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2 Timothy Chapter 2 

Christian Warfare  

What an inspiring sight to see a regiment of soldiers on parade, marching along while the band 
plays! Who would not be willing to exchange places with them then? But it is an altogether 
different matter when the soldiers are on the battlefield. The Bible pictures the Christian life as a 
constant struggle that the believer must wage against the enemies of his or her soul. It is a hard 
and long conflict. And, alas, how many give up, and some when it has barely begun! They dress 
up for the parade, but they do not want to fight. Our lesson shows what a serious business it is to 
be a Christian.  

A Life of Self-Discipline  

Read 2 Timothy 2:1–10. Timothy held a very difficult position in the city of Ephesus. His 
congregation was threatened by dangers from within, and the fires of persecution were being 
kindled against Christians. Paul did not want to see his young friend lose courage in fighting the 
Lord’s battles. In order to be able to stand his ground, Timothy needed to be strong in the grace 
of God. It was also his duty to strengthen his fellow Christians, so that they would continue to 
fight bravely and ward off the attacks of the devil and the world. Timothy’s past experiences had 
served to train him for more difficult tasks. He had become hardened by trials and sufferings, so 
that he was able to endure hardships for the sake of the Gospel. Paul encouraged him to face the 
problems of his Christian calling bravely. He should not be unduly concerned about the affairs of 
this life but, like a good soldier, strive to please the Captain whom he was serving. As an athlete 
who takes part in some contest has to play the game according to the rules, so Timothy should 
keep God’s Word before him and order his life according to it. The “rule” is the Gospel and the 
grace of God. The false teachers Timothy faced boasted of righteousness by the Law. They 
talked of works and various schemes of self-produced holiness. But Paul says ironically that this 
violates the “rule” of the Gospel, which is about faith, grace, and love. Again, a Christian pastor 
is like a farmer, who must work hard and long but finally can enjoy the fruits of his labors. Thus, 
the faithful pastor will successfully reach the goal of his ministry, which is to serve people with 
God’s grace and gifts. Christ will reward His loyal servants (1 Peter 5:1–4). He gives them the 
strength and knowledge to carry on successful warfare. He has gone this same way before them, 
even into death, but He is alive, and by means of the Gospel He leads His people to victory. 
God’s Word cannot be checked or bound by wicked people, even though those who proclaim it 
may be cast into prison or killed. Like Paul, every believer should gladly do his or her part and 
bring the needed sacrifices to help the Gospel win new victories and save people for eternal life.  

1. How does a person become strong in the grace of God (2 Peter 3:18)?  
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2. In what respects does a Christian resemble a soldier (1 Timothy 6:12)? an athlete (1 
Corinthians 9:24–27)? a farmer (1 Corinthians 9:10)?  

 

 

3. What is the “rule” of pastoral ministry and Christian living?  

 

 

God’s Word Our Weapon  

Read 2 Timothy 2:11–19. The Christian is not alone in his or her warfare against sin and evil. If 
Jesus, our great Captain, would not lead us and fight at our side, we would soon be lost. It should 
not be an irksome burden to live, fight, and die for Him, since He gave His life for us. Because 
He lives eternally, we should also live with Him (John 14:19). Though we may have to bear 
hardships and suffering for a little while, we are to reign with Him forever (Romans 8:18; 1 Peter 
4:13). But if we deny Him and become disloyal, He cannot acknowledge us as His own (see 
Matthew 10:33). He is always true to His Word; therefore, it would be altogether our own fault if 
we should have no part in His heavenly kingdom. He has given us His Word, which we are to 
use as the chief weapon of our warfare (Matthew 4:4; Ephesians 6:11). We should, therefore, not 
permit Satan to blunt this weapon or take it from us by falsifying God’s Word. Anyone who 
turns aside from the Gospel at any point is sure to fall into dangerous errors that harm the soul. 
False doctrine is like a deadly disease or cancer. It weakens and finally destroys faith. Moreover, 
the believer should have a firm grip on the Word of God as his or her spiritual sword. A 
Christian should know how to use it for combating all falsehood and ungodliness. The Word is 
also the believer’s source of comfort and hope when the battle seems to be going against him or 
her. The Gospel gives the assurance that God knows and acknowledges all believers as His own, 
marked with a special seal for eternal life. They not only have the name of Christ on their lips but 
also in their hearts. For them sin is unattractive; they fight to keep it out of their lives (Galatians 
5:24).  

4. How does the believer remain in close communion with Jesus? What blessings does he or she 
enjoy because of this union?  

 

5. Which are the two chief doctrines of Scripture? How are they to be used and applied?  
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In the Master’s Service  

Read 2 Timothy 2:20–26. Just as in a home there are utensils of different value, so also in the 
visible Church there are members who are precious to the Lord and those in whom He can have 
no delight. The hypocrites dishonor God and are not members of Christ’s kingdom. Those who 
are acceptable to God have hearts that have been cleansed from sin and sanctified for a godly life 
and bring forth the fruits of faith. The believer glorifies God by works of righteousness. He or 
she carefully avoids what is harmful to the soul and what dishonors God. The Christian has the 
welfare of his or her neighbors at heart and strives with kindness and patience to instruct them in 
the truth and win them for Christ.  

6. Why should we strive to be vessels of gold and silver in Christ’s kingdom? How does a person 
become a “vessel for honorable use” (v. 21)?  

 

 

7. Why does the apostle warn especially against youthful lusts?  

 


