
IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED BY GOD? 

The Bible is a unique book. It remains the world’s best seller; it has changed the course of human 
history and it claims to be a divinely inspired account of God’s rescue mission for planet earth. Other 
religions have their scriptures so what makes the Bible so special?  

It does seem that the accurate preservation of these scriptures over the centuries is somewhat 
miraculous 1, but many people still find the Bible difficult to accept because of its supernatural 
content, from the beginning of creation to the miracles of Jesus. Is there really any sign of a divine 
hand at work in these pages? Most Christians would testify to the way they find that God speaks to 
them when they read the scriptures but that is not usually enough to convince the average sceptic. 
What then would be an indication that the Bible carries the fingerprints of the Creator God? 

Albert Einstein revealed that space and time cannot be separated. In other 
words, the God who created the one must also have created the other and 
must, therefore, be outside of time himself.  The Bible makes it clear that this 
is indeed the case as He can see ‘the end from the beginning’2. The prophetic 
scriptures are proof enough of God’s handiwork. The book of Daniel, for 
example, accurately predicts the course of history from the Persian empire to 

the coming of Christ, and even indicates that Israel must rise again from the dust of history in our 
own time3. Perhaps the most telling are the prophecies concerning Jesus the Messiah. There are well 
over 200 in the Old Testament which, you will remember, was completed centuries before Christ. 
Taking only eight of these, the probability of their coming to pass by chance or human agency would 
be 1 in 10^17. If we take 48, then it would rise to 1 in 10^157. That is many times more than the 
estimated number of atoms in the whole known universe! Statistically an impossibility.4 

The central figure of the Bible is Jesus Christ who was declared to be the Son of God by his 
resurrection from the dead5. Space does not permit us to examine the evidence for the resurrection 
in detail. Suffice it to say that a number of sceptical legal experts have often reluctantly admitted it 
would stand up in any court of law6. If we accept the authority of Jesus, we must accept the Old 
Testament as the inspired Word of God. ‘The Scripture cannot be broken,’ he said7. He affirmed the 
truth of Adam and Eve and the flood of Noah8, and ‘Have you not read…’ and ‘It is written…’ were 
standard responses to criticism throughout his ministry. 

The authority of the New Testament also comes from Christ indirectly, through his apostles. Every 
book was either written or was authorised by one of the apostles (Mark by Peter and Luke by Paul). 
There has been much talk in recent years about additional books which were ‘wrongly’ excluded by 
the early church. However, there were only ever four gospels which were universally accepted from 
the earliest times. Tertullian (AD 190-120) wrote: ‘The Apostles did not keep any secret doctrine but 
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taught every doctrine openly. Only heretics teach a secret gospel, letter or doctrine.’ Soon after the 
time of Jesus there were many texts written by the so-called Gnostics who mixed Christianity with 
pagan beliefs and denied the divinity of Christ, so there were always strict rules applied for accepting 
a particular book as divinely inspired9. 

The truth of the Bible has been widely disputed over the years 
especially for its so-called scientific inaccuracies10.  Space does not 
permit a detailed examination of these. Interestingly, there are there 
are many ‘scientific’ facts recorded in the Old Testament which have 
only been discovered in recent times. For example, the rules of 
hygiene, quarantine and diet in Leviticus and Deuteronomy11 promote 
good health in ways not understood until the advent of modern 

medicine12.  Other things unknown to the ancients include: the fact that ‘the earth hangs on 
nothing’, the water cycle, and the weight of air13. All these suggest that the Bible came from the 
hand of the Creator himself.  

The Bible is also remarkable because of the consistency of its message, despite the fact that it was 
15 centuries in the making. The message of salvation by faith in the atoning death of Christ is 
proclaimed throughout the scriptures from Genesis to Revelation14. Uniquely, it explains the origin 
and the destiny of mankind as well as defining and providing the answer to our fundamental 
problem: the desire to live independently of the God who made us. The Old Testament points 
throughout to the coming of a Saviour, his death on a cross for our sins and his rising again15. The 
New Testament tells in detail how our relationship with God can be restored through Christ and how 
history will end as it began – with all humanity blessed and in harmony with its Creator once again.  

 

For further examination of these and other topics see: https://carm.org/evidence-biblical-inspiration 

 

   

   

 
9 See the article Where Does the Bible Come From? For a full explanation see Ancient Church Fathers by Dr Ken Johnson.  
10 The theory of evolution has been the biggest challenge, so we have treated it as a separate topic on this website. For 
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