
The Real Man Behind Santa Claus 
1

The tradition of Santa Claus comes from a Greek man named Nicholas,  who lived most of his 2

life in the city of Myra, in the Roman province of Lycia (today southwestern Turkey).   Born 3

sometime after 260 AD,  Nicholas came to believe in Jesus Christ as a child through the 4

influence of his Christian parents.   When he was about 18 years old, his parents died  and he 5 6

inherited their great wealth.   After this, he went to live with his uncle, the abbot of a nearby 7

monastery, and while there decided to become a priest and give all his wealth to the poor. 
8

Sometime thereafter, one of Nicholas’ neighbors lost all he had to provide for his family and so 
was not able to pay a dowry for his three daughters to be married.  Being desperate and 
without faith in God to supply his needs, he cruelly decided to sell his daughters, one by one, 
into prostitution.   When Nicholas heard of their plight, he went by night to their house and 9

tossed a bag of gold coins through an open window.  When the family awoke in the morning 
and found the coins, they were overjoyed and gave thanks to God and the father, repenting, 
soon arranged for his oldest daughter to marry.   In the days that followed, Nicholas did the 10

same for the second and third daughters. 
11

Over the centuries, Christians have remembered this and other stories about Nicholas’s good 
deeds.  In some churches, he is revered as Saint Nicholas  and remembered on December 12

6th, the day he died in about 335 AD.   The closeness of this day to December 25th and 13

Nicholas’s gift-giving probably helped lead Clement Moore to write his famous poem: A Visit 
from St. Nicholas (’Twas the Night Before Christmas) on December 24, 1822.   In fact, the 14

name Santa Claus comes from St. Nicholas. 
15

So, this Christmas, let us remember the real man behind Santa Claus, Nicholas of Myra, and 
his simplicity, generosity and compassion.  Most of all, let us remember and worship the One 
he loved above all, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, whose birth we celebrate.  “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.”  (John 3:16 ESV)
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