
WHERE DOES THE BIBLE COME FROM? 

A Library of Books 
The Bible is not just one book, but a library of 66 books by 40 different authors written over a period 
of 1500 years. The last book was written over 1900 years ago. How is it that these particular books 
have been preserved for us today and why are they so special? 
 
There are two parts to the Bible. The first, known as the Old Testament, are writings from before 
the time of Jesus recorded by the Jewish people, spanning a period of about 1500 years. The second 
part, the New Testament, are the books which record the ministry and teachings of Jesus and his 
apostles. They cover the period of about 100 years after Jesus’s birth. 

The Old Testament is a mixture of different kinds of literature. It 
contains details of the history of the world, focusing mainly on the 
land of Israel, from creation to about the year 450BC. There are also 
psalms (poetic hymns and prayers), proverbs and prophetic writings. 
As well as predicting the future, the prophets brought God’s message 
to the nation, often rebuking them for straying from their destiny as 

His chosen people. There were other books written during this period1 but the books in the Old 
Testament were those which were considered to be inspired by God.  The list was well established 
by the time of Jesus who accepted them as coming from God himself. So, for Christians, their 
inspiration is beyond doubt2. 

The New Testament consists of the history and teaching of Jesus and those he appointed as his 
representatives or ‘apostles’. The four ‘gospels’ are accounts of Jesus’s ministry in the land of Israel, 
his death and resurrection. These are followed by The Acts of the Apostles, recounting the events as 
the Christian message spread and churches were established throughout the Roman world. The rest 
is a series of letters, or ‘epistles’, from the apostles to the different churches, until the Book of 
Revelation which gives prophecies about the times of the end. Again, there were other writings from 
this period which were not considered inspired by God and so were not included. Every book in the 
New Testament was either written or was authorised by one of the apostles (Mark by Peter and 
Luke by Paul).2 

How were the books chosen? 

Most of the books of the New Testament were in common use and were 
widely recognised as inspired by the first half of the second century. A 
few, like the Epistle to the Hebrews took a little longer to be accepted. 
Eventually the church in its early days3 drew up a list, or canon as it is 
called. Strict rules were applied as follows: 

• Did the book indicate that God was speaking through a human author and did it carry 
the authority of God?  

 
1 For example, The Book of Jasher, a record of historical events. 
2 See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vd4GYBQN5G0 . 
3 There were various councils in the fourth century. Their task, however, was only to recognise the authority of 
the books, not to give them that authority. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vd4GYBQN5G0


• Was the human author a prophet or an apostle appointed by Jesus Christ? 
• Was the book historically accurate? 
• Was it widely used and was it of long standing? 
• Was the book in keeping doctrinally with the rest of scripture? 

The Bible is remarkable because of the consistency of its message, despite the fact that it was 15 
centuries in the making. Uniquely, it explains the origin and the destiny of mankind as well as 
defining and providing the answer to humanity’s fundamental problem: our desire to live 
independently of the God who made us. The Old Testament points throughout to the coming of a 
Saviour, his death on a cross for our sins, and his rising again4. The New Testament tells in detail how 
our relationship with God can be restored through Christ and how history will end as it began – with 
all humanity blessed and in harmony with its Creator once again. The message of salvation by faith in 
Christ is proclaimed throughout the scriptures from Genesis to Revelation5.  

Printing of books was not possible until the 1400s so all copies of the Bible 
until then were hand-written. If you wonder how reliable the process of 
copying and preserving these manuscripts has been, see the article Can We 
Trust the Bible? or visit the link:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20yiTTJVaqg (3-minute video) 

Which Version? 

Of course, neither the Old nor the New Testaments were written in English. Hebrew is the main 
language of the former, Greek of the latter. There are different translations, the most famous of 
which is the so-called Authorised Version, or the King James Version. This dates back to the reign of 
James I in the year 1611 so the language is sometimes difficult for modern readers. There is a similar 
but more up-to-date translation called The New King James Version. If you prefer language which is 
even more easy to read, we recommend The New Living Translation. Both these and many more can 
be found at www.BibleGateway.com.  

Finding your way around 

If you are unfamiliar with the Bible, the best place to begin is with the gospel accounts. The Gospel 
of Mark and the Gospel of Luke are the most straightforward. After that read story of the early 
church in The Acts of the Apostles. The Book of Genesis is very important because it lays the 
foundations for what follows. Some of the rest of the Old Testament can be difficult because there 
are ceremonial laws which concern the Jews only and prophetic books which need some historical 
background. The New Testament epistles give very important teaching for Christians.  

 

A useful link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0s468h24U0 

For a full explanation of the canon: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uu6jo7qCreI 

 
4 See, for example, Psalm 22, Isaiah 53, Daniel 9:26, and Luke 24:27 
5 Genesis 15:6. Revelation 14:6 
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