How did December 25 Become Christmas Day?
Some churches celebrated Jesus' birth on January 6, others April 20, May 20, March 29, and
September 29. Finally so much confusion reigned that Saint Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, about the middle of the fourth century, inquired of the Roman bishop, Julius, regarding the correct date. Julius wrote
Cyril and reported that he personally favored December 25. Obviously refusing to accept this date as
valid, Cyril and the Jerusalem church continued celebrating the event for many years on January 6.
In A.D. 354, two years following the end of Saint Julius' reign, the new Roman bishop, Liberius, ordered
all his people to celebrate December 25 as the correct day of Christ's birth.

What did December 25 Originally Celebrate?
For some time before the coming of Christianity, December 25 was a time of pagan celebration.

The pagans knew that at this point in their calendar the shortest day and longest night had passed,
that little by little the sun would rise higher and remain longer in the sky, bringing with it the promise
of spring. Prior to this day, occurred the weeklong Roman feast called Saturnalia (December 17-24)
held in honor of the deity Saturn. This festival brought hopes for peace, happiness, and goodness that
supposedly occurred during Saturn's reign. Emperor Aurelian (A.D. 270-275) quickly capitalized upon
the heathen worship of the sun and in the year A.D. 274, officially declared December 25 as the birthday of the Unconquered Sun.
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Christmas music!
Play a musical instrument or want to sing with the Chancel Choir on Christmas Eve? We can use your help enhancing our Christmas
services. We will meet a couple times before Christmas Eve to practice. If you are interested, contact Debbie Peltz 631-835-2399 or
Marjorie Waxenberg at marjorie.waxenberg@gmail.com. We would love to have Middle or High School kids play with siblings or
friends!

Why do we sing Christmas “Carols”?
Christmas Caroling does not have the religious origin that we might think it has. In fact, early Puritan churches had great debates over "Christmas carols". The word "carol" means "a dance - a dance which developed
when ancient pagan revelers joined hands and circled around a fire, singing as they went." Slowly over time,
some of the less religious carols (I Saw Three Ships, The Holly and the Ivy) were replaced with more religious,
traditional carols (Silent Night, Away in a Manger).

The Huntington Choral Society presents
“Centennial Celebration:
An all Leonard Bernstein Concert”
Saturday, December 9 at 8:00pm at Huntington
High School, Oakwood & McKay Roads, Huntington. Tickets at the door or contact Ann and
Roy Olsen at 631-261-2521.

Where did the name Christmas originate?
In the medieval ages, the celebration of Christmas took the form of a special mass said at midnight on the eve
of Christ's birth. Since this was the only time in the Catholic church year when a midnight mass was allowed, it
soon became known in the Old English as Christes Masse (Christ's Mass), from which is derived Christmas.

Give yourself the gift of 30 minutes a week for the next 3 weeks.
Come enjoy a sense of peacefulness while connecting with a promising message. Our “Together in Advent" midweek Services offered
at Noon or 7pm will invigorate and gently remind us that this
frenetic season is about being present, sharing joy and wrapping
ourselves and others with love.
December 6 - Being Present for One Another.
December 13 - Sharing Joy with Those Around Us.
December 20 - Wrap People with Love.
CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve
8:30AM - Fourth Sunday of Advent Service
10:00AM - Sunday School Christmas Presentation
5:00PM - Family Service, Children’s Message
7:00PM - Candlelight Service in the Main Sanctuary, Bell Choir
9:00PM - Candlelight Service in the Main Sanctuary, Chancel Choir
11:00PM - Candlelight Vigil, Historic Chapel
Christmas Day
11:00AM Service

What’s the deal with Santa Claus?
Even though our world today has used Santa as strongest means of taking "Christ" out of Christmas, this annual tradition as many of you know, has a Christian origin. Before he was Santa Claus, he was Saint Nicholas in
Asia Minor. Many traditions and stories developed in that area about the Christian kindness, popularity, and
selflessness of this man. The story which inspired the modern vision of Santa Claus tells of three maidens
(daughters of a rich merchant) who lost their wealth, and were now destined to failure. Saint Nicholas provided bags of gold for all three and they were happily married. From that picture - Nicholas with bags of gold
over his shoulder - developed the picture of Santa with bags of toys. However, the real popularity of Santa
Claus in the U.S. is due to the work of a seminary professor/Pastor in 1822. Inspired by the story of St. Nicholas,
Clement Clarke Moore, a professor at General Theological Seminary in New York, wrote and then was greatly
embarrassed when his non-religious poem "Twas the Night Before Christmas" was published throughout the
nation. From this poem, written to amuse his own children, comes the modern popularity and tradition of Santa Claus that we have today.

On Sunday, December 24 at the 10:00AM service, our Sunday School children
will be presenting “Twas the Night Before Christmas”.
Join us to enjoy this special message.

Do you stress out trying to find the perfect gift? Don’t know what to get the
person who has everything?! Here are some ideas.
COMMEMORATIVE BRICKS are a beautiful way to remember or celebrate someone. We are placing an order come the new year so get yours in by December 31. The
bricks are $150. and pavers are $400. Brochures can be found in the Narthex and
Church Office.
TRIBUTE GIFT CARDS - A monetary gift donation supporting the
NORTHPORT FOOD PANTRY is a meaningful way to honor family, friends, or business associates, to express your appreciation or
love, celebrate special occasions and holidays, or send an expression
of sympathy to the bereaved. Sending a TRIBUTE GIFT CARD
along with a contribution to the ELC Food Pantry assists in the
feeding of over 120 families in our community. These cards are
available in the Church Office and in the Narthex. The Northport/
East/Northport Food Pantry exists as a mission of love and faith
providing food and support.

Thank you to the Congregation; for your prayers, those
who donated a box and everyone who assisted me along
the way. Thanks to Ray Herfurth for helping me
transport

227

boxes!

Thank you to Agnes’ Attic,
Missions & Evangelism and LuDay for your generous donations. They
are gratefully appreciated. When a box is given to a child they are also
hearing the Gospel message and they receive a storybook that shares a
message of salvation. This shoebox may be the first gift this child has ever
received and they pray thanks to God for them.
- Linda Burns

Take A Tag!
Our Giving Tree is up in
the Narthex, adorned with
gift tags for those less fortunate. Pick a tag, sign it
out in the book and bring
back your unwrapped gift.

Deadline for dropping off
gifts is Sunday, December
17. Thank you so much!

Who started this thing with the Christmas Tree?
This tradition originally had a pagan origin. German tribes believed bringing a tree in the house was like
bringing in god. In this, they placed offerings on the tree to the "sun god". However, the popularity of the
Christmas tree today is due to Martin Luther. After years where the tradition had been forgotten, he reintroduced it along with decorating and lighting the tree to celebrate the light and the life of Christmas - given to us
by Christ.

Soaring to New Heights In SUNDAY SCHOOL!

In Sunday School, we’re empowering children with
hands on learning! There’s the opportunity to help
those who need, give back to our community and be
reminded how important it is to move forward in life
with grace, forgiveness and acceptance. We are so
grateful for our Sunday School teachers who volunteer
their time on a weekly basis!

Cross Generation

opportunities that have
immeasurable value.

Lessons with values that
help children grow in our
ever-changing world.

Vacation Bible School was a Blast!
The kids had a lot of fun as did our own resident Wizard —“Jeddicus”. He entertained
the kids every morning with his experiments.
Try to stay dry next year when we take the kids on a
ROLLING RIVER RAMPAGE!!

2018 FIRST COMMUNICANTS!
Peanut Butter & Jelly Gang in the
Fellowship Room after the
8:30am and 10:00am services on
December 17.

First Communion Orientation is on Sunday, December
10 at 11:30am Fellowship Room. Please be sure to join
us as we will discuss the class schedule amongst other
topics.

Christ caring for people through people is happening here at St. Paul’s! It is with much preparation,
prayer, and commitment that St. Paul’s brings you Stephen Ministry. Stephen Ministry is a ministry of caring and empathy that equips congregations to meet people’s emotional and spiritual needs
in a highly effective way through well trained lay people.
Our Stephen Leaders are underway preparing to lead the first Stephen Ministry class starting in
January. We have seen and heard much enthusiasm and excitement about this ministry and we are
looking forward to having this program in our congregation and community. If you would like to
receive additional information or have questions, contact Barbara Gai, Debbie Peltz, or Pastor
Pryer at stpaulsstephenministry@googlegroups.com.

We had an amazing night in “NY”
Now mark your calendar for next
year and join us in the beer garden
for...

“Oktoberfest”
November 3, 2018

OFFICIAL ACTS
August—November

Baptisms:

Weddings:

JuliannaCompagno 8/13/17

Danielle & Anthony Bliss

Riley Mondelli 9/10/17

Willa Beach 9/24/17

10/8/17

Grace Rodgers 10/1/17

Patricia & Daniel Van Emmerik

Juliet McGowan 10/8/17

10/14/17

Charlee Kraiss 10/9/17

Devin Gruner & Robert Deutsch

Ryder Patrone 11/5/17

11/25/17

Ryan Dionne 11/12/17
Funerals:

Gustav Aebisher 9/26/17

VISITATION
Members of St Paul’s visit and bring communion, in the name of Jesus Christ, to our homebound and others who are unable to attend worship regularly. Visitors make contact by phone or visit at least once a month and bring an assurance of
God's presence, care and peace. If you or a loved one would appreciate a visit, please call the church office at 631.754.4422.
COUNSELING RESOURCE AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS
The Congregation Council leaders approved participation as an association church of the Lutheran Counseling Center.
This excellent program makes it possible for St. Paul’s members to get professional faith-based therapy at a reduced rate.
The center also provides quality mental health seminars for youth groups, parents and senior groups. Cost to the congregation is $600. for the year. The Lutheran Counseling Center will see any member, couple or family of St. Paul’s for a maximum of four visits for a nominal fee of $25. per session. The standard fee ranges from $65.-$80. a session. For further inquiries, please call 516.741.0994.

Who is Joseph? What role did
he play in the birth and life of
Jesus? His critical and courageous role is something this
book addresses. There is a bit
of reading between the lines
and connecting the dots,
since there isn’t a whole lot
about Joseph in the gospel.
That’s what makes this a
great book for discussion. It’s also a short read at only
138 pages. Get yourself a copy and join us as we intentionally discuss this wonderful story right before Christmas!
Book discussion will be held on December 17 at
11:30am.

A HOUSE FOR THE LOPEZ FAMILY!
During Lent with Food for the Poor, and because of everyone’s generous contributions
the Lopez family now has a home! A house
was built for them in El Roble, Santa Barbara,
Honduras! We are blessed to have such a
giving and compassionate congregation.
St. Paul's Prayer Chain

"What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer," words we often sing on a Sunday morning. For the members of the Prayer
Chain it is our privilege to pray for you, your family, neighbors or friends. When a prayer is requested, I pass it along to several people
who pray and then pass the request along to someone else. Most of us keep a prayer journal so we will continue to pray for those people
until we hear how they are doing. Prayers can be for healing, comfort, God's peace or thanksgiving. We don't need to know the details.
God knows who we are praying for and will answer according to his will.
Our group began in 1984 and many of us are charter members. We would love to have you join us. It only takes a few minutes to pray.
There are no meetings or dues, just the satisfaction that you are serving the Lord. If you are interested, please call or email Grace Black
at 631-757-7304 or blackkl39@verizon.net.
- Grace Black

How about the Nativity?
The tradition of setting up a three dimensional layout depicting the significant characters of the Christmas story began in Southern Europe before Luther, most likely with St. Francis of Assisi. During his time, Luther encouraged families to sing carols and do devotions around a cradle to remember and celebrate the coming of
our Lord as a baby.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

$10.00 each plant

Deadline for ordering, Sunday, December 17, 2017
PRINT exactly as you would like your comments to appear in the Service Folder.
Place form in offering plate or drop off at Church Office. If you have any questions contact
Catherine or Kathleen Calvanese at 631.266.2468. Make check payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.
Poinsettias may be picked up after the 11:00am Christmas Day service.
Your Envelope Number ________
NAME:__________________________________________________________________

Quantity: ______

Amount: $______ Pick Up:______ Give to Home Bound: ______

In Loving Memory: ____________________________________________________________________

Thank Offering: _______________________________________________________________________

In Honor of: __________________________________________________________________________

By: __________________________________________________________________________________

Tear Here

What’s the story of the Advent Wreath?
This is probably the most common of all family
Christmas traditions. It began in old German
clans and grew into thousands of homes and
churches. The Advent Wreath symbolizes the
eternity of God (the circle) and of the human
soul. The number of candles and what order
they were lit varied greatly throughout history.
The most popular form today is a wreath with
four candles, one for each Sunday in Advent.

Can’t make it Sunday in the
morning? Join us at our new
Service time, 5:00PM.

