
 

Exploring the Holy Spirit 

 

As we leave the season of Lent and our Lenten sermon 
series, “Ashes and Dust”, we move forward toward 
Pentecost Sunday on June 9th. On Pentecost Sunday 
we remember the gifts of the Spirit and the missional 
calling of the church to go out into the world and share 
the good news of Jesus Christ! Beginning in the month 
of May, and stretching into the month of June, we will 
spend several Sundays on a new sermon series called, 

“Holy Spirit.” We will explore who the Holy Spirit is and what the Holy Spirit does (in 
creation, in our personal lives with the Lord, in the inspiration of Scripture, and in 
empowering us to bear witness to Jesus Christ).  
 

One of the unfortunate comments people make about Presbyterian churches is that they 
do not reflect on the Holy Spirit. Presbyterians spend a great deal of time talking about 
Jesus and the Father, but the Holy Spirit is conspicuously absent from their Sunday 
worship hymns and sermons. Nothing could be further from the truth, the larger Reformed 
Tradition that Presbyterianism is rooted within has richly explored the Holy Spirit. One of 
the formative voices of the Reformed Tradition, the Swiss reformer John Calvin (1509-
1564), has been called, “The Theologian of the Holy Spirit.” As the well-known Princeton 
theologian, B.B. Warfield has argued, 
 

In the same sense in which we may say that the doctrine of sin and grace dates from 
Augustine, the doctrine of satisfaction from Anselm, the doctrine of justification by 
faith from Luther-we must say that the doctrine of the work of the Holy Spirit is a 
gift from Calvin to the church. (Warfield, Calvin and Augustine, 484-487) 

 
Several church historians have noticed a renewed interest in the Holy Spirit today. Some 
even call the 20th century “the century of the Holy Spirit.” As Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen has 
noted, “one of the most exciting developments in theology has been an unprecedented 
interest in the Holy Spirit.” (Kärkkäinen, Pneumatology, 11)  
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Just as the Holy Spirit hovered over the face of the deep in the original creation (Genesis 
1:2), the Spirit hovers over each of our lives and fills us with the love and truth of Christ. 
The Holy Spirit also gives us gifts that we can use within the body of Christ to build it up 
so that the church can be a witness to the hope of Christ in a world without hope 
(Ephesians 4:1-16; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21). 
 
If you would like to study the Holy Spirit during the months of May and June in more 
depth, below are a few suggested resources. 

 
Knowing the Holy Spirit Through the Old Testament by Christopher J.H. Wright 
 
Keep in Step with the Spirit: Finding Fullness in Our Walk with God by J.I. Packer 
 
The Holy Spirit (Contours of Christian Theology) by Sinclair B. Ferguson 

 
We Believe in the Holy Spirit (Ancient Christian Doctrine) by Joel C. Elowsky 
 
Paul, the Spirit, and the People of God by Gordon D. Fee 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Did you know? 

 

 

 

(“Did you know?” is a monthly column focused on Pastor Tony sharing updates with you 
on changes in the life of our church. It is one of two great ways to learn about changes at 
Christ Church). 
 
In this month’s, “Did you know?” we will look at how churches use Greeters Ministry. 
 
Did you know that one of the more important ministries in the life of a church is its 
Greeters Ministry? There are different kinds of ministries in the church. Sometimes they 
are called ‘In-Reach Ministries’ and ‘Out-Reach Ministries’. In-Reach Ministries focus on 
caring for the existing congregation, while Out-Reach Ministries focus on reaching new 
people in the surrounding community. Greeters Ministry is unique in that it is both an 



 

In-Reach Ministry by blessing and welcoming regular Sunday worshippers, and an 
Outreach Ministry as part of the first impression experiences of new Sunday guests.  
 
To empower our Greeters Ministry in its service to our congregation and our Sunday 
guests, we are creating a new Welcome Center out on the courtyard. This Welcome Center 
was part of an earlier set of building plans for our church campus. We have modified those 
plans a bit in relation to our present campus needs and uses. The Welcome Center is being 
paid for through a special grant called the Chris Harri Fund we receive each year. Below is 

a design picture of the future Welcome Center (not including its signage).  
 

 

 

 

The roof of the Welcome Center will have a dome like our present Columbarium located in 
the back lot of our property. The stones will match, as much as possible, our current stone 
façade. This Welcome Center will be used throughout the year. In time we will likely add 
water misters for Summer uses, and heat lamps for Winter uses. Each year it will be closed 
a few weeks during each of the more difficult months due to inclement weather. The 
construction will begin after Easter and will last between 8 – 10 weeks. The Welcome 
Center’s primary use will be for Sunday morning greeting, but we will also use it for special 
events like our Fall Trunk or Treat, Christmas concerts and events, Spring Family Easter 
Egg Hunt, and our Summer VBS. 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 



 

  Associate Pastor  
         

I will be with you always 

 

Those who attended my seven-week Lenten Study know that we spent the first six weeks 
of the class dealing with Jesus’ final words from the cross. As participants in that study, 

we all agreed that these words and phrases by our Savior and Lord were profound, 
encouraging, life-changing, and even provide for each of us a trustworthy example to 
follow. Yet, as we discovered, his final phrase from the cross, “It is finished. Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit” (John 19:30a and Luke 23:46) were indeed made so much 
more powerful in the fact that we have a resurrection and an empty tomb. Jesus knew the 
will of His Father better than anyone on this planet ever has or ever will. And in 
committing his spirit unto God, he did so with great trust in the Father’s love and care for 
him. This was not misplaced trust, was it? 
 
But, there’s more to the story, for Jesus’ words on the cross were not his final words, were 
they? He made some incredibly powerful statements after his resurrection as well. I would 
wholeheartedly encourage you to take some time to consider all that he said “post-Easter 
morn”, for I am convinced these words are life-changing for us as well. “Fear not…” “Peace 
be with you…” “Peter, do you love me… Then feed my sheep” “Be my witnesses…” “Make 
disciples…” These words still speak to us today, do they not? And they still have great 
bearing upon our lives as his followers and his church.   
 
Well, it’s his final word that he said to us, I want to consider here. For truthfully, it is 
sometimes very easy for us to read right over it and miss the implications. It was a word 
delivered at Christ’s ascension and intimately tied to the Great Commission. It is a word 
full of promise for it speaks volumes as to where Christ will be today and every day 
without fail in our times of joy and sorrow, temptation and trial, euphoria and smothering 
darkness. The word is found in Matthew 28:20b, “And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 
 
Friends, I don’t know where life finds each of you today. Some reading this are no doubt 
celebrating the joy of the resurrection and all that this entails. Life is good. It’s not perfect, 
but it is good. Others perhaps crawled through Easter day with a sense of guilt or 
confusion – wondering why the joy they should feel is overshadowed by a heaviness of 
heart or a confusion of the mind. Some reading this know that Easter is really good news: 
for our relationship with God the Father can be fully restored and that sin and death are 
defeated foes. Yet, in the same breath, may be struggling to find the redemptive work of 
Jesus relevant to their present life circumstances – all the heartache, mess, trials and 
stress… all the discouragement, frustration, or lack of hope… all the uncertainty and 
desperate situations… the sometimes seeming silence from God in the midst of hurt and 
suffering, broken relationships, sickness, occupational woes, doubt, and disbelief. 
 
Yet, in this simple phrase, “I am with you always,” Jesus is promising to EACH of us, 
wherever we are and wherever life has taken us, he is still with us. He is alive! FULLY 
ALIVE!! He is stronger than anything or anyone this life throws at us. He cares for us not 
just for our salvation, but for our very well being. Remember, he promised to us abundant 
life. As we commit our spirit and our day-to-day situations alike into the Father’s hands 



 

regardless of where we may be, we must be encouraged. Jesus is with us! He will sit with 
us at a lavish table in a tent prepared for us in the presence of our enemies, but when life 
calls us to walk that path through the valley of shifting shadows, he is not only willing to 
lead us on his well-trodden path, but to carry us as well – until that faithful day when he 
comes to take us home! And even there, we will still never find a time, when he will not be 
with us! Take comfort in that. Embrace what this day brings. We may not like it, but 
sometimes we get in the way of our own joy, for Jesus not only walks with us, he has 
indwelt us with his Spirit! Thanks be to God for His faithfulness unto us! 

~Pastor Brett 
 

A Special Thanks: As many of you know, Arlene Aamot has stepped down as the office 
assistant to spend more time with family. I wish to go “on the record” to thank Arlene for 
her tireless and faithful service. It was a joy to co-labor in Christ with her for such a 
“tremendous season,” and I am deeply indebted to her for all she did, not only for the 
church and congregation, but for me personally. In true “Arlene fashion”, much of her 
work was quietly done with a Christ-like servant’s heart and was unknown to many – me 
included. Yet, she never expected anything in return. Arlene, thank you for your faithful 
service and for the contagious “no excuses” and “let’s roll up our sleeves and do this!” 
spirit you rubbed off on each of us! May the Lord bless you and yours in your next 
“season” with Him! If I may be so bold as to borrow Paul’s words, I am confident of this, 
that “he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). 

 

 

 

Assistant Pastor  
 

 

Be Strong in the Lord 

 

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God, 
so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
(Ephesians 6:10-12 NIV) 
 
It’s not a popular notion these days in some Christian circles, but spiritual warfare is 
real, especially in the church. This is partly because so few people these days are willing 
to recognize the real enemy in our midst. There was a time, not so long ago, when people 
“saw” the devil under every rock and around every corner. We don’t want to go back to 
those days, but we do need to acknowledge that evil is real and that it can take root in 
even the most faithful churches. 
 
The devil is real and active in the world. This is true. It’s also true that the devil doesn’t 
have ultimate power over us. The devil’s only power is the power to tell lies – lies that 
sound reasonable – even to people of faith. His lies focus on entitlement, as they have 
done since the beginning. Adam and Eve allowed the slippery lies of the serpent to 



 

convince that God was holding out on them. They decided they deserved the wisdom that 
God knew they weren’t ready to possess, and so they took what did not rightfully belong to 
them. Then when they were caught, they pointed the finger of blame instead of taking 
responsibility for their actions. 
 
How often do we do the same things? How often do we put getting what we want ahead of 
seeking God’s will for every facet of our lives? Then when things don’t go the way we want, 
we respond with anger and recrimination, blaming others for our disappointment. This is 

the work of the evil one, whispering in our ears, assuring us that our individual desires are 
more important than those of anyone else, and are surely in keeping with what God wants 
for us and for the church. 
 
Spiritual warfare, left unchecked, tears churches apart, which is exactly what the devil 
wants to happen. That’s the bad news. The good news is that in and through his death and 
resurrection, Jesus has already defeated the devil. The challenge for us is that the father of 
lies is still lying to himself, convincing himself that he can still win. His weapons are 
powerful, but our weapons are infinitely more powerful than his. God has already 
determined the glorious future that awaits us in and through Jesus. This means that we can 
easily counter hopelessness with hope, grief with joy, uncertainty with trust, hate with love, 
and disunity with unity. 
 
We don’t and won’t agree on every decision or action taken by the church, but we can all 
agree to seek God’s leading as we move confidently into the future. Things happen for a 
reason, and it often takes the benefit of hindsight to discern that reason. We must never 
forget that God is at work for our good as individuals and as a church. Through it all we 
must wield the powerful weapon of prayer – seeking the good of the church, the good of one 
another, and the will of our loving Heavenly Father. 
 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey 
 

 

 

 

 

Music Ministry  
 

 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR 

  
The liturgy of Passion Week is among the richest in the liturgical year. Dramatic 
presentations have told this timeless story for two thousand years. The earliest church 
utilized the talent of the clergy and congregation to produce “Passion Plays” which through 
sight and sound brought the agonizing story of Christ’s trial and crucifixion to life.  
 
This year our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services followed this timeless tradition. 
Both services sought to engage you not only in the scripture but also to dramatize Jesus last 
days on earth.  



 

Please join me in thanking all those who contributed to making the Living Last Supper 
and Tenebrae services so inspirational.  
 
Cast of the “Living Last Supper”: 
Bartholomew: Gary Miller,  
James the Lesser: Nathanial Everett  
Andrew: John Brinker  
Peter: Raub Randels  

Judas: Rev. Mike Shirey  
John: Mitch Jackson  
Jesus: Nick Bell  
James: Chuck Seeley  
Philip: Michael Gray  
Matthew: Bob Enoch  
Thaddaeus: Kevin Gates  
Simon: Rev. Phil Smith  
Thomas: Brandin Francabandera 
 
Narrator: Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff  
Director: Libbie Randels 
Drama coach: Gary Miller 
Music: Dr. David Wilson, Vitaly Serebriakov 
Sets: Shirley Lambert, Christine Seeley  
Costumes: Rev. Vicki Jackson  
Lighting: Michael Gray, Rex Lambert 
Sound: John Merrill 
 
Cast of the Tenebrae Service:  
Heidi Gray, director 
Charisma Luat Guese  
Rev. Phil Smith 
Janete Yufenyuy  

Rev. Vicki Jackson 
Mitch Jackson 
Grace Brinker 
Nathaniel Everett 
Lindsey Bell 
Aaron Martinez 
Nick Bell 
Brad Bell 
Rev. Tony Stiff 
Rev. Brett Everett 
 
Lighting: Michael Gray  
Audio/Visual: Kevin Gates, Jill Gates, Angel Gates 
   
What a testament to the talent and dedication of members of our congregation! 
 
Can I have an “Amen” to that? 

Dr. David Wilson,  
Director of Music 



 

GROW  

 

DEACON MINISTRY 

 

Stacy Spetter – Care Community #2 

I am Stacy Spetter. I was raised in San Diego, and also lived in Washington D.C. for a few 
years, in a Navy family. I have one older brother who is a retired from the San Diego P.D. 
canine division. My father passed away in 2004, and my mother still resides in San Diego 
County, not far from my brother. I was raised Methodist and have always been active in 
the life of the church for as long as I remember. Nashville, Tennessee, became my Second 
Home Town immediately following the college years in the mid-eighties. There I worked in 
the construction and also the travel industry. I remained active in the church and often 
found myself “voluntold” to serve; i.e., the women’s group, member of the Trustees, VBS, 
Sunday School Teacher, and many others. But, my favorite was co-youth director for 
many years. 
 
I relocated to Arizona the fall of 2001. I work in property management as a Real Estate 
Coordinator for a national developer/construction/property management company. I also 
am an Independent Travel Consultant in my “spare time”. 
 
I have been at Christ Church since 2016. I joined the Haiti Mission Team last year, and 
can't wait to go on our next trip. I'd love to share with you how it has changed my 
perspective of ”first world problems”. Heather told me that once I go, my heart will be in 
Haiti, and it is true, and I am grateful. I am also involved with DC4K (Divorce Care 4 Kids). 
 
My hobbies include genealogy, and I am a member of Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR), and other lineage groups. I am also an active member of NAWIC 

(National Association of Women in Construction) and had served as an officer of the local 
chapter for 10 years. I enjoy crafting, sewing and needlework of all kinds. And I love to 
travel, particularly cruising the Caribbean Islands and Beach vacations; but I am always 
up for a good road trip too! I also have a passion for history and have a goal to visit all the 
Presidential Museums/Libraries, five remain, and the next ”library“ trip is already 
scheduled. 
 
Be Kind, Do Good! 

 

The coffee hour schedule for May is as follows:  

 May 5th Barb Faler Group 9 faler@cox.net 

 May12th Janete Kibong Yufenyuy Group 7 venjane@yahoo.com 

 May19th Soonja Robinson Group 8 soonjarobinson@cox.net 

 May26th Rebecca Anderson Group 6 ndrsn52@gmail.com 

 

Judy Harding, Moderator Board of Deacons  



 

STEPHEN MINISTRY CORNER 

The care and support I received from my Stephen Minister was every bit as important to my 

recovery as the excellent medical care I received from the doctors and nurses.  This is truly a 

life-giving ministry.           Tom 

I’ve heard the phrase “the peace of God that passes all understanding” many times in 
church.  My Stephen Minister has helped me experience that peace in a very real, very 
heartfelt way.                   Anne 

      
I’m so glad I accepted my pastor’s offer to match me with a Stephen Minister.  I was 
reluctant at first, but my pastor was right:  Having someone I could regularly meet with and 
talk to really did make a difference.                 Tony 

      
Within five minutes of meeting my Stephen Minister, I knew she was right for me.  She 
listens and cares – never judging or criticizing me.  She has shown me God’s unconditional 
love, something I had never fully experienced before.            Sarah 

      
When you first hear the word cancer, you wonder if you’re going to die.  My Stephen Minister 
couldn’t fix or change that.  But she let me share my fears, anxieties, and concerns with her.  
I knew I could always count on her – I wasn’t alone.             Maria 
     
Life is so chaotic right now that I don’t know much for certain.  But I do know that my 
Stephen Minister is there for me and praying for me.  And I’ve also come to realize that (even 
though I don’t always feel it) God is there too and really is at work in my life.                 Earl 

     
My Stephen Minister listens – really listens.  I never realized how helpful and healing such a 
simple act can be.              Michelle 

      
My Stephen Minister was there during the darkest of times – patiently listening and trying to 
understand my pain.  Looking back, I can clearly see how my Stephen Minister kept me 
connected to God when I was falling away.            Nathan 

      

 

 

Pastor Mike Shirey 
STEPHEN MINISTRY LEADER 



 

COMMUNITY 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

The next New Member Class will be Sunday, June 9, 2019.  A 

light lunch will be provided and, if needed, childcare.  New 
members will be welcomed on Sunday, June 23rd, at the service 
of their choice.  Please indicate your interest in participating in 
the class by completing the Welcome card in the chairback on 
Sunday or calling the office at 623-882-0721.   
 
Feel free to attend the class if you just want more information 
about Christ Church. There is no pressure to become a member 
on the day you attend class. 
 
 
 

 
 

UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS 

Information on upcoming classes and events are posted on the Ministry 

Resource Wall in the Sanctuary foyer area. Come take a look! 

 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE WORD - W.O.W. 

Come and bring a friend and join us for fellowship and discussion in room 102 at 10:00 

a.m. on May 11th. Due to a change in scheduling, we will study Lesson 17 – Living Near 

the End, 1Peter 4:7-11 on the above date. 

On April 13, W.O.W. asked one of our Elders to discuss several issues presented at the 

April 7th congregational meeting. This was done in a positive manner. 

Donations from the Chili Cook-Off allowed W.O.W. to contribute to Betania Presbyterian 

Church in Phoenix for their mission to the homeless and migrants in the community. 

 

Blessings to ALL! 

 

Line Sauer, Moderator 623-849-6402  

Lil Kerswill, Secretary 602-999-1499 
 

 



 

MEN OF I.A.M.  
 

 

May Bible Study – Join us on May 11th for the best $5 breakfast in town 
followed by our Bible Study led by the Rev Phil Smith.  This month’s 
topic is Jesus and the Religious Leaders using the book, Life of Christ.   
We’ll meet at 8:00 a.m. the Atrium. 
 
 
Fathers’ Day Auto Show – On Fathers’ Day, June 16th, there will be an 
outstanding Auto Show.  Invite your friends and neighbors.  The Men of 
I.A.M. World Famous Hot Dogs will be served. 
 
 
 
 
Clothing with New Logo – We have already sold 40 clothing items with 
the new logo.  Contact Scott Phillips to order yours. 
 
 
 
 
D’backs Faith & Family Night – This year it will be on September 13th.  
Mark your calendars!  We have reserved a block of 30 tickets and can 
obtain more. 
 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – The Men of I.A.M. assisted with the Easter Egg Hunt. 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 
 

 

 

Russ Schultz, President                 Scott Phillips, Secretary 

623-882-0198           623-340-9158 

randmschultz@centurylink.net  sphillipsaz@cox.net  

              

 
 
 



 

SERVE 
 
 
MISSION & OUTREACH 

 

This month I am featuring the Agua Fria Food and Clothing Bank. Most of you are aware 
that we have bins in the hallway by the Atrium for contributions of a variety of items, but I 
thought you might appreciate some suggestions as to what should be placed in those bins. 
 

 
The Agua Fria Food and Clothing Bank has been faithfully serving those in need in the 
southwest valley for 23 years, providing emergency food and clothing assistance, showers, 
baby care bags, senior food boxes, holiday meals and school uniforms all free of charge. In 
2019 AFFCB served 48,000 people with emergency food assistance, almost 18,000 with 
clothing assistance, over 14,000 people received lunch sacks, and over 2,700 showers 
were provided. The needs continue to grow. In addition to donating items, many volunteers 
are needed. There are lots of opportunities to be of service. Please ask for more information 
if you would feel called to this type of ministry.  
 

 

 



 

Haiti Mission Trip 

Unfortunately, the June mission trip to Haiti had to be postponed due to the political 
unrest in Haiti. Our team is eager to go to Haiti and they appreciate your prayers for the 
village of Los Aguas, the country of Haiti, and for an opening of a time to reschedule their 
trip. 

 

Pick Your Passion 

Remember that we are always looking for donations of various items each month. Place 
your donations in the appropriate labeled bins in the hallway off the atrium.  
 

Heavenly Hygiene Kits 

Items needed are soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo and conditioner. 
 

Days for Girls 

We're turning periods into pathways. Days for Girls increases access to menstrual care 
and education by providing washable feminine hygiene solutions to 
impoverished women who have previously gone without feminine hygiene 
products. This enables them to live with independence. Join Christ Church on 
the second Saturday of each month from 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in room 203 to 
prepare sustainable feminine hygiene kits to be distributed to mission teams. If 
you can’t make Saturdays but would like to help by sewing at home or projects 
to help prepare the kits, contact Leissa Gashler at leissa@cox.net. 
 
Items needed are 5/8’ grosgrain ribbon in bright, fun colors (www.giftsintl.com), gallon-
size Ziploc© freezer bags, travel soaps, safety pins, terry cloth washcloths, and 100% 
cotton cloth remnants in solids or prints. 
Available through Days For Girls - girls panties sizes 10-14 
Available through Days For Girls -  PUL by the yard 
 
 
Knitting for the Needy 

 

What is Knitting for the Needy? This is a meaningful outreach ministry that serves local 
and global neighbors in need: newborns, M.O.P.S. babies, homeless teens, servicemen 
and women, children around the world, and children, men, and women right here in 
Goodyear.  

 
How does it work? Knit or crochet ANY item using your own yarn and 
patterns. We can use anything from 8" squares to hats, gloves, and 
scarves for all ages, or cotton washcloths. Pray for the recipient and 
place completed items in the donation box in the breezeway. We now 
have a separate labeled bin for Knitting for the Needy. Anyone needing 
patterns or help with knitting or crocheting projects, contact Jan 
Shaffer- summoningstone@yahoo.com . 
 
 

Sydney Roosa 

Elder – Mission & Outreach 

http://www.giftsintl.com


 

CONNECT 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
 

 

Children’s Education – Lots to Talk About 

By the time this article is published, our Holy Week will have drawn to an end. Many good 
things have happened and are happening to encourage attendance of more children and 
their parents in the months ahead.  Our Easter Egg hunt on April 20th had some extra 
color and fun, thanks to member Fred Kile. He made the large Easter Eggs as well as the 
beautiful cross that was decorated with flowers on Easter Sunday. The bright colors on the 
eggs are thanks to Judah and Eli and their Dad, Brandin. The large Easter Eggs are lawn 
decorations as well as good hiding places for …. you guessed it!, Easter Eggs (and 
children).  Just think of the size of that bunny!  We also used our new bounce house for 
the kids to have more fun, as well as crafts for them to make for the Easter season.  We 
provided child care for the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.   
 
Coming up is Vacation Bible School (VBS). The theme is “Power Up”, based on a 
popular video game.  We are looking for all kinds of help. As a reminder last year we had 
approximately 130 children and 40 adult and teen helpers.  We are hoping for an even 
bigger turnout this year.  After Holy Week, a planning meeting will start for VBS, which 
this year will occur in July.  Brandin Francabandera has sent emails to the folks who 
volunteered last year. If you haven’t gotten an email, and are interested in helping, please 
contact Brandin through his Christ Church email, brandinf@cpcgoodyear.org  
or cell phone (623)806-0557.  
 
Bounce your way to new heights! From an anonymous donor, Children’s Education has 

received a bounce house for our children, including sand bags, anchors, and dolly to 
transport it.  Each time we use it for an event such as Trunk or Treat, VBS, Easter Egg 
Hunt, and others, we save $300 in rental cost.  Look for more information on how the 
bounce house will be used, and its debut!  Stay tuned! 
 
We are still looking for help with our Nursery. We need folks to volunteer and work in 
the nursery for an hour at a time so that we can schedule weekly coverage at each service.  
It is important for all of us to remember major sustained growth of a church is through 
addition of children and their parents. That doesn’t happen without willing, loving 
volunteers to watch over our little ones. Contact our Nursery Coordinator, Carole Collier at 
(623) 877-0968, or Brandin Francabandera if you can volunteer some of your time.   
 
 

Raub Randels, 

Elder, Children’s Ministry 

 

 
 



 

  NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IS HERE!!! 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER! 

THURSDAY, MAY 2ND 

If you plan on participating in the National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 2nd, be sure to 
pick up your NDOP prayer resources.  After Sunday, April 28th, they will be available in 

the Prayer Room. 
 
Resources include NDOP Instructions for CPC, NDOP Prayer Guide, Book Mark reminder, 
Resource Packet which incorporates all the individuals in Government – Federal, State & 
Local. 
 
Be a part of making this a powerful resource of prayer for our Nation, our State, & our 
city. 
 
 
 
 
 

BLOOM 
 

The Bloom Ministry would like to invite all Christ Church 

women to our “Mother’s Day Sweets and Tea”, on 

Saturday, May 11, at 2:00 p.m. in the Atrium.  Tickets are 

$10 and can be purchased after both services, also in the 

Atrium.  We are very excited to have Julie Dickison of Life 

Point Bible Study as our guest speaker.  If you’d like to 

know more about her ministry, please visit 

www.lifepointbiblestudy.org.   Please bring your mothers, 

daughters, sisters, aunts, nieces, friends and neighbors 

AND your favorite tea cup to this special afternoon (if you 

don’t have a tea cup, don’t worry we’ll provide one for 

you)!  Questions? Contact Charisma Guese at 

charisma.luat@gmail.com.   Childcare can be available.    

 
 

GRADUATES 
Looking to acknowledge your graduate this year? On the back of 

the white Welcome card, please print your graduates full name, 

along with the city, state, and high school or college/university 

from which they will be graduating. You can include their degree 

if you like. Graduation Sunday is May 26, 2019! 

 



 

YOUTH SEW CAMP 
 
Hello Everyone! It's almost time for our 8th Annual Sew Camp! We are super excited and 
hope you are too!   
 
All the Best, GayLee -AZ Quilters Anonymous -www.azquiltanon.com 

YOUTH SUMMER SEW 2019 

July 15 – 19 

11:00 am to 2:00 pm  

The Summer Sewing Class is for students 10-19 years of age with a limit of 16 students (one 

session). We must limit each student's attendance to two years.  This means, if your child(ren) 

has/have attended for 2 years, they are no longer eligible.  There is a $15 non-refundable fee.  

It is non-refundable because ALL students MUST be youth members of Arizona Quilters Guild 

(AQG) in order to be covered under our liability insurance during the week of kids camp.  The 

cost of the AQG membership is $10.00.  We will use part of the registration fee to pay these 

membership dues and the remainder will be retained for supplies.  All materials will be provided. 

 

Registration Packets will be available in the church office in June.  This will include the 

Registration Form and the  AQG Membership Form.               

Please mail the completed packets to: 

Quilters Anonymous 

P.O. Box 6403 

Goodyear, AZ  85338 

 

Make check payable to:  Quilters Anonymous (in the memo line put: Youth Summer Sew 

Questions? Please call: GayLee at 602-616-0394  Thank you! 

Youth Summer Sew 

                  PLEASE NOTE: 

 

Registration packets MUST be  

received by Friday, June 28, 2019. 

 



 

SESSION  

  

Below is a summary of actions taken at the March Session meeting held on March 25th. 
 
1. Building and Grounds requested approval of up to $16,000 of Chris Harri funds to 

build a Welcome Center in the courtyard.  Session approved this request. 
 
2. Nine new members were received into the church. 
 
3. Trustees and church leaders received information about a sizable gift to be donated 

with details as to how the donors want their money appropriated to the church, 
once their trust is executed.  The meeting minutes indicate that the Trustees and 
Elders of Session will honor the directions and create a new endowment fund based 
on the donor’s desires and wording specified in their trust. 

 
4. Approval was granted for Pastor Brett to serve communion to MOPS on April 18th. 
 
5. Discussed Church Health Consultant findings: There was considerable discussion of 

the seven prescriptions offered by the ECO consultant team. It was decided to 
schedule a congregational gathering to share the findings provided from the 
consultants on April 7th. 

 
6. An action item offered by Elder Roosa from the Hope Presbytery.  Motion: To receive 

Brandin Francabandera as a Candidate for Ministry.  Motion approved. 
 
 

 Jim Rains, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE  

 
2019 Contribution Report  

   

YTD Actual Income   $ 246,952  

YTD Actual Expenses   $ 252,576  

Surplus/(Deficit)           ($ 5,624)  
 

   

 

 



 

TIME & TALENT  

SUNDAY Worship CCS Credo  Arctic                           MOPS 

 Total Adult Youth  Children          Adult        Children 

                                                     
April 7 344 80 04 27     DNM      DNM 
April 14 386 89 08 38     70               54    

April 18 223  
April 19 148  
April 21 540 37       13        50              DNM      DNM 
April 28         NA              NA       NA     NA 
 
DNM = DID NOT MEET NA= NOT AVAILABLE 
 

 

 

RESOURCES 
 
Church Office—HELP NEEDED! The administration office at Christ Church needs 

volunteers for various tasks. If you are interested in helping for a few hours in the office, 
please let us know. 
 

Church Library—There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  

If you wish to read a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have 
finished reading them.  We currently do not have a way to check out books.  Please put 
the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  There are several categories of books, including 
a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There are also several jig-saw puzzles 
available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them on the “returns” 
cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com). 
 

Worship & Facebook—If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may 

experience the sermon portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You 
do not need a Facebook account to access our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and 
key in: https://www.facebook.com/CPCGoodyear/.  
 

Calendar—Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  

www.cpcgoodyear.org. The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. 
You can also access the calendar on the ShelbyNext app. 
 

Church Directory—The May 2019 Church Family Directory is available in the atrium 

and office. Please take a moment to review your personal information. Any corrections 
should be indicated on the white welcome card in the pew back and placed in the offering 
tray or by emailing holli@cpcgoodyear.org. The next issue will be published in October. 
 
 
 
 



 

PROGRAMS 
Sunday Flower Donations Reminder— If you would like to order flowers for the 

sanctuary, the sign-up sheet is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday you want them displayed and listed in the announcements. 
Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40. Rosebuds for birth announcements are 
$15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering envelope and indicate under 
“other” or pay in the office. There are many dates available in 2019!  You can pick-up and 

take the flowers home after second service. Returning the vase to the admin office is 
appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 
 

Ink Cartridges— Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle 

program. We receive credit at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this 
program.  
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program—Did you know you can support our nonprofit 

organizations just by shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community 
Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and 
select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our church to support 
and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every time you 
shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…all participants must re-enroll each year to 
continue earning rewards for their chosen organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

May 11, 2019, is a special date for the Presbyterian Church.  

Do you know why?! 

Exactly 460 years ago on May 11, 1559, John Knox returned to Scotland and preached a 
special sermon at St. John’s church in Perth, Scotland. His topic was “Christ Cleansing 
the Temple”. Do you know why he had to “return” to Scotland, where he had been born 
in 1510? The answer is a fascinating story of drama, anguish, pain, revelation and tri-

umph. 
 
John Knox was the son of a Scottish merchant in East Lothian, Scotland. He attended a 
public grammar school and then proceeded to further studies at the University of St An-
drews. He was inspired to become a Catholic priest and was ordained on Easter Eve in 
1536. He served as “minister of the sacred altar” in St. Andrews. 
 
During those early years of the 16th Century, much of Europe was in a state of excite-
ment and turmoil as a result of Martin Luther’s monumental hammering of the 95 theses 
on the church door in Wittenberg, Germany. Luther was also a catholic priest who felt 
compelled to protest major ethical issues of the Catholic Church at that time. Chief 
among these was the requirement of Catholics to pay money to the church to have sins 
forgiven or to get a deceased loved one out of Purgatory. Luther’s action ignited a protest 
which quickly spread across Europe and which led to the formation of a whole new reli-
gion, the Protestant Church. John Knox and George Wishart were two of several priests 
in Scotland who agreed with Luther and started discussions in Scotland. This did not 
please the Catholic hierarchy in Scotland and on March 1, 1546, Wishart was burned 
alive by the Catholic arch-deacon. This hideous act stimulated Knox to greater protests of 
his own, but on July 31, 1547, Knox and other “heretics” were captured and forced to be-
come galley slaves on French (Catholic) ships. They were chained to benches and forced 
to row the vessel as they were overseen by an officer with a whip. 
 
In February 1549, after a total of 19 months in the galley-prison Knox was finally re-
leased. He subsequently made his way to Geneva, Switzerland where he studied and de-

bated with another former priest, John Calvin. The two of them formulated much of the 
doctrine of the new Reformed Church. 
 
Ten years later, Knox returned to his home-land of Scotland and preached in several 
churches, but especially at St. Giles, the main church of Edinburgh. In 1560 the Scottish 
parliament met to settle religious issues. Knox and five other protestant ministers were 
called upon to draw up a new confession of faith. They had been discussing this for ten 
years and knew exactly what was needed, appropriate and true to their beliefs. In four 
days they presented the “Scots Confession” which was presented to Parliament and ap-
proved. The Presbyterian Church was formed! It was based on many issues but especially 
the belief that every man should be free to pray and read Scripture himself without hav-
ing to depend upon a priest or some high church official. The church would be self gov-
erning by Presbyters chosen by the people!  
 
Preliminary discussions are now being held regarding a possible tour of Scotland for CPC 
members in the summer of 2020. If you might be interested or would like further infor-
mation, please contact Doug Kirkpatrick at 737dbk@gmail.com or (541) 261-6215. 



 

Happy Birthday 
1 Lorine Lovett 
2 Bob Sutherland 
4 Joe Honsberger 
 Bill Schaffer 
5 Kaitlin Browne 

 Johnathan Cardona 
 Emily Gillham 
 Svetlana Obregon Saens 
6 Arlene Aamot 
 Pat Moore 
 Bob Nobis 
7 Bill Floyd 
9 Orva Aukes 
 Heidi Balderas 
 Keith Cardona 
 Cheryl Looney 
 Mabel Tih 
10 Keith Faler 
 Terri Jensen 
11 Michael Northam 
12 Michael Santel Jr 
13 Kathi Eckert 
 Daniel Enzi 
 Joshua Guese 
 Hannah Montague 
14 Mary Garrison 

 

15 Marietta Billups 
 Barry Price 
16 Richard Parnitzke 
17 Donna Johnson 
 Rob Larson 

 Kate Steen 
18 Amanda Borchers 
19 Marti Nazzaro 
21 Lynne Hobson 
 Mike Shirey 
22 Rod Bernsen 
 James Carter 
 Samantha Eastman 
23 Andrea Annoh-Opong 
 Grace Brinker 
24 Jay Adkins 
 Jerri Christensen 
 Walt Hunt 
26 Steve Bell 
 Evelyn Melendez 
 Orion Steen III 
27 Ron Hook 
 Joe Teague 
28 Ed Boschma 
30 Carol Frauendiener 
 Helen Harper 

2 Boyd & Leeann Astemborski 
 Rigo & January Espinoza 
 David & Jodi Wender 
6 Bob & Vicki Jackson 
8 Leon & Cheryl Looney 
10 LeRoy & Joy Cook 
11 Richard & Diane Parnitzke 
12 James & Cynthia Carter 
 Jerry & Elaine De Kruif 
13 Michael & Heidi Gray 
14 Rob & Nancy Prentiss 
16 Keith & Sandra Moon 

17 Chris & Lorine Lovett 
18 Greg & Deborah Soyka 
20 Steve Bryant & Lori Gary 
 Duane & Gloria Hauser 
21 Hipolito & Evelyn Melendez 
24 Joel & Sydney Avey 
25 Brad & Helen Bell 
 Barry & Marilyn Price 
27 Keith & Barbara Faler 
 John & Brenda Merrill 
 Norm & Rita Stephens 
30 Chris & Janet Rogerson 

Happy Anniversary 



STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff 

Senior Pastor 

 

Rev. Brett Everett      Rev. Mike Shirey 

 Associate Pastor        Assistant Pastor         

 

Dr. David Wilson 

 Director of Music 

 

Heidi Gray  

Praise Team Worship Leader 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov           Charisma Luat Guese 

   Pianist-Traditional       Pianist-Contemporary  

 

Brandin Francabandera,  

Director of  Children & Family Ministry 

 

Holli Bishop, Office Coordinator 
 

Jenna Dunn, Office Assistant 
 

January Espinoza, Financial Assistant - Treasurer 

 
    
 

 
 
925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional     9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

MAY HAPPENINGS 

 

02  National Day of Prayer 

11  Bloom Tea 

25  Bill Colton Memorial 

27   Memorial Day— 

  Office Closed 


