
  

/ “The Call” 
June 2020 

“The Gift Of Prayer In This Season.” Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
 

We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding  
that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit  

in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his  
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father,  

who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.  Colossians 1:9b-12 
 

I hope you have been blessed to join myself and Pastor Mike for our daily prayers in the mornings and evenings, Monday 
to Friday, during this season. Paul’s prayer for the Colossians is my prayer for each of you and that the Lord may empower 
you to “live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way.” During a time when we still have limited access to the     
people we love and the places we love, I want to encourage you to allow the Lord to develop within your life a passion for 
the gift of prayer.  
 

To assist you in growing in this essential Christian practice, I want to offer you a few resources. The 
first is a book by Tim Keller, simply called, Prayer. Tim Keller was the pastor of one of America’s largest 
urban Presbyterian churches located in several sites across NYC, called Redeemer Presbyterian Church.  
Keller will introduce you to the biblical and historical foundations of prayer in the life of the church. 
Stopping along the way to offer you practice guides and how to grow your prayer life, particularly in 
Chapter 7, Rules for Prayer. There are several wonderful books on prayer, old and new alike, I hope 
this resource will be a blessing to you and will encourage within your life a greater awe of the majesty 
of God.  

The second recommendation is an online prayer resource developed by The Episcopal Church which   
includes a number of wonderfully rich, prayers filled with biblical allusions that churches across the 
world, Episcopal and non-Episcopal alike, lift up each week during their public worship. You can access 
that resource at this website, https://www.bcponline.org. Many of our prayers used in worship services 
 

at Christ Presbyterian Church are modifications of prayers found within 
the Book of Common Prayer. The practice of praying daily with a Prayer 
Book is one that Christians across the world have used for centuries. It 
harkens back to the way the early church actually used the Psalter,      
certain Psalms were not only sung by them, but prayed during their    
corporate worship. “Those who have sung and prayed twice!”   

 

Another online resource is the resource that myself and Pastor Mike 
have used for our daily prayers on Facebook is a free App called    
Prayer – Mission St. Claire. You can find that App here for Android 
and iPhone’s alike:  https://www.missionstclare.com. It includes 
Scripture Readings, hymns, and several prayers each day in the    
morning and evening. 

 

Dear church family, I hope these resources bless you as they have 
blessed me. May this become a season of prayer for you when you 
delight in the awe of the majesty of our great Lord and Savior!  
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SENIOR PASTOR 
 

Dear Christ Presbyterian Church family,  
 
As our State begins to move through Phase One of a three phase plan, businesses across our State are 
able to begin to adopt practices to safely open. To that end we are reopening our Church Office for  
partial use on Tuesdays to Thursdays from 9am-12pm, beginning June 9th. If you would like to setup a 
face-to-face appointment with one of our Pastors we are now welcoming those appointments (Pastor 
Tony on Wednesdays and Thursdays, Pastor Mike on Tuesdays). Wearing masks will be required to   
ensure the safety of those meeting. If you are among those in higher risk categories for being seriously 
affected by COVID-19 which includes those who are 65 years of age or older, or those who have certain 
medical pre-conditions, we encourage you to setup a virtual appointment and to continue to stay-at-
home during Phase One and Phase Two which is in keeping with the counsel of the CDC, the State of 
Arizona, and the White House Reopening America plans. We want you and your family to be safe, that 
is our top priority. 
 
Also coming up mid or late June, we will return to two live-streaming worship services with our full   
Order of Worship. Our Traditional Worship Service will return and be live-streamed at 9am with choir 
music pre-recorded so that we can have a few more choir members present in the recording sessions 
(we are limiting our worship performers to 10 people during this season; when our performers are not          
performing they will be wearing facemasks). Our Contemporary Worship Service will also return and be 
live-streamed at 11am. That service will be led by our new Interim Director of Contemporary Worship, 
Charisma Luat-Guese. Many of you know Charisma as our Deacon Moderator. She has served our 
church family faithfully for many years as keyboardist and occasional worship leader in the                
Contemporary Worship Service. (Personnel will share more regarding this change of Staff.) We wish    
Janet Russell well in her new endeavors and believe she will continue to use her worship gifts for the 
Lord and His people. We are currently remodeling our Worship Media Booth in the sanctuary to        
enable a more safe space for our volunteers serving within it.  
 
If you have not had a chance to view the results of our church-wide “Reopening Church Campus       
Survey,” I hope you will visit the church website or Facebook Page to view the video of the findings. In 
April your Session created a four-person task team to assess how to safely reopen our church campus 
for public worship. Our present goal is to return to public worship gatherings sometime within July 
(that will depend upon the guidelines of the CDC; and the State and National guidelines for faith     
communities). Those gatherings will be limited to the numbers we can safely accommodate while 
seating people six-feet apart. (Our sanctuary ‘appears’ to be able to seat as many as 90 people        
gathered six-feet apart). As those gatherings draw closer, we will share more news with you. 
 
We are praying for you, please let us know if there is anything 
we can do to serve your family in this season. We are excited 
to begin these steps and work back toward being together in 
person with each of you! 
 
Prayerfully, 
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
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ASSISTANT PASTOR 
 

Saved from an Ordinary Life 
 

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in  
righteousness, 17so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

(2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV) 
 
A good friend of mine once spoke the phrase that serves as the title of this article when he was          
describing how accepting Jesus as his Savior and Lord had changed his life. The phrase has stuck with 
me since I first heard it more than a decade ago. I can apply it to several experiences in my faith       
journey. One experience took place nearly twenty years ago. The church I was serving sent me to a    
two-week training program in Madison Wisconsin where I joined a dozen other people as we learned to 
teach the Bethel Discipleship Series. Bethel is a two-year intensive overview of the Bible. It was a         
life-altering experience. I had a cursory understanding of the Old Testament from my seminary training 
but didn’t spend much time with it either in my devotional time or in my teaching and preaching. That 
all changed after my Bethel training. 
 

When the New Testament refers to Scripture, it is    
talking about the Old Testament. There was no New 
Testament; parts of it were still being written down as 
late as the early second century. To dismiss the Old 
Testament as old, outdated, and irrelevant is to dismiss 
the Bible Jesus read. The problem is not that it is    
complex or hard to understand. It is readable and easy 
to understand when it is read with the right purpose 
and allow it to speak to us instead of demanding that it       
provide answers to questions it wasn’t designed to  
answer. The purpose of the Bible is to describe God’s 
relationship with his creation and with   humanity, the 
pinnacle of his creation. I’ve learned as much about 
humanity in the pages of Scripture as I have about 
God. And I’ve learned to appreciate God’s mercy, 
grace, and love much more deeply as a result! 
 

The Old Testament is like a delicious banquet that can only be appreciated if it is savored over extended 
periods of time. It requires careful reading and study with the help of the resources that are readily 
available these days at the click of a button. Reading the Bible with meaning requires asking the right 
questions. The right questions arise when we read and study it through the eyes of Jesus. There is much 
to learn about our Heavenly Father in the pages of the Bible. I understand Jesus more deeply than I did 
before I embarked on my study of the Old Testament. I’m learning more every day. All Scripture is     
useful because all Scripture comes to us through the Holy Spirit, the same Spirit that helps us under-
stand what we’re reading at a level we might not immediately realize. Let the Bible read you and you 
will be saved from an ordinary life and an ordinary faith. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Mike 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

NOTES FROM THE TRADITIONAL WORSHIP DIRECTOR  
 
Dear Congregation,      
 
I hope you were able to tune in last week to the on-line worship service. Many thanks to Vitaly for    
providing such beautiful and inspiring music and to Pastor Tony for his powerful message. The response to 
our initial video has been positive, and we are working to improve this format. Stay tuned. 
 
For this month’s Call article I invited Vitaly to share some exciting news with you.  
 
My wife and I are extremely happy to announce the opening of Ostinato Conservatory, a school of music 
which will provide private lessons and music education to the West Valley. We are planning to collaborate 
with local classical musicians to create a consortium of talent. In addition, we are purchasing a new Kwai 
grand piano so our students can learn to play on a quality instrument. Private lessons will begin in the 
middle of June for the summer session and lessons and group classes for Fall 2020 will begin in August. 
We will be advertising throughout the valley, and in addition I will play a “digital” recital in July. For more 
information you can visit our website https://www.oscmusic.com and follow us on Instagram 
@ostinato.conservatory.  
 
Thank you Vitaly for bringing this valuable opportunity for music 
education to our community. We will pray for your success.  
 
May God continue to bless CPC as together we sing these           
powerful words of love, trust and hope, “God be with you ‘til we 
meet again.”  
 
Can I hear an “Amen” to that? 
Blessings, and stay safe.  
 
David Wilson, Director of Music 
 
 

PERSONNEL UPDATE 
 

This month we have experienced a change of staff, in that the Contemporary Worship Leader, Janet     
Russell has left the employ of the church. We wish her well as she concludes her time with us and         
ventures forth. 
 
As we go forward, we say a hearty “welcome” to Charisma Guese, our keyboardist, who steps in as the 
Interim Director of Contemporary Worship. We are looking forward to seeing her in a more active role 
during this time.  
 
We thank God daily for the talented Staff that He has entrusted to CPC. 
 
Carolyn Weese and Pam Bakker, Personnel Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

https://www.oscmusic.com
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YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Jenessa Prigge, our Youth Director, is continuing to provide YouTube video presentations each week for our Middle 
School and High Schoolers, that they will enjoy watching.  Go to YouTube, and bring up “CPCGoodyear”, and you will 
see Jenessa’s presentations, both past and present. The new series of lessons begins with Jonah.  It seems like       
lessons on not wanting to do what God wants us to do are always applicable.  Especially in the trying times we face 
today. 
 

Nichole Soyka and Ari Flatt are providing lessons for Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten, and for our children in 1st 
through 5th grade.  Nichole is continuing to send out the lessons to each parent so they can have access, rather than 
using YouTube.  From the lessons I have accessed, the content is good and has little or no buffering. We just          
purchased the continuation of the Gospel Project lessons that will take us through the end of the summer months.  
She has approximately 30 families on distribution each week.  If you are not receiving these Sunday School lessons 
and would like to, let Nichole know via email: Nichole@cpcpgoodyear.org. 
 

A reminder, sadly, there is no Vacation Bible School this summer. 
 

Hoping to see you all soon! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me (Raub Randels), cell: 623-236-6445 / email: golfinraub@cox.net    
 

God is with us! 
 

Raubin Randels, Elder of Children’s Ministry 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
This month I want to highlight one of the local missions we support, StreetlightUSA in Glendale, AZ. StreetlightUSA 
provides crisis intervention, stabilization, and housing for young girls who are victims of sex trafficking. Care for each 
girl is tailored to her specific needs and circumstances. Their Christ-centered programming includes services to meet 
her physical and emotional needs through a mix of direct care staff, mentors, case managers, therapists, and         
survivors. The campus of individual cottages - each with kitchen, bedrooms, bathrooms and living area - provide her 
basic needs in a home-like atmosphere where she can feel safe and enjoy the value of contributing to and benefiting 
from a nurturing home. Girls may call StreetlightUSA "home" for a few nights or long-term until she turns 18. The   
on-campus school - Prestige Academy - provides a safe, trauma-informed, individualized learning environment for 
each child. By integrating a girl’s healing with her training and education she becomes better equipped to succeed in 
all areas. Prestige Academy - provides a safe, trauma-informed, individualized learning environment for each child. 
By integrating a girl’s healing with her training and education she becomes better equipped to succeed in all areas. 
 

To learn more about this ministry and see          
opportunities for ways to be involved, visit their 
website at: https://www.streetlightusa.org/ 
 

Sydney Roosa, Elder – Mission & Outreach 

-  CONNECT -  

-  SERVE -  

https://www.streetlightusa.org/
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FINANCE &  
STEWARDSHIP TEAM  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

April, 30 2020 Income $202,809 
April, 30 2020 Expenses $214,005 
April, 30 2020 Deficit $11,196 
April, 30 2020 Surplus $253,159 
Mortgage Debt $1,797,775 
 

The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are  
allocated: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions or comments to:  
finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 
 

RESOURCES 
Online Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your  giving needs. Easy to 
download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and events.  For instructions on how to download, 
please contact the office. 
 

Online Worship - Join us online for Sunday Worship, “From Our Home To Your Home”.  We have  blended our traditional and 
contemporary services into one worship service. Log on to our website, Facebook or YouTube with your family and friends 
and continue ‘worship distancing’. Refer to the flyer on back page for days and times of daily prayer, and Bible studies. 
 

PROGRAMS 
Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by shopping at Fry's? It's 
easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, 
and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, 
you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…   
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 
 

Amazon Smile for MOPS  - Please help our MOPS Ministry by setting up your Amazon purchases through Amazon Smile.  Step 
1: In your internet browser go to smile.amazon.com and log in using your Amazon credentials. Step 2: You’ll be directed to 
another screen, “pick your own charitable organization” enter “Christ Presbyterian Church Goodyear AZ ” then click 
“Search” and select. Step 3: You will be redirected and asked to check the box next to “Yes” then click “Start Shopping”  
That’s it! You are now signed up for Amazon Smile! Just be sure to visit smile.amazon.com every time you normally visit    
Amazon to make sure your purchases have a portion of the price donated to CPC MOPS.  

-  GROW -  

Weekly Giving - Weeks of 2/2 - 5/31/2020 
(General & Loose Offering) 

Week  
Beginning 

General  
Fund  

Offering 

Loose 
Offering 

Total Rolling  
4-week  
average 

2/2/20 $11,736 $0 $11,736 $15,252 

2/9/20 $5,898 $0 $5,898 $12,284 

2/16/20 $10,724 $250 $10,974 $11,019 

2/23/20 $8,363 $0 $8,363 $9,243 

3/1/20 $16,720 $258 $16,978 $10,553 

3/8/20 $9,343 $302 $9,645 $11,490 

3/15/20 $8,105 $86 $8,191 $10,794 

3/22/20 $9,815 $0 $9,815 $11,157 

3/29/20 $6,435 $0 $6,435 $8,522 

4/5/20 $13,463 $200 $13,663 $9,526 

4/12/20 $9,873 $20  $9,893 $9,952 

4/19/20  $8,060  $0    $8,060 $9,513 

4/26/20 $5,263 $0 $5,263 $9,220 

5/3/20 $14,572 $0 $14,572 $9,447 

5/10/20 $7,001  $0 $7,001 $8,724 

5/17/20  $9,427  $0 $9,427 $9,066 

5/24/20  $3,007  $0 $3,007 $8,502 

5/31/20 $6,327  $0 $6,327 $6,441 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Happy  

Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

2 Marc Hippen 
 Rene Martin 
 Brandon Chi 
4 Judy Valente 
6 Carolyn Hauber 
 Annia N'Sougan 
 Jan Reichard 
 Darla Reynante 
 Sharon Wiley 
7 Rick Reed 
 Kaitlyn Wender 
8 William McBride 
9 Esther Enoh 
10 Daniel Donoho 
 Brian Gillham 
 
 

12 Cherri Baxter 
 Colleen Gore 
 Priscilla Vargas 
13 Ralph Harper 
 Tim O'Hearn 
14 Easton Hinds 
 Claudia Honsberger 
 Janet Rogerson 
15 Carolyn Skwier 
16 John Bakker 
18 Teddi Painter 
 John Perduk 
 Jim Rains 
19 Karen Borchers 
20      Mary Ann Huesby 
 
 

21 Steve Hawkins 
 Anthony McKinnon 
 Bette Sloat 
22 Jaden Fon 
 Ralph Sweeden 
24 Alvin Kongnyuy 
25 Susan Armstrong 
26 Kay Kenney 
 Deborah Soyka 
27 Ron Chambers 
 Ronda Hackett 
 Duane Johnson 
 Zonnie Slivers 
28 Carolyn Weese 
29 Vitaly Serebriakov 
 Harvey Weese 
30 Songcha Bowman 

1 Ron & Maxine Chambers 
 Marvin & Pat Larson 
 Hector & Lourdes Luat 
4 Orion & Kate Steen 
5 Lance & Tanya Wright 
8 Jim & Sharon Wiley 
10 Dr. Samuel & Esther Enoh 
11 Daniel & LuAnne Donoho 
 Tom & Fe Rodriguez 
 
 
 

12 Judson & Rebecca Anderson 
 Keith & Pam Cordona 
 Kyler & Kay Kenney 
18 Daniel & Karen Borchers 
 Bill & Trish Floyd 
 Jan & Barbara Kordel 
19 Bob & Norleen Shelton 
21 Michael & Ellie Wright 
22 William & Cherri Baxter 
26 Dave & Kathi Eckert 
28 Skip & Faith Kalback 



 
    
 

 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours: 
                             CAMPUS CLOSED  
                 Pastors available by appointment only 
 
Sunday Online Worship @ 9am 
Daily Prayer on Facebook Mon-Fri @ 9:30am & 6pm 
Bible Studies on Facebook Tue & Thur @ 10:30am 

STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Charisma Luat-Guese / Interim Director of Music  
Contemporary Serv. 

charisma.luat@gmail.com 
 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Jenessa Prigge / Director of Youth Ministry 
jenessa@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Nichole Soyka / Director of Children’s Ministry 
nichole@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

John Merrill / IT Director 
john@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Bob Nobis / Bookkeeper 
bob@cpcgoodyear.org / finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Austyn Damon / Publications & Media Director 
austyn@cpcgoodyear.org 


