Resurrection Relevance – Week 1 – “Recognizing Jesus”

The Walk to Emmaus
Luke 24:13-35 tells the story of Jesus meeting two disciples as they travelled home from Jerusalem to Emmaus. This took place later in the day on which Jesus was raised from the dead. These disciples, although not part of the inner circle, were present when the women who went to the tomb earlier reported that the tomb was empty and that two “men” told them that Jesus was alive. Luke does not report that they saw Jesus, so this story is the first resurrection appearance of Jesus in his described in his gospel. There is an indication at the end of this account that Jesus appeared to Peter sometime before the disciples hurried journey back to Jerusalem after they realized who had been with them on the road. 
One intriguing detail in this story is the remark that the two disciples on the road to Emmaus “were kept from recognizing” Jesus when he walked up to them. Scholars have argued about and discussed this for centuries. One possibility is that Jesus kept them from recognizing him until they were at table together for some reason. It is also possible that they did not recognize Jesus because they did not expect to see him at all because they knew that he was dead. Whatever the case, their inability or unwillingness recognize Jesus allowed them to freely share their doubts with the stranger who reached out to them as they struggled to figure out what next to do with their lives.
The identity of the two disciples has also been the subject of much discussion. One of them is identified as Cleopas, but the other is unnamed. Some early Christian writers thought that the other disciple was Cleopas’ wife. Whatever the case, these two disciples represent the response of Jesus’ closest followers to the first reports of the resurrection. They struggled to believe with their minds what their hearts knew to be true: Jesus was alive! There is much to learn from this story about the relevance of the resurrection of Jesus for our faith and our lives.
Opening Discussion:
1. Share one thing that you found helpful from Sunday’s message.

Study Time:
The two disciples on the road to Emmaus left Jerusalem after they heard the startling news that Jesus’ tomb was empty. They did not initially connect this news to Jesus’ teaching about his resurrection because they had not expected him to die before completing his mission, which according to their beliefs was the end of Roman rule in Judea. They struggled with their doubts and Jesus met them in that struggle.
1. Jesus asked the disciples what they were discussing as they walked along, fully aware of the content of their conversation. His question prompted them to open their hearts to him, sharing a summary of the events of the last few days and the reason for their dejection. They said that they had hoped Jesus was the one who would redeem Israel (v. 21). Their doubts arose from their preconceptions about the role of the Messiah.
 
a. What are some reasons why people have doubts about the resurrection of Jesus from the dead today?



b. Why is it important for us to share our doubts with Jesus?



c. What are some ways that we can help one another work through our doubts about Jesus?



2. The disciples failed to recognize Jesus when he approached them. This may have been because they did not expect to see him. It is also possible that Jesus kept them from recognizing him for some reason. Whatever the case, they were not looking for him because they knew that he was dead despite the evidence of the empty tomb and the testimony of the women.

a. Read Matthew 25:31-46. Reflect on what Jesus’ assertion that “whatever you did/did not do to the least of these…you did/did not do for me” says about looking for Jesus in others. 



b. What are some preconceptions that can keep us from recognizing Jesus in the people around us?



c. Seeing Jesus in others and being Jesus for others are part of what it means to continue his earthly mission and ministry. What are some ways that we can be Jesus for one another inside and outside the faith community?
