
  

 

/ “The Call” 
Fall 2021 

“Finding beauty and hope in the shadow of death” - Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
 
Many of us have sent a lily to our loved ones who are grieving as a sign of beauty and hope in the shadow of 
death. Lilies have long been esteemed for their beauty and splendor in the Christian tradition since the time our 
Lord Jesus said, "Consider the lilies how they grow; they toil not, they spin not, and yet I say to you, that         Solo-
mon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these" (Luke12:27). In Southeast Asia, lilies first began to be associ-
ated with resurrection because of the way they would seemingly bloom out of season, long after other blooming 
flowers had faded. In the Christian tradition, lilies became a symbol of Easter hope, of new life   springing forth 
from the grave of the earth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words cannot express the loss and pain we feel at the passing of two of our 
dearly beloved church family  members on the same day in September.  
 
Dean Sehm was a dear servant-hearted brother who joyfully welcomed many 
people into our church each week as our Head Usher. It was a blessing for 
Pastor Mike and myself to baptize Sheri and later perform the wedding       
ceremony for Dean and Sheri. They were as generous with their own immedi-
ate family here in the west valley as with our church family. To many of us at 
Christ Presbyterian Church, Dean was a dearly beloved friend. We will miss his 
warm smile and joyful embrace. As Dean passed from this life into the next, 
he was greeted face-to-face by our Lord Jesus and his mother Maybelle, who 
preceded Dean's homecoming. The life of Christ in Dean was proven to be 
stronger than the cords of death. Someday, Dean will greet each of us at an 
eternal door home. Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with Sheri and 
the family.  
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Dr. David Wilson was an immense gift in the life of our 
church family. I am so grateful for the opportunity to have 
served alongside him, leading God's people in worship 
weekly for three years. I shared with David's son, Brett, 
that I have always looked at David as a cartographer of 
hymnal history, someone who delighted in mapping out 
the features of the living landscapes of liturgical  tradi-
tions. He was a singular, unique, precious gift to us here at 
Christ Presbyterian Church, and he contributed to the 
wonderment of the Lord in the broader church. Like many 
at Christ Presbyterian Church, I only scratched the surface 
of what David had to offer in his grasp of worship. The day 
David passed, he and I spoke on the phone to plan out 
parts of the worship service for September 26. He never 
stopped singing the psalms of the one He loved and woke 
up in the presence of the largest worship service of his 
life. David is doing exactly what the Lord created him for, 
worshipping with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength! 
Christ Presbyterian Church is forever grateful to Camilla, 
Brett, and Scott for sharing their dearest David with us. As 
Camilla shared with me, "David was the kind of person 
that you had to share with others; he was just too        
special." Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with 
them. May David's memory for each of you be the sweet 
aroma of the heavenly mysterious he breathed in deeply.  

 
Dear church family, my prayer for you is that beauty and 
hope would spring up as a lily blooming late in the season 
for our community. May we do what Dr. David Wilson 
often encouraged us to do, to 'pray twice' by singing to 
the Lord,  
 

Low in the grave He lay 
Jesus my Savior! 

Waiting the coming day 
Jesus my Lord! 

Up from the grave He arose 
With a mighty triumph o'er His foes 

He arose a Victor from the dark domain 
And He lives forever with His saints to reign 

He arose! (He arose) 
He arose! (He arose) 

Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 

David’s Celebration of Life will be held October 23rd at 3pm. 
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SENIOR PASTOR 
 

Dear Christ Presbyterian Church family,  
 

Thank you for your faithfulness to the Lord. Myself, Pastor Mike, and our Session are blessed by your 
steadfastness in this season.  Our Sanctuary and Auditorium are open, and we are back into two      
worship services; ministries are meeting on campus, so we are looking for many new volunteers. I hope 
you will continue to be steadfast in this season and step out in service and love to others. Each of you 
has a special gift from the Lord to share with others. It is time to share God's gifts, friends!  
 
As we move into the Fall toward Advent, we will be sharing several upcoming opportunities for worship 
and fellowship. If you have not yet joined a Connect Group, I hope you will consider joining one this 
Fall. Pastor John Nannery is happy to speak with anyone looking for fellowship. We have a number of 
new Adult Classes also coming. Please contact Pastor Stephen Roosa about those opportunities. Our 
Children and Youth Ministries are moving into the Fall with a lot of excitement for Trunk or Treat and 
various Youth outings. Parents, please contact Jenessa and Silas for more information regarding ways 
your children can grow in their faith here.  
 

"Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above  
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,  
to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations,  

forever and ever. Amen." Ephesians 3:20-21 
 
Senior Pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
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ASSISTANT PASTOR 
 

 

3You will keep in perfect peace those whose  
minds are steadfast, because they  

trust in you. (Isaiah 26:3 NIV) 
 
Peace is a rare commodity in our world. That is pessimistic, but also realistic. There are different kinds 
of peace, some over which we have little control and some that are within our grasp. We often think 
that the experience of peace depends on our circumstances. This is true to some extent, but peace is 
more than a condition, especially for those who trust in God and rest in his promises. Peace is       
attainable when we think of it as resulting from our beliefs, attitudes, and actions. 
 
Isaiah’s words were recorded during a time when God’s people knew little peace. Wars raged through-
out the world. Poverty, suffering, and oppression were the daily experience of many. Some looked to 
their leaders to remedy the situation and restore peace. Isaiah knew that true peace came not from 
politicians, armies, or laws. Instead, true peace comes to those who believe and act in ways that     
promote peace. Peace begins in the heart, not in outward ideas and circumstances. 
 
Peace is not as rare as it may seem. We cannot control politicians, the weather, or the actions of     
others, but we can control how we respond to them. Many have allowed social media and the prolifer-
ation of news and opinion sources to make them reactive instead of responsive to the world around 
them. Reasonable discussion of opposing views has become nearly impossible in our deeply polarized 
world. 
 
Some of this is at least partly the result of allowing politicians and media pundits to guide our           
response to the world. This has caused great harm to Christians and churches in recent years. Some 
people believe the damage is irreparable, but I refuse to accept that assessment. Peace is possible if 
we are willing to put God first, trust him, and work to be Jesus to those around us. It is possible when 
we stop viewing those who disagree with us as enemies and see them as brothers and sisters in Christ, 
children of God who happen to hold a different opinion than our own. 
 
One day, perhaps soon, the problems that consume us will disappear. The one constant in the world is 
change. I do not know what the immediate future holds for me. I am still trying to figure out what to 
cook for supper! I do know that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and that when the  
curtain falls on this world, Jesus will welcome me into my eternal home. When I keep this in the     
forefront of my mind, I have peace and can deal calmly, lovingly, and rationally with everything that 
happens to and around me. This is the perfect peace that comes from trusting God. It requires        
constant work to maintain, but the benefit is a sense of peace that I know can overcome any trouble 
the world sends my way. So can you. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Mike    
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CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 
 

As we enter the Fall season and return to two services, I want to thank all who helped make our Summer Blended 
Worship services possible. It is evident how God has blessed our church with faithful servants. Two of these faithful 
servants, David Wilson and Dean Sehm, will be greatly missed. Both had hearts as big as their love for the Lord, and 
smiles that would light up any room. I will always be grateful for the encouragement, guidance and mentoring       
David showed me within our Music Ministry. I will always be thankful for Dean willing to help wherever our church 
needed it and for being one of the first people to see on Sunday morning (I’d like to think I got him to enjoy some of 
our contemporary songs too!). Even though our hearts are heavy, we can rejoice knowing that they are with our 
Heavenly Father. Please join me in continuing to pray for the Wilson and Sehm families during this time.  
 

Can I get an Amen! 
 

Charisma Guese, Director of Contemporary Worship 
 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Monthly Meeting: A couple of month’s ago we were unable to show a video due to 
“technical difficulties”.  Well, we’ve solved our problem!  So, the October meeting is 
your chance to see a hilarious video by Christian comedienne Chonda Pierce         
entitled Girl Talk. 
 

Please join us on Saturday, October 9th, from Noon to 2 PM in the Auditorium.  
We’ll do a salad and dessert buffet for lunch.  Bring enough for yourself and one 
other person. 

        Fellowship, food, & fun!  Don’t miss it! 
 

Game Night: This is being postponed due to the resurgence of COVID.  We plan to reschedule it as soon as possible. 
 

Ladies Connect: The Women’s Ministry Ladies Connect Group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7 PM led by Christine 
Nannery.  They are meeting on Zoom.  You are invited to join this Bible Study group.  When there is sufficient        
interest, we will start additional groups on Zoom, in person, or hybrid.  Contact Christine Nannery or Carol Phillips for 
more information. 
 

GRIEFSHARE, DIVORCECARE, & DIVORCECARE FOR KIDS (DC4K) 
 

These three caring ministries have just started a fall term. 
 

GriefShare has two sessions – 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  This 
will keep the group sizes small.  It is offered in hybrid format, 
that is, the participants may either be in the room or remotely 
connected via Zoom. 
 

DivorceCare and DC4K meet at 6:30 PM.  DivorceCare can be 
hybrid although presently all students are attending in person.  
DC4K is for kids ages 5 to 12. 

 

These ministries serve the West Valley and, with Zoom, participants may be anywhere.   
Please let your friends and family know about these opportunities. 
 
 

 

-  GROW -  

For more Information,  
contact 

Carol Phillips 
623-340-9205 

cphillips02@cox.net 

mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
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-  COMMUNITY -  
MEN OF IAM  

-  This Month:  We will meet on Saturday, October 9th, at 8 AM in the Auditorium.  We’ll start the morning with   
 breakfast and fellowship.  Ron Cole will be our Chef.  The menu will be Biscuits & Gravy, Fruit, OJ, and Coffee.  

The biscuits will be heart healthy and the gravy will be made using turkey sausage! 
 

 This will be followed by our lesson.  The Rev. Dr. Stephen Roosa will be leading us in Session 6, “Living The 
Truth” from the book God & the Journey to Truth.  The scripture used will be Luke 10:25-37. 

 

 There will be a short business meeting to review our planning for future events. 
 

-  Looking Ahead: Our future events include: 
 

• November 13th -- Free Veteran’s Day Breakfast and Program.  Open to the public.  Intended for every-
one who wishes to celebrate the day – no need to be a veteran. 

• December 11th – Pastor Tony will be our speaker.  We’ll have our traditional Steak & Eggs Breakfast. 
• January 8th, 2022, 6 PM – CPC Recognition Dinner. 
• March 12th – Car Show 

 

For further info, contact our President, Bob Gates, 313-350-1171, dgates316@aol.com 
 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Operation Christmas Child boxes will be available before and after each service beginning October 17th. Please come 
by and pick up one or several!  
Some great items to put in the shoe boxes are crayons, markers, pens, pencils, stickers, small stuffed animals, small 
notebooks, and sewing kits. Just to name a few.  
Ever wonder what country your shoe box was sent to? Well, if you pay your    
shipping online track your box and find out which country it was shipped to.   
Otherwise please make your check for $9.00 out to CPC with OCC in the memo 
line. We have a goal of 300 shoe boxes. Please help us accomplish this goal. All 
boxes need to be returned no later than November 14th.   
Please note NO TOOTHPASTE, CANDY, FOOD OR LIQUIDS OF ANY KIND. 
 

You can also pack your shoebox online by going to our Samaritan’s Purse Goal page  
https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/9d181ed8-fb8d-40eb-b7bc-31caeb8426ff 
 

Any questions, please reach out to Pam Bakker, Interim Elder of Children and Youth Ministries at  
602-689-1122 or pambakker@ymail.com 
 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP TEAM  
FINANCIAL REPORT 
The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are allocated: 
August YTD Operating Income      $369,356 
August YTD Operating Expenses   $379,040 
August YTD Cash Assets                        $353,614 
Mortgage Debt                 $1,732,926 
 

Submit questions or comments to finance@cpcgoodyear.org 
 

 

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/9d181ed8-fb8d-40eb-b7bc-31caeb8426ff
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-  COMMUNITY -  

Trunk or Treat is our biggest event for the 

community.  We need YOU!!!  We need candy 

donations, water donations, volunteers to run 

games & welcome tables, help setting up/

breaking down and of course we need YOUR 

TRUNKS for all the little kiddos seeking a 

treat.  Please reach out to the front office 

for more information or sign-up with 

Jenessa on Sundays after both services.  

 

We had to cancel last years event so lets put 

our time and talents into making this one 

the most spooktacular EVER!!! 
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WHAT TIME IS IT? 
 

Silly question? Just look at your phone, tablet, computer, or your 
watch or just step outside early in the morning and breathe in the 
fresh air. The monsoon is gone, and Autumn has arrived. Just walk 
into any store and Fall colors greet you, and we see decorations 
that say ‘gather,’ ‘thankful,’ ‘welcome,’ ‘grateful.’ We have         
entered into the season of Thanksgiving. 
 
October at CPC is the time we acknowledge and say a special 
‘thank you’ to all our staff who do so much to provide for your 
spiritual care and growth. When you walk on campus, or tune in at 
home, remember that there is a team of committed people      
working together in ministry throughout our campus. The        
challenges of the pandemic season have pressed our team to hone 
new skills, and to be more innovative in how we do ministry that 
will reach our congregation in ways that are safe for everyone. So, 
it’s time for all of us to give a cheer to Team CPC led by Pastor   
Tony with Pastor Mike, Pastor John, Pastor Stephen, Joe and 
Vitaly, Charisma and the Praise Band, Jenessa with Giovanna and 
Maria, Silas, Jenna, Bob, John, Austyn and Malachi.  
 
When you are on campus and see one of our staff, give them a 
hearty ‘thank you.’ It will brighten their day and yours. 
 
Be sure to be in church Sunday, October 31, when we gather  
the whole team and celebrate Staff Appreciation Sunday.  

-  HAPPENINGS  -  

Austyn 

Jenessa 

Bob 

Our Pastors 

The Praise Band 

Charisma 

Vitaly 

Malachi 

Jenna Joe 

Silas 

Maria & Giovanna 

John 
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RESOURCES 
 

Online Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your  
giving needs. Easy to download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and 
events.  For instructions on how to download, please contact the office. 
 
Online Worship - If you are unable to join us for worship in person, please join us online. We offer the 
Traditional Service at 9am and the Contemporary Service at 10:30am. Log on to our Facebook page or 
YouTube channel and enjoy ‘worship distancing’ with your family and friends.  

Facebook: @cpcgoodyear / YouTube: CPCGoodyear  
 
Online Classes - Tune into our Facebook page for and interactive live class, Tuesdays at 10:30am with     
Pastor Mike. 
 
Church Office - The church office is open from Monday - Thursday, 9am - noon. The Pastors will be    
rotating their days when on campus, please contact the office to schedule an appointment.  
 
Church Library - There are many new books available in the library. Come and look! If you wish to read 
a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them. We      
currently do not have a way to check out books. Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  
There are several categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books. There 
are also several jig-saw puzzles available. If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them 
on the “returns” cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com).   
 
Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  www.cpcgoodyear.org. 
The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also access the calendar on 
the ShelbyNext app.   
 
 
 

PROGRAMS 
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by 
shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with 
your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. 
Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church 
every time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…   
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 
 
Amazon Smile for MOPS  - Please help our MOPS Ministry by setting up your Amazon purchases 
through Amazon Smile.  Step 1: In your internet browser go to smile.amazon.com and log in using 
your Amazon credentials. Step 2: You’ll be directed to another screen, “pick your own charitable or-
ganization” enter “Christ Presbyterian Church Goodyear AZ ” then click “Search” and select. Step 3: 
You will be redirected and asked to check the box next to “Yes” then click “Start Shopping”  That’s it! 
You are now signed up for Amazon Smile! Just be sure to visit smile.amazon.com every time you      
normally visit  Amazon to make sure your purchases have a portion of the price donated to CPC MOPS.  

 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Happy Anniversary 

10 

1 Matthew & Heather Smith 

4 Bill & Holli Bishop 

10 John & Carol Frauendiener 

 Matthew & Katie Hinds 

 Marc & Arlys Hippen 

11 Rudi & Mercy Roldan 

12 Robert & Nelly Nobis 

15 Scott & Carol Phillips 

16 Jason & Debbie Eastman 

21 Rex & Shirley Lambert 

27 Chris & Jennifer Hartwig 

28 Bob & Donna Gates 

29 Harvey & Carolyn Weese 

31 Tom Sweat & Barb Fox 

Happy Birthday 
1 Roland Akame 
2 Jenelle Bennett 
 Maoli Ouandji 
3 Vicki Seely 
 Marie White 
4 Sandy Hoge 
 Pam Cagle 
5 Alexa Mims 
 Patti Reed 
6 Caitlyn Steen 
7 Holli Bishop 
 Janete Kibong 
8 Lance Wright 
9 Denzel Akah 
 LeRoy Cook 
10 Millard Smith 
11 Krystal Hodge 
 Jerry Kienle 
 Alexandra Rogerson 
 Ryan Sandeen 
12 Joel Avey 
 Kyler Kenney 

13 John Collier 
 Barbara Kordel 
 Sheri Sehm 
14 Bruce Hendricks 
15 Ronald Skwier 
18 Ali Bank 
 Daniel Cardona 
 Nichole Soyka 
19 Cyrille Teforlack 
20 Bob Jackson 
21 Cheryl Montague 
22 Bill Baxter 
24 Brad Bell 
 Linda Smith 
25 Jan Shaffer 
26 Bob Gates 
27 Sarah Dickerson 
 Arlene Hunt 
28 Kapri Bank 
31 Marty Garrison 
 Sharon Martinez 



 
925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
 
 
 
 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     
 
                 Church Office Hours 
      Monday - Thursday  9:00am - 12:00pm 
  

      Sunday Worship Hours 
  Traditional Service  9:00am 
       Contemporary Service  10:30am 

STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Joe Honsberger / Interim Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
joe.honsberger@gmail.com 

 

Charisma Luat-Guese / Director of Music - Contemporary Serv. 
charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Silas Ridgway / Director of Youth Ministries 
silas@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenessa Prigge / Director of Children’s Ministry 
jenessa@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

John Merrill / IT Director 
john@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Bob Nobis / Bookkeeper 
bob@cpcgoodyear.org / finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Austyn Damon / Director of Media Ministries 
austyn@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Malachi Delgado / Assistant Director of Media 
mr.malachi.delgado@gmail.com 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

CPC HAPPENINGS 
 

OCTOBER 

10 MEN OF IAM - 8am 

10 WOMENS MINISTRY - 12pm 

23  MEMORIAL David Wilson - 3pm 

23 YOUTH Messy Game Night - 6pm 

24 NEW MEMBER CLASS - Noon 

30 TRUNK OR TREAT - 5:30pm 
 

NOVEMBER 

11 VETERANS  DAY -  Office Closed 

13 MEN OF IAM - 8am 

13  WOMENS MINISTRY - 12pm 

14  OCC BOXES DUE 

25  THANKSGIVING - Office Closed 

 

DECEMBER 

11  MEN OF IAM - 8am  

11 ADVENT WORKSHOP - 9am 

11  WOMENS MINISTRY - 12pm 

18  FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVENT - 4pm 

18 YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY - 6pm 


