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VISION AND MISSION 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran School – Vision Statement 
Through connecting faith and 21st century academics, students of Our Redeemer will be equipped to 
excel in any classroom beyond our walls and be faithful servants in the church and community for 
generations to come. 
 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church with School – Mission Statement 
United in Christ and affirmed in faith, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church with School stands ready to serve 
all people, set to teach all people, and together, we will grow in faith, fellowship, and love.
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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

ATHLETIC POLICY 
 
This packet is an overview for you regarding the Athletic Program at Our Redeemer Lutheran School.  It 
is meant to inform you about eligibility, behavior concerns, and sportsmanship.  We request that you to 
review the information in this packet with your child(ren) prior to the athletic season. 
 
Academic and behavioral situations along with our athletic philosophy are managed through the 
Student Eligibility Policy in harmony with the Our Redeemer School Handbook.  Students, parents, and 
ORLS staff will be kept informed as to academic needs as well as behavioral concerns so that student 
athletes might take appropriate steps in making choices to correct academic and/or behavioral issues. 
 
 

May the Lord direct us in all things. 
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AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS PROGRAM 
 
Our after-school sports program is open to all students from Grades Five through Eight, who show 
genuine interest and desire to play on a team or in individual events, such as track.  The Fall season finds 
our boys and girls involved with soccer and girls in volleyball.  Winter brings basketball for both girls and 
boys.  Spring brings Co-Ed track. 
 

Philosophy 
The Apostle Paul says, “You know that at sports all the runners run the race, though only one wins the 
prize.  Like them, run to win.” (1 Corinthians 9:24).  Naturally we want the desire to win to be found in 
our athletes at Our Redeemer Lutheran School, but our sense of winning is different from that of many 
organizations. 
 
We believe that no matter how rewarding or self-satisfying winning is, we must consider it in light of 
Paul’s statement that to strive to win in sports is a pursuit after “…a fading wreath,” whereas the goal of 
a Christian is the pursuit of, “…a wreath that never fades.” 
 
It is with the far greater purpose of life in Jesus Christ that each student and parent is welcomed to join 
the athletic contests because we are faithful followers.  He has promised to be with us, to guide us and 
to strengthen us.  We are assured in winning and in losing that all things work for good in life, and 
athletic competition is a positive part of the total development that students experience at Our 
Redeemer. 
 
This is the foundation on which Our Redeemer Lutheran School’s Athletic program stands.  Our prayer is 
that the student athlete remains faithful while growing in Jesus Christ, and be a fitting participant in our 
worthwhile athletic program. 
 

Eligibility Policy 
Our Redeemer students must have the following to be eligible to participate in practices, competitions 
and/or or games: 
 

1. Have an emergency/athletic card on file in the school office for the current school year. 

2. Have a permission form signed by parent and student. 

3. Attend class for at least half a day (3.5 hours) to be eligible to participate in practice, 
competition,  or game for that day. 

4. Signed ‘Parents’ and ‘Student Athletes’ Christian sports pledge. 

 
To be a participant in extracurricular activities, a student must remain eligible.  That responsibility 
belongs to the student.  The following standards must be met in order to participate in extra-curricular 
activities at Our Redeemer: 
 

1. Students must maintain a 70% or better in every subject.  

2. Adhere to the “Code of Conduct for Students.” 
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If any of these guidelines are not followed the following procedure will apply: 
 

1. Grades and conduct of students participating in extracurriculars will be checked by teachers 
Monday mornings. 

2. Each teacher will sign an eligibility sheet for the subjects they teach, indicating whether students 
are eligible. 

3. Eligibility forms will be given to the coach to indicate students who might be struggling or at risk 
of becoming ineligible, or are ineligible.  

 
Students not eligible will not participate in practice, competition, or games for a period of one week 
starting from Monday through to Sunday. 
 

1. Parents will receive a letter and/or phone call from the athletic director and/or principal, 
indicating their child’s ineligibility. 

2. If, after a week of non-participation, the student’s grade is not 70% or better, the student will be 
ineligible for an additional week.  

If after two weeks of ineligibility, a meeting with coach/athletic 
director/teacher/principal/parent/student or any combination of the above, will take place to discuss 
the next plan of action which could be, but is not limited to suspension from the team, probation, or an 
individual plan that is agreed upon by all parties that helps that student positively move forward. 
 
Parents are encouraged to regularly check their child’s grades on TADS Educate so our students don’t 
find themselves in this situation. 
 
At times, a student may face challenges in the classroom, which are simply beyond his or her academic 
ability or the student may face a difficult personal situation.  The faculty and staff understand these 
individual situations.  At Our Redeemer, every effort will be made to extend grace to and/or assist 
students who find themselves in a difficult circumstance.   
 
The principal, athletic director and the Board of Education will have the final say in all eligibility 
determinations.   
 

Conduct Code 
Students will: 

 
1. Know and adhere to the Christian philosophy and objectives of Our Redeemer Lutheran School. 

2. Meet all attendance and academic requirements as practical evidence of loyalty to school and 
team, and a proper philosophy of school-sponsored athletics. 

3. Observe completely all policies regarding conduct, doing so as a duty to God, school, team, and 
self. 

4. Counsel with the athletic director/principal over questions of eligibility.   

5. Practice and play fairly, giving complete effort in all circumstances and credit in victory to 
teammates and opponents in defeat. 
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6. Accept favorable and unfavorable decisions, as well as victory and defeat, with equal grace. 

7. Demonstrate respect for opponents and officials before, during, and after contests. 

8. Know that participation in any sport requires an acceptance of risk of injury. 

 

Conduct Eligibility 
• Each student has the responsibility of being a leader in the school.  If the conduct of any student 

is unacceptable according to the behavior guidelines stated in the school handbook, or such that 
it impairs the school or classroom environment, then ineligibility may follow as a 
consequence.  Conduct should reflect Christ in all that is done. 

• Consideration for conduct ineligibility may be brought to the principal by any member of the 
staff (teachers, coaches, cooks, janitors, pastors, or secretary). 

• If the principal determines that action may be needed, the principal and the student’s 
homeroom teacher will discuss the conduct.  A unanimous decision must be reached by the 
principal and homeroom teacher for conduct ineligibility to be declared.  Conduct ineligibility for 
practices, games, or events will remain in effect for a period of one week or more if deemed 
necessary by the principal and homeroom teacher. 

• A coach or advisor may find it necessary to dismiss a student from a team or activity for reasons 
not mentioned here.  If this happens, the student and his or her parent(s) will need to meet with 
the coach or advisor to discuss the problem.  If the problem cannot be resolved, the student will 
not be allowed to rejoin the team or activity. 

Probation and Eligibility 
• Probation: The student may fully participate in extracurricular activities. Probation is meant to 

be a warning that the student is struggling academically and/or behaviorally. This probation will 
be indicated on a weekly progress report from teachers to coaches. 

• Ineligibility: The student is to be given the opportunity to focus on academics. When a student 
is ineligible, the student may not participate in a practice, contest or performance, but may be 
expected to attend. 

 

Ethical Behavior for Christian Athletes 
Student athletes and their fans must observe the following guidelines: 
 
RULE #1 - Keep things in perspective!  In our sports-crazy society, we are tempted to believe that 
winning games is among the most noble ambitions we can have.  As a participant in our sports program 
we hope you experience enjoyment, exercise, and lessons in Christian living, but understand that sports 
competition has very little importance when measured against the things that have real meaning:  
accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and living life in service to God and our fellow men and 
women. 
 
RULE #2 - Understand the equal importance of all team members!  Every player on a team is as 
important as every other member.  Some may have more sports skills than others, some may try harder 
than others, and some may score more points than others.  Even so, together you and your teammates 
are a team, and together you share the winning, losing, and enjoyment of being part of a team. 
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RULE #3 - Let your light shine!  As a member, you will be in a very public position.  You will have golden 
opportunities to demonstrate publicly the meaning of the words from Scripture: “Whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.”  (1Corinthians 10:31) Try hard to improve your skills of relating in Christian love 
to teammates, opponents, coaches, other students, referees, and fans.  Ask God to help you let your 
light shine. 
 
RULE#4 - Exhibit good sportsmanship!  Try your hardest to win, but always play by the rules.  Control 
your mouth and your temper.  Do not dispute the referee’s decisions.  Do not speak or act in a way that 
would show your disagreement with officials or opponents.  Of course, referees will make mistakes - - 
every game.  In any event, always abide by their decisions and work hard to exhibit good Christian 
sportsmanship. 
 
RULE #5 - Have fun!  Sports are meant to be enjoyed.  We hope you will have a good time as a member 
of a team, and that you will help your teammates, coaches, opponents, and officials to have fun also. 
 
RULE #6 - Win graciously!  Enjoy the victory; be happy.  You were fortunate enough, and you worked 
hard enough, to achieve the win, and you ought to enjoy it.  Remember, the other team may have tried 
and worked just as hard - - or harder - - than you did.  Be thankful you won, but always remember, 
winning a game does not make you a better human being than the members of the losing team.  Never 
put down other teams or players in any way.  Never try to humiliate or degrade any player or team.  
Compete vigorously, but always respect your opponents as fellow human beings and friends. 
 
RULE #7 - MOST IMPORTANTLY, LOSE GRACIOUSLY!!  Lose with dignity and give your opponents credit 
for winning.  That does not mean you will like to lose, but do not react to defeat with anger, complaint, 
or excuses.  Exhibit graciousness, self-control, good sportsmanship, and Christian love for others, 
whether you are on the winning or losing side of the score. 
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ATHLETIC CONCERNS PROCESS 
 
The purpose for this process is to create an avenue for constructive communication.  Our goal is to 
create this effective means of communication in which discrepancies may exist and can be rectified.  
However, it is not to be a means of complaint.  This would only create dissention and division rather 
than bring about unity and edification of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
If you feel that a situation in Our Redeemer Lutheran School’s athletic program has arisen, we are asking 
you to maintain your emotions for the sake of all students, athletes, parents, coaches and ORLS 
professional staff.  Please take some time (about 24 hours) to prayerfully consider the situation and put 
it into perspective.  Then, if you feel the situation deems it necessary, take time to fill out this form, sign, 
date and return it to the school office in an envelope marked “Athletic Director.”  You will be contacted 
within 48 hours of our receiving this form.  Additional forms will be made available through the school 
office. 
 
Please keep in mind that our number one goal is to provide the opportunities to engage in athletic 
competition and develop a sense of Christian unity among all that are involved in athletics.  It is of the 
utmost importance that we, as adults, witness our faith by how we deal with problems.  Children 
emulate what they see and hear.  This is why it is crucial to be respectful of our coaching staff and the 
teams with which they are entrusted.  Thank you for praying for the success of our athletic program and 
working together to edify our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

 
 
Name: ________________________________ Phone: ____________________ 
 
Date: _____________________ State your concern in the space below.  Please use the back as needed. 
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SPORTSMANSHIP POLICY STATEMENT 
 

Code of Conduct for Students 
 
A student must: 
 

• Know and adhere to the Christian philosophy and objectives of Our Redeemer Lutheran School 
and its athletic department. 

• Meet all attendance and academic requirements as practical evidence of loyalty to school and 
team, and a proper philosophy of school-sponsored athletics. 

• Observe completely all policies regarding conduct, doing so as a duty to God, school, team, and 
self. 

• Counsel with the athletic director and principal over questions of eligibility. 

• Practice and play fairly, giving complete effort in all circumstances and credit in victory to 
teammates and opponents in defeat. 

• Accept favorable and unfavorable decisions, as well as victory and defeat, with equal grace. 

• Demonstrate respect for opponents and officials before, during, and after contests. 

• Know that participation in any sport requires an acceptance of risk of injury. 

 

Code of Conduct for Coaches and Parents 
 
The coach and staff supervisors along with the athletic director are responsible to see that: 
 

• Parents/fans and supporters of our parish athletic program do not use abusive language. 

• Parents/fans and supporters of our parish athletic team treat all officials with respect and 
refrain from criticizing officials during and after games. 

• Parents and fans are reminded that their actions reflect the reputation and good name of Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church with School. 

• The actions of parents and fans promote good sportsmanship among everyone present. 

 
Any parent or fan disregarding these guidelines shall be asked to leave the gym or playing field.  If the 
parent or fan disregards the request to vacate the area, the game shall not continue until the person or 
persons leave and could result in the forfeiture of the game.  The coaches of both teams shall see that 
these regulations are enforced.  Any parent or fan that consistently violates these regulations shall not 
be allowed to attend games until such time as determined by the Principal or Athletic Director. 
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PARENTS’ AND STUDENT ATHLETES’ CHRISTIAN SPORTS PLEDGE 
 
Our family is registering our student-athlete in Our Redeemer Lutheran Church with School’s athletic 
program.  We recognize that this program is a privilege for our student-athlete and will emphasize 
Christian values during practices and games.  We understand that each team will practice hard and 
participants will play their games to the best of their abilities.  Our Redeemer’s emphasis is on faith, 
growth and witness for Jesus Christ – not just winning.  This will be the most important goal of each 
athletic season. 
 
Our family realizes that our student-athlete will be expected to adhere to the athletic code at Our 
Redeemer as well as behave in a Christian fashion throughout the season(s).  Family and friends who 
attend games will also be expected to be respectful and act in a manner appropriate for a program 
dedicated to living the faith that we profess.  We also realize that as a family, we will be expected to 
regularly attend worship services together and reinforce Christian values. 
 
We realize that inappropriate behavior on the part of our student-athlete and our family members 
reflects negatively on our Savior, Jesus Christ and on our Christian Day School.  This behavior could 
result in the suspension of our student-athlete from his/her athletic season(s).  Student-athletes are 
held accountable by way of our school’s athletic code as written and found in Our Redeemer’s Parent 
Handbook. 
 
We pledge to do our part to witness Christian values at home and on the field of play.  We further 
pledge to support the coaches, assistants and Athletic Director in their attempts to develop and unify 
our athletic programs into faith communities.  Finally, we pledge to take seriously the opportunity to 
participate in extra-curricular athletics. 
 
 
Signed:_______________________________________ Date:_______________ 
  (student-athlete) 
 
Signed:_______________________________________ Date:_______________ 
  (parent/guardian) 
 
Signed:_______________________________________ Date:_______________ 
  (parent/guardian) 
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ACADEMIC ATHLETIC POLICY VIOLATION 
 
 
Dear ___________________, 
 
We regret to inform you that your child, ______________________, has dropped below 70% 
 
In ___________________________ 
 (subject)s 
 
On ___________________ 
  (date) 
 
We, as athletic director/principal/teacher, are concerned about your child’s academic achievement and 
therefore are implementing the following course of action based on the guidelines of the Student 
Athletic Eligibility policy of Our Redeemer Lutheran School.  Please sign and return this form to me by 
___________________. 

(date) 
 
We appreciate your support in working together to help guide your child towards academic 
improvement. 
 
_______ One-week athletic suspension including all games and practices. (first offense) 
 
Beginning: _______________ Ending: _______________ 
 
If your child remains ineligible for extracurricular activities for a period of more than two weeks, the 
following step(s) will be taken to try to enable your child to become the student/athlete God desires.   
 
_____ REQUIRED – meeting with athletic director/parent/teacher/student/principal 
 
_____ 2-week suspension from practice and games 
 
_____ Individual plan specific to individual needs 
 
_____ Other 
 
 
Thank you for your help and support, 
 
Kylie Collins 
Athletic Director 
 
Parent Signature: _________________________ 
 
Date: ________________ 
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CONDUCT ATHLETIC POLICY VIOLATION 
 

 
Dear ___________________, 
 
We regret to inform you that your child will be ineligible due to their conduct. We are concerned about 
your child’s behavior and request your help in guiding and directing __________________’s behavior.   
 
As a result of this, please note the following information below, sign and return this form to the athletic 
director by: _______________.   
 

 
 
Conduct Ineligibility Begins: ____________ 
 
Conduct Ineligibility Ends: _____________ 
 
OR 
 
_______Dismissal from team 
 

 
 
Description of Conduct Infraction: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Individual Requesting Conduct Review: _________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ________________ 
 
 
Thank you for your help and support, 
 
Mr. Jon Hummel 
Athletic Director 


