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2 Timothy Chapter 3 

The Believer’s Security in an Evil World  

Why may we rely upon every statement in the Bible as absolute truth, even when it foretells what 
will happen in future times? We have the clearest answer to this question in our text when it 
makes the claim that it is the inspired Word of God. We also have a practical proof that this 
claim is true. The chapter that we are studying pictures conditions in the world just as they are 
today. The Holy Spirit showed Paul what dangers would threaten Christians as the world 
approached its end.  

The Moral Condition of the World  

Read 2 Timothy 3:1–5. The apostle had ample opportunity to become acquainted with the world 
of his day. Wherever he went, he met idolatry and wickedness, and it must have seemed to him 
that the world could never become worse than it was at that time. But as God enabled him to take 
a prophetic look into the distant future, he saw that the world would grow more and more evil as 
time went on. The closer Judgment Day approaches, the more perilous will the times be for the 
Church and believers. What a terrible and true picture of the world as described by the apostle 
and as we know it today! Paul says that it will be full of selfishness, greed, boastfulness, pride, 
and wickedness. People will reject God and use His name only in blasphemous speech. They will 
refuse to obey parents and superiors, be ungrateful for benefits received, show no respect for 
holy things, and not even regard their closest relatives. They will make promises without 
intending to keep them, ruin people’s reputations for personal gain, give free reign to their sinful 
passions, and vent their spite on those who try to live uprightly. They will betray their neighbors 
and stubbornly demand to have their own way in everything. Their only purpose in life will be to 
enjoy the pleasures of this world. Some might even claim to be members of the Church, but their 
conduct will show that they are hypocrites, giving evidence that the Gospel is not at work in their 
hearts.  

1. Why do we believe that we are living in the last days, the time near the end of the world?  

 

2. Which sins mentioned by Paul are especially common today? Why are these a peril to 
Christians?  
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The Attitude of the World toward the Church  

Read verses 6–13. Satan’s chief aim is to bring the world into the Church, so that through laxity 
of religion and morals believers may lose their faith. He knows that his success will be greatest if 
he succeeds in undermining the home. Paul warns that immoral people and false teachers will 
carry their poisonous teachings into the houses of people who are no longer sound in the faith 
and will destroy their morals. People will gradually lose all understanding of what is right and 
wrong and close their hearts to the truth. Moreover, the devil’s agents will be particularly active 
in trying to counteract the preaching of God’s Word, just as the Egyptian sorcerers did in Moses’ 
time. By corrupting the minds of the people, the deceivers will prevent their victims from 
believing the Gospel. It is remarkable what foolish things people who reject the truth will 
believe.  

If the world fails to entice the Christian away from the truth, it has another method by which it 
tries to destroy him or her: persecution. Paul could not be shaken in his faith by false doctrine. 
Therefore, his enemies tried to crush him by persecuting him and seeking his life. Timothy 
himself had seen what Paul had to endure for the sake of the Gospel. In Lystra, Timothy’s 
hometown, Paul had been stoned by a mob and dragged out of the city as dead (Acts 14:19). But 
God had always protected His apostle and delivered him out of all danger. Paul knew he was safe 
in God’s hand, and he was not afraid of his enemies. He encouraged all believers to remain firm 
in the faith and live godly lives, even though they might have to suffer for it. What Paul says in 2 
Timothy 3:12 holds true to the end of time. The world will always hate and persecute Christians.  

3. What false teachers and cults have been working actively in homes and among women?  

 

4. Why do so many people believe the ridiculous claims of false teachers and religious quacks?  

 

5. Are Christians still persecuted today?  

 

6. How does the world show that it hates the true believers?  
 

 

7. Why is persecution a blessing to the Church?  
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The Source of the Christian’s Power  

Read verses 14–17. There is just one thing for the believer to do to keep his or her faith and not 
be overcome by the evil world: hold fast to the Word of God. Paul admonished Timothy to 
continue in the things that he had learned and been assured of by the apostle’s teaching. Since his 
childhood, Timothy had received instruction in the Scriptures and had become thoroughly 
acquainted with its teachings. This knowledge was infinitely more valuable to him than all the 
wisdom of the world, because it showed him the way to eternal salvation. The Scriptures led him 
to believe in Jesus and kept him in this faith. No one could rob him of his faith as long as it was 
built upon the firm foundation of God’s Word. Paul emphatically states that every word of the 
Bible is the inspired Word of God. Therefore, it is absolutely true and infallible. Because the 
Christian’s faith rests upon the divine authority of the sacred Scriptures, it has a tremendous 
power in his or her life. Paul shows how wonderfully the divinely-inspired Word serves people. 
One who diligently studies it and follows its teachings will derive inestimable benefits from it for 
faith and life and will learn how to serve God. The Bible is of greatest value because it teaches 
people all that they need to know about the way of salvation, shows them what things to avoid as 
dangerous to their souls, helps them to turn away from sin, and enables them to live holy lives. It 
equips people to serve God with good works. A book that is able to change the heart and life of a 
sinner and make him or her perfect in the eyes of God certainly must be the Word of God.  

8. Who taught Timothy the Scriptures (2 Timothy 1:2, 5)?  

 

9.. How long should one continue to study the Bible? Why?  

 

10. In what respects is the Bible different from all other books?  

 

11. How do we know that every word in the Bible was written by divine inspiration (2 Peter 
1:21; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; John 5:39)?  

 

 

12. Why should we hold firmly to the doctrine of verbal (the very words and not just the 
thoughts) and plenary (each and every word) inspiration?  

 


