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“INSTAMACY: All By My Selfie”: A New Message Series  
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 
 

As we begin a new message series on relationships called, 
“INSTAMACY: All By My Selfie,” I want each of you to know 

something. You were made to have loving, meaningful  
relationships with God and other people. It is perfectly  

normal to feel like something is missing from your life when 
you are struggling in your relationships, because you were 

made in the image of a God who is deeply relational. 
 
 

Unfortunately, you also live in the Age of the Selfie. Today a growing 
portion of your life is spent online browsing newsfeeds, apps, and 
websites – often alone. If you are honest with yourself, you might say 
that your time online doesn’t leave you with a sense of wholeness. 
Having access to a screen, and the online world behind it, is a respon-
sibility that causes many of us to struggle to find positive situations.  
 
Did you know that several companies have created tracking apps to 
help people break their ‘screen addictions’? Did you know studies 
have been completed which found links between the use of social 
media and the growth of depression? Voyeurism doesn’t foster  
within us a healthier self-image. Everywhere today people are glued 
to their smart phones, tablets, or other screens. Our life in the 21st 
century is life lived, “Alone Together.” According to Sherry Turkle, 
“We expect more from our technology and less from each other,” 
which is a sobering revelation. So ubiquitous is the presence of 
screens, that the next generation has actually been called by  
sociologists, “Screen-Agers.” 
 
My friends, I want you to know that your Creator has not forgotten 
you, He has not abandoned you to your own devices, and He will  
never leave you “all by your selfie.” God has made you to experience  
loving, meaningful relationships with others, and He won’t stop  
pursuing you until this is a reality in your life! 
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As you reflect on the theme of this new message series here are a few suggested resources: 
 

~ From Brokenness to Community by Jean Vanier 
 
~ Befriend: Create belonging in an age of judgment, isolation, and fear by Scott Sauls 
 
~ Friending: Real relationships in a virtual world by Lynne M. Baab  
 
~ Alone Together: Why we expect more from technology and less from each other  
   by Sherry Turkle 

 

 

 

SENIOR PASTOR 
 
Dear Christ Presbyterian Church,  
 
             Our church leadership is so very excited to be with you at our Annual Congregational 
Meeting in February.  We have much to celebrate from our last year of ministry together at Christ 
Presbyterian Church, and some exciting growth – particularly in our worship ministry and children & 
youth ministry – coming up this year. (As you read through this Call newsletter please pay attention 
to updates from our Personnel Committee regarding children & youth ministry).  

 
I want to take the time this month to thank each of you who have participated in our end of 

year Matching Gift Campaign. We were trying to raise $30K in the match and blessed we reached 
$53K+ which was incredible! Your gifts ensure that we have the necessary savings in place to care 
for larger unforeseen needs that our church may face in its future. Those gifts also allow us to have 
the necessary savings in place to support new and exciting works that God may lead us toward in 
the near future for the growth of our church. Thank you! Thank you for your generosity, for cheerful  
giving, and for your deep commitment to seeing God continue to use Christ Presbyterian Church 
mightily in the West Valley for His glory! 
 
May each of you experience the Joy of our Lord in this new season of ministry!  
  
Sincerely, 
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
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ASSISTANT PASTOR 
 
 

8Because it is by grace that you have been saved, 
through faith; not by anything of your own, but 

by a gift from God 9not by anything you have 
done, so that nobody can claim credit.      
Ephesians 2:8-9 (New Jerusalem Bible) 

 
 
 

Our results-driven culture can make it difficult to understand salvation by grace through 
faith. Yet, it is a core doctrine of Christianity. It is a promise of assurance unparalleled in any other 
religious expression. We receive the gift of salvation, full and free, from God’s gracious and loving 
hands. While we cannot do anything to earn it, there is much we can do to express our gratitude 
for it. This is important: the early church, following Jesus’ example, proclaimed the gospel with 
their word and by their actions. Peter, James, John, and the others believed Jesus had saved them 
by grace through faith, not because of anything they had done. This meant that they were  
obligated to live that grace out in the world. Those who listened to the first generation of Jesus-
followers were impressed most by how much they loved on another and how they showed it. They 
spoke the language of love with their lips and their lives. This made more of an impression on  
unbelievers than anything they said. 

 
Experience is more important than knowledge today. Most people do not want proof of the 

existence of God, mostly because they have already made up their minds about it. The best way to 
lead people to Jesus is by helping them experience His presence in their lives. We do this best 
when do it through compassionate outreach to the lost and hurting of the world. This is the  
language of love. It has been said that people do not care how much you know until they know 
how much you care. This is what it means to share the gift of God’s grace with a hurting, lonely, 
confused world. 

 
Jesus calls believers to a different way of life, one that demands setting aside old ways and 

old habits. We must be a faithful community that proclaims the truth by living it. Few will come to 
know Jesus apart from the living witness of the faith community. Unbelievers will find our words 
irrelevant if those words do not have an impact on our own lives. If the gospel is to have a positive 
impact on the world it must first transform the lives of its followers. If those who tell the story are 
unwilling or unable to live that story, why should anyone else take it seriously? God calls the 
church to live out the truth we proclaim. By living the truth, we declare it to be true in everything 
we do as well as everything we say. 

 
God’s gift of grace is a call to action – one to which we must all respond. Are you ready to 

answer that call? Let us all work to glorify God in all we say and do. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Mike 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

NOTES FROM THE TRADITIONAL WORSHIP DIRECTOR  
 

Bless the Lord for the month of January which gives musicians some breathing space between the 
season of Advent and the equally busy season of Lent. Special thanks to the Chancel Choir, Praise 
Team, Praise Ringers and soloists for the inspiring music which made Advent and Christmas so  
glorious. We did indeed as the Psalmist admonishes “praise the Lord with timbrel and harp.”  
 
Now just wait until we reveal what special music is planned for Holy Week and Easter! 
 
Can I have an “Amen” to that?  
 

David Wilson  
Director of Music 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DEACON MINISTRY 
 

We are excited to begin a new program this year.  On Sunday, Feb 2nd we will be sponsoring a FOOD 
DRIVE and are asking for your help!  If you’d like to donate, please bring your non-perishable food 
items and drop them off at the Welcome Center.  We will use these items to prepare food boxes for 
those in our church and community who are in need of food.  If you have any questions please  
contact Stacy Spetter (stacy.spetter@gmail.com) for more information.    
 
It’s hard to believe that Spring is just around the corner!  The Deacons are planning to host a  
“Spring Cleaning Day” on Saturday, March 21st.  More details to follow, but we’d love for everyone 
to come out and help tidy up the campus for the Lenten Season.  Please contact Charisma Guese 
(charisma.luat@gmail.com) if you are able to help or for more information.   
 
The coffee hour schedule for January is as follows:  

 Feb 2nd Keith Faler  Group 1 faler@cox.net 
 Feb 9th Stacy Spetter  Group 2 stacy.spetter@gmail.com 
 Feb 16th  Ronda Hackett  Group 3 soonergrlnaz@gmail.com 
 Feb 23rd  Charisma Guese Group 4 charisma.luat@gmail.com 
 
Charisma Luat Guese, Moderator Board of Deacons  
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NEWS UPDATE 
 

SAY ‘HELLO’ AND ‘WELCOME’ 
 

We are happy to report that Nichole Soyka has stepped into the part time  
role of Coordinator of Children’s/Family Ministries. Joining Nichole in  
ministry to children with special needs is Ariana Flatt. 
 

Along with her family, Nichole came to our church during the Lodge Hall  
experience. She was in 7th grade at the time. She and her sister were the  
only middle school students in the church. By 2010, and we were settled  
into our present location, she completed Confirmation and joined our church. 
She completed high school and went on to Estrella Mountain Community College, and ASU where she  
graduated with an Elementary Education/Special Education degree. She is teaching full-time in the  
Pendergast School District at Sunset Ridge Elementary in Glendale. Nichole became our Special Needs 
Teacher on Sunday mornings about 18 months ago. In her new role, she is eager to build a program 
that will integrate music, crafts, games, and lessons around a central Biblical theme that will not just 
attract children through 5th grade but attract their parents as well. Among many hobbies, she enjoys 
video games, making videos and costume design. On any given Sunday you may see her wearing one of 
her creations.  
 

Ariana, or Ari, was raised in a Christian environment at Horizons Community Church and Christian 
Schools. She was definitely a church kid who was involved in everything. By 6th grade she was helping  
in VBS, AWANA and sang with the kids worship team. She graduated from Grand Canyon University in 
2017 with a degree in Early Childhood Education. She works at Sunset Ridge Elementary with Nichole 
and teaches 2nd grade. For hobbies, she enjoys video games, making videos, plays the trumpet, swing 
dances, is a circus performer, and does mermaiding for parties. 
 

Take a short walk down the hall of the education building and meet our newest staff members. Look at 
what they are doing. Give them a word of encouragement. You will be captured by their infectious 
smiles and warm hearts. Perhaps you would like to lend a hand in this exciting ministry to our young 
children. 
 

Carolyn Weese and Pam Bakker, Co-Chairs of Personnel 
 
 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP TEAM  
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are allocated: 
 

2019 Year End Expenses $755,793 
2019 Year End Income $720,297 
2019 Year End Deficit $35,496 
2019 Year End Cash Reserve $218,756 
Mortgage debt is $1,836,920 
$30,000 Matching Gift, $53,300 Matched 
 

Questions or comments to finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

 

 

Nichole & Ariana 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
  
We look forward to another great year in 2020.  Though David Russell was not able to continue as our Children 
and Youth Director, we have a new, yet familiar person, Nichole Soyka, serving as our Children’s Education  
Coordinator.  Nichole grew up in CPC, is a full-time teacher in the Prendergast school district, and has been 
working for almost 2 years as our Special Needs person. Consequently she is very familiar with our Children’s 
Program.  We also have been blessed with Nichole’s friend and fellow full-time teacher, Ariana Flatt, filling the 
role as our Special Needs person, and assisting with the combined needs for teaching our children. Ariana  
graduated from Grand Canyon University with a degree in Christian Education.  
 
Our Children’s Sunday School program is growing, with approximately 30 to 40 children attending in Toddlers 
through 5th Grade.  We have great teachers, but need more help.  Specifically: 
 

• More teachers for our Toddlers (3 to 4 years old) and primarily during the second service. 
• More adult presence in the Children’s Church during second hour, since our class size has been 20  

children at times.  This is assisting, not teaching.       
• We continually need help in our Nursery.  Carole Collier and her husband John, have been faithfully  

coordinating this effort for several years.  The number of infants varies from 0 to 3 or 4. As a new  
grandfather, I know how much work it can be.  Even once a month would be great. In the nursery  we 
have rocking chairs, and one way sound proof windows so that you can watch and see the service.  If you 
are interested, even one Sunday a month, please contact Carole Collier at 623-877-0968 or email her at 
ccollieraz@gmail.com. 

 
Our Easter Egg Hunt, is on the Saturday before Easter.  If you are able to help, contact Nichole Soyka by email, 
at  Nichole@cpcgoodyear.org, or me at golfinraub@cox.net, or call me at 623-236-6445. Better yet, come by 
and see us on Sunday mornings. 
 

Raubin Randels, Elder of Children’s Ministry 
 

ADULT MINISTRY  

 -  CONNECT -  

__________ 
 
Adult Classes 
          _________ 
 
Adult Education class schedule: 
 
“The Art of Parenting,” Sunday Morning 9:00AM & Evening   
       6:00PM, room 204b, January 26th - March 22nd 
       Led by Rev. Philip & Beverly Smith 
 
“Respectable Sins,” Sunday’s 10:30AM, room 202 
       February 2nd - March 29th 
       Led by Russell Schultz 
 
“Bible Study,” Every Wednesday Morning 10:00AM & Evening  
       5:45PM, room 202, Led by Rev. Mike Shirey 

Connect Groups starting this month.  

If you signed up, emails have gone 

out.  For more information, contact 

John Nannery: jcnannery@gmail.com  
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CARE MINISTRIES 
 

 
Adopt-A-Firefighter needs many additional sponsors to send cards to 
Goodyear firefighters.  If you are interested, please contact Debbie  
Svoboda, (h) 623-466-8140. (c) 253-468-3752; joe-deb@cox.net.  Debbie 
has taken over this ministry while Phyllis Norris focusses on health issues. 

 
 
 

GriefShare is off to a great start this semester.  They meet on Tuesdays this Spring.  Sharon Offerdahl continues 
to be the Facilitator.  The class meets from 10:00AM to Noon in room 204B and runs for 13 weeks. 
 
Loss of a Spouse seminar was held on January 11th and was very successful. 
 
DivorceCare is also off to a great start.  It meets on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30PM in room 204B. 
 
Bloom is planning a retreat for Saturday, April 4th, at PebbleCreek. Ladies, mark your calendars! 
 
 
    
       
 
 

MOPS 
 

MOPS, Mothers of Preschoolers is hosting a fundraiser, see below for details.  MOPS will also have a RUMMAGE 
SALE, March 28th.  Time to spring clean and set aside those unneeded items to donate.  Drop off donations on 
March 27th at CPC.  For volunteer or donation inquiries, please contact Jenna Dunn:  jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

-  GROW -  

For more information, contact 
Carol Phillips    

623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
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-  COMMUNITY -  
MEN OF IAM 
 

CAR SHOW: Mark your calendars for the annual Car Show on Saturday, March 14th, 8:00AM to 2:00PM.   

FREE event for the public with free food while we fellowship and marvel over the cars.   
 
FEBRUARY BIBLE STUDY: The next Bible Study will be on Saturday, February 8th, 8:00 to 9:30AM in the Atrium.  
“Jesus Before Pilate” from the book The Life of Christ. Chuck Seely will lead the discussion.  Breakfast and a  
mercifully short business meeting. 
 
PALM SUNDAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST: The Men of IAM will serve breakfast on Palm Sunday.  Mark your  
calendars – it will be April 5th.  This is our major fundraiser, enabling us to do many “freebies” during the year. 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT: The Men of IAM will again provide  
the popcorn at this event, April 11th.  
 
CHILI COOK-OFF: Co-Hosting with W.O.W.  Stay tuned for 
more info & may the best chili win. 
 
CLOTHING WITH CPC LOGO: Place your order any time.  
Contact Scott Phillips. 

 
John Reichard - Acting President; bassncd53@gmail.com 
Bob Gates - Vice President; dgates316@aol.com 
Scott Phillips - Secretary; sphillipsaz@cox.net 
 
 
 
 

W.O.W.  
 

Woman of the Word is excited to welcome you on February 8th, at 10:00AM in Room 102 
 

WOW is continuing the Bible Study tilted  
     “The Fruitful Life” by Terry Bridges.  
 

Please read Chapter 4 “Love”, pages 47-59 
 

Looking forward to our Bible Study discussions. 
 

Bring a friend and a snack to share 
 
Blessings, 
Sherri Sehm - Moderator 623-499-5452 
Sandy Hoge - Treasurer 623-873-4153 



9 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

Karl and Jenny Teichert have expressed thanks for the Christmas Eve offering we sent for their mission. They 
are serving the Lord as missionaries with One Challenge in South Africa. Karl serves as the Africa Area Director 
for OC International. His ministry focuses on research, church planting, and leadership development. Karl and 
Jenny’s vision is to see a healthy, Bible-based church established in every un-reached village and community in 
South Africa, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Zambia, and beyond. Their strategy is to partner with key African church 
leaders to research, train, and  
mobilize the body of Christ to  
complete the Great Commission. 
They are striving to equip local  
leaders in Southern Africa to reach 
their nations for Christ and send  
missionaries into other countries  
as well . 
 
Sydney Roosa 
Elder - Mission & Outreach 
 

 
 
 
KNITTING FOR THE NEEDY 
 

It’s February, the perfect month to show God’s love 
through your hands. Would you consider making a 
hat, slippers, or a scarf to include in a box going to 
one of our thousand newly deployed servicemen or 
women serving far from home? Use dark colors in 
wool, wool blends or acrylic yarn. Please mark  
projects made with wool. Other projects such as 
baby hats, or 8 inch squares go to local residents. 
Cotton washcloths are also in demand. Pray over 
your work and place finished projects in the  
breezeway box. All projects are tagged with our CPC 
logo and contact information.  
 
Questions?  
Contact Jan Shaffer 
cpcknits@gmail.com 

 -  SERVE -  
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RESOURCES 
 

Church Office - The administration office at Christ Church appreciates volunteers. If you are interested 
in helping for a few hours in the office, please let us know; info@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
OnLine Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your 
giving needs. Easy to download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and 
events.  For download instructions, please refer to the flyer in the foyer or contact the office. 
 
Church Library - There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  If you wish to read 
a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them.  We  
currently do not have a way to check out books.  Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  
There are several categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There 
are also several jig-saw puzzles available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them 
on the “returns” cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com). 
 
Worship & Facebook - If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may experience the  
sermon portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook  
account to access our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and key in:  
https://www.facebook.com/CPCGoodyear/.  
 
Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  www.cpcgoodyear.org. 
The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also access the calendar on the 
ShelbyNext app.   
 

 
PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday Flower Donations Reminder - If you would like to order flowers for the sanctuary, the sign-up 
sheet is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday preceding the Sunday you want them  
displayed and listed in the announcements. Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40.  
Rosebuds for birth announcements are $15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering  
envelope and indicate under “other” or pay in the office. There are many dates available in 2020!   
You can pick-up and take the flowers home after second service. Returning the vase to the admin office 
is appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 
 

Ink Cartridges - Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle program. We receive 
credit at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this program! 
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by 
shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with 
your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. 
Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church  
every time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…   
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 

 

 

 



11 

2 Bill  &  Soonja Robinson 

7 Jay  &  Linda Adkins 

12 Fred  &  Trish Kile 

14 Gary  &  Judy Davis 

15 Ralph  &  Helen Harper 

1 Seona Kongnyuy 
 Serena Kongnyuy 
 Megan McBride 
 Kabura Nahimana 
3 Bonnie Bruce 
 Maxine Chambers 
4 David Eckert 
 Sydney Gray 
 Leanne Hawkins 
5 Cheri Holzhauer 
6 Kevin Gates 
 Leda Gillham 
 Judy Romano 
7 Ender Quinones 
8 Mark Bank 
9 Alvin-Anthony Kongnyuy 
 Kelly Munkittrick 
 Vera Ngum Akah 
11 Lourdes Luat 
 Chris Rogerson 
12 Brigitte Gill 
 Autumn Hoppe 
 

13 Judah Francabandera 
 Lovey Kreutzer 
 Terrie Sievewright 
15 Kathleen Davidson 
 Jerry Treece 
16 IanHawkins 
17 Bonita Popejoy 
18 John Nannery 
 Donna Peck 
19 Marian Pritchard 
20 Don Skundrick 
21 Richard Orson 
22 Ryan Gillham 
 Betty Hoge 
23 Elsa Tchakoute 
25 Tom Rodriguez 
26 Billie Sifford 
 David Wender 
27 Rachel Hartwig 
 Sandy Larson 
 Anita Snook 
28 Rev. Philip Smith 

Happy Anniversary 



 
    
 

 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
                Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional      9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

 
STAFF 

 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Janet Russell / Director of Music - Contemporary Serv. 
janet@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Brandin Francabandera / Director of Youth Ministry 
brandin@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Nichole Soyka / Director of Children’s Ministry 
nichole@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Suzanne Petersen / Media & Production Director 
suzanne@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

CPC HAPPENINGS 
 

FEBRUARY 

 2 FOOD DRIVE 

 6 MOPS FUNDRAISER @ 

 DREAM SWIRL 

16 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

23  NEW MEMBERS CLASS 

26 ASH WED EVENING SERVICE 


