
  

 

/ “The Call” 
Summer 2021 

“Summer & Fall Sermon Series,” Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
 

We have a number of wonderful message series planned for you this Summer and Fall! 
 
 
This Summer we are exploring one of the more stirring   
stories in all of Scripture, the book of Esther. Esther lived in 
a time when many felt God had abandoned them, that He 
was conspicuously absent from their trials and tribulations. 
Her faith reminds us that God is often nearer than we     
realize, and that His plans will come to perfection in His 
perfect timing. What does it look like to follow God         
courageously following a season where He has felt so      
absent? The faith and story of Esther shows us the way!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following our Summer series on Esther we are going to jump into a series that 
focuses on what have been called, “The seven I Am sayings of Jesus.” Who is 
Jesus? What did Jesus come into the world to do? Across human history there 
has been no end to speculation about the person and work of Jesus. Perhaps 
the best way to answer those questions is to look at what Jesus actually said 
about himself and his work. In the Gospel of John, Jesus is recorded saying “I 
Am the bread of life, the light of the world, the door of the sheep, the         
resurrection and the life, the Good Shepherd, the way, the truth, and the life, 
and the True Vine.” In September and October we are going to reflect on who 
Jesus is and what he was sent into the world to do for his Father! 
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In October and November we are going to move through two short series. First, we are going to look at 
the calling of the church to be a community of healing and forgiveness in a series called, “Hospital.” In 
November we are going to move through our annual Stewardship Series called, “Love Does.” No matter 
how difficult or insurmountable the past year and half have been for so many of us, our calling to show 
and share God’s love never ends. When challenges rise up, Love Does!  

 
 

SENIOR PASTOR 
 

Dear Christ Presbyterian Church family,  
 
We are so very excited about the many blessings God has given us these past few months together. It 
has been a joy for many of us to come together again in public worship. We have also seen the          
development and growth of our worship and media ministries teams. Through grants and other efforts, 
you have seen the creation of a new worship space in the Auditorium and the ongoing upgrade of the 
Sanctuary.  It has been a joy to see the sign of the cross lifted high above the West Valley through the 
construction of our church’s cell tower. With all of these developments, we have witnessed the return 
of our full Children’s Ministry with a new Nursery area. Just recently we confirmed 11 students and 
baptized 5 students, and now our Youth Ministry is returning to campus under the leadership of our 
New Director of Youth Ministry, Silas Ridgway. God is certainly on the move at Christ Presbyterian 
Church!  
 
Like businesses across the country, one of the challenges we face as our ministries fully open for            
in-person events is a shortage of volunteer leaders. I want to encourage you all to prayerfully consider 
where the Lord is leading you to serve and step out in faith. Help us be the hands and feet of Jesus to 
our neighbors across Highway 10! Sharing the love of Christ with all! 
 
With expectation for what the Spirit will do this Summer and Fall,  
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
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ASSISTANT PASTOR 
 

23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without  
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us  

consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,  

but encouraging one another, and all the more as  
you see the Day drawing near.  

(Hebrews 10:23-25 ESV) 
 
Life is returning to normal as our world slowly emerges from 
the global pandemic. It is good that we can gather for       
worship, prayer and even meetings! I never thought I would 
see the day when I looked forward to attending a meeting. 
The forced isolation of the past eighteen months made me       
appreciate every chance to gather with people in person. 
 
Many of us are assessing the activities that once filled their lives and decided which ones to resume. 
Some continue to worship remotely. This is prudent for those at risk of infection or who cannot leave 
their homes. We should encourage and support them by calling, emailing, or visiting when possible. 
 
The church – the community of Jesus followers – is one body even though we divide ourselves into 
groups that are based on doctrine, worship style, or tradition. This is unfortunate in some ways, but     
helpful in others. It is helpful when it draws people closer to Jesus. It is harmful when we use it as an 
excuse to fight one another, thus bringing disrepute to the cause of Christ. 
 
There are ways to support the helpful and counter the harmful. I want to suggest three of them for you 
to consider as you read this article. Anyone can practice these three activities anywhere and at every 
moment. Consider writing them down on an index card and carrying them with you so you can practice 
them on the road. 
 

Praise: The first impulse of a Spirit-filled heart is to praise God. He made you, watches over you, and 
provides for you, even when you do not realize it. It is helpful to stop and consider at least once 
daily how God has been at work in your life. Consider, too, who has been a help to you in your 
life and praise God for that person. 

Ponder: Consider your daily life. Think about areas where you need to grow, people you need to 
forgive, tasks you need to complete. Rely on the Holy Spirit to help you do what you do not    
believe you can do on your own. 

Pray: Approach your Heavenly Father as his beloved child. He knows what you need before you ask 
but wants you to bring your deepest needs concerns and even your complaints to him. God    
listens to our prayers even when we sin because he knows we need him most in those             
moments. 

Please join me in practicing these three disciplines for the next month. I know that God will work    
powerfully in and through us as we turn to him in faith, hope, and love. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Mike 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
 

Dear Congregation,  
 
We have long known how blessed we are to have Libbie Randels direct our handbell program and 
Praise Ringers. But did you know that she is also a nationally recognized expert in the field? 
 
As such, she has been invited to appear at the Handbell Musicians of America National Convention to 
be held this July. Libbie will teach two classes: “Ring ‘til You’re 100” and “Weaving Made Easy,” two 
skills sets in which she is an expert. In addition to her work at CPC Libbie also directs the nationally   
recognized Sun City Handbell Choir. Many of you have enjoyed her delightful Christmas and spring 
handbell concerts. She is a gem and we are so blessed to have her on the CPC music staff.  
 
We want to thank Kristina Shatuho for her excellent work as guest pianist. And we welcome back Vitaly 
from his trip to Russia to be with his father. We know this was a difficult visit but hope that our love 
and prayers were a comfort to Vitaly and his family.  
  
And special thanks to Gene, Ricardo and team for the miracles they are performing in the Sanctuary. If 
you peek in you can get a glimpse of how the ramp, enlarged chancel area and Sanctuary will look 
when the renovation is completed. Praise God for the blessings He is pouring on our church. And be 
sure and look at the tower being erected behind the columbarium. What a beautiful addition to our 
campus.  
 

David Wilson  
Director of Music - Traditional Service 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 
 

What a joy it has been to be back on campus and seeing many of 
you returning to worship! Despite having some challenges with 
“settling in” our new contemporary worship space, God has been 
so  faithful through it all. Thank you to all who have had a hand in 
planning, building, and praying for our space. I am excited for what 
is to come. 
 
And save the date: Saturday, August 7 at 6PM the contemporary 
worship team will have a WORSHIP NIGHT! More details to follow, 
but I can promise you that if you love contemporary worship     
music, you will not want to miss it. Invite your family and friends! 
 
Charisma Guese 
Director of Contemporary Worship 
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-  COMMUNITY -  

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Monthly Meeting: The next monthly meeting will be on Saturday, July 10th, from 
Noon to 2 PM in the Auditorium.  The program will feature a return visit by Erica 
Wiggenhorn.  Her presentations are wonderful – you don’t want to miss her.  We’ll 
do a potluck lunch again – what a feast we had last month! 
 

Jan Reichard will be in town and will join us.  A great chance to visit with her! 
 

Last Month: Along with the feast, we saw a great presentation about the Phoenix 
Dream Center.  What a great agency!  We made a small donation. 

 

There were 21 of us there.  The Men of IAM had 19 attending.  Yes! 
 

Ladies Connect: The Women’s Ministry Ladies Connect Group meets on    
Tuesday evenings at 7 PM led by Christine Nannery.  They are meeting on 
Zoom.  You are invited to join this Bible Study group.  When there is sufficient 
interest, we will start additional groups on Zoom, in person, or hybrid.       
Contact Christine Nannery or Carol Phillips for more information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MEN OF IAM  
This month we will meet on Saturday, July 10th, at 8 AM in the Auditorium.  We’ll start the morning with breakfast 
and fellowship.  Pastor Mike will be our Chef. 
 

This will be followed by our lesson.  Pastor Mike will be busy – he’ll also be leading us in our lesson.  We’ll be going 
through Session 3, “The Truth About Jesus” from the book God & the Journey to Truth.  The scripture used will be 
Mark 16:13-20.   
 

John Reichard will be in town and will join us.  Great chance to catch up with him! 
 

There will be a short business meeting to review our planning for future events. 
 

For further info, contact our President, Bob Gates, 313-350-1171, dgates316@aol.com 
 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP TEAM  
FINANCIAL REPORT 
The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are allocated: 
May YTD Operating Income      $208,002 
May YTD Operating Expenses   $209,592 
May YTD Cash Assets                         $429,281 
Mortgage Debt                 $1,748,178 
 

Submit questions or comments to finance@cpcgoodyear.org 
 

 

-  GROW -  

For more Information, contact 
Carol Phillips, 

623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
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CONNECT GROUPS 
As we are now in the summer months, everything seems to slow down.           
However, Connect Groups remain a great way to make new friendships. Most 
of our Connect Groups are continuing to meet either online or in person. They 
are always open to new people. Summer is a great time to make a commit-
ment to grow in your faith. Connect groups will help you do that! 
   

If you would like to be in a Connect Group, please email me at  
jcnannery@gmail.com. 
John Nannery, Director of Connect Groups  

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

VBS - July 12th-14th. VBS will only be three days this year, as we have not been 
able to gain enough volunteers after reopening. We look forward to having an in 
person VBS experience for our children and also for the community around us. 
Please reach out to me if you would like to volunteer your time for this year’s 
“Knight’s Castle” Vacation Bible School experience.  
 

Please share this link with your family and friends and REGISTER TODAY: 

https://925-n-sarival-ave.mycokesburyvbs.com 
 

Jenessa Prigge, Director of Children’s Ministry  

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Welcome Aboard…….. 
Silas Ridgway – Director of Youth Ministries 

 

On June 24, the church staff gathered for a Summer Sizzler Super Breakfast and           
welcomed Silas Ridgway to the team. Silas comes to us as an answer to prayer. He is a 
Senior at Grand Canyon University majoring in Christian Studies and will graduate in    
December. When he heard about our position, he applied for it immediately. It did not 
take long for Pastor Tony and the Personnel Committee to recognize that this bright 
young man was just the person we needed to fill a very limited part time position to lend 
his expertise at building a youth ministry at CPC. 

 

Silas grew up in Wharton, New Jersey. His Dad is a Presbyterian Pastor, and his Mom is Director of Children’s        
Ministries at their church. Being a preacher’s kid, he brings to this position a lot of institutional knowledge to         
ministry. More important is that Silas loves Jesus and wants to share that love with youth. It has not been long since 
he was a youth, so he has an innate sense of how to reach out and draw them into relationships. He is also a          
volunteer with Young Life, and just a week ago was with middle school youth at the Young Life camp near Flagstaff. 
 

Filled with enthusiasm about his new job, he is ready to reach out to youth of all ages to minister to them and share 
the joy of knowing Jesus.  He plays guitar and sings and when he breaks into that big smile there is a twinkle of      
mischief in his eye. He will be looking for a few ‘good’ people to share the fun with as he works among our kids. Now 
is the time for some of us to sign on to enjoy the journey with Silas as he leads the way. 

-  CONNECT -  

mailto:jcnannery@gmail.com
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YOUTH FUN NIGHT!!! Thank you students and families for coming out!       
If you missed tonight, this Sunday after worship service we are having a 
meet and greet hangout with food up in the youth room so you can get to 
know Silas. Parents and students we hope you’ll join us this Sunday!   
#cpcgoodyear #ecochurch #cpcyouthministry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is a progress picture update on the "Church 
Bell Tower." The second layer is now up & the bells 
attached. The construction schedule has the cell/
bell tower completed by the late Fall, or the early 
part of Christmas. 

 
 

 

-  HAPPENINGS  -  

Gene & Ricardo are doing a great job with the upgrade 

and remodeling of the Sanctuary. The new choir loft is 

being drywalled and the stage has been extended with 

stair extensions and with an ADA access ramp.  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cpcgoodyear?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUepvfxp25HMrMji3rQWUXd9c3iuPP_dXdK5AsnRH7RKwW-d0V0BQJ3k0nTkR67upgM32WLlvyMxKNedYvYDp8SmVntFHyngG_Y2eNPqodlbH278ve6llb05prwzZwxkmrLutXAoM96PwpeBa92VxpeR-elnkhaVrJAzN9zDiQkLw&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ecochurch?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUepvfxp25HMrMji3rQWUXd9c3iuPP_dXdK5AsnRH7RKwW-d0V0BQJ3k0nTkR67upgM32WLlvyMxKNedYvYDp8SmVntFHyngG_Y2eNPqodlbH278ve6llb05prwzZwxkmrLutXAoM96PwpeBa92VxpeR-elnkhaVrJAzN9zDiQkLw&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cpcyouthministry?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUepvfxp25HMrMji3rQWUXd9c3iuPP_dXdK5AsnRH7RKwW-d0V0BQJ3k0nTkR67upgM32WLlvyMxKNedYvYDp8SmVntFHyngG_Y2eNPqodlbH278ve6llb05prwzZwxkmrLutXAoM96PwpeBa92VxpeR-elnkhaVrJAzN9zDiQkLw&__tn__=*N
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CONGRATULATIONS  
GRADUATES 

 
~ Class of 2021 ~ 

 
 

Camden Adams - Grandson of Jerry and Nancy Treece, graduated from   
Lyons Middle Senior High School in Lyons, Colorado.  Camden will be 
attending Colorado State University at Pueblo.  He plans to study Athletic 
Training and will be continuing his pole vault career as part of the track/
field team. 
 
Elma Jessa Gaviola – B.S. in Medical Studies (December 2020) from         
Arizona State University - Summa Cum Laude. 
 
Grace Brinker - Daughter of John and Mindy Brinker, graduated from    
Trivium Preparatory Academy and received her High School Diploma,  
Summa Cum Laude, and was Co-Valedictorian.  Grace will be attending 
Drake University to study biology and chemistry on a pre-med track.  
 
Isaiah Willbanks - Nephew of Shaun and Jenna Dunn, graduated from 
Mesquite High School, Gilbert, Arizona and received his High School        
Diploma. Isaiah will soon be attending his second year at East Valley         
Institute of Technology in Culinary Arts. 
 
Laney Chonka - Granddaughter of Bob and Donna Gates, graduated from 
Estrella Foothills and received her High School Diploma.  
 
 

Be strong and courageous. Don't be terrified.  
Don't be discouraged, for God will be with  

you wherever you go. Commit to the Lord whatever  
you do, and your plans will succeed. 

8 
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RESOURCES 
 

Online Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your  
giving needs. Easy to download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and 
events.  For instructions on how to download, please contact the office. 
 
Online Worship - If you are unable to join us for worship in person, please join us online. We have    
one blended service starting at 9:30am. Log on to our Facebook page or YouTube channel and enjoy 
‘worship distancing’ with your family and friends.  

Facebook: @cpcgoodyear / YouTube: CPCGoodyear  
 
Online Services - Tune into our Facebook page for Interactive live classes, Tue at 10:30am with Pastor 
Tony and Thur at 10:30am with Pastor Mike. 
 
Church Office - The church office is open from Monday - Thursday, 9am - noon. The Pastors will be    
rotating their days when on campus, please contact the office to schedule an appointment.  
 
Church Library - There are many new books available in the library. Come and look! If you wish to read 
a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them. We      
currently do not have a way to check out books. Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  
There are several categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books. There 
are also several jig-saw puzzles available. If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them 
on the “returns” cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com).   
 
Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  www.cpcgoodyear.org. 
The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also access the calendar on 
the ShelbyNext app.   
 
 
 

PROGRAMS 
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by 
shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with 
your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. 
Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church 
every time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…   
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 
 
Amazon Smile for MOPS  - Please help our MOPS Ministry by setting up your Amazon purchases 
through Amazon Smile.  Step 1: In your internet browser go to smile.amazon.com and log in using 
your Amazon credentials. Step 2: You’ll be directed to another screen, “pick your own charitable or-
ganization” enter “Christ Presbyterian Church Goodyear AZ ” then click “Search” and select. Step 3: 
You will be redirected and asked to check the box next to “Yes” then click “Start Shopping”  That’s it! 
You are now signed up for Amazon Smile! Just be sure to visit smile.amazon.com every time you      
normally visit  Amazon to make sure your purchases have a portion of the price donated to CPC MOPS.  

 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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1 Jill Gates 
 Amber Soyka 
2 Becky Anderson 
4 Jan Kordell 
 Gary Miller 
5 Cheryl Dickerson 
 Kossi Attila 
6 Janet Wielhouwer 
7 Ron Dickerson 
8 Sarah Eagan 
 Judy Sinor 
10 Lawrence Annoh-Opong 
 Sethina Larbi-Leeward 
11 Leeann Astemborski 
 Gloria Hauser 
12 Eveline Mah 
13 LeeAnne Holmes 
 Jane O'Hearn 
 Sydney Roosa 
 Benjamin Fon 

14 Juliene Wallace 
15 Linda McKinnon 
 Rudi Roldan 
 Shaun Dunn 
17 Bob Enoch 
 Marvin Larson 
 Bruce Wright 
20 Will Bennett 
21 Doris Tih 
22 Marje Shirey 
23 Rex Lambert 
25 Jennifer Cardona 
26 Nancy Treece 
 Bill Snook 
29 Dwight Mims 
30 Diane Lawrence 
 Bob Shelton 
31 Parnell Murphy 

1 Rich & Sue Brumbaugh 
 Dan & Rebecca Swille 
9 Russell & Mary Schultz 
11 Ron & Cheryl Dickerson 
12 Frank & Ronda Hackett 
19 Mark & Cassie Bank 
 Ron & Line Sauer 
 Ken & Sharon Schmitz 
20 Steve & Leanne Hawkins 
30 Marty & Mary Garrison 
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925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     
 
 

                 Church Office Hours 
 Monday  - Thursday  9:00am - 12:00pm 
  

      Sunday Worship Hours 
  Blended Service  9:30am 
    

Bible Studies on Facebook Tue & Thur @ 10:30am 

STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Charisma Luat-Guese / Director of Music - Contemporary Serv. 
charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Silas Ridgway / Director of Youth Ministries 
silas@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenessa Prigge / Director of Children’s Ministry 
jenessa@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

John Merrill / IT Director 
john@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Bob Nobis / Bookkeeper 
bob@cpcgoodyear.org / finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Austyn Damon / Director of Media Ministries 
austyn@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

CPC HAPPENINGS 

 

JULY 

4 INDEPENDENCE DAY 

10 MEN OF IAM - 8am 

10 WOMENS MINISTRY - 12pm 

12- VBS 

  14 

28 YOUTH @ Main Event - 6pm 
 

AUGUST 

7  WORSHIP NIGHT - 7pm 

14 MEN OF IAM - 8am 

14 WOMENS MINISTRY - 12pm 

25 MOPS Kickoff - 7:30pm  


