
  

 

/ “The Call” 
Spring 2021 

“Spring & Summer Sermon Series,” Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
 
As we come back into two Sunday worship services and begin to turn back on all our program ministries on 
church campus, we have some wonderful message series planned for you.  
 
Following our 2021 Holy Week series called 
“Greater Love” will be a special Spring series called 
“The Bible Doesn’t Say That,” which will focus on 
some things we often get wrong about the Christian 
faith. Things like, “God helps those who help them-
selves,” and “God won’t give you more than you can 
handle,” and “God hates sinners,” and “All you   
need is a little faith.” The Christian faith is often     
presented incorrectly when we take up meaningless       
slogans and cliché phrases that are meant to sound 
profound, but are actually profoundly misguided. 
The Bible Doesn’t Say That!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Summer we will be exploring one of the more stirring stories in all of     
Scripture, the book of Esther. Esther lived in a time when many felt God had 
abandoned them, that He was conspicuously absent from their trials and        
tribulations. Her faith reminds us that God is often nearer than we realize, and 
that His plans will come to perfection in His perfect timing. What does it look like 
to follow God courageously following a season where He has felt so absent?    
The faith and story of Esther shows us the way!  
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SENIOR PASTOR 
 
 
Dear Christ Presbyterian Church family,  
 
God has been so faithful to us during this global pandemic. Many of us over the next series of months 
will see large parts of our lives return to a new sense of normalcy and regain several of the things we 
felt we had lost during this terrible pandemic. My hope and prayer for each of you is that you will also 
find things to rejoice in that were gifts given from the Lord to you and your family during these trials. 
The Lord has been at work throughout this difficult valley we have been walking through, giving us our 
daily provisions, extending to us grace for the journey. This is true not only when His presence shouts 
loudly at us, but perhaps even more true when His presence comes to us in the whispers of our lives. 
May you continue to respond to God’s presence faithfully. 
 
Many of you have been saying for some time now to yourself, “I wish I could do something to make 
things better for myself and others, to get the things that we have lost back.” Dear church family there 
are two things I want to encourage all of you to consider doing in this immediate season. First, please 
prayerfully consider getting vaccinated if you have not already been vaccinated. This is an easy way to 
care for the body God has given you, and to love your neighbors by ensuring that you cannot spread 
COVID-19. Secondly, please consider seeking out a place to volunteer here at Christ Presbyterian 
Church. One of the greatest challenges we continue to face as a church in a building back season is   
being able to find volunteers. We would love to have you serve here and share the gifts the Lord has 
given you for your church family. Please reach out to our church office to inquire how you can serve the 
Lord here, you can do this by emailing us at info@cpcgoodyear.org. We are praying for each of you in 
this season.  
 
Grace and peace and joy in our Lord Jesus Christ,  
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:info@cpcgoodyear.org
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ASSISTANT PASTOR 
 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,  
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all baptized  
into one body-- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- and all were made to drink of one Spirit.  

14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. (1 Cor. 12:12-14 ESV) 
 
One early description of Jesus-followers was the Body of Christ. The Apostle Paul explained that this 
teaches us about how we exist and function together. Understanding what it means to be the Body of 
Christ requires us to hold opposite ideas in tension. The Body of Christ is both one and many. It is one 
body made up of many members. Each individual member is important to the health and functioning of 
the one body. 
 

 
 
Churches work diligently to figure out how to make this work through fellowship groups, small groups, 
and other gatherings. The goal is to become more connected to one another. This requires dedication 
and effort as well as an element of risk. The benefit to the Body is worth it. The strength of our church 
is not measured primarily in numbers, but in the depth of the connections between those who call it 
home. if we are to take this seriously, then we must regularly seek out new people with whom to     
connect in our church. 
 

Here’s where the risk comes in. It is easy to gravitate toward people we know. It can be daunting to  
approach a stranger and initiate a conversation, even about something as innocuous as the weather. 
Yet, this is part of what it means to connect with others. Our conversations need to go deeper than the 
weather but starting a conversation with someone you don’t know can be the beginning of a meaning-
ful connection. The Body of Christ is at its best when all its members are connected to one another. 
 

Connecting with one another in meaningful ways is important because a disconnected church is a dying 
church. How blessed we are to know that this is not the inevitable fate of the Body. The Holy Spirit lives 
in the Body and in every member of the Body. The Spirit is life in the present and eternal life in the    
future. As we rely on the Holy Spirit to help us connect with one another, we are knit together ever 
more closely as a community of believers. This draws us closer to Christ, in whom we find help, hope, 
and peace. 
 

Easter is the perfect time to make a new connection with someone. Find time to pause in all the hustle 
and bustle of celebration and seek out a new face. Celebrate your new life in Christ by creating a new 
relationship with someone you don’t know. God will be glorified in it and you will be blessed. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Mike 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
 
Dear Congregation,  
 
What a joy to see you on Palm Sunday and be 
back to a traditional service with hymns and 
anthems. I know I speak for the choir when I 
say how much it meant to them to see your 
faces, feel your presence and experience the 
love of God in our beautiful Sanctuary.  
 
Through the artistry of Faith Kalback and Anita 
Snook, the Praise Ringers have a new banner to 
grace our Sanctuary. Special thanks to these 
talented and dedicated quilters. What a gift to 
all of us.  
 
Save the date of Sunday, April 25. “Vitaly and 
Friends” will be giving a special Piano Concert 
at 3:00 PM in the Sanctuary. Vitaly tells me 
there will be music for two hands, four hands 
and even six hands. I certainly want to be there 
to see how he does this. Invite friends and  
family to this not-to-be-missed concert. What a 
joyous way to creep back to normalcy. God has 
truly been faithful! 
 

Can I have an “Amen” to that?  
 

David Wilson  
Director of Music 

 
FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP TEAM  
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

 

The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are allocated: 
 
March YTD Operating Income      $170,557 
March YTD Operating Expenses   $121,172 
March YTD Cash Assets                         $443,221 
Mortgage Debt                 $1,755,818 
 
Questions or comments to finance@cpcgoodyear.org 
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CONNECT GROUPS 
 
In April we will have three Connect Groups meeting in-person, and three 
meeting online using the Zoom app. The groups are flexible and meet on 
different days during the week. Our meetings consist of discussion-based Bible 
study and a time of group prayer. If you would like to join an existing group or 
to be a pioneer and help start a new one, now is a good time to take that step.  
 

I will personally help you find the right group, just email me at jcnannery@gmail.com. 
 

John Nannery 
Director of Connect Groups  

 
 
NOTE FROM THE CLERK 
 
At the Men of IAM March breakfast, Pastor Mike led an inspiring session.  As he talked about the future he offered 
the following scripture from Hebrews; “Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be 
trusted to keep His promise.  Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works, And let us 
not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another especially now that the day of His 
return is drawing near.”  Hebrews 10: 23-25 

 
Because of the virus we have not been in touch with our surrounding community.  Yet despite that, 1000’s and 
1000’s of people have moved to the West Valley in the recent past.  My guess is that many of these people are   
looking for a church and many more need a church.  Christ Church has much to offer especially now that our campus 
is opening up and we are able to provide the functions and spiritual guidance that people need and are looking for. 

 
Thus my challenge to each of you.  Create a habit of inviting people to church.  Even if it is just 2 people per week, 
over time if every one of us does this our church will grow.  It is really simple to say to someone, “Would you be 
intere4sted in going to church with me this Sunday?”  This simple introduction hopefully will lead to additional     
conversation.  At a minimum you will get to know another person a little better.  You may ask why should I take on 
this challenge?  Well the answer is simple, the Lord our God commands us to do so.  In Matthew 28:19 Jesus said; 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all people, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

 
Jesus went on to say; “Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.” 

 
Paul’s words in Romans 10, “But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him?  And how can they 
hear about him unless someone tells them?  And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? How beautiful 
are the feet of messengers who bring good news!” 
 
Jim Rains 
Clerk of Session  
 
 

-  CONNECT -  

mailto:jcnannery@gmail.com
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Our Children’s team has been so excited to get Children’s Church running 
again. The first date for startup is 3/28 with the first major event being held 
on 4/3 for the annual Family Egg Hunt. I am excited to provide an update as 
to how they went after they happen. Starting up the children’s programming 
with safety precautions has taken a lot of time and thought. We wanted to 
ensure that we provide families with the safest, yet practical and develop-
mentally appropriate way to engage children. Therefore, each age group has 
a different set of safety precautions to meet their needs specifically. If you 
would like a copy of these safety plans, please reach out to me and I will  
happily provide you with one. As we move forward we are in continual need 
of volunteers. Due to the spacing and cleaning needs as well as the return of 
multiple services, we need all hands on deck. My hope is to have a consistent 
group of volunteers who can commit to two weeks on and two weeks off. 
This will provide families time to worship together in the service that they 
desire as well as children gain consistency in their classroom with familiar 
faces. If you have a willingness to serve, we would love to have you join our 
team.  
 

These next few months, we will also be preparing events for our church families and their friends. Our vision is to see 
families enjoying events that encourage them to spend quality time together and for their relationships to grow 
stronger in Christ as a whole. We are also eagerly preparing for VBS with many different possibilities depending on 
the state of COVID-19 at the time. Thank you so much for your continued prayers for this ministry. 
 

Jenessa Prigge 
Director of Children’s Ministry  
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Hello from Youth Ministry! Confirmation class began on March 7th.   We have 10 students signed up. Nine or 10 have 
attended each of the 3 classes. Libbie Randels, with assistance from another adult volunteer are teaching the class.  
Each student was given a study Bible, Student Notebook, and bag to hold their materials.  We are serving a meal 
each week.  So far the favorite food is Chicken Tenders from Popeye’s along with Mac and Cheese. There are no  
classes Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday. Classes will start again on Sunday, April 11th.  Same time and place (5 pm at 
the Randels home) 
 

Youth Sunday School began on March 28th.  Class is held in the Youth Room during the 2nd Service, from 11 am until 
11:50 am.  This class is a combined Middle School and High School class for the time being.  If we have enough       
interest from our older teens, then we will have a separate Senior High class.  
 

We want to get the Youth out for a fun event at least once a month on Wednesday nights. The kids have said 
Wednesday is a good choice because they seem to have less homework on Wednesday evening.  Activities that are 
planned are Urban Air, Main Event, or Bowling.  Stay tuned for more info as we go forward.  
 

Request for assistance: Our goal is to have two adult volunteers present during these classes.  If you are interested in 
teaching, or just being present during the class, please contact me, Raub Randels, cell phone: 623-236-6445, email: 
golfinraub@cox.net.  
 

Enjoy this fantastic Spring weather! 
Raub Randels 
Elder, Youth Ministries    

-  CONNECT -  

mailto:golfinraub@cox.net
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-  COMMUNITY -  

CARE MINISTRIES 
 

GriefShare: This ministry is just finishing up for the spring. However, there will be 
some great summer supplemental sessions and social events.  There will be a full 
14-week term in the fall. 
 
DivorceCare: There will be a 13-week session during the 
summer and a 14-week session in the fall. 

 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Monthly Meeting: The next monthly meeting will be on Saturday, April 10th, from 
Noon to 2 PM in the Auditorium.  The program will feature Master Gardener Cherie 
Czaplicki.  Cherie is the President of the Surprise Chapter of Master Gardeners of 
Arizona.  She will tell us what plants are appropriate for this climate.  Come         
prepared to ask her about your gardening problems.  There will also be a devotional 
and a brown bag lunch. 
 

There were 18 of us there last month – a good start! 
 

Ladies Connect: The Women’s Ministry Ladies Connect Group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 PM led by Christine 
Nannery.  They are meeting on Zoom.  You are invited to join this Bible Study group.  When there is sufficient         
interest, we will start additional groups on Zoom, in person, or hybrid.  Contact Christine Nannery or Carol Phillips for 
more information. 
 
 

 
 
 
MEN OF IAM  
Pancake Breakfast on Easter – Mark your calendar!  Join your friends for breakfast on 
the Patio on Easter Sunday.  The menu includes Bacon, Sausage, Pancakes, Hash 
Browns, Fruit, OJ, and Coffee.  The Men of IAM will be serving from 8:00 to 10:45 AM.   

Adults $8;  Kids 5 – 12 $5;  Kids 5 & under and Visitors are FREE.   
Preparation and  serving will follow COVID guidelines.  No ticket pre-sales this       
year – pay at the Welcoming Booth. 
 

This is a great chance for Fellowship and good food.  However, it is also the major fund raiser for the Men of IAM.  
This makes it possible for us to do other activities at no charge.  For example, on the Saturday closest to Veterans 
Day (November 13th this year), we have a breakfast and speaker.  This is open to everyone at no charge.  Also, we 
provide hot dogs at Trunk or Treat. 
 

Monthly Bible Study – Our next regular Bible Study and breakfast will be on Saturday, April 10th at 8 AM in the      
Auditorium.  Dr. Stephen Roosa will lead us in the last session from Life of Christ entitled “The Resurrection of Jesus.”  
Breakfast will be a great deal at $5. 

 
 
 

-  GROW -  

For more Information, contact 
Carol Phillips, 

623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
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RESOURCES 
Online Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your  
giving needs. Easy to download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and 
events.  For instructions on how to download, please contact the office. 
 
Online Worship - If you are unable to join us for worship in person, please join us online. We have    
Traditional Service at 9am and Contemporary Service at 11am. Log on to our Facebook page or 
YouTube channel and enjoy ‘worship distancing’ with your family and friends.  

Facebook: @cpcgoodyear / YouTube: CPCGoodyear 
 
Online Services - Tune into our Facebook page for Daily Prayer with our Pastors, Mon - Fri at 9:30am 
and 6pm.  Also offered are Interactive live classes, Tue at 10:30am with Pastor Tony and Thur at 
10:30am with Pastor Mike. 
 
Church Office - The church office is open from Tuesday - Thursday, 9am - noon. The Pastors will be    
rotating their days when on campus, please contact the office to schedule an appointment.  
 
Church Library - There are many new books available in the library. Come and look! If you wish to read 
a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them. We      
currently do not have a way to check out books. Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  
There are several categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books. There 
are also several jig-saw puzzles available. If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them 
on the “returns” cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com).  
For book donations, please bring to the office during hours of operation. 
 
Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  www.cpcgoodyear.org. 
The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also access the calendar on 
the ShelbyNext app.   
 
 
 

PROGRAMS 
Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by 
shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with 
your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. 
Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church 
every time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…   
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 
 
Amazon Smile for MOPS  - Please help our MOPS Ministry by setting up your Amazon purchases 
through Amazon Smile.  Step 1: In your internet browser go to smile.amazon.com and log in using 
your Amazon credentials. Step 2: You’ll be directed to another screen, “pick your own charitable or-
ganization” enter “Christ Presbyterian Church Goodyear AZ ” then click “Search” and select. Step 3: 
You will be redirected and asked to check the box next to “Yes” then click “Start Shopping”  That’s it! 
You are now signed up for Amazon Smile! Just be sure to visit smile.amazon.com every time you      
normally visit  Amazon to make sure your purchases have a portion of the price donated to CPC MOPS.  

 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

3 Linda Gillham 
 Adalia Akah 
4 Judy Raithel 
7 Marilyn Price 
 Rachel Craig 
8 Robin Laurence 
10 Lindzy Bakker 
11 Portia Taylor 
12 Linda Lamphere 
 Terrie Kirkpatrick 
 Jesse Kongnyuy 
15 Ryan Wender 
17 Norma Hawk 
 Mark Taylor 
18 John Merrill 

20 Joe Svoboda 
 Charles Leeward 
22 Andrei Bank 
23 Chuck Seely 
 Jim Wiley 
24 Sue Brumbaugh 
 Bob Honson 
25 Mieke Boschma 
 Russell Schultz 
 Gracelyn Hinds 
26 Travis Bakker 
 Jenessa Prigge 
29 Libbie Randels 
30 Ella Brinker 
 Garrett Hartwig 

3 Jerry Kienle & Judy Sinor 
4 Chuck & Vicki Seely 
5 Bob & Lynne Hobson 
8 Kyn & Terri Jensen 
9 Rob & Janice Larson 
10 Dick & Mary Ann Huesby 
12 Bill & Susan Armstrong 
14 Jim & Debby Rains 
19 Gary & Orva Aukes 
 Steve & Pat Moore 
22 Alvin & Veronica Kongnyuy 



 
925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
    Church Office Hours 
 Tuesday  - Thursday  9:00am - 12:00pm 
  

      Sunday Worship Hours 
          Traditional    9:00am 
   Contemporary   11:00am 
 

Daily Prayer on Facebook Mon-Fri @ 9:30am & 6pm 
Bible Studies on Facebook Tue & Thur @ 10:30am 

STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Charisma Luat-Guese / Director of Music - Contemporary Serv. 
charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Jenessa Prigge / Director of Children’s Ministry 
jenessa@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

John Merrill / IT Director 
john@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Bob Nobis / Bookkeeper 
bob@cpcgoodyear.org / finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Austyn Damon / Director of Media Ministries 
austyn@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

CPC HAPPENINGS 

 

APRIL 

1 MAUNDY THURSDAY - 7pm 

2 GOOD FRIDAY - 7pm 

3  FAMILY EGG HUNT - 10am 

4  PANCAKE BREAKFAST - 8am 

4 EASTER SERVICES 

 Trad - 9am  &  Cont - 11am 

10  MEN OF IAM - 10am 

10 WOMEN’S MINISTRY - 12pm 

25  PIANO CONCERT - 3pm 


