
Fifth Sunday in Lent  -  Sunday, March 17, 2024 
 

Introit: 10:30 only  
 

P  Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people, 

C  from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 

P   I love the LORD, because He has heard 

C   my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

P  Because He inclined His ear to me, 

C  therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 

P  The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 

      hold on me; 

C  I suffered distress and anguish. 

P  Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

C “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

P  For You have delivered my soul from death, 

C  my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

            Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

           and to the Holy Spirit; 

            as it was in the beginning, 

           is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people, 

C  from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                      Jeremiah 31:31–34 
 

 31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the 

covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the 

hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I 

will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. 34And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor 

and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their 

iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  
 

L   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle                                                                                          1 Peter 1:6–12 
 

 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you 

have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your 
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may 

be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now 

see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 

with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 10Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the 

grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11inquiring what 

person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the 

sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12It was revealed to them that 

they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been 

announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the 

Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 
  

L   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                            Mark 15:16–32 

 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fifteenth chapter. 

C   Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 16And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the 

governor’s headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. 17And 

they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, 

they put it on him. 18And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
19And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and 

kneeling down in homage to him. 20And when they had mocked him, they 

stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they 

led him out to crucify him. 

 21And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 

in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 
22And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a 

Skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 
24And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots 

for them, to decide what each should take. 25And it was the third hour when 

they crucified him. 26And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The 

King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his 

right and one on his left. 29And those who passed by derided him, wagging 

their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild 

it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31So also 

the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He 

saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Christ, the King of Israel, 

come down now from the cross that we may see and believe.” Those who 

were crucified with him also reviled him. 
  

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 


