
 

 

 

                            

 Presents . . Presents . . and more presents - the theme for Christmas in our world today, is the giving of ma-

terialistic gifts and having what we want.  From Black Friday to Cyber Monday to sales, sales and more 

sales.  Much time is spent for these moments today, but how much does it really matter?  How many of you 

remember your favorite gifts from last year?   5 years ago?   10 years ago?  And how many of them still work?  

How quickly the presents of Christmas today become broken, out of style, or yesterday’s technology! 

The giving of presents (gifts) has been long associated with Christ’s birth.  The visit of the Wise 

Men was, as we sing in the classic hymn We Three Kings, was to “Bear gifts as we traverse afar”.  The 

Christmas angels first broke the news and the gift of Christ to the Shepherds!  After hearing the angels we 

hear in Luke 2: “When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.”  The shepherds 

were doing what you and I do today when we hear that a friend or a loved one has just given birth to a new 

child, they were giving a gift.  Their gift giving went much deeper as they knew that the presents they were 

giving were to the greatest gift of all!   From that tradition came the thoughtfulness of Saint Nicholas.  He 

was a Catholic priest, who began today’s modern concept of gift giving by going around with a sack to give 

presents to all the less fortunate children and to share with them the great present of Christ’s birth at 

Christmas! 

The problem with presents today is not in the giving of the gifts but the motivations behind them.  

Presents given to one another at Christmas were intended, like St. Nicholas, to reflect the giving of the 

greatest gift of all, by God the Father, to you and I, the creation, as He gave His Son, Jesus!  But now, 

materialism is often the motivation of the holiday!  We forget the meaning and foundational reason behind 

the celebration of Christmas and replace it with our own sinful and faulty motivations!   

On Christmas Day, we celebrate the “p-r-e-s-e-n-c-e” behind the presents (gifts).  We gather as 

God’s people around the gifts which empower us to believe and know the real meaning and gift of Christ!  

That presence of Christ among us in Word and Sacrament is the greatest present we get today and every 

day because it is God’s constant assurance of grace and forgiveness.  The present of His presence is here 

as often as “we eat and drink” and as often as we need it - which is always!  The Gift of Christ’s presence is 

not just on December 25, but every day in the Lord! 

        - Pastor Schenkel 

“Presents & Presence” 



     Wednesday Advent Services           

Noon and 8:00pm on December 7, 14 & 21 

Please join us throughout this holiday season for time in  

God’s Presence 

                                                                                                   
Christmas Eve Services 

5:00pm Family Service with Children’s Message 

7:30pm & 9:30pm Candlelight Services in the Main Sanctuary 

11:00pm Candlelight Vigil in the Chapel 
 

Christmas Day 
10:00am Festival Service in the Main Sanctuary 

Children’s Sunday School Christmas Program                                           

December 18 during 11:30am Liturgy                   

      Wednesday, December 28 at 8:00pm                                                  

 We’ll be singing Christmas hymns at                                                                         

   Liturgy of Lessons and Carols   

New Year’s Eve  Festival Service at 5:00pm   

                                       

New Year’s Day services at 8:30, 10:00 and 11:30am 



Saturday, December 17th at 11:00am 

YOU ARE INVITED TO HOP ON BOARD FOR A FESTIVE FEW HOURS 

The event is to prepare our St. Paul’s for the joyous celebration of our Savior’s birth 

Setting up Nativity Figures 

Christmas Trees will be put in place 

Treasured Ornaments will adorn the branches 

Wreaths will be hung 

WE NEED YOU TO SHARE IN THE EXCITEMENT OF THIS JOY 

(No age restrictions!) 

 GIFT OF LOVE 

There is a joy and excitement in the opening of a gift.  Our greatest gift is God’s love for 

each of us.  Christmas is a time when we focus on Jesus’ birth.  This is the time when St. 

Paul’s has our ADOPT A FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREE in the Narthex.  Tags on the tree 

telling the wishes of items needed as gifts.  For years our members have reached out to 
touch the hearts of many in our community by the giving of these gifts.   

This project is sponsored by our Ecumenical Lay Council.  Families that visit the North-

port Food Pantry are interviewed by Counselors of the YDA and are given the opportunity 

to make wish lists for their families.  Share in the joy of giving by reaching out to put love, 

joy and untold happiness into homes within our community.  Many letters are received in 

the weeks following Christmas from these families expressing deep appreciation not only 

for the gifts but for the love that filled their lives.  

Caroling to the 

Shut- Ins 

All are welcome to join us! Meet on Sunday, 

December 18 in the parking lot at St. Paul’s 

at 2:00pm and we will leave from there! 

Agnes’ Attic’S                             

HOLIDAY BASKETS                   

will be sold at LuDay’s Breakfast with 

Santa on December 10 from 9am-1pm.   

The Annual Advent Fair  

will take place during Sunday School 

on Sunday December 11 in the Fellow-

ship Room and will end around noon.  

We will have various tables; some where 

the kids can create great items to deco-

rate your home for the holidays and oth-

ers to make cookies! There will be soup 

and snacks for everyone so be sure to 

join us! Don’t miss the beautiful baskets 

prepared by Agnes’ Attic in the Nar-

thex!   



  

 

   

 

Astonished is how I feel after working here for almost 4 months.  What could possibly be astonishing?  Being “behind the scenes” has 

given me a crash course on how things get done.  I am convinced that they get done with a lot of heart.  A volunteer is just that, they 

are giving freely of their time and don’t need to if they don’t want to.  There are so many people who combined, make St. Paul’s who 

we are, an amazing family with a huge heart.  There are counters, readers, communion assistants, people who manage the church’s 

database, people who come in the same day every week and assist in the office, people who makes copies, worship assistants, people 

who prepare the altar and those that greet you, teachers, committee members, a Council, acolytes, people tending to the nursery, 

those who entertain us with their voice or instrument, others that prepare bulk mailings, and still others who run various groups, 

programs or drives, and there are volunteers who work in Agnes’ Attic.  It is astonishing how all of these people overlap and work 

together to help make this congregation run.  As we come near to closing 2016, I would like to say thank you…thank you to 

all of the volunteers who take the time to do what they do, whether it’s an hour a year or 4 hours a 

week, you all contribute your time with unbelievable heart and for that, Pastor Schenkel, Pastor Pryer, Bill & I 

appreciate your dedication every day!  I look forward to working with everyone in 2017 and hopefully new people too, as we all con-

tinue to unite together to worship with this wonderful family we call St. Paul’s.      

            - Jill Neary 

SERVICE FOLDER COVERS  

There are only a few special preprinted Service Folder covers left! To dedicate a special cover, contact the Church Office at 
631.754.4422. The following are available:                                                     

         Children’s Christmas Program on 12/18    New Year’s Day 

                         

   

The Value of a St. Paul’s Volunteer                      
Astonished...feeling amazed, surprised, impressed…                                                          

                                                                                                                                                         

Allison Trevaskis for teaching a dozen of us CPR.  We appreciate you donating your time &      

empowering us with this life-saving skill!         

 

Thank you so much for the well wishes, cards, emails, texts, food and flowers after my surgery and during my chemotherapy and 

recovery.  I am truly blessed to be a part of the St. Paul's Family. I'm very close to the finish line and appreciate all you have done to 

help me and my family get through this difficult time.                           Blessings, Tricia Faltings 



  

LADIES AID wishes to thank all of our 

loyal supporters.  We were able to raise 

$660 at our last Bake & Broom Sale.  

The funds will be used toward the esti-

mated $5,000 it will cost to paint the 

chapel areas.   We hope all of the food 

was enjoyed by everyone! We don’t meet 
in January so we look forward to seeing 

you on February 21, 2017 at our next 

meeting.  We hope you all enjoy the 

holidays! Reminder: Our Christmas 

Luncheon is on December 20! 

 Stewardship Pledge Cards            

When you return your Stewardship Pledge 

card, please put your name on the front of 

the envelope!  If you’ve already returned it 

and forgot to put your name on it, please 

send another. 

                                                 
 

 

Lessons from the Infant Jesus:                    
It is interesting to note that throughout his adult life Jesus always taught us to give and to serve. He first came into this 
world as one who needed assistance. It was no accident that he was born without a place to lay his head. In coming to our 
world in this way Jesus shows us there is no shame in being poor. A risk we take when we practice stewardship is that we 
may begin to think of ourselves as better or luckier than someone in need and consciously or unconscionably look down 
upon those who need our generosity. When we look down upon the poor we look down upon the infant Jesus Himself. 
Lessons from the Shepherds:                            
The shepherds came from the fields bringing only themselves and their sheep. Yet their interest in Jesus was enough to 
win them a place in the Christmas story for all times. What is their stewardship message to us? Even if all we have to give 
is our interest, our caring, and our time to come and visit; those are important gifts to give.                              
Lessons from the Wise Men:               
The Wise Men present an entirely different message than the shepherds. Like most of us, these were men with many 
blessings. They are praised in the Christmas story not just for coming to worship Jesus but also for bringing Him gifts. 
The lesson is that just going to church is not enough. We are blessed to be a blessing to others and to our Lord. 

I WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 

BLESSED, HEALTHY AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Witnessing Stewardship                                                                       
Reflections on Sharing our Time, Talents and Treasures                                                                       

By Richard Klein 

Souper Bowl of Caring is about young people helping to fight hunger 
right here, in our own community.  It began with 1 group in 1990 who 
raised $5,700 in monetary and food items.  In January 2016, 6,830 
groups participated and raised $10,473,087 in cash and food for vari-
ous charities. In January we will have a soup pot in the Narthex and 
will be collecting food donations.  Super Bowl Sunday, February 7th a 
special offering will be received after each service.  We hope you will 
join us as we blitz out hunger!  100% of the donations and proceeds 
will go to the Northport Ecumenical Lay Council Food Pantry.   

Peanut Butter & 

Jelly Gang                   

Sunday, January 
29 after the 8:30am and 

10:00am services. 

MARTIN LUTHER NYC TRIP!

Reserve your spot as soon as possi-

ble as we have opened the trip to 

other churches.  Flyers available in 

the Church Office or  Narthex.   



The Prime Timers gathered on November 14th for their annu-

al Thanksgiving Day luncheon, coordinated by Betty & 

George Oberle.  The food and company were great!  We also 

celebrated all the November birthdays of our members but 

especially the 90th birthday of our dear friend, Eleanor Min-

nock.  Harvey Knopf entertained us with his original play, 

Train Trouble.  Thanks to the volunteer  performers, we all 
enjoyed the show!  

Our trip to the 

Westchester Din-

ner Theatre to see 

the Christmas 

show is coming up 

on Wednesday, 

Dec. 7th. Please 

be at the Methodist 

Church on Pulaski 

R o a d  b y  9 : 1 5 

a.m. Remember to 
park along the sides of 

the parking lot. 

Looking forward 

to a great day. Any 

questions, call 

G r a c e  B l a c k 

at 631-757-7304. 

Our next book in the Book Club Bible Study gives 

us some insight into the heart of Pope Francis: The 

Name of God is Mercy.  This book will be dis-

cussed on Thursday, January 12 at 7:00pm.   

 

 

1:00pm Wednesday Bible Study 

Join us as we finish up 2016 with our discussion on 

world religions:              

12/7—Jehovah’s Witness                                       

12/14—Latter-Day Saints                                     

12/21—Quakers 

Mark your calendars as we will begin a new jour-

ney on January 11, 2017.  In preparation for  the 

Holy Land trip we will be  looking at Jesus’ foot-

steps in the Holy Land in the Bible. 

     

 

Reformation & Advent Kickoff Parties, Huge Success!                                                           
At the Reformation Party, we enjoyed so many goodies and delicious soups and salads.  It was so nice 

to sit down, relax, and chat with people in the congregation.  Thank you to all who baked and donated 

and to the Fellowship Committee for all their hard work putting it together.  Another big hit is our 

Fellowship Hour.  It is so nice to see families gathering to take that much needed break in their busy 

lives to have a cup of coffee or tea and a goodie.  The Advent Kickoff Dinner was fantastic with many 

delicious options for dinner and dessert with over 50 people attending!  After dinner, we headed up to 

the church to sing advent hymns and were treated to a special concert by the Children’s Choir. Thank 
you to Ladies Aid for donating their dues money to our committee to offset the cost of supplies.  We 

are planning more potlucks for the winter months so be sure to participate in at least one!  Our com-

mittee also ministers to those in need of meals, rides or visits, so if   you are in need of  this              

ministry, or know of someone who is, contact Marianne Winthrop, Chairperson of                          

Fellowship Ministry at 631.757.7498.   

tel:631%20757%207498


          

Attention Fifth Grade families (and those who 
may have missed their first communion), the First 
Communion class begins on Wednesday, January 
11th and continues through April 5th.  The class 
meets with Pastor Schenkel in the Historic Chapel 
from 7:00-8:00 PM each Wednesday.  First Com-
munion will be received on Palm Sunday,  April 
9th at the 11:30 AM Service.  Speak with Pastor 
Schenkel for further information. 

  IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY!!                                     

GROUND LEVEL APARTMENT with private entrance and garage parking.  Suitable for one 

person.  Large, sunny living room with kitchen area.  1 bedroom. No pets or smoking.  All includ-

ed $1,050 a month.  If interested, call Jackie or Bob Manz at 631.368.0146. 

Our program is moving along with 

great speed!  We have covered numer-

ous lessons with much enthusiasm 

and laughter.  Please mark your calen-

dar with the remaining dates if you 

haven’t already! 

 

      

  

 

 

Confirmation Class 

12/11 or 12/14              

1/18 or 1/22                  

2/12 or 2/15                                  

3/15 or 3/19                              

4/9 or 4/12                                             

5/17 or 5/21                              

6/2 & 6/4 — 8th Grade 

Important Dates: 

Christmas Program rehearsals will be held: Saturday December 10th from 9am-10:30am for grades 3, 4 & 5.  

Saturday December 17th from 9am-11am for grades K-5 and 10am-11am for Nursery 3 & Nursery 4. 

There will be no Sunday School on Sunday December 25th and January 1st.  Classes for Nursery 3 & 4’s, and K-4th 

grades resume on Sunday January 8, 2017. 

As always, if anyone is interested in helping the Sunday School program please let Pastor Schenkel know or you can 

email me at katefarrington5@gmail.com. 

As Christmas comes closer...and we light our Advent candles...the Sunday School children are hard at work learning 

their roles for the Christmas Program!  The Christmas Program will take place during the 11:30am 

service on December 18th. We have a special request this year!  Calling all Confirmation Students,  

please help us sing our songs and guide the little children during the performance.  Not to worry, words 

for all the songs will be supplied and the gift of your participation will be very much appreciated.  Par-

ents, just a note, each child has a part so rehearsals are really important!  If you have any conflicts with 

rehearsal dates or the program date please notify your Sunday School teacher as soon as possible. 



  OFFICIAL  ACTS                       

November 

 Funerals:  

       Theresa Judt 11/12/16 

       Nancy Rohrssen 11/21/16 

   MICHELLE MARINO, LI Lutheran Day School at St. Paul’s 

Our students, faculty, staff, and parents at LuDay are very proud of our school, not only for the academic excellence and 

innovative programs that inspire our young learners to reach their fullest potential, but for the learning environment 

that inspires Optimism, Trust, Intentionality, Care, and Respect.  These 
are the pillars of an internationally recognized “Inviting School” by the 

International Alliance for Invitational Education. This year Long Is-

land Lutheran Day School at St. Paul’s was among 33 schools from 

around the world that were awarded the prestigious honor as a 2016 

Inviting School. 

The International Alliance for Invitational Education (IAIE) is  a not-for-profit, worldwide organization of educators and 

allied professionals who are dedicated to creating, sustaining, and enhancing positive environments that cordially sum-

mon people to realize their full potential.  

LuDay was nominated for the Inviting Schools Award last fall “as a little powerhouse school for its great dedication to 

the uniquely innovative learning environment that demonstrates a commitment to personal growth with an emphasis on 

developing strong core values and leadership skills. Through meaningful child-centered experiential learning in the 

STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics) lab, through music, art, and theater experiences, mis-

sion work, or in the classrooms, the children develop twenty-first century skills and apply their knowledge as critical 

thinkers and problem-solvers.”  

LuDay accepted the Inviting Schools Award at the IAIE World Conference this month in Kentucky, along with the oth-
er award recipients representing Hong Kong, Nanjing, and others around the world.  It was a wonderful honor and 
speaks to the dedication and uniqueness of this very fine school and community. 

FORMS FOR POINSETTIA ORDERS CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHURCH OFFICE, 

NARTHEX, PARISH NEWS OR BY CALLING IN AN ORDER TO KATHLEEN OR 

CATHERINE CALVANESE AT 631.266.2468. LAST DATE TO SUBMIT ORDERS IS 

DECEMBER 18. 



Music and Worship                              

Debbie Peltz 

Interested in singing but don’t want a weekly com-

mitment?  Come sing or play with the Chancel choir, 

teen choir, children’s choir, or bell choir for the 

Christmas season.  If you enjoy music it will no doubt 

be a gift to yourself as well as to our congregation dur-

ing this festive time of year.   

Play a musical instrument?  We can use your help in 

enhancing our Christmas services.  We will meet once 

or twice before Christmas Eve to practice.  Our first 

rehearsal being December 11, after the 10 service.  If 

you are interested please text Debbie Peltz 631-835-
2399 or let Pastor Schenkel know.   

We are inviting any or all Confirmation students to 

reminisce being “young” again and help in our Sunday 

School Christmas Program.  We encourage all 6th, 

7th, and 8th graders to come to the 11:30am service on 

December 18th and either sit with the chancel choir to 

help the Sunday school children sing or to be of assis-

tance in any ways needed on this day.   

Lastly, do consider one of your New Year’s Resolutions 

to be to volunteer in some aspect of your church.  Our 

music and worship team consists of ushers, altar guild, 

readers, worship assistants, communion assistants, aco-

lytes, and our music groups.  It is with our members 

help that we build our church and when we give of our 
time and talents we grow spiritually and emotionally.  

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.”  Mark 10:45 

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 

serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 

various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 

Children’s Choir is meeting at 11:15am in the 

Choir Room.  Head down and check it out.  They al-

ready have about 7 beautiful voices but would love 

more.  For children in preschool through 5th grade! 
Their next concert is Christmas Eve at the 5:00pm 

service. Contact Margaret 

Winthrop if interested, 

516.313.1347.   

 

 

 

The Huntington Choral Society presents 

its Winter Concert, Handel’s “Judas Maccabaeus” 
with orchestra and soloists on Sunday, December 

11 at 3:00pm at Huntington High School, Oakwood 

& McKay Roads.  For ticket information contact 

Roy and Ann Olsen.  Tickets are also available at the 

door. 

On Friday, December 9, the Northport Cho-
rale will be joined by the Community Band for our 
annual Holiday Concert at 8:00pm at Northport 
High School.  See Don 
Woods or Carol Nichol for 
tickets, which can also be pur-
chased at the door the night 
of the concert.  Hope you'll 
come enjoy!!! 

COUNSELING RESOURCE AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS           
The Congregation Council leaders approved participation as an associa-

tion church of the Lutheran Counseling Center.  This excellent program 

makes it possible for St. Paul’s members to get professional faith-based 

therapy at a reduced rate.  The center also provides quality mental health 

seminars for youth groups, parents and senior groups. Cost to the congre-

gation is $600 for the year.  Now the Lutheran Counseling Center will 

see any member, couple or family of St. Paul’s for a maximum of four 

visits for a nominal fee of $25 per session. The standard fee ranges from 

$65–80 a session.  For further inquiries, please call 516.741.0994. 

 VISITATION - Members of St Paul’s visit and bring 

communion, in the name of Jesus Christ, to our home-

bound and others who are unable to attend worship 

regularly. Visitors make contact by phone or visit at 

least once a month and bring an assurance of God's 

presence, care and peace. If you or a loved one would 

appreciate a visit, please call the church office so that 
we might set up a visit, 631.754.4422.  


