
ARE THE BIBLE DOCUMENTS RELIABLE? 

The Bible is not just one book, but a library of 66 books by 40 different authors written over a period 
of 1500 years. The last book was written over 1900 years ago so the question immediately arises: 
how can we trust documents created before the days of printing which were hand-copied multiple 
times? 

The Old Testament. These Jewish scriptures from before the time of 
Christ were meticulously copied by scribes who adhered to sophisticated 
rules: words and letters were counted to ensure complete accuracy and a 
scroll found to be faulty would be buried1.  The success of this process in 
preserving the purity of the original text was verified by the discovery, 
beginning in 1947, of the so-called Dead Sea Scrolls. These manuscripts, 
found in caves near the Dead Sea, date from before the time of Jesus and are more than 1000 years 
older than previously known copies. They proved to be word-for-word identical for 95% of the time. 
The five percent of variation consists chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and variations in spelling 
which do not affect basic doctrines.  

The New Testament. There are no similar ‘proof texts’ for documents of the New Testament. 
However, there are so many existing early versions of the various books and even more fragments 
and quotations in other writings that put their authenticity beyond doubt. The following chart puts 
some of them into perspective when compared with other writings from the ancient world.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both the time span and the number of New Testament manuscripts far outweigh those of any other 
author of the period. 

How the different books were chosen for inclusion in the Bible is explained in the article Where Does 
the Bible Come From? 

A useful link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20yiTTJVaqg    (3-minute video) 

 
1 For more details of the copying process and the accuracy of the Old Testament documents, see 
https://pristinesearch.blogspot.com/2013/02/reliability-of-old-testament-text.html 

 

 

 

Caves near the Dead Sea 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20yiTTJVaqg
https://pristinesearch.blogspot.com/2013/02/reliability-of-old-testament-text.html

