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Church Year Bible Studies: Year B Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  

Introduction 

About the Series 
This course is 1 of 12 in the Church Year series. The Bible studies in this series are tied to the 3-

year lectionary. These studies explore the Old Testament lesson (or lesson from the Book of Acts during 
the Easter season), the Epistle lesson, and the Gospel lesson appointed for each Sunday of the church 
year. Optional studies give participants the opportunity to examine the lessons appointed for festivals that 
fall on days other than Sunday (i.e., Ascension, Reformation, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Epiphany, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). 

After a brief review and textual study of the Scripture lessons appointed for a Sunday or festival 
day, each study is designed to help participants draw conclusions about each of the lessons, compare the 
Scripture lessons, discover a unifying theme in the lessons (if possible), and apply the theme to their lives. 
The Leader Notes for each course provide answers to the questions in the Study Sheets. 

May the Holy Spirit richly bless you as you study God’s Word! 

 



Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 1 

Session 1—First Sunday in Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13; Luke 21:25–36 

Theme: Preview of Coming Attractions 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Believers need not despair over the anxieties of the present age. God is faithful to His promise 

that, on the Day of the Lord (Judgment Day), Christ will raise the dead and give an eternal home in 
heaven to all who love and trust in Him. 

Objectives 
By means of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• confess that God has fulfilled our redemption and that He promises Christ will return in 

glory on the Last Day to take all believers to live with Him in eternal glory; 
• find comfort in His loving promise as we experience the anxieties and tribulations of a world 

mired in sin; 
• rejoice in the hope of a better tomorrow as we grow in love and faith and await Christ’s 

coming. 

Introduction 
Our trials and tribulations won’t last forever. God is in control, and He has worked out a 

marvelous plan. No matter how painful and frustrating life may be now, a time of joy awaits us in the 
future because of that which Christ accomplished on the cross on our behalf. 

1. Share a time when your life seemed at the point of despair, and good came from the situation. 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you suppose that we concentrate more on the negatives of life than on the hope of a 

better future? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13; and Luke 21:25–36. 
1. In the Old Testament reading, what words of God give hope to His people in the face of the 

imminent invasion of Judah by Babylon? Who does the righteous Branch sprouting forth from David’s 
line refer to? 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 1 

2. According to Luke, what signs will precede the second coming of Jesus? What is the purpose 
of these signs? 

 
 
 
 
3. Describe the scene of the Last Day. How will Jesus appear and what will He give to all 

believers? 
 
 
 
 
4. How does Paul encourage us to live in preparation for the return of Christ? How does Paul’s 

instruction compare to Christ’s in Luke 21:34–35? 
 
 
 
 
5. What do Romans 8:22–23 and 1 Corinthians 15:51–55 say about our future in Christ?  
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Martin Luther once said, “If I knew that Jesus Christ was coming tomorrow, I would plant an 

apple tree today.” What do you think Luther meant? What would you do if you knew Christ was returning 
tomorrow? 

 
 
 
 
2. Summarize in your own words how the following Scripture passages instruct us to be prepared 

spiritually for Christ’s return: Matthew 24:42–44; Ephesians 5:15–17; 1 Peter 2:11–12. 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Seek one person you know who might be experiencing despair. Share some thoughts from this 

Bible study with that person. 
2. Remember to think each day about the second coming of Christ and how your life is connected 

to this time of future joy. 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 2 

Session 2—First Sunday in Advent 

Malachi 3:1–4; Philippians 1:3–11; Luke 3:1–6 

Theme: Make the Crooked Straight 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Our lives lack love and show our need for repentance. Because of His forgiving love in Jesus 

Christ, God purges us from our sin and saves us. 

Objectives 
As we study God’s Word through the enlightening power of the Holy Spirit, we will 
• recognize how we fall short in our love for God and fail to produce works of righteousness; 
• repent of our lovelessness; 
• celebrate with joy God’s forgiving love for us in Christ Jesus. 

Introduction 
When company is coming for Christmas, we make sure everything will look spotless. Cleaning 

can be difficult. As hard as we try to straighten up the mess, sometimes items need to be thrown away, 
even though we can’t seem to part with them. 

1. Cleaning up our lives is a much bigger job than cleaning up around the house. Why is 
repentance, like cleaning the house, often a painful process? 

 
 
 
 
2. Do you think Christ can live in people who make no attempt to straighten their sin-filled lives? 

Explain. 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Malachi 3:1–4; Philippians 1:3–11; and Luke 3:1–6. 
1. According to the Old Testament reading, who will be the special messenger sent by God to 

prepare the way for the Messiah? What will be this messenger’s task? See also Malachi 4:5–6. 
 
 
 
 
2. The Gospel reading describes the call of John the Baptist. What phrase indicates that John was 

specifically called by God? 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 2 

 
 
 
3. Where does John conduct his ministry? What connection is there between the location of his 

ministry and the content of his ministry? 
 
 
 
 
4. What do the word pictures in Luke 3:4–5 mean? 
 
 
 
 
5. What does Paul encourage the Philippian believers to do while preparing for Christ’s return? 
 
 
 
 
6. What promise are we given as we await Christ’s return? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Read Hebrews 8:12. What assurance do we have when we recall past sins? 
 
 
 
 
2. Read 1 John 1:7b. Was there a time in your life when this verse was especially meaningful? 

Explain. 
 
 
 
 
3. How do Psalm 51:7–12 and James 5:15–16 instruct us to clean up our lives with the help of the 

Holy Spirit so that Christ can live within us? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Think of the things you need help with in cleaning up your life. In your prayers this week, ask 

God to give you strength as you face your sin and try to overcome it. 
2. Think of ways in which you can be used by God to prepare for the Lord’s coming.
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 3 

Session 3—Third Sunday in Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Philippians 4:4–7 (8–9); Luke 3:7–18 

Theme: It’s Time to Sing and Rejoice 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Believers do not need to live in anxiety and fear as they confront the demands of life because God 

has come into our midst in the person and work of Jesus Christ. His first coming we celebrate on 
Christmas, and His promised second coming gives us reason to rejoice and sing. 

Objectives 
As we study God’s Word and are empowered by the Holy Spirit, we will 
• confess the sin in our lives that robs us of our joy; 
• experience peace even as we face the demands of hectic lives, especially as we prepare to 

celebrate Christmas; 
• celebrate through song the forgiveness and salvation God provides through faith in Jesus. 

Introduction 
Often Christians have difficulty experiencing joy as the busyness of the season and day-to-day 

troubles crowd out joy-filled celebration. Jesus came into the world to conquer that which would rob us of 
our joy—sin, death, and the power of Satan. His love for us enables us to anticipate Christmas with 
enthusiasm. 

1. As you prepare for Christmas, what experiences do you face that would cause you to cry out, 
“Bah! Humbug!”? 

 
 
 
 
2. Why do you suppose the Christmas season is so alive with music and carols? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Philippians 4:4–7 (8–9); and Luke 3:7–18.  
1. In the Old Testament reading, what reasons is Israel given to sing and be glad? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you suppose Paul repeats the phrase, “I will say it again: Rejoice!”? In what respect 

are the statements of Zephaniah and Paul appropriate responses to God’s gift of salvation? 
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3. According to the Epistle reading, how does God enable us to live joy-filled lives? 
 
 
 
 
4. Compare the baptism John provides with the Baptism Jesus gives (Luke 3:16–17). What does 

God provide through Holy Baptism? See Romans 8:9–11, 16–17. 
 
 
 
 
5. Some thought that John the Baptizer might be the promised Messiah. How did John compare 

himself to the true Messiah? How does John’s attitude remind us of the attitude God enables us to 
demonstrate as we serve Him and others? 

 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. What might you say to a person who seems to have no joy as he or she anticipates Christmas? 
 
 
 
 
2. C. S. Lewis once said that there is a big difference between joy and happiness. A Christian can 

live without happiness but not without joy. How might you be unhappy, but still filled with joy? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why is joy a dominant characteristic of a Christian? See Romans 14:17. 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
As you see your neighbors during the Christmas season, invite them over for a holiday gathering. 

If the opportunity arises, talk about the reason for your joy in Christ. 
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Session 4—Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Micah 5:2–4; Hebrews 10:5–10; Luke 1:39–45 (46–55) 

Theme: The Reason for the Season 

Law/Gospel Focus 
We deserve for God to abandon us because of our rebellious and stubborn will. But God in His 

love sent a Savior who suffered and died on the cross so that we might become His heirs and live with 
Him forever in heaven. 

Objectives 
By means of the Holy Spirit working through the Word, we will 
• confess our rebellion against God and His will for our lives; 
• affirm God’s forgiveness for our sins through His Son, our Savior, who perfectly obeyed 

God’s will; 
• rejoice with Mary that our loving God has shared His mercy and salvation with us and all the 

world. 

Introduction 
God reveals the complete picture of Christmas in Scripture. With our eyes focused on God’s 

Word, the Holy Spirit enables us to see the complete picture, God’s complete plan of salvation through 
Jesus Christ—the reason for the season. 

1. Think of the most meaningful Christmas you have had. What made it so meaningful? 
 
 
 
 
2. What aspects of  Christmas celebrations seem to rob you of God’s peace? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Micah 5:2–4; Hebrews 10:5–10; and Luke 1:39–45 (46–55). 
1. In the Old Testament reading, how does Micah describe the town where the Savior is to be 

born? What significance does the phrase “whose origins are from of old, from ancient times” have? 
 
 
 
 
2. To personalize how He must care for His wayward people, what “profession” characterizes the 

coming Messiah? Why is this profession so appropriate to describe the Savior? 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 4 

 
 
 
 
3. In the Gospel reading, what is the important meaning of Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary? 
 
 
 
 
4. Why does Mary make special reference to Abraham in her song to the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
5. According to the author of Hebrews, how were the offerings and sacrifices in the Old 

Testament insufficient for the forgiveness of sins? What was the purpose of these sacrifices? 
 
 
 
 
6. What does Hebrews say concerning how Jesus fulfilled the perfect will of God and won 

salvation for us? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. At times we may lose focus of the reason for the season of Christmas. What can you and your 

family do to keep Jesus Christ at the heart and center of your Christmas activities? 
 
 
 
 
2. Jesus never once mentioned His birth, but He talked a lot about why He came into the world. 

What do Luke 19:10; Mark 10:45; and John 3:17 say about Christ’s purpose for coming into the world? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. The word Bethlehem means “house of bread.” On many occasions Jesus spoke of Himself as 

the bread of life. Take note of what God’s Word says about bread in John 6:48–51 and in 1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 and apply it to the Christmas celebration. 

2. Mary played an important role in the unfolding of God’s plan of salvation. What opportunities 
are there for you to serve God in a special way this Christmas? 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 5 

Session 5—The Nativity of Our Lord 

Isaiah 62:10–12; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:1–20 

Theme: Love Came Down at Christmas 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The Christmas Gospel reveals the Good News of God’s love, showered upon the sin-filled world 

at the birth of His Son. Christmas reminds us that God saved us through His Son’s life, death, and 
resurrection since we could not save ourselves by our own works. 

Objectives 
By means of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• recognize that in order to save us, God needed to redeem us from the power of sin; 
• rejoice that God has sent the Christ Child to rescue us and remain with us as our Savior and 

King; 
• celebrate, as did the shepherds, the love of God that came down to the world at Bethlehem 

and continues to shine in our hearts today. 

Introduction 
Jesus’ birth took place in the midst of the noise and commotion in an overpopulated city. The 

Roman census had brought droves of people to the little town of Bethlehem. All the rooms for rent were 
filled. Mary and Joseph found a place with the animals. In the midst of this less-than-ideal situation, Mary 
gave birth to Jesus. God’s love had come to our world! 

1. Why would God allow His Son to be born in such a poor environment? How was this 
environment similar to the environment we live in today? 

 
 
 
 
2. How can the environment—noisy, hectic, sinful—hamper our Christmas celebration? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 62:10–12; Titus 3:4–7; and Luke 2:1–20. 
1. What words does Isaiah use to describe God’s love? What words does Paul use to express to 

Titus God’s love? 
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Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 5 

2. In Titus, what phrase makes it clear that salvation is a gift from God? How does God claim us 
as heirs to His kingdom? 

 
 
 
 
3. Why do you suppose Luke includes historical details about the Roman world in his description 

of the birth of Christ? 
 
 
 
 
4. What is the symbolism of Jesus being placed in a manger? 
 
 
 
 
5. To whom was the Gospel first announced? How did Jesus repeat this pattern throughout His 

ministry? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. The world does not stop because we celebrate Christmas. The world continues in its wicked 

ways. How do you personally deal with the clamor of sin in this world and the joy of Christ’s birth at the 
same time? What Gospel promise or Scripture passage associated with Christmas gives you the greatest 
assurance of God’s love? 

 
 
 
 
2. The Epistle reading reminds us that Baptism is a Christmas event. Like Christmas, Baptism 

means that God chooses to share His salvation with us as a free gift. Summarize what the following 
passages say about Baptism and apply them to Christmas: Galatians 3:26–27 and Romans 6:1–4. 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Read the words to the hymn “Love Came Down at Christmas” (LW 46). Reflect on the words 

over the course of the coming week. 
2. Phone your family and friends and let them know that you are praying for their Christmas to be 

filled with God’s love revealed in Christ Jesus. 
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Session 6—First Sunday after Christmas 

Jeremiah 31:10–13; Hebrews 2:10–18; Luke 2:41–52 

Theme: God at Work 

Law/Gospel Focus 
We need live no longer in sorrow and hopelessness. The victorious work of Jesus, who suffered 

and died on our behalf, has liberated us from the slavery of sin and death. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through the Word of God, we will 
• realize that sorrow and hopelessness are results of living under the slavery of sin and the fear 

of death; 
• confess that Jesus defeated sin and death by His own suffering and death on the cross; 
• rejoice that God blesses us with the joy of salvation as He has made us members of His own 

family. 

Introduction 
When Jesus came into our world, He worked intently to complete the mission for which His 

Father sent Him. Unlike most leaders, our Lord rolled up His sleeves and took on the life of a worker. 
Through His work on the cross, God’s Son repaired the access to God that had been destroyed by sin. 

1. What special meaning does the event of Christ coming into our world to work have for you? 
How does Christ’s repair affect you personally? 

 
 
 
 
2. God’s work makes it possible for us to experience Christmas joy daily. What might we do to 

keep the “Christmas spirit” alive in our lives and in the lives of those we love? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Jeremiah 31:10–13; Hebrews 2:10–18; and Luke 2:41–52. 
1. According to Jeremiah, what is the result of God’s work on behalf of His people? 
 
 
 
 
2. The author of Hebrews says that we “are of the same family.” How are all believers “related” 

to God in Jesus Christ? 
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3. Why was it necessary for Jesus to become human? What is the significance of Jesus 

encountering the same problems that we face? From what powers did Jesus free us by His death on the 
cross? 

 
 
 
 
4. How does the event recorded in the Gospel reading emphasize Jesus= purpose and mission on 

earth? 
 
 
 
 
5. What does Luke’s description of Jesus’ growth as a boy tell us about His human nature? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Scripture talks about addiction as enslavement by the power of sin. Summarize how the 

following passages describe the power of sin: Romans 6:12–14 and Galatians 5:19–21. 
 
 
 
 
2. Summarize how the following passages describe our liberation from sin’s power: Romans 8:1–

4 and Ephesians 2:1–5. 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Help a person in need with some repair work this week (automobile, home, etc.) as a reminder 

of how Christ brought complete repair to your life. Share the Good News of the repair work that Jesus 
accomplished in your life. 

2. Keep the joy of Christmas alive during the coming weeks. Remember that God came to earth 
to repair the destruction caused by sin in all people’s lives. 
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Session 7—Second Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10–62:3; Ephesians 1:3–6 (15–18); John 1:1–18 

Theme: Children of a Greater God 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The darkness of our world and of our sin gripped us in its evil power and alienated us from God. 

But Jesus, the light of the world, overcame the darkness and gave us life eternal. 

Objectives 
By means of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• affirm that God overcame the power of darkness that enslaved us by means of His Son, the 

light of the world; 
• confess the new relationship God shares with us as His children; 
• celebrate our status as God’s children by reflecting Christ’s light to those who still live in the 

darkness of sin. 

Introduction 
God made us to love and to be loved. He created us to live in relationship with Him. In spite of 

our disobedience, His love caused Him to send His Son to bring us back home. God’s love does not 
compare to any earthly relationship. His love for us enables us to build loving relationships with others. 

1. Share details of a close relationship you have shared with another person. Describe the impact 
of the relationship on your life. 

 
 
 
 
2. How does God’s love affect your relationships with others? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 61:10–62:3; Ephesians 1:3–6 (15–18); and John 1:1–18. 
1. How does Isaiah describe his new clothing? Explain what these garments mean in terms of our 

new relationship with God in Christ. 
 
 
 
 
2. Why will God not keep quiet as He speaks through the prophet Isaiah? 
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3. According to Paul, what does it mean that we have been blessed “in the heavenly realms with 

every spiritual blessing≅ (Ephesians 1:3)? What is our relationship with God through Christ? 
 
 
 
 
4. What is John the Baptist’s relationship to the light? How was the light received by the world? 
 
 
 
 
5. How is the relationship between God and man expressed in John 1:12–13? What do we receive 

because of this new relationship? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Many men have done bizarre things to propose to their future wives. According to John, in 

what “bizarre” way did God propose His love to us? 
 
 
 
 
2. Family relationships make us feel wanted and loved. God has made us members of His family. 

What do you think of as you reflect on the fact that God chose you to be an important member in His 
family, the church? 

 
 
 
 
3. Why are darkness and those who love the way of darkness afraid of the light? What did Jesus 

mean when He said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12)? What does this statement mean for your 
life? 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Share the message of the Light of men coming into the world with one unbeliever this week.  
2. Pray that your spiritual relationship with God and with your fellow Christians might grow in 

depth and breadth as you continue to study His Word. 
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Session 8—The Epiphany of Our Lord 

Isaiah 60:1–6; Ephesians 3:2–12; Matthew 2:1–12 

Theme: God’s New Year’s Resolutions 

Law/Gospel Focus 
The world and its people were entrenched in the darkness of sin. But God shined His light on 

them in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, who revealed to them a new life filled with grace. 

Objectives 
Through the study of God’s Word and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, we will 
• reaffirm how the mystery of salvation, hidden through the ages, has been revealed in the 

person and work of Jesus Christ, the promised light of the world; 
• rejoice that the light of salvation now shines brightly in our own lives because God has 

revealed Himself to us through faith in Jesus; 
• serve God in His resolution to bring His light to all people who continue to live in the 

darkness of sin. 

Introduction 
At this time of the year, many people have made New Year’s  resolutions. Share a couple of New 

Year’s resolutions you made this year or have made in the past. God has resolutions. Although they are 
not new resolutions that came with the New Year, they are resolutions that have been part of His plan 
from eternity. God “wants all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 
2:4). Unlike human resolutions, God’s resolutions are not broken or forgotten. 

1. How has God fulfilled His resolution that all people be saved? 
 
 
 
 
2. If God has resolved to save all people and He is an all-powerful God, how is it that not all 

people confess Jesus as Lord and Savior? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 60:1–6; Ephesians 3:2–12; and Matthew 2:1–12.  
1. What image or term in each of the three readings reflects the fact that God’s salvation has been 

manifested to the world? 
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2. Why is the term “thick darkness” (Isaiah 60:2) a realistic description of human lives that are 

separated from God? 
 
 
 
 
3. In what way is the story of the Wise Men a fulfillment of the promises that are contained in the 

Old Testament reading? 
 
 
 
 
4. To whom does Paul say that God has revealed the promises of the Gospel? In what way is this 

a mystery revealed? 

Connect 
1. It is good to remember that our personal resolutions are especially blessed if they reflect the 

light of Jesus Christ. How do the following Bible passages give you confidence that God’s resolutions 
will come true for you during this New Year: Psalm 37:4–5; Romans 8:32; Matthew 6:33? 

 
 
 
 
2. How could you respond with hope to someone whose outlook on life in the future is negative? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Send an Epiphany card to someone assuring them of God’s love and care for all. 
2. Pray that God will give you the strength to share His light with someone else this week through 

either your words or your actions. 
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Session 9—The Baptism of Our Lord 

Isaiah 42:1–7; Acts 10:34–38; Luke 3:15–17 (21–22) 

Theme: God Gives Us Our Identification 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Due to our unfaithfulness we have become the “bruised reed,” the “smoldering wick,” the 

undeserving. But God in His faithfulness sent a Savior, His own Son, validated by the Father and the 
Holy Spirit in His Baptism, to mend our broken lives, to release us from our prisons of darkness and sin, 
and to identify us as His own. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge our brokenness because of sin; 
• acknowledge that our identity as children of God is linked to Jesus’ identity as God’s Son 

and the Messiah; 
• rejoice and give thanks that we belong to God through our Baptism; 
• affirm who we are and to whom we belong. 

Introduction 
Two brothers registered for school. They were both from the same family and both born in 

1989—one was born on June 2 and the other on June 23. They were asked by the school superintendent 
how this could be, and one of them replied that one of them was adopted. When the superintendent asked 
which of the two boys was adopted, they responded that they did not know. Their father had told them 
that it didn’t make any difference because they were both Schmaltzes and they were both loved equally. 

1. What gave the two brothers their identity? What gives us our identity? 
 
 
 
 
2. How does our Baptism give us our identity according to Galatians 3:26–29 and Romans 8:14–

17? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 42:1–7; Acts 10:34–38; and Luke 3:15–17 (21–22). 
1. According to the Gospel reading, how did God identify Jesus as the servant “in whom [He] 

delight[s]” who had come to rescue the world? 
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2. What did Isaiah say the servant would do that would identify Him as the Son of God? 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus was often criticized for His condemnation of the Jews and favorable comments about the 

Gentiles. In the reading from Acts 10, what did Peter reiterate about God and His attitude toward Jew and 
Gentile alike? 

 
 
 
 
4. According to Luke, when did God anoint Jesus? When were we anointed with the Holy Spirit? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Just as Jesus identified God’s Son at His Baptism, we are also identified as God’s sons and 

daughters at our Baptism. According to the following verses, what does this identity mean for us: Romans 
6:6; Titus 3:5–8; Galatians 5:24; 2 Corinthians 5:17? 

 
 
 
 
2. In Isaiah 42:1–7 we are identified through a series of word pictures. In what ways did (or do) 

the following phrases describe us: “a bruised reed,” “a smoldering wick;” “blind,” prisoners, “those who 
sit in darkness”? What did the Servant bring us? 

 
 
 
 
3. In Acts 10:34, the writer clearly states that God shows no favoritism. What comfort does that 

give you? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Meditate on the many things you are and have because you belong to the family of God. 
2. Thank God for showing no favoritism, giving you identity, and providing you the assurance 

that you belong to His family! 
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Session 10—Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1–5; 1 Corinthians 12:1–11; John 2:1–11 

Theme: Restored Relationships 

Law/Gospel Focus 
When Adam and Eve sinned, they separated themselves from God and destroyed the relationship 

that existed between God and people. Through the life, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
God brought healing and restoration to the broken relationship between people and Himself. His love also 
brings healing and restoration to the brokenness of human relationships. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge that our sin separated us from God; 
• rejoice and give thanks that God restored our relationship with Him through Jesus Christ and 

that He provides restoration to broken human relationships; 
• acknowledge that God meets the needs of the church with a variety of gifts He has given to 

its people; 
• be assured that God will empower us by His love and forgiveness to love and forgive others. 

Introduction 
What are some statistics regarding human relationships that you have heard either from your own 

research or from the media (e.g., 1 out of 2.8 marriages ends in divorce; the average father spends 37.5 
seconds per day in direct verbal communication with his child)? 

1. What do these statistics tell you about people’s relationships to God?  
 
 
 
 
2. Read Hebrews 13:8. What hope does this verse offer you? What hope does it offer to a world 

filled with broken relationships? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 62:1–5; 1 Corinthians 12:1–11; and John 2:1–11. 
1. Who is the “I” who will perfect the bride, Zion, for the new relationship (Isaiah 62:1–3)? How 

was this relationship perfected? 
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2. In Isaiah, what is the significance of the new name given to Zion? 
 
 
 
 
3. In addition to having our relationship with God perfected on account of Christ, what gifts have 

we received on account of this new relationship (1 Corinthians 12)? 
 
 
 
 
4. What did the miracle at the wedding at Cana reveal to Jesus’ disciples? 
 
 
 
 
5. What does the miracle that Jesus performed tell us about how God sees earthly relationships, 

especially marriage? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. How does Romans 5:10–11 describe the healing that Jesus accomplished in the relationship 

between God and people? 
 
 
 
 
2. As redeemed people of God, Jesus tells us to love each other as He has loved us (John 15:12). 

What are some characteristics of Christian relationships? 
 
 
 
 
3. Just as the best wine was served last, what “best wine” will Jesus supply us at the end of our 

lives? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Identify specific instances in which Jesus= presence in your life has enabled you to build 

positive relationships. 
2. Give thanks to God for restoring broken relationships and building healthy ones through Christ. 
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Session 11—Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 61:1–6; 1 Corinthians 12:12–21, 26–27; Luke 4:14–21 

Theme: Word and Action 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Since the fall into sin all people have sinned and suffered from the consequences of sin. Sin 

affects us spiritually, physically, and emotionally. Jesus came into this world to rescue us from sin and its 
effects. The Holy Spirit empowers us to share Jesus’ message of forgiveness and eternal life and to 
demonstrate Jesus’ love by our actions. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge that Jesus’ ministry evidenced a concern for the whole person—spiritual, 

physical, and emotional; 
• thank God for meeting our spiritual, physical, and emotional needs; 
• acknowledge our tendency to neglect or to ignore the spiritual, physical, and emotional 

needs of people; 
• praise God for taking care of our greatest need—forgiveness of sins and eternal life—

through the life, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus; 
• explore ways in which we might better meet the spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of 

people in our congregation, community, nation, and world. 

Introduction 
A local congregation was having an evangelism weekend. The congregation invited some of the 

members who had previous evangelism experience to help train the participants. After the training session 
was done, it was time for the group to go into the surrounding neighborhoods. When the assignments 
came around for a group of members who were on their first evangelism weekend, they responded, “Oh, 
we are not going to go out into the neighborhoods. We just came to learn about evangelism.” 

1. What message did this group of church members convey? How might a congregation convey 
this same message to a community? 

 
 
 
 
2. What were some events in Jesus’ life that demonstrated His love in words as well as actions? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 61:1–6; 1 Corinthians 12:12–21, 26–27; and Luke 4:14–21. 
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1. According to Isaiah, what kind of healing would the promised Messiah bring to the world? 
What pictures does Isaiah use to describe the results of the Messiah’s work? 

 
 
 
 
2. According to the Epistle reading, why is each member of the body important? 
 
 
 
 
3. Who unites and empowers us, the members of the body of Christ, to serve? 
 
 
 
 
4. According to Luke, who does Jesus claim to be? What actions did Jesus perform to back this 

claim up? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. The Holy Spirit empowers us to share God’s message of love and forgiveness through our 

words and actions. What occurs if we neglect to share the Gospel in words and actions? 
 
 
 
 
2. How might you and your congregation share the Good News of forgiveness through Jesus 

Christ? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. During this week, meditate on the meaning of Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians 5:11: 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 
2. Think of someone in your congregation who needs affirmation. Pray that God would open door 

of opportunity for you to encourage him or her. 
3. Set aside some time each week in order for you to serve on your congregation’s evangelism 

committee. 
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Session 12—Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4–10; 1 Corinthians 12:27–13:13; Luke 4:21–32 

Theme: God Initiates Love and Motivates Us to Love 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Sin keeps us from doing those things that God desires. Because of His love for us, God sent Jesus 

into this world to live a sinless life, suffer the punishment for our sins on the cross, and proclaim victory 
for us over sin and death when He rose from the dead. God’s love in Jesus motivates us to share His love 
in all that we say and do. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge that God calls us to share His message of love and forgiveness through Jesus; 
• identify the characteristics of God’s love; 
• realize that our response to His love might bring hostility from the world; 
• rejoice that God for Christ’s sake forgives us when we fail to love and motivates us to share 

His love. 

Introduction 
Some women are told by their physicians that if they give birth to their children, they may die. 

Many women choose to accept this risk; some lose their lives for the sake of their children. 
1. What motivates a woman to put herself at risk for the life of her child? According to John 3:16, 

what motivated Jesus to die? 
 
 
 
 
2. What things has God’s love motivated you to do? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Jeremiah 1:4–10; 1 Corinthians 12:27–13:13; and Luke 4:21–32. 
1. What did God call Jeremiah to do and what was his reaction? 
 
 
 
 
2. According to Paul, what is the essential motivator of using God’s gifts? 
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3. What does God’s love move people to do according to these three readings? 
 
 
 
 
4. St. Paul differentiates a Christian’s love from that of an eros (sexual) or philia (friendship) 

love. He uses the word agape (God-given love). In what ways is agape different from the other two kinds 
of love? What is true about agape love? 

 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. What task has God given you to do that makes you feel like Jeremiah? What promises does 

God give you as you approach this task? See Isaiah 41:10; Romans 8:32; and 1 Corinthians 1:8. 
 
 
 
 
2. Has the proclamation of God’s Word ever angered your relatives, neighbors, or friends as it did 

those in Jesus’ hometown? If so, when? What did you do? 
 
 
 
 
3. Which of the characteristics from 1 Corinthians 13:4–8 most exemplifies your relationship with 

people? Which characteristics do you wish you had more of? Ask God to enable you to demonstrate these 
characteristics on a regular basis. 

 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Think of someone—a friend or neighbor—who needs to hear about God’s love for him or her. 

Write one thing you could do to share God’s love with this person. Finally, pray that God would enable 
you through your words and actions to witness boldly of His love in Christ. 

2. Review some of God’s promises to you as He sends you out to do His work (Philippians 4:13; 
2 Corinthians 12:9; 1 Peter 1:3–5). 
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Session 13—Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 6:1–8 (9–13); 1 Corinthians 14:12b–20; Luke 5:1–11 

Theme: God Gives Us the Privilege to Participate 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Sin alienates us from God and from one another. Through our faith in Jesus Christ, God 

reconnects us with Himself and others. In this new relationship with God, we are given the great privilege 
to serve Him and others. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge that as Christians God gives us the privilege to serve Him and others; 
• identify ways in which we are privileged to serve; 
• rejoice and give thanks for the privilege of serving God. 

Introduction 
God used a variety of titles to identify and describe His people in the Old and New Testaments. 

They include the following: disciple, friend, light of the world, salt of the earth, and ambassador. 
1. List people who best exemplify each title. How do these people demonstrate the title by their 

words and actions? 
 
 
 
 
2. Which title best describes you? Explain. 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Isaiah 6:1–8 (9–13); 1 Corinthians 14:12b–20; and Luke 5:1–11.  
1. How did God prepare Isaiah for his calling? 
 
 
 
 
2. According to Isaiah, what was Israel’s spiritual condition? What promise is given in spite of 

this condition? 
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3. What does Paul say is the purpose for the gifts that God gives His church? 
 
 
 
 
4. In what way was Simon Peter’s reaction to Jesus’ call similar to Abraham’s and Isaiah’s 

reactions? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
Just as God chose and equipped Isaiah to be His spokesperson, so God chooses and equips us to 

proclaim His message of forgiveness and eternal life through Jesus Christ. 
1. What do the three readings say about the key elements of our service as Jesus= disciples (the 

assignment, the preparation, and the purpose for the many gifts)? 
 
 
 
 
2. Name some ways the following people could serve God: a housewife, a college student, and a 

retired person. 
 
 
 
 
3. As you consider your service, what fears might you have that are similar to Isaiah’s? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1 Peter 3:15 states that we are to “always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

[us] to give the reason for the hope that [we] have.” 
1. What is the reason for the faith that you have within? What objective evidence can you give for 

believing that Jesus Christ was God in the flesh who paid for the sins of the world through His death on 
the cross? 

2. Prepare yourself to defend the hope that you have within through diligent study of God’s Word 
and familiarizing yourself with the common rejections of the Christian faith. 
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Session 14—Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jeremiah 17:5–8; 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16–20; Luke 6:17–26 

Theme: God Blesses Those Who Trust Him 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Because sin alienates people from God, they seek to bless themselves through self-service and 

self-idolatry. Through Christ, God forgives all sins, enabling people to receive all the blessings He desires 
for them. By His Spirit He empowers people to respond to Him in thanksgiving and praise. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge that God promises to bless those who trust in Christ; 
• identify some of God’s blessings; 
• rejoice in knowing that those who die in Christ receive God’s blessing of eternal life; 
• identify friends or loved ones who need the blessings God offers them in His Word. 

Introduction 
After a friend or family member sneezes, you usually say, “God bless you!” How do you think 

the practice of saying “God bless you” to a person who sneezes got started?  
1. What blessing do you receive when the pastor speaks the Aaronic benediction found in 

Numbers 6:24–26 at the end of a Divine Service?  
 
 
 
 
2. After someone says, “God bless you,” you might reply, “Thank you!” How do we thank God 

after receiving His blessing at the end of a Divine Service? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Jeremiah 17:5–8; 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16–20; and Luke 6:17–26. 
1. What blessings are specifically mentioned in each of the three readings?  
 
 
 
 
2. What does Jeremiah say about the “tree planted by the water” during hard times? 
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3. What does St. Paul say is the foundation of the Christian faith? Why?  
 
 
 
 
4. Compare Luke 6:20–21 with Matthew 5:3, 6. What does Matthew emphasize? What is the 

underlying theme of Jesus’ words in these two passages? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. Suppose you were a college student at a state university. You walked into an introductory 

philosophy class and the professor asked the class, “For those of you who are religious, is there any 
factual state of affairs that would cause you to give up your Christian faith?” Keeping in mind St. Paul’s 
words, how would you respond? 

 
 
 
 
2. What makes Christianity different than from other religious belief in the world? Why do you 

think so many people reject Christ and His claims? 
 
 
 
 
3. What blessings have we received in Christ’s resurrection? How can we bring this message to 

those we encounter daily? 

Vision 
1. Think of ways you can bring the Good News of Jesus= life, death, and resurrection to your 

friends and family. 
2. Pray for those who are struggling to see the blessings they have received through Christ due to 

their circumstances here on earth. 
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Session 15—Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

Genesis 45:3–8a, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:35–38a, 42–50; Luke 6:27–38 

Theme: God Triumphs over Evil 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Satan would fool us into believing that evil is stronger than good and death is stronger than life. 

But God brings power into the human arena and effects tremendous change. Through Jesus Christ, victory 
emerges from seeming defeat, even over death itself. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• identify ways the devil would fool us into believing that death, hatred, and evil are stronger 

than life, love, and goodness; 
• describe how God triumphs over evil in each of the three lessons; 
• rejoice in God’s promise of resurrection and eternal life through faith in Jesus’ gruesome 

death and glorious victory over death; 
• rejoice that God changes our defeats into victories. 

Introduction 
Corrie ten Boom tells a story of how a prison guard from the concentration camp that she was 

sent to during World War II came up to her and asked her for forgiveness. This man had been one of the 
guards responsible for the slow death of Corrie’s sister, and now he was asking for forgiveness. 

1. What would you do if you were Corrie? 
 
 
 
 
2. How had God triumphed over evil in Corrie ten Boom’s life? in the life of the former guard? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Genesis 45:3–8a, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:35–38a, 42–50; and Luke 6:27–38. 
1. How did God turn Joseph’s brothers’ evil intentions into good? Why was it necessary for a 

“remnant” to be saved? 
 
 
 
 
2. Compare the story of Joseph and his brothers with the story of Jesus and all people of all times. 
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3. According to Paul, how can death give rise to life? 
 
 
 
 
4. We will be changed at the final resurrection. What four things does St. Paul say will be 

changed? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
Corrie ten Boom’s story continues. As she stood there in front of that former guard, she found it 

difficult to shake the guard’s hand and say, “I forgive you.” She soon realized that if God had forgiven 
her for what she had done and had forgiven the guard for what he had done, then she could forgive the 
guard. She extended her hand and said, “I forgive you, brother!” God’s love was shown through Corrie’s 
actions—what this man had done in the past was now forgiven. 

1. Over what did God’s love for Corrie enable her to triumph? 
 
 
 
 
2. Think of a person who has hurt you. Consider what Christ has done for you. You are a sinner 

along with the person who has hurt you. How can God’s love enable you to triumph over anger and 
bitterness? 

 
 
 
 
3. How might Jesus use you for healing broken relationships between you and others? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. As you think about the story of Corrie ten Boom, ask yourself if there are any brothers or 

sisters in Christ that you need to forgive. Make it a point to let them know that you have forgiven them.  
2. Pray that God will use you as a witness to the forgiveness offered through Jesus Christ.
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Session 16—Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jeremiah 7:1–7 (8–15); 1 Corinthians 15:51–58; Luke 6:39–49 

Theme: He Sure Makes a Difference 

Law/Gospel Focus 
Because of sin we often try to cover up our sinful stench with a perfume of piety. God’s Law 

fearlessly reveals our sin and condemns us to eternal death because of our inability to meet its demands. 
Jesus received the punishment we deserved when He suffered and died on the cross. Jesus proclaimed 
victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil for us by His glorious resurrection. Because He lives, 
we too shall live forever with Him in heaven. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• acknowledge the shortcomings of “business as usual” religion; 
• define hypocrisy and describe its effects; 
• identify hypocritical behaviors; 
• rejoice in Jesus’ forgiveness for the sin of hypocrisy and all other sins. 

 
Many people, including ourselves, learn the hard way that hypocrisy can have serious 

consequences. 
1. In what ways are all of us hypocritical at times? 
 
 
 
 
2. How do we demonstrate hypocrisy in our relationships with God? 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Jeremiah 7:1–7 (8–15); 1 Corinthians 15:51–58; and Luke 6:39–49. 
1. What does Jeremiah say goes along with being “religious”? 
 
 
 
 
2. In the Old Testament reading, how were the people of Judah hypocrites? 
 
 
 
 

Reproducible by purchaser. © 1994, 2003 CPH. Scripture: NIV®. By permission of Zondervan. 
 

36



Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Session 16 

3. According to the Gospel reading, how does Jesus describe hypocrisy? 
 
 
 
 
4. What two things does Jesus say necessarily go together? 
 
 
 
 
5. The Law in both the Old Testament and Gospel readings shows us that we are all hypocritical 

at times. What Good News does St. Paul offer us? 
 
 
 
 
6. What does Jesus’ resurrection provide us? 
 
 
 
 

Connect 
A person whom the president of the United States nominates for the Supreme Court undergoes 

hearing investigations in order to confirm or reject the nomination. Investigators examine the life of the 
nominee to determine whether he or she has an unblemished record. 

1. If God investigated your past, would He consider you acceptable for a position of authority? 
Give reasons for your answer. 

 
 
 
 
2. Consider the evidence found in God’s Word: Romans 5:12; Matthew 5:48; 1 John 1:8. Should 

God confirm or reject you? Why? 
 
 
 
 
3. God devised a plan in which you would receive appointment as an adopted child of God in 

spite of the evidence against you. Describe the plan that God devised to erase your prior record. See 
Galatians 4:4–7. 
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Vision 
1. Think about someone who may be suffering from a load of guilt. Tell him or her the Good 

News of God’s plan for erasing sin and guilt. 
2. Work on developing an outline that you can use to present the Gospel to those who may have 

never heard it. A sample outline with suggested verses is as follows: fact of sin (Romans 3:23); penalty of 
sin (Romans 6:23); Christ’s person and work (1 John 2:2); nature of faith (Acts 2:38); assurance of 
salvation through Christ’s work (Ephesians 2:8–9). 
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Session 17—The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Deuteronomy 34:1–12; 2 Corinthians 4:3–6; Luke 9:28–36 

Theme: Life in Living Color 

Law/Gospel Focus 
God reveals Himself to us in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Through faith in Jesus, God 

opens the eyes of us who were blinded by sin and enables us to experience life in living color now and 
into eternity. 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will 
• understand how the glory of God, revealed in the Old Testament, is revealed even more fully 

in Jesus at His transfiguration; 
• rejoice in the “living color” life God provides for us as He reveals His glory to us through 

faith in Jesus; 
• seek opportunities to share the reason we live a life in living color with those who do not 

know and have not experienced God’s love in Christ. 

Introduction 
In the movie The Wizard of Oz, the stark contrast between Kansas and the Land of Oz becomes 

vivid because the director chose to make the scenes that take place in Kansas black and white and the 
scenes from the Land of Oz in living color! 

1. Share an experience that seemed spectacular when compared to ordinary, everyday events. 
What is it about certain events that gives them their brilliance? 

 
 
 
 
2. What keeps us or others from experiencing all of life in a spectacular way? See Psalm 51:5; 

Romans 5:12; and Genesis 8:21. 
 
 
 
 

Inform 
Read Deuteronomy 34:1–12; 2 Corinthians 4:3–6; and Luke 9:28–36. 
1. When God reveals Himself to us in the person and work of Jesus Christ, He transforms our 

sinful lives into “living color.” To whom does God reveal Himself in each of the three following readings: 
Deuteronomy 34:1–4, 10; 2 Corinthians 4:6; Luke 9:28–32? 
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2. Why do you suppose God said to the disciples concerning Jesus, “This is My Son, whom I 

have chosen; listen to Him”? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why was it important for the disciples to leave this “living color” experience even though their 

first inclination was to stay on the mountaintop? 
 
 
 
 
4. What was most surprising about the disciples’ response as they left this extraordinary 

experience? Why do you suppose they responded in this way? See also Matthew 17:1–13. 
 
 
 
 
5. Although the disciples left the mountain, God’s revelation remained with them. What evidence 

do we have that Peter continued to experience a “living color” life after witnessing the transfiguration? 
Refer to 2 Peter 1:16–18. 

 
 
 
 

Connect 
1. How might people know that you experience a “living color” life? 
 
 
 
 
2. How has God enabled you to live your life in “living color”? 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
1. Think of someone who needs to experience the “living color” of Jesus’ love. 
2. Think of one thing you could do for him or her that would provide you with an opportunity to 

witness your faith. 
3. Pray that God would enable you to be a witness of God’s “living color” in your life. 
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Leader Notes 

Leaders, please note the different abilities of your class members. Some will easily find the Bible 
passages listed in this study. Others will need assistance. To make participation easier, team up members 
of the class. For example, if a question asks you to look up several passages, assign one passage to one 
group, the second to another, and so forth. Divide up the work! Let participants present the different 
answers that they discover. 

Each session divides into four easy-to-use sections: 
Introduction introduces key concepts that will be discovered.  
Inform guides the participants into Scripture. 
Connect enables participants to apply that which is learned in Scripture to their lives. 
Vision provides participants with practical suggestions for extending the theme of the lesson out 

of the classroom and into the world. 
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Session 1—First Sunday in Advent: 
Preview of Coming Attractions 

Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13; Luke 21:25–36 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. Sin keeps our thoughts focused on the negative as we often find ourselves 

turning inward instead of looking outside of ourselves to God’s merciful plan of salvation. 

Inform 
1. The words “the days are coming” point to the day that “Judah will be saved.” God will bring 

salvation to His people. The “righteous Branch” is Jesus. He is a direct descendant of King David who 
would bring salvation to all of God’s people. 

2. Signs in the sky, unusual activity in the sea, and other signs in nature will occur before Christ’s 
return. These signs point to Christ’s return and verify His promise that He will come again. 

3. The Last Day will be marked by Christ’s return with great glory, surrounded by angels. Jesus 
will come to restore the fullness of His kingdom. 

4. Believers are to live blameless and holy lives as they await Christ’s coming. This blameless 
and holy life is to be marked by trusting in Christ for forgiveness when we fail to meet these standards. 
Jesus expresses the same instructions as Paul. Jesus says, “Be always on the watch, and pray that you may 
be able to escape all that is about to happen” (Luke 21:36). 

5. Even though Jesus has already given believers the free gift of salvation and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, He will complete their redemption through the resurrection of their bodies on the day of His 
coming. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. Like Luther responded, we best prepare for Christ’s return by leading 

active, Christ-filled lives. We live our faith by involving ourselves in activities that point to God’s love 
and grace. 

2. Believers are ready at any time for Christ’s return because they anticipate His coming. They 
live wisely in faith because they have experienced Christ’s love and peace. By their lives of holiness, they 
witness to Christ and bring glory to God. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 2—Second Sunday in Advent: 
Make the Crooked Straight 

Malachi 3:1–4; Philippians 1:3–11; Luke 3:1–6 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. Repentance calls us to acknowledge our true spiritual condition—that we 

are all dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1). This means that we will look at our comfortable sinful 
habits and desire to change those that are not God-pleasing. 

2. Answers will vary. Christ enters the hearts of all repentant sinners. If people are not repentant 
of their sin, they are refusing the work that Christ accomplished for them and therefore refusing Christ. 

Inform 
1. The messenger is identified as Elijah or someone like Elijah. His work would be to turn the 

hearts of the people to repentance in order that they would recognize their sin and be prepared for the 
coming Messiah. 

2. Luke records, “The word of God came to John.” This demonstrates that God had called John to 
be a prophet of the Lord who would prepare the people for the Messiah’s arrival. 

3. John’s ministry took place in the desert of Judea, in the midst of the valleys and mountains, in 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. His desert ministry served as an object lesson to the people who came to 
him repenting of their dried up and barren, sinful lives. 

4. When kings came to visit their subjects, a smooth highway was built through rough terrain. 
The word pictures—valleys filled in, mountains and hills made low, crooked roads straightened, and 
rough places made smooth—all reflect the need for people to prepare for the arrival of the King, Jesus 
Christ. 

5. Paul encourages the Philippian believers and all believers to grow in love, knowledge, and 
wisdom in their spiritual lives. He also encourages them to live in a holy manner, which is appropriate for 
children of a holy King. 

6. We are given the promise that God will continue completing His work in us until the Last Day. 
He will continue to work in us regardless of our downfalls, He will persevere for us when we lose 
perseverance, and He will pick us up when we fall until we have been raised to new life with Him on the 
Last Day. 

Connect 
1. Jesus stands between us and God. What God sees of Jesus, namely His sinlessness, He sees of 

us. Even though we are sinners, we are saints in God’s eyes. Sin was paid for in its entirety by Jesus on 
the cross at Calvary. 

2. Answers will vary. 
3. Answers will vary. Psalm 51:7–12—We freely ask God to cleanse us from our sin and restore 

to us the joy of His salvation. James 5:15–16—Confession is vital to the spiritual health of believers and 
is normative in the life of a Christian congregation. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 3—Third Sunday in Advent:  
It’s Time to Sing and Rejoice 

Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Philippians 4:4–7 (8–9); Luke 3:7–18 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. God has taken away Israel’s punishment and saved her from her enemies. He has come to rule 

His people with love. 
2. Paul emphasizes the joy that Christians experience having been saved by Christ from eternal 

damnation. Joy is an inevitable response to God’s work of salvation. 
3. God enables us to live a joy-filled life by constantly showering us with blessings. In spite of 

our sinful condition God continues to remind us of the forgiveness we have in Christ Jesus. 
4. John’s baptism was a symbolic gesture of repentance and forgiveness. Jesus’ Baptism forgives 

sins, grants us new life, and gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit to dwell within our heart. 
5. John demonstrated deep humility. John turned the attention of people from himself to Christ. 

Empowered by the Spirit, believers also demonstrate humility as they focus attention away from 
themselves and toward Jesus. 

Connect 
1. Christian joy comes from confidence in God’s love. It is based on eternal truths, not on passing 

emotions that quickly vanish. 
2. Through Christ, our joy extends into eternity. Happiness, on the other hand, depends on 

situations that may occur. 
3. The Holy Spirit provides us with peace and joy. The joy of the Lord is found outside of us in 

the person and work of Jesus. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activity aloud and recommend it to participants.  
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Session 4—Fourth Sunday in Advent: 
The Reason for the Season 

Micah 5:2–4; Hebrews 10:5–10; Luke 1:39–45 (46–55) 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. Bethlehem is a small, insignificant town. It is also the same town where King David was born. 

The phrase “whose origins are from of old, from ancient times” refers to the divine nature of Christ. Jesus 
wasn’t created at the time of conception in Mary’s womb. He has existed from eternity with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit. 

2. Micah describes the coming Messiah as a shepherd over His flock—Israel. Jesus the Good 
Shepherd (John 10:14–18) leads His people to the salvation God prepared for them.  

3. Elizabeth confesses that Mary will become the mother of her Lord. Elizabeth confirms the 
angel’s announcement. The movement of Elizabeth’s child in her womb also points to the divine nature of 
the child that Mary carries. 

4. God’s original covenant was an everlasting covenant made to Abraham. God promised 
Abraham that He would make him the father of many nations and that through him all people would be 
blessed. Mary’s mention of Abraham affirms the promise that God kept throughout the ages. 

5. The Old Testament offerings and sacrifices were insufficient because they were incomplete. It 
wasn’t until Christ’s death and His perfect submission to the Law that sacrifices and offerings were 
complete. The purpose of the Old Testament sacrifices was to remind the Israelites of their sin and point 
them toward the final sacrifice that would cover the sins of the world.  

6. Jesus fulfilled the perfect will of God by living under the Law and offering Himself as a 
sacrifice for all people. Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection from the dead completed God’s plan 
of salvation for all of creation. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Luke 19:10 states that Christ came to save the lost. Mark 10:45 underscores the fact that Jesus 

gave His life as a ransom for many. John 3:17 highlights God’s intent to save the world through His Son. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 5—The Nativity of Our Lord:  
Love Came Down at Christmas 

Isaiah 62:10–12; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:1–20 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. God’s Son came into the world as a human being subjecting Himself to 

ordinary human life. Jesus was not above the noise and commotion, nor was He above going to the worst 
of sinners. Jesus came to humans in order to live, die, and be resurrected to new life in our place. 

2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. Isaiah proclaims the Savior’s coming. Isaiah describes those who have received God’s grace as 

being holy and redeemed. Paul expresses God’s love as being made manifest through the love and 
kindness of God our Savior.  

2. Paul states that we receive salvation apart from our works. God’s mercy brings salvation to 
those who do not reject His grace. 1 John 4:10 notes that God initiates His love for us. 

3. Luke demonstrates that the birth of Christ has relevance for the entire world. All religions of 
the world, with the exception of Christianity, ask you to believe on the basis of blind faith. Christianity 
asks you to believe what has happened in history. Apart from Christianity, the world’s religions have God 
at a distance. In Christianity, God came into the world to rescue all people from their sin. 

4. Jesus came to be in the world, but not of it. He had no material attachments. He came to fulfill 
God’s promise of salvation. 

5. The shepherds were the first to hear the Christmas Gospel. Shepherds were considered to be 
poor and lowly. Jesus, throughout His ministry, always went to the poor and lowly. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. We must remember that Christ’s birth is the answer to the problems that 

exist in the world. Even though we may not see it visibly, through faith we can be sure that in the end we 
will be taken from this world to spend eternity with our Lord. 

2. Through Baptism, God comes to us and gives us new life. In our Baptism all the benefits of 
Christ’s salvation are given to us. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 6—First Sunday after Christmas:  
God at Work 

Jeremiah 31:10–13; Hebrews 2:10–18; Luke 2:41–52 

Introduction 
When Jesus came into our world, He worked intently to complete the mission for which His 

Father sent Him. Unlike most leaders, our Lord rolled up His sleeves and took on the life of a worker. 
Through His work on the cross, God’s Son repaired the access to God that had been destroyed by sin. 

1. Answers will vary. Christ’s work in the world was done on our behalf. It is only through 
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection that people are saved. 

2. Answers will vary. Giving thanks to God for His loving work on our behalf focuses our minds 
on His great gift to us. 

Inform 
1. God has ransomed His people from their enemies. He has rescued them and brought them back 

to their homeland like a shepherd who has recovered his scattered sheep. In the same way, Jesus came 
into the world to rescue us from our enemies—sin, death, and the power of the devil. 

2. We are “related” to God as His children through Jesus= death on the cross, and as His children 
we are recipients of all the blessings of the family of God. 

3. Jesus had to become human in order to take our place as the final sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. As a man, Jesus faced all the aspects of humanity that we face, even our temptations. The 
difference is that Jesus did not give in to temptation. In Christ’s death, He died as our substitute. His 
sacrificial death paid the price for all sin and set us free from life under the Law. 

4. Jesus told His parents that He was to be involved with the Word of God. He indicated that 
obedience to the will of His Father in heaven was His sole mission in this world. 

5. Luke’s narrative reveals Jesus’ human nature. Even though Jesus was fully human and 
experienced human temptation, He was fully obedient to His parents and to His Father in heaven. 

Connect 
1. Romans 6:12–14 characterizes sin as a “ruler” that demands obedience to its evil commands. 

Galatians 5:19–21 dramatizes the evil behavior that flows from our sinful nature. 
2. Romans 8:1–4 states that through Christ, God has set us free from the power of sin and death. 

Ephesians 2:1–5 notes that God has made alive, by grace through faith, those who were dead in trespasses 
and sins. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 7—Second Sunday after Christmas:  
Children of a Greater God 

Isaiah 61:10–62:3; Ephesians 1:3–6 (15–18); John 1:1–18 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. God’s love for us in Christ motivates us to love others. 

Inform 
1. The new garments are the gifts of the righteousness and salvation of God. This clothing 

symbolizes a spiritual condition. God changes our relationship from alienation and sorrow to fulfillment 
and joy. 

2. God wants His message of salvation for all to be proclaimed to all. 
3. God already shares with believers the heaven which is to come. Just as a father places a trust 

fund in a bank for his children, so God guarantees believers as His children their future glory earned for 
them by Christ. 

4. John offered testimony that Jesus was the light. Many did not recognize or receive Jesus as 
God’s light. Those who did receive the light became children of God. 

5. Those who believe in the light have received adoption into the family of God. Because 
believers are God’s children, they are entitled to and have been given every blessing of family 
membership. 

Connect 
1. God became man to live and die among us as a human being. 
2. Answers will vary. It is important to stress that God draws us into a close relationship with 

Him and one another. 
3. The light of Jesus exposes the evil deeds done by those who live in darkness. Life comes as a 

result of light. People can now live as God’s children because Jesus has created a new life within them. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 8—The Epiphany of Our Lord:  
God’s New Year’s Resolutions 

Isaiah 60:1–6; Ephesians 3:2–12; Matthew 2:1–12 

Introduction 
1. God has made salvation possible to all people through the incarnation, death, and resurrection 

of His Son. 
2. Man is powerless to come to God. Through our sin we choose to reject God and His will. In 

spite of this, God demonstrated His unending and unconditional love for us on the cross. With true love 
comes the possibility of that love not being received. Although God is all-powerful and wants all people 
to be saved, He will not force anyone to be saved. This would not be love, but rather the forcing of His 
will upon us. Just as parents best love their children by allowing the possibility of mistakes and bad 
choices, God allowed His creation to make bad decisions and mistakes. Exercising his free will, Adam 
ruined the possibility for man to truly love God. Therefore, God had to send His Son to love God in our 
place by living in accordance with God’s will. 

Inform 
1. Isaiah 60:1–6—The light shining in the darkness. Ephesians 3:2–12—The mystery of the 

Gospel. Matthew 2:1–12—The star. All point to the fact that God has provided salvation to the world. 
2. “Thick darkness” refers to the suffocating power of the darkness and how deep our lives are 

entrenched in sin. The “thick darkness” of sin robs people of the life God intended them to have.  
3. The Old Testament reading tells of people from other nations who travel to the light in Judah, 

bringing great treasures, including gold and incense, and proclaiming the praise of the Lord. 
4. The mystery refers to God’s gift of salvation through Jesus Christ to all people—Gentile and 

Jew alike. This mystery was revealed as God became man and carried out His plan of salvation. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. Through Word and Sacrament, God reveals His will and empowers us to 

make His will a reality in our lives. God has given us the greatest gift of all—eternal life. He will meet all 
the spiritual and physical needs of those who seek His kingdom. 

2. Answers will vary. Without Christ, our outlook on life can be bleak and negative. Jesus offers 
us hope for the future as His life has been given to us through the faith we have been given by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 9—The Baptism of Our Lord:  
God Gives Us Our Identification 

Isaiah 42:1–7; Acts 10:34–38; Luke 3:15–17 (21–22) 

Introduction 
1. The two brothers received their identity by being “Schmalzes” and by knowing that they were 

equally loved by their father, whether they were adopted or biological offspring. We receive identity in 
many ways. Answers will vary. 

2. God brought us into a relationship with Himself by faith through Holy Baptism. When we were 
baptized we were identified as His own children. We received the benefits of forgiveness of sin and 
eternal life through Jesus’ atoning sacrifice. We are also given the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Baptism makes us fellow heirs with Christ. We have all the rights and privileges of sons and daughters of 
God. 

Inform 
1. The Holy Spirit descending on Jesus “in bodily form like a dove” (Luke 3:22) identified Jesus 

as the promised Son of God (John 1:32–34). 
2. The servant would bring peace (v. 2), healing for broken lives (v. 3), hope (v. 4), light 

(salvation; v. 6), and freedom from the bondage of sin and death (v. 7). Only the promised Savior of God 
could do these things. 

3. Peter reiterated that God shows no favoritism and that Jesus was God’s Anointed, “doing good 
and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with Him.” 

4. God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit at the time of our Lord’s Baptism when the Spirit 
descended on Him. We were anointed by the Holy Spirit when we were baptized. 

Connect 
1. Our Baptism means that we are no longer “slaves to sin” (Romans 6:6); that we are “heirs 

having the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5–8); that we have “crucified the sinful nature” (Galatians 5:24); 
and that we are “a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

2. We are all like “a bruised reed” or “a smoldering wick” because we live in a broken world due 
to sin. This same sin enslaved us, made us “blind,” prisoners, and people “who sit in darkness.” But the 
servant, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to release us from the prison of sin. He came to open eyes 
blinded by sin. 

3. Answers will vary. 

Vision 
1. Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 10—Second Sunday after the Epiphany:  
Restored Relationships 

Isaiah 62:1–5; 1 Corinthians 12:1–11; John 2:1–11 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. These are symptoms of sin and rebellion against God. In addition to the two 

examples, a few more examples are as follows: The percentage of single-parent households has increased 
from 11.2 percent in 1970 to 20.2 percent in 1990. In 1990, one out of five babies born in America was 
conceived out of wedlock. In the last 40 years, the population has increased 41 percent, but violent crime 
has increased 500 percent. Since 1960, illegitimate births have increased more than 400 percent.  

2. The grace offered through Jesus Christ will never change. Regardless of our sin or the sin in 
the world around us, forgiveness is offered through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Inform 
1. The “I” is the Messiah or Jesus. St. Paul reminds us in Romans 3:22–25a that we were made 

perfect for a relationship with God Αthrough the redemption that came by Christ Jesus≅ (Romans 3:24). 
2. The new name is a change in status. Zion’s previous name was Azubah, or “desolate.” Her new 

name is Hephzibah, which means “my delight is in her.” Through Christ’s redeeming work, God delights 
in us and brings us into a relationship with Him. 

3. St. Paul lists these gifts: wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, the 
ability to distinguish between spirits, the ability to speak in various kinds of tongues, and the ability to 
interpret those tongues for others. 

4. The miracle revealed that Jesus was the Son of God. 
5. God honors marriage. We can see that Jesus wanted to bless the marriage banquet by offering 

the best of wines even toward the end of the banquet. God blesses what He has joined together in 
marriage. 

Connect 
1. Paul writes that Jesus brought about reconciliation between God and man through His death 

and proclaimed victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil by His resurrection. 
2. Christian relationships are marked by the fruit of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23). 
3. The “best wine” that we will be supplied at the end of our lives is eternal life with Jesus in 

heaven. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 11—Third Sunday after the Epiphany:  
Word and Action 

Isaiah 61:1–6; 1 Corinthians 12:12–21, 26–27; Luke 4:14–21 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. These members conveyed the message that they were willing to gain a little 

more knowledge, but when it came time to put their knowledge into action they did not care. They 
defeated the whole purpose of evangelism. The Good News is meant to be shared, not kept to ourselves. 
Congregations can convey this same message when they focus solely on themselves and ignore the people 
around them. 

2. Answers will vary. Ultimately, Jesus demonstrated that He loved people by dying on the cross 
for their sins. He didn’t just say He loved people, He showed it. 

Inform 
1. The healing that the Messiah brought would be to “preach good news to the poor,” “bind up the 

brokenhearted,” “proclaim freedom for the captives,” proclaim “release from darkness,” “proclaim . . . the 
LORD’s favor,” and “comfort all who mourn and provide for those who grieve.” All of this would be 
finalized as He hung upon a cross and rose from the dead three days afterward. As a result, the healing 
would “bestow . . . a crown of beauty . . . the oil of gladness . . . and a garment of praise.” His people 
would “be called oaks of righteousness.” The kingdom of God would be rebuilt, restored, and renewed. 
His people would “be called priests of the LORD . . . named ministers of our God.” 

2. Each member is important because God has made it a part of the body and each is needed by 
all the others for the body to function as it was created. 

3. The Holy Spirit unites and empowers us for service in God’s kingdom of grace through the 
Word and the Sacraments. 

4. Jesus claims to be the promised Messiah, the one who was promised to Adam to crush the 
work of Satan and restore man’s relationship with his Creator. Jesus did not simply state that He was the 
Messiah and that all people’s sins would be forgiven through Him. He offered evidence that He was the 
Messiah through His many miraculous signs and ultimately through His death on the cross and 
resurrection from the dead. 

Connect 
1. If we neglect to share the Gospel in both word and deed, we will leave troubled sinners in a 

state of despair. Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to save anyone from their sin, and faith in 
Christ comes from hearing the Word of God. 

2. Answers will vary. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  

Reproducible by purchaser. © 1994, 2003 CPH. Scripture: NIV®. By permission of Zondervan. 
 

52



Church Year Bible Studies: Year C       Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  Leader Notes 

Session 12—Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany:  
God Initiates Love and Motivates Us to Love 

Jeremiah 1:4–10; 1 Corinthians 12:27–13:13; Luke 4:21–32 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. A woman’s love for her unborn child and the life that will be given to the 

child are perhaps the strongest motivations for going through a risky childbirth. God’s love for His 
creation caused Him to offer His own Son’s life that He might pay the price for all people’s sins. 

2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. Jeremiah was called to be a prophet. A prophet was a spokesman for God. Jeremiah was 

hesitant to accept God’s call because he did “not know how to speak.” 
2. Love is the essential motivating factor for using God’s gifts. Without love as the motivation we 

are not working for God’s kingdom. 
3. In the three readings, God’s love empowers people. In Jeremiah 1:8, Jeremiah is empowered to 

be courageous. St. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13:4–8 that God’s love empowers His people to 
demonstrate love through patience, kindness, and so forth. Luke 4:18–19 records that God’s love through 
His Spirit anoints Jesus to “preach good news to the poor . . . to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

4. Agape love is different because it is undeserved and self-sacrificing. It gives rather than 
receives and expects nothing in return. Because agape comes from God and God is eternal, agape is 
eternal. 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. Isaiah 41:10—God “will strengthen you and help you.” Romans 8:32—

Since God gave up His Son for us, we know that He will give us everything we need. 1 Corinthians 1:8—
“He will keep you strong to the end.” 

2. Answers will vary. 
3. Answers will vary. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 13—Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany:  
God Gives Us the Privilege to Participate 
Isaiah 6:1–8 (9–13); 1 Corinthians 14:12b–20; Luke 5:1–11 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. God prepared Isaiah for his calling by forgiving his sins. Isaiah was also prepared through His 

vision of the Lord and the genuineness and sanctity of his calling. 
2. The hearts of the Israelites were dulled and hardened. The result of the rejection of God’s 

Word is the hardening of hearts. Regardless of the Israelites’ hard-heartedness, God promises that out of 
the “stump” one will come who will give new life to all.  

3. God provides gifts for the growth and edification of the church. 
4. Simon Peter felt unworthy of the Lord’s calling just as Abraham and Isaiah felt unworthy 

before a holy and just God. In each case God empowered His servant through forgiveness and love. 

Connect 
1. Our assignment is to “catch men” by sharing the Good News of salvation (Luke 5:10). We are 

to prepare by receiving forgiveness for our sins (Isaiah 6:7). Our purpose is to build up the church with 
the gifts God provides (1 Corinthians 14:12). 

2. Answers will vary. 
3. Answers will vary. Isaiah felt unqualified and unprepared for service under a holy God. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 14—Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany:  
God Blesses Those Who Trust Him 

Jeremiah 17:5–8; 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16–20; Luke 6:17–26 

Introduction 
Some believe that the saying “God bless you” originated from paganism, where it was thought 

that when you sneezed your spirit left your body. Others believe that the saying originated when people 
first learned that your heart actually stops when you sneeze. These people feared the heart might not start 
again, and so a wish of well-being was passed in the from of “God bless you.” 

1. When the pastor speaks the blessing, he is speaking God’s Word. God has the final word in the 
worship service. 

2. We thank God by sharing God’s blessings in Christ with others throughout the week. 

Inform 
1. Jeremiah 17:8—God’s life-giving “stream” offers strength and hope, even in the midst of 

trouble. 1 Corinthians 15:12—Christ’s resurrection from the grave is a foreshadowing of our own 
resurrection into life everlasting. Luke 6:20–23—Blessed are those who are dissatisfied with the present 
world and long for the world to come. They will be blessed with the “kingdom of God.”  

2. Blessed is the person who has roots deep into God’s life-giving stream—a faith strengthened 
by God’s Word. Even in hardships, a faith firmly rooted in God’s Word does not dry up but continues to 
produce fruit. 

3. St. Paul says that if Christ was not raised from the dead our faith is in vain. Christ verified and 
proclaimed His victory over sin, death, and the devil by His resurrection. 

4. Matthew emphasizes more than material poverty and physical hunger. Those who are “poor in 
spirit” and those who “hunger and thirst for righteousness” depend solely on God to provide for their 
salvation. They depend on Jesus and know that only through faith in Him can they inherit the “kingdom 
of God.” 

Connect 
1. “If Christ has not been raised [from the dead], your faith is futile” (1 Corinthians 15:17). 

According to St. Paul, if Christ wasn’t raised from the dead then the Christian faith is a lie. If it could be 
shown that Christ did not rise from the dead then our faith would be proven false. All the Jews or the 
Romans had to do in order to destroy Christianity was to produce the bones from Jesus’ body. The 
evidence for Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is much stronger than unbelief. 

2. Christianity differs from the world’s religions on the basis of a historical event—Christ’s death 
and resurrection from the grave. All other religions ask the believer to simply believe in spite of the 
reality of the space-time world that we live in. The Christian faith is based upon a historical event—God 
coming into our world, dying for our sins, and proclaiming His victory over sin by rising from the dead. 

3. We have received assurance that our sins are forgiven and that we too will be raised on the Last 
Day. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 15—Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany:  
God Triumphs over Evil 

Genesis 45:3–8a, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:35–38a, 42–50; Luke 6:27–38 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. God had triumphed over evil in Corrie ten Boom’s life by strengthening and preserving her 

faith in the midst of tribulation. God triumphed in the guard’s life by bringing him to faith in Christ. The 
guard was given new life through the gift of faith. 

Inform 
1. Joseph recognized that God had spared his life so that through his efforts many lives might be 

saved. Through Abraham’s line God would provide a Savior for the world. 
2. Joseph saved his family from death by providing them with the food that they needed to 

survive through the famine. God saves His creation by providing people with forgiveness of sins through 
the sacrificial death of His Son and Jesus’ resurrection from the grave. 

3. Death gives rise to life just as a planted seed gives rise to life. A seed needs to be separated 
from the plant that it came from and buried in order to bring about life. Jesus’ separation from His Father 
through His death and resurrection from the grave make life possible for those trusting in God’s grace 
alone for their salvation. 

4. Paul writes that the perishable will be made imperishable; that which is dishonored will be 
glorified; that which is weak will be made powerful; and the natural body will be made into a spiritual 
body. All this was made possible by Christ’s work on our behalf. 

Connect 
1. God’s love enabled Corrie to triumph over her desire not to forgive the former prison guard. 
2. Answers will vary. 
3. Answers will vary. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 16—Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany:  
He Sure Makes a Difference 

Jeremiah 7:1–7 (8–15); 1 Corinthians 15:51–58; Luke 6:39–49 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Inform 
1. Obedience and being religious go hand in hand. 1 John 5:2 states, “loving God and carrying out 

His commands” go hand in hand. 
2. The people of Judah were going through the motions. They followed the ceremonial law by 

going to the temple but forgot the moral law. Jeremiah 7:10 says their ways and actions were detestable to 
God. 

3. Jesus describes hypocrisy as criticizing someone for a fault while being blind to one’s own 
faults. 

4. Hearing God’s Word and obedience to the Word go hand in hand. Jesus makes it clear that 
those who hear the Word but do not obey it build their houses without solid foundations. Those who hear 
the Word and obey it build solid foundations for the final judgment.  

5. Paul offers us Good News that in spite of our sin Jesus earned forgiveness for us and all people 
on the cross at Calvary. Through faith in Jesus we receive God’s free gift of forgiveness of sin and eternal 
life. 

6. According to Ephesians 1:18–20, we have “incomparably great power” through the 
resurrection of Jesus—the same power that “raised Him from the dead.” 

Connect 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. God should reject all people because of their sin. 
3. God sent Jesus to suffer and to die for our sins. Through Jesus’ blood we receive adoption as 

God’s own children. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  
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Session 17—The Transfiguration of Our Lord:  
Life in Living Color 

Deuteronomy 34:1–12; 2 Corinthians 4:3–6; Luke 9:28–36 

Introduction 
1. Answers will vary. 
2. Sin and its effects keep us from experiencing the fullness of life that God had originally 

intended for us. 

Inform 
1. Old Testament reading—Moses saw God face-to-face and he saw the Promised Land of the 

Israelites. Epistle reading—God reveals Himself to us in the Gospel. Gospel reading—Peter, John, and 
James witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration. 

2. God spoke concerning His Son to strengthen the faith of the three disciples.  
3. The disciples had work to complete away from the mountaintop. God would use the disciples 

in mighty ways to bear witness to Christ. 
4. The disciples told no one of the transfiguration. Matthew’s account of the transfiguration 

records that Jesus told His disciples not to share what they had seen until after His resurrection. 
5. Peter continued to testify to the majesty of Christ’s glory revealed to him at the transfiguration. 

Connect 
1. People may know of the “living color” life we experience through faith by the words we speak 

and the actions we demonstrate. 
2. Answers will vary. 

Vision 
Read the suggested activities aloud and recommend them to participants.  

 


