
  

/ “The Call” 
July 2020 

“Praying for those affected by COVID-19” Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
 

Many of us are starting to be personally touched by COVID-19, either with family 
members who have been affected, or with stories of work colleagues who have 
tested positive. Maricopa County has enacted a new set of guidelines on wearing 
face masks out in public. In times like this it is normal to want to reach out and 
care for those who are personally affected by COVID-19. It is frustrating not to 
know how you can care for others. One thing we can all do during this time, is to 
pray for those touched by COVID-19. World Vision has put together a prayer     
resource guide for you. You can find the full guide at their website here:  

https://www.worldvision.org/disaster-relief-news-stories/prayers-people-affected-new-coronavirus.  
 

Below are a few of the guided prayers World Vision has written that are becoming more and more timely for all of us 
to pray:  
 

Pray for people who are infected with COVID-19 or facing quarantine. 
Jesus, during Your ministry on Earth You showed Your power and caring by healing people of all ages and stations of life 
from physical, mental, and spiritual ailments. Be present now to people who need Your loving touch because of      
COVID-19. May they feel Your power of healing through the care of doctors and nurses. Take away the fear, anxiety, and 
feelings of isolation from people receiving treatment or under quarantine. Give them a sense of purpose in pursuing 
health and protecting others from exposure to the disease. Protect their families and friends and bring peace to all who 
love them. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

Pray for medical professionals, caregivers, and researchers responsible for fighting the new coronavirus. 
God, as more people get sick, healthcare workers and first responders are working  
longer hours with fewer supplies and with more risk of contracting the new coronavirus 
themselves. Renew their energy and sustain them on long shifts. Bring Your protection 
upon them as they work with patients. Multiply their supplies so they have the           
protective items needed to stay safe on the job. Inspire and invigorate the research   
doctors developing better tests to diagnose the virus, create vaccines to prevent it, and 
identify protocols to eliminate the disease’s spread. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

Pray for leaders responsible for making decisions about the new coronavirus. 
Father, we seek Your wisdom daily. Be with people making decisions that affect the lives 
and futures of our families, communities, countries, and the wider world. We pray that 
they communicate clearly, truthfully, and calmly — with each other and with the public 
— and that their messages are received and heeded. May truth and empathy be the 
touchstones of people setting policies for our protection. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Christ Church there are many other helpful guided prayers available through World 
Vision. I want to encourage you to continue to be in prayer during this difficult season.  

In This Issue 
 

Monthly Article     Cover 
 

Letters from our Pastors Page 2 
 

PERSONNEL   Page 4 
 

CONNECT   Page 5 
  

SERVE   Page 5 
Mission &  Outreach  
 

GROW   Page 6 
Care Ministries  
 

FINANCE  Page 7 
 

RESOURCES                         Page 7 
 

GRADUATES  Page 8 
 

BIRTHDAYS &   Page 9 
ANNIVERSARIES    

https://www.worldvision.org/disaster-relief-news-stories/prayers-people-affected-new-coronavirus


 2 

SENIOR PASTOR 
 

Dear Christ Presbyterian Church family,  
 
I hope you have been able to join us weekly online in several ways during this season. That you have 
been blessed by our daily pastor led prayers. That you have been challenged by our weekly Facebook 
Live classes on faith and hope. That you have been comforted and shepherded in our Connect Groups 
and by our monthly prayer chain phone calls.  
 

On June 21st we began Live-Streaming Worship 
Services, and we are working with a special  
Session created Task Team to explore how to 
safely reopen our church campus for smaller, 
socially distanced public worship gatherings. 
Your prayers for our Session and that task team 
are appreciated. As part of that work, I Moder-
ated a special Zoom Webinar with medical   
professionals that are serving on ECO church 
reopening task teams. You can see that webinar 
here (https://vimeo.com/429781664) to learn 
more about the questions we are raising as a 
Session.  

 
 
Starting on July 9th I will also begin a new          
Facebook Live Class on the Book of Acts, called, 
“Acts of the Holy Spirit.” This will be a thematic 
study through the book of Acts, looking at how 
the gospel of Jesus Christ spread across the       
ancient Roman world, and how it continues to 
spread across our world today. Don’t forget to 
continue to also join Pastor Mike for his weekly 
class on 1 Samuel on Tuesday’s. 
 
 
We are praying for you, please let us know if there is anything we can do to serve your family in this 
season.  
 
Grace and Peace in Christ be with you all, 
Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/429781664
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ASSISTANT PASTOR 
 

The Sign of the Cross 
 

18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,  
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV) 

 
If you’ve been participating in our online worship, you may have noticed the Pastors making the sign of 
the cross during the blessing at the end of the service. While some have found this meaningful, others 
have objected to it (strenuously in some cases, apparently). This article will briefly explore the history 
of the practice and offer some thoughts as to whether it is appropriate in our context. Let me begin by 
stating that the Bible makes no mention of the practice, meaning that our only guide for using it or 
avoiding it is found in Christian tradition. 
 
Scholars across the spectrum agree that the practice 
is ancient, going back at least to the late second 
century. This puts its origin in a time when the     
Roman Catholic Church as such did not yet exist. 
There was no papacy and no pope. Christians were 
struggling to establish the doctrines we take for 
granted these days including the Incarnation and 
the Trinity. Some the beliefs associated with      
practice today did not exist when it began to arise. 
 
The oldest mention of this practice is in the writings of Tertullian (AD 160-220). He strongly implies that 
the practice was established in the early church and used at baptism and the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper. Tertullian advocates its use as a way of remembering the cross of Jesus. Christians did not take 
issue with making the sign of the cross until the Reformation. They retained the practice even as they 
divided over doctrinal differences. 
 
Martin Luther and John Calvin, two of the earliest reformers, neither condoned nor condemned the 
practice. Luther mentioned it on one of his guides to prayer. Calvin appears to have mentioned it in 
connection with his criticism of Roman Catholic belief about the sacrament of Communion. The move-
ments that look back to Calvin as their spiritual father (including Presbyterians) rejected the practice 
because they found no basis for it in Scripture and were suspicious of any tradition associated with    
Roman Catholicism 
 
Stripped of any mystical connections, making the sign of the cross is no different than wearing a cross 
as a piece of jewelry or putting a cross sticker on your vehicle. If you wear a cross as a reminder of what 
Jesus suffered for your sake, then all is well. Objects often served as reminders in the ancient world, 
particularly in the Israelite religion, as they do today in Judaism and many expressions of Christianity. 
We pick and choose our symbols, often in ways based more on personal preference than reason. There 
is nothing sinful about making the sign of the cross, so long as it functions as a reminder of the cross of 
Jesus. It seems to me that in our day we need more reminders of the cross, not less. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Mike 
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PERSONNEL UPDATE 
 

The Personnel Committee, with the assistance of Men of IAM, staged a drive-by Staff Appreciation Event 
in the rear parking lot of the church on Saturday, May 30, 2020. It was a planned surprise. The Staff were 
told to arrive at 6:30 at the Raub and Libbie Randels’ home located in the development across the street 
from the church.  
 

Because of the coronavirus restrictions we were limited with how much contact we could have with each 
other, but we did the best we could. When it appeared that the staff had arrived and lined up in their cars, 
the Bakker family in their pickup truck, and Ed Peck in his pickup truck led the procession out onto       
Portland to Sarival and then south into the church parking area. 
 

As the procession approached the rear of the church property, they saw cars and people staged in the 
parking area with balloons, signs, waves and smiles. Token gifts of appreciation were given to each Staff 
person as they drove by the appreciation area.  
 

The Staff parked their cars and walked over to the congregation who had gathered. They waved and 
talked from a distance. Most were wearing masks. 
 

Pastor Tony, on behalf of the Staff, expressed appreciation to everyone who came. It is safe to say that 
most of the Staff were completely surprised. All in all, it was a brief moment when about 50 of the        
congregation gathered in 100+ degree together for the first time in almost 3 months to say a corporate 
thank you to those who have worked diligently to keep us connected as a community and lead us in     
worship and Bible studies through the wonders of electronics. 
 

Special thanks go to:  
Donna Peck and Debby Morrow - putting together the notes and gifts 
Brandin Francabandera – drone video 
Scott Phillips – photography 
John Reichert and Bob Gates – mobilizing the Men of I.A.M. 
Tom and Fe Rodriguez – Karaoke music 
 

Carolyn Weese and Pam Bakker, Personnel Co-Chairs 
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CONNECT GROUPS 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic all our Connect Groups are temporarily online using the Zoom app. This app allows 
us to see and hear each other through our laptops, ipads, and smartphones as we study the Bible and pray together. 
It is a great way to connect with others while we are physically isolated. 
 
If you would like to be in a Connect Group, please email me at jcnannery@gmail.com. 
 
John Nannery, Director of Connect Groups  
 
 

DEACON MINISTRY 
During the campus closure, the Deacons have continued to be in prayer for our church communities and available to 
those who have needed assistance. Now with the church office partially open, food boxes are available to pick up 
during office hours to anyone who is in need of food. We are still accepting non-perishable items to replenish our 
food pantry. Also, we are resuming at home visits to anyone who is in need of a Pastoral/Deacon visit, with proper 
social distancing and safety measures. For more information, please contact Pastor Mike Shirey or the church office.  
 
We pray that you are all safe, healthy and well. 
 
Charisma Guese, Deacon Moderator 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
These past few months have been challenging for Food For The Hungry. The pandemic has had a major impact on 
their ability to find sponsors. Right now they have 43,861 children waiting for a sponsor. Some of those children are 
in Los Aguas, the village we partner with. If you have not yet sponsored a child, or would like to add an additional 
child in our village, contact Mitch Jackson at litehaus13@gmail.com or Stacy 
Spetter, stacy.spetter@gmail.com. Or to sponsor a child somewhere else in 
the word you can go to FH.org/OneMoreChild and choose a child from the 
website. Child sponsorship makes a wonderful difference in the life of a child. 
 

Knitting for the Needy:  
This month 45 handmade hats were delivered to the airmen at Luke Air Force Base right here in Buckeye. Most of 
the hats will be used for the airmen on night maneuvers in the desert when the nights get chilly. It’s gratifying to 
know the hats stayed right here in our community. 
 

Please note: September 15th will be the last pick up for donated items. Our ministry will close at that time. We will  
finish strong with many hats going around the world  in the Christmas shoeboxes. Cotton washcloths have been    
reserved to be included in the next trip to Haiti. Please contact Jan Shaffer at cpcknits@gmail if you want information 
about making individual donations. 
 

Sydney Roosa, Elder –Mission & Outreach 

-  CONNECT -  

-  SERVE -  

mailto:jcnannery@gmail.com
mailto:litehaus13@gmail.com.
file:///I:/Newsletters/Newsletters%202020/7%20Jul/stacy.spetter@gmail.com
file:///I:/Newsletters/Newsletters%202020/7%20Jul/FH.org/OneMoreChild
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CARE MINISTRIES 
 
Women’s Ministry:  We are starting a Ladies Only Connect Group.  We will 
initially use John Nannery’s Ephesians study.  We will meet weekly, initially 
on Zoom, at a day/time that works for the attendees.  If you would like to 
be a part of this, please contact Carol Phillips. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by their Stephen Leaders to offer care to people who are 
hurting. A Stephen Minister typically has one care receiver at a time and meets with that person once a week for 
about an hour. 
 
Care receivers are individuals in the congregation or community who are going through a crisis or life difficulty.     
Potential care receivers first meet with a pastor or Stephen Leader, who assesses their needs for care and matches 
them with a Stephen Minister. The caring relationship lasts for as long as the need persists. 
 
Our Stephen Ministers are equipped and empowered to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to 
people who are hurting. Stephen Ministers are trained to listen without judgment, providing a safe context in which 
people can process what is happening in their lives. They do this with the support of the Stephen Leaders through 
regular supervision and support. 
 
You can help in this ministry in two important ways. First, pray for our Stephen Ministry, our Stephen Ministers, and 
our Leadership Team. Second, help us identify people who may benefit from a Stephen Minster relationship. Contact 
Pastor Shirey or a member of our Leadership Team if you have questions or know of a potential care receiver. 
 
Leadership Team: Donna Gates, Shirley Lambert, Chuck Seely, Bill Snook, Pastor Shirey 

-  GROW -  

For more Information, contact 
Carol Phillips, 

623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

mailto:cphillips02@cox.net
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FINANCE &  
STEWARDSHIP TEAM  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

June 30, 2020 YTD Income $270,579.45 
June 30, 2020 YTD Expenses $314,377.11 
June 30, 2020 YTD Deficit $43,797.66 
Mortgage Debt $1,783,397.48 
 

The chart shows how CPC’s expenses are  
allocated: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions or comments to:  
finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 
*End of month deposit pending 

RESOURCES 
Online Giving - Have a recurring pledge, tithe or a one time gift? Use the ShelbyNext app for all your  giving needs. Easy to 
download, user friendly, and helps keep in touch with your church family and events.  For instructions on how to download, 
please contact the office. 
 

Online Worship - Join us online for Sunday Worship. We are Live-Streaming Tradition Service @ 9am and Contemporary     
Service @ 11am. Log on to our website, Facebook or YouTube with your family and friends and continue ‘worship distancing’. 
Refer to the flyer on back page for days and times of daily prayer, and Bible studies. 
 

PROGRAMS 
Fry’s Community Rewards Program - Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just by shopping at Fry's? It's 
easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, 
and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, 
you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…   
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 
 

Amazon Smile for MOPS  - Please help our MOPS Ministry by setting up your Amazon purchases through Amazon Smile.  Step 
1: In your internet browser go to smile.amazon.com and log in using your Amazon credentials. Step 2: You’ll be directed to 
another screen, “pick your own charitable organization” enter “Christ Presbyterian Church Goodyear AZ ” then click 
“Search” and select. Step 3: You will be redirected and asked to check the box next to “Yes” then click “Start Shopping”  
That’s it! You are now signed up for Amazon Smile! Just be sure to visit smile.amazon.com every time you normally visit    
Amazon to make sure your purchases have a portion of the price donated to CPC MOPS.  

-  GROW -  

Weekly Giving - Weeks of 3/1 - 6/28/2020 
(General & Loose Offering) 

Week  
Beginning 

General  
Fund  

Offering 

Loose 
Offering 

Total Rolling  
4-week  
average 

3/1/20 $16,720 $258 $16,978 $10,553 

3/8/20 $9,343 $302 $9,645 $11,490 

3/15/20 $8,105 $86 $8,191 $10,794 

3/22/20 $9,815 $0 $9,815 $11,157 

3/29/20 $6,435 $0 $6,435 $8,522 

4/5/20 $13,463 $200 $13,663 $9,526 

4/12/20 $9,873 $20  $9,893 $9,952 

4/19/20  $8,060  $0    $8,060 $9,513 

4/26/20 $5,263 $0 $5,263 $9,220 

5/3/20 $14,572 $0 $14,572 $9,447 

5/10/20 $7,001  $0 $7,001 $8,724 

5/17/20  $9,427  $0 $9,427 $9,066 

5/24/20  $3,007  $0 $3,007 $8,502 

5/31/20 $6,327  $0 $6,327 $6,441 

6/7/20 $8,969  $0 $8,969 $6,933 

6/14/20  $4,744  $0 $4,744 $5,762 

6/21/20  $5,783  $0 $5,783 $6,456 

*6/28/20  $1,954  $0 $1,954 $5,563 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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of 
2020 

Class 

Abigail (Abby) Swoboda, graduated from Bellevue West High school in Nebraska.  She will 
attend the University of Nebraska Omaha majoring in Biomedical Sciences.  She plans to then 
attend the Med School at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, working toward both an 
MD and a PhD.     - Granddaughter of Scott Phillips 
 
Adrian Madrid, graduated from Mesquite High School, Gilbert AZ.  He is continuing his 
studies with East Valley Institute of Technology to become a Certified Nursing Assistant then 
pursue to become a Registered Nurse.  He currently works in an assisted living facility as a 
Medical Assistant.     – Nephew of Shaun & Jenna Dunn 
 
Angela Robinson, graduated from Northern Arizona University. She was awarded a Bachelor 
of Science in Communication Sciences and Disorders.     – Daughter of Soonja Robinson 
 
Austin Harrison, graduated from Cal State San Marco with a BA Psychology.      
- Grandson of Pete & Linda Lamphere 
 
Caroline Uffelmann, graduated from Blair High School in Nebraska.  She will attend Arizona 
State University majoring in Criminal Justice.     - Granddaughter of Scott Phillips 
 
Emanuele James Amore, graduated from Albany High School, CA, Honors. Headed to UC 
Davis.     - Grandson of Bonnie & Gary Miller 
 
Joshua Harrison, graduated from Azuza Pacific University with a major in Practical Theolo-
gy.  He is employed by Riedel Communications.     – Grandson of Nancy & Jerry Treece 
 
Juliana Harrison, graduated from Saddleback Valley Christian School.  She will be attending 
San Diego State University to major in Kinesiology, with an emphasis in pre-PT; she will also 
be on the diving team at SDSU.     – Granddaughter of Nancy and Jerry Treece 
 
Justin Harrison, graduated Seattle Pacific University with a Bachelor of arts in History, with a 
focus in Museum Studies.  In the fall he will be attending Indiana University to obtain a degree 
in Library Science.     – Grandson of Nancy & Jerry Treece 
 
Madison Hedges, graduated from Agua Fria High School, with honors. She is going to Arizo-
na State University in the fall. She was accepted into Barrett, The Honors College and the Ira A 
Fulton College of Engineering. She is pursuing a degree in Electrical Systems Engineering and 
a minor in Astrophysics.     - Daughter of Mark & Diane Hedges 
 
Madison Madrid, graduated from Arizona State University with a Bachelor’s of Bio Medical 
Science.     – Niece of Shaun & Jenna Dunn 
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1 Jill Gates 
 Amber Soyka 
2 Rebecca Anderson 
4 Gary Miller 
 Jan Kordell 
5 Kossi Attila 
 Cheryl Dickerson 
6 Janet Wielhouwer 
7 Ron Dickerson 
8 Sarah Eagan 
 Judy Sinor 
10  Lawrence Annoh-Opong 
 

 

11 Leeann Astemborski 
 Gloria Hauser 
12 Eveline Mah 
13 Benjamin Fon 
 LeeAnne Holmes 
 Jane O'Hearn 
 Sydney Roosa 
14 Juliene Wallace 
15 Shaun Dunn 
 Rudi Roldan 
 Linda McKinnon 
17 Bruce Wright 
 Bob Enoch 
 Marvin Larson 

20 Will Bennett 
 Ariana Flatt 
21 Doris Tih 
22 Trish Kile 
 Marje Shirey 
23 Rex Lambert 
25 Jennifer Cardona 
26 Bill Snook 
 Nancy Treece 
29 Dwight Mims 
30 Bob Shelton 
 Diane Lawrence 
31 Parnell Murphy 

1 Rich & Sue Brumbaugh 
 Dan & Rebecca Swille 
9 Russell & Mary Schultz 
11 Ron & Cheryl Dickerson 
12 Frank & Ronda Hackett 
19 Mark & Cassie Bank 

19 Ron & Line Sauer 
 Ken & Sharon Schmitz 
20 Steve & Leanne Hawkins 
30 Marty & Mary Garrison 



 
 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
 
 
 
 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours: 
                         Tue - Thur, 9am - noon  
                 Pastors available by appointment only 
 
Sunday Online Worship @ 9am & 11am 
Daily Prayer on Facebook Mon-Fri @ 9:30am & 6pm 
Bible Studies on Facebook Tue & Thur @ 10:30am 

STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music - Traditional Serv. 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Charisma Luat-Guese / Interim Director of Music  
Contemporary Serv. 

charisma.luat@gmail.com 
 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Director of Music Performance 
vserebriakoff@gmail.com 

 

Jenessa Prigge / Director of Youth Ministry 
jenessa@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Nichole Soyka / Director of Children’s Ministry 
nichole@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

John Merrill / IT Director 
john@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Bob Nobis / Bookkeeper 
bob@cpcgoodyear.org / finance@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn / Church Administrator 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Austyn Damon / Publications & Media Director 
austyn@cpcgoodyear.org 


