
 

Our Summer Sermon Series: Jonah and the Whale 

Coming in June after Father’s Day we will begin a new sermon series called “Jonah and 
the Whale.” This series will be expository, meaning it will move thought by thought 
through the entire book of Jonah. It will end in August. We will explore two questions in 
this series: Why does God call each of us to share the hope of salvation with others? And, 
why are we at times reluctant to share His hope with others? 
 
Jonah is one of those unique biblical characters that stirs the imaginations of adults and 
children alike. Who is this strange prophet that refused to share God’s grace with the city 
of Nineveh? Who is this unfaithful prophet that was swallowed up by the ‘great fish’ much 
to the giggles and delight of listening children throughout the ages? Who is this man 
whose Hebrew name, ‘Yonah’, literally meant ‘dove’, a messenger of salvation (see the story 
of Noah in Genesis 8)?  
 
The story of Jonah reminds us that even though we are called to be messengers of God’s 
grace, we continue to need the very grace we tell others about. Each of us needs God’s  
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grace to empower us to love our neighbors in the midst of significant religious, ethnic, or 
moral differences. Each of us needs God’s Spirit to give us courage to live out our faith 
before a world in desperate need of grace. The story of Jonah teaches us that sometimes 
God has to take us down to the depths to remind us that HIS GRACE IS FOR 

EVERYONE….even for our Nineveh’s, those hard to love people that God has placed in 
each of our lives.  
 
If you would like to do a personal study of the book of Jonah during the months of June 

to August, below are a few suggested resources. 
 

The Prodigal Prophet by Timothy J. Keller 
 
Salvation Through Judgement and Mercy by Bryan D. Estelle 
 
Man Overboard: The Story of Jonah by Sinclair B. Ferguson 

 
Here are two Jewish commentaries on Jonah, 
 

Jonah and the Meaning of Our Lives by Rabbi Steven Bob  
 
Jonah the Reluctant Prophet by Erica Brown 

 

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 
 

 

Did you know?

 

 

(“Did you know?” is a monthly column focused on Pastor Tony sharing updates with you 
on changes in the life of our church. It is one of two great ways to learn about changes at 
Christ Church). 
 
In this month’s, “Did you know?” we will look at the practice of vestments and how 
churches observe the Liturgical Year. 
 
Did you know that Catholics, Protestants, and Eastern Orthodox traditions all embrace 
the use of vestments (clergy robes, stoles, etc.), and they all follow the Liturgical Year?  
 
It is important to note that there is no perfect way to use vestments in a worship service, 
likewise there is no perfect way to observe the Liturgical Year. Each of the major 
Christian Traditions adopt these practices in a variety of ways. For example, within the 



 

Protestant Tradition there are churches that do not observe the season of Epiphany, and 
there are churches that do not observe Ash Wednesday and churches that do. 
Furthermore, many non-denominational megachurches do not observe the Liturgical Year 
at all. At Christ Church we have chosen to observe the Liturgical Year by following the 
calendar offered in The Book of Common Prayer. It also determines the sermon passages 
and the Old and New Testament scripture readings we use in our worship services during 
Advent, Lent, and Pentecost. 
 

Catholics, Protestants, and Eastern Orthodox traditions often symbolize their observance 
of the Liturgical Year through the use of colors and icons in the vestments worn by those 
who lead worship services. The practice of vestments began very early in the life of the 
church. Originally vestments were “derived from the formal secular dress of the Roman 
Empire” (The Study of Liturgy, W. Jardine Grisbrooke). During the Protestant Reformation 
two distinctive approaches toward the use of vestments emerged. Martin Luther and his 
followers embraced wearing vestments (this is true of most churches in the Lutheran 
tradition today). John Calvin and his followers embraced simplicity and therefore chose to 
abolish the use of vestments (this is true of some churches in the Reformed tradition 
today). Many Presbyterian churches have chosen to follow Luther’s practice over Calvin’s. 
They do this in part because the latter Reformed movement in Geneva, Switzerland 
adopted a simple black robe which today is know as “the Geneva robe.” 
 
Did you know that it was not until the Medieval Period that vestments became a common 
practice for church choirs? It is true. Choir vestments were modeled after monastic ‘habits’ 
used within monasteries across Europe. Today, the pastor’s vestments used within 
Presbyterian churches also include colorful stoles that symbolize moments in the life of 
Christ observed in the Liturgical Year. The Liturgical Year moves from Christ’s birth during 
the season of Advent, to his early ministry during the season of Epiphany, to his passion 
during the season of Lent, to his ascension and the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. The 
time after Pentecost is referred to as Ordinary Time. To mark these seasons in the life of 
Christ, the pastors in our Traditional Worship Service at Christ Church wear ‘stoles’, 
colorful clothes draped over the shoulders of their robes. Stoles follow specific color 
patterns for each season in the Liturgical Year. For Advent we wear blue stoles, for Lent we 
wear purple stoles, for Pentecost we wear red stoles, for Christmas Eve and Epiphany and 
Easter we wear white stoles, and for Ordinary Time we wear green stoles. We also decorate 
our communion table with the same colors and our cross. During our summer months 
from May to September we do not wear vestments.  
 
For those who would like to learn more about the Liturgical Year please consider reading 
one of the following resources.  
 

Living the Christian Year: Time to Inhabit the Story of God by Bobby Gross 
 
Christ in the Gospels of the Liturgical Year by Raymond E. Brown 
 
The Origins of the Liturgical Year by Thomas J. Talley 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 
 



 

 Associate Pastor  
         

FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

30 HOUR FAMINE: The 18 Credo students and youth leaders who participated in the CPC 

Tenth Annual Thirty Hour Famine on April 26-27 would like to thank you for your faithful 

prayers and generous support.  The lock-in event went off without a hitch and without a 

single person getting ill from the effects of a 30 hour fast from food.  That is a first in ten 

years!  In total, your incredible generosity resulted in $5500 being donated to World 

Vision’s fight against global hunger in children.  This far exceeded our goal of $4000 

and will feed 138 children for an entire month!  May the Lord bless each of you who 

supported our group in any way.  As part of our lock-in experience, the teens received 

much education on issues related to poverty and hunger worldwide and specifically in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The team also spent nearly 4 hours taping and 

painting the church kitchen.  The team broke their fast after 30 hours by first trying 

“Plumpy Nut” (a staple in the field for getting “fast nutrition” into the bodies of 

malnourished children) and then partaking in a light lunch of chicken noodle soup, 

chicken tenders and bean burritos.   

 

AN “ON THE RECORD” GOODBYE FULL OF GRATITUDE: At the end of May, the CPC 

family and office staff will say goodbye to two more amazing ladies (and real saints if you 

ask me!) who have done more for our church than we can possibly even begin to fathom.  

Holli and January, thank you for your faithful service unto our Lord and on behalf of the 

CPC family.  You each brought great enthusiasm, and like Arlene who departed before you 

(and all the dedicated women who have served in the office prior to your time there), you 

served each day with a “can do” and contagious spirit.  You consistently worked harder 

than what the job required and never complained when the job at hand was outside of 

your job descriptions.  You reflected the light of Christ that was within you.  You believed 

in the value of serving as a team.  Above all, you always made the people of CPC and even 

those from the local community a priority as you lavished Christ-like love, grace, patience, 

compassion and timely assistance upon all who came through the office door.  In many 

ways, you even did this at the expense of your own health.  I am truly a better person and 

pastor because of the love, encouragement, support and accountability you have shown 

me over the years.  You and your families will always be family to my family and me.  What 



 

a joy and a privilege it has been to co-labor in Christ alongside you.  I know our Lord has 

amazing things in store for you in the next “season” of serving Him, for He is not done with 

either of you!  And, like the Apostle Paul, I am confident of this, that “he who began a good 

work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).  

From the bottom of my heart, “thank you” and may the Lord truly be glorified and bless 

you for your faithfulness to Him! 

            

                WE NEED YOU! PLEASE DON’T DELAY AND SIGN UP TODAY!    

    On Saturday, June 29, Christ Presbyterian Church has secured 

    40 spots at Feed My Starving Children (Mesa, AZ) from 11:30am 

    to 1:30pm to pack meals to be shipped to hungry children all over 

the world.  This is our biggest commitment level and undertaking to date and we need to 

fill all these spots!  At present, we have 7 people signed up – 4 of which are the Everett 

family!  This will be our last chance as a family to serve alongside each of you and we 

could not be more privileged or honored to end our ministry at CPC in this way!  Please 

email or contact Sydney Roosa or the church office to reserve your spot or to secure more 

information.  Additional information will be shared in the weeks ahead as well in terms of 

car-pooling, what to wear, expectations, etc.  This is a fun-filled event and certainly one in 

which the whole family can participate (ages 5 and up!).  Our goal is to staff 4 stations at 

Feed My Starving Children and to pack 1000 meals!  We can’t do it without you and where 

else can you “rock a hairnet” for 2 hours!?     

 

~Pastor Brett 

 
Assistant Pastor  
 

You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. (Psalm 18:27 NIV) 

Jesus: “For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 18:14 NIV) 

Hope is a funny thing. It is most often focused on the future, which is a slippery thing to 

grasp. Jesus spoke often of the future, characterizing it in terms of what we could expect 

both near and long-term with respect to life in the Church/Kingdom of God. Religious 

people of every faith tend to focus on religion as the means to gain whatever will help 

make life easier. This is largely a modern phenomenon given that in the ancient would the 

main purpose of religion was to help determine where one ended up after death. While we 

might argue that this is the case today, most people view religion as simply one more 

service provider. They are concerned mostly with what religion can do to make their lives 

comfortable. 

More than one hundred years ago (1902) a Chicago newspaper columnist names Finley 

Peter Dunne opined that it was the duty of newspapers to comfort the afflicted and afflict 



 

the comfortable. It didn’t take long for American Christianity to appropriate this phrase to 

describe the tension between God’s mercy and judgement. It is an adequate 

characterization, although not one that many Christians today find compelling. We want 

God to be merciful because we want to live on our own terms while paying, at best, lip-

service to what God wants us to do. At the same time, we reject the notion that God is 

judgmental, choosing instead to embrace the false assertion that God is a God of 

forgiveness, not a God of judgment. We want to be comforted, believing it to be our just 

due because of our, sometimes dubious, claims to be followers of Jesus, while rejecting 

the idea that God would ever want to afflict us for any reason whatsoever. 

 

Harsh? Perhaps. But recent events locally, nationally, and worldwide make it clear that 

the time of “comfortable Christianity” is nearing its end. This is not necessarily bad. 

Comfortable Christians have created, willingly or not, an environment in which the 

innocent have been abused, good people have been destroyed spiritually and emotionally, 

and congregations have closed their doors with increasing frequency. The afflicted are 

further afflicted and the comfortable find more and more ways to increase their comfort. 

This isn’t what Jesus wants from his followers. Those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, one way or another, while those who humble themselves will be exalted. This 

isn’t a comfortable or an easy message, but it the essential truth for those who claim to be 

followers of Jesus. 

 

Comfort comes to those who devote their lives to serving Jesus, not to those who mainly 

seek their own comfort. This is a difficult truth to hear, but one that is nonetheless true. 

Christianity is not about getting what I want to make me happy; it is about doing what 

Jesus wants to make him happy. It is a simple choice. Which do you value more: your 

happiness, which will last while you are alive, or Jesus’ happiness, which will last 

forever? 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey 
 

 

 

 

Music Ministry  
 

 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR 

      Last week we learned that beloved members of our staff are leaving us, so I want to 

take this opportunity to honor and thank these amazing servants of God who have been 

so supportive of me and the music department. I could not have accomplished a thing 

without their help and support. With each departure the hole in my heart is becoming 

ever wider. 

 



 

      Pastor Brett Everett: When I interviewed for the Director of Music position I sat down 

with Brett for a two hour chat. Immediately I sensed what a very special and truly gifted 

man he is. A spiritual mentor, a brilliant teacher, dynamic preacher, devoted colleague 

and beloved friend, Pastor Brett has been all these things and more to me. No matter what 

crazy idea I had his attitude was always “we can do that.” His Christ-like spirit 

encompasses all he does. His work with our youth, his zeal to lead missionary trips, his 

true devotion to all who come to CPC for aid and assistance, his willingness to counsel all 

who enter his door have been such an inspiration to me, the choir, the music department 

and I am sure to you as well. I know that God has great plans for him and his family, but 

I will so miss his wisdom, guidance and bear hugs. 

 

 Heidi Gray: Heidi has been the spiritual and musical leader of the Contemporary 

Worship Service since its inception. Her gifts as a singer, musician, director and worship 

leader have propelled the 10:30 service from a handful to a roomful. You only have to 

witness her leading the songs to see how God shines through everything she does. Her 

warm gracious spirit and deep abiding faith have infused this service with the love that 

only Christ can give. Special thanks to Michael also for all the ways n which he made the 

Contemporary Service so successful. I wish Heidi, Michael and their family every blessing 

as they move on to the next phase of their spiritual life.   

 

 Arlene Aamot: As Pastor Brett so beautifully expressed, where would we be without 

Arlene’s infectious spirit and room-lighting smile. The number of times I called her at the 

last minute to make a change in the anthem or hymn is legendary, and yet with grace and 

love she always forgave me. Arlene was not only a force in the office but in the life of our 

church as well. I will greatly miss popping into her office for a chat and a tootsie roll. God 

speed! 

 

 Holli Bishop: Help! I would cry as I jammed the copy machine for the fifth time that 

day and Holli would come running. Always ready to help, she was a fountain of 

knowledge. If I had a problem or question I could always count on Holli to help me find 

the answer. She not only masterly managed the office but was always there to assist 

anyone who came in the door. Her grace, whit, laughter and charm cast a magic spell over 

all who worked with her. Blessings! 

 

 January Espinoza: Always there to assist me with my financial requests, to create a 

much needed check or to help me balance my accounts, January has been such a joy to 

work with. Beautiful inside and out, her quiet demeanor and radiant smile greeted me 

each time I entered her office. When I needed help she would drop what she was doing 

solve my problem, and then we would talk about family, vacations or pets. Go with God! 

 

 I know you will join me in expressing thanks to these amazing Servants of God. How 

blessed we were to have them in our midst.  

Can I have an “Amen” to that? 

 



 

P.S.  Summer is almost here, and that means the All-Church Summer Choir will soon be 

in operation. At most churches the choir goes on vacation, but at CPC we have a different 

tradition. Our choir sings every time we gather to worship. As I tell the choir, God doesn’t 

take a Sunday off and neither do we. During the summer months the anthem for the 9:00 

o’clock service is provided by you the congregation. How does that work? I invite all who 

have a love of music and a willingness to add their voice to take part. The plan is simple. 

Meet at 8:30 Sunday morning in the Choir Room to rehearse the music. Sit in the 

congregation with friends and family, then at the anthem time come forward and lift your 

voice in praise. Choir members who are in town will join you, so there are always have 

plenty of strong singers to guide you. I hope you will plan to join us and experience the joy 

of leading the congregation in worship. 

 

May I have another “Amen” to that?  

 

Dr. David Wilson,  

Director of Music 

Dear CPC Family,  

 

 As we experience some staffing changes in our church, the Staff and  

Session want to acknowledge that our church offices would not be the same without the 

service of Holli, January, and Arlene. We wish all of them well in their next endeavors.  

 We’ve all been blessed by the faithful ministry of Pastor Brett and Heidi Gray, and 

we want to celebrate them well. Please mark your calendars for June 23rd when we will 

celebrate Pastor Brett and Heidi Gray and their families. The celebration will take place in 

the Atrium following each worship service. We  

invite everyone to join us. 

 I want to take this opportunity to also introduce to you two new Office Staff. The 

first is Jenna Dunn, our new Office Assistant. She has been faithfully working in our 

church offices for a number of weeks now. Jenna came to us through our MOPS Ministry. 

She is excited to support our church body. I am also happy to introduce to you Remada 

Smith who is our new Office Manager. Remada is new to the greater Phoenix area - like 

many of you she relocated to be close to her children. She is excited to learn more about 

our church family and our office needs and to help us continue with excellence.  

 Our Staff and Session are excited about what the Lord is continuing to do through 

CPC in the West Valley as our church reaches across the 10 to love our neighbors for 

Christ!  

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Tony 



 

GROW  

DEACON MINISTRY 

 
Rebecca (Becky) Anderson—Care Community  #6 

I was born in Iowa and raised in Douglas, AZ.  I was one of 6 kids – my brothers both live 

in AZ while my surviving sister lives in IA.  My husband, Judson, and I moved from 

Aurora, CO to AZ City (10 miles south of Casa Grande) 16 years ago.  We moved to 

Avondale in 2010.  We are retired – me as a CPA and Judson as a psychiatrist.  I play 

mahjong weekly, a MMORPG daily, but spend 4 days a week watching my amazing 4 year 

old granddaughter, Katie, while her mom is in school.   

Good friends invited us to come to CPC for the Christmas Eve service in 2011 and we 

found our church home.  We joined in 2015.  I was called on to become a deacon this year 

and am looking forward to serving in that capacity. 

 

The coffee hour schedule for June is as follows:  

 June 2nd Keith Faler Group 1 faler@cox.net 

 June 9th Bob Gates  Group 10 dgates316@aol.com  

 June 16th James Carter Group 11 james.daniel.carter@gmail.com  

 June 23rd Ronda Hackett Group 3  soonergrlnaz@gmail.com  

 June 30th Stacy Spetter Group 2 stacy.spetter@gmail.com 

 

Did you know? 

The Board of Deacons is known as the CARING ARM of the church.  Our ministries are 

designated as: Caring, Fellowship and Support.  We meet every 2nd Monday of the month.  

Our first meeting with the new Deacon Board was on May 13., where we reaffirmed our 

commitment to PRAY and CARE for our communities.  If you have a need or assistance 

that we may be able to help you with, please let your Deacon know.  You should have 

received your new Deacon letter with their information.  You may also contact Charisma 

Guese (charisma.luat@gmail.com) or Pastor Mike Shirey with any questions.  We look 

forward to supporting you this coming year! 

 

Charisma Luat Guese,  

Moderator Board of Deacons  

   

 

 



 

COMMUNITY 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

The next New Member Class will be  

Sunday, June 9, 2019 in room 204B.    

A light lunch is provided and, if needed, childcare.  

 

New members will be welcomed on Sunday, June 23, at the service of their choice. Please 

indicate your interest in participating in the class by completing the Welcome card in the 

chairback on Sunday or calling the office at 623-882-0721. 

 

Also, feel free to attend the class if you just want more information about CPC. There is no 

pressure to become a member on the day you attend class. 

 

Fe Rodriguez  

Elder Congregational Development 

 

 

UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS 

Information on upcoming classes and events are posted on the Ministry Resource Wall in 

the Sanctuary foyer area. Come take a look! 

 

CARING MINISTRIES: 

During the Summer, both GriefShare and DivorceCare are having 

get-togethers about every three weeks.  This enables the 

participants to keep in touch.  The format is informal with lots of 

food.  The DivorceCare parents are encouraged to bring their kids. 

 

We are still looking for people to train as Co-facilitators for 

GriefShare.  Please pray about this matter.  Perhaps He will speak 

to your heart.  If so, please contact me. 

 

These classes will start a new semester right after Labor Day.  It 

will be 14 weeks long.  This is the usual 13-week course plus an 

extra class entitled “Surviving the Holidays”. 

                For more Information, contact 

                         Carol Phillips, 

       623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

 



 

MEN OF I.A.M. 

   June Bible Study led by Pastor Tony – Join us on June 8th for the 

   best $5 breakfast in town (last month was French Toast!) followed 

   by our Bible Study led this month by Pastor Tony.   

   We’ll meet at 8 AM in the Atrium. 

 

Pastor’s topic is: "Called: Coming to terms with God's calling on your life"  It will be a 

short study/conversation on the prophetic call narratives, how the prophets over the 

span of their careers grew into the calling that God clearly gave them at the 

beginning of their 'life books'. It will be a tie into the Jonah Sermon Series we start 

in June. 

 

Russ is committed to a SHORT business meeting after the study. 

 

   Fathers’ Day Auto Show – On Fathers’ Day, June 16th, there will be 

   an outstanding Auto Show from 8am to Noon.  Invite your friends 

   and neighbors. The Men of I.A.M. World Famous Hot Dogs will be 

   served. 

 

   Clothing with New Logo – We have already sold over 60 clothing 

   items with the new logo! 

   Clothing won’t be on display during the summer, but it’s always 

   available.  Contact Scott Phillips to order yours. 

 

   D’backs Faith & Family Night – This year it will be on September 

   13th.  We have reserved a block of 30 tickets and can get more.  

   Contact John Reichard to reserve your seats.  This is a fun evening 

   – even if the D’backs lose!  Great for a family outing!  The evening 

   includes a Christian Band and fireworks. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

   
  Russ Schultz, President         Scott Phillips. Secretary 
  623-882-0198          623-340-9158 

  randmschultz@centurylink.net        sphillipsaz@cox.net 
 

 
 
 



 

SERVE 
MISSION & OUTREACH 
Mission & Outreach 

Our meal-packing event for Feed My Starving Children is fast approaching and we need 

lots of volunteers. We have reserved 40 spots at the Mesa Facility on June 29 from 11:30 

am to 1:30 pm. Please consider joining us for this important opportunity to respond to 

Christ’s call in Matthew 25:35, "For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat."  

The southeastern African countries of Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe were recently 

hit by a devastating cyclone, leaving millions in desperate need of food. The true number 

of people lost might never be known as thousands were swept out to sea. Those who 

survived are left without food. Cholera and malaria cases are expected to rise. Feed My 

Starving Children is sending at least 7 million meals to cyclone survivors, but there is 

capacity to send more meals if we can fund and pack them.  

 

Haiti Mission Trip 

The Haiti Mission Team is hoping for an opportunity to get into Haiti and to Los Aguas to 

visit all of our sponsored children soon, possible even during the month of June. They are 

exploring options to fly into the Dominican Republic instead of Port O Prince to avoid the 

political unrest in that city. Please continue your prayers for Haiti and especially for the 

village of Los Aguas and all of our sponsored children there.  

 
Knitting for the Needy 

We now have a separate labeled bin for Knitting for the Needy. Anyone needing patterns or 
help with knitting or crocheting projects, contact Jan Shaffer, www.asummoningstone.co 
or 317-506-6914 . 
 

Knitting for the Needy supports our own MOPS mothers with 
hats for the newborns. Catherine, one of our moms, is shown 
with her precious daughter wearing a handmade hat. Just one 
simple item can be a powerful witness. 
 

This month we received a note from a veteran who was given an 
Operation Gratitude care package as part of his Honor Flight 
trip to Washington. He was moved by the caring of people like 
us who donate handmade hats and scarves to Operation 
Gratitude, serving veterans and active duty servicemen and 
women. 
 

We are making a difference one item at a time. Thank you! 
 

Place finished projects in our box in the breezeway. Contact Jan Shaffer at 
summoningstone@gmail.com for information of patterns. We donate anything you want to 
knit or crochet, including simple 8" squares. 
 

Sydney Roosa 

Elder – Mission & Outreach 



 

RESOURCES 
 

Church Office—HELP NEEDED! The administration office at Christ Church needs 

volunteers for various tasks. If you are interested in helping for a few hours in the office, 
please let us know. 
 

Church Library—There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  

If you wish to read a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have 
finished reading them.  We currently do not have a way to check out books.  Please put 
the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  There are several categories of books, including 
a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There are also several jig-saw puzzles 
available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them on the “returns” 
cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com). 
 

Worship & Facebook—If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may 

experience the sermon portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You 
do not need a Facebook account to access our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and 
key in: https://www.facebook.com/CPCGoodyear/.  
 

Calendar—Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  

www.cpcgoodyear.org. The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. 
You can also access the calendar on the ShelbyNext app. 

 
 

PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday Flower Donations Reminder— If you would like to order flowers for the 

sanctuary, the sign-up sheet is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday 

preceding the Sunday you want them displayed and listed in the announcements. 
Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40. Rosebuds for birth announcements are 
$15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering envelope and indicate under 
“other” or pay in the office. There are many dates available in 2019!  You can pick-up and 
take the flowers home after second service. Returning the vase to the admin office is 
appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 
 

Ink Cartridges— Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle 

program. We receive credit at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this 
program.  
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program—Did you know you can support our nonprofit 

organizations just by shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community 
Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and 
select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our church to support 
and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every time you 
shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…all participants must re-enroll each year to 
continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Letter to the Congregation, from a New Elder  

Joy Cook, Elder 

“Change is Immediate, Transition is a Process” 

Over the past several months CPC experienced a number of “changes” to include new Pastors, new 

office personnel and the integration of technology in our worship; even our logo changed!  That’s a 

lot to process. We all have different tolerances for change and react to these changes in different 

ways…..that is the very art of transition.  We hope we are working through change in a Christ like 

way.  I suspect I would find little argument if I stated that in some ways we have succeeded and 

modeled our Savior, but in other ways perhaps have fallen short.  Surely, I have not always suc-

ceeded in my quest to model Christ’s forgiving and loving spirit. 

It is important for me, and I believe to you, to actively seek to fulfill the Mission our God has given 

us…to love one another and to share His word as often as we can to bring new peoples into Christ 

Presbyterian Church and more importantly to know His Salvation.  To do this, we must put aside 

our grievances and focus on our common Mission. Some will not see this as a possible goal at this 

time and will and have made the decision to find a new church home that more perfectly meets 

their needs. In this parting we pray for them and we ask Our Lord to grant them peace in their time 

of transition.    Those of us who choose to remain must refocus on God’s Mission for us…refocus 

on our commitment to be ministers for Christ as we look forward to continuing to build on the 

strong foundation of accomplishment achieved by our previous Pastoral leadership and devoted 

congregation.  In so doing we must make it our goal to “hear” one another, not just to “listen”.   

“Situational Leadership” 

Many of you know that my husband was a former Navy Officer trained as both a pilot and an ex-

pert in transition management. While in my own career, I benefited from a model gleaned from the 

Navy… the concept of “Situational Leadership”.  Situational leadership recognizes that different 

times and circumstances call for different leadership styles.   In CPC’s past leadership the Senior 

Pastoral staff focused on building a congregational family from the ground up; today we focus on 

expanding that family outward from the base they worked so hard to build. To do this requires, a 

different type of leader with different skills, ideas for Mission implementation, tools and pathways 

with which to move us forward.   This is not to say that one style is better than the other… it is re-

ally a realization that different times, situations and circumstances call for different leadership 

styles and resources.   Leadership change is often not a comfortable process, but we are not 

alone…we have our God to guide us…we are after all, His instruments, His ministers. 

Still have questions? 

As frequently happens in major changes of leadership, some will find change too difficult to endure 

…a very normal response. There are often “loyalty related riffs” and or bouts of misinformation that 

can lead to hard feelings and, worse yet strained relations.  We are saddened to admit we have seen 

some of this happen throughout this period of transition at CPC.  As a representative of your entire 

leadership I can say we are all praying that we will emerge stronger and united as we refocus on 

what our Lord truly wants for us as individuals and as a growing church family.  To enable this, I 

have been appointed by Session to serve as a  point person to address any questions of ongoing 

concern regarding the activities and events of the Pastoral leadership transitioning.  Responses will 

be strictly factual in nature and will be given directly to the person who makes an inquiry.   This 

open period is focused specifically on the Pastoral transition and is intended to clear up any linger-



 

ing misinformation or questions that have been raised, but not perceived as adequately answered.  

The Q and A period for this will extend through June of this year, after which it is our belief that 

we can only move forward if our hearts, minds and eyes are focused on the future and what God 

has in store for us. 

So as a newly ordained Elder, and on behalf of Session and Pastoral leadership, I ask that each of 

us accept our roles as ministers for Christ. Let us pray for all our brothers and sisters that God 

will heal the wounds of transition, and move us each forward on the path He has set before us. 

In Christ’s, name…I pray 

Joy Cook, Elder  

Joy.ketchum@gmail.com 

(Note, Ketchum was my maiden name, hence the email address) 

 
 
 
 

CONNECT 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
 

Coming up is Vacation Bible School (VBS). The theme is “Power Up”, based on a pop-
ular video game.  We are looking for all kinds of help. As a reminder last year we had ap-
proximately 130 children and 40 adult and teen helpers.  We are hoping for an even bigger 
turnout this year.  After Holy Week, a planning meeting will start for VBS, which this year 
will occur in July.  Brandin Francabandera has sent emails to the folks who volunteered 
last year. If you haven’t gotten an email, and are interested in helping, please contact 
Brandin through his Christ Church email, brandinf@cpcgoodyear.org or cell phone (623)
806-0557.     Register at: https://cpcgoodyear.org/resources/vbs-registration  

Raub Randels, 
Elder, Children’s Ministry 
 
 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE  

SUNDAY Worship CCS Credo    Arctic                    MOPS 

 Total Adult Youth  Children         Adult        Children                                             

May 5 259  15          41      76           58 
May 12 239  05          36                        
May 19 205  06          30 
May 26 176 DNM 05          32      76                66 
DNM = DID NOT MEET  NA= NOT AVAILABLE 

 

FINANCE  

                          2019 Contribution Report 

                              YTD Actual Income    $ 290,484  

                YTD Actual Expenses    $ 336,042  
                Surplus/(Deficit)       ($   45,558)  

 

 

 

https://cpcgoodyear.org/resources/vbs-registration


 

SESSION  

 
With the Elder election that took place at our February Annual Congregational Meeting, 
the newly elected Elders assumed their positions on Session commencing May 1st.  A few 
months ago Session voted on a new Elder and Ministry Team format that is taking place 
the same time with the rotation of new Elders.  Below are all Elder assignments and the 
respective pastoral lead. 

 
 Moderator of Session: Tony Stiff 
 Clerk of Session:    Jim Rains 
 
 Community Outreach and Mission 

  Elder:   Sydney Roosa 
  Pastor:   Brett Everett 
 
 Congregational Care 
  Elder:   Carol Phillips 
  Pastor:   Mike Shirey 
 
 Congregational Development 

  Elder:   Fe Rodriguez 
  Elder:   Joy Cook 
  Pastor:   Tony Stiff 
 
 Congregational Life: Youth and Adult Formation 

  Elder:   Raub Randels 
  Elder:   Jerry De Kruif 
  Pastor:   Brett Everett 
 
 Congregational Life: Children and Family Formation 

  Elder:   Raub Randels 

  Staff:   Brandin Francabandera 
  Pastor:   Tony Stiff 
 
 Worship and Music Development 

  Elder:   Bill Armstrong 
  Staff:   David Wilson  
  Staff:   Heidi Gray 
  Pastor:   Tony Stiff 
 
 Ministries Support Development (includes Personnel, Finance,  
 Office Management and Building & Grounds) 

  Elder:   Gene Howard 
  Elder:   Kyler Kenney 
  Elder:   John Merrill 
  Elder:   Gary Miller 
  Pastor:   Tony Stiff 
 

Jim Rains,  
Clerk of Session 



 

Happy Birthday 
1 Harrison Gray 
2 Marc Hippen 
 Rene Martin 
4 Judy Valente 
5 Jenny Smith 
6 Carolyn Hauber 
 Diane Parnitzke 
 Jan Reichard 
 Darla Reynante 
 Sharon Wiley 
7 Gale Nicholson 
 Rick Reed 
 Kaitlyn Wender 
8 Gavin Ahart 
 Nikki Ahart 
 William McBride 
9 Esther Enoh 
10 Daniel Donoho 
 Brian Gillham 
12 Cherri Baxter 
 Colleen Gore 
 Priscilla Vargas 
13 Ralph Harper 
 Tim O'Hearn 
14 Jessica Bruck 
 Easton Hinds 
 Claudia Honsberger 
 Janet Rogerson 

15  Carolyn Skwier 
16  John Bakker 
18  Teddi Painter 
  John Perduk 
  Jim Rains 
  Gary Sturdivan 
19  Karen Borchers 
20  Mary Ann Huesby 
  Derreck Wheeler 
21  Steve Hawkins 
  Anthony McKinnon 
  Bette Sloat 
22  Jaden Fon 
  Ralph Sweeden 
  David Green 
24  Carol Miller 
25  Susan Armstrong 
26  Kay Kenney 
  Deborah Soyka 
27  Ron Chambers 
  Ronda Hackett 
  Duane Johnson 
  Zonnie Slivers 
28  Carolyn Weese 
29  Wanda Miller 
  Vitaly Serebriakov 
  Harvey Weese 
30  Songcha Bowman 

Happy Anniversary 
1 Ron & Maxine Chambers 
 Marvin & Pat Larson 
 Hector & Lourdes Luat 
 Darwin & Deanna Puls 
4 Orion & Kate Steen 
5 James & Audrey Russell 
 Lance & Tanya Wright 
6 Kenneth & Janice Watson 
8 Jim & Sharon Wiley 
10 Dr. Samuel & Esther Enoh 
11 Daniel & LuAnne Donoho 
 Tom & Fe Rodriguez 
12 Judson & Rebecca  Anderson 
 Keith & Pam Cordona 
 Kyler & Kay Kenney 
 Robert & Jeanette Simmons 
 
 

15 Paul & Tamarie Nelson 
 Manny & Gina Robinson 
17 Fred & Judy Davis 
18 Daniel & Karen Borchers 
 Bill & Trish Floyd 
 Jan & Barbara Kordel 
19 Bob & Norleen Shelton 
21 Richard & Linda Long 
 Michael & Ellie Wright 
22 William & Cherri Baxter 
26 Dave & Kathi Eckert 
27 Bob & Lovey Kreutzer 
28 Skip & Faith Kalback 
30 John & Kathleen Rice 



STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff / Senior Pastor 
revdrstiff@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Brett Everett / Associate Pastor 
reveverett@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey / Assistant Pastor 
pastorshirey@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Dr. David Wilson / Director of Music 
david@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Heidi Gray / Praise Team Worship Leader 
the2grays@hotmil.com 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov / Pianist-Traditional 
vserebriakoff@gmial.com 

 

Charisma Luat Guese / Pianist-Contemporary 
charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 

Brandin Francabandera / Dir. of  Children & Family Ministry 
brandinf@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Remada Smith, Office Manager 
remada@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

Jenna Dunn, Office Assistant 
jenna@cpcgoodyear.org 

 
    
 

 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
     Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
                Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional      9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

JUNE HAPPENINGS 

 

02 GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

09 PENTECOST SUNDAY 

09 NEW MEMBER CLASS 

16 FATHER’S DAY 

16 FATHER’S DAY CAR SHOW 

29 FEED MY STARVING  

 CHILDREN 


