
  

 

/ “The Call” 
Winter 2021 

“Winter & Spring Sermon Series,” Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
 
Coming to Christ Presbyterian Church in January and February 
will be a new message series called, “Amos: Let Justice Roll.” 
Amos was one of the Twelve Minor Prophets in the Hebrew     
Bible. He served during the time of two of Israel’s Kings who led 
God’s people into false worship, King Uzziah and King Jeroboam 
II. Amos reminds us that we serve a righteous God who does   
justice in the earth. That we as God’s people are called to pursue 
justice for our neighbors, and to live justly, regardless of who 
leads our nation, or what their values and outlooks entail. We are 
to serve  the Lord, and  the Lord  alone. Amos is a “prophet’s kind 
of prophet,” he has cast a long shadow over the work of justice in the world. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s, 
“I Have a Dream, speech was deeply influenced by the Book of Amos. As King said, "we will not be satisfied until 
justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream", which was an allusion to Amos 5:24, "But 
let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!" 
 

Later in the Spring, for the Season of Lent, we will be in a message 
series called, “Journey: Embracing Our Desert Trials.” This series 
will follow the Revised Common Lectionary Scripture readings, as 
our  two  previous  Lenten  series  did. The  series will begin on Ashe 
Wednesday, February 17, with a   
special message from Joel 2:12-17, 
“Rending Our Hearts For The Journey 
of Lent.” Having reflected on our   
failures as God’s people to do justice 
in the earth, to embody in our     
practices the values of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, we will turn to the Lord,   
seeking forgiveness, as we make our 
way toward the cross and the empty 
grave in Holy Week. For Holy Week 
we will be in a series called, “Greater 
Love: The Unbelievable Story of Our 
Rescue.” On Palm Sunday we will  
rejoice as the King of Kings makes his 
way toward the City of Man to bring 
us peace. On Maundy Thursday, at 
our Living Last  Supper service we will 
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reflect on the Lord’s last meal with his disciples, before his passion on the cross. On Good Friday, we 
will gather in darkness as we reflect on the death of our Lord. On Holy Saturday we will join in a prayer 
vigil as we keep watch at the grave of our Lord, hoping and waiting for light to overcome darkness, for 
life to have the last word on death. Then, finally, on Easter Sunday we will rejoice over the resurrection 
of Christ.  
 
We will conclude Spring with a special series following 
Easter, called “The Bible Doesn’t Say That,” which will 
focus on some of things we often get wrong about the 
Christian faith. Things like, “God helps those who help 
themselves,” and “God won’t give you more than you 
can handle,” and “God hates sinners,” and “All you need 
is a little faith.” The Christian faith is often presented  
incorrectly when we take up meaningless slogans and 
cliché phrases that are meant to sound profound, but 
are actually profoundly misguided. The Bible Doesn’t Say 
That!  
 
 

SENIOR PASTOR 
Dear Christ Presbyterian Church family,  
 
Myself, Pastor Mike, and our Session and Deacons were so blessed and encouraged by your faithful-
ness to the Lord during such a difficult year. As we faced not only this deadly global pandemic, but also 
as a nation experienced increased racial unrest and moved through a very contentious election season. 
You have exhibited such a resilience in these times and demonstrated a thoughtful posture toward   
loving your neighbors during a year when all of us were touched by loss and weariness. Thank you, 
dear church family, for honoring Christ well and running the race of faith with endurance in 2020!  
 
As we begin this New Year together, I want to encourage those of you who are physically able, to get 
vaccinated as soon as the vaccine is available. I am also encouraging all of our Staff, Church Officers, 
and key volunteers to get vaccinated to ensure the safety and well-being of all worshipers and guests. 
Like much of 2020, your church leaders will be in conversation with other church leaders in our       
community and across the nation as we journey out of COVID-19 back into what will be the ‘new      
normal’. To that end we are investing our focus in resetting some of our worship areas on campus and 
encouraging all of you to consider volunteering in our ministries so that we can serve not only adults, 
but also youth and children on campus every Sunday. As soon as our Session determines it is safe to 
return to public worship we will share the good news with you, and begin our plans for a return. 
 
We realize that many of you have been affected by sustaining extended practices of isolation. Coming 
in 2021 our church leadership will be taking a fresh look at what faithful ministry to our neighbors looks 
like, and will be exploring new Care Ministry opportunities; as well as looking at how the loss of income 
and jobs has affected both our congregation, and our surrounding neighbors. 
 
May the Light of the World shine brightly over each of you in this New Year!  
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
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ASSISTANT PASTOR 
 

Would Jesus Wear A Face Mask? 
 

Jesus: 34“A new command I give you: Love one another.  
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  

35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,  
if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35 NIV) 

 
Jesus spoke these words during his last night with his disciples. The point is that followers of Jesus 
demonstrate their faith more through actions than words. This is as true today as it was then. Actions 
matter far more than words. The first generation of Jesus-followers attracted new believers by demon-
strating the love of Jesus through their sacrificial deeds and willingness to die rather than renounce 
their faith in him. 
 
Many Christians struggle to live their lives in obedience to Jesus’ commandment. We tend to view love 
more as a feeling than an action. Loving others means caring for others, even when it is inconvenient. 
Loving others the Jesus way means putting the needs of others ahead of my own. This is not as        
complicated as it may seem. It involves considering how my words and actions impact those around 
me. Loving others can be as basic as wearing a mask in public. 
 
Most people wear some form of face covering in public now, but a cursory glance at social media      
reveals that many do so grudgingly. The practice was rapidly politicized and the right to not wear a 
mask was hotly debated, even in Christian communities. Christian leaders made it a faith issue. This  
approach arises from a transactional view of faith: If I do “A” then God will do “B” if my faith is strong 
enough. That is not how faith works. 
 
God protects us so we can love and serve him by loving and serving others. We express our faith by 
how we care for others, not by insisting on our own convenience. Paul wrote “It is for freedom that 
Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of     
slavery” (Gal. 5:1). Our freedom in Christ is the freedom to live without fear because death is not the 
end. This does not mean I can endanger myself or others because I believe my faith protects me from 
the consequences of my choices. 
 
Expecting God to keep me healthy while doing nothing to prevent getting sick is like putting my hand in 
a fire and expecting him to keep me from getting burned. If Jesus walked among us today, he would 
wear a mask in public because it is a visible expression of compassion for others. I am self-centered 
when I wear a mask to help protect me from getting sick. I am other-centered when I wear a mask    
because it tells the world that I care about helping protect others. Imagine what the world would be 
like if people devoted as much passion to loving and serving others as they did to arguing about     
wearing a mask? 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Mike 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
 
Dear Congregation,  
In this New Year I am most grateful to all who sustained the magic of Christmas through the music   
during these most difficult times. Thanks to Charisma and the Praise Team, the Choir Ensemble,         
soloists, Vitaly, John, Austyn and the media team. Many sacrifices were made in order to provide the 
inspirational music that makes the services ring with praise. What a blessing to work with such talented 
and dedicated people. May we all pray that our campus will soon open and we can come together to 
worship and sing God’s praises.  
 
Can I have an “Amen” to that? 
 
David Wilson 
Director of Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
2020 was definitely a challenging year, and our Contemporary Praise Team was not spared from it. 
From going to live stream early March, to at-home recordings in the summer, to blended in-person 
worship in the fall and back to pre-recordings end of December, it was not easy in the least. To accom-
plish what the Worship Ministry did was truly a TEAM effort. I want to thank each and every person 
who made my job easier: our Pastors, Praise Band/Vocalists, Media Team (Austyn Damon and John 
Merrill, you guys are the best!), and our Traditional Service family (David Wilson, thank you for your 
encouragement and support!). PLEASE take the time to encourage them, whether through email, call/
text, or when we are able to meet in-person again. Because all we do is for the Lord and our church 
family, which is all of you, whether you were in-person or at home.  
 
And for those who didn’t know, I have been officially called as our Director of Contemporary Worship. I 
am humbled by the call of God and thankful to CPC for this opportunity. It’s been many years since I’ve 
been on a church staff (I’ve been on a self-proclaimed “sabbatical” these last ten years), but I am ready 
and very excited! I’m also looking forward to seeing what God has in store for our Contemporary    
Worship, especially when we begin to have our service in the auditorium. Praying that 2021 will be 
fruitful and that the Lord is glorified in all we do.  
 
Charisma Luat Guese 
Director of Contemporary Worship 
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CONNECT GROUPS 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic all our Connect Groups will continue to meet in 2021 online using the Zoom app. We 
will do so until further notice. In 2021 I am going to encourage our groups to look for practical ways to serve those in 
need. Of course, we will continue with our interactive Bible studies that everyone seems to be enjoying as well as 
praying for each other’s concerns. 
 
If you would like to be in a Connect Group, you can join one any time. I will personally help you find the right group, 
and if necessary, to learn the Zoom app. Just email me at jcnannery@gmail.com. 
 
John Nannery, Director of Connect Groups  

CARE MINISTRIES 
 

GriefShare:  A new 13-week class will start on Tuesday, January 12th on Zoom.      
Sessions will be from 10 AM to Noon.  Sharon Offerdahl will be the Facilitator.      
Contact Sharon or Carol Phillips to register. 
 
DivorceCare:  We will start our 13-week spring semester on Tuesday, January 12th  

on Zoom.  Sessions are from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.  Eventually, when we are able to meet 
again at the church, the courses will be “hybrid”. that is, students will be able to 
attend either on line or in person.  Nicole Munson is the Facilitator with Carol Phillips 
assisting.  Contact Carol Phillips to register. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP TEAM  
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are allocated: 
 

2020 YTD Operating Income      $678,504 
2020 YTD Operating Expenses   $638,133 
2020 Mortgage Debt                 $1,732,583 
 

Questions or comments to finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

-  CONNECT -  

For more Information, contact 
Carol Phillips, 

623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

-  G ROW  -  

mailto:jcnannery@gmail.com
mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
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-  SERVE -  
MISSION & OUTREACH 
CPC Knitting for the Needy would like to share an email from one of their recipients of their knitted hats: 
 

Hello and Merry Christmas,  
I recently received one of your knitted hats in a care package and wanted to reach out to you in thanks. I was      
pleasantly surprised to find it was also a 100% wool knit (I am very fond of wool hats/sweaters/blankets etc.). 
 

Since I am now enjoying one of your fine hats I think its fair for you to know a little about who is caring for it. My 
name is Jesse, and I am currently deployed to the Middle East in support of OIR/OFS as a "Mission Generation       
Vehicular Equipment Maintenance Supervisor" that's Air Force talk for "we fix every vehicle that doesn't fly". This 
includes everything from pickup trucks to M-series armored vehicles, refueling and firetrucks to tractor/trailer rigs, 
road graders sweepers and everything in between. 
 

I've been married about 10 years, have 3 wonderful children aged 7, 5, and 3, and I miss them terribly, especially 
over this holiday season.  But knowing that people like you are thinking and praying for us helps to take the edge off 
the hurt, so thank you. 
 

In closing I'd like to share my (current) favorite Bible passage with you, 
it really jumped out at me since I spend so much time working with my 
hands, something I believe you knitters can also relate to. 
 

11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind 
your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so 
that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will 
not be dependent on anybody.  1 Thessalonians 4, 11-12. 
 

Blessings in Christ,  
(T)Sgt Holmgren 
 
 

2020 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
As I reflect on the past year it was an unusual period for your Pastors and Elders.  Our last face to face meeting was a 
specially called early March meeting where we sat in a large circle in the sanctuary.  The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss closing the church for worship because of the virus.  Of course at that time no one had any idea what to 
expect in the future.  For me personally not being able to go to church was difficult to accept.  Perhaps many of you 
felt the same.  However, Session decided to err on the side of caution and we were shutdown until August.   
 

Throughout the spring, summer, fall and now winter, Session meets regularly using Zoom.  We have had a most    
unusual number of extra meetings to prepare for opening and now again closing.  We can all pray that the impact of 
the virus will be reduced and we can return to live services again with many more in attendance. 
 

While on the surface it may seem that this was an easy time to lead our church, I believe the opposite is true.  Please 
express your gratitude to our Pastors and Elders for their dedicated efforts during this pandemic.  They have had to 
make numerous adjustments primarily for worship services, with often many times only a few days to make the    
adjustments.  Dealing with our children has also been difficult.  I can't wait to see our Education Building full again.   
 

Even with all the issues Christ Church has dealt with in 2020, we are truly blessed.  God is good. 
 

Jim Rains, Clerk of Session 
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RESOURCES 
Online Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your  
giving needs. Easy to download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and 
events.  For instructions on how to download, please contact the office. 
 
Online Worship - Please join us online for our traditional and contemporary service, blended into one 
worship service every Sunday at 9am. Log on to our website, Facebook or YouTube with your family 
and friends and continue ‘worship distancing’.    
cpcgoodyear.org / Facebook: @cpcgoodyear / YouTube: CPCGoodyear 
 
Online Services - Daily Prayer with our Pastors, Mon - Fri at 9:30am and 6pm.  Interactive classes, live 
on FB, Tue at 10:30am with Pastor Tony and Thur at 10:30am with Pastor Mike. 
 
Church Office - The church office continues to stay closed until further notice. Should you need assis-
tance with anything, please reach out to our Pastors or staff and we will gladly help you in any way we 
can, info@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  www.cpcgoodyear.org. 
The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also access the calendar on 
the ShelbyNext app.   
 
 

PROGRAMS 
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by 
shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with 
your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. 
Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church 
every time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…   
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 
 
Amazon Smile for MOPS  - Please help our MOPS Ministry by setting up your Amazon purchases 
through Amazon Smile.  Step 1: In your internet browser go to smile.amazon.com and log in using 
your Amazon credentials. Step 2: You’ll be directed to another screen, “pick your own charitable or-
ganization” enter “Christ Presbyterian Church Goodyear AZ ” then click “Search” and select. Step 3: 
You will be redirected and asked to check the box next to “Yes” then click “Start Shopping”  That’s it! 
You are now signed up for Amazon Smile! Just be sure to visit smile.amazon.com every time you      
normally visit  Amazon to make sure your purchases have a portion of the price donated to CPC MOPS.  

 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

1 Eli Feller 
  Paul Nsengiyumva 
  Jim Staude 
  Richard Tanlaka 
  Celina Amboh Mugra 
2 Jason Khoo 
3 Jo Ann Shepherd 
4 Dominque Taylor 
  Tanya Wright 
5 Ed Peck 
  Carol Phillips 
  Abigail Post 
6 Matthew Smith 
8 Christina Wiesinger 
9 Mindy Brinker 
  Rigo Espinoza 
  Greg Soyka 
  Jodi Wender 
  Keane Sandeen 
10 Samuel Enoch 
  Anna Haycock 
12  John Frauendiener 
13 January Espinoza 
  Janice Larson 

14 Suzy Van Sant 
16 Sharon Offerdahl 
17 Tony Astemborski 
  Celeste Jain 
19 Dava Hendrickson 
20 Tira Winslow 
21 Susan Outram 
  Aurora McBride 
22 Atanga Akah 
  Liam Stiff 
23 Vickie Chambers 
  Douglas Kirkpatrick 
  Ryan Annoh-Opong 
25 Matthew Eastman 
  Debbie Svoboda 
  Mary Ann Wood 
27 Skip Kalback 
  Beau Hackett 
28 Elijah Francabandera 
29 Angel Gates 
31 Matthew Cardona 
  Tom Sweat 

2 Kevin & Jill Gates 
  Neil Guese & Charisma Luat Guese 
3 John & Mindy Brinker 
6 Brandin & Laura Francabandera 
11 Sona & Marie Bokossah 
14 John & Carole Collier 
17 Eric & Shannon Post 
18 Richard & Jerri Orson 
19 Kelvin Neo & Delphine Hong 
22 Rev. Tony & Jessica Stiff 
27 Jeff & Marie White 
28 Tom & Bridgette Gill 
30 Paul Nsengiyumva & Kabura Nahimana 



 
 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
 
 
 
 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours: 
                             CAMPUS CLOSED  
                 Pastors available by appointment only 
 
Sunday Online Worship @ 9am  
Daily Prayer on Facebook Mon-Fri @ 9:30am & 6pm 
Bible Studies on Facebook Tue & Thur @ 10:30am 

STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music, Traditional Serv. 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Charisma Luat-Guese / Director of Music, 
Contemporary Serv. 

charisma.luat@gmail.com 
 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Jenessa Prigge / Director of Youth Ministry 
jenessa@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

John Merrill / IT Director 
john@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Bob Nobis / Bookkeeper 
bob@cpcgoodyear.org / finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Austyn Damon / Media Director 
austyn@cpcgoodyear.org 


