
 

Following Jesus 

 

Pilgrimages. Pilgrimages to holy places were a 
commonplace practice throughout the first 
seventeen centuries of the Church’s life. Christians, 

poor and rich alike, would set out on holy 
adventures to the birth and burial places of saints. 

As they journeyed they would remind themselves of 
the stories of the life of the saints. If they had 
literature written by the saints, they would reflect 

upon their writings during their journey. 
Occasionally, these holy pilgrimages would turn 

unhealthy because the sojourners would venerate 
the saint’s power over and against the power of Christ. Late Antiquity historian, Peter 
Brown, has written a fascinating study of this called, The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and 
Function in Latin Christianity. Brown suggests that the early Christian’s fascination with 
taking pilgrimages to the saints arose from a deep belief that heaven meets earth in the life 

of the saints. Christians practiced pilgrimages not to escape the world, but rather to find 
out the truth about the world. It was for them less about being other-worldly and more 
about being upper-worldly. Christians within the Early and Medieval Church believed that 

our lives take place inside of a much larger, grander story of redemption. Within this story 
of redemption, God is constantly present breaking into the present with the hope of the 

New Creation. God is making all things new, and the saints lives are a special part of His 
handiwork. They are signposts to what our lives should look like with the Lord. 
 

In our modern 21st century the practice of holy pilgrimages has been parodied by some of 
us through our visits to the “Sites of the Stars.” Today, we visit the places where movies 
were filmed, and where movie and music stars have lived and died. We find our ‘adventure 

fix’ through day trips and destination holidays. For the few of us with the financial means 
and available time, we continue to take spiritual pilgrimages of sorts every five to ten years 

to the Holy Land, to the cities of Paul, or to places that were important in the history of the 
Protestant Reformation.  
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But there is a way, each year during Holy Week, we can experience a ‘holy pilgrimage’ of 

sorts as we walk with Jesus. As we observe, reflect upon, and participate in parts of the 
journey that Christ made to the cross, and to his empty grave.  

 
We begin this journey with Jesus by remembering his entrance into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday. We wave our palms singing “Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!”  

 
We remind ourselves of the intimacy and warmth of our Lord’s friendship, as we 
share a meal with him on Maundy Thursday.  

 
Then, on Good Friday, through participating in darkness and silence, we 

remember his death upon the cross. How he overcame our utter hopelessness with 
his selfless love.  
 
From Good Friday to Easter Sunday we wait and watch with anticipation; waiting 

to celebrate the good news that “He is Risen Indeed!” That death has been laid in 

its grave because the Son is alive! 
 

To help you reflect upon the passion of Christ during Holy Week, we invite you to use a 

scripture reading plan taken from The Revised Common Lectionary. We are following 
Year C together in the scripture passages we use in our worship services. You can find 

The Revised Common Lectionary online for free at:  
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu. 
 

As I shared with you last month in The Call, “Our story begins in ashes and dust, but 
ends in glory, all because of Jesus!” May Jesus himself meet you in this season of 

pilgrimage, and draw near to you as you follow in his footsteps.  
 
 

 

 

Did you know? 

 
In this month’s, “Did you know?” we will look at how churches use outside consultation 
groups. 

 
Did you know that churches of all sizes, at key points in their congregation’s life, bring 

in outside consultation groups to offer them perspective as they plan for the future? Our 
church in 2017 used a consultation group called Holy Cow! Consulting led by Russ 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu


 

Crabtree to help us prepare for the next season of ministry as we moved toward the 

retirement of Rev. Dr. Bob Simmons. The surveys from that consultation were used by our 
Pastoral Nominating Committee in their review of more than 40 candidates, and their 

selection of our new Senior Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff.  
 
This year our Session in March brought in another consultation group called Church 
Health Initiative. This consultation group looked at our church’s health and growth over 
the last twenty years of its life. The consultants, Dr. Paul Borden and Rev. Nate 

Dreesmann, came as representatives from our ECO denomination. During their time with 
us they took us through a “360° review”. Looking at every area of our church’s life by 
meeting with our paid staff, church officers (Deacons and Elders), and with three 

congregational focus groups. The congregational focus groups were open for anyone in the 
congregation to sign up and share their thoughts. 

 
Before our consultants arrived each of our paid staff filled out questionnaires and our key 
leaders worked on a larger document called, “A Congregational Self-Study” which reviewed 

the last 20 years of our church’s life. That document involved the voices of our Pastors, 
Staff, and a few key Session and Deacon officers. Also, before our consultants arrived, we 
sent them several documents that offered a snapshot of our church’s life and practices. 

Those documents are listed below:  
 

1. The Senior Pastor’s Meeting Agenda Templates (Weekly Staff Meeting, Weekly 

Pastors Meeting, Weekly Worship Planning Meeting) 

2. Seven Session Meeting Agendas That Began August 2018                                 

and Ended in February 2019 

3. Our New Session Committee Master File Template 

4. The 2018 Three-Hour Elder Retreat PowerPoint Presentation with Handouts  

5. The Most Recent Version of Our Amended Church Bylaws  

6. The Church Statement of Faith 

7. The Most Recent Month of Financials – January 2019  

8. Three Years of Annual Reports (Years 2016, 2017, and 2018)  

9. Two Stewardship Campaign Packets (2017 and 2018) 

10.Several Samples of Sunday Worship Bulletins including Special Sundays like     

Christmas Eve 

11.The 2018 Revised Employee Handbook  

12.Eight Different Job Descriptions 

13.Our Personnel New Hire Checklist  

14.The Holy Cow Consulting Employee Survey Results  

15.The Holy Cow Consulting Congregation Assessment Tool 

16.Three of The Call Newsletter (December 2018, January and February 2019 

17.This Is Our Story – Church History 



 

They visited with us from March 6th – 10th. During their visit they met with all of our Staff 

and Pastors for one-on-one interviews that were 30 minutes to an hour in length (note: 
they also met with our two recently retired pastors – the Rev. Dr. Bob Simmons and 

Certificate Pastor Bob Shelton). They also met with two of our key Elders over Buildings & 
Grounds, and over the PNC process. They met with our Deacons as a group, and they met 
with our Session as a group (our pastors were not present at these meetings). In addition 

to these meetings, they lead three congregational focus groups. They also conducted a 
special three-hour findings discussion on Saturday for our Session and Staff so our two 
key leadership teams could process the findings and receive coaching on a few items. 

Following that meeting, they gathered our Session together for a further coaching time. 
Finally, Dr. Paul Borden shared a sermon in both worship services on Sunday.  

 
One of the important outcomes of this Church Health Initiative consultation was they 
defined our church’s “Seven Greatest Strengths” and our church’s “Seven Greatest 

Concerns.” For each of the “Seven Greatest Concerns” they offered us Prescriptions for 
Changes that need to be made in the life of our church over the next three years. Our 

Session is planning on sharing these findings with our congregation soon. To make sure 
we communicate them clearly, we are working on creating a “Question & Answer Meeting.”  
 

 
 

Further Resources:  
 
 

For those who are interested in learning more about our 2019 consultants, Church 
Health Initiative, here is their website: https://www.churchhealthinitiative.com. 

 
 
For those who are interested in learning more about our 2017 consultants, Holy 
Cow! Consulting, here is their website: https://holycowconsulting.blog. 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.churchhealthinitiative.com
https://holycowconsulting.blog


 

Associate Pastor  
         

Credo Corner 

 

 

 

He we go again for NUMBER 10!!!  During our annual 30Hour Famine event being 

held at Christ Church on April 26-27, Credo will celebrate its 10-year partnership 

with World Vision.  As many of you faithful readers are aware, these past several years 

of Famine events have provided our teens, youth leaders and you, as our church family, 

incredible opportunities to join with thousands of other churches, schools and civic 

organizations to make a HUGE dent in the battle to end hunger and starvation in 

children worldwide. In our tenth year, your Credo team remains 100% committed to 

making a difference in the world hunger problem while doing everything within our 

power to preserve more tomorrows for those children who lack the essentials of food, 

shelter, education and health care! 

 

Interest packets will be distributed this week to ensure we have the numbers necessary 

to execute this event, but we do need your support in several different ways:  

 

• Pray. Ask God to bless and empower our students as they overcome hunger. 

• Volunteer. Come join us for all (or a portion!) of our Famine Weekend.  Come and 

learn about the world hunger problem and participate in our service/learning 

projects.  We have a spot for you! 

• Fast.  Why not try it yourself?  Fast along with us for a portion or the entire 30 

hours.  Can’t fast from food? Why not fast from the Web, a favorite activity, social 

media, or dare I say it – your smart phone instead?  We will begin at 7am on April 

26th and conclude at 1pm on April 27th.   

• Share.  Get the word out!  Invite others to support our cause financially and/or 

prayerfully.  Share what our youth are doing with your friends and family outside 

of the church using social media, community e-blasts, etc.  Feel free to invite teens 

you know (12 and older) to participate with us.  Believe it or not, this is a great way 



 

to get a teenager plugged into a local church, as today’s teens do desire to invest their 

time in meaningful endeavors. More so, this event not only allows a student to join a 

worldwide movement to end world hunger, but also to be exposed to the lasting and 

eternal hope found in Christ Jesus.  We know that there is no solution to the world 

hunger problem apart from the love and compassion of Christ shared with this world 

through Christ’s empowered servants. This event is “intentionally Christian” in all 

aspects. 

· Learn.  Visit www.30hourfamine.org and educate yourself on the world hunger 

situation and what we can do to come alongside the “least of these.” 

· Give.  One significant way you can help is by your monetary donations to our Famine 

fundraising cause. Our team goal for fundraising this year is $4000.  This month 

our team will be working hard to collect donations from friends at school, family 

members, and school teammates up until the time of the event. We would however 

appreciate your support as our church family as well.  For those who wish to 

donate, please write a check made out to World Vision with “30 Hour Famine” on the 

memo line and place it in the offering tray or give it to Pastor Brett or one of our 

Famine student participants.  If you know a specific student you would like to 

sponsor, please add his/her name to the memo line of your check, so that the 

participant can receive credit for the donation.  You may also give online by visiting 

our Famine Credo Team Web page.  We will be providing a Web address link very 

soon.  From our team Web page, you will be able to make a donation to the team 

or you may also designate a gift to a specific team participant.  

 

 

We do wish to thank you in advance for your faithful support and your empowering prayers 

on our behalf as we embark upon “number 10!”  Please expect a full report in a later edition 

of The Call! 

 Pastor Brett and the Youth and Youth Leaders of Credo Youth Ministries 

 
 

A HUGE “Thank You” to each of you who came out to support the Haiti 
mission through our Rubio’s Fundraiser.  Thanks to each of you, the team 
will be receiving a check from Rubio’s in the amount of $634.66!!    

 
 

Our next “Food and FUNdraiser” will be held at NYPD.  The Haiti 
Team will receive 20% of any purchases made throughout the day 
for dine-in or take-out food on Sunday, April 7th.  Purchases must 

be accompanied with the flier shown here which can be picked up 
at the “Ministry Resource” wall in the church foyer or in the church 
office.   

 
Did you know? NYPD has been incredibly supportive of our Haiti 

mission trips since our very first trip in 2016?   



 

Assistant Pastor  
 

 

A Bittersweet Reality 

 

15Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners-- of whom I am the worst. 16But for that very reason I was shown 

mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience 

as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. (1 Timothy 1:15-

16 NIV) 

 

I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that life can be bittersweet. If you stop to think 
about it, this is as it should be, since the sweet times wouldn’t seem as sweet without the 

contrast of the bitter times. The sweetness of success is enhanced by the bitterness of 
failure. In turn the bitterness of failure is lessened by the sweetness of success. These 

contrasts permeate human existence. They’re an integral part of most religions, including 
Christianity. Turn to the opening pages of the Bible and you will discover many examples: 
the heavens and the earth; light and darkness; water and dry land, male and female; 

obedience and disobedience. 
 
Life is filled with contrasts. As one who suffered from Seasonal Affective Disorder before 

moving to sunny Arizona, I can tell you that the bitterness of a cold, dreary day is blown 
away by the sweet heat of a bright, sunny day. I know I’m not alone. While it hasn’t been 

easy to endure this condition, it has provided me with a spiritual insight by way of 
comparison. The depression brought on by a gloomy day is akin to the depression that 
results when I sin. Before your head explodes over the notion that a pastor can sin, please 

understand that the definition of sin casts a wide net. Jesus made it clear in the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) that thoughts are as sinful as actions. Few of us can exercise 

complete control over our thoughts. A murderous thought directed toward someone who 
cuts you off on the road is a sin. That means I’m a sinner, and so are you. 
 

If you’re still with me, let me assure you this isn’t the end of the story. Where there is sin, 
there is judgment, but there is also grace. While it’s philosophically true that obedience 
and disobedience (sin) are opposites, the distinction between the two is no longer as stark 

because “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” The primary contrast is now 
between sin and grace, but it isn’t a contrast between equals. Grace always overcomes 

sin, as the Apostle Paul put it in Romans: “But where sin increased, grace increased all 
the more…” (5:20). The point is that the deeper my awareness of my sinfulness, the 
greater my experience of God’s grace. I can remember struggling to come up with a list of 

sins that would satisfy the priest when I went to confession for the first time at the tender 
age of seven. That struggle diminished and disappeared over time… 
 

God doesn’t rank sins according to human standards, for which we should be grateful. 
Everyone is a sinner, which means everyone needs mercy and grace, not just from God 

but from each other. God has plenty of grace to go around. He showers us with mercy (not 
getting what we deserve when we sin) and grace (getting what we don’t deserve when we 



 

sin) so that we can shower it on others. The grace God gives me is not mine to keep; it’s 

mine to share – with everyone and anyone. Few of us, I suspect, are willing to adopt Paul’s 
claim to “the worst of sinners” but all of us sin and all of us need grace. This experience of 

grace is often the door through which people come to faith in Christ. In this way, it is the 
gift that leads to eternal life – a gift too great not to share. 
 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey 
 

 

 

 

 

Music Ministry  
 

 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR 

  

 

Our hymn-of-the-month for this Lenten season, Dust and Ashes, written by Sydney Avey 
and set to music by Vitaly Serebriakov, is something of which we can be most proud. It is 

truly a gift to us by two very talented members of our congregation.  
 

Throughout the ages, hymn texts have represented personal expressions of deeply-held 
beliefs written by people who felt moved to put pen to paper. Hymns are truly “the history 
of the church in song.” From paraphrases of the Psalms to “hymns of personal 

expression,” we launch our voices in praise and adoration each Sunday to proclaim the 
great tenets of our faith. Why do we do this? We are commanded. As the Psalmist instructs 
us, we are to “Sing to the Lord a new song” and “come before His courts with praise and 

thanksgiving.” These are not suggestions. They are commandments.  
 

How blessed are we to have a “new song” to praise God for his mighty works, a song 
created by members of our own congregation. I have a hunch that Sydney and Vitaly are 
not the only ones who have talents that can contribute to our worship experience. 

 
Have you ever thought of writing a hymn? I challenge you to try. Jot down your thoughts. 
Make this a part of your Lenten promise. Don’t worry about the particulars. I’ll help you 

find a tune and perfect your prose. Together we will find a way to “sing to the Lord a new 
song.” As I told Sydney after she handed me her hymn, “we only need 299 more to publish 

our own Christ Church Hymnal.” 
 
Can I have an “Amen” to that? 

 

 

Dr. David Wilson,  
Director of Music 
 



 

GROW  
 

 

 

CARING MINISTRIES: 

 

   This month we are featuring GriefShare. 

 

   GriefShare has two on-going classes. 

 

GriefShare has two classes this Spring, both meeting in Room 204B.  

Donna Peck is the Facilitator for the Sunday class, meeting from  

10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Sharon Offerdahl is the Facilitator for the 

Monday class meeting from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

These classes, as the name implies, minister to those who are grieving the 

loss of a loved one. 

 

We are very pleased this is a growing ministry. 

 

The course materials are designed so that a person can join a class at any 

time and then complete the classes the following semester. 

 

If you know of someone who might benefit from this type of support, please 

encourage them to contact me. 

 

Also, we are still looking for people to train as co-facilitators of GriefShare.  

Please pray about this matter.  Perhaps He will speak to your heart.  If so, 

please contact me. 

 

 
For more Information, contact 
Carol Phillips, 
623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

 

 



 

DEACON MINISTRY 

Shelia Schweitzer – Care Community 5 

I’m Sheila Schweitzer and have been a member CPC since November 2015. I’m not just a 
Deacon, but also part of an awesome volunteer team to count Sunday offerings and head a 

great usher team four months out of the year. 
 
I grew up in Woodstock, VT, graduated from the University of Vermont and married the 

love of my life, John, in October 1974. We first lived in New Jersey, moved to Vermont, and 
due to John’s failing health, moved here to Arizona to be close to family. John went home 

to be with our Lord in December 2016.  
 
We loved hiking, skiing, and traveling, which I continue to enjoy. I feel very blessed by all 

the friends I have made here at Christ Presbyterian Church.  

 

 
The coffee hour schedule for April is as follows:  

 April 7th Charisma Guese Group 4 charisma.luat@gmail.com 

 April14th Palm Sunday No Coffee Hour 

 April21st Easter Sunday No Coffee Hour 

 April28th Holli Bishop Group 3 hollibishop07@gmail.com  

 

Judy Harding, Moderator Board of Deacons  

 

 

 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Corner 

I hope by now you’ve heard that CPC has an active 
Stephen Ministry. You may also have heard that I 

recently returned from a weeklong training course in 
Anaheim, CA, where I learned about the Stephen Series, 
a program of lay caring ministry for the congregation. My 

instruction included both how-to-train and supervise lay 
people in caring ministry, something about which I’m 

passionate. 
 
Now we need to find men and women of our congregation who are willing to answer Jesus’ 

call to serve as Stephen Ministers, beginning with 50 hours of stimulating and useful 



 

training in Christian caring skills. This training will be led by trained Stephen Leaders and 

will include a variety of topics such as listening, Christian assertiveness, maintaining 
boundaries in caregiving, and grief. The training is distinctively Christian and focuses on 

God as the one who cures as we care. 
 
When Stephen Ministers have completed their training, they will be commissioned and 

ready to begin their ministry. Working under supervision, these Stephen Ministers will be 
available to meet weekly with people experiencing such problems as these, and many more: 
bereavement, single-parenting, job loss, terminal illness, long-term hospitalization, and 

natural disasters. Stephen Ministers commit to at least two years for training, service, and 
regular supervision. Many Stephen Ministers enjoy their ministry so much that they 

choose to serve beyond the two years. 
 
While being a Stephen Minister requires commitment of time and effort, it also brings joy 

and fulfillment. It may be one of the most rewarding challenges you will ever embrace. In 
addition, you will use the skills you learn not only in your caring ministry, but also in your 

everyday relationships with family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers. 
 
Think and pray about this opportunity. If you decide you would like to explore becoming a 

Stephen Minister, please contact me right away at pastorshirey@cpcgpoodyear.org and we 
can talk about how to get started. If we agree that you would be well-suited to be a Stephen 
Minister, you will be enrolled in the next training course. Thank you for your prayers and 

prayerful consideration. 

 

Pastor Mike Shirey 
STEPHEN MINISTRY LEADER 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

The next New Member Class will be Sunday, June 9, 2019.  A 

light lunch will be provided and, if needed, childcare.  New 
members will be welcomed on Sunday, June 23rd, at the service 

of their choice.  Please indicate your interest in participating in 
the class by completing the Welcome card in the chairback on 
Sunday or calling the office at 623-882-0721.   

 
Feel free to attend the class if you just want more information 
about Christ Church. There is no pressure to become a member 

on the day you attend class. 



 

UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS 

Information on upcoming classes and events are posted on the Ministry 

Resource Wall in the Sanctuary foyer area. Come take a look! 

 

WOMEN OF THE WORD - W.O.W. 

W.O.W. will meet Saturday, April 13th at 10:00 a.m. in room 102. 

Lesson 17 is Living Near the End -1 Peter 4:7-11. Read this passage several times – slowly. 
How do these verses apply to me? 

 
Chili Cook-Off – a fantastic time was had by all. Who knew there were so many variations 

of one dish? The winners: Sheri Pickles & Bob Shelton (4th time winner!) received the 
aprons. Thank you, Carolyn Hauber, for the embroidery work. 
 

Line Sauer, Moderator 623-849-6402  
Lil Kerswill, Secretary 602-999-1499 
 

 

 

 

MEN OF I.A.M.  
 

 

Men of I.A.M. Song! Thanks to Sydney Avey, the Men of I.A.M. have our 

own song.  With David leading, we sing it at each of our monthly Bible 

Studies.  The lyrics are: 

 

   Rise Up, Men of I.A.M 

 

   Rise up, Men of I.A.M! O brave and faithful men. 
   Give heart and mind and soul and strength to reach across the 10. 
 

   Rise up, Men of I.A.M! and help to open doors. 
Roll up your sleeves, serve those in need, send help to foreign shores. 

 

   Rise up, Men of I.A.M! the church on you depends, 
   In brotherhood to demonstrate how far God’s love extends.  

 

   Lift high the cross of Christ! Go where His spirit leads. 

   As brothers of the Son of Man, rise up and do good deeds.  
 

   Sydney Avey © 2019  



 

April Bible Study – Join us on April 13th for the best $5 breakfast in 

town followed by our Bible Study led by Mitch Jackson. This month’s 
topic is “Jesus Calls His Disciples” using the book Life of Christ.   
We’ll meet at 8:00 a.m. in the Atrium. 

 
 

  
Pancake Breakfast – The Pancake Breakfast will be on Palm Sunday, 

April 14th. Cost is only $8 for adults and $5 for kids 3 thru 12 years.   
 
 

  
 
Fathers’ Day Auto Show – On Fathers’ Day, June 16th, the Men of I.A.M. 

will assist in the Auto Show, providing hot dogs and parking assistance. 
 

 
 
 

Clothing with New Logo – New clothing samples are ready.  Stop by the 
Men of I.A.M. table in the Atrium and see some of the many choices. 

 

 

 

Chili Cook-off – The Men of I.A.M. and W.O.W. outdid themselves this 
year with the number and variety of competing Chili recipes.   
Thank you to everyone who participated. 

 

 

The winners this year were Bob Shelton (for the 4th time!) and Sherri Pickles. 

A special “thank you” to Chuck Seely and Line Sauer for their leadership. 

 

Feed the Youth – The Men of I.A.M. feed the youth on the second 
Sunday evening of each month at 6:00 p.m. room 209.  This a great 

chance to meet and chat with members of our youth group.  Contact 
John Reichard for further info. 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 
 
Russ Schultz, President       Scott Phillips, Secretary 
623-882-0198         623-340-9158 
randmschultz@centurylink.net sphillipsaz@cox.net  

 



 

 
SERVE 

 
 

MISSION & OUTREACH 

 

I have become aware that many in our congregation are not familiar with all the ministries 
we support. Last month I highlighted our volunteering at Feed My Starving Children. This 

month I am highlighting another mission we support, One Challenge (OC). 

 

One Challenge International Ministries 

For a number of years our church has been supporting Karl and Jenny Teichert who are 

with One Challenge. Karl and Jenny are serving the Lord as missionaries with OC Africa in 
South Africa. They moved to Johannesburg, South Africa in November 1997 with their 

four children; Ann, Scott, Stephen, and John. Karl serves as the Africa Area Director for 
OC International. 
 

Karl and Jenny’s vision is to see a healthy, Bible-based church established in every un-
reached village and community in South Africa, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Zambia, and 
beyond. Their strategy is to partner with key African church leaders to research, train, and 

mobilize the body of Christ to complete the Great Commission. They are striving to equip 
local leaders in Southern Africa to reach their nations for Christ and send missionaries 

into other countries as well. 
 
Jenny enjoys leading Bible Studies to help women grow in their relationship with Jesus 

Christ. In addition, she provides support for a home-based care program for HIV-positive 
patients in Finetown, South Africa. Jenny also facilitates fun, interactive Sunday School 

workshops to help teachers share the love of Jesus Christ.  She shares practical 
techniques, inspiring ideas and creative resources to assist Sunday School teachers in 
applying God’s word to their lives and in the lives of the children they serve. 

 
Karl’s ministry focuses on research, church planting, and leadership development training 
throughout the continent of Africa. If Karl and Jenny are not on you prayer list, please add 

them and the ministry of One Challenge.  Right now, Karl is asking for prayers for more 
open doors to facilitate coaching skills training and effectively empower leaders and teams 

to multiply movements of the gospel in Africa.   
 
We recently received thanks from Karl and Jenny for our prayers and financial support 

again this year. They are sincerely grateful to the Lord for our partnership in His mission. 

 

Pick Your Passion 

Remember that we are always looking for donations of various items each month. Place 

your donations in the appropriate labeled bins in the hallway off the atrium.  
 

Heavenly Hygiene Kits 
Items needed are soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo and conditioner. 
 



 

Days for Girls 

We're turning periods into pathways. Days for Girls increases access to menstrual 
care and education by providing washable feminine hygiene solutions to 

impoverished women who have previously gone without feminine hygiene 
products. This enables them to live with independence. Join Christ Church on the 
second Saturday of each month from 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in room 203 to prepare 

sustainable feminine hygiene kits to be distributed to mission teams. If you can’t make 
Saturdays but would like to help by sewing at home or projects to help prepare the kits, 
contact Leissa Gashler at leissa@cox.net. 

 
Items needed are 5/8’ grosgrain ribbon in bright, fun colors (www.giftsintl.com). gallon-

size Ziploc© freezer bags, travel soaps, safety pins, terry cloth washcloths, and 100% 
cotton cloth remnants in solids or prints. 
Available through Days For Girls - girls panties sizes 10-14 

Available through Days For Girls -  PUL by the yard 
 
Agua Fria Food Bank 

There is always need for non-perishable food items for the Agua Fria Food Bank. The Food 
Bank no longer accepts egg cartons, so please don’t bring those. They do accept clothing 

donations and there is a bin for that right next to the food bin. 
 
Knitting for the Needy 

Your yarn, your time, your prayers serve neighbors around the 
world. 

 
Are you knitting squares? Look what 6 squares can do! Hats, 
blanket squares, washcloths (use cotton yarn), and hand warmers. 

 
Our troops are requesting hand warmers. Knit a 7” x 10” rectangle in ribbing (k2 p2) stitch 
or garter (k all rows). Stitch up 6", leave a 2" space for the thumb.  Finish stitching top 2". 

 
Knitting for the Needy distributes ANY yarn item you want to make to local and global 

charities. Put finished items in the Pick Your Passion bin labeled Knitting for the Needy 
located in the breezeway. Anyone needing patterns or help with knitting or crocheting 
projects, contact Jan Shaffer, www.asummoningstone.com or 317-506-6914. 

 

Haiti Mission Trip 

Unfortunately, the June mission trip to Haiti had to be postponed due to the political 

unrest in Haiti. However, we are continuing our fundraising efforts so the team is 
positioned to travel when it is safe to do so.  As I write this article, we are in final 
preparation for the “Old Time Gospel Hour” on March 24th. More details about the plans 

of the Haiti Team were shared in Pastor Brett’s report in the March Call. For now, we need 
to be in prayer for the village of Los Aguas, the country of Haiti, and our Haiti Mission 
Team. 

 
 

Sydney Roosa 

Elder – Mission & Outreach 

 

http://www.giftsintl.com
http://www.asummoningstone.com


 

CONNECT 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
 

Children’s Education – Lots Going On in March and April 

 

First of all, thank you to our teachers and assistants who have made the start of 2019 
successful. Little by little, we are seeing new faces of children and parents, which is 

wonderful. We started a new curriculum at the beginning of March and are hoping to 
make it easier for our teachers and more wonderful for our children in learning about the 

Bible.  We (Brandin and Raub Randels) are looking at bounce houses to purchase. We 
intend to use them inside the gymnasium, as well as outside for special events such as 
Trunk or Treat, Advent activities, and the upcoming Easter Egg Hunt.  There will be more 

updates about this as we go forward.  

Upcoming children’s activities:  

· Our toddlers through 5th grade are going to be singing during the upcoming 
Gospel Hour on March 21st, at 2:00 PM.  They have been practicing the songs 

during Sunday School with their teachers, Libbie Randels and Brandin.  

· On Palm Sunday, April 14th, the children will be bringing palm branches into 
the sanctuary to mark the beginning of Holy Week, and Jesus’ entry into 

Jerusalem.  

· On April 20th, there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for our children from toddlers 

through 12 years of age.  We are still looking for more volunteers to help.   

· Also, VBS planning has started, with notices sent out to those who helped last 

year.  We had and needed approximately 40 adult and teen helpers.  

 

For questions on the above, or to volunteer where we need so much help, please contact 
our Director of Children’s & Family Ministry, Brandin Francabandera, via his cell phone, 
623-806-0557.  

 
Also, prayerfully consider volunteering as our Nursery Coordinator. Our current 

coordinator has been faithfully watching over our infants, with a lot of help from our 
nursery volunteers. However, after doing this for several years, we would like to have 
someone step-up and cross-train with her, and subsequently phase into the Coordinator 

position. Contact Brandin, or Raub (623-236-6445) if you are interested and want to know 
more about this need.   

 
 

Raub Randels, 
Elder, Children’s Ministry 
   

 



 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019 

THEME: LOVE ONE ANOTHER (From John 13:34) 

 

Christ Presbyterian Church will be observing the 2019 National Day of Prayer on May 2nd.  

The format will be the same as in the past. CPC will make prayer materials available for 
each person’s prayer resources. After spending time praying for the nation, the participant 
will contact the Prayer Ministry (prayinghands@cox.net), confirming that “I prayed for our 

State and Nation today”.  Plan now for your participation and watch for further details.  
Let’s make May 2nd, a Day of Prayer for our House of Love & Prayer – CPC! 

 

 

 

SESSION  

  

1. Session approved a Strategic Planning Committee Reorganization recommendation 

for a new organization structure to be implemented when the new Elders come on 

board this spring. 

2. Worship Committee requested approval of up to $3,000 of Chris Harri funds for 

portable worship lighting.  Session approved this request. 

3. The Worship Committee asked for approval to allow Vitaly to perform a benefit 

concert on March 31st with a “love offering” collection.  Motion was approved. 

4. Buildings and Grounds led a discussion to use Chris Harri funds to construct a new 

Welcome Center in the church courtyard.  There have been several designs created 

over an approximate five-year time period.  A final design proposal will be presented 

at the next Session meeting. 

5. A revised Fundraising Policy proposed by the Finance Committee was approved. 

 

 Jim Rains, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 

FINANCE TEAM  

 
2019 Contribution Report  

   
YTD Actual Income   $185,488  

YTD Actual Expenses   $209,275  
Surplus/(Deficit)        ($23,787)  

 
 



 

 

TIME & TALENT  

SUNDAY Worship CCS Credo  Arctic                           MOPS 

 Total Adult Youth  Children          Adult        Children 

                                                     
March  3 372 55 11 22     67               66 

March  6 122     
March 10 344 102 09     37     DNM      DNM 
March 17 332 92        09        31              75               74 

March 24     NA  NA NA NA 
 

DNM = DID NOT MEET NA= NOT AVAILABLE 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, May 11, 2019—The Bloom Ministry cordially invites 

all Christ Church women to our Annual Bloom Tea. Please join us for this highly 
anticipated, yearly event of food, fellowship, and more.  Also, if you'd like to be a part of 

the planning team, like to host a table, or just have any questions, please contact 
Charisma Guese at charisma.luat@gmail.com.  More details to come!! 
 

 

RESOURCES 
Church Library—There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  

If you wish to read a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have 
finished reading them.  We currently do not have a way to check out books.  Please put 

the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  There are several categories of books, including 
a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There are also several jig-saw puzzles 
available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them on the “returns” 

cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com). 
 

Worship & Facebook—If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may 

experience the sermon portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You 

do not need a Facebook account to access our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and 
key in: https://www.facebook.com/CPCGoodyear/.  

 

Calendar—Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  

www.cpcgoodyear.org. The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. 
You can also access the calendar on the ShelbyNext app. 

 

 PROGRAMS 
Sunday Flower Donations Reminder— If you would like to order flowers for the 

sanctuary, the sign-up sheet is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday 

preceding the Sunday you want them displayed and listed in the announcements. 
Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40. Rosebuds for birth announcements are 
$15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering envelope and indicate under 

“other” or pay in the office. There are many dates available in 2019!  You can pick-up and 
take the flowers home after second service. Returning the vase to the admin office is 



 

appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 

Ink Cartridges— Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle 

program. We receive credit at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this 
program.  
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program—Did you know you can support our nonprofit 

organizations just by shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community 
Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select 

Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. Select our church to support and enroll. 
Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every time you shop and use 
your V.I.P Card. Remember…all participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning 

rewards for their chosen organization. 

Happy Birthday  
3 Adalia Akah 
 Linda Gillham 
4 Judy Raithel 
6 Beverly Smith 
7 Rachel Craig 
 Marilyn Price 
8 Robin Laurence 
10 Lindzy Bakker 
 Jan Feather 
11 Richard Long 
 Portia Taylor 
12 Bill Jones 
 Terrie Kirkpatrick 
 Linda Lamphere 
 Edward Russell 
15 Ryan Wender 
16 Bruce King 
17 J.D. Brown 
 Norma Hawk 
 Mark Taylor 

18 John Merrill 
21 C C Colton 
 Rob Wehofer 
22 Andrei Bank 
23 Chuck Seely 
 Jim Wiley 
24 Sue Brumbaugh 
 Bob Honson 
25 Mieke Boschma 
 Gracelyn Hinds 
 Jan Quinones 
 Russell Schultz 
26 Travis Bakker 
29 Libbie Randels 
30 Ella Brinker 
 Garrett Hartwig 

3 Jerry Kienle & Judy Sinor 
4 Chuck & Vicki Seely 
5 Bob & Lynne Hobson 
8 Kyn & Terri Jensen 
9 Rob & Janice Larson 
10 Dick & Mary Ann Huesby 

12 Bill & Susan Armstrong 
14 Jim & Debby Rains 
19 Gary & Orva Aukes 
 Steve & Pat Moore 

Happy Anniversary  



STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff 

Senior Pastor 

 

Rev. Brett Everett      Rev. Mike Shirey 

 Associate Pastor        Assistant Pastor         

 

Dr. David Wilson 

 Director of Music 

 

Heidi Gray  

Praise Team Worship Leader 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov           Charisma Luat Guese 

   Pianist-Traditional       Pianist-Contemporary  

 

Brandin Francabandera,  

Director of  Children & Family Ministry 

 

Holli Bishop, Office Coordinator 

 

Office Assistant 

 

January Espinoza, Financial Assistant - Treasurer 

 
    
 

 
 
925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional     9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

APRIL HAPPENINGS 

 

06  Joe Waters Memorial 

14  Palm Sunday 

18   Maundy Thursday 

19   Good Friday 

20   Easter Egg Hunt 

21   Easter Sunday 

26/27  30-Hour Famine 

28  Vitaly’s Concert 


