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“A New Sermon Series Coming This September, “BE ATITUDE”  
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 

In Romans 13:14 the Apostle Paul uses a beautiful 
metaphor to describe how growth in the Christian 
life occur. Paul says we ought to “clothe ourselves 
in Christ” rather than gratify the desires of our 
flesh. Have you ever wondered how we can 
‘clothe ourselves in Christ’?  
 
We are to literally put on the character of Christ 
each day of our lives. We should choose to be like 
Jesus in all that we say, do, and think. One of the 
best passages in the New Testament to learn how 

to be like Christ occurs in the Gospel of Matthew 5:3-12 popularly known as the beatitudes passage. The  
passage contains within it eight characteristics of what Jesus says is a ‘blessed life’. 

 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of  
    evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward   
    in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 



 

Starting in September we will begin a new Sermon Series called “BE ATITUDE.” This series will last  
10-weeks, during eight of the weeks we will look at a different beatitude together.  
 
If you would like to study the Beatitudes I encourage you to consider reading the following resources,  
 

Beatitudes: Developing Spiritual Character by John Stott 
 
The Sermon on the Mount and Human Flourishing: A Theological Commentary by Jonathan T.  
Pennington 
 
Living the Sermon on the Mount: Practical Hope for Grace and Deliverance by Glen Stassen 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
Senior Pastor 
 
 
 
Letter from Pastor 
 
Dear Christ Church family, 
 
 Each Staff member we have at Christ Church is a particular gift from the Lord. While roles can be  
re-staffed, the individuals who serve in those roles are irreplaceable. I know that we have had a number of 
gifts from the Lord leave us, and a number of new gifts from the Lord join us over the past two months. We 
have a Staff member that will be moving on due to a surprise change in his educational life. Our Director of 
Children and Family Ministry, Brandin Francabandera, will be resigning so he can become a full-time  
student to complete his PhD. Brandin will share more information.  
 
 What many of you may not know is that Brandin and I have worked together in previous churches 
and were office mates for a year in Scotland together at the University of Aberdeen. He is a dear friend, 
and I trust that this added time will help him complete his final year of PhD studies with excellence. Since 
joining us in October, Brandin has transformed our children’s Sunday School program by growing and  
developing the teams that support it with excellence, and I have participated with Brandin in helping us 
dramatically increase the number of our Children’s Ministry Events. Our Christmas Party was much larger 
this year than the previous year. Our Family Easter Egg event was four times larger than it has ever been 
with 200 children in attendance. Our VBS this Summer had the largest pre-registration of any VBS, and the 
week was a fantastic outreach to young families in our community. 
 
 Our Elder of Children’s activities Raub Randels, and the Staff at Christ Church, and I myself are 
grateful for Brandin’s gifts to us over this past year and wish him and his family the best in their new  
endeavors in the West Valley, and with the University of Aberdeen. We are already interviewing people to 
be our new Director of Children’s & Family Ministry, and hope to complete that process before Brandin’s 
last day with us on August 16th.  
 
With gratitude for faithful service and hope for our growing children’s ministry, 
 
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
Senior Pastor 



 

Letter from Brandin Francabandera 
 
Dear Christ Church,  
 
 As many of you already know I am in the final year of my PhD project at the University of Aberdeen. In 
early spring my doctoral advisor informed me that he was taking a position at another university. This  
unforeseen move left me in an unfortunate place as a student; I needed to find a new advisor. Through much 
prayer and through the generosity of the faculty at the University of Aberdeen, I was able to do just that.  
 
 This changing of circumstances means that my doctoral project will undergo pretty drastic revisions in 
my final year, forcing me to allocate much more of my time to my thesis’ completion than I originally  
expected. As a result, my family and I have had to make some difficult decisions, one of which is that I must 
step back from my position as Director of Children’s and Family Ministry at Christ Church.  
 
 I have been blessed by many of you during the past year and I have enjoyed teaching the children in 
our community. I want to thank you for your support of the children’s ministry during my time with you. 
Please continue to keep my family and me in your prayers as we will keep you all in ours.  
 
Blessings to you all, 
 

  
Brandin Francabandera  
 
 
 

Assistant Pastor  
 

Forgiveness Without Limits 
 
21Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should 
I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

Peter is often taken to task for his question, but it’s a good one because it shows that he wants to be a 
forgiving person. Some have suggested, following the example in Amos 1-2, that one was obligated to forgive 
someone just three times. Peter may have thought he was showing incomparable mercy by doubling that 
standard and adding one more. It is a generous gesture, but still limits the extent of forgiveness. 

 
Jesus’ response to Peter’s question commands unlimited forgiveness. He clearly indicates that  

Christian’s are to forgive no matter how many times they offended, even if it is by the same person. The  
command to forgive seventy-seven (or as some versions have it, seventy times seven) times is to do so  
constantly. We’re to do this because it’s the way God forgives us. The parable that follows this exchange 
shows me there’s no way to truly accept God’s mercy and grace without also and always extending it to  
others. 

 
We should also note that Jesus doesn’t place any conditions on forgiveness. We need not wait for an 

apology before extending forgiveness. Instead, we forgive with no expectation of repentance. Such an act of 
grace can often soften hearts and open the door to reconciliation, but it might not. We must never forget that 



 

God sent Jesus to die for us while we were still sinners (Romans 5:8). If God had waited until humanity real-
ized its sin and repented, he might never have sent Jesus. 

 
Forgiveness is never easy. In fact, it’s one of the hardest things to do. It’s hard because it entails 

letting the guilty go free. It means letting go of hurt feelings and opening oneself up to the possibility of being 
hurt again. This is God’s example to us. The refusal to forgive someone – completely forgive in a way that  
allows the relationship to be restored – is an attempt to punish that person for what he or she has done. True 
grace and the desire for revenge are completely incompatible in the hearts of Jesus-followers. True for-
giveness does not seek revenge; it seeks only restoration of the relationship. Forgiveness brings freedom 
even when it does not bring the offender to repentance because it allows us to let go of the offence. God has 
forgiven us full and free in Jesus. It is a gift to great not to freely share with others. 
 
Rev. Michael W. Shirey 
Assistant Pastor 
 
 
 

Music Ministry  
 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
 As I prepare for another busy year ahead, 
I want to pause to share several thoughts with 
you that illustrate how the Lord continues to 
bless our congregation. First, a warm and 
heartfelt welcome to Janet Russell, our new  
Director of the Praise Team and Leader of the 
Contemporary Worship Service. Her extensive 
experience, superb musicianship and inspiring 
voice will be such a blessing to CPC, and I look 
forward to working with Janet as we seek to 
grow the Ministry of Music.  
 
 Second, I want to thank all who sang in the All-Church Summer Choir. Your continued support and 
dedication to “singing praises to the Lord” enrich the worship service each and every Sunday as you lead the 
congregation in song. Now for the commercial: If you haven’t taken advantage of this unique opportunity 
there is still time to join us. We will meet at 8:30 in the Choir Room for the next five weeks and would love to 
have you join us. And lastly to share the good news that after several years of exhausting detailed work 
Vitaly’s application for a green-card has been submitted to the government. Hopefully in a few months we 
will be able to officially welcome Vitaly as the newest member of our CPC staff. Praise the Lord! 
 
Can I hear an “Amen” to that? 
 
David Wilson,  
Director of Music 
 
 

 



 

 

ADULT MINISTRY  
 
Fall is rapidly approaching as will the start of our Adult Education classes.  
The topics we are planning on are: 

• Introduction to the Christian Faith 

• Detailed Study of the Scriptures 

• Evangelism 

• Spiritual Gifts 

• Understanding Our Finances 
If you are interested in facilitating or teaching classes on the above subjects, please let me know. 
In addition, Dr. David Wilson is offering two classes this winter  

• “Then Sings My Soul" Stories behind the great hymns - Sept. 15 to Nov. 17 

• "Great Music of the Church" – An examination of Bach's Christmas Oratorio - Dec 1 to Dec 22 
 

Raub Randels, Elder, Adult Education Ministries  /  623-236-6445  /  Email: golfinraub@cox.net 
 
 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
 
During August and September, Youth Special Events are every two weeks, and started on July 17th. Our last 
event on July 31st had 4 attendees at “Movie Night”.  We had pizza and watched the Mary Poppins movie, 
quite different than Mary Poppins of the 60s.  We are looking at venue locations off campus, such as Urban 
Air (trampoline park) and Escape Rooms, as well as activities on campus.  The events start at 6:30 pm and will 
last until approximately 8:30 pm. Our Coordinator is Nichole Soyka. Mitch Jackson is assisting Nichole. 
 
We use the Shutterfly application and text messaging to let you know about the details of future events.  
Texting will come either from Nichole or myself (Raub Randels). 
 
Middle School Sunday School is taught each week by Mitch Jackson in the Youth Room for the Summer. If 
you are in High School, you are welcome to join this class.  I substitute taught the curriculum and believe that 
both Middle School and High School students will enjoy the class.  
 
If you have any questions or are interested in being an adult volunteer to assist either Nicole or Mitch, please 
contact me (Raub Randels). My cell phone is 623-236-6445. My email is: golfinraub@cox.net. If you are not 
on Shutterfly, please let me know. 
 
Have a wonderful summer! 
 
Raub Randels, Elder, Youth Education Ministries  /  623-236-6445  /  Email: golfinraub@cox.net 

 
 
 
 

CONNECT  



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for all of the adults and teens (approximately 30 in all) that volunteered for 
Vacation Bible School! We needed everyone of you to make VBS the success it was.  We had 146 children 
from 3yrs old up through 5th grade. And… we did it! Many of the parents told us their children were reciting 
their verses and singing the VBS songs at home.  What a wonderful way to teach our children about the  
Bible, AND joyfully spread His Word to their family and friends!  
 
Some things that were different this year: In costume, we had Mario (Pastor Tony) all week long, who ener-
gized the kids with games and classroom visits. Mario probably received more hugs from our children than 
people receive in a lifetime, Lady J (Office Assistant Jenna Dunn), and Luigi (Children Ministry Coordinator 
Brandin Francabandera). The kids loved it. We also had bounce houses on the last day, which added quite a 
change to the game portion of the week.  So… Learning about Our Lord, and having fun. What a wonderful 
combination! 
 
The summer Sunday school program continues, and we are getting the class curriculum ready for the Fall.  
AND - - Trunk or Treat is not that far away! If you are interested in substitute teaching, even for a week at a 
time, or in helping get ready for Trunk or Treat, contact me for details. 
 
Raub Randels, Elder, Children Ministries  /  623-236-6445  /  Email: golfinraub@cox.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONNECT cont .  



 

UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS 
 

Caring Ministries 
Four Caring Ministries are about to start their Fall sessions.  GriefShare starts on Monday, September 9th and 
meets from 10 AM to Noon.  Single & Parenting, DivorceCare, and DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K) all start on 
Tuesday, September 10th, and meet from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.  All run for 14 weeks, including an extra session 
entitled Surviving the Holidays.  The Facilitators are Sharon Offerdahl and Mary Ann Husby for GriefShare, 
Nicole Munson and Susan Sweeden for DivorceCare, Joy Cook and Bonnie Miller (with others assisting) for 
DC4K, and Carol Phillips and Debbie Svoboda for Single & Parenting. 

 
 
The workbooks, leader’s guides, and DVDs for these courses are excellent.  We 
purchase it from Church Initiative. 
 
 

Sharon is also responsible for the ongoing Grief Book Ministry. 
 
If you know of anyone in the West Valley who could benefit from any of these courses, 
please discuss it with them and provide their contact info to Carol Phillips, 623-340-9158, 
cphillips02@cox.net. 
 
 

Men of IAM 
 

This month’s breakfast and Bible Study will be in the Atrium on Saturday, August 10th, from 8 to 9:30.   
 
We will again be going to the D’backs Faith and Family Night.  This year it is on Friday, 
September 13th.  In addition to the game, enjoy a Christian music concert and fire-
works.  A great family outing!  Contact John Reichard to reserve your tickets.  John has 
reserved a block of 30 tickets and can get more:  John/bassncd53@gmail.com 
 
 

Mark your calendars for our Veterans Day celebration on Saturday, November 9th,  
8 – 10 AM.  There will be a free breakfast and a great speaker.  This will be for  
everyone – anyone who wishes to celebrate the occasion.  
 
For further info, contact Russ Schultz, President; Mitch Jackson, VP; or Scott Phillips, Secretary. 
 
 

New Members Class 
 

Aug 25th, following the second service, join us in learning more about  
Christ Church and becoming a member.  For more information, please  
contact Fe Rodriguez: fetom611@cox.net  
 

COMMUNITY  



 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

The Mission Team is assembling Heat Relief Packs that members can hand out through car windows to the 
homeless you see standing on street corners. We will have them available for you to pick up early in August. 
Please also include a bottle of water when you give out the packs. The packs include a T Shirt, socks, a  
bandana, lip balm, 2 protein bars, and a Gospel Tract.  
 

Knitting for the Needy - A Simple Witness 

As Pastor Tony has been reminding us, there's a little reluctant Jonah in each of us. The simple act of making 
any items for babies through adults can be a powerful witness of how God is working in you and in our 
church. Place knitted or crocheted items in the breezeway bin.  Contact Jan Shaffer at cpcknits@gmail.com  
 
Sydney Roosa, Elder, Mission & Outreach 
 

DEACON MINISTRY 
 

Keith Faler—Care Community  #1 
Born and raised in Michigan, I grew up on a farm. As I became a teen, I traded my horse for a scooter, and 
then a motorcycle.  My dad taught me to work on cars, so I’ve always worked on the mechanics of cars.  It 
was the beginning of my career as an industrial and mechanical engineer, first for General Motors, then Ford, 
and Mac Truck.  As a child I was taught to trust in the Lord, and I’d say that really began to grow when I  
married my wife, Barbara, who I met in college in Michigan.  Life is not by chance, but everything comes from 
God.  I’ve always believed that about my wife and three boys, now grown men, two living in California, one in 
Michigan.  I loved working at Ford Motor Company, a wonderful company of great people, good policies and 
a retirement plan, they’ve stood by, thankfully.  I retired in 2003 to live in Arizona in Pebble Creek.  I’m  
thankful to God for all that He has done for me, and most recently being with me in a health crisis.  I’m very 
thankful for our Christian community, for the pastors and friends who have ministered to me as I rehab from 
triple bypass surgery.  Thank you all for your prayers.  Praise God, who is able to keep us from falling, and 
heals us for His service.  You are a wonderful Christian family.   
 
The coffee hour schedule for August is as follows:  
 Aug  4th Soonja Robinson  Group  8  soonjarobinson@cox.net 
 Aug  11th Charisma Guese  Group  4  charisma.luat@gmail.com 
 Aug  18th  Sheila Schweitzer  Group  5  sheilaschweitzer69@gmail.com  
 Aug  25th  Bob Gates   Group  10 dgates316@aol.com 
 
Charisma Luat Guese, Moderator Board of Deacons  

SERVE  

GROW  



 

FINANCE  
 

** Unfortunately, the financials reflected in the July newsletter were incorrect. We are  
working with our parent database company to insure our system is correct and will report  
accurate accounting of the financials in next months newsletter release. 
             
 

RESOURCES 
 

Church Office - The administration office at Christ Church appreciates volunteers. If you are interested in 
helping for a few hours in the office, please let us know; info@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
Church Library - There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  If you wish to read a 
book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them.  We currently do 
not have a way to check out books.  Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  There are several 
categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There are also several jig-saw 
puzzles available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them on the “returns” cart.   
For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com). 
 
Worship & Facebook - If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may experience the sermon 
portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook account to access 
our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and key in: https://www.facebook.com/CPCGoodyear/.  
 
Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  www.cpcgoodyear.org.  
The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also access the calendar on the 
ShelbyNext app. 
 

 

PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday Flower Donations Reminder— If you would like to order flowers for the sanctuary, the sign-up sheet 
is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday preceding the Sunday you want them displayed and 
listed in the announcements.  
Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40. Rosebuds for birth announcements are $15 (twins $18). 
You can place the money in your offering envelope and indicate under “other” or pay in the office. There are 
many dates available in 2019!  You can pick-up and take the flowers home after second service. Returning 
the vase to the admin office is appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 
 
Ink Cartridges— Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle program. We receive credit 
at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this program! 
 
Fry’s Community Rewards Program—Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by 
shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with your 
Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our 
church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every time you 
shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…all participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning  
rewards for their chosen organization. 



 

Tour of Presbyterian Scotland 
For Christ Church Members and Friends 

 

 Preliminary details are being negotiated for a Tour of Scotland for CPC members and friends. The tour 
would take place in early August of 2020 and include about 20-24 people (both couples and singles invited.) 
  
 The tour would last eleven days and include all hotels, a private tour-coach for all transportation, en-
try fees to special sites and events and some meals. The land itinerary would include travel from Glasgow to 
Loch Lomond, Oban, the Isle of Iona (where Christianity first came to Scotland), the Glen Coe, Loch Ness, 
three different castles, Inverness, Sterling, Edinburgh and—best of all—services at two Church of Scotland 
(Presbyterian) churches, including St. Giles, the home church of Presbyterianism since 1560 (when John Knox 
brought the good news of the Reformation home from Geneva, Switzerland.) The tour will also include boat 
trips on Loch Lomond and Loch Ness and attendance at the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. Avid golfers will 
be able to play a round at St Andrews if they wish. A special group travel rate with an airline will be available 
although participants may also utilize their own frequent flyer discounts or airlines.  
 
 Negotiations are still ongoing with airlines and tour agencies about the prices. Based upon prior simi-
lar tours the estimated prices would be about $3000 per person for the land portion and $1700 per person 
for the airfare. This will undoubtedly change as negotiations finalize.  If you are interested and would like to 
know more, please contact Douglas Kirkpatrick at (541) 261-6215 or 737dbk@gmail.com. You can also con-
tact one of the CPC couples who have previously taken a similar church tour (Gary and Bonnie Miller, Bill and 
Anita Snook and/or Doug and Terrie Kirkpatrick.) This tour is being privately coordinated and is not an official 
CPC function. However, you may wish to discuss Scotland’s attractions with Pastor Tony Stiff (who lived and 
served in Scotland for a year.) 
 
 
* Flyers are located on the back table of the Atrium. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Douglas Christensen 

 Nancy McNames 

2 Neil Guese 

 Edith Wanamaker 

3 Roy Poole 

 Robert Prentiss 

 

 

 

4 Kathy Balle 

 Steve Moore 

 Randy Morrow 

5 Deborah Eastman 

 Alice Lewis 

6 John Reichard 

7 Walter Hohlstein 

 Jean Mulligan 

 Ron Sauer 

 Pat Woodruff 

8 Sona Bokossah 

 Judy Davis 

 Ken Schmitz 

12 John Babbitt 

 Pat Bowling 

14 Marie Bokossah 

16 Barbara Faler 

 Stacy Spetter 

17 Brandin Francabandera 

 

18 Sharon Hagstrom 

 Joyce Peterson 

20 Tony Madrid 

21 Jack Holman 

22 Lee Williams 

23 Barb Fox 

24 Sharon Krudener 

25 Jim Swanson 

 Marcus Taylor 

26 Steve Bryant 

27 Kynnyth Jensen 

 Marie Perduk 

 Suzanne Petersen 

28 Pat Hook 

 Andy Nazzaro 

30 Linda Adams 

 Linda Adkins 

5 Ray & Alice Lewis 

6 Walter & Helen Hohlstein 

10 Vitaly Serebriakov & Svetlana 

 Obregon Saens 

11 Randy & Debby Morrow 

 Ronald & Carolyn Skwier 

12 Parnell & Barbara Murphy 

13 Douglas & Terrie Kirkpatrick 

 Rev. Mike & Marje Shirey 

14 Bob & Sue Honson 

15 Cory & Jan Shaffer 

 Millard & Linda Smith 

17 Will & Carly Bennett 

18 Jim & Ann Scoular 

21 Tim & Jane O'Hearn 

23 Brian & Leda Gillham 

25 Tumi & Janete Obed 

26 Ron & Pat Hook 

28 Jim & Markeeta Bundschuh 

 John & Marie Perduk 

30 Bob & Bonnie Bruce 

 Joe & Claudia Honsberger 



STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Janet Russell / Director of Music 
jmrbass@yahoo.com 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Pianist-Traditional 
vserebriakoff@gmial.com 

 

Charisma Luat Guese / Pianist-Contemporary 
charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 

Nichole Soyka / Interim Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
thatonesoyka@gmail.com 

 

Brandin Francabandera / Dir. of  Children & Family Ministry 
brandinf@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Remada Smith, Office Manager 
remada@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn, Office Assistant 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 
    
 

 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
                Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional      9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

CPC HAPPENINGS 

 

AUGUST 

11 BOOK FAIR 

14      YOUTH GATHERING 

25  NEW MEMBERS CLASS 

28 MOPS KICKOFF 

 

SEPTEMBER 

13  DIAMONDBACKS  

 FAITH & FAMILY 


