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Culture is often given a bad reputation in the church. In 
sermons you will hear warnings about the ‘evilness’ of 
culture. In books you will read ways to ‘overcome’ the 
culture. In conversations with friends you may have even 
said things like, “I wish our culture wasn’t like this.” The 
truth is, however, if we want to find out why our culture is 
the way it is we do not have to look far. According to Andy 
Crouch, the Director of Zondervan’s Faith & Culture 
Project, “Culture is what we make of the world.”  

God has called each of us to join with others, to be about 
the work of ‘culture-making.’ Part of how we do that work 
is in what we spend our lives consuming. As Jesus said in 
Matthew 6:21, if you want to know where a person’s heart 
is, look at what they treasure “Where your treasure is, 
there your heart will also be.” This is true for individuals, 
and this is true for faith communities. This past year we 
‘made something of the world together' that glorified God,

“Culture is 
what we make 
of the world.”
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As we move through this CONSUMED stewardship 
series, below are a few books I want to encourage you to 
use for your own personal reflection and study.  

The Treasure Principal by Randy Alcorn 

Being Consumed: Economics and Christian 
Desire by William T. Cavanaugh 

The Christian Consumer: Living Faithfully in a 
Fragile World by Laura M. Hartman 

Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling 
by Andy Crouch

“You are going to be consumed by something, 
that is in the nature of how God has made us. 
So it is important to be consumed by the 
things that God loves. Often we are consumed 
by the things we consume!”  

Brandin Francabandera, 
church member
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The answer is carefully, prayerfully and patiently. 70% of 
life is about embracing ‘delayed gratification’, it is about 
trusting that God is indeed good and that the things the 
world tells us we need are in fact things we do not need. It 
is about remembering that God has promised to give us 
everything we need in Christ - in HIS TIME, not our time.  

Laura M. Hartman reminds us why consumption requires 
wisdom, “The flow of physical materials in and through 
human lives is morally and theologically complex 
whether consumers are aware of the complexity or not.” 
The only way we can begin the journey of consuming 
wisely is by first choosing to fear the Lord. As Proverbs 
9:10 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom.”  

To faithfully steward the gifts God has given you requires 
a heart that fears and loves God. A heart that treasures 
Jesus. A heart that trusts in your heavenly Father’s 
provisions. A heart that longs to listen to where the winds 
of God’s Spirit are blowing in the world so you can join 
God’s Spirit through your giving. 

As you explore what it means to be CONSUMED by the 
desires of God, to offer up your “body as living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God" (Romans 12:1-2), my hope 
and prayer is that you will discover what “good Christian 
consumption” is. 



and that blessed many people in our church family and in 
our community. We did this as we came together in 
prayer and worship, as we turned to the Lord and we saw 
Him at work in mighty ways in the West Valley. 

Worship is perhaps the most important way a local 
church creates culture. As we join together, we lift up the 
name of Christ; we retell his story in the Scriptures we 
read and the songs we sing, and we celebrate his presence 
at the table and his promise to us in the baptismal waters. 
In all these things we remind ourselves and our neighbors 
that Jesus is the only way, truth, and life. I am reminded 
of something the famed missionary, Lesslie Newbigin, 
once said regarding worship. “The whole life of the 
Church, rightly understood, is thus the visible means 
through which the Holy Spirit carries on His mission to 
the world…The whole life of the Church thus has a 
missionary dimension….Worship may in fact be the 
most powerful possible form of witness.”  

In our CONSUMED stewardship sermon series this 
November you will have the opportunity to ask yourself 
what is really consuming your life (Mark 10:17-29). You 
will be encouraged to let go of anxiety for you know the 
ONE who provides for all of your needs (Luke 12:22, 
30-31). You will have the chance to slow down and 
remind yourself that there is only one person that you can 
rest in - Christ (Philippians 4:11-13).  
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I know this may be a bit jarring for some readers to hear, 
but you can’t escape being a consumer. You were made for 
consumption, you were made for ‘throughput’, for taking 
in the material world of God’s creation in order to use it in 
ways God intended. We all make something of the world 
we live in, for the better and for the worst. As Andy Crouch 
says, “The only way to change culture is to create more of 
it.” So what does wise consumption look like? How can 
you use the many gifts God has given you, be they 
monetary in nature, or time resources, or spiritual gifts 
and talents? 

Dear friends we have seen God’s provision in such 
powerful ways over this past year together. We have 
seen God grow our church family, adding new stories 
and new staff members who bring with them new gifts 
to bless our church family. We have seen over forty 
people in our New Members classes, representing 
families from around the world, young and old alike! 

We have also had the joy of experiencing new events 
and programs, like the drama, “Amahl and the Night 
Visitors,” and our Father’s Day Car Show.  

Consume 
wisely so you 
can  become a 
faithful steward 
of God’s 
resources.  
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Our Children’s Ministry, in particular, has shined this year 
with the joy of the Lord! Through Brandin Francabandera’s 
leadership, and now through David Russell’s leadership, we 
saw our largest ever Family Easter Egg Hunt with over 200 
children present,  and our largest VBS with 147 in 
attendance. The treasure of our heart at Christ Presbyterian 
Church is to be an intergenerational church that spiritually 
cares for and delights in people in every season of life!  

We cannot merely sustain all of our current vital 
ministries, we must grow and develop our outreach 
ministries so that our church can love its neighbors who 
live on both sides of Highway 10. Some of the ministries 
we desire to grow include several of our local missions 
focuses, as well as our church small groups that we call 

Connect Groups. Connect Groups meet throughout the 
community at different homes. We also have several 
fellowship opportunities throughout the year that meet 
on campus and off-campus that we would like to 
develop. We also desire to see our Care Ministries 
(Divorce Care, DC4K, GriefShare, Stephen Ministry, 
etc.) flourish next year.
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“VBS was ‘Powered Up’ with excitement that 
made learning the Bible so much fun!  Everyday 
my heart was full when I saw the faces of young 
children light up and crave the Love of Jesus.”  

Jenna Dunn,  
VBS Skit Character “Lady J”



so that we can continue to reach across Highway 10, to share 
the love and hope of Christ with young and old alike. 

To do that effectively we have to sustain our current vital 
ministries. Each year at Christ Presbyterian Church we see 
about 200-275 people in worship during the Summer 
months. That number grows during the late Fall through the 
early Spring to about 350-450 in weekly worship. To create 
and sustain the level of excellence we have in our worship 
services we rely upon your generous gifts.  

In order to give joyfully to the Lord we must become wise 
consumers, giving thought and care to what we spend 
ourselves upon. When we have already overextended 
ourselves in other areas of our life it is hard to be a cheerful 
giver. As the Apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 
9:7, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” My hope and prayer is that the Lord will go before 
each of you this coming year, that He will give you wisdom 
on how to consume wisely so that you can give cheerfully to 
the Lord’s work here at Christ Presbyterian Church. 

As your Pastor, I so appreciated our first year together. 
One of my favorite ministry moments with you from this 
first year was the Living Last Supper service that took 
place during Holy Week on Maundy Thursday.  

The passion and life of our Lord came alive in the  
dramatic performances, beautiful orchestra pieces, and 
the communion meal that were shared together as our 
Lord Jesus drew near to us! 
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“Through the use of vocal and instrumental music, 
dramatic readings and visual effects the Living Last 
Supper was the most dramatic service held at CPC last 
year. Culminating in Communion served by the 
disciples, the service involved costumed actors, 
dramatic lighting, a chamber orchestra, the Chancel 
Choir and the congregation in a moving and 
inspirational re-enactment of the Last Supper. ”  

Dr. David Wilson,  
Director of Worship



That was the question Laura M. Hartman asked in her 
book, The Christian Consumer. Hartman went on to answer 
that question by saying that “good Christian consumption” 
avoids consuming in ways that are sinful, rather it 
consumes the world in ways that embrace creation as a gift 
from God, in ways that lead to the love of our neighbors, 
and in ways that reflect the future God has planned for all of 
us.  

As we plan for the next year we want to encourage you to 
help us have the resources needed to love our neighbors 

“What does 
good 
Christian 
consumption 
look like?” 
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