
  

 

/ “The Call” 
Winter 2022 

“Ordinary Time is Extraordinary!” - Rev. Mike Shirey 
 

Christmas 2021 is now in the past, but the Christmas season in the church continues 
until the Feast of the Epiphany, which is observed on January 2 this year. This the 
day when many Christians remember the visit of the Wise Men visited to the child 
Jesus in Bethlehem, which is recorded in Matthew 2:1-12. Epiphany concludes with 
the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord on the following Sunday. The Monday 
after the Baptism of the Lord is the beginning of what is traditionally called Ordinary 
Time. The name suggests that there is nothing significant about the days between 
Christmas and the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday, but that is not what it means. 
The word “ordinary” comes from the Latin word “ordinalis” which refers to numbers 
in a series. The Sundays in this church season are numbered to mark the passage of 
weeks between the special seasons of the year. 

 
Ordinary Time is extraordinary time because we use it to reflect on some of the most important 
elements of our faith and religious practice. Churches that follow the Revised Common           
Lectionary (https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu) read stories from the Gospels that focus on 
Jesus’ ministry and teaching. Here at CPC, we’re going to begin our observance of Ordinary Time 
with a five-week sermon series called Articles of Faith. This series will walk us through some of 
the foundational elements of faith. We’ll begin by looking at what it means to be the Body of 
Christ. Then we will examine faith as it relates to confession, repentance, forgiveness, and             
reconciliation. 

 
These sermons will be informative, inspiring, and 
practical. They will examine issues pertaining to how 
we relate to one another as faithful followers of    
Jesus. One key element is our identity as a family of 
faith. Reflecting on this topic will help prepare us for 
our observance of the season of Lent. Please join us 
as we journey through this extraordinary time of 
growth and learning as a family of faith. 

 
Thank You from the Shireys! 
 

The Shirey family would like to extend a heartfelt Thank You!!! To everyone 
who blessed us this year with cards and gifts in celebration of the Christmas 
season. We truly feel loved and appreciated here at CPC. 
 

Peace, Pastor Mike and Marje Shirey 
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CPC TRANSITION NEWS & UPDATES 
 

Our search team is hard at work looking for a Transitional (Interim) Pastor to lead CPC into the next 
stage in our life as a congregation. Elders Bill Armstrong, Claudia Honsberger, and Kyler Kenney have 
been working through a pool of candidates to identify the person God has chosen for this task. Please 
be in prayer for them. It looks like we could have someone in place by early Spring. Rest assured that 
we will do everything possible to make this a smooth and positive transition. 
 
Pastor Mike Shirey (Acting Head of Staff) Pastor John Nannery (Connect Groups leader), Pastor Stephen 
Roosa (Adult Education leader), and Pastor Bob Shelton (Prayer Team leader) are generously giving 
their time and energy to help with pastoral care, preaching, and other responsibilities. Pastors John, 
Stephen, and Bob are volunteers. Please take time to pray for them and offer them encouragement. 
 
Please do what you can to discourage rumors and gossip about CPC’s transition and the events leading 
up to it. We are doing everything we can to keep the congregation informed and sharing information as 
it becomes available. The following list may be helpful as you help one another understand what has 
happened, is happening, and will happen: 
 

• November 1, 2021: Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff submitted his formal letter of resignation to the             
 Session of Christ Presbyterian Church. 
• November 4, 2021: The Session met to receive Rev. Dr. Stiff’s resignation and voted to end his 

service with CPC effective November 5, 2021. 
• November 4, 2021: The Session voted to form a committee of three elders to conduct a search 

for a Transitional Pastor. 
• November 4, 2021: The Session, with the concurrence of Hope Presbytery, appointed Rev. Mike 

Shirey Acting Head of Staff until a Transitional Pastor is hired. 
• November 5, 2021: Rev. Dr. Stiff sent a letter to the congregation explaining why he was          

resigning. Copies of the letter were emailed and mailed to every member. If you did not receive a 
letter, or need another copy, please contact the church office. Speculation about the “real”       
reason for Pastor Tony’s departure is unhelpful and unwarranted. He resigned freely and was not 
under threat of being fired. 

 
The Transitional Pastor will likely be in place at least eighteen months. This person 
will lead us through a time of reflection, help us prepare to begin our search for a 
new Senior Pastor, lead us while we search, and guide us as we welcome our new 
pastor. If all goes as planned, we can expect this to happen no more than two years 
from the day Pastor Tony submitted his resignation, possibly sooner. There is no way 
to establish a more concise timeline at this stage in the process. Our role is to pray, 
remain faithful, and trust that God has a plan for our church. 

 
 

Nominating Committee News 
 

The Nominating Committee is busy contacting people to serve as Elders and Deacons for the next three 
years. A slate of officers will be presented to the congregation at our annual meeting, which will take 
place in February. Please pray for this committee as we work together to discern who God has selected 
to help lead CPC into the immediate future. 
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CONNECT GROUPS 

As we head towards 2022, we would like to start one or two new Connect Groups. Some of our existing ones 
are full. What we need is some new host homes. If you can provide the use of your home, I believe we will be 
able to populate a new group.   
 
Connect Groups are a great way to grow in your faith and to 
make some new friends who care about you and others, 
    
If you would like to be in a Connect Group, please email me at  
jcnannery@gmail.com. 
 
Pastor John Nannery 
Director of Connect Groups  

 
__________ 
 

Adult Education Class 
          _________ 
 

New Adult Education Classes Coming in January 2022! 
 
Class: An Exploration of John Ortberg’s Eternity Is Now in Session 
Facilitator: Ron Mulder 
Meeting Time:  Sundays at 10:30 starting January 30, 2022 
 
The evangelist in the tent shouted, "Believe in Jesus!"  It is a simple transaction, believe the right things, 
and you go to heaven.  It turns out this “consumer” Christianity is missing so much.  In Eternity Is Now in 
Session, John Ortberg digs into scripture to discover the bigger picture. 
  
It turns out that following and acting out the teaching of Jesus brings the good news of heaven down to 
earth right here, right now.  It means signing up to be one of Jesus' representatives, illustrating how    
Jesus would handle challenges you meet every day. This is exciting material for those of us tired of 
coasting along, thinking there is nothing more for us to do since we signed God’s “heaven promise.”  
  
This class will consist of six sessions — some of which include teaching videos of John Ortberg. Class 
members will read an assigned chapter before coming to the class so we will have plenty of time to share 
how some of the teachings could make a difference in your life.  
 
If anyone is interested in attending a class on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. prior to the Contemporary Service, 
please contact Mindy Brinker at mindy.brinker@yahoo.com.  

-  CONNECT -  

mailto:jcnannery@gmail.com
mailto:mindy.brinker@yahoo.com
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
January 8th:  This month we are working with the Men of IAM on the           
Recognition Dinner.  Don’t miss it! 
 
February 12th: We’ll be back to our Noon meetings.  Tentatively, we’ll have a 
visit from the Dream Center staff. 
 
Future Months: We’re planning our 2022 program and welcome your ideas. 
 

 
 

GRIEFSHARE, DIVORCECARE, &  
DIVORCECARE FOR KIDS (DC4K) 

 
These wonderful, caring ministries will start new 
13-week classes in January. These have been 
offered at CPC since 2008 and have been able to 
minister to many hurting people.  
These ministries reach out to the West Valley. 
Tell your friends and neighbors about these     
opportunities.   

 
 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) is opening up registrations for the spring          
semester! We have had a full and blessed fall semester with lots of learning, 
laughter, and new friendships. If you are a mom of a little one, (birth to five years 
old - MOPS) or a school aged child (five years old and beyond - MOPS Next) and 
are looking for a great way to build relationships with moms in the same season 
of life, come and check us out. We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of 
the month, from 8:30-10:30am. Childcare is covered in the cost of your             
registration. If you have any questions, please email Renee or Elena at  
christpresmops@gmail.com for more information or the registration link.  

 

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2021-22-mops-registration?
fbclid=IwAR3cBSNAD9qwIFqxw2tDsoZhjDALQY3EJOB3b-4Tp8Ypfcd71z1YdKDYsYw 

-  GROW -  

For more Information,  
contact 

Carol Phillips 
623-340-9205 

cphillips02@cox.net 

mailto:christpresmops@gmail.com
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2021-22-mops-registration?fbclid=IwAR3cBSNAD9qwIFqxw2tDsoZhjDALQY3EJOB3b-4Tp8Ypfcd71z1YdKDYsYw
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2021-22-mops-registration?fbclid=IwAR3cBSNAD9qwIFqxw2tDsoZhjDALQY3EJOB3b-4Tp8Ypfcd71z1YdKDYsYw
mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
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MEN OF IAM  
CPC Recognition Dinner:  Start the New Year with a fantastic evening.  
The Men of IAM and the Women’s Ministry invite you to an evening of 
food and fun in the Auditorium on Saturday, January 8th at 6 PM. 
 

• Social Distancing: Plenty of tables – room to spread out. 
 

• Dinner: Pulled pork and other meats with all the Fixins’ – you  
   don’t want to miss it.  Chef John Bakker will pull out all the stops! 

 
We are able to keep the ticket price down due to a very generous         
donation. Also, the Women’s Ministry will be donating yummy          
homemade desserts and salads.  The price is only $10 for Adults and $8 for Kids 5 – 12. 
 

• Volunteer Recognition:  We will take this opportunity to recognize the many invaluable Volunteers 
who have done so much over the past year. 

 

• Variety Show produced by Gary Miller:  Gary is putting together a Variety Show that will be great fun.  
Be sure to either be in it or watch it. 

 
Daily Devotional Our Daily Bread:  FREE from the Men of IAM.  Pick 
up a copy in the Coffee Room or the    Auditorium. 
 
Other Men of IAM News: 
 

• Monthly Breakfast: We’ll be back to our regular monthly format in February. 
 

• CPC Logo Clothing can be ordered in February.  Details will follow in the next Newsletter. 
 

• Car Show:  Giant Car Show on March 12th from 8 to Noon. 
 
 
 

FINANCE 

The finance committee intends to do a better job of keeping our church members informed on the financial 
position of the church which we hope to do monthly in 2022. With that said, our results thru November 30th 
are as follows: 
 

    Income for year   $527,923.01 
   Expenses               $564,317.04 
   Current Deficit     ($36,394.03)  
  

We believe that with a good offering in December we can finish the 
year in the black. We want to remind everyone of the matching gift 
of $27,000 which is good thru January 15th, 2022. Please designate 
“Matching Gift” on your giving to participate in this program so that 
we can use these matching funds on a dollar per dollar basis. 
  

CPC Finance Committee 

-  COMMUNITY -  

                             Get your     

                   tickets this  

           Sunday! 
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MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 
Thank you everyone. We donated 331 pounds of food to Agua Fria Food 
bank during our December food drive. 
 

Local Mission Opportunity! We are looking to partner with the Arizona 
Reservation Ministry team in Globe, AZ. We are looking to put together 
a team to do some work on the San Carlos Apache reservation for a few 
days. We are going to hold a short information session on Sunday       
January 23rd after 2nd service in the library. If interested in learning 
more, please come join us. 
 

Pick your Passion drop off bin – Did you know that we have a dedicated space to donate items. You can      
donate your travel size shampoos, conditioners, soaps and toothpaste to our Heavenly Hygiene project. You 
can also donate clothing and non-perishable goods anytime of the year. The bin is in the breezeway between 
the auditorium and the education building. 
 

Do you have a heart for giving or volunteering? Please reach out to me as I am looking to expand the         
outreach ministry team and find more ways that CPC can benefit our community. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Pam Bakker, Elder Mission and Outreach 
602-689-1122 or pambakker@ymail.com 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY NOTES 

Prayer Room – The Prayer Room has been returned to its earlier location in the  
Administration area, with access from the Sanctuary and the Administrative area. If 
you haven’t visited it yet, please do.  It has been reconfigured, so that a small group 
can gather for prayer, while others may come and go in the worship & prayer area.  
There are lots of Prayer Resources available; feel free to borrow any to enhance 
your personal prayer life.  Leave a note when you borrow something, so we know 
where  the  resource is.  It is our prayer that  many will  find the Prayer Room, itself,  
as a resource for them, personally. Begin a habit of stopping in the Prayer Room when you are at the church, 
and taking time to be in the Presence of the Lord.  A House of Prayer is a House of Power! 
 

After Worship Prayer – Thank you to the Prayer Team that has gathered to offer Prayer after Worship.  They 
are Wendy Neely, Barb Faler, Donna Gates, Janete Kibong-Yufenyuyi, Ron Cole, Bob Gates, and Bob Shelton.  
Others are welcome to join this group; if you are interested, please contact Bob Shelton.  Two or three of 
them are at the front of the Sanctuary and the Auditorium, following Worship.  If you have any need or 
praise, please feel free to join them in Prayer.  They will pray with you on the spot, or, if you desire, they will 
take you to the Prayer Room. 
 

Prayer Chain – There are so many ways to send prayers to the Prayer Chain – directly to the Prayer Chain via 
email to prayers@cpcgoodyear.org . Write out a Prayer Request on the Welcome Card in the Worship       
Centers or ask a member of the After Worship Prayer Team to put your Prayer Request on the Prayer Chain.  
Remember to send Updates to follow up your Request, and remember that “no change” is an Update.  If you 
are not a member of the Prayer Chain and would like to be a part of it, please inform Pastor Mike or Jenna. 
 

PEACE!  - Submitted by Bob Shelton 

-  SERVE -  

mailto:prayers@cpcgoodyear.org
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RESOURCES 
Online Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your  
giving needs. Easy to download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and 
events.  For instructions on how to download, please contact the office. 
 

Online Worship - If you are unable to join us for worship in person, please join us online. We offer the 
Traditional Service at 9am and the Contemporary Service at 10:30am. Log on to our Facebook page or 
YouTube channel and enjoy ‘worship distancing’ with your family and friends.  

Facebook: @cpcgoodyear / YouTube: CPCGoodyear  
 

Online Classes - Tune into our Facebook page for and interactive live class, Tuesdays at 10:30am with     
Pastor Mike. 
 

Church Office - The church office is open from Monday - Thursday, 9am - noon. Please contact the 
office to schedule an appointment.  
 

Church Library - There are many new books available in the library. Come and look! If you wish to read 
a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them. We      
currently do not have a way to check out books. Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  
There are several categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books. There 
are also several jig-saw puzzles available. If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them 
on the “returns” cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com).   
 

Calendar - Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  www.cpcgoodyear.org. 
The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also access the calendar on 
the ShelbyNext app.   
 
 
 

PROGRAMS 
Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our          
nonprofit organizations just by shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's 
Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in 
the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our 
church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ 
Church every time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember. 
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 

 
Amazon Smile for MOPS  - Please help our MOPS Ministry by 
setting up your Amazon purchases through Amazon Smile.  Step 
1: In your internet browser go to smile.amazon.com and log in 
using your Amazon credentials. Step 2: You’ll be directed to 

another screen, “pick your own charitable organization” enter “Christ Presbyterian Church Goodyear 
AZ ” then click “Search” and select. Step 3: You will be redirected and asked to check the box next to 
“Yes” then click “Start Shopping”  That’s it! You are now signed up for Amazon Smile! Just be sure to 
visit smile.amazon.com every time you      normally visit  Amazon to make sure your purchases have a 
portion of the price donated to CPC MOPS.  

 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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2 Neil & Charisma Guese 

3 John & Mindy Brinker 

6 Brandin & Laura Francabandera 

11 Sona & Marie Bokossah 

14 John & Carole Collier 

17 Eric & Shannon Post 

18 Richard & Jerri Orson 

19 Kelvin Neo & Delphine Hong 

27 Jeff & Marie White 

28 Tom & Brigitte Gill 

30  Paul Nsengiyumva &  

 Kabura Nahimana 

1 Eli Feller 
 Paul Nsengiyumva 
 Jim Staude 
 Richard Tanlaka 
 Celina Amboh Mugra 
2 Jason  Khoo 
3 Jo Ann Shepherd 
4 Dominque Taylor 
 Tanya Wright 
5 Ed Peck 
 Carol  Phillips 
 Abigail Post 
6 Matthew Smith 
9 Mindy Brinker 
 Rigo Espinoza 
 Greg Soyka 
 Jodi Wender 
 Keane Sandeen 
10 Samuel Enoh 
 Anna Haycock 
12 John Frauendiener 
 

13 January Espinoza 
 Janice Larson 
16 Sharon Offerdahl 
17 Tony Astemborski 
 Celeste Jain 
19 Dava Hendrickson 
20 Tira Winslow 
21 Susan  Outram 
 Aurora McBride 
22 Atanga Akah 
23 Vickie Chambers 
 Douglas Kirkpatrick 
 Ryan Annoh-Opong 
25 Matthew Eastman 
 Debbie Svoboda 
 Mary Ann Wood 
27 Skip Kalback 
 Beau Hackett 
28 Elijah Francabandera 
29 Angel  Gates 
31 Matthew Cardona 
 Tom Sweat 



 
925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
 
 
 
 
 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     
 
                 Church Office Hours 
      Monday - Thursday  9:00am - 12:00pm 
  

      Sunday Worship Hours 
  Traditional Service  9:00am 
       Contemporary Service  10:30am 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Acting Head of Staff / Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Joe Honsberger / Interim Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
joe.honsberger@gmail.com 

 

Charisma Luat-Guese / Director of Music - Contemporary Serv. 
charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Silas Ridgway / Director of Youth Ministries 
silas@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenessa Prigge / Director of Children’s Ministry 
jenessa@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

John Merrill / IT Director 
john@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Bob Nobis / Bookkeeper 
bob@cpcgoodyear.org / finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Austyn Damon / Director of Media Ministries 
austyn@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Malachi Delgado / Assistant Director of Media 
mr.malachi.delgado@gmail.com 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

CPC HAPPENINGS 
 

JANUARY 

8 MEN OF IAM - 8am 

8  WOMENS MINISTRY - 12p 

9  RECOGNITION DINNER - 6pm 

23  AZ RESERVATION MINISTRY  

 MEETING - 11:30am 
 

FEBRUARY 

12 MEN OF IAM - 8am 

12  WOMENS MINISTRY - 12p 

19  MORMORIAL FOR MAYBELL E &  

     DEAN SEHM - Time TBD 

 

MARCH 

12 MEN OF IAM - 8am 

12  WOMENS MINISTRY - 12p 

19 CONNECT GROUP DINNER        

 INVITATIONAL - 5:30pm 


