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Church Year Bible Studies: Year B Lent/Easter/Ascension/Pentecost 

Introduction 

About the Series 
This course is 1 of 12 in the Church Year series. The Bible studies in this series are tied to the 3-

year lectionary. These studies explore the Old Testament lesson (or lesson from the Book of Acts during 
the Easter season), the Epistle lesson, and the Gospel lesson appointed for each Sunday of the church 
year. Optional studies give participants the opportunity to examine the lessons appointed for festivals that 
fall on days other than Sunday (i.e., Ascension, Reformation, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Epiphany, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). 

After a brief review and textual study of the Scripture lessons appointed for a Sunday or festival 
day, each study is designed to help participants draw conclusions about each of the lessons, compare the 
Scripture lessons, discover a unifying theme in the lessons (if possible), and apply the theme to their lives. 
The Leader Notes for each course provide answers to the questions in the Study Sheets. 

May the Holy Spirit richly bless you as you study God’s Word! 



Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Lent/Easter/Ascension/Pentecost  Session 1 

Session 1—First Sunday in Lent 

Deuteronomy 26:5–10; Romans 10:8b–13; Luke 4:1–13 

Theme: Needs: Needed or Needy 

Law/Gospel Focus 
We look to this world for life. “Give me more stuff, more strength, more spectacle,” we plead. 

“World, we need more.” The Lord answers, “To you I give My Son!” 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• weigh our needs, and distinguish our godly goals from our evil or self–serving desires; 
• describe how our brother Jesus beat the tempter; 
• call upon our Lord Jesus, admitting our need for a Savior; 
• rejoice in Him whom God has given—the Savior alive, crucified, and risen—to free us from 

sin and to provide us with abundant life now and into eternity; 
• demonstrate a desire to know God’s Word better. 

Introduction 
Promises are easier made than kept.  
1. What are some promises that have been made to you which were broken? How did it affect the 

relationship you had with that person? 
 
 
 
2. Have you ever not kept a promise? For what reasons? 
 
 
 
 
God keeps His promises. In His Word God reminds us what He has already done for us. He 

always keeps His promises. 

Inform 
Read Deuteronomy 26:5–10; Romans 10:8b–13; and Luke 4:1–13. 
1. Compare and contrast Jesus’ temptation with the temptations we face. 
 
 
 
 
2. Satan tempts Jesus three times. What is the significance for us of Jesus withstanding Satan’s 

temptations? 
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3. Jesus defeated the temptations of Satan with the same thing that all Christians are given to 

combat the devil. What did Jesus use? According to St. Paul, where is this “weapon” found? What does 
St. Paul mean by the location of this “weapon”?  

 
 
 
 
4. In the Old Testament reading, what did Father Jacob and the children of Israel need? What did 

God give them? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Compare and contrast what God gave to Israel (Jacob) and the children of Israel to that which 

God has given you. 
 
 
 
 
2. What does the name of our Lord, Jesus, mean? See Matthew 1:21. How has Jesus lived up to 

his name, especially according to your needs? 
 
 
 
 
3. What does the fact that Jesus used God’s Word to combat the devil say about the Word of 

God? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. When you are tempted or even when you sin, remember that Jesus has substituted His life for 

yours. Make it a point to thank and praise God daily for the work He accomplished on your behalf 
through His Son’s life, death, and resurrection.  

2. Notice how Moses’ creed ended with an act of worship (Deuteronomy 26:10). What is your 
Christian creed? How can you live your creed in deed? 
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Session 2—Second Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 26:8–15; Philippians 3:17–4:1; Luke 13:31–35 

Theme: The Master Plan 

Law/Gospel Focus 
We fail to mold our life’s plan to the Master’s plan. Jesus not only executed our rescue, but plans 

our life to further His grand design. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• review our life’s plan . . . and past surprises; 
• rejoice at God’s plan, through which we receive life everlasting; 
• reconsider how Christ’s cross molds our life’s plan. 

Introduction 
1. What are some plans that you have made for your life for the course of the next five years? 
 
 
 
 
2. What good has God worked in your life through unplanned events? 
 
 
 
 
3. How does faith shape your plans? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Jeremiah 26:8–15; Philippians 3:17–4:1; and Luke 13:31–35. 
1. Jesus prophesied, “Look, your house is left to you desolate.” What did Jesus mean? When was 

this prophecy fulfilled? 
 
 
 
 
2. Jesus prophesied, “I tell you, you (Jerusalem) will not see Me again until you say, ‘Blessed is 

He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ” When was this prophecy fulfilled? What does this prophecy 
point to beyond its initial fulfillment? 
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3. How does St. Paul describe you? 
 
 
 
 
4. A common misconception is that the Old Testament is all Law and the New Testament is all 

Gospel. What is the Gospel in the Old Testament reading? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. “On the third day I will reach my goal,” promised Jesus (Luke 13:32). What goal was Jesus 

speaking of? What is the significance of this event? 
 
 
 
 
2. St. Paul writes, “Follow my example.” Who has provided you with an example to follow? 

What example would you like loved ones to see in you? 
 
 
 
 
3. Is our status before God dependent on our life? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
4. According to Philippians 3:21, how will your resurrected body be different from your dying 

body? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. In your daily devotions, rejoice that God has not left your home desolate. Read Jesus’ Word. 

Thank Him for His sacrificial love. Ask Him to use you in His master plan! 
2. Think of ways in which you can tell others the message of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

Lead or take part in an evangelistic activity with your church. 
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Session 3—Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 3:1–8a, 10–15; 1 Corinthians 10:1–13; Luke 13:1–9 

Theme: Excuse Me 

Law/Gospel Focus 
“To err is human.” We sinfully make excuses for our failure to live our faith fruitfully. But God 

does not dismiss our self-excusing as trivial. “To forgive is divine.” He did the hard work not simply to 
excuse our sins, but to forgive and forget them fully. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• describe God’s unwillingness to simply dismiss our sinful excuses; 
• realize that because God could not simply excuse sin, He laid His anger and wrath upon His 

Son on the cross to win forgiveness for us; 
• desire Christ’s forgiveness and the strengthening for Christlike living He provides in His 

Sacraments; 
• share Christ’s love, forgiving those who have sinned against us and proclaiming Christ’s 

forgiveness. 

Introduction 
“To err is human.” We sinfully make excuses for our failure to live our faith fruitfully. 
1. Have you ever tried to justify your sinful behavior? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
2. When have you said, “Excuse me” to God? Why? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Exodus 3:1–8a, 10–15; 1 Corinthians 10:1–13; and Luke 13:1–9. 
1. What excuses did Moses give for not wanting to go back into Egypt? How does God answer 

Him? 
 
 
 
 
2. What does the name that God calls Himself mean? Look at John 8:58. What are the 

implications of Jesus’ words? 
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3. According to 1 Corinthians 10:1–13, why did God not work in old Israel sacramentally? Did 

Israel’s baptism, and their spiritual food and drink, fail them? Or did they fail these gifts? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
4. According to Luke 13:1–5, can we read our neighbor’s troubles as God’s public notice of 

displeasure with that person’s sins? 
 
 
 
 
5. Referring to the parable of the fig tree, what does Jesus do to “dig around” and “fertilize” your 

faith? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. When was the last time you heard someone attribute someone’s troubles to God’s displeasure 

with that particular person? How can you respond to this? 
 
 
 
 
2. “Unless you repent . . . ,” warns Jesus. “Repent” comes from the Hebrew word that means “to 

turn around”! In what two parts of the Divine Service do we repent? 
 
 
 
 
3. The first of Martin Luther’s Ninety-five Theses reads, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ 

said, ‘Repent,’ He willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance” (Luther’s Works, vol. 31, p. 
25). When the worship service is finished, how do you live repentance all week long? 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Reflect on and thank God every day for your Holy Baptism. 

Reproducible by purchaser. © 1994, 2003 CPH. Scripture: NIV®. By permission of Zondervan. 
 

11



Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Lent/Easter/Ascension/Pentecost  Session 3 

2. God turned Moses around. God sent him back to Egypt commissioned by God’s Word to free 
the slaves. Think of your present situation and the possibilities for ministry. Ask the Lord, “To whom 
would you send me?” Then go! 
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Session 4—Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 12:1–6; 1 Corinthians 1:18–31; Luke 15:1–3, 11–32 

Theme: But Now I'm Found 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Although I put myself, my satisfaction, and my desire above everything else, my heavenly Father 

restored me to His family, even at the cost of His one and only Son. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• recognize the separation from God resulting from our self–wasting and self–righteousness; 
• rejoice that our strong and wise Father restored our relationship to Him through His only 

Son’s death; 
• seek to reconcile differences we have with our brothers and sisters. 

Introduction 
1. What would you do or say if your son said, “See you later, Dad. Just give me my share of the 

inheritance today, and I’m out of here”? 
 
 
 
 
2. What would you do and/or say if after squandering his inheritance the same boy returned home 

penniless? 
 
 
 
 
3. How would you react to your brother’s return if you were an older sibling who had stood 

beside and obeyed your father? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 12:1–6; 1 Corinthians 1:18–31; and Luke 15:1–3, 11–32. 
1. What is the Law in the story of the prodigal son? What is the Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

Reproducible by purchaser. © 1994, 2003 CPH. Scripture: NIV®. By permission of Zondervan. 
 

13



Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Lent/Easter/Ascension/Pentecost  Session 5 

2. “The foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
man’s strength,” preaches Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:25. Jesus’ parable pictures this. How does the father 
look foolish and weak? How does this show our heavenly Father’s wisdom and strength? 

 
 
 
 
3. How is the Old Testament reading related to the parable of the prodigal son? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Our heavenly Father offers His hand in love to you. How? See Galatians 3:26–27 and Luke 

22:19–20. How do these matter to you? Why? 
 
 
 
 
2. The father offers his hands in love to the found son. What does the robe symbolize? The ring? 

The sandals? The feast for which the father sacrifices the fattened calf? 
 
 
 
 
3. 1 Corinthians 1:23–24 defines the wisdom and power of God. How do you demonstrate the 

wisdom and power of God in your life? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Think of how your heavenly Father has welcomed you home time and time again. Be sure to 

remember this and thank God for His great mercy. 
2. Who do you know who is like the prodigal son? How can you reflect your Father’s welcoming 

love towards him or her? 
3. Who do you know who is like the elder son, who is self-righteous and bitter about home? How 

can you mirror your Father’s pleading love toward that person? 
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Session 5—Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 43:16–21; Philippians 3:8–14; Luke 20:9–19 

Theme: Damned If You Do . . . Delivered If You Don’t 

Law/Gospel Focus 
“Damned if you do,” Jesus warns those who would reject Him. “Delivered if you don’t,” rejoice 

all who receive Him. The Holy Son of the living God freely gives His righteousness and the blessings and 
promise of His resurrection to all who trust in Him. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• respond to Jesus’ warning that those who reject God’s Son determine their fate—damnation; 
• rejoice at Jesus’ promise to forgive our former sinful rubbish and take hold of us today, 

granting us His righteousness through faith, and to call us heavenward to live with Him 
when we die; 

• resolve to reflect Jesus’ love as we love and forgive others. 

Introduction 
Last week’s Gospel reading highlighted the prodigal son. The father permitted His heart to be 

broken by his runaway boy. Still, he gladly welcomes home the wasted one who returns. 
1. Is it always loving to let the one you love abuse your love? 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the difference between our love and God’s love when it comes to those who abuse 

love? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 43:16–21; Philippians 3:8–14; and Luke 20:9–19. 
1. Who are the individuals and what are the elements that are symbolically represented in Jesus’ 

parable? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why would the landlord send more servants to these fruitless farmers? What does this tell us of 

God’s nature? 
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3. How does Paul invite us to grasp Jesus’ life in Philippians 3:8–14? What does this reading say 

about what we contribute to our right standing with God? 
 
 
 
 
4. Even though Israel forgot how the Lord had brought them out of bondage from Egypt and led 

them through the desert wasteland to the Promised Land, God still promises to do a new thing. Why is the 
Lord again and again so forgiving? 

 
 
 
 
5. What promise is given to the repentant remnant of Israel? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. How is the Father’s sending of His Son both Law and Gospel? 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the difference between “everyone who falls on that stone” and “he on whom it falls”? 

Some people actively reject Christ. Others passively ignore Him. How are their ends equally awful? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Pray together Psalm 103:8–17a. 
2. Think of ways you can apply Law and Gospel properly to a friend or family member who is 

either sorry for their sin or unrepentant in their sin. 
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Session 6—Palm Sunday or Sunday of the Passion 

Deuteronomy 32:36–39; Philippians 2:5–11; Luke 22:1–23:56 

Theme: The Day in the Life of Jesus 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The days in the life of humankind are dark and dreary as a result of a sinful, disobedient existence 

apart from God. But God intervened in our life by placing His Son on the cross as our substitute, and as a 
result our days are full of His light and life. 

Objectives 
By means of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• examine the meaning of Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross for our sins; 
• believe the day of Jesus’ death results in new meaning for all the days of our lives; 
• confess with words and lives of service that "Jesus is our Savior." 

Introduction 
1. What days in the year are most important to you? What days in your life are most important? 
 
 
 
 
2. What are the most important days in your faith-relationship with the Lord? Were some of these 

days included in the most important days of your life? Explain. 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Deuteronomy 32:36–39; Philippians 2:5–11; and Luke 22:1–23:56. 
1. According to Deuteronomy, how does the Lord show Himself as the true and sovereign God? 
 
 
 
 
2. What Christlike attitude does Paul urge us to have in Philippians 2? 
 
 
 
 
3. How might we rightly respond to the fact that God exalted Jesus to the highest place? 
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4. Explain the meaningfulness of the Last Supper (Luke 22:7–20), Jesus in the garden (22:39–46), 

Jesus’ trial (22:54–23:25), the crucifixion (23:26–49), and the burial (Luke 23:50–56). 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. The day of Jesus’ death brought a radical change in people’s relationship to God. Paul explains 

this change when he says, “Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess.” 
a. How might you daily bow your knee to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
b. How might you confess Jesus as Lord at home? at work? to your friends? 
 
 
 
 
2. The day of Jesus’ death is the most significant moment in history for all of creation, even 

though some may not acknowledge it. Even though Christ’s death and resurrection happened two 
thousand years ago, when did we join this event? Read Romans 6:1–7.  

 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Spend a few moments each day to thank the Lord for all that He has accomplished for you.  
2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1–4. Spend some time with a friend or relative and share with them the 

message of the Gospel. 
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Session 7—Maundy Thursday 

Jeremiah 31:31–34; Hebrews 10:15–39; Luke 22:7–20 

Theme: The Best Meal You Ever Had 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Because of sin people are either spiritually dead already (nonbelievers) or spiritually 

malnourished and in danger of dying eternally from spiritual starvation. God in His grace and mercy 
recognized our hopeless plight and provided His only Son as a sacrifice for our sins. God continues to 
nourish us spiritually through the Lord’s Supper, providing us forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

Objectives 
By means of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• thank God for His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation provided in His meal; 
• rejoice in the knowledge that God, in Christ Jesus, established a new covenant with each 

believer through His meal; 
• be strengthened and encouraged for Christian living by frequent participation in Christ’s 

meal. 

Introduction 
What was the best meal you ever had? What made this meal so special? 

Inform 
Read Jeremiah 31:31–34; Hebrews 10:15–39; and Luke 22:7–20. 
1. What was the new covenant that God promises to make in Jeremiah 31:31–34? What are the 

promises that Hebrews 10:15–39 describes? 
 
 
 
 
2. According to the Epistle reading, what are the results of living under God’s new covenant? 

What are the results of living apart from the new covenant? 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus gives us His testimony in His blood and then empowers us to keep His covenant when 

we participate in the Lord’s Supper. What else does He offer us in the Lord’s Supper (Luke 22:19–20; 1 
Corinthians 11:23–26)? 
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Connect 
Our continued physical existence depends on receiving regular nourishment. Our spiritual 

existence is the same. Word and Sacrament are essential for spiritual growth and strengthening of faith. 
Read each of the situations and relate it to the benefits of the best meal anyone could ever have. 

1. Mary has not been in church for over ten years. She is beginning to feel as if God has 
abandoned her. She attends church one Sunday and takes the Lord’s Supper after having spoken with the 
pastor. What benefits did the meal provide her? 

 
 
 
 
2. Rachel and Adam have attended church regularly for their entire marriage. Together they have 

been faithful in taking the Lord’s Supper frequently. Even though their marriage has had its ups and 
downs, they always seem to forgive each other. What benefits have they received from their participation 
in our Lord’s Meal? 

 
 
 
 
3. Andy just returned home from college to live with his parents. For the last four years he has 

only attended church during Christmas and Easter. In the last three months he has been attending church 
regularly and celebrating the Lord’s Supper as often as it is offered. What benefits did he receive for his 
faith and life? 

 
 
 
 
4. What benefits do you receive in the Lord’s Supper? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Write a prayer boldly thanking God for the benefits He has given you.  
2. Write a letter to a friend or a loved one explaining what Jesus did on the cross for them. 
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Session 8—Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13–53:12 [Hosea 6:1–6]; Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9; John 18:1–19:42 [John 19:17–30] 

Theme: The Worst Suffering, the Best Result 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Sinners justly deserve a painful and eternal separation from God. God reestablished a relationship 

with people through His Son’s death on the cross. He enabled them, through faith, to receive His free gift 
of forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• recognize that Jesus suffered and died as a result of our sin; 
• acknowledge that God freed us from the bondage of evil by means of the cross; 
• thank God for sending His Son to purchase us back from sin and win for us the privilege to 

become His own dear children. 

Introduction 
The doctors found a lump in Russ’s back. They sent a tissue sample to a lab for testing to 

determine whether it was malignant or benign. Russ was supposed to wait until the doctor called him 
about the results of the test. The next days were unbearable for Russ. He was so worried he couldn’t eat or 
sleep. Each day got worse. The doctor finally called and reported to Russ that the lump was benign. Russ 
had suffered, but the result of the test was great. 

1. Have you ever suffered like Russ? 
 
 
 
 
2. How did the suffering that Jesus experienced on the cross have a great result for you? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 52:13–53:12 [Hosea 6:1–6]; Hebrews 4:14–16, 5:7–9; and John 18:1–19:42 [John 

19:17–30]. 
1. According to Isaiah, why did the Suffering Servant (Jesus) die? 
 
 
 
 
2. How does this reading describe Jesus’ death on the cross? 
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3. The promise our Lord gave goes beyond the cross. How does Hosea 6:1–6 look beyond? 
 
 
 
 
4. What words in Hebrews 4:14–16 describe the activity of Jesus as our High Priest? 
 
 
 
 
5. How does Hebrews 5:7–9 demonstrate the worst suffering and the best result? 
 
 
 
 
6. In John 18, how does Jesus show He is in control of what will happen to Him? 
 
 
 
 
7. When Jesus said, “It is finished,” what did He mean? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. In what ways is innocent suffering the worst kind of suffering? 
 
 
 
 
2. How can we call the day in which our Savior experienced the worst suffering “Good Friday”? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Choose one of your “pet” sins and ask God for strength in overcoming it. 
2. Make it a point to read the story of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion once a week. Praise God 

continually for the work that He accomplished because of His Son’s suffering. 
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Session 9—The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Exodus 15:1–11; 1 Corinthians 15:1–11; Luke 24:1–11 

Theme: He Won the Victory and So Did We 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Since the fall, all people have suffered the consequences of sin, been captive to death, and lived at 

the tyrannical hand of Satan. Thanks be to God that Christ has gained for us victory over sin, death, and 
Satan and has empowered us to celebrate His peace and joy in our lives. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• rejoice and thank God for Christ’s victory on our behalf; 
• celebrate the life of peace and joy that comes to us through our relationship to Jesus Christ; 
• see the events of life from the perspective of Christ’s victory on Easter morning. 

Introduction 
In today’s world it is easy to focus on our own trials and tribulations. Life is full of problems: 

bills to pay, broken relationships to mend, and even personal gloom. 
1. Share a time in your life when you asked, “Where is the victory for me?” 
 
 
 
 
2. How did God use this trial in your life to bring about “victory for you today”? How is He still 

at work bringing you victories? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Exodus 15:1–11; 1 Corinthians 15:1–11; and Luke 24:1–11. 
1. In the Old Testament reading, what words are used to describe God? What did the Israelites do 

to recognize and affirm God as the one who provided the victory? 
 
 
 
 
2. According to the Epistle, what is the central message of Christianity? 
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3. Why does Paul refer to himself as one “abnormally born”? 
 
 
 
 
4. Compare and contrast the actions of the women in the Gospel reading before and after their 

arrival at the tomb. 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Easter is a day of victory for the Christian. Make a list of some ways you might celebrate the 

victory of the resurrection today. 
 
 
 
 
2. How might you share your victory in Christ with those who do not believe? 
 
 
 
 
3. Easter means victory for us! In your own words summarize how the following passages 

describe that victory: 1 Peter 2:24; 2 Timothy 1:10; 1 Corinthians 15:55–57; 1 John 3:8. 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Spend a few minutes each morning and evening reflecting on the personal victory the living 

Lord has won for you over sin, death, and the devil. 
2. Focus on a person in your life who seems to walk in defeat rather than victory. Share with that 

person Scripture that affirms why you celebrate. 
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Session 10—Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:12, 17–32; Revelation 1:4–18; John 20:19–31 

Theme: Surprise, Surprise, Surprise 

Law/Gospel Focus 
We who are both believing saints and doubting sinners are guilty of Christ’s death. We deserved 

the tree upon which He hung for us. Yet, on our behalf and for us, the loving and risen Jesus overcame 
sin, death, and the devil in order that we might be saved. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• identify ways God continues to provide us with His forgiveness, gracious surprises, and 

peace amidst our fears; 
• confess the Lord as the source for all good and perfect gifts in our lives; 
• meditate on the faith that God has given us to calm our fears and doubts. 

Introduction 
In response to unexpected situations, people often say, “Life is full of surprises.” 
1. What recent events have given you or someone you know the opportunity to say, “Life is full 

of surprises”? 
 
 
 
 
2. Our Lord is full of surprises, the biggest—Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. How is God 

continuing to surprise you in your life? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Acts 5:12, 17–32; Revelation 1:4–18; and John 20:19–31. 
1. What surprises are found in the first reading? 
 
 
 
 
2. How is the statement made by Peter in Acts 5:29 a surprise? 
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3. What does “Alpha and Omega” mean? 
 
 
 
 
4. What surprises did John see in his vision of heaven? 
 
 
 
 
5. In the Gospel reading, how did Thomas’ doubts change to belief? 
 
 
 
 
6. In each of the readings, fear is followed by surprise. What is the element that melts fear into 

peace in each of the readings? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. God’s surprising intervention and activity in our life comes to us today through simple 

means—water, bread, wine, and God’s Word. What surprises does God give you according to the 
following passages: Ephesians 2:8–9; Titus 3:5; Romans 15:13; Matthew 26:27–28; 2 Corinthians 5:17? 

 
 
 
 
2. How has God surprised you during times when you feel like a fearful and doubting Thomas? 
 
 
 
 
3. How has God’s surprising activity in your life given you peace? See Romans 5:1–5. 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Meditate on the meaning of John 20:31 as you think about living a life full of God’s surprises. 
2. Write about a surprise God has given you. 
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Session 11—Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:1–20; Revelation 5:11–14; John 21:1–14 

Theme: Once Was Blind but Now I See 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The evil in our lives continues to blind us into believing that serving God involves only what we 

desire to do. God has brought us from sinful rags to saintly service through Jesus, who purchased us from 
sin, death, and Satan’s power. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge that sin blinds people to God’s desires for their lives; 
• praise God for our gift of spiritual sight made possible by His Son’s death and resurrection; 
• compare the Christian’s sight and the unbeliever’s blindness and relate the differences to 

life’s real meaning. 

Introduction 
Think of a time when you were in complete darkness and you had to move from one place to 

another. What was it like? 
1. Read Romans 5:12, 19; 8:7. What is the cause of spiritual blindness? In what ways does 

spiritual blindness manifest itself in our lives today (Galatians 5:19)? 
 
 
 
 
2. What miracle occurred to open our spiritual eyes? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Acts 9:1–20; Revelation 5:11–14; and John 21:1–14. 
1. What caused Paul to see Jesus as the risen Lord? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why was it such a difficult task for Ananias to visit Saul? 
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3. In John’s vision of heaven, what words did he hear and what did they imply about the Lamb? 
 
 
 
 
4. How did Peter finally come to recognize the risen Jesus in John 21:5–7? How did Peter react? 
 
 
 
 
5. Compare Luke 5:4–7 with John 21:6. How was Jesus different in the latter reading? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. How did your life change when you received spiritual sight? 
 
 
 
 
2. How do others know that you “once were blind but now see”? How can you share this sight 

with someone who is spiritually blind?  
 
 
 
 
3. Read Hebrews 12:2–3. In what ways might you continue to fix your eyes upon the one who 

gave you sight? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Think back to your Baptism and rejoice for the sight you received by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
2. Seek an opportunity to witness to a person who is spiritually blind. Talk about the sight that 

only the risen Jesus can give. 
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Session 12—Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 13:15–16a, 26–33; Revelation 7:9–17; John 10:22–30 

Theme: The Lamb Is the Shepherd 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Sometimes evil appears to be winning in our lives, and God seems distant and silent to us. But the 

Lamb whose blood was shed to free us from sin remains our ever–present Shepherd who comforts and 
guides us through life. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• recognize the Lamb of God as God’s sacrifice for our sins and the sins of the whole world; 
• acknowledge the Lamb as also the Shepherd who is eager to guide us each moment of our 

lives; 
• rejoice as we serve the Shepherd. 

Introduction 
1. A picture is worth a thousand words. What are some scriptural pictures of Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
2. The Good Shepherd is one of many scriptural pictures of Jesus. He is also pictured as the Lamb 

of God. How does the picture of Jesus as the Lamb of God describe His action on your behalf? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Acts 13:15–16a, 26–33; Revelation 7:9–17; and John 10:22–30. 
1. What was Paul’s central message to those in the synagogue? How is this a model for 

contemporary evangelism? 
 
 
 
 
2. John records that Jesus is the Good Shepherd. How can Jesus be the Lamb while remaining the 

Good Shepherd? 
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3. How does Revelation 7:15–17 describe those in heaven? 
 
 
 
 
4. How does Revelation 7:17 describe Jesus?  
 
 
 
 
5. How are Jesus’ words in John 10:27–29 reassuring for the believer? 
 
 
 
 
6. How do sheep respond to the Good Shepherd? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. How does God’s action, described in Psalm 121:7–8, bring comfort to you? 
 
 
 
 
2. What will the Good Shepherd do in your life when fear and distress occur? See Thessalonians 

3:3. 
 
 
 
 
3. How do the following “pictures” of Jesus bring further comfort to your life: John 6:35; John 

7:37; John 9:5; John 11:25–26; John 15:5. 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Spend a moment each day thanking the Good Shepherd for all that He provides to you, 

especially for your spiritual life. 
2. Tell the story of the Lamb and the Shepherd to a friend or family member. Remember Paul’s 

example for sharing the Good News found in the reading from Acts. 
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Session 13—Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 13:44–52; Revelation 21:1–5; John 13:31–35 

Theme: What’s New about Love? 

Law/Gospel Focus 
We no longer want to live life full of sinful retribution and hatred. Christ’s death and resurrection 

have freed us from the bondage to evil. Through His Spirit He gives us faith, providing us with a new life 
focused on love for one another. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge that although, because of sin, people’s love is often motivated by selfishness 

rather than selflessness, God loves us with a pure, genuine love; 
• affirm Jesus’ sacrificial love as our motivation to love others; 
• seek God’s strength to overcome sin and to demonstrate Christian love. 

Introduction 
Sin has distorted and destroyed God’s idea of love.  
1. How would you define love? 
 
 
 
 
2. What are some negative and positive motives for love? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Acts 13:44–52; Revelation 21:1–5; and John 13:31–35. 
1. In Acts 13, why did Paul react the way he did by moving on to another city? 
 
 
 
 
2. According to Revelation 21:1–5, what does God promise to those He loves? 
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3. Why are people totally incapable on their own of the love God desires that they have for 
others? See Genesis 8:21. 

 
 
 
 
4. What examples of love does Jesus provide in 1 John 3:16 and Titus 2:14? 
 
 
 
 
5. According to John 13:35, what does Jesus say is the result of our actions of love? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Where does the motivation for Christian love come from? 
 
 
 
 
2. How does a Christian’s motivation for loving others differ from that of an unbeliever? 
 
 
 
 
3. Showing love sometimes requires that we follow the example of Paul in Acts 13:51: “So they 

shook the dust from their feet ” and left that place. This is referred to as “tough love.” How might “tough 
love” eventually create an opportunity for a person to receive Jesus? What “tough love” have you 
experienced? What “tough love” have you shared? 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
Identify someone you come in contact with frequently whom you can show Christian love 

towards. Ask God to help you demonstrate love for that person. Then write as many ways as you can 
think of to act in love toward that person. Follow through by acting on what you have written down. 
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Session 14—Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 14:8–18; Revelation 21:10–14, 22–23; John 14:23–29 

Theme: Departures and Arrivals 

Law/Gospel Focus 
In the darkness of sin, people search for or create gods of their own as they reject the true God. 

Nevertheless, God calls us to faith in Jesus as the Holy Spirit works through His Word to bring us into a 
loving relationship with Him, and to comfort us when we face life’s trials and tribulations. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• examine the life of a Christian as thanking, praising, serving, and obeying God; 
• acknowledge the comfort given by the Spirit in the departures and arrivals of life; 
• rejoice that the Spirit comes to us in Word and Sacrament to strengthen our faith and to 

assure us of God’s love. 

Introduction 
Departures and arrivals are sometimes difficult and sometimes joyous.  
1. How do you prepare for departures, such as a child leaving home for college or a family 

member leaving after a Christmas visit? 
 
 
 
 
2. Can you think of a time when the departure of someone you loved was good for you and for 

him/her, even though it might have been painful? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Acts 14:8–18; Revelation 21:10–14, 22–23; and John 14:23–29. 
1. Read Romans 1:25. How does this apply to the reading from Acts? 
 
 
 
 
2. Instead of departing when they were misunderstood, what did Paul and Barnabas do in Lystra? 

See the reading from Acts. 
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3. Discuss the meaning of the high wall, the twelve gates, the names of the twelve tribes, the 

twelve foundations, the source of light, and those who serve as the temple in John’s vision. 
 
 
 
 
4. What does Jesus share with His disciples in John 14? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. What do Jesus’ words to the disciples in the Gospel reading say concerning the New 

Testament? 
 
 
 
 
2. As Jesus departed, He promised to send the Comforter to His disciples. How might the 

following passages provide a basis for comfort when events such as the loss of a loved one, separation 
from a family member, or the loss of a job happen: Nahum 1:7; Romans 8:38–39; Psalm 23? 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. During this week, remember to thank God for all His goodness throughout your life.  
2. Talk to a friend who is enduring a sadness due to a departure. Emphasize God’s comfort in 

times of tribulation. 
3. Rejoice with a family member who is celebrating a joyous event in his/her life. 
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Session 15—The Ascension of Our Lord 

Acts 1:1–11; Ephesians 1:16–23; Luke 24:44–53 

Theme: I Told You So! 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Since Adam and Eve fell into sin, the hearts and minds of people have been closed to the things 

of God and unable to know the one true God. Through the Gospel, God opens our eyes and empowers us 
to see and hear the Good News of the crucified, resurrected, and ascended Christ so that we might witness 
His love for all people through our words and deeds. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge Jesus as the crucified, risen, and ascended Lord and Savior who has fulfilled 

all righteousness on our behalf; 
• confess Jesus as the one who sits at the right hand of God our Father for the benefit of His 

people; 
• joyfully praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Introduction 
Sam was told over and over by his father to abide by the speed-limit laws. He really tried to obey 

his father and the state laws. But once he got behind the steering wheel of his sports car, he always 
seemed to try to go faster than he had ever gone before. One day the inevitable happened. Sam was pulled 
over by the state police for going 20 miles over the speed limit. Sam was extremely nervous and knew 
that when he went home he would hear his father’s voice say, “I told you so!” 

1. Describe times when someone said to you or you said to someone, “I told you so!” 
 
 
 
 
2. How do the words “I told you so!” affect the receiver? 
 
 
 
 
3. How does God continue to tell us about ourselves and our lives? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Acts 1:1–11; Ephesians 1:16–23; and Luke 24:44–53. 
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1. According to Acts, what did Jesus do to verify His resurrection from the dead? 
 
 
 
 
2. In Acts 1:4–8, what did Jesus tell the disciples to do after He would leave them? 
 
 
 
 
3. What did Luke record in Acts concerning Jesus’ second coming? 
 
 
 
 
4. According to the Epistle reading, what two things does the Spirit do in the life of a believer? 
 
 
 
 
5. What two things does the Epistle say concerning Jesus’ position in heaven? 
 
 
 
 
6. According to the Gospel reading, what did Jesus tell His disciples about Himself and how they 

fit into His plan? 
 
 
 
 
7. How did the disciples respond to Jesus’ ascension? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
Jesus spent His last days on earth preparing His disciples for His ascension. He has also prepared 

us for daily discipleship. The Holy Spirit, working through God’s Word and Sacraments, continues to 
strengthen our faith, empowering us to live our lives as His disciples. 

1. Read the following passages and relate the message to your life: Psalm 34:22; Psalm 118:8; 
Proverbs 3:5; John 16:24; 1 Thessalonians 5:18. 

 
 
 
 
2. How are God’s “I told you so’s” different than our “I told you so’s”? 
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Vision 
Call a friend or family member and share with him or her God’s “I told you so!” 
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Session 16—Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:6–10; Revelation 22:12–17, 20; John 17:20–26 

Theme: Behind Closed Doors 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Sin closed the door for people to know God, destroying the perfect relationship between God and 

people that existed in the Garden of Eden before the fall. Christ Jesus restored the broken relationship and 
opened the door for eternal life with Him. The Holy Spirit, working through God’s Word, guides, 
comforts, and directs us through this life to the door into eternity, Jesus Christ. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• recognize that the Lord leads, guides, and directs His people through doors of opportunity, 

while closing other doors; 
• rejoice that God continually blesses and sustains us in order to bring about His gracious plan 

for us; 
• pray for the unity of God’s church that it may be one in Christ by being one in confession. 

Introduction 
1. Sometimes we close a door to hide something and at other times because we fear something. 

When have you or someone you know closed a door for one of these reasons? 
 
 
 
 
2. How does God use the opening and closing of doors in the life of a believer? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Acts 16:6–10; Revelation 22:12–17, 20; and John 17:20–26. 
1. What doors did the Spirit close for the apostle Paul? What door was opened? What was the 

purpose of Paul’s vision? 
 
 
 
 
2. According to Revelation, to whom is the door of heaven opened, and to whom is it closed? 

What invitation does God give to all people? 
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3. Someone once said that the doors of heaven are bolted from the inside. What do you think this 

means? 
 
 
 
 
4. For what does Jesus pray in John 17:21? 
 
 
 
 
5. Throughout the Gospel reading what does Jesus tell us about His relationship with the Father? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. In the past, what doors has God opened and closed for you? What benefits did God bring to 

you through these experiences? 
 
 
 
 
2. How is the Lord active in your life? Read Psalm 23:2; Psalm 48:14; Psalm 73:24; Isaiah 30:21; 

and John 10:11. 
 
 
 
 
3. How might you apply Jesus’ prayer for unity to opening a “door” among the fellowship of 

believers in your congregation? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Pray Psalm 143:10 each day. 
2. Watch for God’s activity of opening and closing doors in your life. Thank Him as He guides 

you in accordance with His plan through this process. 
3. Reach out to a friend or family member who feels the sadness and sorrow of having a door 

closed to him/her. Comfort the person with God’s promises. 
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Session 17—The Festival of Pentecost 

Genesis 11:1–9; Acts 2:37–47; John 15:26–27; 16:4b–11 

Theme: Gathering to Scatter 

Law/Gospel Focus 
As surely as God punishes those who reject Him and seek to build their own self–serving 

community, He promises to send the Holy Spirit to establish, build, and strengthen His community 
through the Word and through the Sacraments. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• recognize God’s call to worship centered around the Word and the Sacraments; 
• demonstrate confidence in our lives of daily discipleship because of the Holy Spirit, our 

Comforter and Guide; 
• recognize the challenges of being in the world and yet not of the world. 

Introduction 
The lighting of the Olympic flame marks the beginning of the Olympic games. The flame is 

ignited by a torch that runners have carried from the Olympic Valley in Greece to the host city, and it 
burns throughout the games. 

After waiting for days, the Spirit came on Pentecost to ignite the disciples’ faith. As the lighting 
of the Olympic flame marks the beginning of the Olympic games, so the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost marks the beginning of the apostolic ministry. 

1. When we received the Holy Spirit in Baptism, what did God begin? 
 
 
 
 
2. As the Holy Spirit works through the Word and Sacraments, what does God continue to do? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Genesis 11:1–9; Acts 2:37–47; John 15:26–27; and John 16:4b–11. 
1. What was the sin of the builders of the Tower of Babel? How did God respond to their sin? 
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2. In Acts, what happened when the hearers of Peter’s sermon realized their sin? How did Peter 
respond? 

 
 
 
 
3. What continued in the church after Peter’s Pentecost sermon? 
 
 
 
 
4. When and how did our Lord keep His promise of sending a Counselor? Compare John 15:26 

and John 16:7 with Acts 2:1–4. 
 
 
 
 
5. For what reason does God scatter those whom He has gathered? What directions are given in 

the following passages to the scattered church: Matthew 5:14–16; Matthew 16:24; Galatians 5:13; 
Galatians 5:22–23; Ephesians 5:18–20. 

 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Luther referred to the Holy Spirit in his explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed: 

“He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies.” How does the Spirit work in your life? 
 
 
 
 
2. How do the following passages apply to your Christian life: Acts 2:38; Acts 2:42; Acts 2:46; 

John 15:27; John 16:7? 

Vision 
1. Reflect on how God gathered you and now scatters you into the world for sharing His love 

with unbelievers. 
2. Reach out to a person this week with the message of God’s love for them in Jesus Christ. 
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Leader Notes 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study. Others will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members 
of the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one 
group, the second to another, and so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers they discover. 

Each session divides into four easy-to-use sections: 
Introduction introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture. 
Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in Scripture to their lives. 
Vision provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out 

of the classroom and into the world. 
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Session 1—First Sunday in Lent: Needs: 
Needed or Needy 

Deuteronomy 26:5–10; Romans 10:8b–13; Luke 4:1–13 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. Satan tempts us the same way that he tempted Jesus by causing doubts in our life. Satan said to 

Jesus, “Tell this stone to become bread.” To us he asks, “If God really loves you, why are you so needy? 
If He really loved you wouldn’t He give you more stuff?” Satan offers Jesus authority over all the 
kingdoms of the world. To us he asks, “If you are God’s beloved sons and daughters, why are you the 
world’s weaklings?” He claims that we need more authority and splendor. Satan asks Jesus to test God by 
throwing Himself down off the highest point of the temple. To us, Satan asks, “If you are the God’s 
beloved sons and daughters, why doesn’t He work miraculous signs and wonders among you?”  

2. Jesus withstood the devil’s temptations so that His victory could substitute for our defeat. 
Jesus’ work of salvation has been called a vicarious atonement, which means that He took our place, 
substituting His life for ours in every way.  

3. According to St. Paul, where is this “weapon” found? What does St. Paul mean by the location 
of this “weapon”? Jesus used God’s Word to combat temptation. God’s Word is near us as it is professed 
by our “mouth” and believed in our “heart.” Since God’s Word is near us, we can use it for combating 
temptation and strengthening faith. 

4. Jacob needed the promised homeland where his “few people” would be multiplied and the 
children of Israel needed freedom from Egypt’s “hard labor.” God gave Jacob his homeland where he 
prospered. He also freed Israel from the bondage of Egypt, leading the children of Israel into the “a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” 

Connect 
1. As Jacob and the children of Israel were brought to their promised land, we too will be taken to 

the promised land when we leave this life and enter into life everlasting. Just as God freed the Israelites 
from bondage in Egypt, we have been freed from fear and guilt through God’s act of sending His Son to 
receive the punishment for our sins. 

2. Jesus (Yeshua in Hebrew) literally means “Yahweh saves” or “the Lord rescues.” Answers will 
vary. 

3. Jesus essentially places His stamp of approval on the authority of Scripture. Since Jesus is God, 
what He says is true. Jesus, in the reading from Luke, gives authority to the Old Testament. In John 
14:25–26, Jesus gives authority to the forthcoming writings (New Testament) of His disciples. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 2—Second Sunday in Lent:  
The Master Plan 

Jeremiah 26:8–15; Philippians 3:17–4:1; Luke 13:31–35 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 
3. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. Jesus was speaking of His death. Recall Jesus’ words on the cross, “My God, My God, why 

have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46). God left His temple “house,” the “house” of David’s royal 
descendant, desolate! This prophecy was fulfilled when the Father abandoned His sinless Son on the cross 
at Calvary where Jesus took our place. 

2. This prophecy was fulfilled when Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. This 
prophecy also points to those who see Christ as their risen Savior by faith. It also points to the Last Day 
when “every knee shall bow . . . and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Philippians 2:10–
11). 

3. St. Paul describes us as citizens of heaven. We became citizens of heaven at our Baptism (see 
Romans 6:4) when we were joined with Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

4. The Gospel in the Old Testament reading is that the Lord would change His plans concerning 
the judgment of Judah. God acts graciously on behalf of His people—He is slow to anger and merciful. 
He rescued His people then and now through the blood of Jesus shed on the cross. 

Connect 
1. Jesus was speaking of His forthcoming resurrection. In Luke 11:29–30, Jesus claims that the 

only sign the people would receive verifying His divinity would be His resurrection. The goal that Jesus 
spoke of was the completion of His work of redemption. Jesus’ resurrection secured our hope for eternal 
life. 

2. Answers will vary. 
3. Our status before God is dependent upon something outside of us, the life, death, and 

resurrection of God’s Son. In Him alone do we have life. Only from faith in Christ’s full atonement for all 
of people’s sin will we live a Christian life. 

4. Our lowly bodies will be transformed like Jesus’ glorious body. The risen Christ is 
recognizable and touchable (Matthew 28:9; Luke 24:39; John 20:17, 20, 27). He even eats (Luke 24:43), 
but His body is not bound by space (Luke 24:31, 36, 51; John 20:19, 26). 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 3—Third Sunday in Lent: 
Excuse Me 

Exodus 3:1–8a, 10–15; 1 Corinthians 10:1–13; Luke 13:1–9 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. Moses asks, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 

And, “Suppose they ask me, ‘What is God’s name?’ ” God tells Moses that He would always be with him. 
He makes a promise to Moses that after the people had been brought out of Egypt, they would all worship 
Yahweh God at Mount Horeb. God even discloses His name for the first time. 

2. Look at John 8:58. What are the implications of Jesus’ words? God said, “I am who I am.” 
This name reveals the very nature of God. He is eternal, omnipotent, and omniscient. God is who He is. 
He is the only noncontingent being from which all life has its origin. Jesus states that He is God in the 
flesh. This is the reason the Pharisees picked up stones to throw at Him. They thought that He was 
blaspheming God.  

3. God’s displeasure with old Israel, as with us (new Israel), runs deeper than their sins. These 
sins betrayed their belief in self-deification. “Lord, do this my way. In us we trust!” Israel failed with their 
gifts. They set their hearts not on God’s promises, but “on evil things” (1 Corinthians 10:6). Israel fell for 
the temptations at hand, rather than trusting their Lord. 

4. Jesus tells us twice, “Unless you repent, you too will all perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). Trouble is a 
result of sin. In the finality of things, death is the end result of sin for all people. God solved this “trouble” 
by sending His Son to experience the punishment we deserved because of His displeasure over our sins. 

5. God has promised to work in us His life-giving forgiveness through His Word and through His 
Sacraments. Nothing less than these means can nurture our spiritual fruitfulness. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. All people’s troubles are a result of sin. Every human being has 

experienced or will experience trouble, especially the “trouble” of death. Regardless, Christ came to take 
our troubles and sins upon Himself for the purpose of restoring hope to those who are troubled.  

2. In the Divine Service, worshipers repent in the confession and confess their faith in the creed. 
Also, the Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy”) and the Gloria (“Glory to God in the highest”) have both parts of 
repentance. 

3. Christ’s forgiveness changes our whole relationship to God. We can admit, “I am sorry,” and 
trust that God has forgiven us. God’s forgiveness motivates us to forgive when we have been sinned 
against, and also to speak God’s forgiveness to all. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 4—Fourth Sunday in Lent: 
But Now I’m Found 

Isaiah 12:1–6; 1 Corinthians 1:18–31; Luke 15:1–3, 11–32 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 
3. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. God’s warns us in the parable of the prodigal son that we are to have no other gods besides 

Yahweh God. The youngest son chooses other gods when he chooses to leave his father’s house to set out 
on his own. The elder son displays a form of self-worship as he proclaims, “You never gave me . . .” The 
older brother and the prodigal brother, as well as you and me, were born believers in ourselves as gods. 

2. How does this show our heavenly Father’s wisdom and strength? The father appears foolish as 
he welcomes the prodigal son. He looks “weak” as he pleads with the son who boasts in self-
righteousness. Jesus pictures our Father’s wisdom in winning sinners back to Himself; He demonstrates 
His strength in turning the self-righteous toward home. 

3. The Old Testament reading is a response of God’s great mercy. Isaiah’s song in verses 1–3 of 
chapter 13 fits our mouths as well as the prodigal’s. Because of the cross, God’s “anger has turned away.” 
Because of Christ, “the Lord is my strength and my song, He has become my salvation.” Verses 4–6 
reflect a reconciliation with the prodigal’s brother. We would “make known among the nations what the 
Lord has done.” We rejoice in what appears to us as our Father’s weak and foolish ways. He has restored 
even the self-righteous! 

Connect 
1. God gives us His Gospel Word and His Sacraments. “You are all sons of God through faith in 

Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 
3:26–27). In Luke 22:19–20, “This is My body . . . My blood . . . for you.” 

2. The robe replaces his rags and tells of the lost son’s restored status. Rings were used to seal 
official documents, and this shows the authority the father had given his son. Since slaves often go 
barefoot, the sandals show the prodigal’s sonship. The father sacrifices his very best calf. The father 
“welcomes” the sinner son “and eats with him.” Just as the father sacrificed the very best calf, God, the 
heavenly Father, sacrificed His sinless Son. 

3. Paul identifies the heart of God’s amazing grace. “We preach Christ crucified” (1 Corinthians 
1:23). The storyteller gave His life. His story comes true, and ours has a happy ending! Examples will 
vary. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 5—Fifth Sunday in Lent: 
Damned If You Do . . . Delivered If You Don’t 

Isaiah 43:16–21; Philippians 3:8–14; Luke 20:9–19 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. God’s love is marked by perpetual patience. God sees beyond time. He 

waits, sometimes a whole lifetime, for a sinner to repent and come back to Him. Our love is much 
different. It is affected by emotions and selfishness. 

Inform 
1. The owner who planted the vineyard is God. The vineyard is Israel. The tenants of the owner 

are Israel’s leaders. The harvest fruit that the tenants owed the owner are good deeds done in faith. The 
servants whom the owner sends are the prophets of God. The owner’s son is Jesus. Finally, the others 
whom at last the owner gives the vineyard to are the church.  

2. During Lent we sing, “Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love” (LW, p. 165). “God so loved the 
world” (John 3:16). “Love is patient, love is kind. . . . It is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs” (1 Corinthians 13:4–6). 

3. Paul says, “Do receive the Father’s Son, for He has delivered you.” Paul confesses that he does 
not have a righteousness of his own, but he stands right with God “through faith in Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.” Faith grasps the mercy won for all the world by 
Christ’s self-sacrifice. We contribute nothing to our justification. Paul confesses, “not having a 
righteousness of my own.” 

4. He forgives so that “the people [He] formed for [Himself] . . . may proclaim [His] praise.” 
5. God promises to bring them back to Palestine. 

Connect 
1. The Father sent His Son to redeem fallen creation with His blood. This is both Law and 

Gospel. Gospel for us, because through His Son’s life, death, and resurrection we receive eternal life. Law 
for Jesus, because He encountered God’s wrath on the cross on account of our sin.  

2. Both those who reject and those who ignore Jesus are “broken to pieces” and “crushed.” In the 
verse before our epistle, Paul recalls his former “zeal in persecuting the church.” The resurrected 
“capstone” smashed the old life of Paul, just as it smashes the old life of all who come to faith in Christ 
Jesus. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 6—Palm Sunday or Sunday of the Passion: 
The Day in the Life of Jesus 

Deuteronomy 32:36–39; Philippians 2:5–11; Luke 22:1–23:56 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2.. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. God has the right to judge people who have strayed from Him. He also has the right to show 

compassion towards His people. God also has the right to create and sustain life as well as to take it. 
2. Paul urges us to demonstrate humility and servanthood. 
3. When we confess Jesus as Lord in corporate worship as well as our daily worship life, we 

respond to Christ’s Lordship. 
4. In the Lord’s Supper we receive the gifts of forgiveness and eternal life given in Christ’s body 

and blood. In the Garden, Jesus prayed to His Father even though He knew what was awaiting Him. We 
learn that we can call upon God for help in all times of trouble. Jesus received an unjust trial but still 
carried through with the will of God the Father. 

The greatest moment of all is Christ’s crucifixion. When Christ died on the tree, we were given 
life. We can cling to Jesus’ words spoken to the thief on the cross: “Today you will be with Me in 
paradise.” Although the crucifixion is a sad moment, we know what will follow after Jesus was laid in the 
tomb. He even prophesied what would happen in order that all would know that He is Lord. 

Connect 
1. a. Answers will vary. Honoring God with our tithes and offerings, prayer, submitting to the 

will of God, and standing firm on the truth of God’s Word are all appropriate responses to what Christ did 
for us. 

b. We confess Jesus in our words and actions, especially those that demonstrate Christ’s 
unconditional love and forgiveness. 

2. In our Baptism we participate in Christ’s death and resurrection. In Him we bury sin and rise to 
new life. As we are reminded of our Baptism, we will be moved to share this new life in Christ with 
others. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 7—Maundy Thursday: 
The Best Meal You Ever Had 

Jeremiah 31:31–34; Hebrews 10:15–39; Luke 22:7–20 

Introduction 
Answers will vary. 

Inform 
 
1. God promises a new covenant. It will enable the Israelites to know Him in a personal way. The 

new covenant was a promise to forgive sin and remember our iniquity no more. Hebrews describes this 
new covenant again as God demonstrates His love as He promises to place faith in our hearts and forgive 
and remember our sins no more.  

2. Living under God’s new covenant, we can hold to the hope we profess: Christ paid the penalty 
and God has forgiven our sins. Believers can urge others to love and do good works as a fruit of faith. We 
can encourage one another amidst the trials of life. We can be confident in the face of the dark and dreary 
moments of life. We can believe without doubt and fear that God has saved us. Living apart from the new 
covenant, a person who willingly keeps on sinning has rejected the only sacrifice for forgiveness and can 
expect only judgment. 

3. The Good News of the Holy Meal is a proclamation of Christ’s death on the cross where the 
penalty for our sins was paid. This is the best meal ever provided to people because it offers forgiveness 
of sins to all who believe. 

Connect 
1. God offered in His Supper the forgiveness of sins and the assurance of her salvation. 
2. Rachel and Adam have received the continued assurance of their salvation, the forgiveness of 

sins committed against God and each other, and strength to lead Christian lives. 
3. Andy received the forgiveness of sins and the renewed strength to lead a life worthy of his 

calling as a believer. 
4. Answers will vary. Through faith all who take the Lord’s Supper receive the forgiveness of 

sins, the assurance of eternal life, and faith-strengthening power to live lives that reflect God’s love. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 8—Good Friday: 
The Worst Suffering, the Best Result 

Isaiah 52:13–53:12 [Hosea 6:1–6]; Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9; John 18:1–19:42 [John 19:17–30] 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Jesus’ suffering and death paid the debt that all people owed because of sin. Jesus’ suffering 

won salvation for all who would believe in His name. 

Inform 
1. The Suffering Servant died innocently. All the world’s sin was placed upon Him as a 

universally atoning sacrifice. 
2. Jesus poured out His lifeblood for us on the cross. He who was innocent was numbered with 

the guilty. 
3. Hosea talks about the Lord restoring us on the third day. He has removed our sins, the barrier 

to our relationship with God our Father. Christ’s resurrection on the third day after His crucifixion was 
the announcement to all that He had truly conquered sin, death, and the devil. 

4. Jesus has gone into heaven, and He has sympathy for us and understands our situation. He 
experienced the same kinds of temptations that we experience. Yet He never sinned. 

5. An innocent Jesus pleaded with God and submitted to His will by suffering and dying on the 
cross. The result—we receive from His suffering forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

6. Jesus knew all along what was going to happen to Him and allowed Himself to be arrested 
(John 18:4–9). He recognized that He must submit to His Father’s will (John 18:10–11). Jesus predicted 
Peter’s denial during His suffering (John 18:27; John 13:38). Jesus states that His kingdom is not an 
earthly one and that the power over Him is not found on earth (John 18:36; John 19:11). 

7. Through His suffering and death, Jesus completed all that God had set out for Him to 
accomplish in order to win for us forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  

Connect 
1. Answers may vary. An innocent person does not deserve punishment. 
2. We receive good results because of Jesus’ suffering. This is the greatest news we could ever 

hear. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 9—The Resurrection of Our Lord:  
He Won the Victory and So Did We 

Exodus 15:1–11; 1 Corinthians 15:1–11; Luke 24:1–11 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. Jesus’ resurrection provides victory over sin, death, and the devil in the 

past, present, and future. Through Baptism we claim Jesus’ victory as our victory. 

Inform 
1. God is described as being highly exalted (Exodus 15:1); my strength, my song, my salvation, 

my God (15:2); a warrior (15:3); and majestic in power (15:6). The Israelites sang songs of praise to God. 
2. The central message of Christianity is Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection from the 

grave. Without this, there is no Gospel and no hope for salvation. 
3. Paul compares himself to the other apostles as one who was lifted out of his role as a 

persecutor of the church into the office of apostle. 
4. The women were prepared to deal with the death of Jesus as they headed to the tomb to 

complete the burial customs. They must have been filled with grief, but when they found Jesus alive, they 
were filled with amazement as they ran to tell the disciples. They were probably disappointed that the 
disciples did not believe them. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. Some suggestions are daily reading of the Word; keeping Christ as the 

focus, especially in times of trouble; sharing the Gospel; attending Bible study; and daily thanking and 
praising the Lord. 

2. Answers will vary. Sharing the victory Christ won for us means to continually share the 
message of Christ’s death and resurrection. We must keep this as the focus. Acts 17:31 states that God has 
proved Jesus to be the Righteous One by raising Him from the dead.  

3. 1 Peter 2:24—He bore our sins so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 2 
Timothy 1:10—He has destroyed death and brought us eternal life; 1 Corinthians 15:55–57—Through the 
resurrection we are assured that life conquered death and has given us that victory through faith; 1 John 
3:8—The work of the devil has been destroyed by Christ. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 10—Second Sunday of Easter: 
Surprise, Surprise, Surprise 

Acts 5:12, 17–32; Revelation 1:4–18; John 20:19–31 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. God’s surprises include the disciples’ performance of miracles, their release from jail by God, 

and their continued proclamation of the Gospel. In spite of Jesus’ surprising intervention, the Jewish 
leaders did not recognize His power. 

2. He made the statement to the religious leaders who were supposed to represent God. What a 
surprise that they did not know Jesus and that Peter, a fisherman, did. 

3. Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. Jesus is the first and last, 
the beginning and the end. 

4. He saw Jesus in heaven dressed in a robe with a golden sash; His head and hair were white; His 
eyes were blazing; His feet were like bronze glowing; His voice was like rushing waters; He held seven 
stars; out of His mouth came a double-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining. 

5. Thomas was not with the disciples when Jesus appeared, and demanded physical proof of the 
resurrection. A week later, the risen Christ confronted Thomas. He touched the hands and the side of 
Jesus and came to believe. 

6. Acts 5:12, 17–32—The fear of the disciples is changed to peace as God miraculously opens the 
jail. Revelation 1:4–18—Jesus assures John not to be afraid when he looks into heaven. John 20:19–31—-
Jesus’ appearance comforts the disciples when He appears to them behind locked doors. 

Connect 
1. Ephesians 2:8–9—God saves us by His grace through faith. Titus 3:5—God saved us by the 

washing and regeneration in Baptism. Romans 15:13—God gives believers joy, peace, and hope. 
Matthew 26:27-28—God gives us His Son’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. 2 Corinthians 
5:17—God makes us a new creation. 

2. Answers will vary. 
3. God has justified us by faith, which He gives us. He assures us that He is with us in both good 

times and bad. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 11—Third Sunday of Easter: 
Once Was Blind but Now I See 

Acts 9:1–20; Revelation 5:11–14; John 21:1–14 

Introduction 
1. Sin and disobedience cause us to be blind and hostile towards God. Sin manifests itself in 

actions contrary to God’s will. 
2. The crucified and risen Lord has given us forgiveness and redemption; He has not counted our 

sins against us. He gave all this to us when we received the gift of saving faith. 

Inform 
1. Paul saw Jesus by direct revelation. Jesus appeared to Saul as he traveled on the road to 

Damascus. 
2. Ananias surely heard of Saul’s exploits. He must have feared for his life as he went to visit 

Saul. 
3. The key words are as follows: power—Jesus controls everything; wealth—Jesus owns 

everything; wisdom—Jesus knows everything; strength—Jesus overcomes everything; honor—Jesus is 
above everything; glory—Jesus is beyond everything; praise—Jesus is greater than everything; and 
honor—Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords. 

4. Many consider John the disciple whom Jesus loved. He recognized Jesus. Peter reacted by 
jumping into the Sea of Galilee and swimming after Jesus while the other disciples came to shore in the 
boat. 

5. In the reading from John, Jesus has been resurrected. The disciples didn’t recognize Him 
because He was on the shore while they were fishing. Perhaps John was able to recognize Him because he 
remembered the time Jesus had instructed the disciples to throw their nets on the other side of the boat 
early in His ministry.  

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 
3. God has given us the Word and Sacraments to strengthen our faith so that we may keep our 

eyes fixed on Jesus and the work He accomplished on the cross. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 12—Fourth Sunday of Easter: 
The Lamb Is the Shepherd 

Acts 13:15–16a, 26–33; Revelation 7:9–17; John 10:22–30 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. Jesus was given to die for us as the final sacrifice for sins. 

Inform 
1. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ’s death for sins and His resurrection from the dead. 

This is the model for biblical evangelism. The Gospel is the death of Christ for sins and the resurrection, 
which proves that Christ truly conquered death. Paul states in Acts 17:31, “He has given proof of this to 
all men by raising Him from the dead.”  

2. Christ is simultaneously the Good Shepherd and the Lamb. Through His sacrificial death 
(Lamb), He rescues all who have gone astray (Good Shepherd). 

3. Those in heaven are described as standing before the throne, serving the Lamb, and being 
sheltered by God. There is no hunger or thirst, nor will the sun or scorching heat harm them. The Lamb is 
their Shepherd who leads them to springs of living water and wipes away their tears. 

4. Jesus is described as the Lamb and the Shepherd.  
5. Believers follow Jesus, and He gives them eternal life and security. He promises that no one 

will snatch His sheep from Him and the Father. 
6. The sheep listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd and do as He commands. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. “The Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil 

one” (2 Thessalonians 3:3). 
3. John 6:35—Jesus is the Bread of Life who strengthens us in saving faith; John 7:37—Jesus 

quenches our desires, helping us to find rest in Him; John 9:5—Jesus is the light of the world; John 
11:25–26—Jesus is the resurrection and the life; John 15:5—Jesus is the true vine. He keeps us connected 
to Him and in fellowship with one another. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 13—Fifth Sunday of Easter:  
What’s New about Love? 

Acts 13:44–52; Revelation 21:1–5; John 13:31–35 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. Love is characterized in three different ways. Philio is brotherly/friendship 

love. Eros is erotic love. Agape is sacrificial love. 
2. Answers will vary. Positive motives for love might include witnessing faith in Jesus, obeying 

God, and responding to what God has accomplished. Negative motives might include receiving 
something in return, obtaining a favor, or accomplishing your goals. 

Inform 
1. Paul was persecuted and the Gospel message was rejected. Paul left Pisidian Antioch to share 

the Good News with others. 
2. God promises a new heaven and earth where believers will live in eternal bliss with Him. 
3. See Genesis 8:21. People are inclined toward evil from their youth, beginning with desire that 

bears sin and results in death. 
4. 1 John 3:16—Jesus showed His love by laying down His life for us. Titus 2:14—Jesus gave 

Himself to redeem us. 
5. People will know that we are Christians by our love for one another. 

Connect 
1. Demonstrations of Christian love in our lives flow from the boundless love God has given to 

each of us in the death of His Son. 
2. A Christian is motivated by the love that was first shown him through Christ. A nonbeliever 

shows love for selfish reasons. 
3. Answers will vary. “Tough love” allows a person to have their space. It is probably more 

effective for a Christian to demonstrate “tough love” to a nonbeliever rather than to be confrontational 
and aggressive. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activity aloud and recommend it to participants. 
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Session 14—Sixth Sunday of Easter: 
Departures and Arrivals 

Acts 14:8–18; Revelation 21:10–14, 22–23; John 14:23–29 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. The people of Lystra desired to worship Paul and Barnabas rather than their Creator. 
2. See the reading from Acts. Paul and Barnabas tore their clothes as a sign of displeasure and 

made known that they were only creatures of God and not God themselves. 
3. The high wall symbolizes the entrance into heaven. The twelve gates symbolize that the 

entrance into heaven is guarded to ensure that only believers enter. The names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel symbolize the Old Testament believers who looked forward to the coming Savior. The twelve 
foundations with the twelve apostles’ names symbolize the New Testament believers who look back at 
the salvation accomplished by the risen Savior. The glory of God is the source of light and the Lamb is 
the lamp. The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple. 

4. Jesus tells His disciples that those who love Him will obey His Word (vv. 23–24). He is to be 
the object of our love (v. 23). The object of obedience is the teaching of Christ (vv. 23–24). The Spirit 
will teach all things and remind the apostles what the Savior has said (v. 26). Jesus gives us a peace unlike 
any other in the world (v. 27). He tells the disciples these things so that they will be informed of the 
purpose of His departure. 

Connect 
1. In verse 26, Jesus tells the disciples that the Holy Spirit would remind them of all that Jesus 

had taught them and all that He did in their midst. Jesus speaks of the forthcoming New Testament. He is 
giving His “stamp of approval” on the future writings of the disciples and apostles. 

2. Nahum 1:7—Emphasis is placed on the Lord’s continual care during trials and troubles. 
Romans 8:38–39—Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Psalm 23—The Good 
Shepherd guides and cares for us in all life’s events. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 15—The Ascension of Our Lord: 
I Told You So! 

Acts 1:1–11; Ephesians 1:16–23; Luke 24:44–53 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. List both the positive and negative aspects. 
3. In the Bible God provides information about our lives. Through Scripture He talks to us about 

our sin and about our Savior. 

Inform 
1. Jesus gave empirical proof to His disciples that He was risen from the dead. He had His 

disciples look at and touch His wounds, He talked with them about His teaching, and He was physically 
present with them. 

2. The disciples were to wait in Jerusalem for the promised Holy Spirit. They would receive 
power and be witnesses to Christ’s death and resurrection throughout the entire Roman Empire. 

3. Jesus would return in the same visible, glorious way in which He had departed. 
4. The Spirit works faith in the hearts of all people and enlightens us so that we can truly know 

Him and the riches of His glory. 
5. Jesus is seated at the right hand of God the Father in heaven. He has been appointed by His 

Father as the head of the church and is in control of everything. 
6. Jesus told His followers that everything in Scripture about Him was to be fulfilled and that they 

were to fit into His plan. 
7. The disciples responded to Jesus’ ascension with great joy as they worshiped and praised God. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. Psalm 34:22—“The Lord redeems His servants; no one will be condemned 

who takes refuge in Him.” Psalm 118:8—“It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.” 
Proverbs 3:5—Trust the Lord, not your own understanding. John 16:24—Jesus encourages us to complete 
our joy by asking Him for anything. 1 Thessalonians 5:18—God desires us to give thanks to God in all 
circumstances. 

2. God’s “I told you so’s” are promises for our lives. Our “I told you so’s” are often prideful, 
scornful remarks. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activity aloud and recommend it to participants. 
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Session 16—Seventh Sunday of Easter: 
Behind Closed Doors 

Acts 16:6–10; Revelation 22:12–17, 20; John 17:20–26 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. God opens and closes doors as a means of guiding the life of a believer. 

Inform 
1. The Spirit kept Paul from preaching in Bithynia and Mysia. Paul was given a vision, and the 

door to preach in Macedonia was opened. 
2. What invitation does God give to all people? Those who have had their robes washed by the 

blood of Christ have the right to the tree of life. The door of heaven is closed to all who have rejected 
Christ and who consequently practice magic arts, sexual immorality, murder, idolatry, and the love and 
practice of falsehood. The Lord has invited all to receive the free gift of salvation earned by Christ on the 
cross. 

3. Eternal life is a free gift from God. Those who do not enter into eternal life have chosen to go 
their own way. 

4. Jesus prays for unity among believers. 
5. Jesus claims that He is God. He says that He and the Father are one. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Psalm 23:2—God leads us to green pastures beside still waters, providing us with both 

temporal and spiritual blessings. Psalm 48:14—God guides us to the end. Psalm 73:24—God guides His 
faithful people with His counsel and takes us finally to eternity. Isaiah 30:21—God directs our paths. 
John 10:11—Jesus, the Good Shepherd, laid down His life for you. 

3. Answers will vary. Some answers might be the following: serving as a peacemaker between 
two people; working to resolve troublesome issues through the study of God’s Word; serving in a church 
office; or teaching. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 
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Session 17—The Festival of Pentecost: 
Gathering to Scatter 

Genesis 11:1–9; Acts 2:37–47; John 15:26–27; 16:4b–11 

Introduction 
1. God created our saving faith in Jesus when we received the Holy Spirit through Holy Baptism. 

We received forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 
2. God continues to strengthen our faith in Jesus as the Holy Spirit works through God’s Word 

and the Lord’s Supper. 

Inform 
1. The builders of the Tower of Babel were filled with sinful self-centeredness as they denied the 

power of God and attempted to bring glory to themselves rather then give glory to God. The Lord 
responded by scattering them throughout the world, confusing their language, and stopping them from 
building. 

2. The hearers asked Peter what they must do to be saved. Peter responded by telling them that 
they must repent and be baptized. 

3. The community of believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, joined in fellowship, 
broke bread, prayed, shared everything, met in the temple, ate together, and praised God. 

4. Compare John 15:26 and John 16:7 with Acts 2:1–4. The Lord sent His Spirit on the Day of 
Pentecost when the disciples were together. He came with a sound like a mighty wind and the appearance 
of tongues of fire. 

5. God scatters those whom He has gathered so that they might proclaim the death and 
resurrection of Jesus to all people. Matthew 5:14–16—Point others to God as we let our light shine; 
Matthew 16:24–Deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow Jesus; Galatians 5:13–Serve one another 
in love; Galatians 5:22–23—Manifest the fruit of the Spirit in our Christian living; Ephesians 5:18–20—
Avoid sin and speak and sing about God’s goodness, thanking and praising God for everything in the 
name of our Lord Jesus. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. The Spirit works through the means of grace to “call, gather, enlighten, and 

sanctify” His people. 
2. Acts 2:38—Although God is serious about sin, in Christ He provides the forgiveness of sins 

and eternal life to all repentant hearts; Acts 2:42—Christians study God’s Word, share His love in 
fellowship with one another, celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and pray; Acts 2:46—Christians regularly 
worship the Lord; John 15:27—Believers witness Christ though their words and actions; John 16:7—
Believers have received the gift of the Holy Spirit through whom they receive the power to witness 
Christ. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants. 


