
 

“Help us make The Call even better!” Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the years our church newsletter The Call has gone through a series of changes. In its first form it was distributed as 
a printed newsletter to most of our congregation. Over time it became an e-newsletter to save the church money on 
printing costs and to stay on trend with how other churches distribute newsletters. Today, it is largely an, e-newsletter. 
We print about 100 copies a month, half of those copies are mailed to homes, and half are put into resource racks in the 
Atrium.  
 
During the months of July and September our Staff will be discussing how we can update the structure of our newsletter. 
We will be looking at ways we can improve and simplify the content of our newsletter. The website, Ekklesia360, has a 
helpful article on effective church newsletters. According to them, great church newsletters follow seven principles: 

 
1. They are written with a clear purpose in mind, typically they have one main call to action that stretches across 

the newsletter. 
 

2. They follow the rule that less is more by keeping the length of the newsletter and its articles short. 
 

3. They use intentionally fun subject lines for articles. 
 

4. They continue to test out different kinds of columns to explore what people in their church are interested in 
reading about.  
 

5. They are built for an e-readership since most church newsletters are read online rather than in-print. 
 

6. They make it easy for people to unsubscribe which may sound counter-intuitive but allowing people to choose 
to subscribe means that the readers are invested in the newsletter.  
 

7. They make sure that there are clear timelines for the newsletter’s publication.  



 

We would love to hear from our congregation. What kind of articles are you interested in having in your newsletter? 
What kind of information about Christ Church, its people (staff, church officers, congregation) and its ministries, would 
you like us to share?  
 
If you would like to share your thoughts with us about how to improve our newsletter please send them to  
info@cpcgoodyear.org.  
 
(To read the article referred to in its entirety visit:  
https://hello.ekklesia360.com/blog/7-tips-to-make-your-best-church-newsletter-ever) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Did you know?” Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

(“Did you know?” is a monthly column focused on Pastor Tony sharing updates with you on changes in the life of our 
church.) 
 
In this month’s, “Did you know?” we will look at how churches structure their Session Committee’s.  
 
Did you know that our church Session reviewed and approved a new structure for our Session during the months of 
January and February?  
 
First things first, some of you are saying now what exactly is a ‘Session’? The way Presbyterian churches structure 
their church government (which is sometimes called, “polity”) is by having two different church offices that church 
members can be nominated to serve on. The first office is the Deacons. A Deacon takes a call to service and care.  
The Deacon board is committed to overseeing the spiritual care needs of the church. The second office is the Elders. 
An Elder takes a call to govern and rule the church, and the Session of Elders are committed to overseeing the 
church’s ministries and business needs.  
 
The “Session” is what we call our Elders when they gather together in a called meeting to govern the church. Our 
Session, which is normally comprised of 12 nominated church members that serve over a three-year period, meets 
each month. Each Elder has “committee responsibilities” that touch on a part of the life of the church. In the past, 
several of our Elders were working alone without a team around them and without a clear idea of what their  
committee was responsible for. In an effort to correct that practice our Session has discussed a new organizational  
structure that places our Elders with Pastors, Staff members, task teams, and depending on the committee other 
Elders. This allows our Elders to work in teams rather than alone.  
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Below is a picture of the new organizational structure for our Session committees. This was adopted in practice for the 
first time during the month of May. Our Session is in a process of bringing it fully online.  

You will notice we now have seven larger committees. Under each committee are representative areas of focus.  Those 
areas are by no means an exhaustive description of the committee’s work. Our previous Session was structured around 
11 committees with one Elder serving on each. This meant that all of our Elders worked alone, or with small volunteer 
teams around them. Some had pastoral oversite but that was limited in many cases.  
 
This new structure for our Session also emphasizes the importance of walking with our congregation in every season of 
its life; from a person’s spiritual beginnings (Community Outreach & Mission; Congregational Development: Introduc-
ing Christ Church), to their early years of childhood and youth formation, up through their adult life (Congregational 
Life). The key areas of strengths God has blessed our church with, Care Ministries and Worship Ministries also have 
their focus (Congregational Care; Worship and Music Development). All of these vital ministries are held together by 
our Support Ministries (Administration & Finance, Personnel, and Buildings & Grounds).  
 
There is no perfect way to organize a church, but our Session hopes and believes that this new approach will empower 
us to embrace a team spirit to ministry that values the voices of several people (Staff members, church volunteers,  
Pastors, and Elders).  
 
If you are interested in volunteering on one of these Session committee’s please email our church office at  
info@cpcgoodyear.org. 
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Letter from Pastor 
 

Greetings Christ Presbyterian Church,  
 
 We have some exiting news to share with you all! We have hired a new Contemporary Worship Leader, her 
name is Janet Russell. Janet and her family are relocating to the West Valley in July to join us. Her husband will be  
working on a Master’s degree in Biblical Counseling at Fuller Theological Seminary in Phoenix. Janet has led  
Contemporary Worship for more than 15 years, serving churches of all sizes. Some of those congregations were as 
large as 1,500 people. She is a pastor’s kid, and her husband has served as a youth pastor for a number of years caring 
for students and their families. Together they also served as missionaries in Tanzania, Africa leading more than 500  
students in worship. Janet’s first Sunday with us will be on July 28th. During our interim season Brittany Brownlow will 
be joining us as our Interim Contemporary Worship Leader. Brittany was able to overlap with Heidi Gray during  
Heidi’s last Sunday with us. Brittany and her husband worship at CCV.  
 
 We have also hired Nichole Soyka to be our Interim Youth Director for the Summer (July, August, and  
September), and Mitch Jackson will be leading our Middle Schoolers on Sundays. We are also creating a new part-time 
position called Director of Youth & Family Ministry. Your prayers for our Pastors and Staff are appreciated as we step 
into this new season of exciting ministry together. We continue to experience the favor and joy of the Lord as we reach 
out to our neighborhood with the love and hope of Christ.  
 
With expectation for what the Lord will do through our church family,  

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
Senior Pastor 

 

 
Assistant Pastor  
 
The Cost of Freedom 
Isaiah 61:1-4 
May 6, 2012 
 
A little more than two hundred thirty-seven years ago, on March 23, 1775, a man named Patrick Henry stood 
up in Saint John’s Church in Richmond, Virginia to address his fellow delegates to the Virginia House of  
Burgesses to speak in favor of military action against the encroaching British forces. Forty-two years later, 
Henry's biographer, William Wirt, tried to reconstruct that speech. According to Wirt, Henry ended with these 
words: 
 
"Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty 
God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me: Give me Liberty, or give me Death!" 
 
Patrick Henry didn’t lose his life in the ensuing Revolutionary War, but the price of the liberty he espoused 
was high. The war lasted eight years, costing as much as 151 million dollars (the equivalent of almost four 
billion dollars today) and as many as 50,000 American lives, not including the civilian lives, lost to disease 
and famine. 
 
The struggle for freedom continued after the American Revolution ended. Delegates from the original thirteen 
states eventually drafted a constitution, but some were concerned that it gave the federal government too 
much power. They demanded a "bill of rights" that spelled out the freedoms of individual citizens. These  
debates were conducted with a clear sense of what the new nation’s freedom cost it. Those who aren’t free, 
or who have experience a time when they weren’t free, tend to place a higher value on freedom than do those 
who have always been free. 
 
 



 

The people who first heard the words of Isaiah that we’re considering this morning had known both freedom 
and oppression. Decades had passed since they and their families were deported from their homeland and 
resettled in enclaves throughout the vast and powerful Babylonian Empire. Their prison was comfortable, and 
they had the freedom to read their scriptures and teach their history to their children, but they weren’t free to 
return to the land of their birth or to offer sacrifices in their temple. Their situation remained the same year  
after year and decade after decade until the Babylonian Empire fell to the Persians. The God anointed a  
Persian king named Cyrus to restore freedom to Israel: 
 
“
1
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good 

news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; 

2
 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 

who mourn…” (Isa. 61:1-2) 
 
These words may be familiar to you from their appearance on the lips of Jesus in the gospel of Luke. Jesus 
read this passage from the Isaiah scroll when he visited the synagogue in Nazareth as he began his earthly 
ministry. His reading of this particular passage is important, but his comment after he finished reading it is 
even more significant. Jesus rolled up the scroll, sat down and then told his listeners that the scripture had 
been fulfilled in their hearing. What did he mean? 
 
Jesus, like Isaiah, came to proclaim liberty, release, and comfort in the context of something called “the year 
of the LORD’s favor.” We would do well to understand exactly what this phrase means. Jesus reached back 
to the book of Isaiah to describe what God was about to do in and through him. Isaiah reached back even  
further into the scriptures of God’s people to declare what God was about to do for them. The year of the 
LORD’s favor refers to the Jubilee year, which is described in the book of Leviticus: 
 
8
You shall count off seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the period of seven weeks of 

years gives forty-nine years. 
9
Then you shall have the trumpet sounded loud; on the tenth day of the seventh 

month-- on the day of atonement-- you shall have the trumpet sounded throughout all your land. (Lev. 25:8-9) 
 
The year of Jubilee was supposed to be a year dedicated to the LORD. It included the practice of forgiving 
debts, freeing slaves, and restoring property to its original owners. There’s no evidence that the Jubilee year 
was actually observed prior to the time of the Babylonian Exile, but the concept resonated in the minds of the 
people. They knew what it symbolized even if they had never experienced it. They would have remembered 
that the year of Jubilee was proclaimed on the Day of Atonement, now known as Yom Kippur. They would 
have realized that they were able to extend freedom to one another only after they had taken time to seek 
and receive from God freedom from the guilt brought on by their sins as individuals and as a nation. The point 
here is that freedom was proclaimed in the context of the shedding of blood. 
 
God declared to the people in exile through Isaiah that they had atoned for their sins, that their punishment 
was coming to an end, and that freedom was right around the corner. God granted them the freedom to return 
to their land and their temple so that they could live in complete obedience to his commands. God’s decision 
to forgive his people prior to their return from exile is an act of grace. There was no way for them to offer the 
proper sacrifices in atonement for their sins while they were living in Babylon and the temple was still in ruins 
in Jerusalem. 
 
True, lasting freedom is always costly. The prophet Isaiah declared to the people of Judah that the price of 
their freedom had been paid in full. Cyrus granted them the right to return to their land, rebuild their holiest 
city, and restore their temple. When the first sacrifices were offered on the rebuilt altar it brought tears to the 
eyes of those who witnessed it. The new nation enjoyed a measure of political autonomy rather than outright 
independence, but the people had the freedom to worship and serve their God without interference from  
Persia. However, their spiritual freedom did not prevent them from falling into another more dangerous form 
of oppression. Their political freedom came and went, but over the centuries they gradually fell deeper and 
deeper into oppression to the powers of sin and death. God soon determined that the time had come for a 
new declaration of freedom, so he sent a Redeemer not only to proclaim it, but also to bring it about. 
 
Jesus began his ministry in earnest by proclaiming the good news of freedom from oppression in the  
Nazareth synagogue. Most of those who first heard him thought he had promised them political freedom. 
Some of them gradually realized that he was offering them a far more significant form of freedom. He also 
told them something they probably didn’t want to hear: that their spiritual freedom also came with a cost. The 
good news is that he was willing to pay that cost on our behalf. 



 

I’m fairly certain that Jesus quoted from Isaiah 61 as he opened the scriptures to those two bewildered  
disciples on the road to Emmaus on that first Easter evening. Jesus’ preaching was steeped in the  
prophecies of Isaiah. The disciples didn’t understand at first that Jesus’ death was the necessary cost of their 
spiritual freedom. Jesus had to redirect their thinking so that they saw the cross not as a tragedy, but as a 
triumph for God and for the whole human race: 
 
26

“Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" 
27

Then  
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the  
scriptures.” (Luke 24:26-27) 
 
Jesus died to set us free in the only way that truly matters. He came to proclaim a year of Jubilee. Jesus 
brought us the promise of freedom from death for eternity, but he also declared that this freedom is ours to 
claim for this life as well. Have you ever felt bruised and battered by life? The world can be a difficult place at 
times even for Christians. We face all kinds of trials and struggles. Life can be hard even in the church. We 
call this room where we worship a sanctuary as if to say that somehow we’re safe when we are in here, but 
that isn’t always the case. The storms of life can’t be stilled by a building; they can only be stilled by a  
Person. Satan loves to sneak in here and try to get us to tear each other apart. We focus on externals and 
lose sight of what’s really important. How we worship, what we wear, and what we do in church is  
insignificant when compared to the One whom we worship and the One in whom we put our trust. Jesus 
wants us to celebrate the freedom from eternal condemnation that is ours through faith in him. Jesus lived 
and died to set us free and we live for jim by helping to set one another free.  
 
Jesus came to proclaim and enact deliverance, healing, and redemption. He passed that ministry on to his 
followers. This proclamation reverberates with the promise of help, healing and hope to all who have ears to 
hear, wounds to bind, and hearts that are broken and in need of healing. Jesus is our Jubilee. He came to 
deliver us, heal us, and make us whole. He entrusted us with the awesome task of sharing this good news 
with the world through our words and our deeds. Are you ready to live out the freedom that is yours in 
Christ? 

 

Rev. Michael W. Shirey 
Assistant Pastor 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
“A Special Letter from the Everett’s” 
 
My Dear Christ Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
Please allow me one last time to express my sincere gratitude to each of you for affording me the amazing privilege to 
co-labor in Christ alongside each of you over the past 15 years as your Associate Pastor. It has been an absolutely 
amazing season and as the years pass by, Heather, Nathaniel, Hannah and I will continue to look back fondly on our 
time together; I pray the same will be true for you. We also wish to thank you for the tremendous outpouring of love, 
support, encouragement and prayers for each of us as we close out our ministry at the church. 
 
This past Sunday, I was presented a bold reminder by way of a big surprise from a few of my youth leaders.  In it, I real-
ized just how many children and teens I have watched grow up in the Lord – including my own two I might add who 
have never known another church family!  This led me to consider further all the baptisms, all the children, youth, and 
adult classes, all the visitations, marriages, memorial services, counseling appointments, mission trips, church special 
events, campus moves and builds, etc. In short, I know the Lord has blessed me greatly through my season at Christ 
Presbyterian Church and I will continue to thank Him for that. Granted, the past 15 years have not been perfect by any 
means when it comes to trials, tragedies and challenges, but they were years characterized by a tight-knit church family 
who persevered together through the tough times and praised God for His faithfulness in all things. More so, we have 
remained committed to the mission Christ has for us and have served him unwaveringly.   
 

 

Consequently, while the Everetts are leaving you, I find great comfort, confidence and peace in the one who will remain 
with you (and with us!) – the one who remains constant in fact: Jesus Christ. Jesus has been with us from the beginning 
and will be with us all as God’s chosen for the rest of time (and beyond!) wherever this life may take us. And so, my 
prayer for all of you is that you would continue to be sensitive to the power of the Holy Spirit as you allow Jesus to 
guide you and our beloved Christ Presbyterian congregation. As you do, please realize that, though Jesus will always 
have a mission for you, it may not look like it does today.  And that is perfectly OK as long as it is still the mission Christ 
has established for you! There will indeed be countless difficult decisions to be made in the future, but may your pas-
sion for our Lord and Savior and the deep love that you have for each other as family see you through all the tough 
stuff and continue to direct your steps as you seek to walk stride for stride with him. As our rich history as a church has 
taught us, God will continue to make a way for the faithful at CPC where there seems to be no way. More so, with him, 
the best is always yet to come! 
 
May the Lord bless you with a wonderful future. May you continue to connect with the neighborhood and invite more 
people to join you each Sunday morning and through the various “gospel bridges” this church will provide. May you 
remain committed to taking the gospel to your schools, work places, market places, social and familial gatherings and 
to the very ends of the earth. May you remain committed to Christ and to loving, serving, fellowshipping, learning and 
worshiping faithfully alongside each other.    
 
Finally, and on behalf of my entire family, may the Lord watch between you and us while we are absent from each oth-
er. And know that, until we meet again, my family and I will be a part of that great cloud of witnesses who are cheering 
for you! May all glory belong to God!   
 
May the Lord be with you all and bless all that you do in His name, 

Pastor Brett, Heather, Nathaniel and Hannah 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Music Ministry  
 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Dear Congregation,  
 
In honor of Heidi's service to CPC, I asked her to share some thoughts with you. For the past nine years she has de-
signed, nourished, guided and built the Contemporary Worship Service from a handful to a roomful. Her love of God, of 
people, of worship and this congregation has motivated her every action, and we will miss her, Michael and family 
deeply.  
 
As she graciously said at the reception last Sunday, "this is not goodbye, but Aloha, until we meet again."  
 
May God add his blessings to these words and may he lead Heidi, Michael and family on to greater ways to glorify Him.  
 
Can I hear an "Amen" to that? 
Dr. David Wilson,  Director of Music 
 
 

“A Special Letter from the Gray Family” 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful “Aloha” (not goodbye) party.  Thank you to all the wonderful people who put time 
and effort into making my (and the Everett Family’s) send off such a meaningful one.  The words that were spoken, and 
the heart-filled messages in my cards filled me to overflowing, and I will cherish your kindness forever. 
 
I want to thank publicly each member of the Praise Team.  The talent that I was able to work with every week was  
second to none!  I relied on them for much more than just playing their instrument.  They each helped me more than I 
can even describe in this short message, and the nine years I spent being part of this band will always have a very  
special place in my heart! 
 
A huge thank you to my AV team.  It was made up of one family, the Gates family, but Kevin, Jill, and Angel, I could not 
have done it without your commitment.  Thank you for faithfully serving these nine years.  I honestly do not know if 
I’ve ever heard you complain one time about working.  You show up, and you give your best and you are a huge  
blessing because of that! 
 
Thank you to my precious family.  Michael was a huge support to me and was always at the ready to help me with  
music and AV equipment, computer questions, graphic design, or schlepping chairs on and off the stage.  I love you  
Michael, thank you for always being there for me.  My three children, Harrison, Selah, and Carson also deserve my 
thanks.  My kids never complained as they sat through Praise Team practice each week, and they never asked why we 
went to two hours of Sunday School each week, and they even pitched in when they were able.  You three kids are the 
best, and God blessed me when he gave me the honor of being your mom!  I love you guys! 
 
I can’t forget to mention David Wilson!  When I grow up, I want to be like David.  God has given him a positivity that is 
unmatched by anyone else I know.  He loves so deeply and so completely, he forgives so quickly, and he spreads joy to 
everyone he comes into contact with.  I am a better person for having worked side by side with David these past few 
years.  David, I will miss you, and those that follow in my position will be blessed to get the opportunity to work with 
you! 
 
Church family, I love you, I will miss you, and you will always hold my heart.  You have been such huge supporters of 
my family and me.  You’ve loved us so well and my heart is full because you gave so much of yourselves.  Now, go and 
keep loving.  Love Pastor Tony, Jess, Cali, and Liam.  Love the next worship leader that fills my position.  They need your 
love and support.  Go, and together do good things in the name of God Almighty! 
 
All my love, Aloha, 
Heidi 



 

CONNECT  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
School ended in May, and the Summer months have begun.  Our Children’s Sunday School continues each week 
through the Summer months, but with vacation times for everyone, it is a good time for substitute teachers to call 
Brandin Francabandera and let him know you are available to help out, even for a week at a time.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is coming quickly. With the online signup, we now have 100 children signed up - - pretty 
wonderful.  At this writing, we have approximately 17 people who are volunteering, and to them, we say thank you! 
We need, however approximately 20 to 30 more for the various positions to teach, lead groups from room to room, 
help out with the games, etc. VBS is July 22nd through 26th from 9:00 am til 12:00 Noon each day.  Please note that we 
already have one bounce house and are in the process of buying a second bounce house to allow the children a chance 
to play in the gymnasium instead of being out in the sun.  We’re excited and know the children will have a wonderful 
time.  But, as I mentioned above…..Please help us! 
If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering, please contact our Children’s Education coordinator, 
Brandin Francabandera. His email is listed below.   
 
We still need helpers in the Nursery (infants to 2 yrs of age), primarily during the 2nd service.  We also need someone 
to help during 1st Service. Usually there are very few infants in 1st Service.  So if you are willing to be there until the 
service starts, provide infant care if needed, and if not, attend the first service, please let us know. If you are interested 
in helping, please contact our Nursery Coordinator, Carole Collier at 623-877-0968, or our Children’s Education  
Coordinator, Brandin Francabandera  at 480-818-7728, and email brandinf@cpcgoodyear.org.    

Raub Randels, 
Elder, Children’s Ministry 
 

 

ADULT MINISTRY  
Summer is here! Hopefully, we find ways to get out of the heat now and then.  
 
We don’t have any adult education classes scheduled for this summer, but are thinking and planning classes for the 
Fall.  If you have taught or served as a class facilitator in the past, or if you are interested in trying it in the future, 
please let me know.  Though the specific classes are not identified for the Fall, they will be determined based on their 
ability to improve our Biblical knowledge, improve our ability to apply our Christian beliefs in our daily lives, teach us 
how to reach out to others and share our faith, and become better Christians. 
 
Stay tuned! 
 

Raub Randels, Elder, Adult Education Ministries    
623-236-6445 / Email: golfinraub@cox.net 



 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
Summer is here! And, since I don’t have children in school anymore, I just found out that school starts again in early 
August.  Wow!   
 
As most parents know, Pastor Brett has been taking care of our Youth program for many years. We are actively looking 
for a Youth Ministry Coordinator. While we are looking, we are also planning activities for the summer on an interim 
basis.  Here is the summertime plan. 
 
During July, August and September, we will have a Youth Special Event every two weeks, starting on July 17th. We are 
looking at venue locations off campus, as well as activities on campus.  Our Coordinator for the summer is Nichole 
Soyka, who grew up here at Christ Presbyterian. She is a full time teacher during the school year and also provides  
assistance for our children on Sunday mornings. 
 
We will continue to use the Shutterfly application that was setup by Pastor Brett for communicating to you about the 
details of future events. 
 
Additionally, Middle School Sunday School will be taught each week by Mitch Jackson at the same location (the Youth 
Room) for the Summer. He will start teaching on July 7th, at 10:30 am. Mitch and his family are long time members here 
at Christ Presbyterian.  Last year, he was part of the Haiti Mission team. He is a hands-on guy with a strong faith. Mitch 
has also taught Men of IAM sessions for us, has been a frequent Lay Speaker, is a member of our choir, as well as  
supporting many of our church activities.  
 
If you have any questions or are interested in being an adult volunteer to assist either Nichole or Mitch, please contact 
me (Raub Randels). My cell phone is 623-236-6445. My email is: golfinraub@cox.net. If you are not on Shutterfly, 
please let me know. 
 
Have a wonderful summer. 

Raub Randels, Elder, Youth Ministries    
 
 
 
 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE  

SUNDAY Worship   Credo Arctic                     

    Total   Youth     Children                                             
June 2     204      15              36                  
June 9     234      05              23                        
June 16     214      09              27 
June 23     250      07              33                      
June 30     260      04              27 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE  

                          2019 Contribution Report 

                              YTD Actual Income   $ 331,480 
                YTD Actual Expenses    $ 448,633  

                Surplus/(Deficit)       ( $ 117,153 )  
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MOPS/MOMSnext Celebrates Fourth Year At CPC  
This upcoming August the MOPS/MOMSnext Ministry celebrates its fourth year at CPC. We all know that 
Mommies and kiddos need encouragement!   
MOPS is an international organization reaching out to Mothers of Preschoolers and in addition features 
MOMSnext which ministers to those moms with older children.  The group meets on the first and third 
Thursdays, September through May from 8:30 to 10:30 AM in the Atrium of CPC.  Our Sunday school rooms 
echo with the (mostly) happy voices of children while their moms meet together.   
 
At our MOPS meetings you will find a group of moms who have 
a desire to love their children well and have a joyous, encourag-
ing community along the way.  Meetings include  practical 
teaching through speakers, videos, and demonstrations all the 
while sharing the love of Christ to each mom that enters 
through the door.  The year is also filled with a variety of craft 
days, community service projects, food, and time to relax and 
enjoy fellowship.  We are not afraid to have honest conversa-
tions with other moms about the challenges of motherhood. It 
is a true blessing that about nine CPC women serve as Mentor 
Moms.   
 
This MOPS/MOMSnext group is in high demand and if you are interested in joining or know a young mom 
who would like to join, contact the Co-Coordinators. They can be reached at christpresmops@gmail.com  
 

Knitting Ministry 
With last week's donation of 57 baby hats to Banner Hospital newborns, our count is reaching the 1000  
donations mark in the last 4 years. Yes, your 1 hat or 100 hats have made a difference in our community. 
Thank you and keep your knitting and crochet needles working. Remember, anything you make for babies 
through adults will go to one of our local or national charities.  
 

 Does your mom (or daughter, or neighbor, or grandmother, or  
 Mahjong partner) knit or crochet? Invite them to make anything for 

us to deliver to those in need. That invitation is a great way to let 
people know about Christ Presbyterian. We are a family of servants. 

 
 Contact Jan Shaffer at summoningstone@gmail.com for information 

and pattern ideas. 
 
 
 
 

Women of the Word  
Hope that all are having a restful and fun filled summer in order to 
come back refreshed on September 14, at 10 am, in room 102 to start 
an exciting bible study on " The Fruitful Life" by Jerry Bridges. In  
preparation read the following: Galatians 5:22-26; Eph. 2:22-24 and 
The Preface. God's blessing upon ALL this summer. Look forward to 
seeing you in September  
* I have 3 study books still available  
Line Sauer- moderator 623-849-6402 / Lil Kerswill- secretary 602-999-1499    
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  COMMUNITY  
 
UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS 
 
CARING MINISTRIES: 

 

 

 

These classes will start a new semester right after Labor Day.  It will be 14 weeks long.  This is the usual 13-week 
course plus an extra class entitled “Surviving the Holidays”. 
 
We provide these care giving courses to anyone in the West Valley.  Please help us by spreading the word to your 
friends and neighbors. 
 

           For more Information, contact 
         Carol Phillips, 
          623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 
 

 

MEN OF I.A.M.: 

 
 July Bible Study – Join us on July 13th for the best $5 breakfast in town followed by our 

 Bible Study led by Pastor Mike.  The topic is “Jesus Heals” using the book Life of Christ.  
 We’ll meet at 8 AM in the Atrium. 

 
 

    Clothing with New Logo – Clothing won’t be on display during the summer, but it’s  
 always available.  Contact Scott Phillips to order yours. 

 
 

 D’backs Faith & Family Night – This year it will be on September 13th.  We have reserved 
 a block of 30 tickets and can get more.  Contact John Reichard to reserve your seats.  
 This is a fun evening – even if the D’backs lose!  Great for a family outing!  The evening 
 includes a Christian Band and fireworks. 

 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
                       Russ Schultz, President              Scott Phillips. Secretary 
                    623-882-0198            623-340-9158 

randmschultz@centurylink.net          sphillipsaz@cox.net 

 

 

mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
mailto:randmschultz@centurylink.net
mailto:sphillipsaz@cox.net


 

SERVE 
MISSION & OUTREACH 
A big THANK YOU to all who participated in the meal packing event at Feed My Starving Children Saturday, June 29th. 
We had a total of 48 volunteers, a great mixture of youth and adults. Our packing group filled 217 boxes with 46,872 
meals. That is enough to feed 128 kids for one year! We will be planning another one of these events in a few months. 

Pick Your Passion 
 

The summer heat has arrived and there is a great need for drinking water for the homeless. In July and August we will 
collect cases of water that are distributed through the Phoenix Rescue Mission. The water can be placed beside the 
bins in the hall.  
 
Knitting for the Needy 
 

We now have a separate labeled bin for Knitting for the Needy. Anyone needing patterns or help with knitting or  
crocheting projects, contact Jan Shaffer, www.asummoningstone.com or 317-506-6914. 
 
Haiti Mission Trip 
 

The Haiti Mission Team is still meeting, planning, and hoping for an opportunity to get into Haiti and to Los Aguas to 
visit all of our sponsored children before the end of summer. They are now planning to fly into the Dominican Republic 
instead of Port O Prince to avoid the political unrest in that city. Please continue your prayers for Haiti and especially 
for the village of Los Aguas and all of our sponsored children there.  
 
New Life Campus Ministry 
 

One of the Missions we support is New Life Campus Ministry at NAU in Flagstaff. This ministry is administered by Willie 
and Sarah Brumbaugh, the son and daughter-in- law of Rich and Sue Brumbaugh, active members of our church. The 
purpose of New Life Campus Ministry is to evangelize college students during a very crucial time in their lives with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and to establish these students in New Life Christian Church or in other local churches in the  
Flagstaff area as the Holy Spirit leads. They host and co-sponsor a number of different Bible Studies, fellowship  
activities and worship services at the NAU campus.  

Sydney Roosa 
Elder – Mission & Outreach 

http://www.asummoningstone.com


 

Building the Pathway for Outreach 
Our Lord is at work at Christ Presbyterian as we focus more of our service and resources for outreach and evangelism. 
‘Church Shoppers’ can now join our worship service via Facebook. This is also a benefit for those of us that are away on 
a Sunday and want to complete a sermon series. 
 

Let’s start a CPC Campus visit from the street. Our new signage posts our worship hours. Once on campus, our (very) 
new welcome center provides an early greeting and directs visitors to classrooms and worship. Plans are in  
development to establish a welcome team to meet and get acquainted with newcomers. 
 

We are creating new activities to draw interest across multiple age groups. Our successful, time-tested programs will 
include deliberate outreach elements. 

→   ‘Trunk or Treat’ will continue with the addition of evangelism teams from our own youth groups. 
→   The ‘Car Show’ will move to a Saturday in March with breakfast fare in the Atrium sponsored by the Men of IAM. 
→   The ‘Easter Egg Hunt’ will feature our own bounce house with welcoming teams from our own youth. 
→   ‘The Last Supper,’ which attracted many visitors will include outreach features. 

Ask yourself, ‘Where can I serve’? ‘Do I have a new idea for outreach’? 
 

There are many opportunities to share God’s love in our neighborhoods, at school and at work. The time has come for 
the CPC faithful to seek out ways to share our faith with others. Where can I place a CPC bulletin? Is there a CPC group 
(choir, praise team) that could minister here? As we look to carry out God’s Kingdom in our daily lives we can begin by 
remembering that the Lord loves the senior citizen taking too much time in the checkout line at Walmart. (This is a 
‘work in progress’ for me.) May God bless you and give you some ‘eureka’ and ‘Why didn’t I think of that before’  
moments in your walk of faith. 

Gary Miller 
Personnel Elder 
 
 
 

SESSION 
Highlights of the June 24th Session meeting are as follows: 
• Pastor Brett introduced the CPC graduating Confirmation Class.  The impressive group of teens are: Lindzy Bakker, 

Kaitlin Browne, Hannah Everett, Alejandra Fernandez, Emily Gillham and Ian Hawkins.  Also attending the class but 
not in attendance at the meeting was Leonardo Masini Aleman.  Elders asked several questions to the confirmands, 
which were answered very well.  Pastor Tony reversed the Q & A and offered the class to answer questions.  Their 
thought provoking questions required a deep theology knowledge requiring Pastor Tony to do most of the respond-
ing.  Of course this group of fantastic teens were received.  Session also approved the baptism of Kaitlin and Ian. 

• Because of Assistant Pastor Mike’s inflated work load from which he was originally hired for, Session approved a 
slight increase in hours per week and hourly wage. 

• Our Finance Ministry Team is well aware of our current financial situation, especially with our income being  
significantly below budget.  They are taking necessary measures in an effort to better stabilize our spending to  
correlate with our revenues.  This task is not easy as most of our expenses fall into the fixed spending category  
(as opposed to variable). 

• Nicole Soyka’s role has been expanded to include youth fellowship activities. 
• With the resignation of Heidi Gray, our Contemporary Worship leader, it was announced that Britney Brownlee will 

lead until July 21st.  We will welcome Janet Russell as our new Contemporary Worship leader beginning July 22nd. 
• There have been a few instances where the church facility was not secure during the night.  This issue possesses a 

theft issue as well as a safety concern for our staff people opening the building first thing in the morning.  To insure 
that our facility is protected and secure at night Diamond Cleaning will make a nightly visit, as needed.  We will  
continue to follow-up with the people using our facilities at night to remind them of their lock-up responsibilities. 

• We appreciate the efforts of Elder Gene Howard for his involvement in the welcome center construction.  Please 
give Gene a note of praise when you see him. 

•  Elder John Merrill and Pastor Tony continue to monitor the necessary training needs for our new staff members. 

Jim Rains,  
Clerk of Session 



 

GROW   
 
DEACON MINISTRY 
 
Barb Faler—Care Community  #9 
 
Born and raised in Michigan, I’m a retired school educator, administrator, and elementary school principle.  
Keith and I have been married for 52 years! We have three children, Edgar, William and Wayne, and two 
grandsons, one in high school.  I taught Sunday school in various churches over 20 years, mostly elementary 
school age children.  I first put my full trust in Christ as a newly-wed, when I saw how Keith’s father lived his 
Christian life. Since then,  I’ve been active in many Bible studies throughout my life.   
 
I’m currently a Stephen Minister in our church. 
 
My hobbies are performance dancing, theater, art, sewing, reading, and traveling.  I’m blessed to have come 
from a Christian family, and having married into a Christian family, as well.  Long ago, our marriage counselor 
minister, recommended that we attend a church that preaches the gospel, and forget about a specific de-
nomination.  So, Keith and I’ve taken that to heart for our entire marriage.  
 
I love that Christ Presbyterian Church is open to many ministries every day of the week.  These ministries, are 
not always founded on Christian doctrine, but are easily adapted to Christian beliefs.  The ministries are so 
varied, as we are committed to meeting people where they are and loving them for who they are with 
Christ’s love.  Hopefully, our guests eventually join God’s family, if they aren’t members already! 
 
The coffee hour schedule for July is as follows:  
 July 7th Charisma Guese  Group 4 charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 July      14th Bob Gates    Group 10 dgates316@aol.com  

 July 21st Becky Anderson  Group   6  ndrsn52@gmail.com  

 July 28th Janete Kibong-Yufenyuy Group  7  venjane@yahoo.com 

 
Did you know? 
One of the various ministries we are in charge of is Extended Communion.  This is an opportunity for us to 
serve communion to those who are unable to come to church.  Every 1st Sunday of the month, communion is 
served during worship.  After that time, the extended communion elements are blessed with a special prayer.  
Do you know of anyone who would like to be served communion in their home because they are unable to 
make it to worship?  Please contact Pastor Mike Shirey (pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org) or Bob Gates 
(dgates316@aol.com) or your deacon for more information.  
 

Charisma Luat Guese 
Moderator Board of Deacons  

 
 

 



 

 

RESOURCES 
 

Church Office - The administration office at Christ Church needs volunteers for vari-

ous tasks. If you are interested in helping for a few hours in the office, please let us know. 
 

Church Library - There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  

If you wish to read a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have 
finished reading them.  We currently do not have a way to check out books.  Please put 
the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  There are several categories of books, including 
a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There are also several jig-saw puzzles 
available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them on the “returns” 
cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com). 
 

Worship & Facebook - If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may 

experience the sermon portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You 
do not need a Facebook account to access our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and 
key in: https://www.facebook.com/CPCGoodyear/.  
 

Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  

www.cpcgoodyear.org. The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. 
You can also access the calendar on the ShelbyNext app. 

 
 

PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday Flower Donations Reminder— If you would like to order flowers for the 

sanctuary, the sign-up sheet is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday  

preceding the Sunday you want them displayed and listed in the announcements.  
Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40. Rosebuds for birth announcements are 
$15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering envelope and indicate under 
“other” or pay in the office. There are many dates available in 2019!  You can pick-up and 
take the flowers home after second service. Returning the vase to the admin office is  
appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 
 

Ink Cartridges— Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle  

program. We receive credit at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this 
program.  
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program—Did you know you can support our nonprofit 

organizations just by shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community  
Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and  
select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our church to support 
and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every time you 
shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…all participants must re-enroll each year to 
continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 



 

Celebrating our youth who were baptized and  
reaffirmed their baptismal covenant on June 30th 

 
 

Ian Hawkins 
Kaitlin Browne 
Hannah Everett 
Lindzy Bakker 
Emily Gillham 
Leonardo Aleman 
Maria Alejandra Rojas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Class of 2019 
 

  High School    College 
  Angel Gates    Brandon Dunn 
  London Simonides   Brandon Kernutt 
  Nathaniel Everett   Ivy Jones 
  Sydney Mann    Jordan Simonides 
  Zoe Brinker     Kirra Harrison 
         Weston Simonides 



 

Happy Birthday 
1 Jill Gates 
 Amber Soyka 
2 Rebecca Anderson 
3 Helen Kincheloe 
4 Jan Kordel 
 Gary Miller 
5 Cheryl Dickerson 
 N.Natalie Ghayoumi 
6 Moses Tih 
 Janice Watson 
 Janet Wielhouwer 
7 Ron Dickerson 
8 Sarah Eagan 
 Jill Glauvitz 
 Judy Sinor 
10 Lawrence Annoh-Opong 
 Nathaniel Everett 
 Bill Kimme 
11 Leeann Astemborski 
 Gloria Hauser 
 Sharon Skundrick 
13 LeeAnne Holmes 
 Zenya Markowski 
 Jane O'Hearn 
 Jill Poole 
 Sydney Roosa 
14 Jerry De Kruif 
 Andrew Poole 
 Juliene Wallace 
 

15 Shaun Dunn 
 Stan Jain 
 Linda McKinnon 
 Rudi Roldan 
16 Raoul Sada 
 Bea Sehm 
17 Bob Enoch 
 Marvin Larson 
 Remada Smith 
 Bruce Wright 
19 Rose Green 
20 Will Bennett 
21 Doris Tih 
22 Trish Kile 
 Marje Shirey 
23 Rex Lambert 
24 Gail Gregg 
 Annalisha Higgins 
25 Jennifer Cardona 
26 Bill Snook 
 Nancy Treece 
27 Tina Madrid 
 Jeff Miller 
29 Shirley Castor 
 Dwight Mims 
 Bev Wells 
30 Heidi Gray 
 Diane Lawrence 
 Bob Shelton 
31 Parnell Murphy 

Happy Anniversary 
1 Rich & Sue Brumbaugh 
3 Robert & Evelyn Mercer 
5 Joshua & Karen Hong 
 Joe & Bobbie Teague 
9 Kenneth & Janice Feather 
 Russell & Mary Schultz 
10 Jeff & Wanda Miller 
11 Ron & Cheryl Dickerson 
12 Frank & Ronda Hackett 
13 Brett & Heather Everett 

16 Don & Sharon Skundrick 
19 Mark & Cassie Bank 
 Ron & Line Sauer 
 Ken & Sharon Schmitz 
20 Steve & Leanne Hawkins 
23 Charles & Cathy Holm 
24 Kelly & Sandra Somers 
25 Tony & Tina Madrid 
29 Bob & Cathy Yordy 
30 Marty & Mary Garrison 



STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Pianist-Traditional 
vserebriakoff@gmial.com 

 

Charisma Luat Guese / Pianist-Contemporary 
charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 

Nichole Soyka / Interim Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
thatonesoyka@gmail.com 

 

Brandin Francabandera / Dir. of  Children & Family Ministry 
brandinf@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Remada Smith, Office Manager 
remada@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn, Office Assistant 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 
    
 

 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
                Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional      9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

JULY HAPPENINGS 

 

4      OFFICE CLOSED 

          - INDEPENDENCE DAY 

13           MEN OF IAM BREAKFAST 

17           YOUTH SPECIAL EVENT 

22-26     VBS 


