
WHAT ABOUT OTHER RELIGIONS? 

Are there many roads to God or is the Jesus way the only way? 

The story is told of several blind men trying to describe 
an elephant. One felt its leg and said it was a tree. 
Another encountered its trunk and thought it was a 
snake; yet another its tail which resembled a rope. 
Surely, like these men, our experiences and 
understanding are limited. We cannot know everything 
about God so the many religions in the world must be 
different aspects of the one reality. One ‘truth’ may work 
for you; I may choose a different one. Aren’t Christians 
bigoted and narrow in their thinking to claim that they 
are right? These days we must be tolerant and inclusive. 

The Bible looks at the problem the other way around. Rather than blind men seeking to know about 
God, it speaks of an all-loving and infinite Creator wanting to make himself known to mankind. It is as 
if the elephant was able speak to the men and provide a cure for their blindness.   

According to the Bible, God took human form in the person of Jesus of Nazareth: He is described as 
“the image of the invisible God”1 and “our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ”2. Jesus himself said “I 
am the way, the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father (speaking of God) except through 
me”3. Others may have made such claims for their religions, but only Jesus was raised from death to 
prove the truth of His words4.  

Of course, followers of Christ should not be intolerant, in the sense that they are disrespectful or 
hateful towards those of other religions, for God loves everyone; He respects their choices and expects 
us to do the same. Nevertheless, if we accept Jesus’s words, His way is only one way that will lead us 
into a relationship with God as our Father in heaven.  

What makes Jesus unique? 

The Bible explains the reason human beings struggle to find God as a 
reality in their lives. There is a barrier to overcome. We can only 
fellowship with God if we are like Him. He is holy and righteous, but we 
are selfish, imperfect and, by God’s standard, unrighteous5. In His 
mercy, God does want to relate to us. That would be possible if we had 
only rejected His love. However, we have also offended his law. God is 
a righteous Judge and He must therefore administer just punishment for 
our offences.  

Jesus alone in human history could remove this barrier. And that is why 
He is the way to God the Father. Only a perfect man who did not deserve 
to suffer death could pay the required penalty, but only God Himself 
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could pay it for the whole human race. So Jesus came, God in human flesh, to die for us. The Bible puts 
it like this: 

All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. 
We have left God’s paths to follow our own. 
Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all6.  

This is the ‘gospel’, the good news of which the Bible speaks. If we acknowledge our need of His 
forgiveness, God will accept us as his children and remove the blindness from our eyes so that we are 
no longer groping about in darkness trying to find Him. Jesus described this process as being ‘born 
again7’. God gives us a new heart8 so that not only can we know about God but also have a relationship 
with Him for ever. As perhaps the most famous verse in the Bible puts it: 

For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life9. 

 
Other religions may offer excellent moral guidance and some profound philosophy but only Jesus 
Christ, through His death on a cross, has made it possible for us to have fellowship with a holy God. 
As he took our sins upon himself, he gave us his righteousness as a free gift. Our relationship with our 
Father in heaven does not depend on our goodness and holiness but on His. Other religions often 
require their adherents to achieve. Jesus simply asks us to receive! 
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