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In January, together we will begin a new  
message series called, “A Place For You.”  
Your past doesn't limit you, your failures 

won't exclude you, your doubts can't make 
him love you any less. Jesus has made A 

PLACE JUST FOR YOU! 
 

 
 
 
It is easy to forget these things, to believe the lie of what we  

have done with our life, and what we have been in our life, sets  
the course for our future. In Christ, God has a future for us beyond 

our imagination! Even a woman caught in adultery was shown  
that her past could not limit her because of Christ’s love for her 

(John 8:1-11).  
 

It is easy to allow our failures to lead us down the dark paths  
of self-condemnation, depression, and isolation; all the while  

forgetting that in Christ, God has forgiven us of all our sins.  
When God the Father sees us he only sees His beloved  

daughter or son. Peter, Jesus’ disciple, learned firsthand the  
truth after denying Christ three times  

(Luke 22:54-62). 
 

It is so easy to live in denial of our doubts, and having those  
doubts make us feel less a Christian, less lovable to Jesus.  
Thomas, another of Jesus’ disciples, discovered that his  

doubts could not push his Lord away from him. Jesus boldly  
challenged Thomas to place his finger in the place of his wounds 

(John 20:24-29).  
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No matter what you have done in life, no matter how bad you may think you have failed, Jesus loves 
you just as you are. He has promised to make A PLACE JUST FOR YOU (John 14:2-12).  The church is 
called to be a community where there is always an expectation that new people will come to faith for 
the first time, and a community where those who have lost their faith, can find their faith afresh in 
Christ. In this series we will explore two questions: Is there a place for me in God’s plans, in His family? 
Will God have ‘buyer’s remorse’ once He gets to know the real me? God’s love and grace are better 
than we could ever hope or expect. There is A PLACE FOR YOU! 
 
As you reflect on the theme of this new series here are a few suggested resources: 
 

The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning 

Healing Our Broken Humanity by Grace Ji-Sun Kim & Graham Hill  

A Meal With Jesus by Tim Chester  

 The Art of Neighboring by Jay Pathak & Dave Runyon  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Christ Presbyterian Church,  
  
            If your Advent season was anything like it was for our family, it felt like it came and went in a 
flash. Each Advent we have a number of volunteers step forward to help care for ministries in the 
midst of a very busy ministry calendar. I want to slow down now and thank those of you who stepped 
forward to serve. The gift of your service helped each of us remember what the Advent season is all 
about, the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. May Christ’s peace and joy fill each of you in this new year!  
 
 Last month we had a new Staff Member join us, Suzanne Petersen, as our new Publications/
Media Director. Our Personnel Committee has included a wonderful letter in The Call welcoming  
Suzanne. We are blessed to have her join our team. We also had our very own Vitaly Serebriakov join 
us in a fuller way as our Director of Music Performance. We have all been so blessed by Vitaly’s gifts in 
our first worship service and in concerts throughout the year. We are excited to see how the Lord will 
use Vitaly and Suzanne to bless our church family! 
 
 May each of you experience the fresh wind of God’s Spirit, and tenderness of His love as you 
and your family begin this new year.  
  
Sincerely, 
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR PASTOR 
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Childlike Faith 
 

2He called a child, whom he put among them, 3and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and  
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 18:2-3) 

 
Jesus told His disciples that whoever wants to enter the kingdom of God must receive it like a 

child. Note, please, that Jesus did not say we have to become children or be childish, but rather that 
we must become child-like in some way to enter the kingdom of God. We must strive to have a  
childlike faith even as we grow into mature adults. As strange as it may sound, a mature faith is a 
childlike faith, but what does it mean to have a childlike faith? 
 

The answer to this question is not universally agreed upon, nor is it obvious from the text. And 
yet if we want to enter the kingdom of God – to achieve the mature level of faith God wants us to 
have - then the answer is vitally important. It’s not merely a matter of curiosity or intellectual pursuit. 
We need to learn the childlike characteristics our faith must have for it to be healthy, vital, and strong. 
Jesus would not have put such an emphasis on it if it wasn’t important. 
 

What can children teach us about the nature of our faith? Children don’t have any preconcep-
tions, presuppositions, or prejudices about life and how to interact with others. This is at least part of 
what Jesus means when he tells us we need to be like children in our faith. At the same time, Jesus 
doesn’t want us to pretend to know less than we really know. We’re to be innocent, but not naive. 
Jesus said, “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16, NIV). The innocence Jesus wants us to have is the simple, unques-
tioning acceptance children bring to their relationship with their parents and others in authority over 
them. 
 

A childlike faith doesn’t question why God loves me. A childlike faith simply accepts that He 
does – for no other reason than that I am His beloved child. This is the mark of a mature faith. It is  
only through the lifelong process of learning more about God that we can simply accept Him for who 
He is and what He means to us. 
 
Pastor Mike 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ASSISTANT PASTOR 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

NOTES FROM THE TRADITIONAL WORSHIP DIRECTOR  
 

I am overjoyed to tell you Vitaly’s Carnegie Hall Recital in New York City was a great success. On  
Saturday, December 14th he played to a sold out house and all reports indicate his playing was brilliant 
and enthusiastically received. Likewise, Vitaly and Svetlana’s dual-piano recital on December 7th in Los 
Angeles was also a great success. How blessed we are to have this remarkable couple as members of 
our congregation. In the spring they will play a joint recital in celebration of their new status as  
permanent residents of our great country, and you can be proud of that fact that you played a major 
part in making this happen. Special thanks to Charisma for playing so beautifully while Vitaly was gone, 
as well as to the Chancel Choir, Libbie Randels and the Praise Ringers, and soloists Anne Hawks, Sydney 
Roosa and Katerina Honsberger for making the Advent music so joyous and inspiring. We are indeed 
blessed to have so much talent at CPC. And we can’t forget the great gift that Paul Tipei and his trio 
gave to us with the “Christmas and All That Jazz” Concert. What a joy that he was able to return to  
CPC and share his remarkable talent with us.  
 

Can I have an “Amen” to that?  
 

David Wilson, Director of Music 
 

 
 

SESSION 
 

Highlights of the November Session Meeting 
 

• ECO informed Christ Church in September that it would no longer provide healthcare coverage for  
all of its churches.  Given this late notice to all ECO churches there has been an immediate effort to  
secure healthcare for our full time employees (Pastor Tony).  Fortunately our connections with the 
Hope Presbytery and its efforts, similar coverage plans are now being offered.  Many thanks to the 
people that were able to secure healthcare coverage on such short notice.   
 

• Session approved to appropriate money from the Chris Harri Fund to buy signage for the front of 
our church.  The new signage will inform people driving by what time our worship services are.  
Monies from the Chris Harri Fund come to CPC a few times each year in varying amounts.  The  
money must be spent on non-recurring building related projects.  This is the same fund that paid  
for the Welcome Center. 
 

• The next ECO National Gathering will be held in Dallas Texas in February, 2020.  Ruling Elder, Sydney 
Roosa and Teaching Elder, Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff will represent our church. 
 

• Our Personnel Committee continues to evaluate our office administration and treasurer needs,  
keeping very mindful that it is necessary to keep expenses at a minimum but not sacrifice necessary 
service to our congregation. 
 

• Session will have a special meeting in early January to prepare the final 2020 budget. 
 

Jim Raines, Clerk of Session 
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NEWS UPDATE 
 

WHAT’S UP WITH PERSONNEL? 
 

As was mentioned in last month’s article, the front office of the church is taking on a new look with two 
lovely, bright young women filling the key roles in our Support Staff. We announced our own Jenna 
Dunn moving into the new role of Church Administrator handling the day-to-day administrative business 
of the church.  

 

We are happy to introduce Suzanne Petersen working Wednesday 
through Friday, as our Publications and Media Director. Suzanne grew 
up in Amman, Jordan and moved with her family to New Jersey just 
before entering high school. Upon graduation she enlisted in the Air 
Force as a Tactical Aircraft Mechanic and was stationed at Luke AFB. 
She met her husband, Tim, after he completed his enlistment as Army 
Airborne. They have been married 12 years and have two children, Lilly 
is 9 and Lucas is 6. It was MOPS that brought her to the CPC Campus in 
2015. She has been part of the MOPS steering team as Fundraising  
Coordinator for the last two years. The Petersen family joined the CPC 
Family almost a year ago.  

 

Suzanne will be busy designing and developing our print media, bulletins, flyers, brochures, marketing 
pieces as well as lending her creativity to our social media, and various special events. 
 

Stop by the office any day between 9:00-3:00 to get acquainted with Jenna and Suzanne. But be  
careful, their enthusiasm for everything going on at CPC is contagious. Wish them well in their ministry 
and you will leave the office smiling. 
 

Carolyn Weese and Pam Bakker, Co-Chairs of Personnel 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP TEAM  
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are allocated: 
 
Year to date expenses as of December 30, 2019 are $753,702. 
Year to date income as of December 30, 2019 are $720,039 
This gives us a deficit of $127067 
CPC’s cash reserve as of December 30, 2019 is $208,368. 
Mortgage debt is $1,836,919. 
$30K Matching Gift:  $52,000 matched 
 

Questions or comments to finance@cpcgoodyear.org 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Children’s Ministries – End of 2019 
 

At the issuance of this month’s Call, I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas, that did what it is supposed to 
do for each of us . . fill us with hope, with the confidence that through our Lord, all things are possible, and that 
we are never forgotten by our Creator and His Gift to us, Jesus Christ.  We had a great year in 2019 with many 
successful events and growth in our Children and Youth groups.  The gift that has been given to all of our  
congregation is the gift of our volunteers in teaching, caring, and loving our children.  A quick summary of 
events in 2019: Easter Egg Hunt, Vacation Bible School, Trunk or Treat, special summer time events for our 
teens, and Advent Crafts with help from MOPS and Mr. and Mrs. Claus.  Thanks also to the Men of IAM for 
their wonderful help in providing food for Trunk or Treat, and treating our Youth Group to Dinner one Sunday 
per month.  Truly wonderful!   
 

Thanks to Brandon Francabandera and his successor, David Russell, and our Special Needs assistant, Nichole 
Soyka. Also, many thanks to Mitch Jackson for teaching our Middle Schoolers each Sunday morning, and for his 
helpers, Randy Morrow and Rex Lambert.  The class is continuing to grow as they learn more about our God. 
I pray for continued success and the growth in faith that it provides for our children. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 

Raubin Randels 
Elder of Children’s Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 -  CONNECT -  
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CARE MINISTRIES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare will meet on Tuesdays this Spring, starting on January 14th.  Sharon Offerdahl will be the Facilitator.  
The class meets from 10:00 AM to noon in room 204B and runs for 13 weeks. 
 

DivorceCare and DC4K also starts on Tuesday, January 14th.  DivorceCare meets in room 204B.  DC4K meets in 
Room 209.  Both run from 6:30 to 8:30 PM for 13 weeks.  Nicole Munson and Susan Sweeden  
are the Facilitators for DivorceCare.  Joy Cook and Bonnie Miller Facilitate DC4K with several  
others assisting. 
 
 

          

 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
  

The driving force of Stephen Ministry is people who are trained to come alongside people and help them 
walk steadily through the storms of life. Our mission is to be “Christ caring for people through people.” Stephen 
Ministers are trained to listen intentionally and without judgment, keeping all that they hear in the strictest  
confidence. 

 

 Our current class of Stephen Ministers will be completing their lengthy course of training soon. We hope 
to put them to work right away, not because we believe there are people in our church who need a Stephen  
Minister, but because we believe there are people who could benefit from working with one. Stephen Ministry is 
one part of the CPC pastoral care ministry, one that includes the Pastors, the Deacons, and the Prayer Team. We 
work together to ensure that people receive appropriate care within a spiritual context. 
 

 These ministries help CPC stay spiritually strong. As such, they need to be bathed in prayer, which is 
where you come in. Please make our Stephen Ministry part of your regular prayer list, if you haven’t done so  
already. Pray that our new class of Stephen Ministers will stay strong through the rest of their training. Pray for 
our Stephen Leaders as they work to complete the training and seek out people who could benefit from this  
ministry. Above all, pray that God will be glorified in all that we seek to do for others through Him. 
 

CPC Stephen Leader Team 

 

-  GROW -  

Loss of a Spouse 
 

Church Initiative has developed a two-hour Seminar called “Loss of a Spouse”.  As the title implies, 
this is intended for those who are grieving the recent loss of a spouse. 

We will offer this on Saturday, January 11th, from 10 AM to Noon in Room 204B. 
 

We understand this is not a path you have chosen but must travel.  This seminar will bring you some 
tips and information that will assist you as you travel this path.  We want to walk beside you and 

bring comfort and focus through some of the topics presented. 
 

Please invite anyone you know who would benefit from this Caring Ministry and let  
Carol Phillips know so that we will know how many to expect. 

For more Information, contact 
Carol Phillips    

623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
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MEN OF IAM 
 

Mark your calendars for the annual Car Show on  
Saturday, March 14th.  

 
This year we’re planning on a “really big show” (as Ed Sulli-
van used to say).  Lots of cars, refreshments, and great 
weather! 
 

For further info, contact  
Mitch Jackson President 
Bob Gates, VP 
Scott Phillips, Secretary 

 
 

CPC TREKKERS 
On December 7th CPC Trekkers was launched! Ten intrepid hikers met at nearby Skyline Park to test our fitness 
on the popular Turnbuckle Trail, 3+ miles with 600+ ft. elevation! Elder Gary Miller, AZ native and ‘Desert Rat,’ 
provided info about the native trees and cacti, while Dr. Douglas Kirkpatrick chimed in with the Latin names.   
We even coaxed a cholla (jumping cactus) to jump! 
 

Our next outing is scheduled for SATURDAY, JANUARY 25th at 9:00 AM when we will take on the rigors of the  
Summit Trail (4 miles-600 ft+ elevation)!  
 

Let us celebrate together the beauty of our Sonora Desert and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian family as we 
stretch and challenge ourselves to ‘stay fit.’ 
 

Gary Miller, Elder of Adult Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-  COMMUNITY -  
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MISSION & OUTREACH 
DAYS FOR GIRLS 
 

Help wanted so girls can get an education. 
 

A variety of tasks.  Being able to sew is a plus or we can teach you. 
 

Donations Needed: 
100% Cotton or Cotton Blend Remnants  
100% Cotton Flannel (dark colors and bright colors are best) 
Thread - For regular sewing machines or sergers 
Cotton Panties - Girls sizes 10, 12, or 14; Women’s sizes 5 or 6 
Terry Cloth Washcloths 
Travel size soap 
 

Donations are tax deductible and we can provide a receipt. 
 

If you have questions, contact:  Carolyn Hauber carolynhauber@gmail.com 
 
 

DEACON MINISTRY 
 

The coffee hour schedule for January is as follows:  

 Jan 5th  Soonja Robinson Group  8 soonjarobinson@cox.net 

 Jan 12th Barb Faler  Group  9 faler@cox.net 

 Jan 19th  Bob Gates  Group  10 dgates316@aol.com 

Jan 26th John Brinker   Group  11         jebrinker@yahoo.com 
 

Charisma Luat Guese, Moderator Board of Deacons  
 
 

PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday Flower Donations Reminder - If you would like to order flowers for the sanctuary, the sign-up sheet is in 
the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday preceding the Sunday you want them displayed and listed in 
the announcements. Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40. Rosebuds for birth announcements are 
$15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering envelope and indicate under “other” or pay in the 
office. There are many dates available in 2020!  You can pick-up and take the flowers home after second service. 
Returning the vase to the admin office is appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 
 

Ink Cartridges - Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle program. We receive credit at two 
local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this program! 
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by shopping 
at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Fry’s V.I.P Card 
online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our church to support 
and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every time you shop and use your V.I.P 
Card. Remember…  all participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen  
organization. 

 -  SERVE -  
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Tour of Presbyterian Scotland 
 

For Christ Church Members and Friends 
 
 Details are now being negotiated for a Tour of Scotland for CPC members and friends. The tour 
would take place August 7-17 in 2020 and include about 20-24 people (both couples and singles invited.) 
  
 The tour would last eleven days and include all hotels, a private tour-coach for all transportation, 
entry fees to special sites and events and some meals. The land itinerary would include travel from Glasgow 
to Loch Lomond, Oban, the Isle of Iona (where Christianity first came to Scotland), the Glen Coe, Loch Ness, 
three different castles, Inverness, Sterling, Edinburgh and—best of all—services at two Church of Scotland 
(Presbyterian) churches, including St. Giles, the home church of Presbyterianism since 1560 (when John 
Knox brought the good news of the Reformation home from Geneva, Switzerland.) The tour will also  
include boat trips on Loch Lomond and Loch Ness and attendance at the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. 
Avid golfers will be able to play a round at St Andrews if they wish. A special group travel rate with an  
airline will be available although participants may also utilize their own frequent flyer discounts or airlines.  
 
 Negotiations are still ongoing with airlines and tour agencies about the prices. Based upon prior  
similar tours the estimated prices would be about $3000 per person for the land portion and $1700 per 
person for the airfare. This will undoubtedly change as negotiations finalize.  If you are interested and 
would like to know more, please contact Douglas Kirkpatrick at (541) 261-6215 or 737dbk@gmail.com. You 
can also contact one of the CPC couples who have previously taken a similar church tour (Gary and Bonnie 
Miller, Bill and Anita Snook and/or Doug and Terrie Kirkpatrick.) This tour is being privately coordinated and 
is not an official CPC function. However, you may wish to discuss Scotland’s attractions with Pastor Tony 
Stiff (who lived and served in Scotland for a year.) 
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2 Kevin & Jill Gates 

  Neil Guese & Charisma Luat Guese 

3 John & Mindy Brinker 

6 Brandin & Laura Francabandera 

11 Sona & Marie Bokossah 

14 John & Carole Collier 

17 Eric & Shannon Post 

18 Richard & Jerri Orson 

19 Kelvin Neo & Delphine Hong 

22 Rev. Tony & Jessica Stiff 

27 Jeff & Marie White 

28 Tom & Bridgette Gill 

30 Paul Nsengiyumva & Kabura Nahimana 

1 Eli  Feller 
  Paul Nsengiyumva 
  Jim Staude 
  Richard Tanlaka 
2 Jason Khoo 
3 Jo Ann Shepherd 
4 Dominque Taylor 
  Tanya Wright 
5 Ed  Peck 
  Carol Phillips 
  Abigail Post 
6 Matthew Smith 
8 Christina Wiesinger 
9 Mindy Brinker 
  Rigo Espinoza 
  Keane Sandeen 
  Maria Santel 
  Greg Soyka 
  Jodi Wender 
10 Samuel Enoh 
  Anna Haycock 
12 John Frauendiener 
13 January Espinoza 
  Janice Larson 

14 Suzy Van Sant 
16 Carole Babbitt 
  Sharon Offerdahl 
17 Tony Astemborski 
  Celeste Jain 
19 Dava Hendrickson 
20 Tira Winslow 
21 Aurora McBride 
  Susan Outram 
  Ginny Sutherland 
  Michael Wright 
22 Atanga Akah 
  Liam Stiff 
23 Ryan Annoh-Opong 
  Vickie Chambers 
  Douglas Kirkpatrick 
25 Matthew Eastman 
  Mary Ann Wood 
27 Beau Hackett 
  Skip Kalback 
28 Elijah Francabandera 
29 Angel Gates 
31 Matthew Cardona 
  Tom Sweat 



 
    
 

 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
                Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional      9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

 
STAFF 

 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Janet Russell / Director of Music - Contemporary Serv. 
janet@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmial.com 

 

David Russell / Director of Youth Ministry 
davidr@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Suzanne Petersen / Media & Production Director 
suzanne@cpcgoodyear.org 

CPC HAPPENINGS 

 

JANUARY 

 11 LOSS OF A SPOUSE  

          SEMINAR 

 25 CPC TREKKERS HIKE 

 


