
 

HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE SPEAK? 

 

Francis A. Schaeffer. Does the name ring a bell? 

Schaeffer, along with his wife Edith, were the founders 

of L’Abri in Switzerland. The original L’Abri began in the 

Schaffer’s alpine home. Today there are L’Abri centers 

in the United States, Canada, South Korea, Australia, 

the United Kingdom, and in various countries 

throughout Europe. Technically L’Abri is not a 

commune, nor a retreat center, nor a theological 

training center; instead it incorporates features of all of 

these within each L’Abri. Visitors come and stay in the 

centers for various lengths of time. While they are there 

they contribute to the work required to run the center. 

They also incorporate time for guided research in areas 

of theology, philosophy, and cultural studies. 

Occasionally a L’Abri center will bring in outside professors who host informal seminars.  

 

Francis A. Schaeffer was a Presbyterian minister and was educated at Westminster Theological Seminary 

in Philadelphia. He was a well-known Christian cultural apologist during the late twentieth century who is 

credited with sparking a fresh interest among Evangelical Christians in being involved in the arts, 

sciences, and in politics. His most famous book was, How Then Shall We Live?: The Rise and Decline of 

Western Thought and Culture. In How Then Shall We Live Schaeffer explored the influence of the 

Christian faith on the Western world, offering a picture of how Christians should continue to influence the 

life of the world.  

 

The title of my Call article this month is “How Then Shall We Live Speak?” because the difference our 

faith makes should also be felt in the way we speak with others. Coming in February we have an exciting 

new sermon series that will explore this called, “Love Speak”. In this series we are going to examine what 

it means to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15) within the church, within our marriages, 

within the world, and within our friendships. According to James our tongues are one of the hardest parts 

of our bodies to control. With them we praise God and curse those made in his image (James 3:9). Dear 
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friends, the substance of our faith should shape how we speak with others. We are called to share the 

love of Christ with everybody, always; called to sow seeds of life with our words, to speak the truth in 

love.  
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

(“Did you know?” is a new monthly column focused on Pastor Tony sharing updates with you on 

changes in the life of our church. It is one of two great ways to learn about changes at Christ Church. 

The other way you can learn about changes is a new monthly “Questions with your Pastor” meeting in 

the Atrium on the fourth Sunday of February). 

 

In this month’s, “Did you know?” we will look at how churches welcome guests. 

 

Did you know that the average church sees about 10% of their total congregation’s number in guests 

each year? That means if you have a church of about 400, you will have about 40 guests each year. 

That number is higher in areas like ours in the West Valley because of the new home developments. 

Most guests form their first impression of the church they plan to visit long before they arrive by going 

to the church’s website or social media pages (i.e. Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, Vimeo or YouTube, 

Yelp, Next Door or Google Business). Within ten minutes of their first visit, a guest’s impressions are 

either challenged by what they experience or reaffirmed. Most first-time guests do not return to the 

church they visit. In fact, on average less than 20% of church guests return for a second visit. If a guest 

does return for a second and third visit, there is a good chance they will stay and worship at that 

church.  
 

I know many of you have found Christ Church to be a wonderful church home for you and your family. A 

church home you want your family members, neighbors, and colleagues at work to experience and be 

blessed by. So, how do our guests get lost along the way at our church? For some it is in their first 

impressions online which is one of the reasons why, over the past five months, we have worked hard at 

updating our website, creating social media pages, moving to video sermons, and updating our logo. 

Other guests get lost during their first visit to our church campus. We do a great job of welcoming our 

guests once they are with us in our foyer, but we have what is called “passive space” from the roadside 

to our parking lot, and from our parking lot to our foyer. For instance, I almost drove into the parking lot 

of the church next door on my candidate Sunday visit because the church next door had signs greeting 

me which made me think that it was our church entrance. In addition, our key buildings on campus lack 

clearly-marked, large signs which makes coming into our courtyard confusing for the first time.  

 

We want to share a clearer word of welcome, and to offer our guests helpful information at least 8 

times on Sunday. We want to say welcome (1) from the roadside: to do this we are looking at a few 

welcome flag options. We want to say welcome (2) in the parking lot with parking lot attendants. We 

want to say welcome (3) using a new Courtyard Welcome Center for which we have received a grant. 

We want to say welcome (4) in our foyer which our greeters are already doing a great job. We want to 

say welcome (5)  within our worship service. We want to say welcome (6) to our guests as they enter 

our Atrium for the coffee hour. We are working on developing a special monthly guest orientation class 



 

on Sundays called, “Welcome (7) to Christ Church”. Lastly, each of our first-time Sunday guests, who fill 

out a welcome card, will receive an invitation by mail, welcoming (8) them back to church for a second 

visit. To do all of this we will be making a few improvements to our church campus, and will be offering 

invitations on Sundays for new people who would like to join a larger greeter team.  
 

For those of you who would like to read more about hospitality and the practice of welcoming guests, 

please see the resources from the list below.  

 

Making Room: Recovering Hospitality As A Christian Tradition by Christine D. Pohl 
 

A Meal With Jesus: Discovering Grace, Community, And Mission Around The Table by Tim 

Chester 
 

Reaching Out: The Three Movements Of The Spiritual Life by Henri Nouwen 
 

Becoming A Welcoming Church by Thom S. Rainer 
 

The Come Back Effect: How Hospitality Can Compel Your Church’s Guests To Return by 

Jason Young & Jonathan Malm 
 

Growing Young: 6 Essential Strategies To Help Young People Discover and Love Your 

Church by Kara Powell, Jake Mulder, and Brad Griffin 
 

People Are The Mission: How Churches Can Welcome Guests Without Compromising The 

Gospel by Danny Franks & J.D. Greear 
 

Fusion: Turning First-Time Guests Into Fully Engaged Members of Your Church by Nelson 

Searcy 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Tony Stiff 

 
      

Assoc iate Pastor  
         

WHAT’S YOUR STORY? 

 

Laughter and tears… Fizzy soda and moist chocolate cake… Voices lifted together in unison - praising the 

Lord in song… A cozy living room… The celebration of successes and the sharing of burdens… Love and 

acceptance… Support and encouragement… Comments on Sunday’s sermon followed by challenges to 

apply its content… Prayers of confession… Prayers of intercession… Hanging with a  group of friends… 

Gleaning essential nutrients from God’s Holy Word…  The Holy Spirit’s counsel… The Truth revealed, and  

recognizing its day-to-day application… Quality snacks… Accountability… Identity… A sense of worth… 

Glad and sincere hearts… Intimacy… A calling revealed… Needs being met… Friends coming to the 

rescue… Snowball fights lasting until 1 AM without a care in the world… More fizzy pop… More laughter… 

More praising God… More excitement about God and more anxious to worship with friends at church on 

Sunday morning… 

 

Can you relate to these reflections?  Have you experienced similar joys and acceptance?  Have you found 

a small group that God can use to transform your life? If you have, why not bring a friend along for the 

ride?  If you have not, now is definitely the time! 



 

Not sold yet?  Let me briefly share how the small group venue has changed my life.  As a young Christian, 

I felt completely alone.  I came to church; listened to the sermon; and went home.  I put God on the shelf 

until the following Sunday.  As far as I was concerned, I was totally alone in my Christian walk.  I lacked 

any form of accountability (a dangerous thing!) or fellowship.  I lacked the desire to grow in Christ and had 

no clue that God had a plan for my life.  I failed to recognize that I had a spiritual gift and would not have 

had the means to use it - even if I did know that I possessed one!  I was not growing in my walk.  I had no 

burning desire to pray or read God’s Word.  I was not forgiving those who had wronged me.  I was not 

serving.  In short, I really had no purpose and was a frustrated follower of Christ. 

 

 

The late months of 1991 changed all that for me!  A 

small group Bible study was introduced for persons 

between the ages of 18 and 30 and was being held in 

the home of a “late twenties” couple in my church.  

I was asked to be a part of the group – not knowing that a 

spiritual milestone was being staked out in my life – not 

realizing this group would be used by God to transform my 

life.  In a nutshell, this group showed me who I was.  It 

demonstrated to me how Christians should interact with 

each other and within the world.  It confirmed for me that 

God had a purpose for MY life.  It gave me a sense of 

community, desired support, and a much-needed 

source of accountability.  I found an excitement and a joy 

that has not diminished to this day.  Wednesday evenings at 7 PM… You could not keep me away!  My 

first small-group experience was a great one (I even got to know Heather in this group)! 

 

Since that time, I have had the opportunity to be involved in (and facilitate) many small groups – each 

has been instrumental in my growth and in the growth of others involved. 

 

I would be remiss, however, if I did not mention one more small group.  It was in 1996 that I embarked on 

a study with some of the men in my church. We sought to “Experience God” – to know and do His will. 

This study turned out to be a positive experience for many of the participants.  For me, it was a turning 

point and another spiritual milestone.  It was both the realization of a calling and a test of obedience. It 

was the confirmation I was seeking as a young engineer who was struggling with a calling into full-time 

pastoral ministry – from cubicle world to the ends of the world for Christ!  

 

End of story? No, not for me! I am eagerly anticipating what God has in store for me as it relates to my 

current and future small group associations. He will use them!   

 

What is your story?  What does your small group mean to you?  Perhaps, it is time for you to “stand up 

and testify” to the great things God has done in your life through a small-group setting.  Perhaps it is time 

for you to recruit another - to ask a friend to join you.  For some, now is the time to seek out a group for 

you.  What is keeping you from experiencing all that a small group has to offer?             
    

One satisfied customer… Pastor Brett 
 

 

Interested in JOINING or LEADING a group?  Please, come and see me or be on the lookout for more 

information regarding our new CONNECT GROUPS.  A few will be starting very soon with more planned as 

we recruit and train additional teachers and hosts!   

 

CONNECT GROUPS 

REVEAT FEBRUARY 24th 



 

Music  Minis t r y  
 

 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR 

  

Have heard the expression “it takes a village to raise a child”? Well it takes a congregation to produce an 

opera, and I would like to take this time to express my sincere thanks to all who had a hand in bringing 

“Amahl and the Night Visitors” to our congregation and community. To the hundreds of you who were 

involved, and the hundreds who attended, I am humbled by your support. First on my list of “thank yous” 

is to the Chancel Choir who was involved in every step of the production. They devoted endless hours in 

rehearsal, housed the guest musicians, provided material for costumes and pitched in whenever needed. 

My eternal thanks go to my producer/director, Vicki Jackson. She was responsible for the brilliant 

costumes, the dozens of props, the dramatic blocking, the publicity and countless other behind-the-scene 

details. When I first discussed the project with the choir, Vicki was the first to volunteer. It is not an 

understatement to say, “I couldn’t have done it without her”. Kudos also go to Mitch Jackson, LeRoy and 

Joy Cook and Wanda Miller for set design and construction, and to Brian Honsberger for the dramatic 

lighting which truly lifted the production out of the ordinary into the professional. Special thanks to 

Pastors Tony and Brett, the staff, and the dozens of people who pitched in to restore the Atrium after the 

production. It is this kind of “can-do” spirit from all of you that makes Christ Church a beacon of light and 

hope in our community. I loved the comment from many of you, “what’s next?” Stay tuned. You might be 

surprised.  

 

Can I have an “Amen” to that? 
 

David Wilson,  

Director of Music 
 

 

 

GROW  
 

 

 

CARE MINISTRIES 

 

Prayer Ministry: All are invited to attend the Voice of the Martyrs Advance the Gospel 

Conference, being held in Phoenix on Saturday, February 16th, from 9 a.m.–4 p.m.  This 

is an opportunity to be inspired by those who have been a part of the Persecuted Church 

and will be sharing some of their experiences. Speakers represent missionaries and 

nationals from Philippines, China, Iran, Pakistan, and other countries.  There will be a 

contingent from Christ Church attending, and you are welcome to participate in our car-

pooling.  For more information, please contact Bob Shelton, prayinghands@cox.net, 623

-535-4690, or visit VOMAdvance.com.  Registration is required; it will be held at 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 1500 W. Maryland Ave, Phoenix. 

 



 

GriefShare will have two classes this Spring, both meeting in Room 204B.  Donna 

Peck will be the facilitator for the Sunday class starting on February 3rd and 

meeting from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  Sharon Offerdahl will be the facilitator for the 

Monday class starting on January 28th and meeting from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  Both 

classes will run for 13 weeks. 

 

DivorceCare and DC4K start on Tuesday, January 29th.  DivorceCare meets in 

room 204B.  DC4K meets in Room 106.  Both will run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for 

13 weeks. 

 

   

Laughter & Fun (L.A.F.) -- LAF is just a fun get together with fellowship, laughter, 

jokes, lunch, and donations we make to several of our favorite charities.  We have 

prayer, a short devotion time, and about a two-minute meeting.  It’s a fun time for 

any age member and guests they may bring.  We meet at the Golden Corral Buffet 

at 1:00 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

 

Knitting for the Needy: Serving our Neighbors - Newborn babies, homeless 

teens, servicemen, children around the world receiving Christmas boxes, and 

Goodyear residents in need of the comfort of a warm blanket-these are all 

neighbors touched by our yarn ministry. If you knit or crochet, make any project as 

simple as an 8" square or as complicated as socks or blankets. If you make it, we 

have a place for it. Put finished items in the clothing box in the breezeway and 

mark it Christ Church knits. Serving our neighbors is as easy as that. For more 

information, contact Jan Shaffer at summoningstone@gmail.com. 
 

   

For more Information, contact 

Carol Phillips, 

623-340-9205 or cphillips02@cox.net 

 

 

 

DEACON MINISTRY 

Evelyn Melendez – Care Community 13 
 

Hello, my name is Evelyn Awilda Melendez. I was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, on May 26th 1939. I am 

coming from a big family of nine*, and I'm the youngest. My family were good Christians serving the Lord 

and helping people in need. (*most of them have passed away; I only have my brother Benjamin who 

suffers with Alzheimer’s). 

  

I started kindergarten at age of six at Modelo Elementary School until I graduated after sixth grade. Then 

I attended the University High School, Rio Piedras, P.R. Afterwards I took an advanced secretary course; 

at that time there were no computers — just typewriters. I worked in different government agencies until 

I met Hipolito. We got married at the chapel of the Evangelical Theological Seminary on May 21st 1966. 

After Hipolito graduated from Seminary, he served (as Lay Pastor) in the following cities: Ponce, 

Hormigueros, and Añasco. He was ordained as Ministry of the Word and Sacraments in June 22, 1973, 



 

in Añasco, P.R. Note Christmas Celebration in Puerto Rico: We celebrate the birth of baby Jesus on December 

25th but the festivities extend until January 6th when we also celebrate the "Three King's Day" which is a 

tradition for all of us in Puerto Rico and all the Caribbean and hispanic cultures.  
 
In March 1974, we came to Jamaica Queens. Being a Pastor's wife was very inspirational and at the same 

time a challenging experience for me. We always have been performing the pastoral duties together. In 1977 

we came to the Bronx, N.Y. to initiate an Hispanic Ministry. We started with three families, six persons in total. 

By 1982, the Presbytery of N.Y. City organized our church in the Bronx with 89 registered members and with 

the official name of El Buen Pastor Presbyterian Church on Grand Concourse and 78th Avenue which today 

continues to minister faithfully to the community.  

 

While we were in the Bronx, I worked as secretary at West End Presbyterian Church in lower Manhattan. That 

was a big church that ministered to three congregations: English, Spanish, and Haitians. It was a full time job 

and I enjoyed doing my job (there were no computers only typewriters). I worked there for six years until we 

moved to Providence, Rhode, Island to minister to an Hispanic Congregation where we served for three years. 

Other places we served were La Mirada, and Whittier, CA and two congregations in New Mexico, Mora-First 

Presbyterian Church and El Rito Presbyterian Church until we retired at the end of December 2002.  

 

In June 2003 we came to AZ to be the Interim Pastor to Betania Presbyterian Church where we served until 

February 2006. After that, we agreed to attend Christ Presbyterian Church located at 64th Ave and Indian 

School Rd. I participated in the Choir, Nursery, Presbyterian Women, and the Prayer Chain. I was installed as 

a Deacon in 2007 for three years and currently serve as a Deacon — I should say that I enjoy this ministry.  

 

Our hobby is fishing. We went fishing for years and still do. As a female, l love embroidery, crochet, listening to 

good music and reading. We have three-grown up children: Braulio Andres, Wanda Ivelisse, and Francisco 

Javier; and 11 grandchildren: ten boys and one girl. 

God has blessed me richly for so many years. My passion is to share His blessings with others.  

Amen.  

 

 

 
 
The coffee hour schedule for February is as follows:  

 February 3rd Arlene Aamot Group 10 kraftee2@gmail.com 

 February 10th James Carter Group 11  james.daniel.carter@gmail.com 

 February 17th Evelyn Melendez Group 13 hipolitomelendez1937@gmail.com 

 February 24th Wanda Miller Group 14 wlm0629@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Judy Harding 

Moderator—Board of Deacons 

 

 

 

 



 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
St. Stephen chose the Stephen Ministry in response to God’s love and Jesus’ 

command, “Love one another, even as I have loved you.” Stephen Ministers answer 

this call in a special way by “being there” for people in crisis or people who need a 

Christian presence amid the struggles of life.  Our pastor is not able to minister to 

every person who needs care.  So, Stephen Ministers try to help this need.  

Everyone needs Christian care at some point in his or her life. No one is exempt 

from the struggles and problems of everyday living.  By listening, being there, and 

ministering through Christian resources such as prayer, blessing, and sharing Scriptures, Stephen 

Ministers can help in a unique way.  Prayer keeps the lines open between people and God. Praying 

specifically and intentionally for needs brings spiritual strength to ministry.  That’s why all Stephen 

Ministers pray daily for their own care receivers. We also pray for the other Stephen Ministers and all 

their care receivers. We pray their hearts will be opened to receive God’s love and God’s answers as He 

reveals them.  We thank God for the healing that has taken place in our care receivers. 

 
“May the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 

sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you is faithful, and he 

will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24). 

 

As in the Bible story of Ruth and Naomi and as believers in Jesus, we are called to share our very lives 

with one another. While sharing our lives in this way can be difficult, we should remember the fruit of 

such generosity. Ruth shared her life with Naomi, but later she bore a son, the grandfather of King David. 

Jesus shared His very life with us but was then exalted and now reigns at the right hand of the Father in 

heaven.  As we generously share with one another, we can be confident that we will experience greater 

life still.   

 

So, we ask you as members of the congregation to pray especially for our Stephen Ministers.  Prayer has 

done such wonderful things for this church.  We know this request will be honored; and the Stephen 

Ministers y will feel the strength of your prayers. Jesus, as we share our lives with others, may we reflect 

Your loving heart.  

 
 

This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.   

    1 John 3:11  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arlene Aamot 

Stephen Leader/Awareness Coordinator 

 

 



 

COMMUNITY 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

The next New Member Class will be Sunday, February 24, 2019.  A light 

lunch will be provided and, if needed, childcare.  New members will be 

welcomed on Sunday, March 10th, at the service of their choice.  Please 

indicate your interest in participating in the class by completing the 

Welcome card in the chairback on Sunday or calling the office at 623-882-

0721.   

Feel free to attend the class if you just want more information about Christ 

Church.  There is no pressure to become a member on the day you attend 

class. 

 
 
 
 
 
CONNECT GROUPS 

What’s all the “buzz” regarding Connect Groups at Christ Church? 

On Sunday, February 24th, Christ Church will be launching a brand-new adult fellowship offering which we 

are calling “Connect Groups” (CGs).    

 

These groups will: 

• Commit to “doing life together” and caring for one another – connecting with fellow group 

members on a consistent and agreed upon basis to pray, reflect upon Scripture, encourage 

and fellowship together. 

• Assist in developing deep and growing friendships where group participants will be cared for 

while caring for others. 

• Typically consist of 10-12 individuals (or 5 to 6 couples) but may vary in size based 
upon meeting location (home, church, coffee shop, etc.) and group leader 
preference.  

• Continue to form as new leaders are equipped and become available to lead. 

• Ideally be located in close proximity to where you live. 

 
 

Interested in leading or participating in one of our groups?   
Please contact Pastor Brett (reveverett@cpcgoodyear.org or 623.882.0721) 



 

UPCOMING CLASSES 

Our next quarter of classes have begun and you can still join; below are a few classes we are offering: 

 

"Fire on the Mountain: The Bible in Historical Context - A Ray Vander Laan DVD class." A six-week class is 

being offered at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings and began January 20, taught by Michael 

Wright and Tom & Fe Rodriguez. 

 

"Hymns: The Rest of the Story." A seven-week class is being offered at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings 

and  began on January 20, taught by Dr. David Wilson.  

 

"Tortured for Christ - DVD class." A six-week class is being offered at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings and 

began on January 20, taught by Pastor Bob Shelton.  

 

"A Long Obedience in the Same Direction - A Eugene Peterson Book-Study class." A nine-week class being 

offered at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings and begins on February 3, taught by Rich Brumbaugh. 

 

"Philippians: Be Joyful - A Bible Study class." A twelve-week class being offered at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays 

and begins on February 7, taught by Nancy McNames. 

 

 

 

LAUGHTER AND FUN 

L.A.F. will be meeting on the third Tuesday of the month in 2019. Please join us on February, 19th, at the 

Golden Corral located on the corner of Dysart and Van Buren at 1:00 p.m. Please come and join us. It's a 

way to meet and mix with others in our church. We have loads of fun.  

God Bless, Lovey 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE WORD—W.O.W. 

We would love to see you on February 9th at 10:oo a.m. in room 102. Bring a friend or two for spirited 

discussions and much laughter. Read I Peter 3:17-22 on suffering.  

 

The schedule for the rest of the series is as follows: 

March 9 - Taking up the Cross #16 

April 13 - Living Near the End #17 

May 11 - Take me to your Leader #19 

June 8 - Marks of Maturity #20 

 

The February study will be led by Sandy Hoge.  

Future event:  Chili Cook-off - March 17th (more information to follow).  

 

Line Sauer, Moderator 623-849-6402     Lil Kerswill, Secretary 602-999-1499 

 

 

 



 

MEN OF I.A.M.  
 

Chili Cook-off – This Year the Chili Cook-off will be on Sunday, March 17th,  St 

Patrick’s Day.   

 

Think of the possibilities!  Chili with green (Hatch) chilies, green sombreros,     

     corned beef chili….. 

 

If you haven’t been to our Chili Cook-offs, you should know that it includes a fierce 

competition for the best chili.  You’ll be able to taste at least 12 different creations.  

You can buy tickets and use them to vote for your favorite chili.  Chicago rules apply: 

Vote early; vote often! 

 
 

Pancake Breakfast – About the time you have recovered from the Chili Cook-off, 

it  will be time for the Pancake Breakfast.  Details to follow in the CALL next month. 

 

 

 

New Kitchen Stove – The Men of I.A.M. just purchased a new stove for the 

church.  It is shown here with the warming oven that we recently purchased. 

 

(Rumor has it that an engineering degree is required to operate the stove.) 
 

 

 

February Bible Study – Join us on February 9th for the best $5 breakfast in town 

followed by our Bible Study led by Raub Randels.  This month’s topic is The Baptist 

and Temptation using the book Life of Christ.  We’ll meet at 8:00 a.m. in the Atrium. 

 

 

Feed the Youth – The Men of I.A.M. feed the youth on the second Sunday evening 

of each month at 6:00 p.m. in Room 209.  This a great chance to meet and chat 

with members of our youth group.  Contact John Reichard for further info. 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

 

Russ Schultz, President         Scott Phillips, Secretary 

623-882-0198              623-340-9158 

randmschultz@centurylink.net sphillipsaz@cox.net 

 
 
 

 



 

SERVE 
 

MISSION & OUTREACH 

 
 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
A big thank you to all the volunteers for our packing event! We have filled our quota! As I write this, the 

event is tomorrow. I will report about how it went next month.  I hear this event is always a highlight of the 

church year for those who attend, so we will plan another session in a couple of months. Be thinking about 

and praying about joining us next time! 

 

 

PICK YOUR PASSION 
If you are new, or have never been made aware, we have bins in the hall between the Atrium and the 

Education Wing for various donations. Step into the hall and check them out. There is also a bulletin board 

in that hall. 

 

What ministry are you passionate about? We have many opportunities for service here at Christ Church.  Do 

you like to knit or crochet? Contact Jan Shaffer,  

www.asummoningstone.com or 317-506-6914. Her team can always use more volunteers.  

 

Interested in learning more about our donations of food and clothing to Agua Fria Food Bank? Walt Hunt 

volunteers there often and graciously delivers our donated items to them. He can tell you more about that 

ministry and ways you can be involved. He can be contacted at wlhakh@yahoo.com. 

 

Ever wonder about exactly what happens when you place those hotel soaps and shampoos in the Heavenly 

Hygiene bin? Wendy Neely and her team assembled 157 shower kits for the Agua Fria shower program in 

2019. They have assembled a total of 2,714 kits since March of 2012, when the program started. They 

also collected and donated bags of tooth brushes, toothpaste, and miscellaneous items to Agua Fria and to 

the Homeless Youth Connection. The young girls really appreciate the cosmetic bags and samples that are 

donated. If you are interested in helping sort and assemble the donated items, contact Wendy Neely at 

w2wendy@aol.com. 

 

 Heavenly Hygiene Kits: items needed are soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo and conditioner 

 Days for Girls: items needed are 5/8’ grosgrain ribbon in bright, fun colors (www.giftsintl.com). gallon-

size Ziploc© freezer bags, travel soaps, safety pins, terry cloth washcloths, 100% cotton cloth remnants 

in solids or prints  

Available through Days For Girls - girls panties sizes 10-14 

Available through Days For Girls -  PUL by the yard 

 

 Agua Fria Food Bank: items collected all year long are canned goods and non-perishables 

 Clothing Bin: please place items for the Knitting for the Needy in this bin  

 

 

http://www.asummoningstone.com
file:///C:/Users/Holli/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/SRJW6UT6/wlhakh@yahoo.com
http://www.giftsintl.com


 

DAYS FOR GIRLS 
We're turning periods into pathways. Days for Girls increases access to menstrual care and 

education by providing washable feminine hygiene solutions to impoverished women who 

have previously gone without feminine hygiene products. This enables them to live with 

independence. Join Christ Church on the second Saturday of each month in 2019 from 

11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in room 203 to prepare sustainable feminine hygiene kits to be 

distributed to mission teams. Can’t make Saturdays but would like to help by sewing at 

home or projects to help prepare the kits, contact Leissa Gashler at leissa@cox.net. 

 

HAITI MISSION TRIP 
The Travel Team for the 2019 Haiti trip continues to make preparations for their trip to Los Aguas the first 

week of June. All the rest of us are the Home Team. Our primary job is to keep praying for all of our 

sponsored children, the village of Los Aguas, the Food for Hungry staff, all the details concerning this trip 

as well as to support the furious fundraising that the Travel Team is planning.  

 

For more information about any of the other missions we support, contact Sydney Roosa, quiltandsing 

@gmail or 623-328-7635. 
 

Sydney Roosa 

Elder – Mission & Outreach 

 
 

 

 

Come and support your 2019 Haiti Mission Team 

 and enjoy a filling breakfast served by the team! 

 

When: February 23, 2019 from 8-10 a.m. 

Where: Applebee’s Restaurant located at 13832 W McDowell Rd., Goodyear, AZ 85395  

Tickets: $8.00 (purchase at the door or in advance from any Haiti Mission Team member)  

For More Information: Contact Team Member Stacy Spetter  at (602) 327-1455 or sspetter@aol.com  
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CONNECT 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

“And they were bringing the children to Him so that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked 

them. But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, “Permit the children to come to Me; 

do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’”       

      --Mark 10:13-14 

 

When looking at this passage, we often focus on the disciple’s response to the approaching children or at 

Jesus’ harsh words concerning this response. However, I want to focus on a group of people who seldom 

get the recognition they deserve. These are the unnamed people who were faithful in bringing their little 

ones to Jesus. “And they were bringing the children to Him.” These unnamed people loved the children 

enough to bear the disciple’s rebuke and to move past that rebuke to bring their children to Jesus. These 

are adults who selflessly give of themselves in order to deliver their little ones into Jesus’ loving arms. 

These unnamed people are heroes.  

 

We have heroes just like this in our community as well. Each volunteer in the children’s ministry is not 

unlike the people we have just been talking about. Often, they go unnoticed. Often, they go under 

appreciated. And they always give freely of themselves in order to bring our children to Jesus’ feet. I want 

to deeply thank each and every one of them for their commitment, for their faithfulness, and for the love 

they show to the little ones they serve. They are truly heroes at Christ Church. If you see someone you 

know who volunteers with the children this month, please thank them for everything they do and thank 

them for bringing our children to Jesus each and every week.  

 

In looking forward to the upcoming new year, we often concentrate on new beginnings, new goals, and 

new blessings. As the children’s ministry looks forward to the year ahead of us, we are expecting big 

things from God for the children in our community. However, we need your help. We currently need to fill 

volunteer positions in the Nursery and in the Children’s ministry. If you’d like to be a part of blessing our 

little ones, that is, if you like to help bring our little ones to Jesus’ feet, please contact Brandin 

Francabandera (brandinf@cpcgoodyear.org). 

 

Brandin Francabandera 

 
 

 

HISPANIC MINISTRY  
 

Dear friends and beloved colleagues in Ministry: 

Just to share with you the following information:  *Our Bilingual classes will resume its program this 

coming Sunday, 20th of January - Room 202; our schedule time: 12:01p.m. Our teacher is Aaron 

Martinez.  I have known Aaron for about fifteen or more years; I was his pastor when Aaron and his family 

attended Iglesia Betania on 39th Avenue and Thomas Rd., in Phoenix. Aaron moved to Mexico to attend a 

Theological Seminary; he completed his education and graduated..., Yes, Aaron is very qualified to 

preside our class...; I am present every Sunday; I do my pastoral duties and also as a spiritual 

guidance.  Our dreams for the future: -to also have a mid-week Bible study and prayer service...; also 

expecting that our attendance continue growing.  We do ask for your prayers.  Thanks! 

 

Sincerely,  

Pastor Hip., and Evelyn A. Melendez 
 



 

 

FINANCE TEAM  

 

2019 Contribution Report  

   

YTD Actual Income  $77,085.31  

YTD Actual Expenses  $66,860.26 

   

Surplus/Deficit   $10,225.05 
  

 

 

 

TIME & TALENT  

 

SUNDAY Worship CCS Credo  Arctic                           MOPS 

 Total Adult Youth   Children           Adult        Children 

                                                     

January  6 342 DNM 03 20   DNM        DNM 

January 13 372 DNM 06 21       80            74              

January 20 385 47 08     30   DNM        DNM                     

January 27    364              29        07        15              75            71 

 

DNM = DID NOT MEET NA= NOT AVAILABLE 
 

 

 

RESOURCES 
 

Church Library—There are many new books available in the library.  Come and look!  If you wish to read a 

book or two, please feel free to take them and return after you have finished reading them.  We currently 

do not have a way to check out books.  Please put the returns on the cart labeled “returns”.  There are 

several categories of books, including a large section of fiction, and children’s books.  There are also 

several jig-saw puzzles available.  If you wish to donate any books or puzzles, please put them on the 

“returns” cart.  For questions or comments, contact: Kay Kenney (kay_kenney@outlook.com) or Kathleen 

Davidson (kequilterqueen@yahoo.com)  

 

 

Church Photographer— Do you have a passion for taking pictures? CPC is looking for individuals to be a 

part of the photography team. Please contact our Media Director, John Merrill,  johnm@cpcgoodyear.org if 

you are interested in taking pictures at church events. 
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Media Team Volunteers Needed—We are looking to grow our Sunday morning Media Team. If you have 

previous experience on church media teams or have relevant experience, and you would like to be 

considered, please contact our Media Director, John Merrill, johnm@cpcgoodyear.org.  

 

Worship & Facebook—If you are unable to join us for services on Sunday, you may experience the 

sermon portion of our worship service by visiting our Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook 

account to access our Facebook page. Go to your web browser and key in: https://www.facebook.com/

CPCGoodyear/.  

 

Calendar—Please visit our Christ Church website for calendar information at  

www.cpcgoodyear.org. The calendar is under Resources then click on Events/Calendar. 

 

  

 

PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday Flower Donations Reminder— If you would like to order flowers for the sanctuary, the sign-

up sheet is in the office. The deadline is noon on the Wednesday preceding the Sunday you want them 

displayed and listed in the announcements. Arrangements in honor of or in memory of are $40. 

Rosebuds for birth announcements are $15 (twins $18). You can place the money in your offering 

envelope and indicate under “other” or pay in the office. There are many dates available in 2019!  You 

can pick-up and take the flowers home after second service. Returning the vase to the admin office is 

appreciated - Christ Church receives credit for the vase. 

 

Ink Cartridges— Christ Church accepts all types of ink cartridges for our recycle program. We receive 

credit at two local office supply stores. Thank you for supporting this program.  

 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program—Did you know you can support our nonprofit organizations just 

by shopping at Fry's? It's easy when you enroll in Fry's Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with 

your Fry’s V.I.P Card online or in the store, and select Christ Church using the code ID685 in the search. 

Select our church to support and enroll. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for Christ Church every 

time you shop and use your V.I.P Card. Remember…all participants must re-enroll each year to continue 

earning rewards for their chosen organization. 

 

 

 

 

TRAINING 

 
SAVE THE DATE -Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED) 

training will be held Saturday, March 23 at 10:00 a.m. in the Atrium. Any and all are welcome to attend 

(ages 8 and above). This class will teach you how to perform chest compression only CPR (no mouth-to-

mouth breathing) and apply and use an AED.  For more information, please contact the office. 
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THANK YOU 
Christ Church Family, 

On behalf of, and at the request of, the Woodruff family, I would like to 

thank you for the tremendous outpouring of gifts, clothes, and prayers for 

this family following the destruction and loss of their house due to fire. They 

have appreciated everything they received and look forward to moving into 

a rental house very soon.   

 

Thank you all for taking Christ’s mandate to love our neighbors so seriously. 

With gratitude, Rob Wehofer 

 

 

 
 



 



 

Happy Bi r thday  

 
 

 

1 Megan McBride 

 Kabura Nahimana 

3 Bonnie Bruce 

 Maxine Chambers 

 Jean Sturdivan 

4 Sydney Anderson Schweinsberg 

 David Eckert 

 Brett Everett 

 Leanne Hawkins 

5 Duane Hauser 

 Cheri Holzhauer 

6 Kevin Gates 

 Leda Gillham 

 Judy Romano 

 Paul Voia-Tipei 

7 Ender Quinones 

8 Mark Bank 

 Judy Harding 

9 Vera Ngum Akah 

 Edward Vitarius 

11 Chris Rogerson 

12 Brigitte Gill 

 Autumn Hoppe 

13 Lovey Kreutzer 

 Terrie Sievewright 

15 Kathleen Davidson 

 Jerry Treece 

16 Ian  Hawkins 

17 Tamarie Nelson 

 Bonita Popejoy 

 Ken Watson 

18 Donna Peck 

19 Marian Pritchard 

21 Richard Orson 

22 Ryan Gillham 

 Betty Hoge 

23 Kit  Brown 

 Elsa Tchakoute 

25 Tom Rodriguez 

26 Billie Sifford 

 David Wender 

27 Rachel Hartwig 

 Sandy Larson 

 Michael Smith 

 Anita Snook 

28 Peter Alomepe 

 Philip Smith 

2 Thomas & Dorine Douglas 

 Bill & Soonja Robinson 

3 Robert & Soncha Bowman 

7 Jay & Linda Adkins 

12 Fred & Trish Kile 

14 Gary & Judy Davis 

 

 

15 Ralph & Helen Harper 

18 Barclay & Belinda Weishuff 

19 Bob & Shirley Castor 

21 J.D. & Kit Brown 

Happy Anniversar y  



STAFF 
 

Rev.  Dr. Tony Stiff 

Senior Pastor 

 

Rev. Brett Everett      Rev. Mike Shirey 

 Associate Pastor        Assistant Pastor         

 

Dr. David Wilson 

 Director of Music 

 

Heidi Gray  

Praise Team Worship Leader 

 

Vitaly Serebriakov           Charisma Luat Guese 

   Pianist-Traditional       Pianist-Contemporary  

 

Brandin Francabandera,  

Director of  Children & Family Ministry 

 

Holli Bishop, Office Coordinator 

 

Arlene Aamot, Office Assistant 

 

January Espinoza, Financial Assistant - Treasurer 

 
   ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
 
 

925 N Sarival Avenue 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
623-882-0721 
www.cpcgoodyear.org 

www.info@cpcgoodyear.org 
www.prayinghands@cox.net 
 
 Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship Hours 
 Traditional     9:00 a.m. 
 Contemporary   10:30 a.m. 
 

FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS 

 

16  VOM Conference 

 Kreutzer Memorial 

23 Applebee’s Haiti Fundraiser 


