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Introduction 

The Three-Year Series of Scripture readings appointed for use in public worship first appeared in 
1969 in the Ordo lectionum Missae, developed by the Roman Catholic Church. Shortly thereafter, the 
Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship (ILCW) prepared a Lutheran version of this series, which was 
eventually included in Lutheran Book of Worship (1978) and, with some slight modifications, in Lutheran 
Worship (1982). Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal (1993), the hymnal of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, also included a version of the ILCW lectionary.  

In 1983, the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), an ecumenical study group, published the 
Common Lectionary based on the Ordo lectionum Missae as well as the Lutheran and various Protestant 
three-year cycles in use at the time. After significant field-testing, the CCT then published the Revised 
Common Lectionary in 1992, which was adopted for use in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
in 1998 and adapted for use in Lutheran Service Book, the new hymnal of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.  

This revised edition of A Longer Look at the Lessons takes into account the differences between 
various versions of the Three-Year Series in use among Lutherans today and provides studies for the 
system you have designated. The studies offer guidance for personal study and prompt discussion and 
application of the pericopes by adult Bible study groups. 

Two basic principles were followed in structuring the various versions of the Three-Year 
Lectionary: a thematic principle and a principle of semicontinuous reading. The thematic principle is 
generally employed during the festival half-year. Readings are selected to emphasize the themes of the 
festivals and the seasons that surround them. The primary reading is always the Holy Gospel, and that is 
why it is studied first in these materials. The Old Testament Reading (or First Reading) and the Epistle 
are then selected to support and enhance the theme set forth by the Holy Gospel.  

The principle of semicontinuous reading is applied especially during the nonfestival half of the 
Church Year (the Sundays after Pentecost). The Holy Gospels of Series A are largely from Matthew, 
Series B from Mark, and Series C from Luke. Readings from John are inserted in all the series, especially 
during the festival half-year. The Epistles also represent semicontinuous readings through particular 
letters. The Old Testament Readings, however, are selected thematically in relation to the Holy Gospel 
throughout both halves of the Church Year. 

The overall purpose of assigning Scripture readings in this way is to provide an annual review of 
salvation history and of major Christian doctrines, as well as to read significant sections of Holy Scripture 
during certain times of the Church Year. Pastors have found these pericopal studies helpful as they 
prepare their sermons and services from week to week. 
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Study Guide 
How to Use the Study Guide 

The Study Guide has been prepared with three goals in mind. First, it provides information about the 
lessons and their contexts. A look at the Greek or Hebrew is sometimes included. Doctrinal emphases are 
pointed out, and the text is often related to other statements of Scripture. Second, it asks questions that 
help the group explore the texts and provoke analytical thought. Answers are to be sought first in the 
pericopes themselves, with other references cited for backup or expansion of the thought. Questions that 
explore the text are just asking “What does it say?” to focus attention. They are easy to answer—so easy 
that people sometimes feel uneasy about stating the obvious. Help your group understand this. Don’t 
spend time on these; just get a focus on what the text says and how it says it, and move on to questions 
that ask “What does it mean?” These require more time and thought. Let your group struggle a little if 
necessary; don’t be in a hurry to provide answers yourself. Sometimes, restating the question will help 
them move to the point. Third, the Study Guide encourages discussion and application to Christian life 
today by asking “What does it mean for us?” This is the essential goal of every Bible study. Give your 
group members time to express themselves. Encourage and accept their applications and testimonies. 
Don’t hesitate to share your own views and experiences, but don’t take over, or they will back off and 
wait for you to do this every time. Fill-in-the-blanks exercises focus the attention of the group on key 
words of the text, and they are intended to provide emphasis of their significance in a simple way. 

Make use of added Scripture references—but save time by using slips of paper to assign them ahead 
of time to individuals who don’t mind reading aloud in your group. 
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Lesson 1 

Day of Pentecost 
The Holy Gospel: John 14:23–31 

This Holy Gospel is part of Jesus’ discourse in the Upper Room. He is preparing the disciples for 
what lies ahead, bringing assurance that the bewildering events to come are all part of the Father’s will 
and will accomplish His saving purpose. He assures them of His continuing presence with them through 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father would send in His name. 

1. What, according to Jesus, is the evidence of love for Him? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus had just talked about obeying His “commandments” as evidence of love for Him (vv. 15 and 

21); now He emphasized this by repetition, but talked specifically about obeying His “teaching,” or 
“word,” as the Greek text has it. 

2. What does His change to the more general term word say about the obedience to which He was 
calling His disciples? 

 
 
 
 
In verses 16–17, Jesus talked about sending the Spirit to live with them; here He talked about His 

own and His Father’s coming to make Their home with those who love Him and obey His teachings. 
3. What do these statements of Jesus combine to say to us about God? What assurance does it give 

us to know that God comes to make His home with us as the Father? as Jesus? as the Holy Spirit? 
 
 
 
 
4. How does awareness of God’s indwelling presence challenge us? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus completed His point and made it very clear by saying that the opposite of what He had been 

saying is also true: the one who does not love Him will not obey His teaching or words.  
5. How did Jesus then give full authority and impact to what He was saying? 
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6. Jesus called the Holy Spirit the Parakletos, “one called to stand beside” to help and support. What 
function of the heavenly Paraclete did Jesus key in on here? What does this say to us about the apostolic 
testimony and teachings that have come to us through the New Testament? 

 
 
 
 
7. How is Jesus’ promise of peace related to God’s making His home with us? How is Jesus’ 

promise of peace related to our obeying His teaching? What is the difference between the peace Jesus 
gives and that which the world might offer us? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus said, “The Father is greater than I.” This is a joyful statement that alludes to the end of Jesus’ 

state of humiliation. He will return to the Father! Our Lord and Savior, crucified, resurrected, and 
ascended, now sits “at the right hand of the Majesty” in heaven (Hebrews 1:3)! All authority in heaven 
and earth has been given to Him (Matthew 28:18)! 

“The ruler of this world [was] coming” and would test Jesus’ humility and His commitment to being 
the Suffering Servant of the Lord—in Gethsemane’s garden and on Calvary’s cross. So Jesus renewed His 
confidence and strengthened the faith of His disciples as He said to them, “He has no claim on Me.” To 
validate this, Jesus said—as it is arranged in the Greek text—“So that the world may know that I love the 
Father, I do as the Father commanded Me.” 

 
The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 11:1–9 

This familiar story of the tower of Babel shows God’s reaction to and judgment of the self-centered 
pride of man, which continued even after the flood. The proud attempt to make a name and gain renown 
took place on the plain of Shinar, where Babylon later was located. The tower probably was a ziggurat, a 
seven-level, pyramid-type structure with a shrine at the top. Ziggurats were thought to connect earth with 
heaven; climbing to the shrine was considered an act of meritorious religious service. The effort at Babel 
ended when God judged their pride and confused their languages, and the people were scattered. 

The name Babel (Babylon) is thought to be a transliteration of the Hebrew rendering of Babili, 
meaning “gate of God.” A play on words is involved here, for the Hebrew balal, similar in sound, means 
“to confuse” or “to mix.” 

The story has an “hourglass” literary form: verses 1–2 and 8–9 are narratives about man’s action and 
God’s reaction; verses 3–4 and 6–7 are discourses relating to the narratives; and verse 5 is a transition 
between the two emphases.  

8. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:1–21 
“There came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting.” It helps to know that both the Hebrew ruach and the Greek pneuma meant “spirit” as 
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well as “air” and “wind.” Jesus also used the wind as an illustration of the Spirit’s “blowing” wherever He 
pleases (see John 3:5–8). 

9. What was God’s purpose in the sound like a violent wind on the Day of Pentecost? Why was fire 
the visible symbol of what was taking place? (See Luke 3:16.) 

 
 
 
 
The sound like wind and the tongues like fire evidently were temporary signs of what was taking 

place. The crowd heard the sound and gathered, but there is no indication that the tongues like fire were 
seen by people other than those in the house. The manifestation of the Spirit that lasted longer and that 
impressed the crowd was the newly enabled ability of these followers of Jesus to speak in tongues. The 
Greek for tongues is glossais and means “languages.” Mark 16:17 says that Jesus predicted this gift of 
tongues, but a study of early manuscripts suggests that Mark 16:9–20 was a later addition to Mark’s 
Gospel. The experience evidently was a happy surprise. 

10. What was God’s purpose in the gift of tongues on the day of Pentecost?  
 
 
 
 
11. How did the Pentecost experience differ from later manifestations of the Spirit through this gift 

of tongues in places like Corinth? (See 1 Corinthians 14:1–4.) 
 
 
 
 
Some of the “Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven” in Jerusalem at this time were 

pilgrims who had come for the festival days. Others were elderly Jews who had moved to Jerusalem to 
live their last years near the temple, after having lived their whole lives in other countries. These foreign 
Jews probably could handle some Aramaic and Greek, but they were surprised and pleased when they 
suddenly found Galilean Jews declaring the wonders of God in their mother tongues. 

12. How was the crowd divided about what they were witnessing and experiencing? 
 
 
 
 
Peter used the skeptics’ “they are filled with new wine” as a springboard for his message, first 

making it clear that “these people are not drunk.” Jews of that time carried out morning sacrifices before 
the first meal, a meal of bread. They did not drink wine until the evening meal, a more complete meal 
when also some meat might be eaten. So Peter dismissed the idea of their being drunk at 9:00 a.m. Under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he quoted the prophecy of Joel to explain what was happening. It was the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit that was predicted in their sacred Scripture and that was part of God’s plan 
to offer salvation to “everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord.” 

Having gained the full attention of the crowd by quoting Joel’s prophecy to explain what was 
happening, Peter went on to proclaim Jesus as the Christ to his eager listeners. Sample key Christ-
centered sentences: Acts 2:22–23, 32, 36, 38–39. 
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Lesson 2 

Holy Trinity 
The Holy Gospel: John 8:48–59 

The “I AM” statements of Jesus are among the most loved sections of Scripture as they give us 
insight into Jesus our Savior. We must be forever grateful to the evangelist and to the Holy Spirit who 
inspired him for supplying these words, for they appear only here. But they are more than just pictures 
and illustrations. They are wondrous in the claims Jesus made as He said His “I AMs.”  

“I AM” is the literal translation of the name by which God revealed Himself to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, as well as to Moses at the burning bush on Mount Sinai. Moses said, “[When] they ask me, ‘What 
is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Say this to 
the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you’ ” (Exodus 3:13–14). “I AM” is the Hebrew name Yahweh. 
This name describes God as having His existence entirely in Himself. He is!—completely independently. 
Later, Yahweh said to Moses, “I am Yahweh. I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as El-Shaddai 
[God Almighty], and did not I make Myself known to them by My name Yahweh?” (Exodus 6:2–3, 
author’s translation). 

When the Hebrew Old Testament was translated into Greek for the benefit of Jews in the Diaspora, 
Yahweh became Ego eimi, a Greek phrase that states “I AM” emphatically. In Greek, the pronouns are 
incorporated in the verbs, so eimi by itself means “I am.” Add the pronoun “I,” Ego, and it becomes “I, I 
only, AM.” In John’s Gospel, the Greek text has Jesus say, “Ego eimi.” He was not just saying that He was 
a unique individual. He was identifying Himself with the covenant name. He was saying, “I am the I AM; 
I am Yahweh in action to fulfill the covenant.” 

The Jews’ religious leaders charged Jesus with being a Samaritan and demon-possessed. Jesus’ 
defense led to another of His Amen, Amen declarations: “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My 
word, he will never see death.” Pointing out that even Abraham and the prophets had died, the astounded 
Pharisees asked Jesus, “Are You greater than our father Abraham . . . ? Who do You make Yourself out to 
be?” In responding, Jesus became more and more bold in asserting that He is the Son of God, saying, “If I 
glorify Myself, My glory is nothing. It is My Father who glorifies Me.” 

13. How could Jesus accuse the religious leaders of not knowing the Father, of whom they said, “He 
is our God”? 

 
 
 
 
Responding to their “Are You greater than our father Abraham, who died?” Jesus said, “Your father 

Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. He saw it and was glad.” 
14. How did Abraham see assurance of “the Christ’s day” in the birth of his son Isaac? 
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All of this was moving toward the definitive “I am” statement of Jesus, the climax of this Holy 
Gospel. The Pharisees said sarcastically, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” 
To this, Jesus replied: “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” There is no clearer 
statement in the New Testament of Jesus’ claim to be none other than Yahweh, the covenant Lord, in 
action as the fulfiller of the covenant. 

15. Did the Jews’ religious leaders get the point of Jesus’ statement? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31 
Horace Hummel says in The Word Becoming Flesh: “The Book of Proverbs is a collection of 

collections” (p. 448). Many are credited to Solomon, and others are attributed to other wise men. Many 
were assembled under King Hezekiah of Judah (see Proverbs 25:1). The Book of Proverbs is wisdom 
literature. Its proverbs are concise statements, “pearls of wisdom,” intended to teach life-related wisdom 
in ways that are easily remembered. Wisdom is so valued in such literature that it is personified, able to 
think and to do. Wisdom is pictured in the first verses of this chapter as actively calling out to mankind 
with her appeal to gain wisdom and understanding. What is suggested in all of this is that what was in 
God’s mind in His desire to express Himself in creation was ultimate wisdom and that this wisdom then 
guided and directed Him in all of His creative work.  

16. What does it say about the Lord that He is the one who gave birth to wisdom? How is wisdom 
described as God’s co-worker in the work of creation? 

 
 
 
 
17. What does it say about the Creator that His “master workman,” wisdom, was His delight and 

rejoiced before Him? What does it say about the creation that it gives wisdom rejoicing and delight? 
 
 
 
 
Having established the exalted position of wisdom, the writer urged his readers to listen carefully 

and apply the precepts of wisdom to daily life (see Proverbs 8:32–36). 
18. Is gaining wisdom and applying it to life truly a matter of life or death? 
 
 
 
 
As you read this personification of wisdom and hear of her being the first thing created by God and 

then participating in the creation of all things with Him, you are reminded of the first verses of John’s 
Gospel. They speak of the Word, the One who became flesh to be our Savior, as the One through whom 
God created all things.  

19. What does John say about the Word that Proverbs does not say about wisdom? 
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20. What does Proverbs say about wisdom that John does not say about the Word? 
 
 
 
 
21. How does this Old Testament Lesson relate to today’s Holy Trinity emphasis? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:14a, 22–36 
This First Lesson is Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost. In his first remarks, he dealt with the 

scoffing skepticism of some and the wonderment of others by explaining that what they were witnessing 
was a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Having established that, Peter 
moved to the circumstance that had produced the momentous occurrence of the resurrection and 
exaltation of Jesus Christ. Peter began his sermon with “Men of Israel” (v. 22)—a formal address that 
emphasized their connection to the covenant and prompted them to “think covenant”—and went on to 
preach a heavily Christ-centered sermon that proclaimed the fulfillment of the covenant.  

22. The miracles Jesus had done were well known to all, for they had continually caused a stir 
among the people. What did Peter point to as one of the purposes of the miracles in Jesus’ ministry? (See 
John 9:31–33 and 14:11.)  

 
 
 
 
23. What did Peter say was behind everything that had led to Jesus’ being “delivered up” to the 

Jewish leaders, who then arranged for His crucifixion? What assurance may we find in this emphasis on 
God’s plan and foreknowledge? What was Peter emphasizing about Jesus being loosed from the pangs of 
death “because it was not possible for Him to be held by it”? 

 
 
 
 
Note the contrasting phrases in Psalm 16: “You will not abandon my soul to Sheol” and “or let Your 

holy one see corruption” (emphasis added). In the first, we see David’s hope for his own life beyond the 
grave; in the second, we have an inspired prophecy regarding God’s Holy One, the promised Messiah. 

24. Why did Peter quote from this psalm of David to undergird his proclamation of the resurrection 
of Jesus? Why did Peter contrast David’s being dead with Jesus’ being alive? What relationship did Peter 
point to between King David and Jesus, the Son of David?  

 
 
 
 
25. How may the Holy Trinity be seen in Peter’s explanation of what was happening that day? 
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26. Peter was a preacher! He was not timid about urging a response on the part of his hearers! How 
did his closing words pointedly apply both Law and Gospel to encourage the desired response? 
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Lesson 3 

Proper 3 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 6:20–42 

This Holy Gospel is part of what is known as the Sermon on the Plain (see Luke 6:17). Its teachings 
are much the same as Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, but are condensed. The similarities and 
differences suggest that both are summaries of Jesus’ teachings—teachings that were offered by the 
Teacher at various times and in various settings. 

The Sermon on the Plain begins with Beatitudes, as does the Sermon on the Mount. The major 
difference is that Luke follows the Beatitudes with corresponding pronouncements of woe. Again we 
have to remember that Jesus is speaking about spiritual qualities and circumstances. To have “poor” and 
“rich,” “hungry” and “full,” “weep” and “laugh,” and “hate and exclude and revile” and “speak well of 
you” represent material situations will make you miss the point. Jesus wants His disciples to know that 
the marks of the kingdom of God are poverty of spirit, not pride; hunger for the Word, not being full of 
your own wisdom; mourning over sin, not laughing it up in willful sin; humbly accepting rejection on 
account of the Son of Man, not speaking and acting to win the world’s approval. 

27. In His sermons, Jesus enunciated the ideals of behavior that are to characterize those who are 
His disciples. What is immediately apparent to serious Christians as we consider them? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus says, “To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also,” and, “From one who takes 

away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either,” and, “Give to everyone who begs from you,” and, 
“From one who takes away your goods do not demand them back.” 

28. How are Jesus’ words to be applied—and how are they not to be applied—by Christians as we 
live in a sinful society? 

 
 
 
 
 
29. What does Jesus reveal about us with His series of questions about loving and doing good and 

lending?  
 
 
 
 
 
30. The Golden Rule is not unique to the Christian faith; other religions have something similar. At 

face value, it is basic, natural religion. What is necessary for the Golden Rule to become an ideal for 
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Christian behavior? What is the reward that Jesus promises we will enjoy when we learn to love, do good, 
and lend, expecting nothing in return—even in relation to our enemies? 

 
 
 
 
31. What are we not to judge in regard to those around us—and what are we to judge? In what sense 

does learning to forgive others clear the way for being forgiven? (See Matthew 6:14–15.) 
 
 
 
 
32. Jesus says, “With the measure you use [to give to others] it will be measured back to you.” Who 

does this measuring back and giving? 
 
 
 
 
33. What do Jesus’ two questions about the blind and His words relating a disciple to his teacher 

make us recognize about what must be the source of guidance for Christian living? 
 
 
 
 
34. What is the solution for us when we find ourselves hypocritically focusing on the specks in 

others’ eyes? 
 
 
 
 

 
The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 50:15–21 

As a young boy, the favorite of his father, Jacob, Joseph told his family some of the dreams he had 
had, dreams that obviously pointed to a time when his brothers and even his parents would bow down 
before him. In their jealousy and anger, his brothers sold him into slavery and told their father a wild 
animal had killed him. Joseph trusted the Lord—and the Lord’s blessing followed him to Egypt. 
Whatever circumstance he found himself in, Joseph put forth his best effort, and, under God’s guidance 
and blessing, he continually rose to the top. As a slave he was placed in charge of Potiphar’s household. 
When falsely accused by his master’s wife and imprisoned, he became the chief trustee in the 
management of the prison. When God enabled him to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, he was made Pharaoh’s 
right-hand man and administered the storage of grain during the predicted years of abundance and its 
distribution during the predicted years of famine. In time, Joseph brought his family to Egypt, and they 
were settled on choice delta land in Goshen. 

When their father died, the brothers feared that Joseph would take his revenge on them. Joseph was 
second in authority in all of Egypt, and the brothers knew he could do to them as he pleased, so they 
approached him carefully. 
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35. How did the brothers add psychological and spiritual force to their plea for forgiveness? Why 
did Joseph weep when he received their message? What may be seen in Joseph’s “Am I in the place of 
God?” (See Romans 12:17–21.) 

 
 
 
 
36. How did Joseph look at everything he had experienced in life? What encourages us to look at 

life in the same way? (See Romans 8:28, 31–32.) 
 
 
 
 
37. How has God directed the course of your life so that you were ready at the opportune time to 

provide some significant service to the people around you? 
 
 
 
 
38. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:14a, 36–47 
39. Peter ended his Pentecost sermon with “God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 

whom you crucified.” What did Peter tell the people when they then asked, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
 
 
 
 
Peter’s answer exemplifies Spirit-powered preaching that calls on people to do what they are unable 

to do by themselves (see 1 Corinthians 2:14 and 12:3). But when the Good News of Jesus is proclaimed 
as Peter did, the call to repent and be baptized becomes part of the dynamic by which the Spirit works His 
miracle of faith and regeneration.  

40. God’s Word is power to make things happen. What is our responsibility in this process? 
 
 
 
 
41. What would those who accepted Peter’s call to repentance and faith be acknowledging about 

Jesus in being baptized in His name? The Greek word for sin here is hamartia, which means “missing the 
mark.” What basic sin, what “missing the mark,” would these Jews be confessing about Jesus in repenting 
and being baptized? (See John 3:16–18 and 8:24.) 
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42. Three thousand believed and were immediately baptized. Why were they not given more 
instruction in the Gospel before being baptized? 

 
 
 
 
43. For what did Peter’s inspired words “The promise is for you and for your children and for all 

who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself” prepare the way? What assurance 
comes to us today through these words of Peter? What guidance? 

 
 
 
 
44. That day of Pentecost was the birthday of the Christian Church. What was immediately at the 

center of the life of this congregation? How did God continue to show His presence and approval?  
 
 
 
 
45. How did the new Christians act in love to provide for the needy in their midst? Why didn’t they 

continue this communal approach to living indefinitely? What qualities do you think they displayed that 
gave them favor with all the people? 

 
 
 
 
46. What Pentecost truth is underscored by “the Lord added to their number day by day those who 

were being saved”? 
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Lesson 4 

Proper 4 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 7:1–10 

Coming into Capernaum, His “headquarters,” Jesus was met by the town’s elders with a request on 
behalf of a centurion. This man, probably a former officer in the Roman army, served Herod Agrippa, 
tetrarch of the area, as the officer in charge of the detail of soldiers in Capernaum. He had become a God-
fearer, a proselyte of the gate. He had adopted the Jewish faith in principle and followed the general rules 
of morality called “the seven laws of Noah,” but he had not accepted circumcision and the ceremonial 
laws. He had become deeply involved with the Capernaum community and had financed the building of a 
synagogue. That he was a man of deep spiritual qualities may be seen in his concern for his doulos, his 
slave. In the story, he affectionately refers to the slave as his pais, his “child” (v. 7; “servant” in ESV). 
The Jewish leaders praised him as they sought Jesus’ help for him. 

47. How did the elders’ attitude toward the centurion contrast with the centurion’s own attitude 
toward himself in relation to Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
The centurion was aware that Jewish law forbade a Jew to enter the house of a Gentile, so he 

thoughtfully shielded Jesus from having to decide about this. 
48. What was the centurion saying in comparing Jesus’ authority with his own? What impact would 

Jesus’ way of praising the centurion’s faith have on the crowd? 
 
 
 
 
49. What was the end result of the centurion’s faithful approach to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
50. What does this incident in Jesus’ ministry say to us for our own faith and life? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 8:22–24, 27–29, 41–43 
This lesson leads us to consider portions of Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the beautiful 

temple he had been privileged to build in Jerusalem as a house for the Lord. 
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51. What did Solomon’s first words of praise emphasize about the Lord? 
 
 

 
52. What had been the Lord’s promise regarding the building of the temple? (See 2 Samuel 7:1–17.) 

How did His promise go beyond just building the temple? 
 
 
 
 
53. What did Solomon acknowledge about God and the temple he had built to be God’s house?  
 
 

 
54. To what promise did Solomon hold God in his prayer? (See Deuteronomy 12:4–14.) 
 
 

 
The name of the Lord represents His person and authority. In the view of that day, to know and be 

able to say the Lord’s name—which God Himself had revealed in His covenant with the patriarchs and 
with Moses—meant that you enjoyed a position of privilege and influence with Him. For God to put His 
name on a place was a promise to be there for His people, to proclaim His Word, to reveal His will, to 
hear their prayers, and to forgive them. 

55. When did God put His name on our churches with the same authority and promise? 
 
 
 
 
56. What was behind the idea that a person who cannot be at the temple in person should face 

toward the temple when praying? Would it be helpful for us to face toward our church when we pray, 
wherever we are? 

 
 
 
 
The Jews did not actively reach out to proselytize among the Gentiles, but they did welcome 

foreigners who became interested in Judaism on their own. Such foreigners were considered “proselytes 
of the gate,” or God-fearers, like the centurion of Capernaum, and were part of the synagogue community. 
Herod’s temple included a large outer court, called the Court of the Gentiles, into which God-fearers were 
allowed to enter. Those God-fearers who were ready to become proselytes of righteousness, who were 
circumcised and became “Jews,” were accepted fully into Judaism’s family of faith.  

57. Why would a foreigner come to the temple in Jerusalem to pray? What does it say about 
Solomon’s view of God that he would ask the Lord to hear the prayer of a foreigner who prayed at the 
temple? 
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58. When did the thrust of God’s kingdom change from exclusiveness and acceptance of only a few 
exceptions to active outreach to and inclusion of all nations? 

 
 
 
 
59. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 1:1–12 
We may know something and agree with it intellectually and still have difficulty accepting it 

emotionally. This was experienced by the first Christians as the Church moved out into the Greek world 
and began to include Gentiles. These first Christians were Jews who believed and confessed Jesus as their 
promised Messiah. They knew, agreed with, and rejoiced in the truth that Jesus is Lord of all. They had 
the evidence of the Pentecost gift of languages. They had blessed Philip’s work among the Samaritans. 
They knew about the conversion of the Ethiopian official and of the Holy Spirit falling on Cornelius and 
his Roman friends. But then came active outreach to Gentiles in Antioch in Syria—and Paul and 
Barnabas were intentionally sent out to bring the Gospel to the Greek world. As the number of Gentiles in 
the Church increased, some Jewish Christians had second thoughts. 

In The Word of the Lord Grows, Martin Franzmann points out that Paul, through his Gospel, “threw 
the doors of the new temple of God wide open to all, to Jew, to proselyte, to Gentile, and gave all men 
direct access to God, in Christ and simply by faith. . . . As a result, there came into the church large 
numbers of Gentiles, without circumcision, without submitting to the customs of Moses, not by way of 
Judaism, not as Jewish proselytes, but directly” (p. 49). This disturbed some of the Jewish Christians who 
valued the traditions of the covenant and wanted them continued and applied to Gentile converts. Some 
even maintained that circumcision was necessary for salvation (Acts 15:1). An apostolic council in 
Jerusalem debated the issue. It was determined that a yoke of legal demands should not be placed on 
Gentiles because “we believe we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will” 
(Acts 15:11). This Spirit-guided decision was published throughout the Church, yet some continued to 
press for circumcision and the ceremonial laws. Some even took it on themselves to go to Paul’s Gentile 
congregations with “official teaching from Jerusalem” that held that circumcision and obedience to 
ceremonial laws were needed to complete their life in Christ. 

In his Letter to the Galatians, Paul defended his apostleship and the Gospel he proclaimed. He did 
not soften his argument to please his opponents, but wrote, “In Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love” (Galatians 5:6). 

Galatians is called “Luther’s Book” because Luther turned to it so frequently in his work of 
returning the Church’s teaching to a true Gospel base when it had been deformed into a works-
righteousness religion. It is often called “The Magna Carta of Evangelical Christianity” because of its 
emphasis on Christian freedom. 

60. Why did Paul make such a point of his being an apostle sent “not from men nor through man, 
but through Jesus Christ”? 
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61. “Grace” and “peace” were common greetings in letters of that day. How did Paul amplify and 
deepen their meaning in his words of greeting? 

 
 
 
 
Paul usually began his letters to the churches with some commendations of the good things that were 

happening among them in that place. Here he jumped right into the problem at hand. 
62. What was the “different gospel” that wasn’t Gospel at all, but a perversion of the Gospel of 

Christ? Why had the Galatians found this “different gospel” plausible? Why is religious legalism so 
natural and so appealing to people? In what ways may we be tempted to adopt a similar “Jesus plus” 
attitude? 

 
 
 
 
63. Why was Paul so worked up about this issue that he was ready to say twice that the false 

teachers should go to hell? 
 
 
 
 
64. What had Paul’s adversaries evidently suggested about him and his approach to the Gospel? 

How did Paul’s questions insist that he was not a people pleaser but a faithful slave (doulos) of Christ? 
 
 
 
 
65. At what point must we stop trying to please people if we want to be faithful slaves of Christ? 
 
 
 
 
66. Why did Paul insist that he had not learned his Gospel from the other apostles but from Jesus 

Christ Himself? 
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Lesson 5 

Proper 5 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 7:11–17 

The Gospels tell of Jesus’ miraculous raising of three people from the dead. This young man at Nain 
is one. The others are Jairus’s daughter in Capernaum and Lazarus in Bethany, after Lazarus was in the 
tomb for four days. Nain, where this miracle took place, was a village on a hillside to the southeast of 
Capernaum and the Sea of Galilee. 

A large crowd followed Jesus from Capernaum, where, in response to the man’s great faith, Jesus 
had healed the slave of a Roman centurion, a God-fearer in Capernaum’s synagogue. The people were 
anxious to see more miracles done by Jesus. As they approached Nain, they met another large crowd 
coming out of the town in a funeral procession. 

67. What was God’s purpose in the “accidental” meeting of these two large crowds? 
 
 
 
 
Note the pathos in Luke’s description of the scene. The woman had buried her husband, and now 

death had taken her only son. In this, both her emotional and her material support had been stripped away. 
Her sorrow and her desperate need immediately stirred deep compassion in Jesus. Was He thinking of the 
sorrow and need His own mother would experience at the time of His death? (See Luke 2:35.) 

Luke referred to Jesus as “the Lord,” a designation that was common in the Early Church. The 
Greek Kurios was used for Yahweh in the Septuagint, the translation of the Old Testament’s Hebrew into 
Greek. Applying this word to Jesus acknowledged Him as ruler of all and declared Him to be Yahweh in 
action—the initiator and the fulfiller of the covenant of grace and blessing with Israel. 

Jesus’ compassion for this widow moved Him to decisive action. Note the four steps in His acting to 
turn her sorrow into joy: He said, ___; He touched ___; He said, ___; and He ___. Jesus does not give a 
command like “Do not weep” without supplying the reason why the command can be obeyed (compare 
John 14:1–3). The bier was probably something like a stretcher on which the wrapped body of the young 
man was being carried out of the town to be placed in a tomb. Jesus’ command to the dead man was 
specific and direct, and the dead man’s response was immediate. 

68. What does Luke’s “Jesus gave him to his mother” suggest as his motive for calling this dead 
young man back to life? 

 
 
 
 
69. What was the crowds’ immediate reaction to the miracle? How did they interpret the 

significance of this incident? 
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Since this miracle took place in Galilee, during Jesus’ yearlong ministry there, “the land of the 
Jews” (v. 17) is probably a better interpretation of Ioudaia than “Judea.” But the point that Luke was 
making is that Jesus and His miraculous power to heal was the subject of a lot of conversations 
throughout that area—which is understandable. 

 
The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 17:17–24 

During the three-year drought that he had called for in the Lord’s name, Elijah lived in the home of a 
widow in Zarephath of Sidon, on the coast of what is Lebanon today. The Lord sustained Elijah and the 
widow and her son when “the jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty” (v. 16), 
as the Lord had promised. Then the worst tragedy the widow woman could imagine struck her household: 
her son became ill, his condition steadily worsened, and he died.  

70. What was her reaction to this tragedy? How did Elijah show his great faith in God’s overriding 
mercy? 

 
 
 
 
In translating “He stretched himself upon the child,” the scholars who translated the Old 

Testament’s Hebrew into Greek rendered it as “He breathed into the child.” They interpreted Elijah’s 
action as reflecting God’s giving life to man by breathing the breath of life into him in the Genesis 2 
creation account. Elijah did this three times. Like the number seven, the number three is used in Scripture 
to denote something that is sufficient or complete (see 2 Corinthians 12:7–8). 

71. What was God’s purpose in allowing this tragic illness and death and then in hearing Elijah’s 
prayer and restoring the boy’s life? 

 
 
 
 
72. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 1:11–24 
Paul expressed his surprise that the Galatians had forsaken the Gospel he proclaimed to them and 

had adopted what he called “a different gospel”—adding “not that there is another one” (vv. 6–7). Paul 
was counteracting the legalistic Judaizers, Jewish Christians who had come to them claiming that the 
“official teaching from Jerusalem” was that circumcision and obedience to ceremonial laws were essential 
if Gentiles wanted to be complete in their life in Christ. 

While among them, Paul had proclaimed, “You are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you 
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise” (Galatians 3:26–29, emphasis added). To validate 
that Good News, Paul had to establish the validity of his apostleship, which was questioned by those who 
opposed his approach to the Gentiles. 
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73. What did Paul point to as evidence that the Gospel he preached was not something he had come 
to just through his own theological thought or that of others? 

 
 
 
 
74. Why did Paul point his readers to his former life of zeal for Judaism and its traditions? 
 
 
 
 
Note the three divine actions that Paul cites as God’s way of reaching out to him to claim him for 

His own as an apostle of Jesus Christ: ___, ___, ___. 
Paul said, “[God] . . . set me apart before I was born.” The Greek is aphorisas and is a play on words 

with his former title as a Pharisee, which was derived from aphorismenos, meaning “the separated ones.” 
As a Pharisee, Paul had separated himself out of zeal for the Law and its traditions, but God’s intention 
for Paul from his mother’s womb was to set him apart for His own purposes, the preaching of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

Paul said, “[God] called me by His grace.” For one who had previously relied so heavily on his own 
works, to credit everything to God’s grace alone highlights the fullness of that grace to all people, who 
merit nothing but eternal punishment. 

Paul said, “[God] was pleased to reveal His Son to me.” The revelation of Jesus Christ as his Savior 
and Lord directly to Saul the persecutor touched the depth of his spirit forever.  

75. What did Paul say was God’s intention for him in reaching out to him? 
 
 

 
76. How have you been the recipient of God’s three gracious actions toward Paul in your own life as 

a Christian? How is God’s intention for you the same as His intention for Paul? How is it different? 
 
 
 
 
77. What was Paul establishing by pointing out that he spent three years in solitude in Arabia before 

going to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter? 
 
 
 
 
Paul wrote, “Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.” Cilicia was the area in which Tarsus, 

Paul’s hometown, was located. It is reckoned that Paul spent eight years there, waiting and growing, 
before being contacted by Barnabas and becoming one of the teachers in the congregation at Antioch in 
Syria. 

78. What do you think occupied Paul during those years in Arabia and Cilicia? Why do you think 
there was such a lengthy delay before Paul was put to work carrying out God’s intentions for him as an 
apostle to the Gentiles? 

 
 
 



 

Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

25 

Paul stressed that his authorization as an apostle came neither from Jerusalem nor from the churches 
of Judea, but directly from Christ according to God’s plan for him. 

79. Would we accept the same argument from a minister today? How do we validate a minister’s 
call and teaching in today’s Church? 
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Lesson 6 

Proper 6 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 7:36–8:3 

It is striking that it is a Pharisee who invited Jesus to dine at his home, because the Pharisees 
generally opposed Jesus.  

80. What might have been Simon’s motive in having Jesus come to dinner? What shows that it was 
not a friendly invitation intended to honor Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
“He was reclining at table.” For formal occasions, the Jews adopted the Roman custom of eating 

while lying on couches, leaning on the left elbow, with legs extended away from the low table. Also, such 
parties were held in open settings where the uninvited public could watch. 

A woman known by all as one who lived a sinful life approached Jesus. Some think this was Mary 
Magdalene, but there is no real evidence for this.  

81. How did the woman’s actions show deep humility, faith, and hope? 
 
 
 
 
82. As we learned in the last session, the title Pharisee is derived from aphorismenos, meaning “the 

separated ones.” How was Simon’s attitude typical of the Pharisees? 
 
 
 
 
83. What does this account teach us about Jesus’ attitude toward sinners? What does it do for us to 

know God’s unconditional love in Christ? How must knowing that God’s love in Christ is unconditional 
affect our attitude toward other people? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus’ little story teaches us about God’s grace and the responsive love it generates. The Greek for 

“he canceled” is echarisato. Charis is “grace,” so this says the creditor “graced” the two debtors—just as 
God graces us in Christ. Simon could not avoid the point in answering Jesus’ question—and neither can 
we. 

84. What is the only proper response to God’s gracious love?  
 
 



 

Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

27 

85. How did Jesus contrast the woman’s display of love with Simon’s lovelessness? What was at the 
heart of their difference in attitude toward Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
86. What did Jesus point to as the basis of the woman’s having been saved? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ “her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much” does not suggest that her sins 

were forgiven because of her lavish display of love. Rather, her faith and hope was that they would be 
forgiven by Jesus, and she evidenced that through her lavish display of love. There’s Good News in this 
for you! If earlier in this study you put your name down as one “who lived a sinful life,” as you look to 
Jesus, you may put your name also here: “___, your sins are forgiven. ___, your faith has saved you. Go 
in peace.” 

Luke’s telling about the sinful woman led him to tell about the women who traveled in the company 
of Jesus and His disciples. Some of them were wealthy and helped to meet the group’s needs. Others, like 
Mary Magdalene, were there because they had been dramatically rescued from sinful lives. That she is 
mentioned by name right after the account of the dinner at Simon’s house discourages the idea that she 
was that sinful woman. 

 
The Old Testament Lesson: 2 Samuel 11:26–12:10, 13–14 

King David sent his army out against the Ammonites, but he stayed in Jerusalem. Restless, he 
walked in the palace roof garden, and in a neighboring house, he saw a beautiful woman bathing. David 
desired her, and though she was the wife of one of his army officers, Uriah the Hittite, he sent for her and 
slept with her. Then David learned that Bathsheba was pregnant with his baby. To cover his wrongdoing, 
David ordered that Uriah be sent home. After receiving Uriah’s report, David said, “Go down to your 
house” (11:8). But because his troops were in the field, Uriah would not allow himself to enjoy the 
comfort of home and wife. Instead, he slept with the king’s servants at the entrance to the palace. When 
his plan to have Uriah think that Bathsheba’s child was his own was unsuccessful, David took more 
decisive steps. He ordered Joab, his general, to place Uriah at the hottest point of the next battle and to 
withdraw from him, leaving him exposed to the enemy. Thus David compounded his sin of adultery with 
the sin of murder. With Uriah out of the way, David took Bathsheba as his wife, thinking all was well. 
But today’s Old Testament Lesson shows how the Lord dealt with David and his sin through His prophet 
Nathan.  

87. How did Nathan’s story lead David to judge and condemn himself? What was to be the lasting 
judgment against David and his house for his murder of Uriah?  

 
 
 
 
88. How did this judgment come true in David’s experience with his son Absalom? (See 2 Samuel 

15:1–12.) 
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Back when God chose young David to be king after Saul, the prophet Samuel called David “a man 
after [the LORD’s] own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14). Yet David was capable of gross sins when he chose to 
go his own way. 

89. What redeeming quality did David show when Nathan confronted him with his sin? (See 1 John 
1:8–9; Psalm 51.) 

 
 
 
 
90. What does it say to us that a man of David’s stature could fall into gross sins? (See 1 Corinthians 

10:11–12.) 
 
 
 
 
91. What does it say to us that Nathan could tell a repentant David, “The LORD also has put away 

your sin; you shall not die”? 
 
 
 
 
92. What does the subsequent death of David and Bathsheba’s infant son say to us about the 

consequences of sin? 
 
 
 
 
93. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 2:15–21; 3:10–14 
In the first part of this chapter, Paul wrote of going with Barnabas to Jerusalem to set the Gospel 

they had been preaching among the Gentiles before James, Peter, and John. They were given approval 
and were encouraged in their mission. Then Paul told about having to confront Peter in Antioch when 
Peter vacillated and compromised the principle of freedom under the Gospel. Peter had helped establish 
that principle regarding Gentile Christians at the apostolic council in Jerusalem—that they were to be 
accepted into full fellowship on the basis of faith and Baptism. Circumcision and obedience to the 
ceremonial laws were not to be required of them. Peter at first had entered fully into fellowship with the 
Gentile Christians, eating and interacting with them. But when some Jewish Christians came from 
Jerusalem, Peter drew back from such contact. Paul opposed Peter to his face about his hypocrisy: “If 
you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like 
Jews?” (2:14). 

Paul was not just concerned about avoiding hurting the feelings of the Gentile Christians. He 
steadfastly resisted every attempt to impose a legalistic “Jesus plus” approach to the faith. Salvation is 
through faith in Jesus, not through faith in Jesus plus obedience to laws. Paul saw that the whole saving 
thrust of the Gospel was at stake. 
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In today’s lesson, Paul quoted and expanded on what he told Peter and the others who were 
withdrawing from contact with the Gentile Christians. His words gave the Galatians—and us—a 
summary of the difference between trusting obedience to laws and trusting the Gospel of Jesus and living 
in the freedom it provides. It helps to think in terms of law mode and faith mode for these contrasting 
ways of coming to and living with God. Paul insisted that the faith mode, which they had adopted in 
Christ, requires a complete break with the law mode. Paul put it this way: “We also have ___, in order to 
be ___ and not by ___, because by ___ no one will be ___.” 

94. What if, trusting that we are justified by faith, we are found to be sinners? What if, in order to be 
sure, we require that in our discipleship, we must reach a certain level of obedience to rules and 
regulations? 

 
 
 
 
The law mode is incapable of making us right with God. Its emphasis on outward performance ends 

up just building a practitioner’s pride; its revealing of our failing to be perfectly and properly consistent 
with the law ends up leading to despair. Only the faith mode, receiving righteousness as God’s gift of 
grace through faith in Christ, gives us assurance and motivates us to love God and freely live for God. 
The two cannot be held in any combination. To the extent that a person trusts in what he is doing in a law 
mode, he is not trusting fully in a faith mode what Christ has done once for all—and he diminishes its 
impact on his life. 

95. What does it mean to be “crucified with Christ”? What are we implying about the death of Christ 
if we cling to the law mode? What is the result in our daily living of having Christ live in us? 

 
 
 
 
96. Why are all who rely on works of the Law under a curse? When did Christ redeem us from the 

curse of the Law by becoming a curse for us? 
 
 
 
 
97. What is the blessing of Abraham that has come to the Gentiles? (See 3:6–9.) 
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Lesson 7 

Proper 7 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 8:26–39 

Jesus was moving toward the time when He would give the Twelve, His chosen disciples, their first 
experience as His apostles by giving them “power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases” 
and sending them out “to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal” (Luke 9:1–2). On the way to this, as 
part of their preparation for it, Luke records Jesus’ telling and explaining His parable of the sower, which 
shows the various reactions of people to the seed of the Word; His telling His disciples about the 
importance of not hiding the light, but putting it out where people can see it; His saying “My mother and 
My brothers are those who hear the Word of God and do it”; and His display of divine power in calming 
the storm on the Sea of Galilee as they sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, a region east of the sea that 
was largely populated by Gentiles. There Jesus displayed His divine power over the devil and all his 
forces of evil by healing a demon-possessed man—the subject of this Holy Gospel. 

All three synoptic Gospels record Jesus’ interaction with the demon-possessed man that is recounted 
in today’s Holy Gospel. Its narrative provides the Bible’s most detailed information regarding demonic 
possession—its reality, the reaction of demons to Jesus, and His authoritative power over the devil and 
his minions. 

Since demons were in control of the unfortunate man, we might expect that he would run away and 
hide. But he approached Jesus and loudly identified Him as “Jesus, Son of the Most High God.” 
Invariably, when Jesus confronted demon possession, the demons knew who He was and angrily admitted 
it, but they wanted Jesus to leave them alone. That’s what the Greek idiom translated “What have You to 
do with me?” was really saying: “Leave me alone! What do I have to do with You?” 

98. How did Luke explain this reaction on the part of the demon-possessed man? 
 
 
 
 
 
99. Why did Jesus ask for his name? 
 
 
 
 
100. What does it say about demon possession that with Jesus’ permission, these demons entered a 

herd of pigs? Was Jesus acting irresponsibly in allowing the demons to destroy the property of others? 
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101. What was the result in the Gerasene community of their witnessing Jesus’ display of power 
over demons? Why didn’t Jesus let the man He had healed follow Him as a disciple? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 65:1–9 
This pericope shows the Lord’s yearning for an apostate Israel. To a nation who did not ___ and did 

not ___ and was not ___, the Lord continued to say, “___.” 
102. How were the people of Israel provoking the Lord to His face? How could such apostate people 

say to the Lord, “Keep to Yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for You”? 
 
 
 
 
103. Note that “your fathers’ iniquities” are cited as having contributed to the apostasy of Israel. 

How does the description of their ancestors’ sins differ from the sins described in the preceding? What 
does this say about the progressive effect of spiritual apathy and willfulness? 

 
 
 
 
In the picture of a small amount of juice found in a cluster of grapes, the Lord gives another 

assurance that He will preserve a remnant for Himself. 
104. To what is the Lord pointing with His promises to “bring forth offspring from Jacob” and 

“from Judah possessors of My mountains” who shall possess the land and dwell in it? 
 
 
 
 
105. How does this First Lesson tie in with the Holy Gospel for today? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 3:23–4:7 
In chapter 3 of Galatians, Paul continued to establish the Gospel truth of salvation by grace through 

faith and not by obedience to laws. He quoted Old Testament Scriptures to confirm that this had been 
God’s saving plan all along, and he pointed to father Abraham himself as the classic example. In 
Galatians 3:6, he referred his readers to Genesis 15:6: “Abraham ‘believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness.’ ” He argued that God’s Law always exposes our sin, so it is evident that sinners 
will not be saved by obedience to the Law but only by faith in God’s promise of love and forgiveness. In 
the verse preceding today’s Epistle, he concluded, “The Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so 
that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.” 

The ceremonial law and its system of sacrifices provided a means by which the Old Testament 
faithful could show their faith in God’s covenant promises and appropriate them to themselves. That the 
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ceremonies and sacrifices were limited in effect is seen in the fact that they had to be repeated again and 
again. But when the Promised One came and became the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, He accomplished once for all what the laws could do only partially (see Hebrews 10:11–12). As a 
result, Paul argued, the demands of the ceremonial law are no longer pertinent. This text says, “The law 
was our guardian until Christ came.” Paul called these laws a paidagogos. In Greek society, a young boy 
was often placed under the supervision of an educated slave who became the boy’s pedagogue, his guide 
and companion who trained him in honest, moral behavior until the boy reached maturity and became 
responsible for himself. Paul was saying that these laws were such a pedagogue, serving Israel in its time 
of immaturity. But now, with God’s people reaching full spiritual maturity as the result of faith in Christ, 
the pedagogue of ceremonial laws is no longer needed. In fact, Paul was making it clear that to continue 
under such law now becomes a denial of the maturity and personal freedom and responsibility that God 
has given us under the Gospel of Jesus. 

106. What status does faith in Christ Jesus confer on us? What does our being baptized into Christ 
contribute to this? 

 
 
 
 
107. In the list of distinctions that no longer apply in life under the Gospel, which is the key one in 

Paul’s argument in Galatians? What other distinctions can you think of that have been removed by our 
oneness in Christ? 

 
 
 
 
108. What point was Paul making by saying that Christians have become Abraham’s seed and heirs 

according to the promise? 
 
 
 
 
As young children, Paul said, the Jews were “enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.” 

Stoicheia, “elementary principles,” had the idea of things lined up in order, like the alphabet. The Jews’ 
ceremonial laws lined things up in elementary “abc” terms, using earthly things like circumcision, 
abstaining from certain foods, bringing offerings of grain and wine, and sacrificing animals and birds to 
rehearse and remember the Lord’s covenant with them. Hebrews says these things could not really do 
away with sin, so they had to be repeated continually. 

“When the fullness of time had come” refers to the right chronos, the right point in history when 
God determined it was appropriate for His children to become adult sons and daughters (see 4:1–3). God 
sent His Son, the Promised One. We might ask, “Why that particular point in history?” No one can 
answer definitively; the answer is to be found only in the determinative will of God. Though there were 
many factors—in language, travel, and religious and political conditions—that made the time of Christ’s 
coming seem ideal, the Scriptures simply say, “When the fullness of time had come.” 

109. Pagan religions had stories of theophanies—gods coming into the human scene for a time. How 
do Paul’s words describe something radically more than a theophany? What is established by the phrase 
“born of woman”? What does it mean that God’s Son was “born under the law”? 
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Paul said God’s Son came to redeem those enslaved under the Law. The Greek describes “paying 
the price to set a slave free.” 

110. From what aspects of slavery under the Law has Christ freed us? (See Galatians 3:13; 5:4–6.) 
 
 
 
 
111. How did God’s Son’s placing Himself under Law as Jesus Christ buy us freedom from the 

Law? (See Romans 5:18–19.) Does Christ’s redeeming us from the Law mean that we are now free to 
disregard the great principles of God’s Law? (See Romans 6:15–18.) 

 
 
 
 
112. What are our full rights as those who have been adopted as God’s sons and daughters? 
 
 
 
 
“Because you are sons [and daughters]” emphasizes the accomplished redemption that is ours 

through faith in Christ’s once-for-all atonement. “God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts” 
emphasizes the new relationship we enjoy with God as a result of our having been brought to faith in 
Christ.  

113. What does our being able to say “Abba! Father!” mean to us? 
 
 
 
 
114. What is the lasting benefit of our being elevated from slavery to full sonship and 

daughterhood? 
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Lesson 8 

Proper 8 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 9:51–62 

When the ten northern tribes rebelled against Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, they became the Kingdom 
of Israel and made Jeroboam their king. In time, Samaria became their capital city and lent its name to the 
area and to the people who lived there. The Samaritans of Jesus’ day, who feuded with the Jews, were a 
mixed race, the result of the conquest of Israel by Assyria in 734 BC. Thousands of Israelites were 
deported and settled elsewhere, and colonists from other conquered peoples were settled in Samaria. At 
first, they lived in their own enclaves and worshiped their traditional deities. They were introduced by the 
remaining Israelites to the worship of Yahweh, but they worshiped Him in conjunction with their pagan 
religions. In time, however, their intermarriage with the Israelites produced a mixed race with strong 
leanings toward worship of Yahweh, but separate from Jerusalem.  

Judah itself was conquered and carried into exile by the Babylonians in 587 BC. After forty years, 
now under Persian rule, a remnant was allowed to return to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. Samaritans 
approached with the offer to join them in the project and were rejected because they were a mixed race. 
The mutual animosity between Samaritans and Jews had its roots already in the history of conflicts 
between the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. But it was the rejection by the returning Jews of the 
Samaritans’ offer to help, as well as the Samaritans’ building of their own temple, that hardened the 
animosity. Normal travel and trade caravans between Galilee and Judea passed through Samaria without 
much reaction, but when religious pilgrims from Galilee passed through on their way to and from the 
temple in Jerusalem, they were met with animosity. This was behind the Samaritans’ rejection of Jesus 
and His disciples, who obviously were religious pilgrims heading for Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

James and John had just witnessed His transfiguration. They now showed a fiery reaction to the 
Samaritans’ rejection of Jesus. James and John wanted Jesus to act like Elijah of old, who called down 
fire from heaven on the prophets of Baal.  

115. What are we to learn from Jesus’ response to their misdirected zeal? (See Zechariah 4:6.) 
 
 
 
 
Luke followed Jesus’ rebuke of their misdirected zeal with an account of His interaction with three 

would-be followers in which He points to the proper kinds of zeal and dedication that are needed in the 
kingdom of God. 

116. The first was an enthusiastic volunteer who was ready to follow Jesus anywhere. What was 
Jesus telling him with “the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head”? 
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117. The second wanted to be allowed to delay his discipleship until his father was dead and buried 
and his filial responsibilities were over. What was Jesus warning against with His response to this man? 

 
 
 
 
118. The third said he just wanted to say farewell to his family. In Jesus’ response, He was 

concerned about the man allowing past entanglements to interfere with his active commitment to the 
Kingdom. Why do Christians sometimes have to make a clean break with the past in order to devote 
themselves to a future of discipleship? 

 
 
 
 
Each of Jesus’ statements to these men applies as a general principle about Christian discipleship. 

They make us see that attachment to Jesus and His way calls for a detachment regarding things; that there 
is an urgency involved that does not allow delays in commitment; and that a single-minded devotion that 
resists all distraction is required.  

 
The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 19:9b–21 

Elijah, God’s prophet to the Northern Kingdom, Israel, came through the contest with the prophets 
of Baal strong in the Spirit. As God’s man of the hour, he had prayed, and God had sent fire from heaven 
to consume his sacrifice on Mount Carmel, while the prophets of Baal had not been able to awaken Baal. 
The people had cried out, “Elijah! Elijah!” Elijah means “The Lord is God!” Elijah had ordered the 
execution of the pagan prophets, and his orders had been summarily carried out. But now Elijah knew that 
Queen Jezebel’s fury had been aroused against him. She had sworn that she would see to Elijah’s death. 
And Elijah fled the scene. 

It surprises us that this man of God could be bold in one instance and fearful in the next—until we 
remember that we, too, waver and are inconstant in our faith. Sustained by God’s supply of food, Elijah 
found his way to Mount Sinai. Discouraged, he holed up in a cave. There the Lord came to him and 
asked, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” It is a question that He asks also of us at times during our lives 
of discipleship. 

Elijah complained to the Lord that he had been “very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the 
people of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with 
the sword, and I, even I only, am left,” he told the Lord, “and they seek my life, to take it away.”  

119. The Lord told him, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” How was being told to 
do that significant for Elijah? 

 
 
 
 
“The LORD passed by.” A great storm tore the mountains and broke the rock in pieces before the 

Lord, followed by an earthquake and a fire, but the Lord was not in any of them. 
Then came the sound of a low whisper. Touched by the low whisper, Elijah knew the presence of 

the Lord was with him. He wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. Again came the voice asking, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” Elijah responded with the same 
complaint. 



 

Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

36 

120. In the Lord’s interaction with Elijah, what was the point of the wind and earthquake and fire 
followed, in contrast, by a low whisper? 

 
 
 
 
121. What does it say about Elijah that he just repeated his original complaint about the people of 

Israel? 
 
 
 
 
The Lord assured Elijah that there would indeed be some changes in what had troubled him and the 

people of Israel. He would act through “the sword.” Hazael would murder his father and become king of 
Syria and devastate Israel. Jehu would be God’s instrument utterly to cut down the house of wicked, 
idolatrous King Ahab. And even Elisha the prophet would resort to violence to establish his position as 
God’s spokesman. Elijah was given this assurance, but it would be Elisha, Elijah’s successor, who would 
see these things happen. 

122. What side of the Lord’s nature do we see in these promises to Elijah and in their fulfillment?  
 
 
 
 
Finally the Lord assured Elijah that His “low whisper” had worked, for He still had seven thousand 

in Israel who had not bowed to Baal.  
123. Elisha’s call to be Elijah’s successor was simply a matter of Elijah throwing his cloak around 

him. What does it say about Elisha that he was plowing with twelve pairs of oxen? 
 
 
 
 
124. How did Elisha show his eager determination to follow Elijah and serve him as his attendant? 
 
 
 
 
125. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
Paul used Sarah, Abraham’s wife, and Hagar, Sarah’s maid who became Abraham’s concubine, as 

illustrations to contrast freedom under the Gospel with slavery under the Law (Galatians 4:21–31). 
Through Hagar, Abraham fathered Ishmael. But later Sarah was remembered and rejuvenated by the Lord 
in her old age, and she gave birth to the child of promise, Isaac. Finally, because of conflict between these 
two mothers of Abraham’s sons, Hagar and Ishmael were sent away. Ishmael was not to share in the 
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inheritance with Isaac. Paul applied the illustration to Christians: “We are not children of the slave [Law] 
but of the free woman [Gospel]” (v. 31). 

In today’s Epistle, Paul was championing Christian freedom in its responsible expression in the 
Christian life.  

126. What was the “yoke of slavery” that threatened the Christian freedom of the Galatian 
Christians? (See Galatians 5:2–6.) 

 
 
 
 
127. What important qualification did Paul add regarding Christian freedom? Why must this always 

be a necessary concern as we consider Christian freedom? 
 
 
 
 
128. What is the antidote to the poison of the sinful human nature? 
 
 
 
 
129. What did Paul mean with “If you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law”? 
 
 
 
 
Paul’s catalog of the acts of the sinful nature includes gross sins, but it also cites the everyday kinds 

of sins of which we all are guilty. 
130. How can we recognize the truth about our own sinful nature and our own sinning without 

despairing because of Paul’s “will not inherit the kingdom of God”? 
 
 
 
 
131. What did Paul mean when he said of the fruit of the Spirit that “against such things there is no 

law”? 
 
 
 
 
132. Why is crucifying the sinful nature with its passions and desires always an ongoing struggle in 

a Christian’s life? 
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Lesson 9 

Proper 9 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 10:1–20 

In the first verses of chapter 9, Luke told of Jesus’ sending out the twelve apostles. Here the number 
is expanded to seventy-two of His followers, but they were sent out with basically the same mission, the 
same orders, and the same assurances that the apostles had been given. The equivalent of this in today’s 
Church would be the members of a congregation being sent out to visit in homes in the neighborhood. 

133. What does it say that the seventy-two were sent out with the same mission, orders, and 
assurances as the apostles? Why did Jesus send His followers out two by two?  

 
 
 
 
134. Why were His followers to pray to the Lord of the harvest that the need for workers be filled? 

Why did Jesus warn them that they would go out “as lambs in the midst of wolves”? Why were they to 
take no money or provisions or extra sandals? Why were they told not to greet anyone on the road? 

 
 
 
 
The biblical shalom refers to more than just an absence of strife or turmoil; it carries the meaning of 

a state of well-being and wholeness built on being at peace with God, with one’s neighbor, with one’s 
environment, and with oneself. It is Jesus’ ultimate gift (see John 14:27). In Jesus’ name, this blessing 
was to be conferred upon and would rest upon houses where His followers were invited to enter if the 
head of the house, the one extending the invitation, was a man of peace. 

135. What would be the characteristics of a man who was not a man of peace? 
 
 
 
 
136. Why did Jesus tell His followers to stay put and not move from house to house? 
 
 
 
 
137. Jesus defined their mission: “Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has 

come near to you.’ ” How does this relate to the mission of the Church today? 
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138. In the case of a town that did not welcome them, what was the point of wiping the dust of that 
town off their feet? What awesome principle is stated in “It will be more bearable on that day for Sodom” 
than for towns that rejected His messengers? 

 
 
 
 
From the general to the specific, Jesus cited Chorazin; Bethsaida, the home of some of His disciples; 

and Capernaum, which He had made His home, for their unrepentance in spite of mighty works done in 
them. The comparison to Tyre and Sidon hit home. The Galileans knew these pagan cities on the 
Mediterranean coast because the trade route called “the Way of the Sea” swung down to pass near the Sea 
of Galilee. 

139. Jesus told His representatives, “The one who hears you hears Me, and the one who rejects you 
rejects Me.” What assurance and what responsibility are given to them and to us by Jesus’ words? 

 
 
 
 
The seventy-two returned with joy, impressed especially that even the demons had submitted to 

them in Jesus’ name. Jesus told them He had seen Satan fall like lightning from heaven (see Revelation 
12:7–9). Also, Jesus assured them that they would be safe from and have power over the spiritual forces 
of evil.  

140. How did Jesus then put the whole experience into perspective for them? What does all this 
point to as the primary mission of the Church? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 66:10–14 
Chapters 56–66 are seen by scholars as a third section of Isaiah. They deal with the restoration 

following the exile in Babylonia. Written by Isaiah of Jerusalem, whose prophetic ministry was almost 
two centuries earlier—well before Judah’s fall and the return of the remnant—it is a prophetic vision of 
what will be for Judah in God’s plan. Horace Hummel suggests in The Word Becoming Flesh: “The 
conservative most readily views the chapters as a third shift in Isaiah’s own vision, as he corrects possible 
enthusiastic misunderstandings of his own eschatological exuberance” (p. 226). 

This last chapter of Isaiah follows a beautiful poetic picture of life in the messianic community (see 
65:17–25). Sections such as this one help us see that all of Isaiah III finds its full meaning and fulfillment 
in the eschatological future. Also, this lesson must be interpreted in that light. The exultant mood of the 
new age is highlighted by the use of three different Hebrew verbs for “rejoice,” as well as by including 
the noun joy.  

141. What picture was used by Isaiah to describe the close relationship of God’s people with 
Jerusalem and their dependence on Jerusalem? 

 
 
 
142. What positive conditions did the Lord promise for the messianic community? 
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143. What did Isaiah’s words say to the people at the time of the restoration of Judah by the 
returning remnant? 

 
 
 
 
144. What does this lesson say to us as God’s Word for our day? 
 
 
 
 
145. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 6:1–10, 14–18 
Paul called for true concern for the spiritual welfare of Christian brothers and sisters, a concern 

sometimes expressed also in gentle admonition. The Greek paraptoma means “fallen by the side,” like a 
car off the road and in a ditch. It implies an obvious transgression that has tripped up and caught a fellow 
Christian.  

146. Why is the effort at restoration to be gentle? What attitude is called for with “Keep watch on 
yourself, lest you too be tempted”? 

 
 
 
 
147. What is “the law of Christ”? (See John 13:34–35.) What does fulfilling the law of Christ 

require of us? 
 
 
 
 
Foolish conceit is harmful self-deception. Here Paul is pointing out, however, that the opposite of 

conceit is not self-deprecation, but a Christian self-awareness that leads to proper Christian self-
confidence that may then be expressed in humble, un-self-conscious Christian service to others. 

148. How did Jesus display a classic example of this kind of humble, serving self-confidence? (See 
John 13:3–5.) 

 
 
 
 
149. In what sense may a Christian properly boast in himself in his service as a child of God? What 

problems are inherent in a person’s comparing himself with his neighbor? 
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150. Some of Paul’s instructions seem to be contradictory: “Bear one another’s burdens” and “Each 
will have to bear his own load.” How are both of these statements of Paul good and true in their own 
right? 

 
 
 
 
Paul said that “One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches.” 

This refers to emotional, spiritual, and physical support. 
151. What are the advantages and the disadvantages of having professional ministers and teachers in 

the Church? 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes it appears that the wicked and godless prosper while the righteous struggle and even 

suffer. Paul, however, said that God’s ultimate judgment will not be avoided. Mukteridsetai, “mocked,” 
means “turn up the nose” or “sneer” at God—and in the end, God will not tolerate that. Speire, “sows,” is 
present tense, implying a continuing lifestyle, “keeping on sowing” to please the sinful nature or “keeping 
on sowing” to please the Spirit. You can’t avoid the either/or character of Paul’s words.  

152. Why is it appropriate that our Christian love and help be directed especially to the oikeious, 
“those in the same house” with us in Christ? 

 
 
 
 
153. What does “Let us not grow weary of doing good” imply about the acts of “one who sows to 

the Spirit”? How may we renew our energy for this continuing effort? 
 
 
 
 
Verses 11–18 are closing remarks written by Paul’s own hand, which he did frequently to validate 

his letters. Note verse 11. His reference to his “large letters” has led some to think that Paul suffered from 
an eye disease that affected both his vision and his appearance. Perhaps it was his “thorn in the flesh” (see 
2 Corinthians 12:7–10; Galatians 4:15). In closing, he brought additional emphasis to his warnings 
against the “Jesus plus” teachings of the Judaizers with remarks written by his own hand, and he accused 
the Judaizers of being guilty of self-serving motives in their contending for circumcision. By contrast, he, 
Paul, would boast only in the ___. 

154. How had Jesus and His cross changed Paul’s whole outlook on life? What did Paul mean by 
“neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation”? 
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Lesson 10 

Proper 10 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 10:25–37 

The man who wanted to test Jesus was an expert in the Law of Holy Scripture—a theologian. He 
approached Jesus with a natural, logical question, as might be expected from a student of the Law. He 
knew the Law well and was hoping to get Jesus into a debate over some fine points and details. Jesus 
turned his question back to him and made it very personal by asking him to provide the answer to his 
question himself. The man did this, quoting Deuteronomy 6:4–5, the Shema, the creed of the Jews, and 
Leviticus 19:18. Jesus responded, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” The Greek is 
a present imperative and has the thrust of “Keep on doing this.” 

155. Why did Jesus’ “do this, and you will live” make the theologian so uncomfortable that he had 
to try to justify himself? In trying to justify himself, why did the man focus on the commandment about 
loving one’s neighbor? How does his question suggest that he wanted this command to be modified? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus’ story had the ring of real life. Robbery and beating of one traveling alone on the Jerusalem-

Jericho road was not unusual. In Jesus’ story, it really is incidental, setting the stage for the action and 
inaction of the principals.  

156. How did the fact that the “bad guys” were a priest and a Levite while the “good guy” was a 
Samaritan add impact for those who heard the story? 

 
 
 
 
157. If Jesus were to tell His story to us today, who might be the principals?  
 
 
 
158. Why did Jesus make the expert in the Law himself state the interpretation of the parable? 
 
 
 
159. How did Jesus’ question at the end of His story turn the consideration 180 degrees from the 

man’s question that prompted the story? What does Jesus’ keying in on a sin of omission in His story say 
to us about our lives as Christians? (See Matthew 25:34–36, 41–43.) 
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Jesus’ interaction with the expert in the Law and His familiar parable surely must make us rejoice 
that inheriting eternal life is not dependent on our performance, but is God’s gift to us (see Romans 3:19–
24). Instead of claiming credit for our good works, we are happy to give all glory to God, who has saved 
us by grace (see Ephesians 2:8–10). 

160. If our good deeds do not contribute to our salvation, why should we work at being a neighbor 
to those in need? 

 
 
 
 
161. How can we show active love to our friends and neighbors? 
 
 
 
 
162. How can we show active love to the world’s homeless and needy, whom we don’t know and 

with whom we never really come into much personal contact? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Leviticus 18:1–5; 19:9–18 
The ethical requirements and ritual commands embodied in Leviticus 17–26 have led to this section 

being called “The Holiness Code.” Kadash, the Hebrew word for “holy,” carried the meaning of being 
“different from” or “separate from.” Thus the Lord is holy: entirely different from and completely 
separate from evil. He is sometimes referred to as “The Wholly Other.” Observing the prescribed rituals 
and following the ethical and moral precepts of this holiness code would make God’s people, Israel, 
“holy”—different from the Egyptians and obviously different from the Canaanites, whose base 
immorality and heartless violence had brought down God’s total judgment on them (see Leviticus 18:24–
30). In being “holy,” the people of Israel were to be different from their pagan neighbors and to stay 
separate from them. 

163. As Moses conveyed the Lord’s will to the people, why was he repeatedly to say, “I am the 
LORD [Yahweh] your God”? 

 
 
 
 
164. How was the Lord’s concern for the poor and the sojourner to be reflected in Israel’s practices? 
 
 
 
 
 
165. Why would anyone curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind? 
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166. In what ways does showing partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great pervert justice? 
 
 
 
 
167. How are both slanderous words and careless actions destructive? 
 
 
 
 
168. How did God’s Old Testament requirements show His concern for things deeper than just 

outward behavior?  
 
 
 
 
169. What kind of attitudes and actions are called for by the command “Love your neighbor as 

yourself ” ? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Colossians 1:1–14 
A believer who been converted during Paul’s time in Ephesus, Epaphras had gone to Colossae to 

share the Gospel. What had brought Epaphras to Rome to see Paul, who was under house arrest, awaiting 
his trial in Caesar’s court, has been called “the Colossian heresy.” Some in Colossae were trying to 
syncretize the Christian faith with Greek philosophy, an effort that directly impacted the person and work 
of Christ. The heart of Greek philosophy was dualism, an understanding of the realm of spirit and the 
realm of matter that saw spirit as true reality and the material world as an imperfect, even evil reflection 
of it. In that view, God, the ultimate Spirit, would never be directly involved with matter, so creation of 
the universe and all interaction with it must have been through some subordinate emanation of the Spirit-
God. As a result, it was being taught that Jesus Christ, while unique, was not really God, but was a man 
over whom the Spirit hovered from the time of His Baptism until just before His crucifixion. Paul saw 
what this did to the Gospel. If Jesus Christ is not the Word made flesh, God with us, Son of God and Son 
of Man, then the validity of salvation in Him is doubtful. Having heard Epaphras’s report, Paul set 
himself, under the Spirit’s guidance, to return the Colossian Church to a solid Gospel base. 

Because the validity of his apostleship was still being attacked by some of his antagonists, Paul 
identified himself in most formal terms: “an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God.” As was his 
pattern in his Epistles, Paul began with some complimentary words about what he had heard about the 
Colossian Christians and with encouragement to grow in the gifts of grace they had received and were 
displaying. 

170. To what did Paul point them as the wellspring that had produced their faith in Christ Jesus and 
their love for fellow Christians? 
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171. What encouragement would the Colossian Christians receive from hearing that “the gospel . . . 
in the whole world . . . is bearing fruit and growing”? How do we receive similarly encouraging reports 
today? 

 
 
 
 
Paul told them that he was praying that God would fill them “with the knowledge of His will in all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding.” In such phrases, he was using terminology that they were hearing 
from the syncretists, but he was writing to bring “knowledge” and “spiritual wisdom and understanding” 
back under the will of God and the Gospel of Christ. 

172. What would result from being filled with the knowledge of the will of God? What does it mean 
to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him”? (See Micah 6:8; 1 John 3:16–18.) To 
what qualities of this Christian lifestyle did Paul point? 

 
 
 
 
173. What is the continuing assurance enjoyed by those who have been brought into and who live 

day by day in “the kingdom of His beloved Son”? 
 
 
 
 
The Greek word for “redemption” is apolutrōsis, which was used for the ransom paid to emancipate 

slaves—buying them back from slavery for freedom. 
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Lesson 11 

Proper 11 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 10:38–42 

Luke wrote, “Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house.” 
Bethany, a suburb of Jerusalem, was only two miles from Jerusalem, beyond the Mount of Olives. Martha 
was probably a widow, and her sister, Mary, and her brother, Lazarus, lived in her home with her. Jesus 
enjoyed a close relationship with this family and stayed with them whenever He was in the area—
probably also the nights of Holy Week. It was a family of some prominence and substance, as indicated 
by the influential people from Jerusalem who came to the sisters at the time of Lazarus’s death and were 
present to witness Jesus’ calling him from the tomb. In this pericope, Luke mentioned only Martha and 
Mary because they were the principals in the incident he was including here as a follow-up to Jesus’ 
parable of the Good Samaritan.  

Mary “sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to His teaching.” This was the typical attitude of a student. 
Jesus was seated cross-legged on a low, cushioned divan along the wall, and Mary sat cross-legged on the 
floor before Him, eager to hear and learn. There is no indication that others were present, but there might 
have been. We are called to give this kind of full attention as we learn from Jesus, our teacher. 

Luke refers to Jesus as “the Lord”—and does so throughout his Gospel. Kurios, “LORD,” had been 
used in the Septuagint, the Old Testament in Greek, for Yahweh, the “I AM,” the name God used in 
making His covenant of grace and blessing with the patriarchs and with Israel. As Christians applied the 
title to Jesus, they were asserting that He was the covenant Lord acting to fulfill the covenant. John’s 
Gospel tells us of times when Jesus pointedly applied the “I AM” to Himself. By the time of Luke’s 
writing, Kurios was in common usage in the Church and was, perhaps, used already during Jesus’ 
ministry. 

Martha bustled about, preparing the meal at which she would host Jesus. She was distracted with 
much serving, with her attention and concern scattered first here, then there. She resented Mary’s just 
sitting there and not helping. Finally, she went to Jesus and asked Him to tell Mary to help her. The Greek 
says she wanted Mary “to take hold at her end together with me.” 

174. How would we state this in today’s idiom? 
 
 
 
 
175. Was Martha’s complaint a reasonable one? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ double “Martha, Martha” expressed His love in a pointed, intense way (see Luke 13:34). He 

told her she was “anxious and troubled about many things.” The Greek words are very expressive. The 
word for anxious at its root means “part”; Martha had too many “parts” cluttering her mind. The word for 
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troubled literally means “tossed about.” Mary, on the other hand, had chosen the “good portion” to focus 
on. 

176. What was Jesus teaching Martha with His loving rebuke and correction? 
 
 
 
 
177. How does this little incident at Bethany provide a helpful consideration to balance the lesson 

taught by Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan? 
 
 
 
 

 
The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 18:1–14 

The covenant the Lord made with Abram is recorded in Genesis 12:1–3. It called on Abram to leave 
his roots in Haran and follow where the Lord would lead. It included the promise of a land, a seed, and a 
blessing. Verse 4 records Abram’s response of faith: “So Abram went, as the LORD had told him.”  

Living in Canaan, Abram enjoyed the blessing of God. He became a prosperous and influential 
nomadic sheik. But the seed, the offspring through whom the true blessing would come and reach out to 
“all the families of the earth” (v. 3), had not been given him. As they grew older and Sarah moved beyond 
the years of childbearing, they took matters into their own hands. Sarah gave Abram her maid, Hagar, as 
his concubine. He fathered a son, Ishmael, but this immediately brought discord between Sarah and 
Hagar. The Lord let Abram know that Ishmael was not the promised seed. He appeared to Abram, 
renewed the covenant, changed his name from Abram, “Exalted Father,” to Abraham, “Father of Many,” 
and changed Sarai’s name to Sarah, “Princess.” The Lord commanded the circumcision of all males in the 
household as a sign of the covenant and assured Abraham that the promised son would be born of his 
wife, Sarah. 

Today’s lesson tells of the Lord’s coming to Abraham in human form with angel attendants—
visitors who approached his tent. We cannot say whether Abraham immediately recognized the Lord or, 
in welcoming them, was just practicing Oriental hospitality. Preparing the generous meal does seem to go 
beyond ordinary courtesy.  

178. How did the visitor really get Abraham’s attention and reveal that He was indeed the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
179. What very pointed promise did He give Abraham? 
 
 
 
 
180. The Lord’s covenant promises to Abraham were not easy to believe. How does He deal with us 

in similar ways with His promises to us? 
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181. How does this lesson tie in with the Holy Gospel for today? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Colossians 1:21–29 
In the preceding verses, Paul had given a majestic description of the essential nature of the 

“[Father’s] beloved Son.” First, he established the supremacy of Christ as “the image [eikōn] of the 
invisible God, the firstborn [prōtotokos] of all creation” (v. 15). Eikon speaks of derivation—the Son is 
the very image of the invisible God, the full representation of His Father, not just an illustration or 
depiction of what the Father is like. Prōtotokos, “firstborn,” distinguishes the Father’s beloved Son from 
all creation and exalts Him above all creation as its Creator (see Hebrews 1:1–3). 

Then Paul had moved to establishing Christ’s deity and supremacy in terms of the redemption of 
sinful humanity. “In Him,” Paul wrote, “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to 
reconcile to Himself all things, . . . making peace by the blood of His cross” (vv. 19–20). 

Paul used the concept of reconciliation to describe God’s purposes in Christ. Reconciliation usually 
involves two parties, each participating and each changing. Indeed, “change” is the root meaning of the 
Greek word translated “reconcile.” But God reconciling all things to Himself—the change in Him and the 
changes in us—is purely an act of His grace, initiated and effectuated entirely from His side. Think of it 
this way: through Christ’s atonement for sin, God graciously removed all obstacles to His living with 
sinful man, and through Christ’s atonement for sin, God opened the way for sinners to live new lives with 
God in faith and hope and love. All of it is by His making peace by the blood of the cross. 

Both thrusts of reconciliation are in play as Paul applies them to the Colossian Christians in today’s 
lesson. Paul tells them again what Jesus, the Father’s beloved Son, has done for them and what it means 
to them: “You, who once were ___ and ___, doing ___, He now has ___ in His ___ by His ___, in order 
to present you ___ and above___ before Him.” 

182. When we know we sinners are reconciled by Christ, what changes in our understanding and 
attitude toward ourselves? toward God? toward other people? What important “if” did Paul add here? 

 
 
 
 
183. What did Paul mean by “I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions”? Why is it that 

such attendant afflictions become part of the experience of the Church and its leaders? (See John 15:18–
21.) What is Jesus’ purpose in allowing His representatives to suffer in this way? 

 
 
 
 
Paul was an apostle and leader of the Church, but he saw himself as a servant of the Church—given 

a stewardship from God for the benefit of God’s people. The Greek word for “stewardship” has to do with 
a management responsibility over a household or a business conferred by its owner. 

184. What was Paul’s responsibility as steward of God’s household? What is the mystery hidden for 
ages and generations that was being revealed to the saints through the ministry of Paul? What was to be 
the result of Paul’s proclaiming Christ, warning everyone, and teaching everyone with all wisdom? 
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185. Who has been given stewardship from God here at our church? What is his responsibility as 
God’s steward? What is to be the result of his stewardship? What part do you play in this? 
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Lesson 12 

Proper 12 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 11:1–13 

Luke recorded a shortened form of Jesus’ model prayer, which we call the Lord’s Prayer. Some 
manuscripts of Luke have the complete form that we are accustomed to, but the oldest manuscripts have 
this shorter form, so most scholars feel that copyists later “corrected” the text by adding the phrases to 
make it compatible with what had become the usage of the Church. Jesus probably taught His followers to 
pray at various times and used various wordings. 

186. Jesus’ prayer is only thirty-eight words in the Greek text and only thirty-six words in the ESV. 
What does this say to us about praying? 

 
 
 
 
 
187. Many religions, including Judaism, refer to God as “Father” in terms of His being the Creator 

and Preserver of life. What dimension did Jesus add by telling His disciples to call God “Father” as they 
prayed to Him? 

 
 
 
 
The first two petitions in Luke’s account are essentially the same as in Matthew’s (6:9–13) and, in 

effect, incorporate the thrust also of the “missing” third petition. The petition for daily bread is the same 
except that its verb is in the present tense, implying continuing action—reflected in the ESV’s “each day.” 
Also, the petition about forgiving is in present tense, saying, in effect, “as we also keep on forgiving 
everyone who is indebted to us.” 

188. Why is it essential that we learn to forgive others in our daily lives? (See Matthew 5:23–24; 
6:14–15.) How may we learn to be forgiving toward those we feel have wronged us? (See Romans 12:14–
21.)  

 
 
 
 
 
What we know as the seventh petition, “Deliver us from evil,” is not included in this shorter form, 

but we find its spiritual thrust within the sixth petition. 
To encourage persistent, confident prayer, Jesus urged us to Ask, Seek, and Knock. Our English 

words combine to encourage us to ASK. All are in present tense in the Greek and suggest that we keep on 
asking, keep on seeking, and keep on knocking whenever we are in need. 
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189. What was Jesus teaching through His illustration about the man going at midnight to borrow 
bread from his neighbor? Why in the world do we need such encouragement to use so great a privilege? 

 
 
 
 
 
190. Our heavenly Father will hear and answer our prayers in the manner and at the time He knows 

to be best. How do Jesus’ words about earthly fathers knowing how to give good gifts to their children 
encourage us to trust the heavenly Father’s loving judgment? 

 
 
 
 
191. Why does the Father want to give us the Holy Spirit more than anything else? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 18:17–33 
Last Sunday’s Old Testament Lesson told of Abraham’s hosting three visitors, one of whom was the 

Lord Himself. The Lord gave Abraham specific assurance that within a year, Sarah, in her old age, would 
give birth to the promised son. In leaving Abraham, the men looked down toward Sodom, and the Lord 
decided to reveal to Abraham His intention to judge Sodom and Gomorrah for their wickedness. 

192. Why was Abraham especially interested in the fate of Sodom? 
 
 
 
 
Sodom and Gomorrah were eighteen miles to the east of Hebron in the southern part of the Jordan 

Depression. With their sister cities, Adman, Zeboiim, and Zoar, they were called “The Cities of the 
Plain.” Today this area south of the Dead Sea is barren desert. At that time it evidently offered conditions 
favorable enough to make the cities rich and powerful (see Genesis 13:10–12). The pagan culture of these 
cities combined with their prosperity to produce a moral decadence that showed itself in sexual 
perversions and in callous inhumanity.  

193. How does the name Sodom come down to us today? 
 
 
 
 
194. What was Abraham’s primary concern as he interceded for the righteous who might be found 

in Sodom? Does God delay or temper His judgment of the wicked for the sake of those who belong to 
Him? (See Mark 13:19–20.) What does it say about Sodom that not even ten righteous people were there? 
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195. Should every natural calamity be seen as God’s judgment on a sinful world? 
 
 
 
 
Paul’s definitive analysis of situations and circumstances that bring God’s judgment is “Do not be 

deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). 
196. What is the worst judgment God can impose on a decadent society? (See Romans 1:18–32.) 
 
 
 
 
197. What can we Christians do when we see our society sinking deeper and deeper into godlessness 

and moral decadence? 
 
 
 
 
198. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Colossians 2:6–19 
In this section, Paul moves to the major purpose of his writing: warning the Colossian Christians 

against false teachers and their misleading philosophies. 
199. Paul urged the Colossian Christians to continue to live in Christ. How could they continue to be 

“rooted and built up in Him”? What would be the result for them in their daily living? 
 
 
 
 
200. Who had brought the Good News to the Colossians? (See 1:7.) What did Paul’s writing as he 

did here say about his opinion of Epaphras and his teaching? 
 
 
 
 
The Greek Blepete me is stronger than just “see to it.” It says, “Beware, lest . . . .” Here Paul used 

“philosophy” to mean a general way of thinking. He warned the Colossian Christians that they were in 
danger of being led off as captives by a way of thinking that was “___, according to ___, according to the 
___, and not according to ___.”  

Paul’s reference to circumcision leads us to us think that Judaizers were active among the Colossian 
Christians with their Old Testament legalism, but that they combined it somehow with the dualism of 
Greek philosophy. It was another form of the “Jesus plus” theology that he combated elsewhere. To 
counter this, Paul pointed the Colossian Christians again to the full Gospel as that which produces full life 
with God. 
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201. What was Paul saying about Jesus Christ with “in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells 
bodily”? Why was Paul so insistent on the truth of this? 

 
 
 
 
202. What is the “circumcision made without hands” that Christians receive? 
 
 
 
 
The Concordia Self-Study Bible says, “In the Israelite faith, circumcision was a sign that the 

individual stood in covenant relation with God. . . . [T]he passage teaches that, for the Christian, water 
baptism is the parallel rite of the new covenant relationship” (p. 1828). 

203. What are the spiritual benefits of being buried with Christ and raised with Him in Baptism? 
How can a washing with water accomplish such great spiritual benefits? 

 
 
 
 
204. What is emphasized by “And you, who were dead in your trespasses . . . , God made alive”? 

What does it mean for us that through Christ’s death on the cross, God was “canceling the record of debt 
that stood against us with its legal demands”? (See Galatians 3:13–14; Romans 8:1–4.) When did Christ 
“[disarm] the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame”?  

 
 
 
 
205. How were the Old Testament regulations a “shadow of the things to come”? Why do they no 

longer apply to Christians? What is the result when a person puts his faith in a “Jesus plus” religion of 
rituals and angels and the idle notions of direct revelations? 

 
 
 
 
206. What hollow, deceptive philosophies that depend on human tradition and the basic principles of 

this world threaten to take us Christians captive today? 
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Lesson 13 

Proper 13 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:13–21 

Luke wrote, “Someone in the crowd said to Him . . . .” Who this was is not important. Jesus did not 
respond to his request. Jesus knew it was not His to deal with, for Jewish society had its system to 
adjudicate such civil disputes. Besides, the man had not asked for a judgment of right or wrong, but had 
just said, “Tell my brother . . . .” Jesus keyed in on the man’s attitude and warned against greed, or 
covetousness. 

Jesus said, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness.” Then He said that one’s life, 
zōe, the life principle that comes from God, does not consist in the abundance of his possessions. A man 
may have much in terms of material things, but this does not give him more “life.” Nor does a man who 
has fewer things have less “life.” Jesus teaches us to value life itself as God’s gift and not let incidental 
things preoccupy our hearts. 

The man in Jesus’ parable was a very successful agribusinessman. There is no suggestion that he 
had been dishonest. He had probably worked hard to get ahead and was finally ready to enjoy the fruit of 
his labors. In our society, a prudent man uses his working years to build a pension, Social Security, an 
IRA and a TSA, and other investments—all to care for his needs in retirement years and, if that is God’s 
will, in a long-term care facility. 

207. Why did God call the rich man in the parable a fool? How can we keep from being similarly 
foolish? 

 
 
 
 
 
Greed, or covetousness, is included in the traditional listing of the seven deadly sins. 
208. How can a desire for things be deadly to a relationship with God? (See Colossians 3:5;  

1 Timothy 6:9–10.) 
 
 
 
 
209. St. Francis, who gave up everything to live a life of poverty, said that in all his years of hearing 

people’s confessions as a priest, he had never heard anyone confess the sin of covetousness. What does 
this say to us about covetousness or greed? 
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210. How does the fact that a person can easily ignore or cover up his tendency to covetousness 
make this sin all the more deadly? 

 
 
 
 
Greed is not confined to those who are rich. Also those who have very little may become 

preoccupied with their material needs. But affluence tends to give a higher and higher value to things as 
the whole standard of living rises. Things that were luxuries become necessities. Affluence becomes 
fertile soil in which a spiritually debilitating covetousness grows. 

211. How can we affluent American Christians be on guard against greed and work at being rich 
toward God? 

 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 
There is much debate about whether the Book of Ecclesiastes was written by Solomon or by 

someone else at a later time. Linguistic studies of the Hebrew of Ecclesiastes led scholars, liberal and 
conservative, to conclude that it was written after the exile, during the period when wisdom literature was 
prominent. But Horace Hummel comments in The Word Becoming Flesh: “If one is ready to concede the 
possibility of later linguistic recension [updating the Hebrew to that of a later time], little remains which 
hinders the assumption of literal Solomonic production” (p. 529). 

 “Vanity of vanities . . . vanity of vanities! All is vanity”—the Hebrew word originally meant 
“breath” and implied something only temporary. The writer stated his theme immediately: because all of 
life is as temporary as a breath, it is meaningless (apart from God). He pointed to wisdom, to pleasures, 
and, in this pericope, to work as a vanity, a striving after wind! 

212. What did the Preacher complain about regarding a man’s work that makes it a vanity? 
 
 
 
 
213. What did the Preacher see as the only viable solution to this problem of the vanity of temporary 

human life? 
 
 
 
 
214. Why cannot eating, drinking, and working bring lasting satisfaction apart from God? 
 
 
 
 
Verse 26 states a principle that is basic wisdom, but the Preacher later acknowledged that this 

principle is not without notable exceptions, so we cannot always depend on things working out as it says 
(see 8:14). 
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215. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Colossians 3:1–11 
The first two chapters of Paul’s letter provided doctrinal instruction to combat false, philosophy-

oriented, legalistic teachings that were undermining the faith of the Colossian Christians. Paul 
majestically enunciated the deity of Jesus Christ and the all-sufficiency of His redemptive work for sinful 
humanity. He ended by pointing the Colossian Christians to the folly of allowing human religious 
teachings to be imposed on them (see 2:16–23). 

Then, as was customary in his Epistles, Paul turned to application of the Gospel to Christian 
living—the Spirit-powered result of a new relationship with God through faith in Jesus. Paul’s transitional 
phrase was “If then you have been raised with Christ.” For the Colossian Christians, Paul was exhorting 
them to the joy of a life lived in Christ. 

216. What change in outlook results from our being raised with Christ? 
 
 
 
 
217. What assurance is ours since we “have died, and [our] life is hidden with Christ in God”?  
 
 
 
 
The Christian life involves a continual putting off and putting on. We are to put to death what is 

earthly in us: ___, ___, ___, ___, and ___, which is ___.  
218. What do all of these have in common in terms of attitude toward other people? In what sense is 

covetousness idolatry? 
 
 
 
 
The pagan world of Paul’s day was influenced by the philosophy of dualism, which saw the realm of 

the spirit as good and true and the material creation as less than good, illusionary, or even evil. They took 
a very permissive attitude toward immoral behavior, seeing what the body does as inconsequential—just 
as our society does. 

219. Why can’t we, as long as we continue to believe in Jesus and worship Him, just indulge our 
sinful nature’s immoral desires and greed? Aren’t they forgiven? 

 
 
 
 
Paul added another list of five things that we are to put away: ___, ___, ___, ___, and ___.  
220. How are these different in thrust from those in the first list? 
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Paul pointed up the ongoing tension in a Christian’s life between “being” and “becoming.” He 
wrote, “You have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self.” The Greek word 
used here for “new” is neon, which denotes something entirely new that did not exist before, as contrasted 
with something that is just improved or refurbished. 

221. What do these phrases emphasize about our Christian life as “being”? What is the dynamic 
involved in this “being” a Christian? (See John 3:3–6; Titus 3:4–7.) 

 
 
 
 
Paul also wrote about this new self in terms of its “being renewed in knowledge after the image of 

its Creator.” This “renewed” is a form of kainos—denoting something “new and improved” or 
“refurbished.” 

222. What does “being renewed” say to us about our Christian life as “becoming”? What is the 
dynamic involved in this “becoming” as a Christian? (See Romans 6:1–11.) 

 
 
 
 
When Christ is all, and is in all, old distinctions no longer apply. The distinctions Paul cited made 

his point very strongly for those to whom he was writing. 
223. What distinctions do you think Paul would point us to today? 
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Lesson 14 

Proper 14 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:22–40 

This is part of Luke’s record of the Sermon on the Mount. In this Holy Gospel, Jesus pointed His 
disciples to the foolishness of obsessing about material things. 

224. Jesus began with His remedy for being anxious about the things we need to live. What do the 
basic needs of food and clothing represent in Jesus’ instruction? What was He encouraging with “life is 
more than food, and the body more than clothing”? What do the birds and the flowers teach us about life? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus uses “seek” in a way that immediately lets you know He is talking about setting our hearts on 

something, pursuing it as our life’s great concern. 
225. What happens to us if our great concern in life is to “seek what [we] are to eat and what [we] 

are to drink”? What does Jesus recommend as the remedy for such materialistic seeking after “these 
things”? 

 
 
 
 
226. It is life in the Kingdom that is the Father’s priority for us. What does “it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom” emphasize about God’s kingdom and our living under His gracious 
rule? 

 
 
 
 
227. What was Jesus teaching with “Sell your possessions, and give to the needy”? How will that 

approach to life contribute to having “moneybags that do not grow old” and “treasure in the heavens that 
does not fail”?  

 
 
 
 
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” seems, at first glance, to be backward. It 

seems as if Jesus should have said, “Where your heart is, there your treasure will be”—in other words, 
you will invest in that to which your heart is committed. This is true. Acts of love that lay up treasures in 
heaven grow out of a heart that is lovingly devoted to the Lord and to His kingdom. God is never fooled 
by loveless deeds done in self-serving pride. But here Jesus lays before us some helpful psychology 
regarding Christian discipleship by saying the heart follows the investment of the treasure. He wants us to 
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know that when we, through faith in Him, have a heart for God and His will, our conscious commitment 
to the acts of love and service appropriate to our discipleship will have the effect of stimulating that heart 
for God and His will. Think of “treasure” as commitment to study of the Word, to active love, to service 
in the Church, to generous Christian giving, and so on. Jesus is saying that when we invest that 
“treasure,” our “heart,” our personal interest in the Kingdom, our love and joy and satisfaction, will 
follow and will grow. Jesus said it correctly. It’s true in the world of finances; it’s true also in our life in 
the Kingdom: interest follows investment. 

228. How have you experienced the truth of this principle in your discipleship? What investments of 
your life in the Kingdom, with their promise of “heart growth,” are waiting for your conscientious 
commitment to “treasure investment”? 

 
 
 
 
229. What was Jesus teaching by telling His followers to “Stay dressed for action and keep your 

lamps burning”?  
 
 
 
 
230. In Jesus’ little illustration, what surprise awaited the faithful servants who were ready for their 

master’s return? What does this teach us about this particular master and his household? 
 
 
 
 
“If the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his 

house to be broken into” stresses the need to be ready at all times. Jesus referred to Himself as “the Son of 
Man.” That title was messianic but not as politically loaded as “Messiah.” “Son of Man” pictures the 
Messiah as the decisive figure of history (see Daniel 7:13–14). Jesus wants us to remember that His return 
will be eternally decisive for us, and it will be without advance notice. His encouragement throughout this 
section is this: “Keep on actively serving, investing your treasure and your heart, so you will be ready for 
My return!” 

 
The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 15:1–6 

“After these things” refers back to the events described in chapter 14—Abram’s successful rescue of 
Lot and others from the Cities of the Plain, who had been carried off by attacking sheiks from the north. 
Leading “his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them” (14:14), Abram defeated the invaders and 
pursued them far to the north. “He brought back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman 
Lot with his possessions, and the women and the people” (v. 16). The king of Sodom pressed Abram to 
keep the goods he had recovered, but Abram refused: “I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most 
High, Possessor of heaven and earth, that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is 
yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’ ” (vv. 22–23).  

Out of that situation in which Abram acted with great confidence in the Lord’s protection and 
blessing and in which he witnessed to his covenant commitment, the Lord Yahweh came to him in 
another vision of revelation. 
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231. What did the Lord underscore for Abram in this vision? 
 
 
 
 
The Hebrew for shield can also be translated “Sovereign.” The meaning is somewhat the same, for 

kings were called the “shields” of their people. “Your reward shall be very great” may also be “I am your 
great reward.” 

232. What does each of these possible translations say, and how are their thoughts intimately 
related? 

 
 
 
 
 
233. What concern was uppermost in Abram’s mind? How did the Lord put Abram’s concern to 

rest? 
 
 
 
 
It is estimated that at Abram’s time, some eight thousand stars were visible to the eye on a dark 

Middle Eastern night, so the Lord’s “if you are able to number them” is appropriate. 
“He ___ the LORD, and He counted it to him as ___.” Later, Paul expounded on this statement to 

clarify God’s plan of salvation by faith alone. He pointed to Abraham as the father of all who are saved 
by believing the Lord’s covenant promise or its fulfillment in Jesus Christ (see Romans 4:1–25). 

234. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 11:1–16 
The Letter to the Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians, probably especially to the Jewish 

Christian assemblies in Rome. Official persecution of Christians was approaching. The Concordia Self-
Study Bible explains that some Jewish Christians “were minimizing their Christian characteristics and 
emphasizing their Jewish background—to conceal their Christian faith under the guise of Judaism. Such 
compromise would cause spiritual dullness and the danger of a relapse into Judaism” (p. 1874). 

The writer did not identify himself, but he evidently was well known. Traditionally, it has been 
thought to be Paul, but biblical studies since the Reformation have questioned this. Many see Barnabas as 
the writer, a view held as early as AD 200 by Tertullian. Luther suggested it was Apollos, an Alexandrian 
Jew of notable intellect and oratory who served as a leader in the Corinthian congregation. Both Barnabas 
and Apollos were intimately familiar with the rituals and laws of Judaism with which the letter deals, and 
both were closely associated with the apostle Paul at times in his ministry. 

Hebrews points to the surpassing excellence of Christ as compared with the Old Testament priestly 
and sacrificial systems. Christ is shown to be superior to angels, to Moses, and to the Aaronic priesthood, 
and as the all-sufficient sacrifice, He is shown to be the fulfillment of the entire Old Testament sacrificial 
system.  
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This Epistle for the Day, from the Bible’s “Hall of Faith” chapter, encourages perseverance in faith 
in Christ. 

235. What is faith? 
 
 
 
 
The Greek text is very expressive and provides a strong foundation for what we call faith. It says 

faith is the hupostasis, the “substance” of things hoped for. This carries the sense of something basic, 
foundational, a reality on which other things are built. It also says faith is the pragmatos elegchos, the 
“critical reality, tested for validity,” of what is not seen. This adds the weight of human experience to the 
validation of faith. 

236. How does seeing God as the Creator illustrate what faith is? 
 
 
 
 
237. The Christian faith is not a matter of “believing just so you have something to believe in.” On 

what is it based? (See Romans 10:14–17; 2 Timothy 1:12.) 
 
 
 
 
238. How did Abraham’s obedience to the Lord’s covenant call demonstrate his faith? How did 

Abraham display his faith while living as a nomad in Canaan? 
 
 
 
 
239. On what basis did Abraham finally realize the promise of a son and heir? 
 
 
 
 
240. What does it say about the patriarchs that they saw themselves as aliens and strangers on earth? 

What did their example say to Christians facing persecution? 
 
 
 
 
The pericope ends with “God is not ashamed to be called their God.” This suggests that God takes 

pleasure and pride in those who respond to His covenant of grace and are faithful. 
241. What is the other side of this truth? (See Mark 8:38.) 
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Leader Guide 
How to Use the Leader Guide 

Put in time and effort to make these thoughts your own. Notes in your Study Guide will help you 
remember them in class. If you think a point is stated particularly well in the Leader Guide, you may want 
to quote it, but do not use the Leader Guide continually as the last word. Your group’s ideas about themes 
and emphases and applications may differ from those in the Leader Guide. That’s okay; explore their 
insights. Since each study is a unit in itself, you may easily use substitute leaders. Provide them with a 
Study Guide and Leader Guide, along with instructions for their use, well in advance. 

Each lesson in the Leader Guide begins with the collect assigned for the day. You may use this 
prayer or another prayer suitable for your needs to begin your study. Suggested also are the hymns and 
songs, listed topically in the index of Lutheran Service Book, appropriate for the season or day. The index 
begins on page 993. 
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Lesson 1 

Day of Pentecost 
O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people 

by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our 
day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and 

evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 14:23–31 
1. Obeying Jesus’ teaching is the practical evidence of love for Him (see Luke 11:27–28; James 

1:22–25). 
2. Jesus repeated His call to obedience because of its importance for the disciples and for us. It 

would not be enough just to remember a nice association with Jesus; they needed to obey, guard, and 
proclaim His teaching—and so do we. His use of the more general word helps us see that Jesus’ 
“commands” are not just another emphasis of the Law, the Ten Commandments. They include and 
especially focus on the whole Good News of salvation in His name and the call to new life in the power 
of the Spirit. 

3. Jesus’ words about His and His Father’s coming to dwell in us, just as He said the Spirit comes to 
dwell in us, remind us that God is one God and has revealed Himself in three persons. There is great 
assurance in knowing that the Father, our Creator, is not just “way out there,” but comes to be with us 
intimately, to care for us in every need. We rejoice in this because the presence of Jesus, our Redeemer, 
assures us that God is always loving and forgiving toward us. We welcome the Holy Spirit as the 
Sanctifier, who renews us with His gift of faith and inspires us to growth in walking in the way of 
Christian discipleship. 

4. God’s indwelling presence challenges us to be very serious about our Christian discipleship and to 
work hard at the new life of faith and love for which He created us, redeemed us, and renewed us (see 
Philippians 2:12–13). 

5. Jesus gave full authority to His encouragement to those who love and obey Him, and to His 
judgment of those who disobey His teachings because they do not love Him, by saying, “The word that 
you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.” We are not to sentimentalize Jesus’ call to 
discipleship by making it just some suggestions for ethical living. It is God’s own will for us and is of 
life-or-death importance! 

6. Jesus keyed in on the Paraclete’s function as teacher: “He will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you.” The Church received the testimony and teachings of the 
apostles as the inspired Word of God. When the canon (boundaries) of the New Testament was 
established, the major concern about each writing being considered was whether it was the writing of an 
apostle or someone closely associated with an apostle. The Church wanted the authoritative, inspired, 
first-century witness of those who knew Christ and were guided by His Spirit. The Spirit continues to 
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teach us all things today through the written Word. Claims of immediate inspiration by the Spirit today 
must always be put to the test of their agreement with the Scriptures. 

7. When we know that God has made His home with us, we know that all obstacles to a living 
relationship with Him have been removed (see Romans 5:1–5). His promise of peace is related to our 
obeying His teaching because willful neglect of His Word separates us from the power of the Spirit, who 
works in us through the Word (see Romans 10:14–17). Willful disobedience to His call to discipleship 
disturbs and threatens our relationship with Him. We can’t be at peace with Him when our conscience is 
judging us guilty of a rejection of His Lordship. The difference in His gift of peace is that it is not 
dependent on circumstances. We may know the peace of God that surpasses understanding in the very 
midst of difficult circumstances. Nor is His gift of peace based on subjective feelings, but rather on the 
objective truth of His accomplished redemption and His dependable promises. When we know and 
believe His love for us and are walking in His way, we are able to continually put His “Let not your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid” into practice. 

The last two paragraphs in the Study Guide explain two statements of Jesus that occur at the end of 
this Holy Gospel. Pause after each to ask for comments or questions.  

Jesus’ words about loving the Father and doing what He commanded may be arranged meaningfully 
with either of the phrases leading the sentence.  

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 11:1–9 
The Study Guide provides information about the story of the tower of Babel. However, it’s 

understood that the point of the tower of Babel is that human pride is the basic sin and deserves and 
brings down God’s judgment. 

8. This pericope was chosen to accompany today’s Holy Gospel and the Epistle for the Day because 
of the day’s emphasis on diversity of languages. At Babel, the confusion of languages frustrated and 
scattered. On the Day of Pentecost, the gift of tongues, of diverse languages, was used to draw people 
together into one Body in Christ. Also, there is a stark contrast in the readings between the terrible 
consequences of disdaining God in seeking after prideful goals and the blessings God showers upon those 
who seek to hear and do His will. 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:1–21 
9. The sound like a mighty wind keyed the followers of Jesus in on what was taking place—and it 

attracted a crowd ready to find out what was going on. John the Baptist had pointed to a baptism with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. Fire is a symbol of energy or power, able to warm or to consume.  

10. The disciples had been blessed with Jesus’ “Receive the Holy Spirit” to believe His resurrection 
and understand their commissioning as His apostles, but this outpouring of the Spirit on them fulfilled 
Jesus’ promise of power to be His witnesses (see John 20:21–23 and Acts 1:4–8). It signaled a change in 
thrust. Their Lord was no longer with them bodily, but now He would be with them always, everywhere, 
enabling them for their mission. This was not the end of Jesus’ ministry; it was the beginning of His 
ministry in a new dimension through those whom He calls to be His own, also today. That they were all 
together in the house indicates that they trusted Jesus’ promise and were waiting for the gift the Father 
promised. Acts 1 lists the apostles and the women and speaks of 120 followers of Jesus in Jerusalem. It is 
not out of the question to think of all of these receiving the outpouring of the Spirit and praising God and 
declaring His wonders in languages they did not know. Joel’s prophecy included women as recipients of 
the Spirit (Joel 2:28–29). Peter, of course, became the main speaker to explain the phenomenon and point 
to Christ. The gift of languages allowed Peter and the others to speak to the hearts of the pilgrims and the 
new residents of Jerusalem in the languages that were their native tongues, and the Spirit enabled the 
response of many. This same concern is behind the continuing effort to translate the Bible into the 
thousands of languages and dialects of the peoples of the world.  
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11. The gift of languages enabled the followers of Jesus to praise God and declare His wonders in 
the mother tongues of the pilgrims and the foreign Jews now living in Jerusalem. The purpose of the 
occasion was to call the attention of Jews from every nation, in Spirit-powered fashion, to the Good News 
of Jesus and establish for them the fact that the Crucified One is alive and has been declared to be Lord of 
all. Instead of being a means of transmitting the Gospel clearly, the gift of tongues was given to Cornelius 
and his Roman friends to let Peter and the others know that Jesus had fully accepted them. Later 
manifestations, as in Corinth, seem to have involved ecstatic, unintelligible speech, an experience that 
blessed the tongues-speaker but did not convey a clear message to others. It is this kind of “prayer 
language” that is the experience of today’s charismatic Christians and continues to be rather divisive in 
the life of the Church. It is always in need of the controls Paul outlines in 1 Corinthians 14 for its use in 
the Church. 

12. Many were amazed and perplexed, but interested. They asked, “What does this mean?”—and the 
Spirit had them ready to listen to Peter’s explanation, which he probably gave in Greek, the universal 
language of that time. As is usually the case, there were those who had to make a joke of everything, so 
they made fun of the tongues-speakers, saying, “They are filled with new wine.” 

Peter went beyond explaining to preaching, keying on Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 2:32). It is not 
enough to talk about Jesus’ life and death for us; we must display in word and deed that He is alive and is 
Lord of all, the Lord also of our own lives. 
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Lesson 2 

Holy Trinity 
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge 

the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and 
to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast 

in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 8:48–59 
The first three paragraphs on the Study Guide help to understand Jesus’ striking claim in this Holy 

Gospel.  
The second paragraph deals with God’s use of “I AM,” Yahweh, as His name in His revelation of 

Himself to His covenant people. Note that in the Study Guide, Exodus 6:2–3 is translated as a question 
instead of as a declarative statement as the ESV text has it. In Hebrew, there were no punctuation marks, 
so translating has to be on the basis of a sense of the context. The traditional translation is “I did not make 
Myself known to them by My name Yahweh” and suggests that the name Yahweh came into usage only at 
the time of Moses. However, excavations at Eblah have revealed that Yahweh was in use as a name for 
God well before Abraham lived. Yet, scholars cling to this translation as part of their concept of the 
evolution of theological thought and understanding. Since God was making His covenant with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, why would He not reveal Himself by His name Yahweh to them? If, at the burning bush, 
God was giving Moses a name by which Israel would recognize Him, would He give Moses a name the 
people had not heard before? It just makes sense to translate this as a question: “Did not I make Myself 
known to them by My name Yahweh?” 

The third paragraph explains the usage of Ego eimi as the translation of the Hebrew Yahweh. Help 
your group understand that this form of “I am” is the way to say it emphatically and exclusively. 

13. In Hebrew tradition, the verb know was used to indicate a deep, intimate knowledge, not a 
surface “knowing about.” It was used, for example, in terms of the sexual relationship of the man 
“knowing” his wife. Jesus accused the religious leaders of not knowing the Father on that level. They 
knew about Yahweh, and they went through all the right religious motions, but they were not ready to 
acknowledge the One through whom God is fully known (see John 1:18). There are many today who 
“know about” God and “believe” in Him but do not live day by day in a relationship with Him. Jesus, 
who could say “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30), truly could claim to know Him.  

14. Abraham was given the covenant of blessing that included a land, a seed, and a blessing for all 
nations (Genesis 12:1–3). Yet, Abraham and Sarah grew to old age without the birth of the promised son 
who would be the seed of his descendants, the seed who would assure that the promise of blessing 
through Abraham would be fulfilled. When Isaac, whose name means “He laughs,” was born, Abraham’s 
faith was rewarded. He remembered the greater promise that would rise out of the promised birth of his 
son. In effect, by faith, in the birth of his son he saw “the Promised One,” the Christ of God (see Genesis 
21:1–7). 
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15. The Jews who heard Jesus’ bold claim got the point. They were not willing to hear any man 
claim to be Yahweh without concluding that he was blaspheming. They picked up stones and were ready 
to execute Him on the spot, but Jesus slipped away. His hour had not come (see Luke 4:14–30). 

The Old Testament Lesson: Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31 
It is helpful to read the explanatory paragraph of the Study Guide before reading and looking at the 

lesson itself in Proverbs. It will help your group understand wisdom’s speaking. 
16. In the context of wisdom literature, that the Lord is the one who gave birth to wisdom 

emphatically says that He is Lord of all. After describing various aspects of the Lord’s creation, the writer 
has wisdom say, “I was beside Him, like a master workman.” 

17. That His master workman, wisdom, was the Lord’s delight and that she rejoices before Him says 
that the Lord is truly wise and always acts in accord with true wisdom. That wisdom rejoices in “His 
inhabited world” and delights in “the children of man” provides a view of creation as God originally 
designed and intended it. Remember, the creation song of Genesis 1:31 says, “God saw everything that 
He had made, and behold, it was very good.” It is not the creation itself that is flawed; it has been 
corrupted as a result of human sin (see Romans 8:18–23). 

18. Gaining true wisdom, the wisdom that allows us to know ourselves in relation to our loving God 
and Father through faith in Jesus Christ, truly is a life-or-death matter. John wrote, “Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:12). 

Relating this wisdom section of Proverbs to John’s introductory words about the Word is a good 
way to relate this Old Testament Lesson to today’s Holy Trinity emphasis—at least by the contrast that 
may be seen.  

19. John says the Word was not only with God in the beginning, but was God, and that all things 
were made through Him. Proverbs speaks of wisdom being with God as His master workman, but does 
not call wisdom God. 

20. Proverbs says God possessed wisdom at the beginning of His work, the first of His acts of old 
(creation), and wisdom was beside Him like a master workman in God’s creation. John says the Word 
was with God and was God in the beginning and that all things were made through Him, but it never 
speaks about the Word being created by God.  

The Early Church made a point of this distinction at the Council of Nicaea in reaction to the Arian 
heresy. Arius had mingled Greek thought into the Christian faith and taught that the Word was God’s first 
creature, a demigod through whom He created the material world. But for the Word who became flesh to 
be a creature would make Him less than God, and our salvation would depend on the action of one who is 
less than God. Using John’s words and other statements of Scripture that speak of “the only begotten 
Son,” the Nicene Creed points to Jesus Christ as “God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, of one substance with the Father.” 

21. This lesson relates to the emphasis of the Holy Trinity in pointing to the surpassing wisdom of 
God in all of creation. The Holy Gospel has Jesus pointing to Himself as God in human flesh and blood—
God’s surprising wisdom in our redemption. 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:14a, 22–36 
22. Peter was saying that God had attested to Jesus through His mighty works and wonders and 

signs. Though Jesus had refused to perform His miracles as a showy display or to prove Himself to the 
skeptics and unbelievers, Jesus Himself was ready to point His disciples to them as His credentials as the 
Son of God. 

23. The popular response to Jesus’ miracles was one of high expectation that He would be the 
promised King who would restore Israel. That led the religious leaders to see Him as a threat to the status 
quo which gave them their positions of prominence and power and their control of the people. When 
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Jesus did not fulfill the people’s expectation of a political hero who would make Israel a prosperous and 
prominent independent nation, the crowds joined in pointedly rejecting and turning away from Him. Peter 
said that all of this happened “according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God.” This surely 
gives us added assurance, as we trust Jesus for our salvation, to know that the momentous events that 
were the setting for His atonement for sin were not just happenstance, but were a fulfillment of God’s 
saving purpose in human history. This does not make the principals involved just puppets mindlessly 
following God’s script—they acted out of their own motivations. But according to God’s foreknowledge, 
His definite plan of salvation was accomplished in what they decided and did. Peter’s “it was not possible 
for Him to be held by it [death]” pointed to Jesus as the Son of God, the Author of life, for whom death 
was completely foreign. 

24. Peter quoted Psalm 16 as a proof-text from Scripture, tying his witness to the authority of God’s 
prophetic Word. Peter then explained that in the psalm, David had looked prophetically ahead to the 
resurrection of God’s Holy One. David was the Jews’ hero of heroes. Saying that he still lay in his tomb 
while Jesus had risen emphasized Jesus’ far greater importance for God’s people than even David. David 
had been given the promise that one of his descendants would establish his throne forever (see 2 Samuel 
7:16–19, 25–29). Peter’s reference to the Davidic Psalm 110 connected this prophecy of an eternal King 
to Jesus, the man whom they themselves had acknowledged at times to be the Son of David and whose 
identity had now been fully established by His resurrection from the dead. In the psalm, David 
prophetically called the Promised One his “LORD” and saw Him, as it were, exalted to the right hand of 
God. 

25. The Trinity may be seen in these words: “Having received from the Father the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, He [Jesus] has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.” 

26. Peter pointedly applied Law by saying to the crowd, “This Jesus whom you crucified.” He did 
not let them dismiss personal responsibility for the crucifixion of Jesus. It was not just their leaders who 
were responsible; they, too, had rejected the One whom God now had raised from the dead and exalted. 
Peter pointedly applied the Gospel by saying to them, “God has made Him both Lord and Christ.” Both 
titles were significant to the Jews who heard him. Lord—kurios—was the word used for “Yahweh” when 
the Old Testament was translated into Greek. They would understand that Peter was identifying Jesus as 
no less than Yahweh Himself, in action to fulfill the promise of salvation. “Christ” was the Greek 
rendering of the Hebrew word Messiah—“the Anointed One.” Peter’s hearers would clearly understand 
the implications of this too. No wonder the Holy Spirit, who had led Peter to this powerful preaching, 
used both Peter’s Law and Peter’s Gospel to cut the crowd to the heart and lead them to ask, “Brothers, 
what shall we do?” (v. 37)—to which Peter responded with his forceful “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” (v. 38). 
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Lesson 3 

Proper 3 
Almighty God, in Your mercy so guide the course of this world that we 
may forgive as we have been forgiven and joyfully serve You in godly 

peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 6:20–42 
27. The first thing we notice about the ideals that Jesus sets forth for the Kingdom is that they run 

counter to sinful human nature and are so ideal that their perfect application is beyond our reach. We’re 
glad we don’t have only the Sermon on the Plain and the Sermon on the Mount from Jesus, for like all 
precepts and laws, they reveal our sins and shortcomings. We’re grateful to live under the grace of Christ 
that comes to us through the Good News. We also learn that the more we relate to Christ in faith and life, 
the more we see that sins of omission are the hardest ones to overcome. It is in translating faith into love 
and service that we have so far to go. That these ideals are beyond our attaining, however, is no excuse to 
sit back and not actively pursue them as our goals in Christian living. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
can make progress toward implementing them in our lives. Agape is willed, determined love, and often 
we have to make ourselves do what we ought to do. But it’s always good to know that as we live in a state 
of grace, we continually enjoy our Lord’s forgiveness when we fall or fail and His gracious blessing when 
we succeed. 

28. Jesus’ statements apply directly to our personal lives as Christians. We are not to retaliate and 
try to get even when we are wronged. We are to imitate our Lord, enduring the situation patiently (see  
1 Peter 3:20–23). Instead of avenging ourselves, we are to turn the matter over to God and let Him deal 
with it and work at overcoming evil with good (see Romans 12:14–21). This is how God has dealt with 
us, and He has made us His “right hand” to deal in love in His name with those around us—displaying 
His saving love in Christ in our attitudes and actions. But Jesus’ words do not apply to situations of abuse, 
murder, thievery, defrauding, and so on in general society. These crimes are not to be ignored and 
endured and forgiven. The government is God’s “left hand.” As His minister, it bears a sword to be used 
to punish the evildoer and maintain peace and stability in society (see Romans 13:1–7). 

29. Jesus’ questions reveal to us that this is at most what we usually do—we love, do good, and lend 
in reciprocity with family and friends. It’s hard to get ourselves to love and help those from whom we 
cannot expect love and help in return, and it’s harder still to love, do good to, and lend to those who are 
our enemies. 

30. What is necessary for the Golden Rule to be part of our Christian ethic is for us to have the Spirit 
of Jesus within us so that we may follow His example. He lived the Golden Rule. He loved us first so we 
may learn to love Him and others in His name. He died for us so we may learn to live for Him. He gives 
us new life in the Spirit. He blesses us with “all these things” and is pleased to have us give “all these 
things” back to Him and to others in His name. The challenge is greater when we are to apply these 
principles to those who do not love us in return, those who aren’t so lovable, and those who act negatively 
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and hurtfully toward us, but that’s what He has done for us (see Romans 5:6–11). The reward is 
experiential. We will find blessing and satisfaction in being “sons [and daughters] of the Most High, for 
He is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.” 

31. We are not to try to read people’s hearts and minds to judge the motives that are behind their 
actions. If we begin to think and say the worst of them, that is exactly what we deserve ourselves—and 
will receive. At times, however, we must judge the actions of fellow Christians and do our best to call 
them to repentance in a winsome way and encourage them to improve their behavior with Jesus’ help (see 
Matthew 18:15–18). Jesus is clear: when we have an unforgiving heart toward those who have hurt us, we 
effectively negate our own readiness to humble ourselves before God, and we block His forgiveness (see 
Luke 14:11). 

32. God measures back to us with the measure we use for giving to others. 
33. Jesus’ questions make us recognize that there are spiritual teachers who see only their own inner 

light and are not guided by the light of the Word—and there are plenty of people who are ready to follow 
these blind guides. His words about the relationship of a disciple and his teacher encourage us to value the 
“law of love” that our Teacher has outlined and exemplified, and not think we could ever be so superior 
that we don’t need Him and His atoning love as our Redeemer. Only then will we catch His spirit and be 
ready to follow Him as the example for Christian living. 

34. The speck and the log make us realize how easy it is for us to think we see things more clearly 
and know the right way in everything better than those around us. We do need to speak the truth in love, 
admonishing and correcting one another in Jesus’ name, but we need also to be sure that it is God’s truth 
that we are speaking and that we are not projecting our own rules instead of Jesus’ “law of love.” The 
solution to our tendency to judge others is to focus our attention on our own need of the Gospel of Jesus 
and the continuing assurance of His love. Only then will we “see clearly” to help others with specks. Only 
then will we be ready to follow Jesus’ related instruction regarding following the “law of love” in our 
own lives.  

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 50:15–21 
While Joseph had forgiven them long before and had shown his love for them by caring for their 

needs, the brothers carried around a sense of guilt—and they knew that retribution was the rule in the 
society in which they lived. 

35. The brothers added force to their plea by approaching Joseph in their father’s name and by 
calling themselves “servants of the God of your father.” Joseph had wept as he had tested his brothers 
when they first approached him to buy grain. He found they were no longer the insensitive men they had 
been earlier. Joseph wept now because he was caught up in the emotion of their fear and hesitancy. He 
assured them he would love them as his father’s sons and as fellow servants of the Lord. While Joseph 
had ascended to a position of almost unlimited power in Egypt, he had not lost his perspective on life. He 
knew he could not stand in God’s place by usurping what is God’s prerogative. Romans 12:17–21 
reminds us that, like Joseph, we are not to avenge ourselves, but are to leave all such matters in God’s 
hands, and we are not to be disappointed and bitter when, instead of punishing our enemies, He loves 
them and turns them around in His mercy. That God has had such mercy on us that His Son redeemed us 
and restores us leads us to learn to imitate Him and repay evil with good. 

36. Joseph saw God’s hand in every circumstance of his life, directing it to accomplish God’s own 
good purposes—and he was willing to “let go and let God.” Paul’s words in Romans 8:28–39 add 
irrefutable Christian logic to Joseph’s example, and we are encouraged to trust God to be at work for 
good in everything in our lives. Whatever happens, such an outlook says, “God is at work in this. I will 
trust Him in anything.” 

37. Your group may point to instances in which God moved and directed and equipped them to be at 
the right place at the right time to provide the service that was needed. Plan to share something from your 
life; it will encourage openness. 
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38. Joseph’s forgiveness toward his brothers exemplifies the kind of forgiving love Jesus calls us to 
practice in His Sermon on the Plain. Joseph forgave out of his awareness of God’s mercies toward him, 
and that is also what motivates us to apply “the law of love” in our lives. 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:14a, 36–47 
39. When the people asked, “What shall we do?” Peter responded, “Repent and be baptized every 

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

40. The Holy Spirit must supply regenerating power for true repentance and faith. We remember 
Luther’s “I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.” But 
Luther continued: “but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel” (Small Catechism: Third Article). 
Our responsibility—always in the power of the Holy Spirit—is to lend our ears and our hearts attentively 
to the Spirit’s call to repentance and faith, devoting ourselves diligently to the Word of God, and then, in 
the power of the Spirit, to proclaim that Word clearly and emphatically, trusting that the Holy Spirit will 
call people to repentance and faith. Preachers should be bold in imitating Peter and being forceful in 
urging their hearers to put their faith in Christ for salvation and new life—and to continue to do so 
throughout their lives. The Holy Spirit will be with them to enable their urging and the attendant 
promises, as well as to make it happen.  

41. Peter’s call to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ involved his hearers in acknowledging 
Jesus as the promised Christ (Messiah). To be baptized in His name meant they were placing themselves 
under Jesus’ authority as Lord. They would be confessing the basic sin of missing the mark in their 
rejection of Jesus as the promised Savior in favor of continuing to trust in what had become a works-
oriented Judaism. Today’s humanistic moralists continue to miss the mark for the same reason. Since 
Jesus came and accomplished salvation for all, there is one basic sin: rejecting Him who is the Savior 
from sin. 

42. Those responding to Peter’s preaching of the Good News on that day were devout Jews. They 
knew the promise of the Messiah and its assurances. They did not need extensive instruction; they needed 
only to look to Jesus in faith and acknowledge Him to be the Messiah. When the Gospel is proclaimed in 
our world today, we cannot take it for granted that people understand the Word of salvation—even when 
they respond and say they believe in Jesus. So generally, they are given more thorough instruction in 
Christian doctrine prior to receiving Christian Baptism. 

43. Peter’s words about them and their children and those far off prepared the way for understanding 
that the Good News is for all and that the Lord calls young and old from every nation to be His own. 
Peter’s words assure us that we are included in God’s gracious salvation in Jesus Christ and that when we 
were baptized in Jesus’ name, we, too, received the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit. His words guide us 
to make our own change of heart and mind, our redirection of life, a continual reality in our Christian 
discipleship, and they guide us to reach out actively to others, even those far off, with the Gospel of Jesus. 

44. At the center of the life of the Jerusalem congregation were the apostles’ teaching, the 
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and the prayers. “The apostles’ teaching” was the teaching of Jesus, 
who had promised that the Spirit would remind them of everything He had said (see 1 Peter 2:2). “The 
fellowship” means their unity of faith and life in their commitment to Jesus—being attached to Him in 
faith as the Head and to one another in love as members of His Body. “The breaking of bread” is a 
reference to the Lord’s Supper, which was celebrated after eating their meals together in those days 
before it was more formalized in the worship life of the Church. “The prayers” signifies their times of 
worship together, which probably followed a pattern they were accustomed to from Jewish tradition and 
from the synagogue worship. God showed His presence and approval by wonders and miracles done by 
the apostles, demonstrating that their ministries were continuations of the ministry of Jesus, who was at 
work in and through them. 



 

Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

72 

45. Love for one another and the desire to help the needy led individuals to sell property to provide 
funds for the common treasury, out of which such needs were met. The holiday atmosphere and the sale 
of capital resources did not continue for long simply because if it had, they all would have become needy. 
Before long, they returned to their work routines and began to help the needy through their offerings. It 
was their obvious joy in the salvation of the Lord Jesus and their display of love for one another that gave 
them favor with the people and made their Christian faith attractive and infectious. 

46. “The Lord added to their number” underscores the Pentecost truth that it is God working through 
His Spirit who enables the witness of Christians to convict and convert people to faith. God Himself does 
the work of growing His Church. We pray for and count on that in our witness to our world. 
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Lesson 4 

Proper 4 
O God, by Your almighty Word, You set in order all things in heaven 
and on earth. Put away from us all things hurtful, and give us those 

things that are beneficial for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 7:1–10 
Capernaum did not have a permanent Roman garrison, so the centurion was probably a retired 

Roman officer employed by Herod Agrippa. The “seven laws of Noah” dealt with abstinence from blood, 
the prohibition of murder, recognition of civil authority, and the prohibition of idolatry, blasphemy, 
incest, and theft (see Genesis 9:4–6). 

47. The elders, typically legalistic, said, “He is worthy to have You do this for him, for he loves our 
nation, and he is the one who built us our synagogue.” The centurion said of himself, “I am not worthy to 
have You come under my roof. Therefore I did not presume to come to You.” 

48. In his position as a centurion, he could simply give orders and know that they would be carried 
out. He credited Jesus with that same kind of authority. He evidently had heard of Jesus and His 
reputation as a healer, but his faith carried him to believe that whatever Jesus desired and commanded 
would be done—even from a distance. Perhaps in his mind he had identified Jesus as the Promised One 
he had heard about. Jesus praised the centurion for displaying a faith the likes of which He had not found 
in all of Israel. That surely had some impact on the Jews who crowded around to see what was going to 
happen. Would they have such faith in a similar situation? 

49. The end result of the centurion’s faith was that his servant was completely healed by Jesus. 
50. This incident says Jesus has power to help us and our loved ones and friends in His own way—

not always the way we might expect. His loving help is not reserved just for a few, but is available to all 
who call on Him in faith. 

The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 8:22–24, 27–29, 41–43 
51. Solomon’s first words of praise exalted God as the one who is always “keeping covenant and 

showing steadfast love to Your servants who walk before You with all their heart”—one who is unique as 
God in all of heaven and earth. 

52. The Lord had promised David that his son Solomon would build the temple. God went beyond 
the building of the temple to promise that David’s line and throne would be established forever. This 
expanded the promise of the building of the temple by David’s son into a prophecy of the Messiah, the 
Son of David. Appreciate the scope of this by reading the section from 2 Samuel. 
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53. Solomon acknowledged that the glory of God is such that “heaven and the highest heaven” 
cannot contain Him, so the little building in Jerusalem surely would not be His true dwelling place. We 
recognize this truth also about the churches we build. 

54. Solomon held God to His promise about the tabernacle: “My name shall be there.” Note the 
phrase “toward this place” and that verse 30 expands the word “servant” to “Your servant . . . and . . . 
Your people Israel.” Faithful Jews did face toward the temple and its ark of the covenant, knowing that 
Yahweh’s name was always present with His people there. We build our local churches in the same 
confidence that God in His mercy will indeed stoop to dwell with us when we gather in His name and that 
His name will be glorified as we hear the Word of God and set ourselves to keep it. 

55. God put His name on our churches when they were dedicated irrevocably and exclusively to 
Him, to the proclamation of His saving Word, and to the celebration of the Sacraments. We should always 
treat the building where we meet as Christ’s Church—and where God is in our midst as He promised—
with respect. 

56. Facing the temple when praying acknowledged the Lord as God, the One who hears the prayers 
of His people, a thrust similar to Solomon’s asking the Lord “that Your eyes may be open night and day 
toward this house.” The temple was the site for sacrifices through which God mediated His grace. People 
came also to give thanks, but were always aware that they could approach God only through His mercy. 
Similarly, when we gather to worship, we begin with Confession of sins and Absolution. Since our church 
building is where we worship our Lord and are blessed with Word and Sacraments, it may indeed be 
helpful to keep it in mind in our private devotion by facing in its direction. At the same time, this should 
not become mechanical or magical. We are the Church, the temple in whom the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit dwell (see John 14:15–17, 23). God is present with us everywhere, in whatever direction we 
may be facing. 

57. A foreigner would come to the temple in Jerusalem only because he had heard of the great name, 
mighty hand, and outstretched arm of the Lord. Solomon’s asking the Lord to hear the prayer of the 
foreigner exalted the Lord as Lord of all. It also exalted the temple as the place where also foreigners 
would want to come and offer their prayers—a house of prayer for all nations. 

58. The Old Testament’s requirement of separation and exclusiveness was removed and replaced 
with the New Testament’s commission to evangelize the nations when Jesus fulfilled the covenant as “a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles” as well as “glory to Your people Israel” (Luke 2:32). Thus He brought 
all of “Israel” to spiritual maturity through the Gospel and freed us from the compulsions and constraints 
of the ceremonial laws (see Galatians 3:22–25). That freedom is enjoyed by all who know and confess 
Christ.  

59. This lesson prays for foreigners who come to the house of the Lord—that their prayers will be 
heard. The Gospel highlights a Gentile to whom the local synagogue had become very important, whose 
faith was rewarded, and whose prayers were resoundingly answered. 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 1:1–12 
The first four paragraphs give background necessary for understanding Galatians. Help your group 

see that this concern was pivotal for the Church. The decision to not require circumcision and obedience 
to Old Testament ceremonial laws kept the Christian Church from being just a Jewish sect. Paul’s 
inspired words in Galatians, Romans, and other writings freed the Good News of Jesus from legalistic 
entanglements and allowed it to be what it is—Good News of salvation, full and free, by grace through 
faith! Read Acts 15:1–35 for yourself to understand about the Apostolic Council of AD 50. 

60. Paul’s adversaries evidently were questioning his apostleship because he was not one of the 
Twelve. They probably were suggesting that he had been commissioned only by the congregation in 
Antioch to promote the outreach to Gentiles that they had instigated. Paul insisted that his call and 
commissioning had come directly from Jesus Himself when the risen Jesus appeared to him on the road to 
Damascus. 
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61. As Paul used the words, grace means “undeserved love,” and peace is not just lack of turmoil, 
but the well-being of a person when God is his friend in all of life. Paul added depth to the words by 
blessing his readers with grace and peace “from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” He amplified 
this by specifying “who gave Himself for our sins to deliver us . . . according to the will of our God and 
Father.” 

62. The “different Gospel” that perverted the truth was the teaching of Judaizers that in addition to 
faith in Jesus as Savior, a Christian needs to obey Jewish ceremonial laws. The Galatians found this 
plausible because they knew that the Good News of Jesus had come out of the background of Judaism—
and they knew how serious Jews were about these laws. Religious legalism is appealing because it is 
natural, logical religion. It makes sense to us that a relationship with God depends not only on Him  
but also on what we must contribute to our salvation. That God would let His Son experience the 
consequences of our sins and let us go scot-free is not logical (see 1 Corinthians 1:18–25). Legalism also 
allows people to retain some religious pride—“at least I should get some credit for being good”—instead 
of having to receive the gift of forgiveness and new life in humility. We may easily be tempted to think 
that being “good church members” and leading moral lives make essential contributions to our 
salvation—in addition to believing in Jesus as our Savior. This makes sanctification an “in order to be 
fully justified” instead of its biblical “because of our justification in Christ.” 

63. A “Jesus plus” emphasis is always antithetical to the Gospel of Jesus. It fosters two possible 
results. One of these is spiritual pride, fostered because the individual is “doing his part.” The other is an 
intrusion of doubt and uncertainty into the assurance that faith brings because the individual can never be 
sure that he really is “doing his part.” Instead of “completing Christians,” the legalism of the Judaizers 
was distracting and misdirecting them in their faith and life in Christ. Paul realized that this legalism eats 
away at the core of the Gospel. 

64. Paul evidently was being accused of preaching an “easy” Gospel designed to appeal to Gentiles 
because it laid no law-based requirements on them. Paul’s questions argued against his being a people 
pleaser by showing he was not buckling under and trying to please his adversaries in the controversy. He 
would not agree with anything that would compromise the Gospel. 

65. We must stop trying to please people whenever what would please them would go counter to the 
Gospel of Jesus and would minimize its impact on them or others. 

66. Paul applied these words as the clincher to his defense of his apostleship and of his proclamation 
of salvation by grace through faith alone. We are indebted to him for his theological formulations in his 
letters because they rescue us from the logic of a “Jesus plus” religion that breeds either doubt and 
uncertainty or self-righteousness. 
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Lesson 5 

Proper 5 
O Lord, Father of all mercy and God of all comfort, You always go 

before and follow after us. Grant that we may rejoice in Your gracious 
presence and continually be given to all good works; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 7:11–17 
67. It is said, “In God’s will for us, coincidences are ‘God-incidences.’ ” It was God’s purpose to 

bring together these two crowds, so different in circumstances and expectations, to witness a miracle that 
demonstrated Jesus’ power as the Son of God. While they did not acknowledge Him as such in their 
praise, the awesome event was not lost on them. Later, interacting with the disciples of John the Baptist, 
Jesus included “the dead are raised up” among the signs of the Kingdom they were to report to John (see 
Luke 7:18–23). 

We still call Jesus “the Lord” as we acknowledge Him as the ruler of our lives and of all around us. 
It helps to be aware that the first creed, Kurios Iesous, “Jesus is Lord,” said that Jesus is the covenant 
God, Yahweh, acting to redeem His people. 

Fill-in answers: One step followed another as Jesus acted in compassion: He said, “Do not weep”; 
He touched the bier; He said, “Young man, I say to you, ‘Arise’ ”; and He gave him to his mother. His 
“Do not weep” was probably spoken to the whole funeral procession, for Jewish custom called for loud 
weeping and wailing by all as an expression of grief. 

68. Luke pointedly says, “Jesus gave him to his mother.” Jesus’ motive was compassion for the 
widow. He never did His miracles just to impress the crowds. 

69. Understandably, the crowds were filled with awe and praised God, spreading the story of what 
He had done. They saw Jesus as a great prophet of God and saw His miracle as evidence that God was 
living up to His promise to come to help His people. They did not specifically identify Jesus as the 
promised Messiah, but they surely saw God at work in Him.  

The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 17:17–24 
70. The widow’s reaction to the tragedy of her son’s death was to blame Elijah. She thought he, as 

God’s prophet, must have uncovered some sin of hers and had brought God’s judgment. People react to 
tragedies by thinking, What did I do to deserve this?—a Law-oriented reaction. This perspective sees God 
as a judge who sees to it that our sins are punished. The Gospel reveals a loving Father who leads us 
safely through our difficulties. Elijah showed his faith by crying out to God to turn the situation around by 
restoring the child’s life. His actions were an expression of his dependence on God to accomplish this 
rather than just an effort to restore the child’s breathing through some form of mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation, but it is interesting that those closer to the era pictured him as breathing into the child. He 
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asked God to act and expected God to act. Paul, too, asked three times—evidently that was thought to be 
enough. 

71. God’s purpose may be seen in the woman’s reaction: “Now I know that you are a man of God, 
and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth.” Through this experience, God brought the 
widow to see and confess His faithfulness. In the final analysis, this is always God’s purpose in allowing 
circumstances to come into our lives as He does. He works in them for our true good, to deepen our 
relationship with Him in faith and love. 

72. This lesson was chosen because of its obvious similarity to the event in the Holy Gospel. In 
both, an only son of a widow was returned to her from death. Those who witnessed Jesus’ miracle were 
familiar with Elijah’s miracle. They knew the prophecy “I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
great and awesome day of the LORD comes” (Malachi 4:5). Perhaps their “A great prophet has arisen 
among us!” identified Jesus with this prophecy. 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 1:11–24 
73. Paul reminded the Galatians that he had been converted and redirected by the risen Jesus 

Himself. His Gospel was “through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” The Good News of justification by grace 
alone through faith alone, which was Paul’s powerful Gospel thrust, is never the product of man’s 
theological thought. Human reason always comes up with a religious system by which people must 
somehow work their way to God or at least add to what God has done for them. (The uniqueness of the 
Gospel is itself evidence that the Gospel of Jesus is God’s own truth. Human reason does not think that 
way.) Paul did not come up with this surprising message on his own, nor did he learn it from the other 
apostles, who were still working through this question for themselves (see 1 Corinthians 1:18–25). 

74. Paul pointed to his former life of zeal for Judaism and its traditions to show how foolish it was 
for his enemies to suggest that he had just thrown away all of that in his desire to “make things easy” for 
the Gentiles. It was not easy for Paul to turn away from a way of life that had been all-important to him. It 
happened only because Jesus Himself had appeared to Paul and had brought him to know the amazing 
truth of the grace of God—who wanted and would accept anyone by grace, even one who was guilty of 
opposing Christ and persecuting His followers. 

Fill-in answers: The three divine actions by which God reached out to claim Paul: God set him 
apart before he was born, God called him by His grace, and God revealed His Son to Paul. 

75. God’s intention for Paul was that he preach Jesus Christ among the Gentiles. 
76. All Christians are the recipients of these same gracious actions by which God has made us His 

own. In His saving will, God knew us and set us apart for Himself in Christ, even before the earth was 
created (Ephesians 1:3–7). It is purely out of His grace that we have been called, individually and 
personally, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Christ has been revealed to us and made personally 
meaningful to us as our Savior and our Lord. God’s intention for us is that we represent Jesus to our 
world, proclaiming the Good News of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in His name. God’s intention 
for Paul was specifically that he become Jesus’ apostle to the Gentiles. Paul became God’s man of the 
hour to lead the Church to this breakthrough in its awareness and outlook, as it acknowledged that the 
Gospel of Jesus is for the goyim, “the nations,” as well as for His ancient covenant people. We who have 
been blessed by this breakthrough rejoice that Christ died for all. That is no longer argued in the 
Church—though some of us may still be needed to be God’s men or women of the hour to further the 
breakthrough by seeing to it that racial, ethnic, or class distinctions do not continue to be barriers to its 
implementation. 

77. In pointing to his three years of solitude in Arabia, Paul was establishing the fact that he had not 
been instructed regarding the Gospel by Peter and the other apostles, but had received it by direct 
revelation from Jesus Christ.  

78. Paul may have done some preaching and teaching in the Tarsus area, but he probably devoted 
himself most of the time to “the Holy Spirit’s school,” studying the sacred Scriptures of the Old 
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Testament to see Jesus in them as the promised Messiah with the eyes of one to whom the risen Jesus had 
appeared. Many of the Church’s great leaders have had their times of waiting. For Paul, the delay was a 
time for personal preparation that deepened his understanding and appreciation of the Gospel. It surely 
was a time of testing for Paul, who was accustomed to being a leader, to be required to wait eight years 
before he heard a practical call to service, and even then as a helper. Perhaps, in God’s will and plan, 
Paul’s entry into an active apostleship was waiting for the appropriate moment—when not only he but 
also others would be ready when the Church reached out into the Greek world. 

79. A sense of personal calling by the Holy Spirit into the Church’s ministry is important for the 
individual involved, but the Church today looks for more than an individual’s inner feeling. In today’s 
Church, preachers and teachers are certified by their church bodies for vocation among God’s people. 
This certification is given only after candidates have passed the prescribed courses of instruction and have 
given evidence of their agreement with and commitment to the theology of the church body. Thus the 
congregations of these church bodies may extend calls and receive the services of certified individuals 
with a degree of assurance that they are professionally equipped and are dedicated to the church’s 
theology. In their ordination, Lutheran pastors are required to swear to teach in accord with the Bible as 
the source and norm of doctrine and with the Lutheran Confessions as faithful expositions of its truth. In 
the final analysis, however, it still is the responsibility of the congregations of Christians to “test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God” by applying the litmus test of conformity with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to all the teaching and preaching of their called ministers. (See 1 John 4:1–3.) 
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Lesson 6 

Proper 6 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us Your gifts of faith, 

hope, and love that we may receive the forgiveness You have promised 
and love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 7:36–8:3 
80. Simon’s initial motive might have been similar to that of Nicodemus, who came to Jesus at 

night. Simon may have wanted to check Jesus out while in his own setting of strength. However, that 
Simon didn’t accord Jesus even the common courtesy of having a servant wash His feet before dinner was 
probably an intentional slight. 

81. The woman’s deep awareness of her need for Jesus’ forgiving love led her humbly to take on the 
servant’s role without concern for what others might think of her. She believed that Jesus had what she 
needed, assurance of forgiveness, and she displayed love for Him as a result. She hoped she would be 
accepted and not turned away. 

82. In Pharisaic self-righteousness, Simon judged and rejected the woman. He was also ready to 
discount Jesus as a prophet because Jesus had accepted her approach to Him, for Pharisees thought 
“righteous” people should have no contact with “sinners” (see Luke 18:9–14).  

83. This account emphasizes that Jesus does not separate Himself from sinners, but reaches out to us 
and welcomes us. When we recognize that God’s love is love without prerequisite—that Christ died for 
the ungodly—we can enjoy certainty of salvation and rejoice in our relationship with God our Father. 
When we receive God’s gracious love for us as unconditional love, we are enabled to rejoice also when 
others receive it on the same basis, and we even learn to give it to others ourselves. 

84. The point we cannot miss as we “visit Simon’s house” is that awareness of having our need 
filled by God’s gracious love produces a responsive love in us. It’s the only proper response. We grow in 
love by renewing our awareness of His love for us through the Word and Sacrament. We exercise our 
love for Him by extending agape love to those around us in His name. Under the Spirit’s blessing, the 
exercising of the love God continues to work in us, strengthens us, as we practice it. 

85. Simon offered no water for Jesus’ feet, though foot washing was a common courtesy; she wet 
His feet with her tears. He gave no kiss of greeting as a sign of friendship; she kissed His feet. He did not 
anoint Jesus’ head with oil, as would be done to honor a special guest; she anointed His feet with 
ointment. At the heart of their difference in attitude toward Jesus was the difference in the way they saw 
themselves. She recognized her sin and her need for forgiveness; Simon saw himself as a good man, 
obedient to the laws and the traditions. He did not particularly see any need of Jesus’ word of forgiveness.  

86. In the end, Jesus pointed to her faith as the basis of her being forgiven and saved: “Your faith 
has saved you.” Help your group see the difference between her sins being forgiven because of her love 
and her love being evidence of her faith and hope. Jesus’ words are like saying “It rained last night, for 



 

Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

80 

the ground is wet.” The wet ground is evidence of the rain, not its cause. Think of Jesus saying, “Her 
many sins have been forgiven. See? As a result, she loved much!” 

The Good News exercise helps to apply this Gospel text. Every Christian can put his or her name in 
the blanks. As we turn to Him in repentance and faith, He forgives! 

The Old Testament Lesson: 2 Samuel 11:26–12:10, 13–14 
87. The ruthless selfishness of the rich man in Nathan’s story angered King David to the point where 

he pronounced a death sentence against him—not knowing that in the process, he was judging and 
condemning his own actions. Nathan’s “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel” climaxed with his 
pronouncing a lasting judgment against David’s sin: “The sword shall never depart from your house.” 

88. David experienced this judgment for himself when his son Absalom rebelled against him and 
tried to dethrone him and even kill him—until Absalom himself was killed by Joab, David’s general, as 
he hung helpless in a tree (see 2 Samuel 18). 

89. David’s redeeming quality was that more than anything, he really wanted a good relationship 
with the Lord. He did not proudly say, “Who are you to talk to me this way? I’m the king! I’ll do what I 
please in my kingdom!” He humbly confessed, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Proverbs 6:16–19 lists 
seven things that the Lord hates, and leading the list is “haughty eyes,” or “a proud look.” Pride is the 
basic sin and can prevent our sincere repentance of our sins—and thus even blocks the Lord’s forgiving 
love from rescuing. Psalm 51 is David’s classic statement of repentance. Take the time to have your 
group read it aloud together. 

90. The Bible does not gloss over the sinful nature of man—even in the case of its heroes. If David, 
“a man after [the LORD’s] own heart,” could fall into gross sins, we need to see clearly that we, too, are 
capable of any sin and need to seek the clean heart and the right spirit that the Holy Spirit wants to 
develop in us.  

91. That God’s prophet could bring immediate assurance of forgiveness to this adulterer and 
murderer gives us assurance that God will give us the same assurance in His unconditional love, whatever 
our sin, when we turn to Him in faith in Jesus. That’s behind our regular Lord’s Day exercise of 
Confession and Absolution. 

92. That the child conceived in the adulterous relationship subsequently died may be seen as 
evidence that at times, even when the sin has been forgiven, there are consequences of the sin that will be 
experienced. God does forgive a repentant thief or murderer, but the law of the land may still require that 
he pay the penalty for his crimes. Sexual sins, drug addictions, and other sins may also have unavoidable, 
ongoing consequences. 

93. This Old Testament Lesson and the Holy Gospel both tell of repentant sinners who enjoyed full 
forgiveness in God’s unconditional love. 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 2:15–21; 3:10–14 
Fill-in answers: Paul put it this way: “We also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified 

by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.” 
94. If we are found to be sinners as we trust that we are justified by faith—well, that’s exactly why 

we trust that we are justified by faith. We are sinners and will not be able or even willing to save 
ourselves. Surprise! He saves us! If, in order to be sure, we require ourselves to reach a certain level of 
obedience to rules and regulations, we will either be falsely proud of our performance, or we will despair 
of ever reaching that level. In either case, we’ll be offering God our imperfections instead of trusting 
Christ’s perfect redemption. 

95. To be “crucified with Christ” means to identify personally with Jesus, accepting by faith His 
death as our death. It sees Him as the representative of all mankind, who carried our sins in His body on 
the cross, acting in love as God’s own atoning sacrifice for all sin. If we cling to a law mode, we imply 
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that Jesus’ suffering for sins was for nothing, for we imagine that we can achieve righteousness by 
obedience to laws. Even a “Jesus plus” approach, a more subtle law mode that suggests Christians still 
must contribute something to their salvation by being religious or “good Christians,” implies that Jesus’ 
death was insufficient to accomplish salvation. Every law-mode approach dilutes our faith, robs us of 
certainty of salvation, glorifies us instead of glorifying our Savior, and thus weakens the impact of the 
Gospel. Having Christ live in us solidifies our assurance of salvation, for we “live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved [us] and gave Himself for [us].” It also motivates us to a life in which we learn to imitate 
His agape love because we belong to Him (see Romans 6:1–14).  

96. All who rely on the Law are under a curse because the Law does not ask if you think its rules are 
a good idea; instead, it says, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things . . . and do them.” The 
Law is not fulfilled by faith, but by doing. Jesus Christ, the one man who fulfilled God’s law of love, and 
who did it on our behalf, redeemed us when He accepted the curse of the Law on our behalf and, in the 
eternal moment on the cross, He, the eternal Son of God, endured the eternal punishment for sin: 
separation from God. 

97. The blessing of Abraham is righteousness through faith. He “believed God, and it was counted 
to him as righteousness” (Galatians 3:6). God’s promise “In you shall all the nations be blessed” foretold 
that “God would justify the Gentiles by faith” so that “those who are of faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith” (v. 8). The blessing of Abraham has come to us so that “we might receive the 
promised Spirit through faith.” 
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Lesson 7 

Proper 7 
O God, You have prepared for those who love You such good things 
as surpass our understanding. Cast out all sins and evil desires from 

us, and pour into our hearts Your Holy Spirit to guide us into all 
blessedness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 8:26–39 
98. Luke explained that Jesus had already commanded the demons to come out of the man. Also, as 

they recognized who Jesus was, the demons were fearful of His power. 
99. Jesus wanted to emphasize to His disciples and to those who were watching the enormity of 

what He was about to do, as well as the enormity of His mercy in freeing one who been possessed by so 
much evil—not just one demon, but a whole host of them. Remember that Mary Magdalene was freed 
from seven demons (8:2) and that Jesus told about a devil returning with seven others worse than himself 
to possess a man who did not replace negative influences with positive influences (11:24–27). 

100. The healing of the Gerasene demoniac is the Bible’s most telling argument against the 
suggestion of modern critics that demon possession as cited in Scripture really was mental illness, which 
the ancient societies didn’t understand, and so they attributed it to demon possession. Mental illnesses are 
not transferable to a herd of pigs. The reality of spirits and demons and their desire to control people 
should make all Christians wary of playing with New Age ideas and instruments. “We do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). At the same 
time, we can rejoice to claim the victory over Satan and his cohorts, a victory won for us by Jesus. (See 
John 14:28–31; 16:7–11.) It is difficult to fully understand why Jesus allowed the destruction of the pigs. 
Jews saw pigs as unclean and avoided contact with them, dead or alive, but it’s hard to say that that would 
justify the destruction of others’ property. Some offer the possibility that the pigs’ owners were apostate 
Jews who kept the pigs in spite of Jewish law, but that is not evident in the text. Scripture doesn’t really 
provide us with an explanation of Jesus’ action.  

101. The effect on the Gerasenes shows that ethnic relationships were not helped that day. They 
were angry that valuable property had been destroyed, and they were seized with great fear because of the 
supernatural elements involved. They surely saw Jesus as someone special, but they didn’t want anything 
to do with Him themselves. Jesus sent the man, freed of demon possession, to his family and to his 
community to be a continuing witness to what had happened to him through Jesus’ mercy and power. 
Carrying our witness to Jesus into our everyday life and associations is still a primary element in 
following Jesus today. A possible reason why the man was not allowed to become one of those who 
accompanied Jesus is that Jesus’ ministry was to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24), 
and having a Gentile in the group at that time would have been a major problem. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 65:1–9 
Fill-in answers: To a nation who did not ask for Him and did not seek Him and was not called by 

His name, the Lord continued to say, “Here am I; here am I.” 
102. Isaiah was writing to the people of Judah and especially to those who lived in Jerusalem. In the 

presence of the Lord’s temple, they were engaging in actions that were blatantly contrary to the 
ceremonial law: offering sacrifices in gardens and burning incense on altars of brick instead of in the 
temple; sitting among the tombs in secret rituals; eating pork; and flavoring their soup with the meat of 
unclean animals. In their false security about being the Lord’s chosen people, they were arrogating to 
themselves freedom to do whatever they wanted to do, even practicing pagan religion instead of abiding 
by the Law of the Lord. They even thought that in doing this, they were superior to those who slavishly 
followed the rules. In this they were like the faction in Corinth who claimed to have received a superior 
wisdom directly from the Spirit that gave them a libertine freedom, and whose motto was “Food is meant 
for the stomach and the stomach for food” (1 Corinthians 6:13). 

103. The fathers’ iniquities are described as “they made offerings on the mountains and insulted Me 
on the hills”—basically, they dabbled in pagan rites in the high places. This was the sin of syncretism, but 
at least it was done in secluded places away from Jerusalem and the temple. The people to whom Isaiah 
was writing were engaging in their pagan practices and disregarding the Law in the shadow of the temple, 
in the Lord’s face. Spiritual apathy and willfulness are a slippery slope that gets steeper and steeper and 
further and further away from the Lord. We need to give our children and grandchildren the blessing of 
examples of discipleship that is consistent with the faith we express. 

104. The phrases rich in promise point to the time of restoration of the remnant in Judah, but more 
than that, they point to the time of fulfillment for all of Israel—including those grafted into God’s family 
by faith—in the kingdom of the Lord Jesus and its culmination in the heavenly kingdom. 

105. The main tie appears to be that this lesson talks about the Lord coming to people who did not 
seek Him or call on Him, which is what Jesus did in going over the Sea of Galilee to the Gerasene 
Gentiles. 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 3:23–4:7 
Paul’s illustration of the Old Testament’s ceremonial law as a pedagogue is crucial to understanding 

his argument. He was not disparaging the Old Testament laws, but was saying that while they served real 
purposes for God’s people before Christ, Christ’s coming fulfilled them and ended their purpose. He was 
insisting that spiritual maturity is to be found in faith in Christ, not in continuing a system designed to 
give guidance during immaturity. He wanted the Galatians, who were being told by Judaizers to become 
complete Christians by accepting circumcision and obeying ceremonial laws, to recognize that what the 
Judaizers were encouraging was a drastic step backward and could mean they were denying Christ and 
rejecting His grace (see Galatians 5:2–4). We, too, need to possess and enjoy the full assurance that life 
under grace gives, and we need to accept the personal responsibilities of discipleship that it entails—and 
not put any trust in a system of rules and regulations to prop up an immature faith. 

106. Faith in Christ Jesus gives us status as sons and daughters of God. Paul’s use of “sons” was not 
just due to that society being male oriented. At that time, it was sons who received the inheritance from 
their fathers, so when the New Testament speaks of our being “sons of God,” it is emphasizing that God’s 
grace has given us full standing with Christ as heirs of the heavenly Father. We today read it as “sons and 
daughters” because in our society, there are no such legal distinctions. Daughters inherit from their fathers 
just as sons do. All of us are included in Paul’s statement of assurance. Our being baptized into Christ 
(into all that His redemptive work accomplished for us) means that we have “put on Christ.” He Himself 
is the assurance of our being children of God—not circumcision and obeying dietary rules, nor the rules 
of any “Jesus plus” religion added by any church. He became sin for us; we become the righteousness of 
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God in Him. In the familiar hymn, we sing, “Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand 
before His throne!” (LSB 575:4). That’s the wonder of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

107. Paul points out that as we approach God in Christ, the distinctions between Jew and Greek, 
slave and free, and male and female are no longer pertinent. The key distinction in Paul’s argument in 
Galatians is between Jew and Greek—there is no longer a division between those who were in God’s Old 
Testament community (Jews) and those who were outside (Greeks). In Christ, all have access to the 
forgiveness and grace of God the Father. We might add distinctions such as black and white, urban and 
rural, citizen and alien, young and old, lifelong member and newcomer, Republican and Democrat. Any 
such distinctions are not significant or pertinent in our life in Christ. We are one in Christ. 

108. Gentiles become Abraham’s seed as we share Abraham’s faith. Abraham believed the promise 
of the covenant in Christ; we believe the fulfillment of the covenant in Christ. Paul was making the point 
that it is neither obedience to nor disregard of ceremonial laws that makes us Christians; it is faith in 
Christ as our Savior (see Galatians 5:6). In Romans, Paul used the picture of Gentiles as branches of a 
wild olive tree now grafted into God’s domesticated olive tree (see Romans 11:17–24). Paul’s picture is 
helpful. It says that both the natural branches and the grafted branches find their nourishment in the soil of 
God’s grace. 

109. Pagan religions had gods playing at being humans or animals. Paul’s words describe God’s 
commitment to rescue us by becoming one of us. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (see 
John 1; Hebrews 2:14–15). “Born of woman” establishes the true human nature that was taken on by the 
Son of God, who nevertheless remained true God as well (see the Nicene Creed). As true man, Jesus was 
“under the law,” required to obey the moral law (Ten Commandments) and, as a Jew, to carry out the 
requirements of the ceremonial law. Ask your group, “How did Jesus show He was serious about His 
responsibilities as a man living ‘under the law’?” He actively loved His Father (Luke 22:39–44) and His 
fellow men (Mark 1:40–41); He willingly complied with the ceremonial law (Luke 4:16; 22:14–15). 

110. Jesus freed us from the curse of the Law by taking our sin and guilt on Himself and atoning for 
them by accepting their consequences in our stead (Matthew 27:46). He also freed us from the deadening 
compulsion of the Law as a way to life with God. He did this by His invitation to look to Him in faith to 
find new life with Him in full assurance of salvation (see John 3:15; Romans 3:19–28).  

111. As representative of all mankind, God’s Son lived a human life of full obedience to His 
Father’s will—for us. Through faith, we receive God’s gift of righteousness because Jesus has fulfilled 
the Law in our place, and though He was sinless, He bought our freedom by taking the punishment that 
we deserve for our sinful disregard of the Law. We are fully free from the requirements of the ceremonial 
law, the purposes of which were fulfilled when Christ came (see Colossians 2:16–17). We are also free 
from a wrong opinion about the Law—that we are saved by obeying the Commandments, since, of, 
course, it is impossible for us to always and invariably obey them. But we are not free from a right 
opinion about the Law—that God’s Commandments instruct us in a way of life that will be good for us 
and good for others and that will glorify Him. We are freed in Christ to become “slaves of righteousness” 
and to do all we can to live a Christian life that is beyond reproach (see Romans 6:16–18). 

112. Our full rights as God’s adopted sons and daughters include enjoying true self-worth and 
confidence as we know we are God’s beloved children at all times, even when we fall and fail. Being 
God’s sons and daughters encourages us to do our best to live accordingly, for God’s Spirit lives in us. 
More than that, though, our status as heirs includes a share in the inheritance of eternal life in our Father’s 
home and the right to fully receive the love that the Father has for His children. To be an heir means to be 
given to, and in our case, the One doing the giving has no end to His gifts. 

113. Abba is the Aramaic word by which Jesus addressed His Father in heaven. It has found its way 
into the native languages of all Christians. Abba ho Pater was possibly a formula in common use in the 
Church of Paul’s day, bringing the Aramaic Abba and the Greek Pater together. When we say “Abba, 
Father,” we come to Him with all the confidence of dear children coming to their dear father. 
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114. The end result of elevation to full sonship and daughterhood is that we are heirs of eternal life 
in Christ. 
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Lesson 8 

Proper 8 
Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, 

graft into our hearts the love of Your name and nourish us with all 
goodness that we may love and serve our neighbor; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 9:51–62 
115. Jesus’ rebuke of James and John and rejection of their suggestion reminds us that the kingdom 

of God is a kingdom of grace. Its influence in the lives of people is established by love. It is promoted not 
by human pressure and force, but by the convincing power of the Spirit in the Good News of Jesus. We 
are not to try to force people into the Church, nor are we to forcibly oppose those who reject and work 
against the Church. We are not to fight fire with fire, but are to overcome evil with good (see Romans 
12:17–21). 

Jesus appears to be insensitive to the three volunteers and their desires, but this section is recorded to 
show the urgency of a decisive commitment to discipleship. 

116. Jesus evidently was concerned that the enthusiastic volunteer, whom Matthew identifies as a 
scribe (Matthew 8:19), had wrong expectations and that like the seed falling on shallow, rocky soil, he 
would fall away when he found that following Jesus would not bring enjoyment of comfort and plenty, 
but would require self-denial and sacrifice. 

117. Jesus was urging him to order his priorities and to recognize the compelling urgency of the 
Kingdom call.  

118. We sometimes have to make a clean break with the past to avoid being entangled again with 
what was close to our heart before Jesus became our Lord. You cannot plow a straight line if you are 
always looking behind you instead of at a goal ahead of you. 

The general principles behind Jesus’ interaction with the three men are stated even more pointedly 
elsewhere. (Count the cost of discipleship—Luke 14:25–33. Do not delay your commitment because of 
other relationships—Matthew 10:37. Discipleship requires a forward look, avoiding distractions of the 
past—Philippians 3:12–14.) We are not told how these men reacted to Jesus’ words or whether they 
ended up as His followers and workers. They are in the Gospel account, so Jesus’ words to them will lead 
us to do some soul-searching in regard to our own discipleship. 

The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 19:9b–21 
It’s not hard to see ourselves in Elijah’s vacillation. But we are encouraged by the fact that the Lord 

did not just give up on Elijah. He nourished him and then came to him personally to help him work 
through his bitterness and depression. He will not give up on us either when we are down and full of 
doubts. 
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119. To be told to stand on the mount before the Lord was very significant to Elijah. The mount was 
Mount Horeb (Sinai), the mount of God. Before Elijah, only Moses had been invited by the Lord to stand 
before Him on the mountain. Then, Moses was given the Law, both the moral law and the ceremonial 
law, by which the Lord would guide Israel in their relationship with Him through Moses. Now Elijah was 
invited to stand before the Lord and hear the Lord reveal His plans for Israel and for him.  

120. The wind that tore the mountain, the earthquake, and the fire were symbols of acting with 
power and judgment, which Elijah, in his disappointment and depression over his “failure” in Israel, was 
hoping the Lord would do. That the Lord was not in the wind, the earthquake, or the fire, and that the 
sound of a low whisper followed says that the Lord was not ready to give up on Israel. Instead, He would 
continue to deal with them in a still, small voice of love. 

121. That Elijah repeated the same complaint indicated either that he had missed the point or that he 
was not ready to bend his will to the Lord’s. But the Lord did not just dismiss Elijah. Instead, He gave 
Elijah commands for his future ministry and assured him that some changes would be made—and that 
Elijah would have a part in it.  

122. That the Lord willed some sweeping changes in the political scene of the day shows Him not 
just as the low whisper of love but also as one who exerts sovereign power over people and nations. In 
His holiness, He acts with decisive judgment when that is called for. The Lord strengthened Elijah not 
only with the assurance of His inner presence with Elijah within the circumstances, but also with the 
assurance that He had power to change the circumstances themselves. We, too, may be reassured that the 
Lord has the power to do what it takes to live up to His promises to us. Explore for yourself the Scriptures 
that tell of His predicted judgments coming true: 2 Kings 2:23–25; 8:7–15; 9:6–8, 20–27 and 10:1, 5–11. 

Jesus picked up the “remnant theme” with His “Many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 
22:14). In Romans, Paul spoke of the believing Jews as the remnant, the few who were ready to enter the 
Kingdom by grace. The concept of the remnant remains significant for us when we see the Church 
becoming a minority in our secular society and when we see the orthodox faith threatened even within the 
Church. 

123. Elisha evidently was from a wealthy family. He was at work in the fields, supervising the 
plowing. Twelve plows were in action, pulled by twelve yokes of oxen, with Elisha probably driving one 
of the teams himself. 

124. Elisha asked permission to go say goodbye to his parents, but then used the occasion to 
slaughter his team of oxen and burn the yoke and plow to cook the meat for those he was leaving behind. 
This “farewell party” was a decisive act, akin to burning his bridges behind him. 

125. Elisha’s request to go to kiss his parents goodbye is an obvious tie to the volunteer in the 
Gospel. Elisha’s request, however, was accompanied by decisive action to follow Elijah. 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
126. The yoke of slavery about which Paul was warning the Galatians was their giving in to the 

pressure of the Judaizers to be circumcised and obey ceremonial laws. This involved them in more than 
just pleasing men by agreeing to do what they wanted. It implied that they were agreeing that 
circumcision was needed to make them complete Christians, that it was necessary for salvation, as the 
Judaizers were teaching, while in truth, this belief was a denial of the free gift of salvation in Christ. Any 
“Jesus plus” requirement becomes such a yoke. For example: To be a real Christian, you must believe in 
Jesus plus be in church every Sunday; serve as an officer in the church; tithe; be baptized by immersion; 
go to Holy Communion at least four times a year; speak in tongues; and so on. Each of these in itself may 
be a helpful aspect of Christian discipleship, but if made a requirement in order to be a “real Christian,” it 
detracts from our confidence in salvation by grace through faith. 

127. Paul qualified his “stand firm” in freedom with “do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh.” Remember, it was a desire for unlimited freedom that prompted the original sin and infected 
humanity with our sinful nature in the first place. This qualification is always a necessary concern 
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because our sinful nature is always ready to abuse freedom through lawlessness and licentiousness. The 
world around us says that reckless freedom is really living, and we are tempted to agree, but Scripture 
warns and Christian experience confirms that indulging our sinful natures in that kind of “freedom” just 
places us back into slavery to sin. 

128. The antidote to the poison of the self-serving, sinful nature is the selfless, sinless nature of 
Christ, which is ours through Baptism into His death. We are thus set free to “through love serve one 
another.” The Greek text uses the word douleuete for “serve.” It carries the weight of our being ready to 
be one another’s willing slaves. We learn to love and to not gratify the desires of the sinful nature as we 
walk in the Spirit—continually receiving forgiving, renewing love from Christ and recognizing that we 
belong to Him as His willing slaves.  

129. When we are led by the Spirit, it is no longer laws and rules that motivate our Christian 
behavior. Instead of service being a begrudged obligation, it becomes a privilege, a service joyfully 
offered to Christ.  

130. We deal with the reality of our sinfulness and sinning by remembering that we live day by day 
under the grace of Christ. When we fall into sin because of our sinful nature, we are forgiven. Our daily 
faults and failings do not break our relationship with Jesus. The Greek prassontes means “practicing,” or 
“living in.” Deliberately walking in sin and persistently practicing the acts of the sinful nature as a 
lifestyle says no to Jesus and His Spirit and breaks relationship with Him. It closes the door to life in the 
kingdom of God and requires a conscientious, deliberate repentance (see 1 John 2:1–6).  

131. Paul’s “against such things there is no law” says more than just “there’s no law against being 
good.” Kata, translated “against,” may also mean “in regard to.” Paul is saying, “In regard to the fruit of 
the Spirit, there is no law.” In a Christian’s discipleship, it is not the Law that motivates or guides the 
expression of the Spirit’s fruit. Rather, these fruits grow in response to the love of Christ and take on 
many “flavors.” We Christians are free to serve our Lord as we are led by the Spirit and the desires of our 
new nature.  

132. By faith, our sinful nature has been crucified with Christ. We are freed forever from the 
consequences of its passions and desires (see Romans 7:14–8:4). But in the area of Christian discipleship, 
we all know this is an ongoing struggle. We must walk in the Spirit and depend on His grace and power 
to become in daily discipleship what He has already made us through faith in Jesus (see Romans 12:1–2). 
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Lesson 9 

Proper 9 
Almighty God, You have built Your Church on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone. 
Continue to send Your messengers to preserve Your people in true 

peace that, by the preaching of Your Word, Your Church may be kept 
free from all harm and danger; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 10:1–20 
133. Jesus’ sending out seventy-two with the same mission, orders, and assurances as the Twelve 

combines with other sections of Scripture to remind us that the mission of the Church is the responsibility 
of all Christians and not just a select few (see 1 Peter 2:9–10; Acts 8:4). There is a synergy, an increase of 
spiritual energy, when people work together on a mission. Working as a team provides support, 
encouragement, and accountability. 

134. Jesus urged prayer for workers because He, after all, is the one who calls and sends workers 
and because when you pray about the harvest, you more readily see yourself as one of the workers He is 
calling and sending. Thus you yourself become one of Jesus’ answers to your prayer (see 2 Corinthians 
5:18–21). Jesus warned His representatives that they would go out among “wolves.” The world is 
generally not friendly to the Christian message or to the messenger. But Jesus’ representatives may 
remain lambs among wolves. He, their Shepherd, will care for them and protect them even when they are 
surrounded by wolves. They may continue to be lambs and not try to turn themselves into lions. Taking 
no money or provisions or extra sandals would indicate to them that they were fully dependent on Jesus to 
provide for their needs. That they should accept the daily supply of their needs from the ones they were 
serving indicated that what they were bringing to people was of great value. Even casual greetings of that 
day were long and effusive. Politeness required a lengthy conversation if the other person wanted it. 
Jesus’ representatives were to know the urgency of the mission. They didn’t have time for just sociability. 

135. A man who was not a man of peace would not really value and accept the message Jesus’ 
representatives were bringing, even though he might have extended the conventional courtesy of an 
invitation into his home. 

136. Moving around instead of staying where they were first invited might have insulted their hosts 
and implied that they were selfishly looking for better arrangements and more luxurious accommodations. 
They were to receive gladly whatever lodgings the Lord provided for them. 

137. Still today, the Church is to proclaim the kingdom of God through the Gospel of Jesus and to 
display His kingdom also in concern for people’s physical needs (see Acts 2:42–47). We are not to focus 
just on a “social Gospel,” but the social implications of the Gospel, the Christian love and concern to 
which it calls us, may not be ignored. 
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138. Wiping off the dust was a statement that they were taking nothing away from that town. 
Leaving even the dust there said pointedly that they had been there and that their message had been 
proclaimed there. In comparing towns that reject His representatives to Sodom, Jesus was stating the 
principle that greater privilege means greater accountability. 

139. Jesus’ words give us the assurance that we are representing Him, and He will be at work 
through us. It means we can count on Him, for it is not we who turn the hearts of people to faith and 
salvation, nor is rejection by them just a rejection of us. His words make us responsible to represent Jesus 
faithfully by proclaiming the Law-and-Gospel message of His Word that He has commissioned us to 
bring. 

As Jesus received the reports of the seventy-two, He did not just congratulate them on their 
successes. He talked about their experience in the context of the full victory over Satan that He was 
bringing to completion through His saving work—a victory that they were already enjoying by faith and 
were participating in as they carried out the mission He assigned to them. Every individual who is 
brought to faith through the Gospel is part of that victory. 

140. Jesus put the experience into perspective for them by urging them to focus more on what they 
had received from Him than on what they had been able to do for Him. For our efforts to be successful 
finally depends on Him, so He gets the glory. We quickly learn that our efforts are not always successful, 
but even when they are not, we ourselves always have the assurance of His love. The primary mission of 
the Church is always to tell people how they may have their names written in heaven. 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 66:10–14 
Take time to read Isaiah 65:17–25 in class. It helps to give us the eschatological, “end-times-

fulfillment” feel that we need when we consider Isaiah III. 
141. Isaiah described Jerusalem as giving birth to, nursing, carrying, and dandling the people as a 

mother does her child. 
142. The positive conditions promised for the messianic community were glorious abundance, peace 

like a river, the comfort and security of being cared for and loved, flourishing like the grass, and knowing 
the hand of the Lord in all of this. 

143. These statements brought encouragement to the restoration community, even when they saw 
only their limited fulfillment of Isaiah’s picture in the conditions that they were experiencing in 
Jerusalem. They knew that more blessings were still to come. 

144. Isaiah’s picture of the messianic community speaks to us of joys that are ours in our awareness 
of the Lord’s loving presence with us day by day, but its true fulfillment awaits us when our citizenship in 
the heavenly Jerusalem will be fully realized. 

145. The obvious tie with the Holy Gospel is our rejoicing because our names are written in heaven, 
where we will enjoy conditions like those pictured in this lesson. 

The Epistle for the Day: Galatians 6:1–10, 14–18 
146. Efforts to restore a Christian caught in sin must be gentle and caring because the whole purpose 

is to restore him in repentance and faith, not to cut him off from fellowship. These efforts must be 
approached in an attitude of humility, fully aware of our own sinful natures. Those who think “It can’t 
happen to me” are sometimes surprised by how easily it does happen (see 1 Corinthians 10:12). 

147. The “law of Christ” is His new commandment: love one another. Fulfilling this law of love 
requires, first of all, that we know and live under the love of Christ ourselves. We learn to love because 
He first loved us. Then we may make ourselves available to one another in time of need and help others 
carry the burdens life places on them. 

148. In the Upper Room, Jesus was the classic example of humility and service that grows out of 
self-awareness and self-confidence. He knew who He was, so He didn’t have to protect His “image,” but 
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could willingly be the servant of His disciples. True humility is not “Aw, shucks, I can’t do that.” It is 
commitment to denying self in service in Jesus’ name as a child of God. This allows us to get beyond a 
self-consciousness that keeps us from trying and doing. 

149. When Christians take pride or boast in themselves in being children of God through His grace 
in Christ and see that as a result, we are called to serve in many ways, we really are thanking, praising, 
and glorifying Him, not ourselves. He’s the one who has given us—and enables us in—this privileged 
relationship in Christ. Comparing yourself with someone else easily leads to self-congratulation, pride, 
and putting the other person down in order to make yourself look good. On the other hand, comparisons 
with others may also lead to stultifying depression and low self-image when their accomplishments and 
successes exceed yours or are exaggerated in your mind. Instead of making comparisons, we need to 
make honest assessments of ourselves and of the gifts God gives us and then use them to His glory and 
the benefit of others (see Romans 12). 

150. We are to be available to help bear the various burdens of others, but there are some loads (the 
Greek phortion refers to a soldier’s pack) that each must carry and accept responsibility for himself, 
without thinking that others will be able to carry them for him. No one can believe in and follow Jesus for 
us; no one can live in the fellowship of the Church on our behalf. 

151. Advantages: educated in theology; professional skills; availability; energies devoted to the 
assigned calling. Disadvantages: authoritarianism; institutionalized approaches; “let the preacher/teacher 
do it.” 

152. Those in the family of God with us deserve a special place of priority in our concern because 
they have already received the gift of Christ’s death for them and His calling to be His own, just as we 
have. They are our brothers and sisters in Christ. (See 1 Timothy 5:3–8, and expand his words to the 
larger family of the Church.)  

153. It can be hard to carry out the day-by-day struggle against the sinful nature. Sowing to please 
the Spirit requires continuing effort and vigilance (see Philippians 2:12–13). We are renewed for this 
ongoing effort as we continually remember and rehearse what the Lord did to win the victory for us. We 
surely are encouraged as we are assured that all we do for Him is not just temporary, but has eternal 
dimensions (see 1 Corinthians 15:58). 

Fill-in answer: Paul accused the Judaizers of being guilty of self-serving motives in their 
contending for circumcision. By contrast, he, Paul, would boast only in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

154. Jesus and His cross became the whole focus of Paul’s life and mission, the only things in which 
he would boast. No longer a proud Pharisee, Paul’s identity became an apostle of Jesus Christ, and 
because of his sufferings for the sake of the Gospel, he said, “I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.” “A 
new creation” signifies rebirth to a new relationship with God in Christ and a new mission for all of life. 
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Lesson 10 

Proper 10 
Lord Jesus Christ, in Your deep compassion You rescue us from whatever 

may hurt us. Teach us to love You above all things and to love 
our neighbors as ourselves; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 10:25–37 
The theologian’s question was natural and logical because it asked (emphasis added), “What shall I 

do to inherit eternal life?” Law-based religion always approaches God in that way, and Judaism itself had 
lost much of its “covenant of grace” character and had become hardened into a legalistic system.  

155. Legalists generally soften or modify the great spiritual principles of “love God” and “love your 
neighbor.” Somehow they have to make the Law of God accommodate their imperfect and selective 
performance. It’s the only way they can live with their system. They want the Law to say just “Try your 
best.” They want a law system that approves merely outward performance. Jesus’ “do this” made this man 
fully aware that he did not do it consistently and that he didn’t have the pure heart that a fully spiritual 
obedience would require, so he squirmed and “justified” himself. Faults and failings are always more 
obvious to us on the horizontal level than on the vertical. The man could see his shortcomings mainly in 
his not loving his neighbor as himself. “Who is my neighbor?” was an attempt to justify picking and 
choosing who it was that he felt was worthy of his love. Rabbinical tradition had done that. It said, “Love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.” As we consider this Holy Gospel, we have to know that Jesus’ 
parable indicts all of us too, when we in our own ways avoid our responsibility to be active in Christian 
love by asking, “Who is my neighbor?” 

156. You would expect a priest and a Levite, both of whose lives were devoted to the service of the 
Lord, to put into practice the Law they knew and were dedicated to. The expert in the Law, a religious 
man, surely would relate to them as he listened to the parable. But these religious men avoided getting 
involved. On the other hand, Samaritans were despised by the Jews. Jews felt justified in not helping 
Samaritans. To have a Samaritan help a needy Jew and be the hero of the story hit hard. 

157. Today Jesus might tell a story about a preacher and an elder of a suburban church not getting 
involved with helping a needy down-and-outer, while a person from the inner city becomes the hero. 

158. Jesus frequently used this technique when He was approached by those who wanted to trip Him 
into saying something they could argue with or condemn Him for. For the expert in the Law himself to 
have to identify the one who was being a neighbor sharpened the point of the parable for him. Our talking 
about involvement and non-involvement and couching Jesus’ story in modern terms does the same for us. 

159. Jesus changed the man’s “Who is my neighbor?” into “Which one was being a neighbor?” The 
man’s question looks at others to see if they are worthy; Jesus’ question probes inside us to see if there is 
readiness in us to act lovingly. The priest and the Levite in Jesus’ story were guilty of sins of omission. 
They didn’t do anything wrong—they just didn’t do the right thing that the situation demanded. Jesus’ 
parable says to us that also in our lives, it is generally the sins of omission—what we don’t want to get 
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involved in—that keep us from lives that truly please God. The opposite of love is not always hatred; 
often it is just indifference or apathy. Jesus’ story about Judgment Day focuses attention on His judgment 
of what people did not do. Love for God has to be more than words and praise and thanks; it must be 
expressed in active love for those around us (see 1 John 3:16–18). The more serious we are about 
Christian discipleship, the more we see that it is in the area of sins of omission that the greater challenge 
is found. 

160. Jesus’ interaction with this expert in the Law made the man recognize that he was not satisfying 
the demands of the Law that he could quote so glibly. We, too, know that good works will not save us. 
But good works are the Spirit-motivated response to Christ’s love for us. They are not optional; they are 
God’s intention for us as Jesus lives and works in us (see Ephesians 2:8–10). “The love of Christ controls 
us” (2 Corinthians 5:14). Something is wrong if faith is not being expressed in love (see Galatians 5:6; 
James 2:14–18). Also, it is through the love that we share with others that they see the love of Christ 
working in us. Showing love is a way of showing the One whose love motivates our caring actions.  

161. We can show active love to friends and neighbors by going out of our way to be there for them 
with our time and energy and, if appropriate, our money to help in times of need. We can also show love 
by bringing them to church and pointing to the One who is the source of all love. 

162. We can love and help the world’s homeless and needy with whom we don’t come into personal 
contact by encouraging governmental programs to assist them and by generously supporting the 
ministries of Christian agencies who do this on our behalf in the Lord’s name. Try increasing your 
Christian giving by another 1 percent of your income, and devote that percent to Christian world relief 
and social ministry programs. LCMS World Relief and Lutheran World Relief are avenues for this. 
Always and for everyone, we can show active love by praying for our friends, our neighbors, our 
enemies, and all those in need. 

The Old Testament Lesson: Leviticus 18:1–5; 19:9–18 
163. The Lord’s rules and statutes would have their impact on the people only when they were 

understood in the context of Yahweh, their God, who had made His covenant with Abraham and his 
descendants, who had rescued the people of Israel from centuries of slavery in Egypt, and who had led 
them to the Promised Land. Their knowing Yahweh let them see themselves always in relation to 
Yahweh, as His chosen people. (After dealing with this question, ask your group, “In what context do we 
Christians obey our Lord’s rules and statutes?” We do so in the context of the cross of Christ.) 

164. The Lord’s concern for the poor and the sojourner was to be reflected in not harvesting a field 
to its edges, not gleaning the field, and not stripping a vineyard bare or picking up fallen grapes. Not 
stealing or dealing falsely, not lying and covering it with a false oath, and not holding the wages of a hired 
servant over until morning all also fit into this concern. 

165. The handicapped are often made the butt of jokes. Cursing a deaf man because he is 
inconveniencing you or putting a stumbling block before a blind man would probably be a matter of 
setting them up to be made fun of because of their handicaps. 

166. Justice under the Law demands the same law for all and its impassionate application to all. 
Having one law and application of law for the poor and another for the rich means that a society is not 
ruled by law, but by prejudice. 

167. Slanderous words destroy life by ruining a good reputation and are as deadly to a person’s 
position and possibilities in society as are careless actions that endanger his life. 

168. The Lord’s holiness code commanded, “You shall not hate your brother in your heart,” “You 
shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge . . . but you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

169. Loving your neighbor as yourself calls on you to value him and want the best for him, just as 
you value yourself and want the best for yourself. The love God has for us He has also for our neighbor, 
and He assigns us responsibility for our neighbor’s welfare. Helping in time of need is an obvious 
responsibility. But bringing loving admonition and frank warning against wrongdoing also applies since it 
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makes the brother or neighbor responsible for himself and clears us of silent complicity in his 
wrongdoing. Love does not just mind its own business; it acts to help as needed, and it speaks a frank 
word of admonition when that is needed. There is to be no limit to the love we show for our neighbor. 

The Epistle for the Day: Colossians 1:1–14 
170. Paul said their faith and love came into their Christian life “because of the hope laid up for you 

in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel.” Anticipating eternal life in 
His presence encourages us to trust in the Lord for guidance and help, and it stimulates our readiness to 
love and serve one another. 

171. The Colossians surely rejoiced to hear that the Gospel they believed was bringing new life to 
others elsewhere. It said to them that they were not isolated or unique as Christians, but were part of a 
larger body. This provided its own validation of their faith and encouragement to discipleship. We still 
rejoice to hear missionaries and read their reports as they tell what the Lord is doing through the power of 
the Gospel in other parts of the world. 

172. Paul prayed that they would be filled with the knowledge of the will of God, which would lead 
them to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord. Walking in a manner worthy of the Lord is a life that is 
consistent with the faith and hope that we profess, a life that glorifies Christ as our Savior and Lord. The 
qualities of this Christian lifestyle include bearing fruit in every good work as we love and serve those 
around us and elsewhere in their need, increasing in the knowledge of God through Word and Sacrament, 
being strengthened with all power by God for all endurance and patience, giving thanks joyfully to the 
Father, and having assurance of sharing in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 

173. Our continuing assurance as we live day by day in our Lord’s kingdom is our “redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.”  
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Lesson 11 

Proper 11 
O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing 
needful that by Your Word and Spirit we may live according to Your 
will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 10:38–42 
174. Today we would hear Martha say something like “carry her weight” or just “do her share.” 
175. At face value, Martha’s complaint was very reasonable. We probably would react the same way 

toward an idealist who wasn’t contributing anything to the practical needs of the moment. Martha 
probably expected Jesus to say something like “Oh, Martha, don’t bother yourself so much for Me” and 
then indicate to Mary that she should indeed help her. 

176. Jesus was teaching Martha—and us—to order priorities in life. Even good things and loving 
activities are not to take us away from better things such as our opportunities to hear and learn the Word 
of God. Ask yourself, “What would be missing if preparations such as Martha was making were not 
completed?” Follow that with “What would be missing if the Lord’s teaching were not given full 
attention?”  

177. The parable of the Good Samaritan is the classic teaching that life in Christ expresses itself in 
love for others, not just in the right religious words and forms. However, this can be pushed to such an 
extreme that “what we do” virtually takes the place of “what we believe” and easily becomes a works-
righteousness approach. The story of Martha and Mary corrects such activism and calls us back to a 
quietism in which we immerse ourselves in the Good News of Christ and His Word. It reminds us that 
there is only one thing that we need more than anything else. 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 18:1–14 
178. The stranger got Abraham’s attention by asking about Sarah by name—her new name. It was 

the Lord who had changed her name only a short time before, and for this impressive stranger to know it 
revealed to Abraham that it was the Lord who was visiting him. Changing their names had asserted again 
the Lord’s ownership of them. 

179. The Lord promised that within a year, Sarah would give birth to a son. This was different from 
the previous promises of the seed because it gave a specific time frame for its fulfillment.  

180. Sarah, the focus of the promise, Sarah, the old woman, showed by her reaction how difficult it 
was for Abraham and Sarah to believe this promise. Humanly speaking, it was impossible! The Lord 
patiently gave them both another sign to encourage their faith: He showed that He heard Sarah’s reaction, 
and He repeated the promise with a specific time frame. The Lord still tests the faith of His children at 
times when, in His providential care, He allows difficulties to come into our life experience or when our 
good goals, even goals related to His glory and the expansion of His kingdom, are slow to be realized. 
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Your group may be willing to share specific situations in which they have experienced this. Be ready to 
make your own contribution. 

181. Possible ties to the Holy Gospel include hospitality toward guests in your home and listening 
attentively and faithfully to the Lord’s Word and promises. 

The Epistle for the Day: Colossians 1:21–29 
Fill-in answers: Paul told the Colossian Christians, “You, who once were alienated and hostile in 

mind, doing evil deeds, He now has reconciled in His body of flesh by His death, in order to present you 
holy and blameless and above reproach before Him.” Call attention to “in His body of flesh by His 
death.” These words were aimed at Colossian false teachers who had disturbed the faith of the Christians 
with Gnostic views, which denied that Jesus was fully the God-man, whose suffering and death on our 
behalf won forgiveness and new life for us. 

Paul was reminding them that before the Good News came to them, their sinful minds were hostile 
to God. Christians who have known Jesus all their lives have a hard time relating to Paul’s words. But our 
sinful natures still assert themselves strongly and frequently enough that we have to know the truth: we 
are by nature sinful, alienated, and even hostile toward God. Christ rescued us by giving Himself in 
atonement for our sins. In Him, God declares us to be sinless and holy. One Christian understood this and 
said, “Being a Christian keeps me from being myself.” Reconciled to God, we have new life in Him. We 
love Him who first loved us. 

182. As Christians, we continue to sin, and we have to live with that awareness. But we know that 
our falling into sin does not make God change His mind about us, nor need it build an enmity in us 
toward Him. We know we may repent of our sin and love Him because we know His loving forgiveness 
in Christ. We know God is not a harsh judge of our sins and shortcomings. They do not make Him turn 
away. He is a loving Father who picks us up, brushes us off with His forgiveness, and puts us again on the 
path of righteousness. We know we are no more deserving of God’s grace in Christ than others, so we 
rejoice when the Good News is proclaimed also to them in their need. We implement that Good News as 
we forgive and accept and love those around us. Paul said, “If indeed you continue in the faith, stable and 
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard.” Paul urged them to base their 
reconciliation on Christ, not on any self-developed “super-spirituality” that the false teachers were 
promoting. Our big “if” today as American Christians appears to be more a problem of attachment to a 
materialistic world that would make us indifferent to Christ and His call to a life of faith and to serious 
discipleship (see 1 Timothy 6:6–10). 

183. The Gospel was brought to Colossae from Ephesus during Paul’s three-year ministry there. It 
was an arduous ministry, with the threat of danger from his opponents (see Acts 19:23–20:1). Paul’s 
statement simply means that he was and would in the future suffer for the sake of the Gospel of Christ 
that he was sharing. Christ’s sacrifice for our sins did the complete and full work for our salvation. The 
Church and its leaders experience such attendant affliction because Jesus Himself is at work in them and 
through them. Jesus warned that the world that hates and rejects Him will also hate and reject those who 
represent Him faithfully. Jesus’ purpose in allowing this suffering is to draw His representatives always 
closer to Him in daily dependence on Him, in awareness of His presence, and in assurance of His ultimate 
victory. 

184. A steward serves the will of another (see Matthew 20:25–28). Paul described his basic 
responsibility as “to make the word of God fully known.” Paul always organized the Church to carry out 
that basic purpose. The mystery hidden for ages but now disclosed to the saints was the mystery of God’s 
gracious outreach to the Gentiles through Christ and His incorporating them into the Body of Christ 
simply by faith, reconciling them to Him in love. “Mystery,” “wisdom,” “Christ in you,” and “mature” 
were terms the false teachers were using, drawn from the Greek philosophical “mystery religions.” Paul 
gave them their Gospel thrust. The Gospel is always a mystery because it is the “unreasonable” Good 
News of God offering Himself as the atoning sacrifice for our sins, freeing us from their deadly burden 
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through pure grace. The Colossian Christians were evidence of the power and truth of the Gospel as the 
Spirit led them to their resounding yes of faith, hope, and love—evidence of both their being in Christ and 
Christ being in them. The result of Paul’s ministry was his being able to present all to whom he brought 
the Gospel “mature in Christ.” He did not want them to just drink the milk of the Gospel, but to also chew 
on the challenges of discipleship! 

185. Stewardship from God has been given to the pastors of congregations—both by God calling the 
pastor into the ministry and by the congregation calling him to be their pastor. The pastor is responsible to 
both God and the people he serves to make the Word of God fully known, the mystery of Christ in you. 
The result of his stewardship is to be that the people under his care grow in grace and the knowledge of 
Jesus and attain maturity in their faith and in their Christian discipleship. All members have a part in this 
as they take responsibility for themselves, participate in the congregation’s worship, listen thoughtfully to 
sermons, study the Word in Bible classes and in their homes, and grow toward being able to fill 
responsible positions of teaching and other service in the life of the congregation. A pastor is Christ’s gift 
to the Church to equip the members for their works of ministry. (See Ephesians 4:11–12.) 



 

Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 

98 

Lesson 12 

Proper 12 
O Lord, let Your merciful ears be attentive to the prayers of Your servants, 

and by Your Word and Spirit teach us how to pray that our petitions 
may be pleasing before You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 11:1–13 
186. The Lord’s Prayer suggests that our prayers should be brief and to the point—real 

communications, not lengthy, wandering, flowery orations (see Matthew 6:7–8).  
187. Jesus’ inviting us to call God our Father in prayer takes knowing God as a loving Father 

beyond just a concept to be taught and understood to a relationship to be practiced in prayer. 
188. It is essential that we learn to forgive others because refusing to forgive blocks God’s forgiving 

love from us and hinders sincere worship. It places the focus on us and our hurts and complaints, not on 
the heavenly Father and His Son and their will for us (see Matthew 5:23–24). We learn to forgive others 
as we focus on the fact that we need God’s forgiveness daily—and that we receive it freely through His 
grace in Christ. Consciously turning all thoughts of revenge over to God and actively pursuing what will 
be good for those who have hurt us is part of the dynamic of overcoming evil with good. 

189. Jesus’ illustration says, “If this neighbor who was not inclined to help ended up doing so 
because of the man’s persistence, how much more should we persistently cry out to our heavenly Father, 
knowing that He is fully inclined to help?” We need encouragement to ASK because we are living in a 
“cause and effect” world, and we usually look for natural solutions to our problems instead of turning 
them over to God. The ancient formula, however, is correct: Ora et labora—“Pray and work.” Luther 
wrote that God wore “masks” as He solved problems through human agency. Prayer reminds us that 
God’s hand is in all of it. 

190. Jesus says even faulty human fathers don’t give their children things that will not be helpful, so 
surely we can count on our heavenly Father, who knows just what we need, to give us what will be good 
for us (see Romans 8:31–32). This encourages us to make “Thy will be done” our overarching petition 
and to say it confidently and joyfully. It has been said that “Thy will be done” is the perfect, most 
effective prayer.  

191. God wants nothing more than to give us His Holy Spirit, for it is through the regenerating 
power of the Holy Spirit that we are able to live in a new relationship with Him. We continually pray for 
the Holy Spirit so that we may grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus and so that He may produce 
His fruit in us (see Galatians 5:22–23). 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 18:17–33 
192. Abraham was especially interested in the fate of Sodom because his nephew Lot had chosen to 

live near Sodom and by that time, probably lived in the city itself. 
193. Sodom comes to us in the word sodomy. Sodomy is copulation with a member of the same sex 

or with an animal, or noncoital copulation with a member of the opposite sex. 
194. Abraham’s primary concern may have been for Lot and his family, but he expressed his 

concern in terms of the importance for the Judge of all the earth to be doing what is right by not sweeping 
away the righteous with the wicked. Though Lot had shown spiritual immaturity and indifference in 
choosing to live in Sodom, Abraham still numbered him among the righteous. The Bible does indicate 
that God’s attitudes and actions toward sinful societies are influenced and tempered by His love for those 
who are His. When Christians are ready to be Christ’s salt, God’s patience gives them opportunity to be a 
preservative. Just as an individual’s continued willful rebellion against God’s will leads him deeper into 
sinful expressions of depravity and hardening of heart, also societies can be caught up in attitudes of self-
determination and permissiveness that lead to greater wickedness—sometimes practiced in the guise of 
“enlightenment.” Seared or deadened consciences no longer function as they should. In such situations, 
the whole becomes worse than the sum of its parts. That had become Sodom’s moral condition. 

195. We surely are not to see every natural calamity as God’s specific judgment against specific 
sins, but human sin has touched the creation itself and caused it to be “out of sync” so that its powers are 
sometimes destructive. Natural calamities are a reminder that our sin has affected the natural world in 
which we live (see John 9:1–3; Romans 8:19–22). 

196. The worst judgment God can impose on a decadent society is to give it over to its sin and let it 
sink deeper and deeper into immoralities and perversions that will degrade the society more and more. 
The principle is this: the Law is self-executive; sin, finally, becomes its own punishment. It’s true of 
individuals as well as societies. As Christians, we need to be aware of the deadening influence of willful 
sin on our relationship with our Lord and Savior. 

197. When we see our society sinking into godlessness and moral decadence, we can, with God’s 
help (1) avoid being caught up in it personally (2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1); (2) pray for our society and 
especially its leaders (1 Timothy 2:1–4); (3) give consistent examples of Christian living (Philippians 
2:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 4:11–12); and (4) witness to Christ and call others to forgiveness and life in 
Him (1 Peter 3:15–16). But we cannot forcibly make people “Christians.” 

198. This Old Testament Lesson, Abraham’s intercession for the righteous in Sodom, relates to the 
Lord’s instruction in the Holy Gospel to keep on praying. 

The Epistle for the Day: Colossians 2:6–19 
199. They and we are “rooted and built up” in Christ as we continue to hear the Good News in Word 

and Sacrament. The result is that they and we are “established in the faith, and abounding in 
thanksgiving.” 

200. Epaphras brought the Good News from Ephesus to Colossae. Paul’s words gave approval and 
support to the work Epaphras had done. Every pastor wants to hear Jesus say to His members, “Continue 
as you were taught.” 

Fill-in answers: The fill-in-the-blanks exercise underscores the text: He warned the Colossian 
Christians that they were in danger of being led off as captives by a way of thinking that was “empty 
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ.”  

201. “In [Christ] the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” was directly aimed at the philosophically 
based false teaching that threatened the Colossians; it taught that Jesus Christ was not really God, but was 
a subordinate emanation of God. Paul was insistent on the truth of the deity of Jesus Christ because it is at 
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the heart of the Good News. The Good News says that we have been saved by God Himself, in the coming 
of His Son into our flesh and blood to live for us as the representative of man and to die for us in 
atonement for our sins. If Jesus Christ is not truly God, our certainty of salvation becomes uncertainty. 

202. The “circumcision made without hands” is bestowed on us by Christ through Holy Baptism. It 
is a “circumcision” that puts off the sinful nature and gives us new life in the Spirit. This is the only 
passage in the New Testament to relate Christian Baptism to the Old Testament’s circumcision so clearly. 

203. In Baptism, we are buried with Christ—His death for our sins was God’s atoning sacrifice for 
us because He carried our sins in His body. We were there with Him on the cross and in the tomb. In 
Baptism, we are also raised with Christ to new life in the power of the Spirit because Christ rose in 
victory for us. Jesus said, “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). Washing with water cannot 
accomplish this any more than cutting off a foreskin made a baby boy part of the Old Testament 
covenant—except through the power and promise of the Word of God that instituted both rites and gave 
them sacramental effect. Luther teaches us that it is not water that washes away sins and regenerates, “but 
the Word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of 
God in the water” (Small Catechism, Baptism, Third Part). 

204. “And you, who were dead in your trespasses . . . , God made alive” emphasizes that the whole 
process of regeneration through faith in Christ is God’s gracious activity through the Holy Spirit. The 
dynamic that energizes this new life is the Good News that He has “forgiven us all our trespasses.” That 
through the cross, God was “canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands” 
says to us that we are freed from the curse of the Law. Jesus endured the consequences of sin once for all 
and announced, “It is finished”—paid in full. We are no longer under the Law’s deadening obligation; we 
are motivated to joyful new life in Christ by the Gospel. Christ disarmed the rulers and authorities and put 
them to open shame when He rose in victory. This is the point of the Creed’s “He descended into hell”—
He was not going there to suffer, for that was completed on the cross, but to declare His victory.  

205. All of the ceremonial law was intended to exercise the faith of God’s Old Testament people in 
the covenant promise. Paul called it a pedagogue to lead us to Christ (Galatians 3:24–25). It foreshadowed 
His coming to fulfill the promise. The ceremonial laws no longer apply to Christians because “the 
substance belongs to Christ.” Their purpose has been completed. The result for Christians who put their 
faith in such things is that they are disqualified, because they are “not holding fast to the Head.” 

206. Many hollow, deceptive philosophies surround us: humanism (man is at the center, the “master 
of his fate”); existentialism (only the present experience is real; there are no permanent values); 
materialism (“the one with the most toys wins”); hedonism (“if it feels good, do it”); secularism (atheistic 
rejection of God); and, most evident today, a New Age philosophy that combines humanism with a kind 
of spiritism. All generate a self-determination and permissiveness that lead away from Christ.  
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Lesson 13 

Proper 13 
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored 
up for us in heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice 
and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:13–21 
207. All of us can see ourselves in this hardworking, successful man. We all have a concern about 

arranging our affairs in ways that will provide for our needs when we are no longer working. God called 
the man a fool because his plans for the future had centered only on the things he had amassed—and there 
was to be no future for him in which to enjoy them. We can keep from being similarly foolish by not 
letting ourselves just aim at making a living and getting more and better things. Instead, we can 
consciously concentrate on making a life with eternal dimensions—by being rich toward God. 

208. A classic illustration of how desire for things can be deadly to a relationship with God uses a 
silver dollar. Hold this large coin at arm’s length, and it is just a small part of what the eye sees. Draw it 
closer to the eye, and it begins to block out more and more until, when it is right next to the eye, 
everything else is blocked from view; it is the only thing the eye can see. Material things are just part of 
the world God gives us for our enjoyment and blessing, but the closer they get to our hearts, the more 
they block out. When they get to be “the heart’s desire,” they even shut God out. That’s the warning  
1 Timothy gives us and why the Colossians passage calls greed “idolatry.” 

209. St. Francis’s experience as a priest shows that the heart can be very deceitful about 
covetousness. Since covetousness essentially is an attitude of the heart that others cannot see, we may 
easily deny we are guilty of covetousness. 

210. Covetousness is insidious in the way it can gain a hold on a person’s heart. Because we can 
hide its idolatrous attitude from others, we may even fool ourselves into thinking we are free of its 
deadening influence. It is healthful for us to be honest with God and ourselves also regarding this 
materialistic attitude. When we confess our covetousness, God not only forgives us, but by bringing both 
our covetousness and His forgiving love into our consciousness, He helps us work at overcoming it. 

211. Being on guard against covetousness and working at being rich toward God require that we 
take some very practical steps: (1) Believe Jesus is our Savior from all sin, and give His teachings priority 
in life (John 6:66–69). (2) Consciously acknowledge that He is the owner and that we are only the 
managers of our lives (1 Corinthians 4:7; Matthew 25:14–30). (3) Control the focus of our lives 
(Deuteronomy 6:4–9; John 6:27; Matthew 6:33). (4) Be organized and generous in Christian giving 
(1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6–11). (5) Cultivate Christian contentment (Philippians 4:10–14; 
1 Timothy 6:6–10, 17–19). 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 
212. The Preacher’s complaint about man’s work was that no matter how much effort a man has put 

into it and how much it has occupied him day and night, at some point the benefits of his work are going 
to be left to someone else when the man dies. 

213. The only viable solution that the Preacher could see was to enjoy the time one is given—eating 
and drinking and working while you can and gaining all the satisfaction in work from the hand of God 
that it can give. 

214. Eating, drinking, and working cannot bring lasting satisfaction because the time inevitably 
comes when a person’s life ends. In a relationship with God, however, there is enjoyment of life and work 
as His gifts to us. And in His promise of continued life beyond this brief earthly lifetime, there is the gift 
of hope that relieves and overcomes the sense of the vanity of life (see 1 Corinthians 15:54–58; 
Revelation 14:13). 

215. This Old Testament Lesson ties in with today’s Holy Gospel in pointing up the vanity of the 
life of the rich fool in the Gospel, with its focus on bigger barns, storing up goods, and living just to enjoy 
his things. 

The Epistle for the Day: Colossians 3:1–11 
216. Being raised with Christ enables us to focus our hearts and minds on things above and not just 

on earthly things. We aim at seeing Him, His love, His guidance, His influence, in all of life. 
217. That we “have died, and [our] life is hidden with Christ in God” assures us that His 

substitutionary work on our behalf has been fully accomplished and was fully successful. We share in all 
of it—His life, His death, His resurrection, His ascension, His ruling all things at God’s right hand. The 
wonderful assurance is that “when Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in 
glory.” 

Fill-in answers: We are to put to death what is earthly in us: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

218. These characteristics find their expression in attitudes that are ready to take advantage of 
others, to exploit them and use them. Such attitudes and efforts dehumanize both the one who harbors 
them and the one who is exploited by them, and are clearly far from God’s intentions for humanity. 
Societies such as that of Paul’s day and our own think they are freeing the human spirit through 
permissiveness, but really they are encouraging its slavery to the baser inclinations that end up harming 
self and others. That’s why “on account of these the wrath of God is coming.” Covetousness, the desire 
for things, even things that belong to others, makes things “the heart’s desire,” yet “the heart’s desire” is 
precisely what God is supposed to be. 

219. We can’t separate body and spirit, thinking we can indulge the body and not affect the spirit, 
because God is the Creator of both and Christ has redeemed both. The spirit must influence the flesh, or 
the flesh will surely influence the spirit (see Galatians 6:7–10; 1 Corinthians 6:12–20; 1 Thessalonians 
4:3–8).  

Fill-in answers: Paul’s second list of things to be put away as we put on the new self: anger, wrath, 
malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.  

220. The former list has a self-centered thrust—using and exploiting others for selfish satisfaction. 
This list has an outward thrust—a person striking out to hurt others in thought, word, and deed. In the 
end, we surely must recognize that anyone who makes such antagonistic attitudes and actions a part of his 
lifestyle ends up hurting himself more than he hurts others. 

Both putting to death the old self and putting on the new self must take place simultaneously. We 
cannot do either just in our own power. It is in our putting on the new self through faith in Christ that we 
are able to put to death the old earthly self, and it is our putting to death the old earthly self that opens the 
way for the proper expression of the new man in Christ. It’s very important for us to see in all of this that 
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it is God’s power that accomplishes in us both our “being” through faith and our “becoming” in Christian 
living. 

221. That Paul spoke about the putting off and the putting on as having already taken place 
emphasizes that these are God’s gifts to us—won for us through the redemptive work of Jesus. They are 
an accomplished fact. The Holy Spirit is the power. As He regenerates us in Holy Baptism and confirms 
us in faith in Jesus through the Word, Jesus’ redemptive work is fully applied to us. 

222. The regenerating Holy Spirit dwells in us to bring to effect also our “becoming” as we grow in 
grace and the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Luther said, “[Washing with water] indicates that the 
old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil 
desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity 
forever” (Small Catechism, Baptism, Fourth Part). Studying this, a young man said, “My old Adam is a 
good swimmer.” We all know the truth of that. But by the power of the Spirit, we are God’s children 
through faith in Jesus, and by the power of the Spirit, we become God’s children more and more fully in 
daily living. Paul pointed to our Baptism into Christ as the dynamic that identifies us not only with 
Christ’s death for us but also with our rising to newness of life in Him. That we are baptized children of 
God encourages us daily to die to sin and live as baptized children of God should live, to the glory of our 
gracious Father in heaven. 

223. In the society and in the Church of today, Paul perhaps would point to distinctions such as male 
or female, black or white, rich or poor, employed or unemployed, citizen or alien, Lutheran or Catholic, 
and longtime member or newcomer. 
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Lesson 14 

Proper 14 
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your 

people who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by 
faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:22–40 
224. As Luther said in the discussion of the Fourth Petition in his Small Catechism, “daily bread”—

“what you will eat” and “what you will put on”—stands for “everything that has to do with the support 
and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a 
devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, 
good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.” 
Today, we might properly add more things to the list. With His “life is more than . . . ,” Jesus encourages 
us to look beyond temporary material things to see the great, lasting values of relationships—with Him, 
with our families and friends, with our brothers and sisters in Christ, and with our “neighbors.” The birds 
and flowers teach us to recognize God as the supplier of every need and the giver of every good gift and 
lead us to trust Him as Father. 

225. When material things are our great concern, what we seek in life, we become like “the nations,” 
the pagan world who worships the creation instead of the Creator. In Follow Me: Discipleship According 
to Saint Matthew, Martin Franzmann says: “If a man loves things; if he commits himself to laying up 
treasures on earth, to the pursuit and attainment of ‘a decent standard of living’ or ‘the good life,’ he has 
committed his heart to that which perishes—and his heart will perish with the things that fill it. . . . When 
a man wholeheartedly takes things, he cannot any longer take or leave them; he is taken by them, and his 
eternal destiny is determined by them” (pp. 56–57). Jesus’ immediate remedy is for us to remember that 
our “Father knows that [we] need them.” When that is our worldview, we will place ourselves happily 
into His hands and let Him decide what we need and what we don’t need. He is, after all, our heavenly 
Father. As Christians, we may consciously seek His kingdom, His gracious rule in us, and the peace and 
assurance and new concerns and goals that He gives us in Christ, all the while trusting Him to make good 
decisions regarding “these things” we need.  

To see ourselves as Jesus’ “little flock” gives great comfort and encouragement, especially when we 
see the Church as small and often powerless. We may be little, but we are the flock of the Good 
Shepherd. To sense the tenderness in Jesus’ words, think of His assessment of the crowds on another 
occasion (see Matthew 9:35–36). 

226. “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” takes us to Jesus’ cross and empty 
tomb. That’s how much the Father wanted us to have new life in His kingdom, to live as children in His 
family. Life in the Kingdom is His priority for us—and as we receive this gift of grace day by day, it also 
has to be our priority. 
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227. Jesus’ saying “Sell your possessions, and give to the needy” was not a call to a vow of poverty. 
Jesus wanted His disciples to know that they didn’t have to worry about their needs being filled. They had 
the Kingdom and a loving Father, so they could “risk” being generous in supplying the needs of those 
around them (see 2 Corinthians 9:10–11). Christians often say, “You cannot outgive God.” He has given 
us the first and best in Christ, and regarding our response in generous Christian giving and charity, He 
promises us, “Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap” (Luke 6:38). We don’t use this to bargain with God, but as we give 
generously out of love, isn’t it good to experience the truth of His words? We enjoy that here and now as 
Christians, but we also have the pleasure of knowing that service rendered here in His name and to His 
glory will be to His glory and our blessing also in heaven. 

228. These questions are introspective and encourage self-analysis. Your readiness to share from 
your life experience will encourage others to do the same. 

229. “Dressed for action” is the old familiar “have your loins girded.” In those days, the skirts of 
their longer, flowing garments were pulled up through the legs and fastened with a belt around the 
waist—thus preparing a person for active work. Jesus was telling His followers always to be ready for 
active service. It is not enough for disciples of Jesus to avoid doing wrong; we are to be actively involved 
in doing what is right and good.  

230. Surprise! The master comes home—and he girds his loins and becomes the servant of his 
faithful servants! This surely identifies this master as Jesus and the household as the Kingdom. It says to 
us that we enjoy the gracious service of our Lord now and will continue to do so as He gives us true life 
and joy in His presence forever. 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 15:1–6 
231. In this vision, the Lord underscored His relationship with Abram as his Lord and King and 

reiterated His covenant promise to bless Abram with a son and heir. 
232. Translating the second phrase “I am your very great reward” is a reminder that the greatest 

blessing the Lord was giving Abram was giving Himself in the covenant relationship. The ESV’s 
translation, “your reward shall be very great,” stresses the abundance and variety of blessings Abram 
would receive from the Lord. The two are intimately related because both came through the covenant 
promise: the blessing was to come to Abram as he lived day by day in a relationship with the Lord as his 
God. 

233. Uppermost in Abram’s mind was the fact that he and Sarai were getting older day by day, year 
by year, and the promise of the seed had not been realized. The Lord put his concern to rest by being very 
specific, telling him that his heir would not be his servant, Eliezer of Damascus, but “your very own son 
shall be your heir.” How dramatic and how encouraging it was for the Lord to call Abram’s attention to 
the stars and invite him to count them, telling him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

“[Abram] believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as righteousness.” This is the key verse of 
this pericope and the key truth of salvation. “Righteousness” here means to be “right with God.” The 
significant thing is that already at the very beginning of the covenant of grace and blessing, the principle 
of “justification [righteousness] by faith” is enunciated. God’s Old Testament faithful were not saved 
because they carried out the laws God gave them in the Mosaic code. They were saved by faith in the 
covenant promise. The rituals and the sacrifices of the Mosaic code were to be carried out faithfully. Only 
then would they be effective mediators of God’s promises of love and forgiveness. When they were 
observed just in a perfunctory manner as a source of false security, the Lord rejected them even though 
He commanded them (see Isaiah 1:10–20). “He believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as 
righteousness.” Have your group read all of Romans 4. They will gain an appreciation of how Paul 
emphasized that salvation by faith was God’s way all along—and, of course, still is. 
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234. This lesson points to Abram’s commitment to trust the Lord’s promise and to serve Him 
faithfully—qualities that Jesus encouraged in His disciples in the Holy Gospel. Both lessons also 
emphasize God’s astoundingly generous provision for His people at the present and into the future. 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 11:1–16 
235. The ESV text says, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen.” Not based on scientific evidence, faith involves that which we cannot see but for which we hope. 
The Greek words are explained in the Study Guide, however, because they point to faith as having solid 
foundations in important realities and not being just a matter of “wishing it were so.” 

236. The writer of Hebrews used the visible universe, which was brought into existence through the 
invisible, God’s powerful command (Word), as an example of the principle that faith is based on 
important realities. Belief that an all-wise, all-powerful, unseen Designer and Creator is behind the 
material universe that we can see is not baseless. It has been the conclusion of philosophers of every time 
and every society and explains why almost all people “believe in God”—because of what He evidently 
brought into existence. 

237. For the Christian, the Bible’s “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1) makes sense. It satisfies mind and heart. Also, our faith in Jesus Christ as the one who 
“upholds the universe by the word of His power” (Hebrews 1:3) and as the one who came to rescue us 
from sin and hell is not based on wishing it were so. It is instead a Spirit-powered conviction that comes 
as we get to know Jesus as our own Savior and Lord through the message of the Bible—the Spirit-
powered testimony of those who lived with Jesus, witnessed His suffering and death, saw Him risen from 
the dead and ascended into heaven, and committed themselves to proclaiming God’s Good News. 
Christian faith is not faith in “believing,” but faith in a person, a historical figure, the Son of God, our 
Savior. As we get to know Him and experience also His presence and power in our lives, we can say with 
Paul, “I know whom I have believed” (2 Timothy 1:12). 

238. The Lord said, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that 
I will show you” (Genesis 12:1). This called for a break with the past to move into a covenant future. 
We’re told simply, “So Abram went, as the LORD had told him” (v. 4). This was a real display of faith—
going “only God knows where” on the basis of a promise. In Canaan, though Abraham didn’t possess the 
land, he trusted that it ultimately would be his. When the time came to provide a wife for Isaac, Abraham 
sent his servant back to where relatives lived and gave him strict orders not to take Isaac out of Canaan, 
because Canaan was to be the possession of Isaac and his descendants (see Genesis 24:1–8). 

239. Abraham was blessed with the realization of the promise of a son and heir on the basis of his 
faith in the Lord’s promise, which was repeated for his reassurance a number of times. Sarah had long 
been menopausal, but Abraham’s trust was rewarded when she was rejuvenated and enabled to conceive 
and bear the promised son. 

240. The patriarchs were willing to look to the future—both to the time when their descendants 
would own the Promised Land and to the ultimate promise of life with God beyond the present 
circumstances of earthly life. Jacob, for example, spoke of his lifetime as his “sojourning” (see Genesis 
47:7–9). This reference to the patriarchs’ being ready to wait for their hopes to be fulfilled in the future 
surely brought its own encouragement to the Jewish Christians who were tempted to revert to Judaism to 
escape persecution for their faith in Christ, encouraging them not to settle for earthly security at the cost 
of their hope of eternal life in Jesus Christ. 

241. God is not ashamed to be called the God of those who come to know, trust, and follow Him 
because we are the fulfillment of His saving plan and purpose. We are living evidence that He is indeed 
the loving, saving Father He has shown Himself to be in Jesus. The other side of this truth is that we are 
never to be ashamed of Jesus, but are to acknowledge Him publicly as our Lord and Savior. 
 


