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A New Message Series for the Season of Lent called, “Turn: A Season of Repentance.” 
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I want to share a conversation I had with a dear friend a number of years back. During the season of Lent, my 
friend took the theme of repentance and “ran with it” in let’s say, a less than constructive direction.  
 

“Tony, I don’t see what the big deal is. It was only a simple call to repentance.” Said a friend to me (we’ll call 
him ‘Nathan’) as we talked about the fall-out he had with a Christian friend, after telling that person about 
their sin.  
 

“Nathan, it was more than that. You see, it is one thing for people to share in a weekly 
corporate prayer of confession at church, it is quite another for someone to tell one of 
those people about their personal sins. The person you spoke to was surprised by your 
comments, embarrassed by his actions, and hurt that you saw what he had worked 
hard to hide in his life.”  
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“Yeah, I could definitely see the embarrassment on their face, which indicates they are trying to 
please people rather than God.”  
 

“Or Nathan, which could mean your approach to confronting the sin in their life lacked grace and 
tack.” [Now Nathan was wearing his own look of embarrassment]  
 

“I had not thought of it in that way. I was just upset that they were upset with me. And I guess I am a 
little afraid that I may have lost a good friend over it.”  
 

“I get that Nathan, I really do. What if instead of telling people about their sin, you also told them 
about the hope that follows repentance. The hope of a better, fuller, freer life. The life God wants for 
them.” 
 
“Wow, so THAT is what repentance is all about. This idea is another part of the situation I was  
missing.”  
 
“Yes, Nathan. That and much more my friend.”  
 

 

Dear Christ Presbyterian Church, this idea is also what the season of Lent is about. It is about 
turning away from sin to that better, fuller, and freer life that God wants for you! Turning 
from sin toward love! 
 
We will begin the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 26th, with a new message  
series called, “Turn: A Season of Repentance.” This series has taken its weekly Scripture  
readings from the Revised Common Lectionary. You are welcome to use that lectionary to 
find other Scripture passages to reflect on during the season of Lent. 
   
If you are looking for a Lenten study, here are a few suggested resources: 
 

Falling Into Goodness: Lenten Reflections by Chuck DeGroat 
 
A Way Other Than Our Own: Devotions For Lent by Walter Brueggemann 
 
God Is On The Cross: Reflections on Lent and Easter by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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SENIOR PASTOR 
 
Dear Christ Presbyterian Church,  
 
Last month I joined with over 1,300 commissioners and guests from around the country at the 
2020 ECO National Gathering, our denomination’s largest national gathering to date. Much is  
happening in ECO that is pretty exciting, including a new movement of church planting, and several 
international church partnerships with churches in Egypt who are sharing the good news of Jesus 
with their Muslim neighbors.  
 
Last year I was asked to join ECO’s National Theology Task Force to help shape the theology of our 
denomination. The eight of us on the team have done post-graduate research, and all have a  
passion to care for the local church. Below is a picture of our team that was taken at the National 
Gathering in Dallas in February.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our team will be working on writing a commentary on ECO’s Essential Tenets this Spring, then in 
the Summer and Fall we will begin a process of writing a series of “Pastoral Letters” to the  
churches of ECO on a variety of subjects.  
 
Not only is the Lord at work in ECO at the national level, He is at work in ECO at the regional level. 
Later in April, following Easter, our church will be hosting the Hope Presbytery Gathering on April 
25th. I hope you will join us for that gathering so you can meet some of the pastors and Elders 
from our partnering ECO churches across Arizona.   
 
Sincerely, 
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
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ASSISTANT PASTOR 
 
A Brief History of Lent 
 
The Season of Lent has been around a long time. Most people think of it primarily as a Roman Catholic 
practice, but it is observed by Christians of all kinds. Many of the traditions associated with Lent have 
their origin in Catholicism. Protestants have been adding their own practices to it for many years. It can 
be a fruitful time of spiritual reflection and renewal if observed in the proper spirit. 
 
The word “Lent” comes from an ancient meaning “Spring.” It has been used since about AD 1000 to 
translate the Latin term quadragesima, meaning the “forty days.” Lent was originally designed as the 
final time of preparation for those who were being baptized and joining the church. The forty days of 
Lent are counted in a variety of ways. According to one of the more common measures, Lent begins on 
Ash Wednesday and ends at dusk on Holy Thursday exclusive of Sundays. One arrives at forty days of 
fasting by adding Good Friday and Holy Saturday to the count.  
 
Ash Wednesday is the day on which Christians begin their Lenten observance with a typically somber 
service that focuses on sin, repentance, and mortality. The purpose of this service is to bring into focus 
our need for salvation. It is meant to be reflective, but not morbid or without hope. The promise of the 
Resurrection does not go away during Lent. In fact, it comes into sharper focus as we focus on why we 
need it and what it cost Jesus to accomplish it. 
 
Tradition places the origin of Lent in the time of the Apostles, but this is not known for certain. The first 
Lenten-type observances were short and severe; lasting forty hours between the time of the Crucifixion 
on Good Friday and the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. The period of fasting gradually increased until it 
became forty days in accordance with the forty-day fasts of Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. 
 
Many people find it spiritually helpful to “give something up” for the duration of Lent. This can be help-
ful if it is used as an opportunity to take on another activity or to donate to a charity that addresses the 
needs of the hungry. Lent is primarily a dedicated time of reflection on the suffering and death of Jesus 
and what it means for us. Taking on a spiritual practice, such as a specific program of prayer and  
meditation, can be just as helpful as giving something up. The  
point is to make an intentional effort to be more aware of Jesus’ 
saving death on the cross. 
 
I encourage you to find some way to intentionally observe the  
season of Lent this year, even if you don’t get started on Ash 
Wednesday. It will give you a deeper appreciation for Easter and  
a greater awareness of God’s incredible love and amazing grace. 
Think of it as a time of preparation not just for the celebration of 
Easter, but for eternity. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Mike 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

NOTES FROM THE TRADITIONAL WORSHIP DIRECTOR  
 

I am excited to share with you the fulfillment of a long held dream. Thanks to the generosity of Donald 
and Cathie Pitts we will dedicate their gift of a Lowry Organ to our congregation on Sunday, March 8th at 
the 9 o’clock service. We will now have two magnificent instruments, a piano and organ, to lead our 
praise and worship each Sunday. God does indeed answer prayers, and yes, Vitaly knows how to play to 
organ too! 
 

Next week is important for Vitaly and his family, and I want you  
to keep them in your prayers. On March 2 the US Immigration 
Office will conduct an interview which will determine their fate. 
The interview is the final step in obtaining a green card and  
begining the process of becoming a US citizen. As many of you 
know this has been a multi-year, multi-hurdle process fraught  
will obstacles. You can be proud of the part you have played  
with your prayers, support, and generous gifts.  
 

In anticipation of the success of the interview and to announce 
the opening of Vitaly and Svetlana’s Ostinato Conservatory of  
Music, they are planning a special recital on Sunday, March 22nd 
at 2PM to which you and your friends are cordially invited. Come 
help us celebrate this long-awaited event as we welcome Vitaly, 
Svetlana and Stella into our church family with open arms.  
 

Can I have an “Amen” to that?  
 

David Wilson, Director of Music 
 
 

DEACON MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated food items for our 1st Food Drive!  We were able to start a food 
pantry and anyone who is in need of food is welcome to stop by the office to request a food box.  We will 
be hosting more food drives in the future, but we will take donations anytime, so that our food pantry is 
continually replenished.  If you’d like to donate non-perishable food items, please drop them off at the 
Welcome Center (on Sundays) or at the church office.  For more information contact Stacy Spetter 
(stacy.spetter@gmail.com). 
 

“Spring Cleaning Day” has been postponed at the time.  For more information please contact Charisma 
Guese (charisma.luat@gmail.com).  
 

The coffee hour schedule for March is as follows:  
 Mar 1st Becky Anderson  Group 6 ndrsn52@gmail.com 
 Mar 8th Sheila Schweitzer  Group 5 sheilaschweitzer69@gmail.com 
 Mar 15th  Janete Kibong Yufenyuy Group 7 venjane@yahoo.com 
 Mar 22nd  Soonja Robinson  Group 8 soonjarobinson@cox.net 
   Mar 29th         Barb Faler                                  Group  9           faler@cox.net 
 

Charisma Luat Guese, Moderator Board of Deacons  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Nichole & Ariana 
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YOUTH MINISTRY  
 

Hello from Youth Ministry! A special thanks to Mitch Jackson, our Youth Sunday School teacher, and his assistants, Randy Morrow and Rex 
Lambert.  Our students are primarily middle school students, but I believe High Schoolers would enjoy these lessons as well.  We are  
averaging between 8 to 12 middle schoolers.  If we have enough interest from 3 or more High Schoolers, we will start a separate class for 
them.  Please let me know if your High School student is interested in attending on a regular basis.  
 

Brandin Francabandera is filling the position as Youth Director on an interim basis.  Thanks also to Jim Rains for his presence, as well as the 
Men of IAM, John Reichard, and Bob Gates, who provide a meal for our Youth once a month.  Brandin provides a weekly Sunday evening 
Youth event, which typically consists of a brief lesson, simple dinner, and games.  Once a month we would like to have a special event off 
campus.  The get togethers are from 6:00 pm til 7:30 pm on Sunday nights in the Youth Room upstairs. Our special event in February was  
going to Urban Air. As a first-time visitor, my word for it is …Amazing!  Goodyear has needed places for our older children to have some safe, 
fun, yet challenging activities and Urban Air provided it! We had 14 pre-teens and teens there, as well as 4 parents that stayed for the length 
of the event (trampolines, zip lines, high walks, all kinds of climbing activities….really fun. The kids shared pizza together (as did their parents).  
Next month, the Special Event is something called an Escape Room.  Ask you kids about it.  
 

Request for assistance : We need assistance from our Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers for the CPC Car Show on March 14th.  We are  
expecting quite a number of cars to be on exhibit and need help with distributing coffee, water, pastries, etc as well as other assignments 
during the show.  Bill Snook is coordinating this event.  Please let Mitch Jackson, Bill, or myself know if your children are able to help for about 
3 or 4 hours on the morning of the March 14th.  
 

If you have any questions or are interested in being an adult volunteer to assist either Mitch, or Brandin, please contact me (Raub Randels). 
My cell phone is 623-236-6445. Mitch’s email is litehaus13@gmail.com. Brandin’s email is Bfranca1601@gmail.com. My email is: 
golfinraub@cox.net.  
 

Enjoy this fantastic Spring weather! 
 

Raubin Randels, Elder of Youth Ministry 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
 

Hello from the Children’s Ministry! We had a great January, and thanks to Nichole Soyka and Arianna Flatt, we have had quite a change in 
how the classes are being conducted. The curriculum is still “The Gospel Project”, but the classes for our Toddlers, Pre-K thru K, and 1st 
through 5th grade have more emphasis on a combination of a lesson, songs based on the lessons, and crafts that the children can take home 
to their parents.  We have made use of existing computers within the church such that each class room has a combination of DVD player, a 
computer, and wall-mounted flat screen TV for teachers to use. We also had a flat screen TV donated we are using at the check-in desk that 
will have scrolling notes on upcoming activities, as well as playing children’s Christian songs for a more welcoming, happy beginning for our 
Children to see and hear.  It is refreshing  to hear familiar children’s Christian songs from the classrooms when walking through our hallways.  
Our Children’s Sunday School program is growing, with approximately 30 to 40 children attending in Toddlers through 5th Grade.  Thanks 
again to Nichole, Arianna, LeAnne Hawkins, Jessica Stiff, LuAnne Donaho, Pam Bakker, Heather Smith, Donna Gates, Rachel Craig, and Libbie 
Randels, for loving and teaching our children.  
 

We do have some very specific needs for assistance from additional volunteers.  This does not translate in being in classrooms every week 
throughout the year, but instead being on rotation with existing teachers, or providing adult assistance for our teachers. Specifically: 
 

- More teachers for our Toddlers (3 to 4 years old), primarily during the second service. 
- More adult presence in the Children’s Church during second hour, since our class size has been 20  
 children at times.  This is assisting, not teaching.       
- We continually need help in our Nursery.  The number of infants varies from 0 to 3 or 4.  Even once a month would be great. In the 

nursery  we have rocking chairs, and one-way sound proof windows so that you can watch and hear the service.  If you are  
 interested, even one Sunday a month, please contact Carole Collier at 623-877-0968 or email her at ccollieraz@gmail.com. 
 

Our Easter Egg Hunt, is on Saturday before Easter.   If you are able to help, contact Nichole Soyka by email, at  Nichole@cpcgoodyear.org, or 
me at golfinraub@cox.net, or call me at 623-236-6445. Better yet, come by and see us on Sunday mornings. 
 

Raubin Randels, Elder of Children’s Ministry 

 -  CONNECT -  

mailto:litehaus13@gmail.com
mailto:golfinraub@cox.net
mailto:ccollieraz@gmail.com
mailto:Nichole@cpcgoodyear.org
mailto:golfinraub@cox.net
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

Sunday, March 15, 2020 is a big day in the life of CPC! We will be  
commissioning five new Stephen Ministers and one new Stephen  
Leader during worship. This will allow us to expand our ministry call  
to “bear one another’s burdens, and in this way fulfill the law of 
Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Please join us as we officially welcome these folks: 
 
Stephen Leader:  Bill Snook 
Stephen Ministers:  Sydney Avey, Kevin Gates, Mary Ann Huesby,  
            Matilda Rickard, and Janete Kibong Yufenyuy 
 
Our Stephen Ministers are equipped and empowered to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care 
to people who are hurting. They completed an intensive training course and will participate in continuing  
education as they begin their ministry among us. Stephen Ministers usually provide care to one person at a time, 
meeting with that person once a week for about an hour. Stephen Ministers are trained to listen without  
judgment, providing a safe context in which people can process what is happening in their lives. They do this with 
the support of the Stephen Leaders through regular supervision and support. 
 
You can help in this ministry in two important ways. First, pray for our Stephen Ministry, our Stephen Ministers, 
and our Leadership Team. Second, help us identify people who may benefit from a Stephen Minster relationship. 
Contact Pastor Shirey or a member of our Leadership Team if you have questions or know of a potential care  
receiver. 
 
Leadership Team: Donna Gates, Shirley Lambert, Chuck Seely, Bill Snook, Pastor Shirey 
 

CONNECT GROUPS 
 

We had a great response to our Connect Group ministry in February. After just two weeks, four new groups are 
meeting in homes with a total attendance of 42 each week. If you would like to be a Connect Group leader, host 
home, or participant; please contact me at jcnannery@gmail.com or at 480-939-4862. 
 
John Nannery, Director of Connect Groups  
 
 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP TEAM  
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

     January 2020 Expenses $60,951 
     January 2020 Income $73,456 
     January 2020 Surplus $12,505 
     January 2020 Cash Reserve $231,262 
     Mortgage Debt $1,819,242 
 

     The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are allocated: 
     Questions or comments to finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

-  GROW -  

mailto:jcnannery@gmail.,com


8 

CARE MINISTRIES 
Women’s Ministry:  WOW and Bloom have merged.  The combined group will be known as Women’s Ministry.  
Its activities will include Bible study, caring support, Christian fellowship, special events (see next paragraph), and 
mission projects. 

 
 Women’s RETREAT: The new Women’s Ministry will have a Retreat on Saturday, April 

4th, from 9AM to 3PM.  It will be held at The Tuscany Falls Clubhouse at PebbleCreek.  
The featured speaker/facilitator will be Erica Wiggenhorn (photo at left).  She has  

 several books, including Unexplainable Jesus.  You can see her books on Amazon. 
 

 The cost is $40 which includes breakfast, snacks, lunch, and an honorarium for Erica.  
Sign up at coffee hours.  Registration must close on Friday, March 27th. We have to 
give the Clubhouse a count 7 days prior. 

 
 

 Adopt-A-Firefighter needs many additional sponsors to send cards to Goodyear  
 firefighters.  If you are interested, please contact Debbie Svoboda or Susan Sweeden.  

There will be a table at both coffee hours during March where you can learn more 
about it and, if you feel called, sign up. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MOPS 
 

MOPS, Mothers of Preschoolers has moved their Rummage Sale to April 18th.  Please continue to spring clean 
and consider donating your unneeded items towards this wonderful fundraiser.  Drop off your donations on Apr 
17th at CPC.  For volunteer or donation inquiries, please contact Jenna Dunn:  jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
Welcome New Members to the CPC Family! 
 
Mary Ajuazum   Debbie Svoboda 
Kossi Attila   Joe Svoboda 
Julie Avery   Peter Teboh 
Ron Cole   Harold Van Sant 
Celina Amboh Mugra  Suzy Van Sant 
Meredith Sehm 
 
Join us Sunday, March 8th to receive our new members. 
 

-  GROW -  

For more information, contact 
Carol Phillips    

623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

mailto:cphillips02@cox.net


9 

MEN OF IAM 
 
 

 CAR SHOW:  Mark your calendars for the annual Car Show on Saturday, March 14th.  

It will be in the church parking lot from 8AM – 12PM.  Invite your friends and  
 neighbors to this FREE Car Show with FREE donuts and coffee.  It is the only one in 

the West Valley that day.  Over one hundred cars expected! 
 

 Did I mention that it’s FREE? 
 
 12th ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST:  The Men of IAM will 

again serve breakfast on Palm Sunday from 8 to 11AM.  Mark 
your calendars – it will be April 5th this year.  This is our major 
fundraiser, enabling us to do many “freebies” during the year.  
The menu is Pancakes, bacon, scrambled eggs, hash browns, 
OJ, and coffee.  Tickets will be on sale at coffee hours. 

 
 11th ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF:  Men of IAM will be working with (and competing 

against) the Women’s Ministry.  It will be on April 19th in the Atrium, starting at 
noon. 

 
 

For further info about the Men of IAM and our activities: 
Mitch Jackson - President; litehaus13@gmail.com 
Bob Gates - Vice President; dgates316@aol.com 

Scott Phillips - Secretary; sphillipsaz@cox.net 

 

 

KNITTING FOR THE NEEDY 
 

Knitting for the Needy is Expanding 
 

We have paired with Knots of Love to knit or crochet chemo caps  
to be distributed to cancer treatment centers in Arizona. Use your 
favorite fun hat patterns for children or adults using soft or baby 
yarn in any color. For more ideas or guidelines about patterns or 
yarn, visit the website knotsoflove.org/patterns.  
 

As always, we can use items for infants through adults plus cotton washcloths or 8” squares. If you make it, we 
have a place to send it.  Serving others is easy, work on your own time with your own yarn on your choice of 
patterns. Pray for the recipient and place completed items in the breezeway box. 
 

Contact Jan Shaffer at cpcknits@gmail.com for questions. 

 -  SERVE -  

-  COMMUNITY -  

mailto:cpcknits@gmail.com


10 

RESOURCES 
 

Church Office - The administration office at Christ Church appreciates volunteers. If you are interested 
in helping for a couple hours in the office, please let us know; info@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
On-Line Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your 
giving needs. Easy to download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and 
events.  For download instructions, please refer to the flyer in the foyer or contact the office. 
 
Church Library - There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  If you wish to read 
a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them.  We  
currently do not have a way to check out books.  Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  
There are several categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There 
are also several jig-saw puzzles available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them 
on the “returns” cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com). 
 
Worship & Facebook - If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may experience the  
sermon portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook  
account to access our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and key in:  
https://www.facebook.com/CPCGoodyear/.  
 
Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  www.cpcgoodyear.org. 
The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also access the calendar on the 
ShelbyNext app.   
 

 
PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday Flower Donations Reminder - If you would like to order flowers for the sanctuary, the sign-up 
sheet is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday preceding the Sunday you want them  
displayed and listed in the announcements. Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40.  
Rosebuds for birth announcements are $15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering  
envelope and indicate under “other” or pay in the office. There are many dates available in 2020!   
You can pick-up and take the flowers home after second service. Returning the vase to the admin office 
is appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 
 

Ink Cartridges - Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle program. We receive 
credit at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this program! 

 

  
 Special Announcement - We are moving toward a more “strategic” use of the 
newsletter by making it a quarterly publication.  Making this change will save 
us in office staff hours and lower costs of printing and postage.  The new  

 quarterly newsletter will run each year on these four months - January, April, 
July and October.  April will be our first quarterly release and we would love to 
know what you think about this exciting new change. 

 
 

 

 

 

Special  
Announcement 
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925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
                Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional      9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

 
STAFF 

 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Janet Russell / Director of Music - Contemporary Serv. 
janet@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Brandin Francabandera / Director of Youth Ministry 
brandin@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Nichole Soyka / Director of Children’s Ministry 
nichole@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

CPC HAPPENINGS 
 

MARCH 

8   RECEIVE NEW MEMBERS 

9-13    OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON 

14   CAR SHOW 

15    ST. PATRICK FEAST DAY 

21   BILL BALLARD MEMORIAL 

22   VITALY PIANO CONCERT 

28   REV. HIPOLITO MELENDEZ 

   MEMORIAL 


