
 1 

500 Buena Vista Drive, Merced, CA 95348 

209-383-PRAY (7729)  Fax: 209.383.7403 

www.fbcmerced.com  

Find us on Facebook @ First Baptist Church Merced 

 



 2 

  STATEMENT OF FAITH...what we          

believe...Our Foundation! 

 A.  The Trinity 

                          We teach that the coexistence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the                

  unity of the Godhead is the Trinity.  God eternally exists in  three persons: the   

  Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  These three are co-equal, co-eternal, and are  

  one God.  (Genesis 1:1, 26-27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2   

  Corinthians 13:14) 

  

B.  God the Father 

We teach that God is the creator and sustainer of the universe.  He is changeless, all powerful, 

all knowing and is everywhere.  He is eternal, holy, righteous, and is truth.  The Bible does not 

seek to prove the existence of God; it simply affirms His existence by declaring, “In the begin-

ning God…” (Gen. 1:1; Heb. 1:12; Gen. 17:1; Gen. 18:14; Job 38:39; Rev. 1:8)  

 

C.  God the Son 

We teach that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He is co-equal with the Father and possesses all 

the attributes of deity.  Born of a virgin, He lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as 

the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on the cross.  He arose from the dead 

after three days to demonstrate His power over sin and death.  He ascended to the right hand 

of the Father and will return again someday to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.  

(Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; Hebrews 4:4-16; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 

Timothy 6:14-15; Isaiah 7:14; Hebrews 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-18; Revelation 19:11-16) 

 

D.   God the Holy Spirit 

We teach that the Holy Spirit is a divine person possessing all the attributes of God.  He con-

victs the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment.  The Holy Spirit lives in the life of every 

believer.  He develops a Christ-like character in believers, empowers them for ministry and 

brings comfort in times of hurt.  (Mark 1:8; Acts 2:4; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 Corin-

thians 2:10; Galatians 5:16; 1 Thessalonians 4:8) 

 

E.   The Bible 

  We teach that the Bible is God’s infallible, authoritative Word to us.  It is written by human 

  authors under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the supreme source of truth 

  for Christian beliefs and living.  Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth without error.  (2 

  Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21; Psalms 119:89, 105, 160; Proverbs 30:5; Mark 13:31; Isaiah 

  40:8)   
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F.    Man 

We teach that man was made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character.  Man 

was the supreme object of God’s creation.  Although every person has tremendous potential 

for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience towards God called “sin.”  Sin 

separates people from God and keeps us from a right relationship with God.  (Gen. 1:27; Psalm 

8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8) 

 

G.    Salvation 

We teach that salvation is by grace through faith alone, and is wholly of God on the basis of 

the redemption of Jesus Christ, the merit of His shed blood, and not on the basis of human 

merit or works.  Trusting in Jesus Christ alone as God’s free gift and offer of forgiveness, re-

sults in being saved from sin’s penalty.  When we admit that we are sinners, recognize that the 

Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins, was buried, rose again on the third day, and believe on Him, 

we are saved.  Eternal life begins the moment we repent and receive Jesus Christ into our lives 

by faith.  Once saved, the redeemed are kept by God’s power and thus secure in Christ forev-

er.  (Ephesians 1:7, 2:8-9; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Titus 3:5-6; Romans 6:23; John 14:6; Acts 3:19; 

17:30; Galatians 3:26; Acts 16:31; John 1:12; Romans 10:9; John 6:37-40; 10:28-29; 1 Corinthi-

ans 15:3-5) 

 

H.     Eternal Destiny 

We teach that people were created to exist forever.  We either exist eternally separated from 

God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation.  To be eternally separated 

from God is hell.  To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life.  Heaven and hell are real 

places of eternal existence.  (John 3:16-18; 1 John 2:25; 1 John 5:11-13; Romans 6:23; Revela-

tion 20:15; Matthew 25:44, 46; Philippians 3:20; 2 Corinthians 5:6-8) 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     10.30.16 
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CORE VALUES... Who We Are 

...Our Identity 
PREAMBLE: The following core values define the identity of First Baptist Church of Merced, 

California.  They inspire our ministries, drive our mission and motivate our vision. They are 

the heart and soul of who we are and are striving to become as a body of Christ-followers! 

BIBLE-BASED...Teaching God’s Word! 

                 We are Christ-followers, who desire to live according to the inspired Word of God,  

                searching for and discovering truth with grace and love. 

 

         “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correction and training in  

righteousness, so that the man of God may be fully equipped for every good work.” 

       2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV 

CHRIST-CENTERED...Communicating the Hope of Jesus!                 

                We are Christ-followers, who allow the gospel of Christ to inform and transform  

every aspect of our lives.  

 

                   “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not    

perish but have eternal life. 

John 3:16, NIV 

WORSHIP-ORIENTED...Glorifying the Living God! 

        We are Christ-followers, who are intent on pleasing God, not ourselves! 

 Worship is not about us, it’s all about Jesus! 

 

     “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in sprit   

and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, 

and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

 John 4:23-24, NIV 

COMMUNITY-FOCUSED...Building authentic relationships! 

  We are Christ-followers, who value honesty and transparency in our relationships  

with one another as together we endeavor to equip ourselves 

to be generous and service-oriented. 

 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and  

                                                            with all your mind’; and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”    

Luke 10:27, NIV 
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MISSION-DRIVEN...Making disciples! 

 

We are Christ-followers, who passionately love Jesus by engaging in the mission of Jesus  

to connect, equip and release people for ministry both in the church and the world. 

 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the   

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

 commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 Matthew 28:19-20, NIV 
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MISSION:  Why We Exist 

 

 

We purpose ....To live by faith, to offer hope, and to be  

known by love. 

 

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love, but the greatest of these is love.” 

1 Corinthians 13:13 NIV 

 

 

 

 

Proclaiming the unchanging Christ to a changing world!     

 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”    Hebrews 13:8 NIV 

...Our Focus 

                       

 

 

 

VISION: Where We Are Going 



MERCED, CA 
• The Wikipedia article about Merced gives you a good idea about our city: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merced,_California 

• You can also check out the city data at http://www.city-data.com/city/Merced-

California.html 

 
 
A LITTLE OF OUR STORY 
 

First Baptist Church of Merced began late in 1934 by meeting in homes, as a mission of First Baptist 

Church of Chowchilla.  As attendance grew, arrangements were made to use the Seventh Day 

Adventist church building each Sunday.  

 

The congregation was organized February 10, 1935 with a charter membership of 30.  Rev. L. V. 

Fletcher, who had been active from the start, was called to be the pastor.  He served until 1936.  Dr. 

Andrew Fraser was then called and served for four months after which Rev. and Mrs. Herbert 

Haywood of the Home Missions Board came to serve.  

 

During Rev. Haywood's ministry, three lots were purchased in downtown Merced, at 18th and “P” 

Streets, and a small building was built and dedicated in June 1938.  In 1951 a new and larger building 

containing a Worship Center with a baptistery, class rooms, and a kitchen was built on the property.  

The church was growing with a membership of 469.  

 

As church growth continued, the property and parking at 18th and “P” streets was limited.  In 1962 

a new parcel of property was purchased at the (SW) corner of Olive Avenue and “R” Streets.  In 

1970 the church was approached to sell that parcel of land for development, as plans for 

construction of the Merced Mall, across Olive Avenue, were progressing.  We were offered a larger 

parcel at Buena Vista Drive and “M” Streets – our current location.  

 

The first building at 500 Buena Vista Drive was the gym/multipurpose building.  It was dedicated in 

April 1976.  The next building was the nursery, and then two education buildings and the 

administration building in 1990.  The current Worship Center was completed in October 2003.  

 

In 1996, due to doctrinal differences within the American Baptist Convention, the church voted to 

remove itself from the American Baptist Convention denomination.  Since that time is has remained 

an independent congregation with plans to change our name to better convey our identity and values 

in our community.  

 

We also opened our doors to a Hispanic Baptist Church (2007), a Mienh Church (1985) and a 

Korean Church (2010), which all hold services on our campus.  The Mienh Church came out of our 

church as an outreach to the Mienhs who were growing population in Merced.  The church campus 

is used by SonShine Christian Preschool and Daycare, which is a ministry of First B.  Until 

September 2017 when they moved into their new facility, our campus was used by Stone Ridge 

Christian High School.  Our facilities are also used by many community support groups during the 

week.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merced,_California
http://www.city-data.com/city/Merced-California.html
http://www.city-data.com/city/Merced-California.html


 

There have been 16 Senior/Lead Pastors as well as 5 interim/transitional Senior Pastors over the 

congregation’s history.  

  

THE RECENT PAST  

 

In March of 2016, Dr. John Strubhar was called to serve as transitional interim pastor to assist the 

congregation in healing from congregational/leadership conflict that had extended over the last two 

pastoral tenures.  By God’s grace a Solemn Assembly was held in June of 2016 where both current 

and former leaders confessed the many corporate sins identified and personal reconciliation took 

place between congregational members and leaders. 

 

A pile of rocks stands outside the Worship Center as a memorial of 

this crossover moment when God visited our congregation in a 

special way.   Later, in December (2016) the church launched an 

outreach event called “Christmas for the City” in which an ice skating 

rink was rented and 10,000 people visited our campus and enjoyed ice 

skating and heard the true message of Christmas.  

 

The congregation completed a mission clarification process which 

yielded new core values, and mission and vision statements.  The 

Congregation’s Constitution and By-laws are being re-structured and strengthened to reflect our new 

core values, mission, vision, and philosophy of ministry. 

 

Our Council of Elders was installed with monthly communication to the congregation through our 

“Elder Endnotes”.   

 

Our current Lead Pastor, Joel Dorman, started August 1, 2017 as the culmination of this season of 

transition.  Our multigenerational congregation has stabilized and enthusiastically anticipates the 

next season of ministry. 

 

By God’s grace, we’re excited to see how your story blends with ours! 

 

 

OUR LEAD PASTOR 
 

Joel Dorman is the sixteenth Lead Pastor of our church.  As a pastor with over twenty years of 

experience, Pastor Joel brings a mix of leadership acumen, communication skills, experience, and 

energy to the church.  He is passionate about reaching those far from Jesus and bringing them into 

the community of faith.   Under his leadership, the congregation has seen explosive growth and lives 

changed. 

 

Pastor Joel is married to Patty and they have two children, Danielle (Dani) and Jonah.  He writes 

weekly at www.lifemeetstheology.com (which we share through our website) and coaches church 

leaders and churches in revitalization and mission-driven ministry.  He also has published his first 

book, 31 Days of Spiritual Wisdom: A Month in the Proverbs. 

http://www.lifemeetstheology.com/
https://www.amazon.com/31-Days-Spiritual-Wisdom-Proverbs/dp/1975784464/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1521551146&sr=8-1&keywords=31+days+of+spiritual+wisdom


 

He is completing his Doctor of Ministry at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (just outside Chicago, 

IL) where his final project (dissertation/thesis) equips and evaluates those in existing senior 

leadership positions in identifying and cultivating potential significant leaders to contribute to the 

mission of First Baptist Church of Merced.  He is on track to graduate in May 2019. 
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