
CPC Happenings & Highlights ~ February 2022 

February 2022 



 

 
 
We will meet on Saturday, February 12th, at 8 
AM in the Auditorium.  Ron Cole will be our 
Chef for a memorable breakfast.  The best $5 
breakfast in town!  Bob Nobis will then lead us 
in a Bible Study.  The lesson will be Session 7, 
“The Spirit of Truth,” from the book God & 
the Journey to Truth.  The lesson is based on 
John 14:15-27.  There will be a short business 
meeting to discuss our plans for 2022.  
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Certainty in Uncertain Times 
 

33“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble.  
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33 NIV) 

 
No one knows what the future holds. Carefully made plans come to nothing in the blink of an eye. Many people   
experienced the truth of this when the Covid 19 pandemic burst out with frightening speed all around the world.  
Ordinary routines and expectations suddenly changed and some of them will likely never resume. These are        
sobering thoughts. Yet, there is always hope so long as we turn to Jesus, resting in the assurance that we need him 
every hour and that he will never abandon us. 
 
People have always been concerned about the future. This was as true in Jesus’ time as it is in our own. Jesus’       
followers frequently questioned him about the future. Their main concern was the future of Israel, God’s covenant 
people living under Roman rule. Many hoped that Jesus was the promised Messiah of the Jewish people, sent by 
God to fix their problems and restore the kingdom of Israel. Like many of us, they sought a detailed timeline of 
events. We can imagine their frustration when Jesus repeatedly told them that no one knew the exact timing of    
future events except God. He warned them that their focus should be on preparing for the arrival of that day, not on 
calculating exactly when it would happen. 
 
Uncertainty often produces anxiety. Anxious people act rashly, usually without stopping to consider the              
consequences. I have done this many times. I have also witnessed it among the people in the churches where God 
has called me to serve. Anxiety leads to sin when we allow it to speak and act in fear instead of hope. Our best, 
most faithful, course of action is to leave the future in God’s hands and focus on living in the present. The world is a 
troubled place, but this should not be news to you. Jesus told us this would be true. He also assures us that there is 
no need to fear because he has already overcome the world. The world may sometimes seem like a dark place, but 
the darkness of the world can never overcome the light of Christ! 
 
The best way to combat the uncertainty of the world is by leaning into the certainty that our faith provides us.  Jesus 
promised us that he would always be with us (Matthew 28:20) and that we are to live in obedience to him. The    
certainty of our future in eternity overcomes every uncertainty about the present. The peace of Christ is yours as 
you trust him with your present and your future. The victory has already been won. This gives us certainty in       
uncertain times and helps us live in peace with God and one another. 

 
Peace, 
Pastor Mike and Marje Shirey 

GRIEFSHARE:  Two new GriefShare classes have started.  
Contact Carol Phillips, 623-340-9205 (call or text),  
cphillips02@cox.net for more info or to sign up. 
 
DIVORCECARE:  We have delayed the start of Divorce-Care 
to see if enough students sign up.  We will either start later than 
usual or cancel this class and offer it again in September. 
 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY:   
We will meet on Saturday,  February 12th, at Noon. We’ll 
watch a Chonda Pierce video, have a devotional, and have time 
to visit with each other. Because of the resurgence of COVID, 
we’re going to meet on Zoom.  If you haven’t tried Zoom, now’s 
your chance.  It’s VERY easy. Contact Carol Phillips for more 
info or a Zoom invite. We plan to meet in person in March. 
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CPC Prayer Ministry News 
 

After Worship Prayer – Thank you to those who have recently joined the After Worship Prayer Team – Marje 
Shirey at 9:00 and Cristine Nannery & Dave Metger at 10:30. Please feel free to share with any of the Team 
Members a prayer need for you or your family, a neighbor, a co-worker, or whomever, or whatever.  Undergird-
ing such needs often draws God nearer to that situation.  Team members provide you with a confidential ear, and 
someone who will be praying frequently for that need, throughout the week. 
 
Others are welcome to join this group; if you are interested, please contact Bob Shelton.  Two or three team 
members are at the front of the Sanctuary and the Auditorium, following Worship.  If you have any need or 
praise, please feel free to join them in Prayer.  They will pray with you on the spot, or, if you desire, they will 
take you to the Prayer Room. 
 
Prayer Room – If you haven’t visited it yet, please do.  There are lots of Prayer Resources available; feel free to 
borrow any to enhance your personal prayer life.  Leave a note when you borrow something, so we know where 
the resource is.  It is our prayer that many will find the Prayer Room, itself, as a resource for them, personally.  
Begin a habit of stopping in the Prayer Room when you are at the church, and taking time to be in the Presence 
of the Lord.  Or popping in after Worship.  A House of Prayer is a House of Power! 
 
Prayer Chain – There are so many ways to send prayers to the Prayer Chain – directly to the Prayer Chain via 
email to prayers@cpcgoodyear.org . Write out a Prayer Request on the Welcome Card in the Worship Centers 
& drop it in the Offertory box, or ask a member of the After Worship Prayer Team to put your Prayer Request on 
the Prayer Chain.  Remember to send Updates to follow up your Request, and remember that “no change” is an 
Update.  If you are not a member of the Prayer Chain and would like to be a part of it, please inform Pastor Mike 
or Jenna. 
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CPC Transition News & Updates 
 
I hope that by now you have heard the news that we have       
secured  the  services  of  Rev. Dr. Ron  Hawkins as our  Transi-
tional Pastor. He will begin his work among us in mid to late 
March. Here is a timeline of the events leading up to this        
moment: 

 

• November 4, 2021: The Session voted to form a committee of three elders to conduct a search for a 
Transitional Pastor. The committee members are Bill Armstrong (Chair), Claudia Honsberger, and 
Kyler Kenney. 

 

• November 4, 2021: The Session, with the concurrence of Hope Presbytery, appointed Rev. Mike 
Shirey Acting Head of Staff until a Transitional Pastor is hired. 

 

• November 5, 2021: The search committee assembled the necessary documents and secured a list of   
forty-one potential Transitional Pastors. 

 

• November 6, 2021 – January 15, 2022: The search committee worked diligently to pare the list down 
to candidates with experience as Transitional Pastors and an interest in coming to the West Valley. This 
was accomplished through emails and phone calls to perspective candidates. 

 

• January 16-17, 2022: The search committee conducted extensive interviews with two perspective    
candidates over Zoom. 

 

• January 18, 2022: The search committee met and unanimously voted to extend an offer to Rev. Dr. 
Ron Hawkins after securing the approval of the session, which was granted. 

 

• January 24, 2022: The session received word that Rev. Dr. Hawkins had accepted the offer. The 
search committee was empowered to negotiate a contract. Rev. Dr. Hawkins indicated that he would 
begin his service at CPC in mid to late March. 

 

• January 25, 2022: The church was notified by email regarding the successful completion of the search 
and the impending arrival of Rev. Dr. Hawkins. This information will be shared with the congregation 
during Sunday worship. 

 
Thank you for your prayers and support during this time. Please continue to pray as we wait and prepare for 
Rev. Dr. Hawkins’ arrival. God is good! 



1 Megan McBride 

 Kabura Nahimana 

 Serena Kongnyuy 

 Seona Kongnyuy 

3 Bonnie Bruce 

 Maxine Chambers 

4 David Eckert 

 Leanne Hawkins 

 Sydney Gray 

6 Kevin Gates 

 Judy Romano 

7 Leda Gillham 

8 Mark Bank 

 Paisley Prigge 

9 Vera Ngum Akah 

 Alvin-Anthony Kongnyuy 

11 Lourdes Luat 

 Chris Rogerson 

12 Brigitte Gill 

 Autumn Hoppe 

 Charles Denny 

13 Terrie Sievewright 

 Judah Francabandera 

 Jerry Treece 

16 Ian Hawkins 

17 Bonita Popejoy 

18 Donna Peck 

 John Nannery 

 Ron Cole 

19 Marian Pritchard 

21 Richard Orson 

22 Austyn Damon 

 Betty Hoge 

 Ryan Gillham 

23 Elsa Tchakoute 

25 Malachi Delgado 

26 Billie Sifford 

 David Wender 

27 Rachel Hartwig 

 Sandy Larson 

 Anita Snook 

2 Bill & Soonja Robinson 

7 Jay & Linda Adkins 

14 Gary & Judy Davis 

15 Ralph & Helen Harper 


