a Sunday in July or August! The choirs are all taking a much deserved vacation and during
this time, we would like to invite anyone interested, to come and share their talent. We
welcome soloists, duets with a friend, quartets, whatever you’d like. Do you play the
strings or a brass instrument? That would be a gift as well. We’re beginning to look at
scheduling and we have a spot for you to fill any Sunday from July 2 through September 3. Call Carol Nichol at 631.266.3582 as soon as you know what date will work
for you.

“Music is a fair and glorious gift of God. I would not for the world forgo my humble share of music. Singers
are never sorrowful, but are merry, and smile through their troubles in song. Music makes people kinder,
gentler, more staid and reasonable-the devil flees before the sound of music almost as before the Word of
God.”
- Martin Luther
VISITATION
Members of St Paul’s visit and bring communion, in the name of Jesus Christ, to our
homebound and others who are unable to attend worship regularly. Visitors make contact by phone or visit at least once a month and bring an assurance of God's presence,
care and peace. If you or a loved one would appreciate a visit, please call the church office at 631.754.4422.

SAVE THE DATE!
October 27th 7:00pm-11:00pm
Envision city landmarks, hot pretzels,
great music, dancing, raffles and other
surprises throughout the night. Gather
the family, friends or both and get a
table or just come along and mix with
others!
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As they do every year, the wonderful ladies of FROGS assembled nearly 60 Easter baskets for the
Northport Ecumenical Lay Council Food Pantry. They hand delivered them and we’re sure there
are some very happy children who are grateful for their efforts. Thank you!

RALLY DAY!!
Immediately following Sunday School on September 10th at 11:00am! We’ll
have hamburgers on the bbq, ice cream, old fashioned races & games. Although this celebrates the kick-off of Sunday School, it is open to the entire
congregation. More information to come as we get closer!

LADIES AID SOCIETY would like to wish all our women of St. Paul's a happy and blessed Mother's Day. May it be as special as you are to all of us and your families! We sincerely hope that you
will enjoy our Mother's Day Booklet given in memory and honor of all those past and present.
A couple of reminders; we have a Ladies Aid meeting on May 16th at noon, all women are welcome!
Father's Day booklet deadline is June 4th, so please get your entries in as soon as possible. Any corrections and/or additions have to be in by this date. Thank you all for your support.
The monies for the Mother's and Father's Day Booklets will be going towards the interior painting
of the chapel area and other areas as needed. We aim to raise app. $3,000.00 between both
books.
On June 20th we will be having our member luncheon at La Casa, located at Crab Meadow
beach. Everyone enjoyed it there last year. We will collect monies at our May meeting. Hope you
can all attend. The view of the water and atmosphere are delightful!
On June 25th we will have a BAKE AND BROOM SALE. Members please don't forget to bring
something special and homemade. We hope we will have our great supporters purchase the
"goodies" for their home and tables. Without your generous donations, we couldn't fulfill the needs
of the church as we do. God has blessed us and we are truly thankful.— Eleanore Aebisher
Witnessing Stewardship
Reflections on Sharing our Time, Talents and Treasures
By Richard Klein

“If we live in the light as He is in the light, we share what we have in God with each other. And the
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, makes our lives clean from all sin.” 1 John 1:7.
It’s been my privilege to serve as Stewardship Chair for the past six years. Writing these Viewpoint articles has challenged and required me to evaluate my own life as to sharing of my Time,
Talents and Treasures. I chose this scripture because the focus is on what God has done for us
which empowers us to walk in the light.
As forgiven sinners, we at St. Paul’s are natural sharers. When there’s a financial need, people
step up. When someone is burdened, I see and hear people reaching out with a gracious word, or
a meal delivery or a ride to the doctor. Our dedicated volunteers perform a host of tasks not looking for recognition, but just to ensure that our St. Paul’s is a beacon for all those who step
through our church doors.

God has provided our brothers and sisters with natural and spiritual gifts that the entire body
reaps the reward. We all have special gifts and abilities that our Lord would have us use for his
glory. I encourage those who have not actively participated in the past to step out in faith and see
how God can use you.
I look forward as to what the Lord is going to do in our midst going forward. I would like to close
with a version of Matthew 5:14-16. I believe it exemplifies what each of our missions should be:
You’re here to be light, bringing out the God colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re
going public with this, as a city on a hill. If I make you light bearers, you don’t think I’m going to
hide you under a bucket, do you? Now that I’ve put you on a light stand-shine! Keep open house; be
generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this
generous Father in heaven.

We hope you will join us on May 7 at 12:30pm in the
Fellowship Room as we vote on the budget for the upcoming fiscal year, July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018. We are
also voting to approve the proposed Executive Committee.
The next Congregational Meeting will be October 15. At
this meeting, all of the committees of St. Paul’s will report on what they have accomplished in the past year
and what they’re planning for the year ahead.
Our Council Board members meet every second Monday
of the month with Pastor Schenkel and all are welcome
to attend. Check the website calendar for updates!

2017/18 ST. PAUL’S PROPOSED
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Brian Flanagan for President

Will Growvogel for Vice President

Brian, along with
his wife Doreen
and
ch il dren
Kelly and Kyle
became members
of St Paul's in
2005. Over the
past years, Brian
has provided his time and talent in a number of various
church activities. For the past
year he has been a member of
Church Council. Brian was
born and raised in East Northport and currently resides here
with his family.

Will is proud to be a member of
St. Paul's (since 1972) where
God's Word is faithfully and lovingly taught and lived. He enjoys
the weekly Bible Studies and
helping as Usher, Buildings &
Grounds ( Ellie's 7th assistant)
and Breakfast Cook (Don's 6th
assistant). Will has served several previous terms on the
Church Council in the roles of
President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Financial Secretary.

Paul Homer for Financial Secretary
Paul serves as Director at
Long Island Lutheran Day
School at St. Paul’s and
Long
Island
Lutheran
Middle and High Schools
where he is also Treasurer.
He is currently the Financial Secretary
on Church Council. Paul resides with his
wife and two sons.

John Winthrop
for Treasurer
John is currently the Treasurer
on Council. He
and his wife
Marianne were
married at St.
Paul’s in 1987. After living in
Maryland for 10 years they
moved back to Long Island
and became members. John
and Marianne live in Northport with their four children.

Linda Bishop for Recording
Secretary
Linda has been at St
Paul's for about 6
years. It was her privilege to become active
on the Altar Guild &
help
with
Peanut
Butter & Jelly Gang.
She also volunteers in the
Church Office every Tuesday.
She is looking forward to many
more active years at St Paul's.

GUILTY
Your BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE is guilty of the continual maintenance here
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. We analyze and discuss the importance of the projects
addressed. Aside from monthly general expenses we are forever reaching into the budget
for funds to take care of our buildings and property. Seldom are the cost of items minimal. Our Ladies Aid, the Agnes’ Attic ladies and members of our congregation contribute funds generously toward the various projects. We would like to share with you just
where and how your contributions are being put to use.
►Rusty, broken and ugly base radiator covers in the Youth Building were removed and
replaced with wooden units – cost $3,850.00. This expense was shared with LILDS.
►Sections of a very large tree were falling to the ground at the rear of the Youth Building. Fortunately, no individuals were hurt and there was no damage to the building.
The expense of removing the tree was $2,600.00. This was also shared with LILDS.
►Loose cement on two stairway areas was removed and repaired at a cost of $750.00.
Again, shared with LILDS.
►Solar Panels were installed on the LILDS School Building and also on St. Paul’s roof.
This was done at no cost and soon we will see the benefit of this project cutting down
the cost of our monthly electric bill.
►Several interior doors have been replaced. Labor supplied by a member.
ANTICIPATED PROJECTS
I986 was when the Chapel was last painted. We have made plans for the interior of the
Chapel to be painted this June. This would include the front and rear entrance hallways and the historian’s room and stairwell. Estimate for this is $5,140.00. Funds to
help cover this expense have generously been given by individual members, Agnes’ Attic
and Ladies Aid. The CENTURY OLD TIN ceiling was not included in this figure. The estimate to paint the tin ceiling is $3,080.00. The Ladies Aid hopes to cover this with the
income from their Mother’s and Father’s Day booklets.

COMMEMORATIVE GARDEN BRICKS
Sometimes we can’t think of that one “different” gift
we want to give someone. Something memorable,
something personal, for a birthday, wedding, baptism,
confirmation, first communion or maybe a memorial
for a love one lost or thanks to God for your many
blessings. We have engraved bricks, either 4x8 or 8x8
for the Commemorative Garden. Feel free to walk
through the garden and take a look at all the special
bricks which have already been placed. The next
deadline for ordering will be June 30. Order forms
can be found in the church office or Narthex.

OFFICIAL ACTS
January—April

Baptisms:

Funerals:

Amelia Wolcott 2/19/17
Aiden Ryan Finzel 2/26/17
Jack Crousillat 4/15/17

Walter I. Brandsema 1/23/17
Toivo A. Koski 2/11/17

Rita Drewitz 3/1/17

Mason Crousillat 4/15/17

Patricia A. Herfurth 3/21/17

Juliette Crousillat 4/15/17
Colette Crousillat 4/15/17

Edgar H. Luber 4/22/17

Lap Kongdasengchanh 4/23/17
Sengdeuane Kongdasengchanh 4/23/17
Joe Vongprachanh 4/23/17
Ryan Bockelken 4/23/17
Weddings:
Lap Kongdasengchanh and
Sengdeuane Sisongkham 2/18/17
Edgar Bardales & Samantha Hillmann 2/12/17

Pentecost, June 4th, is the 50th anniversary of
Pastor Gary
Mehl's Ordination. There will be a surprise celebration for him at the Lutheran
Church of the Palms, Palm Harbor, Florida. Do you have any pictures or letters
with your memories, a card of thanksgiving and joy for his ministry among
us. Please forward in time for the celebration. Forward to: Pastor Greg
Hager, Lutheran Church of the Palms 2250 Nebraska Ave, Palm Harbor, Florida
34683.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO MADE THEIR
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Jack Crousillat

Connor Farrington

Thomas Frein

Sonja Furia

Michael Hanratty

Brady Homer

Michael Jennings

James Llano

Anthony Loiacono

Ava Olsen

Logan Piacentini

Carolyn Voorhees

Kaylee Walsh

Tara Weiss

SCOUT SUNDAY!
Boy Scout Sunday was February 5th and
Girl Scout Sunday was March 12th. We
were very happy to have them share in
our Services.

THANK YOU!
The 8th Annual Soles4Souls
Shoe Drive was a success.
The Northport-East Northport area contributed over 20,000 pairs and
we at St. Paul’s are responsible for about
500 of those!

THE
LENTEN
FAIR
The
children
created
crafts that reminded us of
new beginnings and Jesus’ resurrection, they
colored easter eggs, and
made homemade pretzels.
There
were
delicious
soups and chili.
The
Easter bunny and the
egg hunt were a lot of
fun. Thank you to Glenda
McNerney, Kate Farrington, Nancy Jaissle, Brenna Farrington and all
those who helped make
this a wonderful event.

THE LAST SUPPER
On April 2nd, those involved in Sunday School hosted Fellowship Time. They served foods
representing the Last Supper. Thank you Kathy Bluethgen for all of your hard work and to
all who assisted, for such a meaningful experience.

On April 9 about 100 people joined us for
Palm Sunday Breakfast! We raised app.
$700 to put toward building a home in Latin America for Food for the Poor. Between
the wonderful fellowship and delicious food,
all was a great success. On Tuesday, April
11th Pastor Schenkel held a Christian Seder with nearly 60 people attending to
learn about the connection we have from
Passover to Jesus in the Upper Room at the
Last Supper. It was a powerful evening for
all. These events could not have been possible without the help of the following people; Pastor Schenkel, Jill Neary, Bill
Kletecka, Marianne Tetreault and Karen
Scifer, Jackie and Bob Manz, John
and Marianne Winthrop, Carolyn
Fricke, Joan Holliday-Becker, Roy and
Ann Olsen, Fran Byrne, Gail Myles,
Mark Penny, Linda Burns, Michele
Farrell and all who helped set up and
clean up! We have a very helpful and
generous congregation, thank you all!
A big thanks to John from MB Mayfair
Bagels in Commack who donated the
rugelach and gave us a great price on
the breads and bagels and even sliced
them!

MEAL PACKING AT LUHI
On Sunday, April 2nd, St. Paul’s joined about 1,300 other volunteers for a meal packing at LuHi. This year 316,060 meals
were packed. About 200,000 of those stay right here on Long
Island and the remainder go to Haiti.

