
 

DESCENDING INTO GLORY 

 

This coming season of Lent we are going to be following The 

Revised Common Lectionary for our sermon series called, 

“Ashes and Dust”. For some readers words like “Lent” and 

“Lectionary” are a common part of their Christian vocabulary. 

For other readers the origin and meaning of Lent, and the use of 

a Lectionary, is unclear. The word Lent comes from the Old 

English word lencten which means ‘spring season’. The practice 

of Lent, observing a 40-day period of repentance and self-

reflection prior to the resurrection of Christ that is celebrated on 

Easter, was called quadragesima in Latin, meaning ‘fortieth’.  The season of Lent, is a larger part of the 

practice of following the life of Christ through the year which begins with the Advent season and ends in 

Ordinary Time typically around summer after Pentecost Sunday on June 9th. During the season of Lent 

Christians reflect on their need for Christ by confessing their need for forgiveness of sins, and by choosing 

to abstain from certain things so they can focus their attention on Christ. Lent is a season where 

Christians remember the importance of repentance in their lives, which is why the Season of Lent is often 

begun on Ash Wednesday with a service where Christians receive the marks of ashes upon their 

foreheads. Those ashes are collected from the palm leaves that were used in the previous year’s Palm 

Sunday celebration and were burned in preparation for Ash Wednesday.  At Christ Church we begin the 

Season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 6th. There will be a special service assisted and led by our 

youth from 6:00–7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. All are invited to attend and worship!  

 

It is important to know why we celebrate Lent. We celebrate the Season of Lent to draw near to Christ by 

observing his story, to allow his desert preparation of 40 days (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; Mark 1:12-

13) to be a time of spiritual preparation in our lives as we wait to celebrate Christ’s resurrection on 

Easter. The famous Orthodox theologian, Alexander Schmemann, has said it well, “When a man leaves on 

a journey, he must know where he is going. Thus with Lent. Above all, Lent is a spiritual journey and its 

destination is Easter.” (Great Lent, Schmemann, p. 11) Lent can, at times, seem like one long period of 

reflection on our sin and need for repentance, but that is only partly true. Lent is a time to not only reflect 

on Christ’s sacrifice for us, but the hope of glory he extends to each one of us. Even though the Lord 

made humanity from dust, He calls them into glory through Christ. Easter is coming, the sun/Son will rise 

again, the best is yet to come for those who place their trust in the risen Christ!  
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In our observance of the Season of Lent, we are going to take our Scripture readings for our weekly 

corporate worship services from The Revised Common Lectionary. We invite you for your personal 

reflections to consider following The Revised Common Lectionary. You can find it for free online at: 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu. Lectionaries are lists of Scripture readings placed in a 

calendar schedule so Christians, who may be spread across time or space, can reflect upon the same 

Scriptures. It is a way for the universal church to worship together. The Revised Common Lectionary 

was created in 1994 as a revision of two earlier lectionaries. It is the most widely used lectionary 

among Protestant Christian (Lutherans, Anglicans, Presbyterians, and Methodists all follow The Revised 

Common Lectionary).  

 

Our story begins in ashes and dust, but ends in glory, all because of Jesus!!! 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 

Did you know? 

(“Did you know?” is a monthly column focused on Pastor Tony sharing updates with you on changes in 

the life of our church. It is one of two great ways to learn about changes at Christ Church. The other 

way you can learn about changes is a monthly “Questions with your Pastor” meeting in the Atrium on 

the fourth Sunday). 

 

In this month’s, “Did you know?” we will look at church office printing practices. 

 

Did you know that the average mid-size church’s office printing needs are carried out just like many 

other small businesses in your community? Most mid-size churches in America have to create print 

contracts with local companies for their copying machines. They also do large purchase orders of 

supplies based upon weekly printing estimates for worship services, ministry flyers, and mailings. 

Invariably the copying machines they lease break down due to use which requires monthly (and at 

times weekly) visits from technicians. This in turn takes away from how church office time could be 

spent in other areas. As you might imagine, all of these situations slow down church office teams, 

taking their focus away from more important ministry needs. A common approach mid-size churches 

use to overcome this is to move a portion of their regular printing demands to offsite-contracted 

printers. Even small churches do this for their Christmas Eve and Easter invitation cards and worship 

bulletins, as we have at Christ Presbyterian Church for several years now. Many churches have begun 

to use this approach for the printing of their outside Sunday worship bulletins, a practice we have 

moved to this month.  

 

Below is an example of our new Worship Bulletin for the sermon series for the Season of Lent called, 

“Ashes and Dust”. The outside of the bulletin is printed through an offsite-contracted printer. We are 

able to do this at half the cost with higher quality paper and ink.  



 

   
 

 

Our office staff still design the inside of the bulletin every week because the inside contents change from 

week to week. We will print it in black and white to save money. Doing this will cut down our office staff’s 

bulletin work requirements, will create much less wear and tear on our leased copying machine, and give 

us a higher quality bulletin; all for half the cost of what we spent when we printed our Sunday worship 

bulletin shells inhouse.  

 

When we are not in the Season of Advent or the Season of Lent, we have created weekly Sunday worship 

bulletin cover shells to use, each designed according to the worship style of the service. Because we 

purchased a large number of these – enough to essentially last us through an entire year of Sunday 

worship attendance – we are able to bring our printing costs down.  
 

 

   

 

We would like to take a moment to thank Michael Gray for the gift of his time and design talents in 

creating these for us. Michael is a member of our worship team in the second worship service, and is our 

church Web Host Administrator. Also, please take time to thank our Office Team for being willing to take a 

fresh approach to our weekly printing, thereby freeing up further resources for the work of the Kingdom of 

God. 

 

 

 



 

For those of you who would like to read more about church marketing and printing practices.  

 

Church Marketing 101: Preparing Your Church for Great Growth by Richard L. Reising 

 

Less Chaos. Less Noise: Effective Communications for an Effective Church by Kem Meyer 

 

Rethink Communication: A Playbook to Clarify and Communicate Everything in your Church 

by Phil Bowdle 

 

You’ve Got This: A Pep Talk for Church Communications Church by Kelley Hartnett 

 

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 

 

 

      

Assoc iate Pastor  
         

 

Haiti Mission Team Update: “Praying in Place”  

 

Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails. 

(Proverbs 19:21) 

 

Oh Lord, may your purpose prevail in and through us!   

 

Several in the church have reached out to me in the last couple of days asking what our intentions are for 

the Haiti Mission Team given the escalating civil unrest, protests, rioting and violence which has 

developed in Port au Prince and is now spreading throughout Haiti. On Valentine’s Day, the US State 

Department issued a “Level 4” travel ban to Haiti for U.S. citizens due to reported crime and civil unrest.   

With this highest threat level, the U.S. government ordered the departure of all non-emergency U.S. 

personnel and their family members from Haiti. This, of course, included U.S. Embassy staff.   

 

Simultaneous with these actions by our government, I have been in frequent communication with our 

“boots on the ground” in Haiti and the Dominican Republic who work with Food for the Hungry (FH) – our 

partnering organization. On Friday, February 15, the FH Global Security team met to discuss issues 

relating to incoming and outgoing mission teams in light of these developments in Haiti. FH, as a parent 

organization, is committed to ensuring the safety of all mission groups who serve in any of its sponsored 

communities around the world and those serving in Hispaniola are no different. On Saturday, February 

16, I received word that FH could not ensure the personal safety of our team for our June 2019 trip. With 

much of the protests relating to a lack of confidence in Haiti’s President Jovenel Moïse, and his refusal to 

step down, despite mounting pressure to do so, and the next general election not until December 2019, 



 

there is anticipation that this unrest may continue through the election time. This all may change very 

quickly, however, if issues are resolved prior to that time. Consequently, where does this leave our 

team? 

 

On Sunday, February 17, the Haiti Team met to discuss the dilemma before us. Through tears and 

prayers, we as a team concluded we are still 100% called to serve in Haiti. We will not, however, travel 

against the directives of our country and the recommendation of the FH Global Security Team. To do so 

would be highly irresponsible. We have decided our best recourse is to indefinitely postpone our trip 

until we are cleared to return to Haiti by the U.S. State Department and FH. We have, however, resolved 

to do four things: 

 

1. We will continue to gather as a team to “pray in place” for the situation in Haiti; that it may be 

quickly resolved and that a lasting peace may be restored to the country. 

2. We will continue our fundraising efforts so that we are positioned to travel when the opportunity 

presents itself. We firmly believe if history repeats itself, there will be a humanitarian crisis in 

Haiti which will follow this unrest. We want to be ready to bring the love, compassion, and hope 

of Christ to our brothers and sisters in Las Aguas and the FH staff. 

3. We will continue to meet as a team for the purpose of growing together (through local service 

projects and team builders) and planning our Las Aguas projects. We have some exciting things 

planned for our next trip and will be introducing a new intentional focus on ministry to the 

children through daily kids’ camps put on by our teens. 

4. We will work with FH in Haiti to see what we might do to creatively reach out to, and come 

alongside of, each of the 60+ sponsor children who cherish our visits and the one-on-one time 

we spend with each of them. Not being able to see our sponsor children in June has all of us 

heart broken. 

 

As a team we have not given up hope on returning to Las Aguas. We are still called to minister to our 

beloved friends and family there and to faithfully represent Christ Church and our Lord Jesus Christ. We 

continue to remind ourselves that sharing the gospel of Christ is a privilege, but it also comes at a great 

cost. To this end we will move forward when the Lord directs us to do so. In the meantime, we wish to 

thank you for your fervent prayers for the people of Haiti and for our team as we patiently wait in place.  

Thank you also for your faithful and generous support of our fundraising efforts past and future. We are 

looking forward to seeing you at the Old Time Gospel Hour on March 24th for an uplifting afternoon! 

     

Consumed by His call to go to the ends of the earth, 

Pastor Brett and the Haiti Mission Team 
 

 

UPCOMING HAITI MISSION TEAM FUNDRAISERS 

Old Time Gospel Hour 

Please come and join us for Christ Church’s second annual “Old 

Time Gospel Hour” on Sunday, March 24th. Like last year, this 

event will be a wonderful time to invite neighbors, family, friends, 

and anyone you pick up on the way, to come and do some 

Stompin’, Shoutin’, and Singin’ as we celebrate that “Old Time 

Religion”!  The hour-long radio show will feature a few guest 

artists, the Christ Church Chancel Choir, Praise Team, and Praise 

Ringers as well as some playful banter from the emcee (Pastor 

Brett) and his trusty sidekick (Vicki Jackson). 



 

You are invited to an optional light lunch in the atrium (provided with the help of the Men of I.A.M.) and 

served by the Haiti Team. We will also host a silent and bid auction.  

 

Event Schedule 
(atrium) Luncheon begins: 12:00 pm 

(atrium) Silent Auction Opens: 12:20 pm  

(atrium) Silent Auction Closes and Live auction begins: 12:45 pm 

(sanctuary) Old Time Gospel Hour Begins: 2:00 pm. 

  

The silent auction will include “themed” baskets and homemade desserts. 
· Baskets include Italian, Spa, Family Movie Night, Wine, Fun and Games, and more. 

· Desserts include key lime and pecan pies, brownies, Bundt and rum cakes, Guatemalan salsa and 

more. 

  

Here are a few of the “experiences” to be had at the live auction: 
· Eight course Tuscan Farm Dinner for six with the Honsberger’s 

· Mexican Fiesta for six with the Jackson’s 

· Pasta making class for four with Papa Joe 

· Italian Lasagna Supreme for six with the Aamot’s 

 

A free-will offering will be taken at the Old Time Gospel Hour to benefit the Haiti Team. 

 

 

 

Come and Enjoy a Fish Taco and More 

and Support the Haiti Team in the Process! 

 

 

Rubio’s will donate 20% of all proceeds raised from meals 

purchased in the restaurant for dine in, take out, or catering orders1 

when our flyer is presented. 

 

 

March 13, 2:00-9:00 PM 

15479 W McDowell Road - Goodyear, AZ 85338 

 

Flyers will be made available starting Sunday, February 24. 

 

1Online orders cannot be applied to fundraisers at this time.  

 

 



 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO JOIN PASTOR BRETT 

FOR AN INTERGENERATIONAL LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT?  

In life and in death, Jesus’ words were powerful and meaningful. Despite the serious effort and increased 

pain required for Jesus to speak as he hung on the cross, he spoke seven “final words” that have much 

to teach us today about him, the Father and, of course, ourselves.     

 

Join Pastor Brett in this 6-week video-driven study (A post-Easter 7th week is optional), where participants 

will explore the final words of Jesus through the eyes and ears of those who stood near the cross.  The 

study will follow Adam Hamilton’s book, Final Words from the Cross.   

  

WHO? 

This study is intended to be INTERGENERATIONAL and is open to all tweens, teens and adults. 

 

WHEN? 

TWO LENTEN SEASON OFFERINGS… 

Wednesdays, March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10, 17, and 24 (Optional); 10:00-11:00 a.m. or 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

WHERE? 

Room 204a in the Education Building 

 

COST? 

There is no cost to attend.  Child care is not provided. 

 

RSVP? 

Though not required, it will help ensure adequate seating and handouts.   

 

To RSVP, please call the Church Office at (623) 882-0721 or email info@cpcgoodyear.org 

 

 

 

Youth Happenings: 
 

 

Seeking Youth Interest for the 30-Hour Famine!  The 30-Hour Famine lock-in is 

tentatively planned for April 26-27, 2019.  Parents and/or students, please 

contact Pastor Brett if you have interest in participating in this year’s Famine as 

soon as possible, so that sufficient quantities of fundraising materials can be 

ordered.  Information packets containing parental/guardian consent forms will 

go out mid-March.   

 



 

Service Opportunity!  Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Christ Church has reserved 40 spots for a meal-packing service 

project at Feed My Starving Children in Mesa on June 29th from 

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. More information will be made available 

as the date of the event draws near.  For those who would like 

to register for the team, please contact Pastor Brett of visit 

fmsc.org and locate our team. 

 

 

 

Come and join the fun and support a great effort to feed the world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant  Pastor  
 

 

Are You Listening? 

 

 

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 

slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. 

(James 1:19-20 NIV) 

 

I recently had the privilege of spending a week in Anaheim, California, where I attended a Stephen Leader 

Training Conference, which certified me as a Stephen Minister Trainer. CPC has an active Stephen 

Ministry and I am looking forward to working with it and helping it grow. The motto of the ministry is 

“Christ Caring for People through People.” Stephen Ministers receive extensive training to prepare them 

to come alongside people when they are in crisis or need some help working through a significant life 

change. Although it may be an oversimplification, I believe it is fair to say that Stephen Ministers are 

highly trained listeners. They learn how to put into place James’ exhortation to “be quick to listen, slow to 

speak.” In my experience, most people who are undergoing a significant life event want someone to listen 

to them without judgment. You will be hearing more about this ministry later this month. Stay tuned! 

 

Part of my training as a Stephen Leader involved a session on “active listening” during which we role-

played both how to do it and how not to do it. It was both fun and informative, but something that struck 

me as we reflected on the exercise is how it was a little sad we needed to have a training module on 

listening. It is clear to me everyone could use some training in this area given that we seem to be far 

more adept at talking “at” one another than we are at talking “with” one another ,calmly and 

compassionately. We entrench ourselves in our positions and opinions, lashing out in anger at anyone 

who dares to disagree. So many of the problems in our world, our relationships, our families, and yes, in 

our church, could easy be solved if we set aside judgmentalism and anger and took the time to have a 

reasoned and reasonable conversation. 



 

Jesus listened to everyone he encountered – including those who deemed themselves his enemies. He 

heard what they had to say and responded appropriately. Jesus knew the only way to appropriately 

respond to someone is to understand what he or she is saying and what motivates him or her in saying it. 

The same is true today. It has been said, only half-jokingly, that the only exercise some people get is 

jumping to conclusions. Let that not be true of us. I believe God has brought each of us to Christ Church  

for a good and holy purpose. He wants us to be united in our common mission of proclaiming the Gospel 

with our words and actions. We can best figure out how to do this by first listening, then speaking, and 

then working together for the common good. Learning to truly listen to one another is also a good way to 

witness to the world what it means to be a fully devoted follower of Jesus. May God the Father bless us 

with a generous portion of the Holy Spirit as we seek to live this out together. 

 

Rev. Mike Shirey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music  Minis t r y  
 

 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR 

  

 

Last year the music department joined with the Haiti Mission Ministry to produce the first annual “Old 

Time Gospel Hour” to help raise funds for the Haiti team. The response was overwhelming; so you can 

look forward to a repeat of this fun-filled event on Sunday, March 24th. Look for details in future 

announcements.   

 

The hymns and anthems of the Lenten season are some of the richest and most profound in the 

literature, and none more so than that composed by Handel in his sacred oratorio Messiah. You may 

know some of the music found in Part I, the Christmas section, of this much-beloved masterpiece, such 

as “Comfort Me My People”, “For Unto Us a Child is Born”, or “Come Unto Him All Ye Who Labor”. Yet 

Handel’s treatment of the Passion of the Lord, found in Part II of his oratorio, is equally inspirational 

though far less familiar. For that reason, all the music sung by the Chancel Choir and soloists in the 

Traditional Service during Lent will be taken from Handel’s great work. I want to share this powerfully 

emotional music with you and the choir in hopes it will enrich your worship experience as we enter into 

this season of penitence.  

 

 

Can I have an “Amen” to that? 

 

Dr. David Wilson,  

Director of Music 



 

GROW  
 

 

 

CARE MINISTRIES 

 

Laughter & Fun (L.A.F.) -- LAF is just a fun get together with fellowship, laughter, jokes, lunch, and 

donations we make to several of our favorite charities.  We have prayer, a short devotion time, and about 

a two-minute meeting.  It’s a fun time for any age member and guests they may bring.  We meet at the 

Golden Corral Buffet at 1:00 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

 

Knitting for the Needy: Serving our Neighbors - The following note of thanks was 

sent to Christ Presbyterian Knitting for the Needy. 

 

On behalf of Operation Gratitude and the those who receive our care packages, I thank 

you for your generous donation of 18 hats and your dedication to our mission. Your 

contribution will enable us to send over 250,000 care packages this year to brave men 

and women deployed overseas, veterans, new recruits, first responders, wounded 

heroes and their caregivers. 

 

Thank you to all who contribute and continue to donate items. Thanks to your generosity, an additional 

20 hats went out last week. Place any 8" squares or items for newborns through adults in the donation 

box in the breezeway. Your items serve local and global charities. For more information contact Jan 

Shaffer at summoningstone@gmail.com 

 

   

Fitness Witness for Women is Back! 

Pastor Vicki will resume the popular, mixed fitness class, beginning with 

an introductory session on Monday, March 4th at 10:00 in the Gym.  

Come see what it’s all about. Wear comfortable work-out shoes and 

clothing.  Please bring a yoga mat or a heavy beach towel and water. 

Come hear the music and move! Sign-up sheet in the Atrium. 

 

 

DEACON MINISTRY 

Roy Poole – Care Community 8 

I was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, and when I was 4 years old, my parents, my ½ sister and I moved to 

Westminster, California. My half-sister got married in 1969, and soon she and her husband started their 

own family.  

 

In 1984, I met my wife Jill through a mutual friend and after dating for a while, we got married in 1988. We 

purchased a two-bedroom mobile home in the City of Westminster. Our son, Andrew, was born 1990 and 

our daughter, Amanda, was born 1993. After a while the mobile home got crowded, especially with Andrew 

and Amanda sharing a bedroom. We decided it was best to buy a home with more space and move out of 

California. Jill and I had some cousins living in the Phoenix area and when we came for a visit, we thought 

mailto:summoningstone@gmail.com


 

we would look at houses. We decided we could afford to buy a house in Arizona and I was able to get a job 

transfer. 

 

We moved to Goodyear, Arizona, in the summer of 2001. Before we left California, the pastor at the 

Lutheran Church where we were attending, recommended a church we should try, which we joined in 

2001. When Andrew was ready to graduate from high school, we decided to find a different church that 

had a youth program for college age students that would provide Andrew an opportunity to stay involved.  

In the summer of 2009, after driving by Christ Presbyterian Church numerous times, I decided to go on the 

church website and see what type of events were offered at the church. I saw a number of interesting 

opportunities for my family and I to participate in, but the only thing that I did not see is when CPC offered 

communion. So, I sent an email to the church asking about when communion was offered. The next day I 

received an email from a gentleman named Brett and I was thinking I would get a short answer, but Brett 

sent me three pages of information. 

 

Jill and I decided to attend the following Sunday service and we were impressed, we had the opportunity to 

meet Brett because he was preaching that Sunday.  He offered to meet with us during the week and we 

accepted his invitation and we brought Andrew and Amanda along. Jill and I thought it would be a short 

meeting, but Brett spent a good hour with us and answered a number of questions from Andrew. We 

mentioned to Brett that Andrew has Autism and he said he had a special needs sister and he knows how 

to approach them. After the meeting we decided to attend the new member class. We had the opportunity 

to meet Pastor Bob, Raub R., John M. and Claudia H. My family and I were impressed by what we heard 

and the people we met and decided to join the church that same day.  

 

Since we have joined CPC, Jill has been in the bell choir and served as a deacon. Amanda and Andrew 

were in the youth group with Brett and I assisted him for a while. Since Jill was in the bell choir, Amanda 

decided to join it as well. As for myself, not only have I helped with the youth, I taught a Sunday School 

class, been involved with the building and grounds as well as Men Of I.A.M. I was approached about being 

a deacon in 2012 and I accepted. During the first six months of my term, I developed some health issues 

and the worst one was kidney cancer as well as some other issues.  

 

I took a year off and came back on for a second three-year term which will end on April 30th. During this 

term I was the coordinator of coffee hour. I also serve communion at the first hour. It has been a pleasure 

serving as a deacon and I am looking forward to my next adventure with Pastor Tony’s help in getting the 

special needs ministry started. 

 

May God continue to guide and bless all of us in worship at Christ Church. 
 

 

 
 

The coffee hour schedule for March is as follows:  

 March 3rd Bob Gates Group 15 dgates316@aol.com 

 March 10th Jill Gates Group 16  jillybean0701@gmail.com 

 March 17th Cathy Yordy Group 17 bobcat57@cox.net 

 March 24th Stacy Spetter Group 2 sspetter@aol.com 

 March 31st Holli Bishop Group  3 hollibishop07@gmail.com  

 

 

Judy Harding, Moderator Board of Deacons  

 



 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

 

As Stephen Ministers we are trained to be Christian Caregivers.  Do YOU need 

someone to talk to…….. and someone to  listen?  Do you need someone to CARE 

……… and to be there?  Our Stephen Ministry at CPC is for YOU, your loved one, a 

friend……anyone who needs help through a tough spot in their life.  Do you know of 

anyone?  Talk to us, we can help!  Don’t go it alone, when we have trained, loving 

caregivers wanting to help. 

 

Testimonial: 

Here are some points written by a current CPC Stephen Minister “Care Receiver”. 

 •  Feeling isolated, all alone – A Stephen Minister is ready to listen. 

 •  Weary of criticism – A Stephen Minister listens and leaves the judgement  up to God. 

•  No close friends – A Stephen Minister is always ready to listen while guiding you to ways to      

reach out to others. 

 •  Weak link to God – A Stephen Minister could help to open your link to God. 

 •  Need a prayer – A Stephen Minister is ready to be your prayer partner. 

•  Confusing decisions to make – A Stephen Minister can help you explore positive and negative 

aspects of your options. 

•  Want to talk in confidence – A Stephen Minister will not discuss your problems with anyone but 

God. 

  

Do any of these sound familiar?  A Stephen Minister is only a phone call away. 

Please call: Donna Gates (623)388-7408 or Shirley Lambert (623)703-8590 today! 

 

 

Arlene Aamot 

Stephen Leader/Awareness Coordinator 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

The next New Member Class will be Sunday, June 9, 2019.  A light lunch will 

be provided and, if needed, childcare.  New members will be welcomed on 

Sunday, June 23rd, at the service of their choice.  Please indicate your 

interest in participating in the class by completing the Welcome card in the 

chairback on Sunday or calling the office at 623-882-0721.   

 

Feel free to attend the class if you just want more information about Christ 

Church. There is no pressure to become a member on the day you attend 

class. 

 



 

UPCOMING CLASSES 

Please sign-up through the church office or pick up a flyer on the resource wall in the foyer (narthex). 

 

Lenten 

Series 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect 

Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WOMEN OF THE WORD—W.O.W. 

Reminder: Date change to March 16th  – 3rd Saturday at 10:00 a.m. in room 102. 

Lesson 16 – Taking Up the Cross 1Peter 4:1-6 

How do we look at the Cross and How does the Cross affect us? 

 

Line Sauer, Moderator 623-849-6402     Lil Kerswill, Secretary 602-999-1499 
 

 

 

Chili Cook-off – This Year the Chili Cook-off will be on Sunday, March 17th,  

St Patrick’s Day.  Wear the green or cook the green! 

Chuck Seely will be the Chair.  If you haven’t been to the Chili Cook-offs, you should know 

that it includes a fierce competition for the best chili.  You’ll be able to taste at least 12 

different creations.  You can buy tickets and use them to vote for your favorite chili.  

Chicago rules apply: Vote early; vote often! 
 

Need a few more women. Had great variety last year and you won’t regret joining us! Bring A Friend 

 

 

 

MEN OF I.A.M.  
 

 

March Bible Study – Join us on March 16th for the best $5 breakfast in town followed by 

our Bible Study led by Chuck Seely.  This month’s topic is Jesus’ Early Ministry using the 

book Life of Christ.  We’ll meet at 8 AM in the Atrium.  NOTE: This is on the 3rd Saturday 

due to a conflicting function on the 2nd Saturday. 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast – About the time you have recovered from the Chili Cook-off, it will be 

time for the Pancake Breakfast.  This will be on Palm Sunday, April 14th.  

 

   

Fathers’ Day Auto Show – On Fathers’ Day, June 16th, the Men of IAM will assist in the 

Auto Show, providing hot dogs and parking assistance. 

 

 

Clothing with New Logo – We will soon have clothing to offer with the new logo.  We will 

have a broader selection of items than in the past. 

 



 

Feed the Youth – The Men of IAM feed the youth on the second Sunday evening of 

each month at 6 PM in Room 209.  This a great chance to meet and chat with 

members of our youth group.  Last month they had spaghetti and meatballs.  

Contact John Reichard for further info. 
 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Russ Schultz, President          Scott Phillips. Secretary 

623-882-0198             623-340-9158 

randmschultz@centurylink.net sphillipsaz@cox.net 
 

 

 
 

SERVE 
 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
All who participated in the January packing event had a great time! We filled our quota of 20 volunteers, 

so now we are planning another event with space for 40 volunteers! That means we will have a spot for 

you! Through volunteering at FMSC, you’ll get the chance to impact hundreds of kids in a two-hour 

packing shift. You’ll experience what it’s like to make a tangible difference for starving children. The event 

will be Saturday, June 29th.  That may sound like a long way off, but it is not too early to make plans to 

join in this mission opportunity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICK YOUR PASSION 
If you are new, or have never been made aware, we have bins in the hall between the Atrium and the 

Education Wing for various donations. Step into the hall and check them out. There is also a bulletin 

board in that hall. 

 Heavenly Hygiene Kits: items needed are soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo and conditioner 

 Days for Girls: items needed are 5/8’ grosgrain ribbon in bright, fun colors (www.giftsintl.com). gallon-

size Ziploc© freezer bags, travel soaps, safety pins, terry cloth washcloths, 100% cotton cloth 

remnants in solids or prints  

Available through Days For Girls - girls panties sizes 10-14 

Available through Days For Girls -  PUL by the yard 
 

 Agua Fria Food Bank: There is always need for non-perishable food items for the Agua Fria Food Bank. 

The Food Bank no longer accepts egg cartons, so please don’t bring those. They do accept clothing 

donations and there is a bin for that right next to the food bin. 

http://www.giftsintl.com


 

 Clothing Bin: please place items for the Knitting for the Needy in this bin  

 Knitting for the Needy: We now have a separate labeled bin for Knitting for the Needy. Sample items 

and patterns were beautifully displayed in the Atrium one Sunday recently. Hope you had an 

opportunity to see them! Anyone needing patterns or help with projects, contact Jan Shaffer, 

www.asummoningstone.com or 317-506-6914  

 

DAYS FOR GIRLS 
We're turning periods into pathways. Days for Girls increases access to menstrual care and 

education by providing washable feminine hygiene solutions to impoverished women who 

have previously gone without feminine hygiene products. This enables them to live with 

independence. Join Christ Church on the second Saturday of each month in 2019 (except 

March –it will be the 16th) from 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in room 203 to prepare sustainable 

feminine hygiene kits to be distributed to mission teams. Can’t make Saturdays but would 

like to help by sewing at home or projects to help prepare the kits, contact Leissa Gashler at 

leissa@cox.net. 

 

HAITI MISSION TRIP 
There will be a major fundraising event for the Haiti Mission Trip on March 24.  Mark your calendars and 

make plans to attend the Old Time Gospel Hour. There will be food, live and silent auction, and lots of 

good old-time music and fun.  

 

For more information about any of the other missions we support, contact Sydney Roosa,  

quiltandsing @gmail or 623-328-7635. 

 

Sydney Roosa 

Elder – Mission & Outreach 

 

CONNECT 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
 

Volunteers and Candy Donations Needed 

It’s that time of year again, where the Children’s ministry begins to look forward to specific upcoming 

events that will bless the children in our church as well as minister to children and families without our 

broader community of Goodyear. I’m talking about The Christ Church Annual Easter Egg Hunt.  

 

We are looking to make the Easter Egg Hunt a community event this year with crafts and games for the 

children, bounce houses, face painting, a coloring competition, and balloon animals… and the Easter egg 

hunt, of course. However, to make this event a success, we absolutely need your help and support. First 

of all, we need candy donations so that we can fill the eggs. In order to welcome every child in our 

community to this event, however, we ask that candy donations contain no peanuts and no chocolate. We 

also need volunteers to staff craft tables, game stations, to run the face painting booth, etc. As always, 

we covet your prayers as we reach out to our community with the love of Jesus.  

 

Please bring candy donations to the church office or give them to a Children’s Ministry volunteer on a 

Sunday morning at the Children’s welcome center (in the education building). If you would like to 

http://www.asummoningstone.com
mailto:quiltandsing@gmail.com


 

volunteer your time to this wonderful event (and we need your help) please email Brandin Francabandera 

at brandinf@cpcgoodyear.org 
  

Brandin Francabandera, Children & Family Director  

 
 

FINANCE TEAM  

 

2019 Contribution Report  

   

YTD Actual Income  $135,910  

YTD Actual Expenses    $116,169  

Surplus/Deficit     $19,741  

 

TIME & TALENT  

SUNDAY Worship CCS Credo  Arctic                           MOPS 

 Total Adult Youth   Children           Adult        Children 

                                                     

February  3 320 68 10 30   73        72 

February 10 344 70 08 23   DNM        DNM              

February 17 374 50 08     23   71        63                     

February 24     332                 50          13          27           DNM        DNM 

 

DNM = DID NOT MEET NA= NOT AVAILABLE 

 

 

SESSION  

· Each Elder prepared reports for the Ministry Team for which they were responsible to be placed in 

the 2018 Congregational Report.   

· Regarding the 61st Annual Meeting held on February 10, 2019, please note that the approved 

minutes will be available approximately March 1st should you be interested in seeing them.  Those 

needing a copy, please contact the church office or the Clerk of Session, Jim Rains. 

· Session needed to review the 2019 budget as a result of updated revenue estimates. Session 

approved the 2019 budget with revised income and expenditure details. 

· Session approved the revised Employee Handbook policy. 

· Session approved use of our newly-installed video system for weddings and memorials.  A fee will 

be collected for weddings and memorials provided as a gift. (Note: Use is dependent on the 

availability of a trained operator.) 

· Session reviewed in detail the proposal to bring in Dr. Paul D. Borden, Director of Church Health 

Initiative, and Rev. Nate Dreesmann, Executive Director of Ecclesiastical Support, to survey, 

evaluate, and make recommendations that will assist Christ Church in dealing with any pastoral 

transition issues and offer assistance and suggestions to strengthen Christ Church for the future. 

 

 Jim Rains, Clerk of Session 

 



 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, May 11, 2019  -The Bloom Ministry cordially invites all Christ Church 

women to our Annual Bloom Tea. Please join us for this highly anticipated yearly event of food, fellowship, 

and more.  Also, if you'd like to be a part of the planning team, like to host a table, or just have any 

questions, please contact Charisma Guese at charisma.luat@gmail.com.  More details to come!! 
 

TRAINING 
CCO-CPR-AED –Want to be a life saver? Come learn CPR! You may get down on your knees to pray but 

do not need to get down on your knees for CPR to make a difference. How is that? Come to the class and 

learn. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED) training will be 

held Saturday, March 23 at 10:00 a.m. in the Atrium. Any and all are welcome to attend (ages 8 and 

above). This class will teach you how to perform chest compression only CPR (no mouth-to-mouth 

breathing) and apply and use an AED.  For more information, please contact the office. 
 

RESOURCES 
Church Library—There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  If you wish to read 

a book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them.  We 

currently do not have a way to check out books.  Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  

There are several categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There are 

also several jig-saw puzzles available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them on the 

“returns” cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com) or Kathleen 

Davidson (kequilterqueen@yahoo.com)  

 

Worship & Facebook—If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may experience the 

sermon portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook 

account to access our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and key in: https://www.facebook.com/

CPCGoodyear/.  

 

Calendar—Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  

www.cpcgoodyear.org. The calendar is under Resources; then click on Events/Calendar. You can also 

access the calendar on the ShelbyNext app. 

 

 PROGRAMS 
Sunday Flower Donations Reminder— If you would like to order flowers for the sanctuary, the sign-

up sheet is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday preceding the Sunday you want them 

displayed and listed in the announcements. Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40. 

Rosebuds for birth announcements are $15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering 

envelope and indicate under “other” or pay in the office. There are many dates available in 2019!  You 

can pick-up and take the flowers home after second service. Returning the vase to the admin office is 

appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 

 

Ink Cartridges— Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle program. We receive 

credit at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this program.  

 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program—Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just 

by shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with 

your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. 

Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every 

time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…all participants must re-enroll each year to continue 

earning rewards for their chosen organization. 



 

Happy Bi r thday  

 
 

1 Phyllis Norris 

2 Marco Espinoza 

 Alejandra Fernandez 

 Sandra Somers 

 Sara Swanson 

3 Lynn McKenzie 

4 Sally Burres 

 Marjorie McConnell 

5 Dean Sehm 

 Sharyll Spandau 

7 Elizabeth  Carter 

 Eleanor Carter 

8 Linda Enoch 

 Luke Kadlub 

9 Bob Waln 

10 Bonnie Jansson 

 Soonja Robinson 

 Tyler Soyka 

12 Grace Obed 

13 Charisma Luat Guese 

 Carol Roland 

14 Charlie Caler 

 Pam Cardona 

 Giovanna Rojas 

15 Tumi Obed 

16 Donna Gates 

 Faith Kalback 

17 Bea Sehm 

18 Rev. Hipolito Melendez 

19 Donna Heuseveldt 

 Carol Jones 

 Nelly Nobis 

 Ellie Wright 

20 Bill  Bishop 

21 Aidan Bokossah 

 Dylan Post 

 Norm Stephens 

22 Cassie Bank 

 Patti Outram 

23 Jay  Gramlich 

 Amanda Steen 

24 Lisa Swanson 

 Rose Wiesinger 

 Emily Williams 

25 Rich Brumbaugh 

 Beasley Floyd 

 Belle Floyd 

26 Bob Castor 

 Hannela Fon 

27 Antonio Espinoza 

 Alitheia Kadlub 

28 Hailey Cruz 

 Chrispin Feller 

31 John Brinker 

 Daniel Narramore 

5 Rev. Gilberto & Priscilla Vargas 

14 Aaron & Sharon Martinez 

15 Raub & Libbie Randels 

19 Dennis Makinen & Cindy Tollefson 

21 Rev. Phil & Beverly Smith 

22 Ralph & Susan Sweeden 

23 Ben & Christina Wiesinger 

29 John & Pam Bakker 

 Daniel & Juliana Bonney 

31 Gary & Bonnie Miller 

Happy Anniversar y  



STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff 

Senior Pastor 

 

Rev. Brett Everett      Rev. Mike Shirey 

 Associate Pastor        Assistant Pastor         

 

Dr. David Wilson 

 Director of Music 

 

Heidi Gray  

Praise Team Worship Leader 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov           Charisma Luat Guese 

   Pianist-Traditional       Pianist-Contemporary  

 

Brandin Francabandera,  

Director of  Children & Family Ministry 

 

Holli Bishop, Office Coordinator 

 

Arlene Aamot, Office Assistant 

 

January Espinoza, Financial Assistant - Treasurer 

 
    
 

 
 
925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
         ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional     9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

MARCH HAPPENINGS 

 

4 Fitness Witness 

5 Women’s Bible Study—Seamless 

13 Rubio's Haiti Fundraiser 

17 New Member Welcome 

       Chili Cook-off 

24  Old Time Gospel Hour Haiti Fundraiser 

26 30-Hour Famine 


