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Introduction 
The Three-Year Series of Scripture readings appointed for use in public worship first appeared in 

1969 in the Ordo lectionum Missae, developed by the Roman Catholic Church. Shortly thereafter, the 
Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship (ILCW) prepared a Lutheran version of this series, which was 
eventually included in Lutheran Book of Worship (1978) and, with some slight modifications, in Lutheran 
Worship (1982). Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal (1993), the hymnal of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, also included a version of the ILCW lectionary.  

In 1983, the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), an ecumenical study group, published the 
Common Lectionary based on the Ordo lectionum Missae as well as the Lutheran and various Protestant 
three-year cycles in use at the time. After significant field-testing, the CCT then published the Revised 
Common Lectionary in 1992, which was adopted for use in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
in 1998, and adapted for use in Lutheran Service Book, the new hymnal of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.  

This revised edition of A Longer Look at the Lessons takes into account the differences between 
various versions of the Three-Year Series in use among Lutherans today and provides studies for the 
system you have designated. The studies offer guidance for personal study, and prompt discussion and 
application of the pericopes by adult Bible study groups. 

Two basic principles were followed in structuring the various versions of the Three-Year 
Lectionary: a thematic principle and a principle of semicontinuous reading. The thematic principle is 
generally employed during the festival half-year. Readings are selected to emphasize the themes of the 
festivals and the seasons that surround them. The primary reading is always the Holy Gospel, and that is 
why it is studied first in these materials. The Old Testament Reading (or First Reading) and the Epistle 
are then selected to support and enhance the theme set forth by the Holy Gospel.  

The principle of semicontinuous reading is applied especially during the nonfestival half of the 
Church Year (the Sundays after Pentecost). The Holy Gospels of Series A are largely from Matthew; 
Series B from Mark; Series C from Luke. Readings from John are inserted in all the series, especially 
during the festival half-year. The Epistles also represent semicontinuous readings through particular 
letters. The Old Testament readings, however, are selected thematically in relation to the Holy Gospel 
throughout both halves of the Church Year. 

The overall purpose of assigning Scripture readings in this way is to provide an annual review of 
salvation history and of major Christian doctrines, as well as to read significant sections of Holy Scripture 
during certain times of the Church Year. Pastors have found these pericopal studies helpful as they 
prepare their sermons and services from week to week. 
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Study Guide 
How to Use the Study Guide 

The Study Guide has been prepared with three goals in mind. First, it provides information about the 
lessons and their contexts. A look at the Greek or Hebrew is sometimes included. Doctrinal emphases are 
pointed out, and the text is often related to other statements of Scripture. Second, it asks questions that 
help the group explore the texts and provoke analytical thought. Answers are to be sought first in the 
pericopes themselves, with other references cited for backup or expansion of the thought. Questions that 
explore the text are just asking “What does it say?” to focus attention. They are easy to answer—so easy 
that people sometimes feel uneasy about stating the obvious. Help your group understand this. Don’t 
spend time on these; just get a focus on what the text says and how it says it, and move on to questions 
that ask “What does it mean?” These require more time and thought. Let your group struggle a little if 
necessary; don’t be in a hurry to provide answers yourself. Sometimes, restating the question will help 
them move to the point. Third, the Study Guide encourages discussion and application to Christian life 
today by asking “What does it mean for us?” This is the essential goal of every Bible study. Give your 
group members time to express themselves. Encourage and accept their applications and testimonies. 
Don’t hesitate to share your own views and experiences, but don’t take over, or they will back off and 
wait for you to do this every time. Fill-in-the-blanks exercises focus the attention of the group on key 
words of the text, and they are intended to provide emphasis of their significance in a simple way. 

Make use of added Scripture references—but save time by using slips of paper to assign them ahead 
of time to individuals who don’t mind reading aloud in your group. 
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Lesson 1 

Proper 15 
The Holy Gospel: John 6:51–69 

Teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum, Jesus called Himself the ___ bread from heaven, in 
contrast to the manna that God had rained down for Israel in the wilderness. He specified that this living 
bread is His ___, which He would give for ___. He invited them to ___ His flesh and to ___ His blood—
seeing Him as the true sustenance of true life. He said that ___ ate and drank would ___ in Him and He in 
them, and that they would ___.  

In John’s Gospel, “the Jews” were the Sanhedrin and its representatives. They knew what Jesus was 
claiming with His “I am [egō eimi] the living bread that came down from heaven,” but they were 
unwilling to be drawn to faith in Him as the Messiah. John tells us they “disputed among themselves, 
saying, ‘How can this man give us His flesh to eat?’ ” 

1. What does their question reveal about their disputing among themselves? 
 
 
 
 
The Jews’ houtos, “this man” or “this fellow” (v. 52), contrasts with Jesus’ kagō anastesō, “and [I,] I 

will raise him up on the last day” (v. 54). Jesus did not answer their question by explaining 
inconsequential details. Instead, He went back to His metaphor with even greater force and mystery. 

2. What did He add to the picture of eating His flesh? To what did this reference to both His flesh 
and His blood point? What warning did Jesus sound out to these unbelieving Jews—and to us? What 
invitation and promise did He give them—and us? Do Jesus’ words about His flesh being true food and 
His blood being true drink refer to the Lord’s Supper? 

 
 
 
 
3. What is the significance of our abiding in Jesus and Jesus’ abiding in us? (See John 15:1–8.) What 

did Jesus point to that would assure our living as a result of feeding on Him? 
 
 
 
 
At the beginning of this discourse on His being the bread of life, when Jesus admonished the crowd 

for pursuing Him only because they “ate [their] fill of the loaves”; it was they who brought up the manna 
eaten by their forefathers in the desert. They were challenging Jesus to match what they credited Moses 
with doing. Jesus spoke to that three times, contrasting Himself as the true bread from heaven that 
nourishes people ___ with the manna that satisfied only ___ (see vv. 32–33, 49–50, 58). This contrast 
gave strong emphasis to what He was saying about Himself, and was all the more pointed because His 
metaphor became a foil for what they themselves had initiated. 
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John clearly organized his material for effect. His “the bread that came down from heaven” at the 
end of this pericope is the tenth time in the chapter that Jesus referred to His coming down from heaven or 
to be “bread from heaven.” 

4. What was John’s reason for this repetition? (See John 1:1–5, 14.) 
 
 
 
 
 
The crowd that had followed Jesus to Capernaum was infected by the unbelief of their religious 

leaders. They were not ready to listen to His “hard saying.” Not only was Jesus’ teaching hard or difficult 
(skleros; v. 60), it was also offensive to the point of being revolting (skandalizei; v. 61). Jesus projected 
them to the future, when some of them would see Him ___, and He spoke His powerful “The words that I 
have spoken to you are spirit and life.” But many turned back and no longer ___.  

5. What does it say to the Church that Jesus did not soften His “hard saying” to accommodate the 
crowd and keep them with Him, and made even the Twelve face the choice of leaving or staying with 
Him? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus turned to the Twelve, and Peter did not disappoint Him. Let’s say Peter’s familiar words 

together as we finish our longer look at the Holy Gospel: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that You are the Holy One of God.”  

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Proverbs 9:1–10 
The Book of Proverbs was written to give “prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the 

youth,” and to make wise men wiser (1:4–5). Frequent references to “my son” emphasize instructing the 
young and guiding them into a happy and prosperous life by acquiring wisdom and knowing how to avoid 
life’s pitfalls. 

In Proverbs, Wisdom and Folly are personified, each seeking to persuade simple youths to follow 
her ways—Wisdom by appeals and warnings, Folly by enticements. The first section begins and ends 
with a contrast of such appeals and enticements. In between, the main body is devoted to commendation 
of Wisdom (chapters 2–4) and to warnings against Folly (chapters 5–7). Young men are depicted as being 
enticed to Folly by the examples of men who get ahead in the world by dishonesty and exploitation of 
others, and by women who tempt them to sexual pleasures outside of marriage. We readily recognize that 
Folly still presents her enticements in the same way today. 

6. What is suggested by “Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn her seven pillars”? What is 
indicated by Wisdom’s having slaughtered her beasts and mixed her wine, set her table, and sent out her 
young women to call from the highest places in the town? What is the banquet Wisdom has prepared and 
to which she invites? 
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7. In contrast, what does “the woman Folly” do? (See 9:13–18.) 
 
 
 
 
8. What is indicated by the fact that both Wisdom and Folly are at the highest point of the city and 

extend the same invitation to the simple to come in? 
 
 
 
 
9. To what is Folly inviting with her “Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant”? 

What is the result of accepting her invitation? 
 
 
 
 
10. Who are the simple to whom appeals of Wisdom and enticements of Folly come? Why is it that 

simple ways must be left if you really want to live? What is the true wisdom and knowledge that Wisdom 
offers?  

 
 
 
 
11. How does this lesson tie in with the emphasis of today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 5:6–21 
Paul’s words encourage Christians to live up to their faith, not down to the level of the pagan world.  
12. What are the “empty words” about which Paul was warning? What is the result of listening to 

and following and associating with those who offer such empty words? What is always the intention of 
those who walk in the light? How may Christians expose the unfruitful works of darkness? 

 
 
 
 
13. What basic wisdom distinguishes the wise from the unwise? 
 
 
 
 
The early Christians lived in an atmosphere of pagan immorality, and opposition to the Church was 

growing. Paul had had to leave Ephesus because of that opposition, and now, several years later, was a 
prisoner in Rome, awaiting trial in the emperor’s court. A law requiring formal worship of the emperor as 
a personification of the divine spirit of Rome was putting Christians on the spot in a very pointed way. 
The days were evil. 
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14. How would you apply Paul’s “the days are evil” to the pressures Christians face in our society 
today? 

 
 
 
 
You might expect Paul to say, “Because the days are evil, guard yourselves from temptation.” 

Instead, he wrote, “___, because the days are evil.” 
15. What helpful principle is built into this encouragement? 
 
 
 
 
16. How can you grow in understanding of the Lord’s will and purpose for you? (See 2 Timothy 

3:14–17; Romans 12:1–2.) 
 
 
 
 
Many in our society use chemicals (drugs, alcohol, etc.) to escape tension or to experience “highs.” 

These were well known also in the ancient world, and were even used by pagans as part of their worship. 
Unhappily, what is intended to be only a temporary influence sometimes takes control, changing the user 
into an addict. Paul contrasted the folly of being influenced and controlled by alcoholic spirits with the 
blessing of living under the influence and control of the Spirit. “Be filled” is present tense, which, in 
Greek, denotes ongoing, continuing action—“keep on being filled.” Repeatedly, as the occasion requires, 
the Spirit enables Christians for their worship, service, and testimony. 

17. How may one be filled with the Spirit? (See Romans 12:1; John 14:15–17; Luke 11:9–13.) Why 
does getting drunk with wine lead to debauchery? To what does being filled with the Spirit lead? 

 
 
 
 
18. Why are singing and making music such important ways of expressing ourselves as Christians to 

one another and to the Lord? What is a key factor in developing an attitude toward life that lets us go 
through life singing and making music in the heart to the Lord? 
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Lesson 2 

Christian Education Sunday 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 18:15–17 

It was customary among the Jews that when an important rabbi was in their town, the mothers 
brought their children to him for a blessing. Luke recorded one such occasion. The disciples rebuked the 
mothers, no doubt because they thought Jesus was too busy to be bothered with such trivialities, for 
Jewish men did not have much to do with children in public. Jesus told them, and He tells us, “Let the 
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” 

19. How may we bring our children and grandchildren to Jesus?  
 
 
 
 
20. How might we hinder our children and grandchildren from coming to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
21. Why might have Luke recorded this incident right after Jesus’ telling and applying His parable 

of the Pharisee and the tax collector in the temple? What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God like 
a child? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:4–15 
Deuteronomy means “second law.” It records Moses’ farewell encouragement to his generation and 

to succeeding generations to revere and serve and obey Yahweh. It repeats the Law that he had received 
and handed down and applies it theologically to the relationship the Israelites were to enjoy with Yahweh 
as their covenant God. This pericope includes the Shema, the creed of the Old Testament faithful that 
Jesus quoted in today’s Holy Gospel. It stresses, in contrast with the prevailing polytheism of other 
nations, that Yahweh is the one and only God. He is not one among many, but the one and only. The word 
Shema means “hear”; it’s the first Hebrew word of this creed. 

22. Why is “hear” a good way to begin such a statement of the faith? 
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These words follow Moses’ repetition of the Ten Commandments. His concern for the continued 
faithfulness of his people is evident. He had seen the faithlessness of those who had left Egypt, and had 
led them in the desert wanderings imposed by Yahweh until a new generation would arise to enter the 
Promised Land. His encouragement to “fear the LORD” may best be understood as “hold the Lord in awe 
and reverence.”  

23. What did Moses assure them would be the result of their revering and obeying the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
24. What summary commandment did Moses state here as the basis for all the others? What would 

enable the Israelites to love the Lord and thus want to obey Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
25. What did Moses stress with these phrases? 
“On your heart” 
 
 
“Teach them diligently” 
 
 
“Talk of them” 
 
 
“Bind them” 
 
 
“Write them” 
 
 
The use of phylacteries and mezuzahs grew out of a literal application of these words. Phylacteries 

were leather prayer bands that held small boxes in place on the forehead and the arm. The box for the 
forehead had four compartments for parchments on which Exodus 13:1–10; 13:11–16; Deuteronomy 6:5–
9; and 11:13–21 were written. The box for the arm had one compartment for a single parchment on which 
all of these were written. These were aids for Jewish men in their prayers. Their use meant daily 
recommitment to love Yahweh with all of one’s mind and strength. Mezuzahs were small wooden boxes 
containing a parchment on which Deuteronomy 6:4–9 and 11:13–21 were formally written in 22 lines. 
Mezuzahs were attached to door frames of the main entrances to houses and were touched by family 
members as they left the house and as they returned as a reminder of the covenant.  

26. What religious artifacts serve a similar purpose in our homes and in our devotions? 
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27. What were the great spiritual dangers that Moses was concerned about and about which he 
warned the people of Israel? How do we face the same kind of dangers in our lives as American 
Christians? 

 
 
 
 
28. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:37–42 
29. Peter ended his Pentecost sermon with “God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 

whom you crucified!” What did Peter tell the people when they then asked, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
 
 
 
 
Peter’s answer exemplifies Spirit-powered preaching that calls on people to do what they, of 

themselves, are unable to do (see 1 Corinthians 2:14 and 12:3). But when the Good News of Jesus is 
proclaimed as Peter did, the call to repent and be baptized becomes part of the dynamic by which the 
Spirit works His miracle of faith and regeneration.  

30. God’s Word is power to make things happen. What is our response following conversion? 
 
 
 
 
31. What would those who accepted Peter’s call to repentance and faith be acknowledging about 

Jesus in being baptized in His name? Here, the Greek word for “sins” is hamartiōn, meaning “missing the 
mark.” What basic sin, what “missing the mark,” would these Jews be confessing about Jesus in repenting 
and being baptized? (See John 3:16–18 and John 8:24.) 

 
 
 
 
32. Three thousand believed and were immediately baptized. Why were they not given more 

instruction in the Gospel before being baptized? 
 
 
 
33. For what did Peter’s inspired words “The promise is for you and for your children and for all 

who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself” prepare the way? What assurance 
comes to us today through these words of Peter? what guidance? 
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34. That Day of Pentecost was the birth day of the Christian Church. What was immediately at the 
center of the life of this congregation? What does that say to us on this Christian Education Sunday? 
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Lesson 3 

Proper 16 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:1–13 

Mark 6 ended with a summary description of Jesus’ “year of popularity” in Galilee (vv. 53–56). 
Now Mark moves to the time of persecution at the hands of the Sanhedrin and their representatives. 

35. What was the obvious purpose for which the Pharisees and their scribes had come from 
Jerusalem? What was their complaint to Jesus regarding His disciples? 

 
 
 
 
“The tradition of the elders” made its way later into the Talmud and the Midrashim. This tradition 

included the haggadah, exegetical commentary on books of the Old Testament, and the halachah, the 
collective body of law regulating not only religious, but also day-to-day life. The halachah consisted of 
613 additional rules (mitzvōt, or “commandments”); it was thought that following these doable rules 
would ensure the keeping of the Law. The ceremonial washing of hands before eating was one of these 
rules.  

Through Isaiah, the Lord spoke to people of his own day about their hypocritical approach to the 
Lord; but Jesus applied Isaiah’s words as a prophecy of the Pharisees and their hypocrisy.  

36. Identify the two thrusts that define hypocrisy in Isaiah’s words. How were they applicable to the 
Pharisees and scribes in that situation? What do they say to us as disciples of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
37. “You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men,” said Jesus. In His 

response to them, why did Jesus change their “tradition of the elders” to “tradition of men”? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus boldly pointed to a specific example of the Pharisees’ doing this to enrich the temple treasury: 

their misapplication of Corban.  Saying “Corban,” “Given to God,” declared that something was vowed 
to God or to the temple as a sacred gift. (Mark retained the Hebrew word so his Gentile readers would 
hear the very sound of the vow.)    

38. What did Jesus bluntly say the Pharisees were guilty of doing with their misapplication of 
Corban to the responsibility of children toward their parents? 

 
 
 
 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
16 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 29:11–19 
Chapter 29 of Isaiah’s prophecy is titled “The Siege of Jerusalem.” It pictures the judgment of the 

Lord against His faithless people in terms of His encamping against Ariel (Jerusalem) and besieging her. 
This would happen through “the multitude of all the nations . . . that fight against Mount Zion” as the 
instruments of the Lord’s judgment, and who, in time, would experience their own destruction. But the 
people and their leaders in Jerusalem would continue to put their trust in the presence of the temple and 
its daily rituals, and would dismiss the impending doom. Indeed, this was part of the Lord’s judgment of 
their pride and their faithlessness. Isaiah said, “The LORD has poured out upon you a spirit of deep sleep, 
and has closed your eyes [the prophets], and covered your heads [the seers]” (v. 10).  

39. How does “the vision of all this has become to you like the words of a book that is sealed” 
continue that theme and make it even more pointed? 

 
 
 
 
The Lord clearly states what has caused His judgment of His covenant people, whom He 

disdainfully calls not “My people,” but “this people.” 
40. What is pictured by “this people draw near with their mouth and honor Me with their lips, while 

their hearts are far from Me”? What is pictured by “their fear of Me is a commandment taught by men”? 
 
 
 
 
41. The Lord will do “wonderful things . . . with wonder upon wonder” not in blessing, but as part of 

His judgment. In this regard, what will be the judgment of the “wise men” and the “discerning men”? 
 
 
 
 
As impending danger approached, King Hezekiah entered into an alliance with Egypt, which he 

thought would protect his kingdom from destruction. Instead, it stirred up the Lord’s judgment. This is 
taken up in chapter 30 in some detail. Here it is in a veiled reference: “You hide deep from the LORD your 
counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, ‘Who sees us? Who knows us?’ ” 

42. How were the political leaders turning things upside down by a political alliance? Why are the 
words about the potter and the clay pots he has made familiar to us?  

 
 
 
Verses 17–19 begin a sudden, unexpected shift to the theme of redemption. “Lebanon” is probably a 

poetic reference to Assyria, which had conquered all of the area to the north and now threatened Judah. 
The forests of Lebanon were renowned throughout the area. Lebanon being turned into a fruitful field 
instead of a forest, and the fruitful field being regarded as a forest, would be the Lord’s judgment against 
Assyria. 

43. Why are “the deaf shall hear the words of a book” and “the eyes of the blind shall see” 
especially meaningful to us Christians? Why are the meek singled out to “obtain fresh joy in the LORD,” 
and the poor the ones who “shall exult in the Holy One of Israel”? 
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44. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in which today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 5:22–33 
Paul had urged the Ephesian Christians to draw a sharp line of distinction between the darkness of 

pagan pursuit of sensuality and their walking in the light in Christ. In that context, he now addressed the 
relationship between Christian wives and husbands. His words to them—and subsequently to children and 
fathers, to slaves and masters—show that in every area of life, Christians are called by Christ to new life 
under His Lordship. 

God’s first purpose in marriage is seen in Genesis 2. Having created man and having placed him in 
the Garden to work it and take care of it, God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make a helper fit for him” (v. 18). So from the man’s rib, the Lord God fashioned his perfect counterpart, 
the woman, and brought her to the man. Adam said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh.” And the inspired writer commented, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” God’s first purpose in marriage is the 
companionship that fills out our personalities. 

God’s second purpose is seen in Genesis 1: “God created man in His own image, in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them. And God blessed them. And God said, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth’” (vv. 27–28). God’s second purpose in marriage is procreation, 
the continuing of the human race. Paul pointed to a third purpose in marriage for humanity living in the 
atmosphere of sinfulness. In 1 Corinthians 7, he wrote, “The husband should give to his wife her conjugal 
rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. . . . Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement 
for a limited time . . . but then come together again so Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of 
self-control” (vv. 3–5). The third purpose in marriage is prophylaxis, providing the proper expression of 
the sex drive to lessen temptation to immorality. 

As Paul addressed Christian marriage in the setting of his writing about living as children of light in 
the darkness of a sinful world, all three purposes come into play, but especially the first and the third. 

45. What does it mean to submit? (See Philippians 2:3–4.) What does Paul say is to motivate that 
attitude toward others? 

 
 
 
 
Paul wrote that wives are to submit to their husbands ___, just as the Church ___. Paul called the 

husband the ___ of the wife just as Christ is the ___.  
 
 
46. What does this say about the headship of a Christian husband? What kind is indicated? What 

kind is ruled out? What happens when a Christian wife competes with her husband for headship instead of 
“[submitting to him] as to the Lord”? What happens when a Christian husband is not ready to implement 
his headship responsibility? 

 
 
 
 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
18 

47. If the husband is the “head,” what role does the wife have in a family? Is her role any less 
important than her husband’s? 

 
 
 
 
Paul then addressed husbands in their headship responsibilities, saying to them, “Husbands, love 

your wives, as ___ loved the ___ and ___ for her. . . . Husbands should love their wives as their own ___. 
He who loves ___ loves ___.” 

48. May Paul’s words be appropriately rephrased to read “She who loves ___, loves ___”? State it 
negatively: “Whoever ___ his/her spouse, ___ himself/herself.” Is that equally true?  

 
 
 
 
49. What does the Genesis quotation point to as a basic necessity if a couple were to have a healthy 

marriage? 
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Lesson 4 

Proper 17 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:14–23 

Jesus had just interacted with Pharisees and scribes who had come from Jerusalem to keep an eye on 
Him. When they criticized some of His disciples for eating with hands they had not ceremonially washed, 
Jesus applied to them Isaiah’s judgment of the people of his day: “This people honor Me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from Me; in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of 
men.” 

Jesus was referring to their meticulous—but perfunctory—observance of the 613 detailed rules they 
had developed as a “fence” to surround and protect the Law, and to assure their obedience to its 
commands. They expected the people to imitate their religiosity and live by their rules, and they criticized 
Him for not having His disciples do so. 

Jesus told them that in their concern for the details of their tradition, they were actually at times 
rejecting the commandments of God. He pointed them specifically to their use of Corban—vowing to 
make something a gift to God—to exempt themselves from responsibility to give financial aid to their 
parents in their need, even though God’s own commandment is “Honor your father and your mother” 
(Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16).  

Because the Pharisees made a public display of their religiosity, and were respected and imitated by 
the people, Jesus “called the people to Him again and said to them, ‘Hear Me, all of you, and under-
stand.’ ” 

50. What was it that Jesus wanted them to understand about their relating to their covenant Lord? 
Why didn’t Jesus avoid conflict by just going along with the legalistic religiosity of the Pharisees? 

 
 
 
 
51. What, according to Jesus, is the real source of defilement in people’s lives? Why did His 

disciples have difficulty understanding Jesus’ “parable,” or mashal? Was Jesus here abrogating the 
Levitical Law, which did forbid eating certain foods as “unclean” for Jews? 

 
 
 
 
52. Jesus cited a long list of sins that come from within, from the sinful heart, that make people 

unclean. What do you notice about the kinds of sins that Jesus listed? 
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53. What does Jesus’ statement that all of these sins come “out of the heart of man” say about our 
becoming clean before God? (See Psalm 51:6, 10–12.) 

 
 
 
 
54. Why is the “spirit of Pharisaism” an ever-present temptation also for Christians? (See Matthew 

16:5–12.) 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 
Deuteronomy means “Second Law,” but it is more than just a repetition of laws. As Moses’ farewell 

encouragement to Israel, its thrust is a development of the theology of the Torah, which means 
“instruction.” It repeats laws, yes—but it also expounds on the relationship with the Lord of the covenant 
that was to motivate and enable Israel’s obedience. Moses’ farewell addresses were spoken as the forty 
years of wanderings in the wilderness were coming to an end. A new generation had replaced the ones 
who had not trusted the Lord to give them the Promised Land. Moses reminded them of Yahweh’s 
covenant and its laws and encouraged them to walk in faith and obedience as they entered Canaan to 
settle in the homeland the Lord had promised to Abraham and his descendants. 

Take time to scan the laws in Deuteronomy—chapters 5, 14, and 21—and note that they have 
different thrusts. Those in chapter 5 are moral laws; in chapter 14, ceremonial laws; in 21, civil laws.  

55. How did each of these kinds of laws provide important instruction for the life of Israel as God’s 
covenant people? Why did Moses carefully tell the people neither to add to nor take from the 
commandments of the Lord? What, according to Moses, would Israel’s obedience to God’s laws show 
their neighbor nations, and what would be their reaction?  

 
 
 
 
56. What principle does this suggest for our living according to our Lord’s instruction as His 

disciples? (See Matthew 5:13–16; 1 Peter 2:12; 3:15–16.) 
 
 
 
57. Why did Moses give the added encouragement to “take care, and keep your soul diligently”? 

Why did he remind them to “make them known to your children and your children’s children”?  
 
 
 
 
58. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
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The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 6:10–20 
This lesson gives very practical instruction about our equipping ourselves for the daily struggle 

against evil. We are to be strong ___ and in ___. This whole armor of God will equip us so we ___ 
against ___.  

59. Why is important that we be fully aware that our struggle is not against flesh-and-blood enemies 
but against all the spiritual forces of evil? 

 
 
 
 
Paul probably has in mind the Roman legionary, who was normally equipped with a belt, a 

breastplate of segmented iron fixed with leather straps, heavily-soled military shoes or sandals, a large, 
rectangular shield, a helmet, a short sword, and other equipment. Paul cites each part of the legionary’s 
equipment in terms of the spiritual equipment that is provided for us by the full armor of God. 

“The belt of truth”—Literally, Paul’s phrase is “having girded your loins in truth.” A Roman soldier 
wore a short tunic, so he was not involved in gathering and tying up a long robe. As he girded his loins, 
the Roman soldier first put on a leather belt, to which his sword and his breastplate were then attached 
and held secure. 

60. How does truth provide us with this basic equipment? 
 
 
 
 
 “The breastplate of righteousness”—The legionary’s breastplate protected his vital organs. It was 

held firmly in place by being attached to his belt. 
61. In talking about righteousness as that which protects our vitality as Christians, was Paul referring 

to the imputed righteousness that is ours through faith in Jesus or the right living that is our aim as 
disciples? How does a righteous lifestyle protect us from mortal blows to our Christian faith and life? 

 
 
 
 
“Shoes of readiness given by the Gospel of peace”—It has been said that attention to its soldiers’ 

boots was one of the secrets of Roman conquest. Good boots allowed them to walk long distances and 
arrive in shape for battle. 

62. For what do “Gospel of peace” sandals provide us with readiness? 
 
 
 
 
 “The shield of faith”—The large, overlapping shields of a line of legionaries were designed not only 

to ward off spear thrusts and sword blows, but also to quench flaming arrows. 
63. What kind of flaming darts does the evil one shoot at Christians? Faith in Christ assures us of 

life with Him now and forever. How does this help us in the daily struggle to overcome temptation? 
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“The helmet of salvation”—The soldier’s helmet warded off blows to the head that otherwise could 
render him unable to fight, or kill him. 

64. How is our assurance of salvation such a helmet? (See Romans 8:28–39.) 
 
 
 
 
“The sword of the Spirit, the Word of God” 
65. How is this item of armament different from all the others? When was this weapon used most 

effectively against the devil and his temptations? What does Paul’s placing this last, as the culmination of 
our Christian armor, point us to as a basic, ongoing need in our Christian lives? 

 
 
 
 
66. What is meant by Paul’s “praying at all times in the Spirit”? (See Romans 8:26–27; Philippians 

4:6–7.) 
 
 
 
 
67. When you paraphrase Paul’s request for prayer to fit today’s circumstances, for whom and for 

what are you encouraged to pray? 
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Lesson 5 

Proper 18 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:24–37  

Jesus had taken His disciples out of Galilee to the region of Tyre, on the coast of the Mediterranean 
Sea. They probably had traveled there on the Way of the Sea, the trade route that connected Damascus 
with the cities on the coast, bending down to touch the region of Galilee near Capernaum. This was 
“getaway time” for Jesus and the Twelve. Phoenicia, on the coast, and the Decapolis, east of the Sea of 
Galilee, were Gentile areas. Away from the pressure of Jewish crowds, Jesus could devote Himself to 
instruction of the Twelve, preparing them for their ministry. Occasionally, Gentile people approached 
Him for help, and He ministered to their needs.  Generally, however, He kept a low profile. 

68. How is it that people in these Gentile areas came to Him for help and healing? 
 
 
 
 
Matthew also records the healing of the woman’s daughter, and he adds that she approached Him as 

“Lord” and “Son of David,” and that she persistently called out to Him until Jesus responded to her, much 
to the chagrin of His disciples (see Matthew 15:21–28). Jesus tested her with His comparison of children 
and dogs. Her humble readiness to accept the fact that in the eyes of Jews, she was an outsider—a 
“Gentile dog,” as the Jews often referred to foreigners—combined with her eager confidence that Jesus 
could help her daughter prompted His positive response to her persistent faith. Instead of bristling at 
Jesus’ words, she said, “Yes, Lord; yet even the ___ eat the ___.” 

69. How was the woman’s faith tested yet again by Jesus? What may we learn from the 
Syrophoenician woman as we approach Jesus for help in time of need? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus and the disciples continued north to Sidon, then east and south on “back roads” into the 

Decapolis, a region to the south and east of the Sea of Galilee. Decapolis means “Ten Cities.” These cities 
were founded and populated by Greek colonists after the conquests of Alexander the Great some three 
centuries before Christ as part of an effort to spread Greek culture throughout the area. The whole journey 
took them well over 100 miles, giving time for instruction along the way.  

70. In interacting with the man who was deaf and mute, what was Jesus’ purpose in taking the man 
aside, away from those who had brought him to Jesus? Why did Jesus put His fingers into the man’s ears 
and touch the man’s tongue? What did Jesus convey to the man by looking to heaven and giving a deep 
sigh? 

 
 
 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
24 

71. Do you think “Ephphatha” was the first thing the deaf man heard? What were the man’s first 
words? 

 
 
 
 
72. As was frequently the case, Jesus told those who witnessed this miracle not to tell others about 

it. Why? What resulted anyway? 
 
 
 
 
 
73. What does Jesus’ power to make the deaf hear and the mute speak say to us for our own faith 

and life? (See Luke 10:21–24.) 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 35:4–7a 
Isaiah ministered as God’s prophet during the reign of King Hezekiah of Judah. It was a time of 

great peril for Judah as a nation. The armies of Assyria, under Sargon and his son, Sennacharib, had 
conquered the nations to the north, including the kingdom of Israel, and had deported large portions of 
Israel’s population for settlement elsewhere in the vast area they ruled. The Assyrian armies swept 
southward toward Jerusalem. Isaiah continually assured Hezekiah and the people of Judah that the Lord 
would prevent the Assyrians from conquering Jerusalem. The siege of Jerusalem was begun, and it ended 
suddenly when, in response to the arrogance of the Assyrians, “the angel of the LORD went out and struck 
down a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the camp of Assyrians” (Isaiah 37:36). Secular history 
records their sudden departure, but does not give this as its cause. The first 39 chapters of Isaiah deal with 
that history and Isaiah’s related messages. 

Chapter 35 is titled “The Ransomed Shall Return.” It is a poetic song that describes the blessing of 
God on His people even in time of danger, and brings assurance of their ultimate redemption in the plans 
of their gracious covenant Lord. The words of the song are meaningful to every generation of God’s 
people. With all the fears that press in on us in our complex world, it is good to hear this prophetic Word 
to “those who have an anxious heart.” 

74. Why did Isaiah describe God as coming “with vengeance” and “with the recompense of God”? 
 
 
 
 
75. What assurance was there for the people of Judah in the promise of the eyes of the blind being 

opened, the ears of the deaf being unstopped, the lame leaping like a deer, and the mute singing for joy? 
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76. What commitment was the Lord making to His people in the picture of waters breaking forth in 
the wilderness to form streams, pools, and springs? What do such poetic pictures offer us for our 
encouragement? 

 
 
 
 
77. How does this First Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: James 2:1–10, 14–18 
In writing to Jewish Christians in house churches throughout Judea and Samaria and Galilee, James 

addressed a social situation ready-made for prejudice and partiality. Prejudice is always a part of the 
human scene.  

78. Why is it true of life in the Church that making distinctions among ourselves makes us “judges 
with evil thoughts”? How does practicing partiality break the royal law “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself”? What does practicing partiality generally reveal about one’s attitude toward oneself? 

 
 
 
 
79. How can we develop a Christian love that will combat our tendency toward making distinctions 

and showing partiality? (See 1 John 4:7–13.) 
 
 
 
 
James makes us see that partiality generally gives preference to the ___ and puts down the ___. But 

his questions make us rethink this: “Has not God chosen the ___ to be ___ and ___, which He has 
promised ___? And are not the ___ the ones who ___ you and ___ and ___?”  

James stated the principle that just one instance of stumbling makes an otherwise upright person a 
lawbreaker, “guilty of breaking it all.” 

80. How does the principle of one sin making us guilty of breaking all the Law relate to the question 
of practicing partiality in the life of the Church? What does the principle say to us about our life with 
God? 

 
 
 
 
James then wrote about being “judged under the law of liberty” (James 2:12). The law of liberty is 

the fulfilled Law—fulfilled by Jesus Christ as Representative Man and credited to us as righteousness. A 
slavish approach to laws and rules on our part is replaced by freedom to respond to Christ in love, and 
wanting to live out the righteousness that has been imputed to us. Then we may see others as objects of 
Christ’s love, just as we are, and we are freed by our faith to act in love and mercy toward them. The 
dynamic force in this, of course, is the indwelling Holy Spirit, who renews us continually through the 
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forgiving love of our heavenly Father in Jesus, His Son. When this new life in Christ is being 
implemented in us, we ourselves become evidence that mercy triumphs over judgment. 

James’s words about the importance of deeds as evidence of faith are probably the most widely 
known of all that he wrote in his Letter.  

81. What does James’s illustration of the needy person who gets only good wishes say to us about 
our faith? Our world includes multitudes of needy, hungry people. How is it that it is our faith and not 
rules and regulations that prompts us to do what we can to show mercy and supply their need? 

 
 
 
 
82. Does all of this suggest a Christian should “force himself”  to display his faith by showing love 

even if his heart isn’t in it? (See Galatians 6:7–10.) What often results when you, in determined 
discipleship, make yourself do what you know you should do even though you don’t want to do it? 

 
 
 
 
83. Through what good deeds and acts of mercy are you consciously exercising and evidencing your 

faith in Jesus as part of your life as His disciple? 
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Lesson 6 

Proper 19 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 9:14–29 

In all three synoptic Gospels, this account follows the account of the transfiguration of Jesus. They 
provide a study in contrasts: the Lord Jesus displaying His glory as the very Son of God to His inner 
circle contrasting with the lack of faith on the part of the nine disciples of Jesus that prevented their 
healing of the epileptic, demoniac boy. 

When Jesus and Peter and James and John arrived on the scene, a crowd had gathered around the 
disciples, and scribes were arguing with them, evidently about their failed attempts to help the boy and his 
father. Jesus immediately became the focus of their attention when He asked His disciples, “What are you 
arguing about with them?” The father of the boy spoke up to explain his son’s dire need and the disciples’ 
helplessness to remedy it. 

84. With His pained lament, what did Jesus point to as the reason for the disciples’ failure? What is 
suggested by Jesus’ saying “How long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you?” 

 
 
 
 
 
Jesus words were more an expression of His disappointment than a rebuke of the disciples. At this 

point in the Gospel account, Jesus was approaching the culmination of His ministry. The disciples had 
been with Him for the better part of three years. He had not only taught them, but had enabled them to go 
out in His name to teach and to heal and to cast out demons (Matthew 10:1). He had sent out 72 others as 
His representatives, and they had returned to report, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 
name” (see Luke 10:1, 17). He had told the disciples about His approaching death and resurrection, and 
He repeated it again, with the same results, in verses following this lesson (Mark 9:30–32).  

85. Why did Jesus test the faith of the boy’s father before acting to heal the boy? What do we learn 
for our own faith and life from the father’s response to Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
86. The boy’s symptoms often lead skeptics to call his condition simply epilepsy, but what did Jesus 

address in healing the boy?  
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87. The humbled disciples asked why they had failed in this. What does Jesus’ “this kind” suggest 
about demonic spirits? Why would prayer be needed to drive them out? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 50:4–10 
Isaiah’s prophecy about the Servant of the Lord is featured in four “Servant Songs,” beginning in 

chapter 42 and culminating in the “Song of the Suffering Servant” of chapters 52 and 53. While some 
scholars see the Servant as the Israelite nation, called and commissioned to serve the Lord, others identify 
the Servant as the true Israelite, the Promised One who would faithfully carry out the Lord’s will in 
redeeming His people. Horace Hummel says in The Word Becoming Flesh, “We note the explicit 
parallelism of ‘servant’ and ‘Israel’ in 49:3. At the same time, [the Servant] has been called like a prophet 
(49:1, 5; cf. Jeremiah 1) with a commission to Israel as well as to be ‘a light to the nations’ (49:6)” (p. 
221). 

This is the third “Servant Song,” of which Hummel writes, “[It] highlights the Servant’s total 
faithfulness to His commission, in spite of great suffering under most adverse circumstances. The 
speaker, the Servant, is clearly distinguished from the rest of Israel (vv. 10–11). The language reminds us 
of Jeremiah, Lamentations, and many of the psalms of lament. The vicarious nature of the suffering is not 
yet so clear, but plainly we have an anticipation of and preparation for the climactic Song of 52:13 ff.” (p. 
221). 

88. What kind of tongue has the Servant been given? For what purpose? What kind of ears does the 
Servant have? What attitude does the Servant display toward what He has been asked to do? 

 
 
 
 
89. How does the Servant show His determination to carry out His commission? How does the 

Servant show confident trust in the sovereign Lord He serves? 
 
 
 
 
90. How does the Servant go beyond telling of His response to the Lord’s call, beyond stating His 

dedication to His calling, beyond declaring His trust in the Lord God, to become a preacher to God’s 
people?  

 
 
 
 
91. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
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The Epistle for the Day: James 3:1–12 
David P. Scaer, in James, Apostle of Faith, along with other contemporary interpreters, sees the 

Epistle of James as a pastoral epistle written by James, the “bishop” in Jerusalem, to the pastors of house 
churches in Judea and Samaria, who had been trained by the apostles and James. So he draws many 
inferences from the letter to point to James’s providing instruction for them in their teaching and 
preaching tasks, and reminding them of their great privilege and responsibility in all of it. “Teaching” by 
individual members as they express their opinions and reactions can and does have an influence on a 
congregation. Of greater impact and concern is formal instruction in the Word by those called to the 
pastoral office in the congregation. Scaer suggests, “This third chapter has [James’s] practical advice for 
those entrusted with the Church’s preaching tasks . . . how sermons are to be delivered and what should 
constitute their content” (pp. 97–98). 

92. To whom is James referring with his introductory “my brothers”? What was James saying about 
himself and about local pastors with “we all stumble in many ways”? 

 
 
 
 
93. How would the fact that a preacher or a teacher “does not stumble in what he says” enable him 

to “bridle the whole body”? 
 
 
 
 
 
94. What do the bit and the rudder and the spark have in common in James’s three illustrations? 

How is the spark different from the bit and the rudder in the effect it brings? How may the tongue of a 
preacher or a member be like a bit in the mouth of a congregation or like a rudder in the Church “ship”? 
How may the tongue of a preacher or a member become like a spark in the Church “forest”? 

 
 
 
 
 
James goes well beyond talking about a small fire. He says, “The tongue is a fire, a world of 

unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire 
course of life, and set on fire by hell.” He likes triads, statements that progressively develop a point. Here 
the movement is from the “fire” of the tongue just corrupting, to its setting aflame, to hell itself being 
behind it all. 

95. Why is the tongue singled out as the member of the body that is most capable of harming both 
the speaker and other people? Why is the tongue full of poison and restless to do evil? Why can no man 
tame the tongue?  

 
 
 
 
With James, we confess that “from the same mouth come blessing and cursing,” we agree “these 

things ought not to be,” and we work to overcome this paradoxical behavior. 
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96. How can we work in practical ways to overcome our abusive and hurtful use of our tongues? 
(See James 1:19–25; Philippians 4:8–9.) 

 
 
 
 
97. What do James’s little illustrations from nature add to this consideration? 
 
 
 
 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
31 

Lesson 7 

Proper 20 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 9:30–37 

Jesus had traveled into the region of Caesarea Philippi, some 25 miles to the north of the Sea of 
Galilee. There, surrounded by the shrines of paganism, He had drawn from His disciples their confession 
of faith in Him as the promised Christ, and had begun to teach them about what lay ahead of Him as the 
culmination of His saving ministry. On one of the foothills of Mount Hermon, or on Mount Hermon 
itself, He had displayed to the inner circle of the disciples His glory as the Son of God in His 
transfiguration. Now, as they traveled through Galilee, Jesus was still primarily concerned with the 
instruction of the Twelve. He again spoke plainly about what lay ahead for Him. We are accustomed to 
hearing the message of the cross in the context of our salvation, and so we find it strange that the Twelve 
had such difficulty understanding and accepting His words. 

98. Why did the disciples not understand, though Jesus spoke clearly about His coming death and 
resurrection? Why were the disciples afraid to question Him about what He was saying? 

 
 
 
Capernaum, a fishing village on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, was Jesus’ headquarters 

for His Galilean ministry. His teaching tours through the villages of Galilee always ended with His return 
to Capernaum. On this occasion, Jesus focused on what the disciples—probably especially Peter, James, 
and John, the favored inner circle—had been arguing about as they had walked. 

99. Why did the disciples not want to respond to Jesus’ probing about their arguing? Why didn’t 
Jesus just ignore His disciples’ misunderstanding and arguing? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus began, “If anyone would be first . . . .” The Greek verb is thelei, which implies a conscious, 

purposeful wanting or willing. 
100. What’s wrong with wanting to be first? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus continued, “he must be last of all and servant of all.” The Greek word is diakonos, one who 

“raises dust by hurrying” to do what others have ordered. 
101. How has this Greek word come into the life of the English-speaking Church? How can we 

cultivate the attitude of one who is ready to be the servant of all? (See Matthew 20:28.) 
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Jesus focused on a little child to stress His point. In that society, caring for little ones was “women’s 
work” and not appropriate for men, so Jesus’ talking to His disciples about receiving little children 
strongly underscored their need to become humble servants. A leader of men, which they evidently 
wanted to be, gives orders to others; a caretaker of little children has to devote himself to serving their 
needs. 

102. What does it mean that receiving (and serving) such a child is to be done in Jesus’ name? What 
blessing did Jesus attach for those who are willing to serve others in His name? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 11:18–20 
Jeremiah was God’s spokesman to Judah during the chaotic years before its conquest by Babylon. A 

century earlier, the Assyrians had conquered Israel, the Northern Kingdom, and had threatened Jerusalem, 
but had been repulsed by the Lord’s intervention as they laid siege to the city, when the angel of the Lord 
went out and slew 185,000 Assyrian soldiers. Judah, however, continued to be a pawn caught between 
rival world powers: Assyria and Egypt; then Babylon and Egypt. Judah’s kings frantically sought strength 
in political alliances. The religious establishment promoted false security because of “the temple of the 
LORD,” a phrase that become a byword of false security. But Jeremiah persistently brought his message of 
doom, which was rejected by the leaders and was generally unpopular. 

Today’s pericope is the first of a number of passages in Jeremiah that are called his “confessions,” 
In this section, he reacted to his learning of plots against his life by those who wanted to silence his 
judging call to repentance. Verse 21 indicates that the plot involved even people from Anathoth, his 
hometown. Even those close to him had turned against him. 

103. How did Jeremiah come to know about the plot against his life? 
 
 
 
 
104. How did he show his continued confidence in God’s dealing with the situation? 
 
 
 
 
105. Calls for vengeance in some Old Testament Scriptures, like this one, can be disturbing when 

compared with Jesus’ instruction to love and to pray for enemies and to turn the other cheek. How may 
we understand Jeremiah’s prayer for God’s judgment of his enemies so that it is appropriate to his 
situation as God’s prophet to Judah? 

 
 
 
 
106. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
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The Epistle for the Day: James 3:13–4:10 
In this pericope, James contrasts worldly wisdom with the wisdom that comes down from heaven. 

James said, “Who is ___ and ___ among you? By his ___ let him show his ___ in the meekness of ___.” 
Life’s direction is determined by the heart’s desires. 

107. How is “earthly, unspiritual, demonic” a descending triad of evil? What is at the heart of 
“earthly” wisdom? What result does such earthly wisdom produce in human society? Give examples of 
advertisements and TV commercials that display and encourage envy and selfish ambition.  

 
 
 
 
108. What does it mean to you that the wisdom that comes down from above is “pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere”? What do all these 
qualities of the wisdom from heaven have in common? 

 
 
 
 
109. What is the harvest of righteousness that is sown in peace by those who make peace? 
 
 
 
James asks, “What causes ___ and what causes ___ among you? Is it not this, that your ___ are at 

___ within you?” James says that this inner war even keeps us from asking God for what we want. 
 
 
110. Why are we hesitant and neglectful about talking to God about some of the things our hearts 

desire? Why does God not comply with some of our requests? (See 1 John 5:14–15.) 
 
 
 
 
111. Why do those who fight and quarrel, covet and kill to get what they desire still often find 

themselves unsatisfied even when they get what they wanted? 
 
 
 
In verses 4–6, James says the friendship with the world that grows out of worldly wisdom is spiritual 

adultery; and he reminds us that God “yearns jealously over the spirit that He has made to dwell in us.” 
God is not willing to share the hearts, minds, and lives of His people with that which is “earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic.” 

112. James urges us to submit to God because “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.” How does that submission to God enable us successfully to resist the devil and continually to 
draw near to God? Of what does James want to make us continually aware with his strong words that we 
should “cleanse [our] hands . . . and purify [our] hearts . . . be wretched and mourn and weep . . . let [our] 
laughter be turned to mourning and [our] joy to gloom”? What is the end result of all of that? 
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Lesson 8 

Proper 21 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 9:38–50 

When Jesus sent His apostles out to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom, He gave them power 
to cast out demons. They joyously found that the name of Jesus brought God’s healing power to bear on 
those they helped. But then they saw a man who was not one of their group using Jesus’ name to drive out 
demons. Because he had not been sent out by Jesus, they told him to stop. When they asked Jesus about 
it, He applied the principle “The one who is not against us is for us.” 

113. Since the man had not been sent out by Jesus, how is it that he was able to exorcise demons in 
Jesus’ name? 

 
 
 
 
114. In telling His disciples not to stop the man, did Jesus imply that God is satisfied as long as 

people do not actively reject and oppose Him? In today’s Church, what do we do when unauthorized, 
unsupervised Gospel ministry is being done by individuals in the name of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
115. Why are seemingly insignificant acts of love done in Jesus’ name to bless His workers assured 

of a reward? 
 
 
 
 
The opposite of being kind to a fellow Christian is causing one of Christ’s little ones to sin. The 

reference may be to children or to new, immature believers. Jesus’ words make us responsible for 
everyone with whom we come into contact, everyone we may influence by our example. 

116. How did Jesus show just how serious He considered this responsibility to be? 
 
 
 
 
117. Jesus also warned against our leading ourselves into sin. Will cutting off a hand or a foot or 

plucking out an eye really keep us from sinning? What was Jesus saying through this hyperbole? 
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118. Since we know we live daily under God’s forgiveness and love, why should we be so 
concerned about avoiding sinning? (See Romans 6:1–14.) 

 
 
 
 
The meaning of “everyone will be salted with fire” cannot be stated definitely. The Concordia Self-

Study Bible suggests: 

“It may mean that every Christian can expect to undergo the fire of suffering and 
purification. As every Old Testament sacrifice had to be purified with salt to be 
acceptable to God (Leviticus 2:13), so the followers of Jesus must be purified by the fire 
of self-denial (vv. 43–47) to be acceptable servants” (p. 1521). 

119. Salt was valuable in the ancient world because of its preservative qualities. What is the “salt” 
that Jesus urges us to have in ourselves? How does our being “salted” Christians encourage and enable us 
to be at peace with one another? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29 
The steady diet of manna during the wilderness wanderings led to complaining. It started with “the 

rabble,” the non-Israelite hangers-on who had left Egypt with the Israelites. But soon the Israelites 
themselves took up the complaining. Suddenly, life in Egypt didn’t seem so bad. They forgot their 
suffering in slavery and remembered only how good the food had tasted in Egypt, all seasoned and 
garnished. Soon the complaining was so widespread that Moses “heard the people weeping throughout 
their clans, everyone at the door of his tent.” The grumbling of a few can have that effect and influence 
the many to dissatisfaction. 

Finally Moses himself was complaining—not about manna, but about the burden of leading Israel, 
whose complaints he could not satisfy. He was tired to death and looked to the Lord to solve the problem. 

120. What was the Lord’s response to the people’s complaint? (See Numbers 11:18–20, 31–32.)  
 
 
 
 
 
121. How did the Lord solve the problem of Moses’ discouragement? 
 
 
 
 
The 70 elders “prophesied.” The Concordia Self-Study Bible explains, “The Hebrew verb here is not 

in the form in which it usually found to express the mediation of a prophetic message through the Spirit. 
It probably means that they gave ecstatic expression to an intense religious experience” (p. 206). We are 
not told that Eldad and Medad opposed Moses’ call to meet at the tabernacle, but for some reason, they 
didn’t come to the meeting. But when the Lord gave the Spirit who enabled Moses also to the elders, the 
Spirit came also upon Eldad and Medad, who prophesied among the people in the camp. 
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122. What motivated Joshua’s suggestion that Moses put a stop to their prophesying? What does 
Moses’ response reveal about this great leader of God’s people? 

 
 
 
 
123. What does this incident teach us for life in the Church today? 
 
 
 
 
124. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: James 5:1–20 
The pastors and their house churches in Samaria and Judea to whom James wrote this pastoral letter 

from Jerusalem were being persecuted by the leaders of the synagogues in their local communities. They 
were not formally accused and condemned and executed as their Lord had been, but they were being 
shunned socially and boycotted economically. Though they followed the ceremonial law, allegiance to 
Jesus as the Messiah effectively isolated them and reduced many to poverty. James wanted to close with 
pastoral encouragements to patience and faithfulness. He set the stage by inserting a formal tirade of 
judgment addressed to their oppressors—similar to the Old Testament declarations of judgment against 
pagan nations who troubled Israel that were interspersed in books addressed to God’s people.  

125. When would the misery predicted by James come upon the rich oppressors of God’s people? 
 
 
 
 
126. What is striking about “your gold and silver have corroded”? How is the effect of the corrosion 

on the owners of the gold and silver more striking? Why does the judgment focus on their laying up 
treasure? What should living “in the last days” prompt rich Christians to do? 

 
 
 
 
James specified one sin that probably affected some of the Jewish Christians directly. Withholding 

wages from workers was specifically forbidden in the Scriptures (see Leviticus 19:13; Deuteronomy 
24:14–15). 

127. What did “You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter” say to those who cheated their 
workers? 

 
 
 
 
The word brothers returned the focus of James’s readers to themselves—especially the pastors of 

the house churches. “Be patient . . . until the coming of the Lord” (v. 7). The Greek word makrothumesate 
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means “long-suffering in the face of abusive treatment by others.” All of James’s readers knew about the 
late-autumn rains that germinated the seeds and grew the plants, and about the spring rains that promoted 
the full growth of the heads of grain for the harvest. They understood that James was encouraging them to 
sow the seed of the Word, let the Lord do the watering, and wait for the results He would provide. The 
final harvest awaited the Lord’s return, when their faith would know its full gracious reward, and their 
oppressors would feel the weight of God’s justice. 

128. “Do not grumble against one another.” Why do difficult times in the life of the Church prompt 
its members to complain about and criticize other members? What is such a grumbler setting himself up 
for? What should put a stop to such grumbling? 

 
 
 
 
 
The reference to the prophets as examples of being long-suffering was especially meaningful to the 

pastors of the churches, who “spoke the name of the Lord” in proclaiming His Gospel, just as the prophets 
had. “Be patient . . . until the coming of the Lord” at the beginning of this section is supported at the end 
with “You have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.” In the midst 
of their difficulties, the pastors and their churches were to think about and count on what the purpose of 
the Lord would bring about for them in their witness to Him and His Gospel. 

Many Jews habitually swore by sacred things in their everyday conversation. Jesus addressed the 
issue in the Sermon on the Mount. James did with a sweeping “Do not swear, either by heaven or by earth 
or by any other oath.” We will not be ready to use the Lord’s name appropriately until we eliminate 
careless, casual swearing that reduces the Lord and His name to just a thoughtless expression. James told 
how to use the Lord’s name appropriately in the everyday life of the Church: “Is anyone among you 
suffering? Let him ___. Is anyone cheerful? Let him ___. Is anyone among you sick? Let him ___, and let 
them ___over him, ___ in the name of the Lord. . . . and the Lord will ___.”  

129. Do James’s words suggest that oil is to be used in a sacramental way as part of a pastoral 
ministry to bring the Lord’s healing to the sick? “The prayer of faith will raise him up” includes the 
article in the Greek text, and it could be translated “The prayer of the faith.” How is the faith manifested 
in such incidents of pastoral ministry? Why did James add “If he has committed sins, he will be forgiven” 
to this ministry to the sick? 

 
 
 
 
 
James generalized these blessings for daily life (v. 16). His verbs are in present tense, which stresses 

continuing action. He says, “Keep on ___ to one another, and keep on ___ for one another, that you may 
keep on ___.”  

130. Why is confessing sins to one another prescribed as part of the process of prayer for healing of 
the sick? 

 
 
 
 
131. James adds another of his pithy, pointed conclusions: “The prayer [deesis, literally, “petition”] 

of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” How may we approach God as righteous men and 
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women? The Greek word for “petition” suggests “begging.” What does this say about this kind of 
approach to God? Can our humble begging really move God to act to help us? 

 
 
 
 
James’s closing words are especially relevant to pastors. In James, the Apostle of Faith, David P. 

Scaer says, 

 “Returning the erring teacher [back to the truth] is said to cover a multitude of  
sins . . . The soul of the erring preacher and those who listen to him will hear the message 
of forgiveness preached and will be saved. It is with this evangelistic note that James 
ends what is probably the first New Testament writing” (p. 135). 
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Lesson 9 

Proper 22 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 10:2–16 

The Pharisees saw themselves as defenders of the faith. The movement that produced their sect was 
responsible for preserving Judaism during a period of intense pressure to adopt Greek thought and culture. 
But in time, their approach to the faith had been reduced to a detailed system of rules and traditions. They 
argued fine points of the Law, and they were not always in agreement even among themselves. The 
question with which they approached Jesus is a case in point. Deuteronomy 24:1 speaks of a man 
divorcing his wife because she “finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her.” 
The rabbinical school of Shammai interpreted this strictly, allowing only actual shameful conduct, 
unfaithfulness, as a valid basis for divorce. Hillel’s school was liberal to the point of permitting divorce if 
the wife lost favor with her husband in any way. 

The Pharisees saw Jesus as a threat to their system and their influence with the people. Their 
approach to Him was hostile. They wanted to put Jesus in a position in which no matter how He 
answered, they would be able to argue against Him and show Him up. If He agreed with divorce for any 
cause, they could accuse Him of moral laxity; if He declared Himself against all divorce, they could 
charge Him with contradicting the Law of Moses, which had provisions for divorce. Jesus wisely turned 
the question back to them. Moses’ law had indeed included provisions for divorce, for it provided also 
Israel’s civil laws. In that male-dominated society, the divorce law really was intended to protect the 
female, requiring that she be given a certificate of divorce by the husband who was divorcing her. 

132. Why, according to Jesus, did Moses, as political leader, have to allow divorce?  
 
 
 
 
133. For the ultimate answer to their question, Jesus referred them not to laws, but to God’s 

intentions for marriage “from the beginning of creation.” Instead of asking “Is it lawful?” what should be 
the real concern? 

 
 
 
 
134. According to the Scripture quoted by Jesus, what happens when a man and a woman become 

husband and wife? What is God’s plan and intention in establishing this oneness in marriage? 
 
 
 
 
Matthew’s record included Jesus’ exception: “except for sexual immorality” (19:9). Unfaithfulness 

effectively breaks the marital union. St. Paul later pointed to willful desertion as another exception. 
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Mark’s Gospel records only Jesus’ statement of the principle of marital union and His teaching that 
divorce involves adultery. 

135. What does this word adultery mean? Does every divorce adulterate God’s intentions for 
marriage? 

 
 
 
 
When a marriage ends in divorce, as our society knows well, it is the children who are most 

affected. In his Gospel, Mark followed Jesus’ teaching about marriage with the incident that shows Jesus’ 
love and concern for little children. The two go together to emphasize that a stable family environment is 
God’s will for His people. The Greek word paidia includes babes in arms. It was customary at the time 
for Jewish mothers to ask learned rabbis to bless and touch their children after their first birthday.  

136. Why did the disciples rebuke those who approached Jesus for this blessing? 
 
 
 
137. Why must we become “like a child” to receive the kingdom of God? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 2:18–25 
The creation account of Genesis 2 keys in on the creation of the man and the woman by “the LORD 

God”—Yahweh, Israel’s covenant God—and on His intentions for human life. This pericope points to 
man’s being inherently a social creature, designed by God for relationships. The greatest earthly need is to 
have an “other I” who complements our personality and becomes a “fit helper,” providing companionship 
in its fullest dimension.  

138. As important as they may be as pets, animals do not provide people with the relationship they 
need on the personal level. What does the story of man’s giving the animals and birds appropriate names 
show about God’s creation of human beings? 

 
 
 
 
139. What is the point of God’s fashioning the woman, ishah, from the rib of the man, ish? 
 
 
 
 
 
140. How did the inspired writer interpret and apply this truth of creation in regard to the 

relationship in marriage? What is said about their relationship with “and the man and his wife were both 
naked and were not ashamed”? 
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141. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 2:1–18 
Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians who, because Christians were feeling the press of official 

persecution, were tempted to relapse into the safety of Judaism. Rome had granted Judaism official 
recognition, so Jews were free to practice their faith in every respect. From beginning to end, Hebrews is 
an emphatic exposition of the superiority and all-sufficiency of Jesus Christ as Revealer and Mediator of 
God’s grace, in whom the covenant was fulfilled. It warned against the folly of returning to the 
incomplete and insufficient Covenant of Promise after having been blessed by the complete and fully 
sufficient fulfilled covenant.  

It is uncertain who wrote Hebrews, for the writer did not identify himself. Some suggest it was Paul; 
others say Barnabas or Apollos. Perhaps because of this uncertainty, Hebrews was received as part of the 
New Testament canon by majority vote, not unanimously. It was probably written for the house churches 
of Jewish Christians in Rome, for it was first quoted and alluded to by Rome’s Church leaders. It will 
speak to us for six more Sundays in a semicontinuous reading as the Epistle for the Day. 

In chapter 1, the author documented the Son of God’s superiority over angels with seven quotations 
from Old Testament Scripture. In chapter 2, he pointed to this Son’s taking on true humanity and 
becoming our brother in the flesh. The teaching about the superiority of the Son over the angels is 
followed by exhortation to “pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it” 
(2:1). This pattern of teaching followed by an exhortation continues throughout Hebrews. Some 
interpreters suggest its use as an outline to facilitate the study of the writing.  

142. What was the message declared by angels? How seriously binding was it?  
 
 
 
 
143. Why is response to and faithfulness to “such a great salvation . . . declared at first by the Lord, 

and . . . attested to us by those who heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various 
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to His will” of far greater importance? (See 
John 3:34–36.) 

 
 
 
 
The writer quoted Psalm 8, applying its statements about mankind to Jesus.  
144. For what surprising purpose was the Son made “lower than the angels”? 
 
 
 
 
145. How was “the founder of their salvation [made] perfect through suffering”? 
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To emphasize the Son’s full identification with our humanity as Jesus, the writer said that both Jesus 
and we have one ___, and that Jesus is not ashamed to call us ___. To back this up, he quoted from Psalm 
22: “I will tell of Your name to ___” and “in the midst of ___ I will sing Your praise.”  

146. As the author of Hebrews used these quotes from the Old Testament, who did he say said 
them? 

 
 
 
 
We might expect the text to read, “He shared our flesh and blood humanity to live with us.” Instead, 

it focuses immediately on the supreme evidence of His complete, redemptive identity with us, His death.  
147. What is it about the death of Jesus that destroyed the one who holds the power of death? How 

does the death of Jesus free us from slavery under the fear of death? (See 1 Corinthians 15:50–58; 
2 Timothy 1:8–10.) For what does the death of Jesus free us? (See 2 Corinthians 5:14–15.) 

 
 
 
 
To emphasize that the destruction of the one who holds the power of death and the freedom of those 

who were slaves under the fear of death is not just some spiritual imagery, the writer states that it is not 
___ that the incarnate Son of God helps, but it is ___.  

148. Why did Jesus have to be made like us in every respect to be our merciful and faithful high 
priest and make propitiation for the sins of the people? What comfort is there for us when tempted in the 
fact that Jesus shared the full human experience, including temptation, and overcame? What 
encouragement does it give us? 
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Lesson 10 

Proper 23 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 10:17–22 

A man approached Jesus, asking what he had to do to inherit eternal life. Matthew called him a 
neaniskos, a young man between 24 and 40 (19:20, 22); Luke said he was a ruler, perhaps synagogue 
scribe (18:18). Here was a young man who had everything. Evidently from a wealthy, religious family, he 
had already achieved some prominence and had a bright future. He was committed to an honest, upright 
lifestyle, and he was ready to do even more to assure himself of God’s favor. When Jesus recited the 
Commandments to him, he was sincere in saying he had kept them from his youth. He had been zealous 
in obeying the laws and traditions that had become the expression of Judaism. He felt good about that, but 
he must have felt that something more was needed or he wouldn’t have come to Jesus in the first place. 
Or maybe he had come hoping to be congratulated for his goodness and to be told, “Keep on living the 
good religious life, as you have been doing.” 

Jesus asked “Why do you call me good?” to give the man pause and make him think twice about 
why Jesus was indeed the one to approach with such a question. It gave greater impact to Jesus’ answer 
when it was given. Jesus loved and cared for all who came to Him, but we are specifically told by Mark 
that “Jesus, looking at him, loved him.” This was a desire for this eager, sincere young man to enjoy full 
spiritual health. So Jesus pointed him to his deepest need.  

Jesus did not make this the test for every wealthy person who came to Him. His friends Mary and 
Martha and Lazarus appear to have been people of some means. Discipleship does not require a vow of 
poverty. 

149. Why did Jesus tell this young man to sell everything he had, give to the poor, and come and 
follow Him? What did this young man need to find out about inheriting eternal life? 

 
 
 
 
150. What would Jesus key in on as a rival to God for priority in your life? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 
Amos lived at Tekoa, 12 miles south of Jerusalem, at the edge of the wilderness of Judea. He 

described himself as “no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but . . . a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs” 
(7:14). Amos was not a professional, but he had been suddenly called by the Lord to bring a message of 
judgment to the Northern Kingdom of Israel. His message of doom was not well received, for Israel was 
enjoying an Indian summer of prosperity under Jeroboam II. Assyria, the major threat to the smaller 
nations of the area, had been weakened by their struggle with and conquest of the Arameans, so Jeroboam 
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had been able to expand Israel’s territory. Amos, however, pointed to underlying social, moral, and 
religious decay as presaging the eventual fall of Israel. 

This pericope begins with the Lord’s “Seek the LORD and live,” a call to Israel to renew ties to 
Yahweh and to stop going to Bethel, Gilgal, and Beersheba, to shrines where “worship of Yahweh” had 
been combined with pagan idolatry. Their spiritual misdirection was reflected in the social evils that were 
abounding in their society. 

151. What phrases did Amos use as he brought his list of charges against the rich and powerful of 
Israel? What would be the result of their exploiting the poor for their own gain? 

 
 
 
 
 
152. How does the prophecy of Amos speak to our society? 
 
 
 
 
153. Should his “he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, for it is an evil time” discourage 

us from speaking out against injustices we see in our world? 
 
 
 
 
 
The final verses of this pericope are the only words of hope in Amos. The hope was built on the 

Israelites seeking good and not evil so intently that they would ___ evil and ___ good. The warning was 
to the house of Joseph, and hope was held out to “the remnant of Joseph.” This goes back to father Jacob 
giving Joseph a double inheritance by blessing his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, making their 
descendants tribes in Israel. Ephraim became very prominent in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, so for 
Amos to speak of Joseph was a poetic way of bringing the promise of hope to all of Israel. 

154. What is a remnant? What does Amos’s use of remnant say about his word of hope? 
 
 
 
 
155. Is the concept of a remnant still applicable to the kingdom of our Lord? (See Matthew 7:13–14; 

22:1–14; Luke 13:22–30.) 
 
 
 
 
156. What does the concept of a remnant say to us as the Church proclaiming the Gospel of hope in 

Jesus Christ to our world? 
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157. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 3:12–19 
The author had said, “Christ is faithful over God’s house as a Son. And we are God’s house if 

indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope” (3:6). Then he had expanded on his 
brief exhortation and made it as urgent as he could by quoting from Psalm 95, which pointed also to the 
faithlessness of the generation who left Egypt under Moses’ leadership, and the dire consequences of their 
faithlessness. The psalm from which he quoted cites Meribah and Massah as places in which their 
rebellion against the Lord took place. Read about the incidents that led to Moses’ calling the places of 
rebellion Meribah, “quarreling,” and Massah, “testing” (see Exodus 17:1–7). Read also about the final 
faithlessness that led to the Lord’s swearing that this rebellious generation would never enter His “rest” in 
the promised land (see Numbers 13:1, 26–14:4; 14:17–23, 29–45). 

158. What word was repeated by the author of Hebrews to stress the urgency of the Jewish 
Christians’ being decisive about their faith in Jesus? What would be required of the Jewish Christians to 
whom this was written for them to “share in Christ”? 

 
 
 
 
159. Which two words did the writer use to pinpoint the reason why the Israelites who rebelled were 

not allowed to enter God’s “rest,” the Promised Land? How are these words related? How did these words 
underscore the warnings and the encouragements the writer wanted his readers to consider carefully? 

 
 
 
 
160. In regard to the urgency of God’s call to faith and obedience, in what sense is it always “today” 

also for us? 
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Lesson 11 

Proper 24 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 10:23–31 

Jesus had just interacted with a rich, religious young man who wanted to know what he had to do to 
inherit eternal life. Jesus had searched his heart and tested him with “Go, sell all you have and give to the 
poor . . . and come, follow Me” (v. 21). The young man had gone away disheartened, for he had great 
possessions. Now Jesus looked at His disciples to make the general statement: “How difficult it will be 
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God.” The disciples were amazed at Jesus’ words, for 
at other times, it seemed Jesus delighted to “give away” assurances of eternal life. Jesus used the occasion 
to teach about life’s values and priorities. It’s a lesson that we American Christians need to learn. 

161. Why is it difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom of God? 
 
 
 
 
Some have softened Jesus’ words by saying the “needle’s eye” referred to the small pedestrian gates 

alongside some main gates to cities. With difficulty, a loaded camel just might squeeze through. 
Obviously, however, the disciples took Jesus literally, and Jesus summed it all up by saying that God can 
do what is impossible for men. 

162. What is the miracle that God can perform even in rich people? Does this miracle require that 
rich people give up their wealth?  

 
 
 
 
Peter pointed to the fact that the disciples had left everything to follow Jesus—and they had. Peter 

and Andrew, James and John had left their fishing businesses. Matthew had left a lucrative position as a 
tax collector. They all had left homes and families and positions to follow Jesus, hearing in Him God’s 
call to higher values and priorities. Jesus’ response to Peter promised great blessings, not just in heaven 
but also in this present age—and in terms of material things, not just in terms of relationships. 

163. What enables Jesus’ disciples to receive and be blessed by such things when they are a 
hindrance to spirituality in others? 

 
 
 
 
164. In the light of all of this, interpret Jesus’ “Many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 
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165. How has Jesus spoken to you in this very pointed Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 
In The Word Becoming Flesh, Horace Hummel writes, 

“Who was the author of [Ecclesiastes]? Was ‘Solomon,’ in effect, as much a nom de 
plume as ‘Qoheleth’? The name, ‘Solomon,’ is never explicitly used, but it is clearly 
implied in the ‘son of David, king in Jerusalem’ in the superscription (1:1) and similarly 
in 1:12 and 2:9. Various other allusions in the book plainly point in the same direction: 
the author’s ‘great wisdom’ (1:16), massive wealth and many servants (2:4–8), etc.” (p. 
526).  

Linguistic studies of the Hebrew of Ecclesiastes lead many scholars to conclude that it was written 
after the exile, during the period when wisdom literature was prominent. But Hummel comments, “If one 
is ready to concede the possibility of later linguistic recension [updating of the Hebrew text], little 
remains which hinders the assumption of literal Solomonic production” (p. 529). 

166. What is the basic evil that results from love of money and wealth and makes it a vanity? Who 
are the ones who increase so that they eat up the increase of goods a man may gain? Why is it that a 
laborer sleeps well whether he eats little or much, while the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep? 

 
 
 
 
167. What is the grievous evil experienced when riches are kept by their owner to his hurt? Why 

does such a person eat in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger?  
 
 
 
 
168. What is it that will allow a man to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all his toil in the few 

days God gives him? What is meant by “he will not much remember the days of his life”? 
 
 
 
 
169. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 4:1–16 
The writer of Hebrews continued to contrast those who heard good news but did not believe and 

obey, and as a result did not enter the “rest” of the Promised Land, with those who hear and gladly listen 
and believe and “enter that rest.” He emphasized the urgency of this by saying, “Let us ___ lest any of 
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you should seem to have ___” (v. 1). Then he underscored this by resuming his emphasis of the 
opportune ___ (v. 7), in which God reaches out to us with the Gospel.  

170. What constitutes the “Sabbath rest” that God has supplied for those who believe the Gospel of 
Jesus? What kind of striving is involved in order to enter that rest? What would cause us to miss out on it? 

 
 
 
 
God’s Word is not just words that we can take or leave as we may choose; it is ___ and ___. It is 

penetrating to the point that it judges the ___ and ___ of the ___ as well as outward actions, as it exposes 
sin and extends the invitation of the Gospel. But God’s Word is also power to make things happen. The 
Holy Spirit works with the Word to lead to the response that God desires. 

171. How can we live with the fact that this living Word judges our frequently being indecisive and 
sometimes being noncommittal when we are confronted with the Gospel’s call to faith and obedience in 
our “today”? 

 
 
 
 
The writer pointed to the One who, as God’s own High Priest, in reverent submission to His Father’s 

gracious will, suffered on our behalf and became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him. 
Consistent with the pattern of his letter, he compared this High Priest with the high priests of Judaism. He 
wanted the Jewish Christians to whom he was writing, who were tempted to revert to Judaism to avoid 
the growing persecution of Christians, to understand that they were thinking of leaving the One who is 
superior in every way for a system that involved high priests who are significantly inferior to Him. 

172. What is the significance of the author’s calling Jesus the “high priest who has passed through 
the heavens”? How does knowing that God’s own High Priest was tempted in every way, just as we are, 
enable us to approach the throne of grace with confidence? 

 
 
 
 
173. How does knowing that Jesus, though tempted, was without sin encourage us to approach the 

throne of grace with confidence? 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel assurance given here is that when we approach the throne of grace with ___ , we will 

receive ___ and find ___ to help us in our time of need. That enables us to begin enjoying our Sabbath 
rest as Christians already in the here and now (see Matthew 11:28–30; Philippians 4:4–7). 
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Lesson 12 

Proper 25 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 10:46–52 

This has to be one of the most cheering and encouraging incidents in the Gospels. A man cried out 
to Jesus in his need, persisting even though those around him were discouraging him, and finally received 
the blessing he was looking for—and his whole life was dramatically changed. Though blind, Bartimaeus 
saw his God-given opportunity more clearly than we often do. He teaches us to be aware of the 
connection in our lives between needs and opportunities and to pursue our prayers in faith and hope. 

Jericho was 5 miles west of the Jordan River and 17 miles east and north of Jerusalem. Its location 
was commercially advantageous because it was a trade center for the salts and minerals mined from the 
Dead Sea—and because each year, thousands of Jewish pilgrims passed through Jericho on their way to 
Jerusalem. To avoid traveling through Samaria, pilgrims from Galilee usually crossed the Jordan and 
traveled south along its east bank, then crossed back near Jericho. Jericho, in the Jordan Depression, was 
820 feet below sea level. It marked the beginning of the ascent to Jerusalem, at 2,550 feet altitude. Jesus 
was journeying to Jerusalem to bring His ministry to its climax. A large crowd was with Him, many of 
them fellow pilgrims going to Jerusalem for the Passover. When blind Bartimaeus learned who was 
passing by, he called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

174. Why did many of those around the blind man rebuke him and tell him to be quiet? What is 
indicated about Bartimaeus by his calling Jesus “Son of David”? 

 
 
 
 
 
175. Jesus had always avoided public identification as the promised Messiah because of the 

politicized view of the Messiah currently held among the Jews. Why did Jesus approve Bartimaeus’s use 
of the title by responding to him? 

 
 
 
 
 
176. Though sight was obvious what the blind man wanted, why did Jesus have Bartimaeus state his 

request? 
 
 
 
 
Again Bartimaeus’s faith is evidenced. Mark’s Greek text has not just “Rabbi,” but the Aramaic 

Rabbouni, meaning “my teacher,” which was used in Jewish literature of that day in reference to God 
Himself. Jesus told Bartimaeus, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” 
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177. What is the role of faith in our receiving blessings from the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
178. What does it say to us that Jesus, on His way to His appointment with His destiny, took the 

time to stop to help a blind beggar? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7–9 
Jeremiah was God’s spokesman to Judah during its last years. His unpopular message, rejected by 

the nation’s leaders and most of the people, proclaimed that God’s judgment of their faithlessness would 
mean their subjugation by Babylon. But Jeremiah’s prophecy included a message of hope: a remnant 
would return. These verses are in a section of oracles about the restoration of Israel, beginning with 
chapter 30. Verse 3 says, “‘Days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will restore the fortunes of My 
people, Israel and Judah,’ says the LORD, ‘and I will bring them back to the land I gave to their fathers, 
and they shall take possession of it.’” Jeremiah 31:1 says, “‘At that time,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will be 
the God of all the clans of Israel; and they will be My people.’” 

179. What is the significance of “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob”?  
 
 
 
 
 
180. Since Israel was conquered and carried off into exile, how could Jeremiah call them “the chief 

of the nations”? (See Deuteronomy 7:6–9.) 
 
 
 
 
 
181. What is meant by “the remnant of Israel”? 
 
 
 
 
Both Assyrians and Babylonians threatened from the north, their armies approaching via the Fertile 

Crescent instead of across desert terrain. To the promise of rescue of His people “from the north country,” 
the Lord added “from the farthest parts of the earth.” 

182. Why is this extension of the promise significant to us today? 
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183. Why are the blind, the lame, the pregnant woman, and she who is in labor specifically 
mentioned as being among those returning? Why are they described as returning with weeping and 
praying? (See Psalm 126; Isaiah 35:10.) 

 
 
 
 
184. Who is Ephraim? What is significant about the Lord calling Ephraim His firstborn son? 
 
 
 
 
185. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 7:23–28 
This pericope continues the emphasis in Hebrews of the great superiority of the New Testament’s 

Covenant of Fulfillment in Christ over the old Covenant of Promise. It concludes the chapter in which the 
writer has explained that Jesus is “a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek,” as prophesied in 
Psalm 110.  

186. What is it about Jesus as God’s High Priest that makes Him permanently greater than those of 
the Levitical priesthood? In what sense is He who lives forever “able to save to the uttermost those who 
draw near to God through Him”? 

 
 
 
 
The true High Priest is ___, ___, ___, ___, and ___.  
187. How do these qualities assure us that He is fully able to meet our needs? How do these qualities 

distinguish Him from the Levitical priests and emphasize His superiority over them? 
 
 
 
 
188. Why is it vital to our faith that Jesus offered a once-for-all sacrifice for our sins? (See 1 Peter 

1:18–21.) 
 
 
 
 
The writer contrasted “the law” with “the word of the oath.” This relates to what he had written in 

the preceding section (see Hebrews 7:18–22). In the Semitic culture, oaths were unchangeable and could 
not be broken.   
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189. How is it significant that “the word of the oath” that established the priesthood of David’s Son 
and Lord came after the law that established the Levitical priesthood? 

 
 
 
 
Unlike the mere human, Levitical high priests, the divine-human Son, appointed by oath, is ___, 

___, and offered ___.  
190. In what sense was Jesus, the great High Priest, made perfect forever? 
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Lesson 13 

Reformation Day 
The Holy Gospel: John 8:31–36 

This familiar pericope is part of a section in which Jesus was interacting with Pharisees, who were 
questioning the validity of His teaching. Many, however, believed Jesus as He said, “I do nothing on My 
own authority, but speak just as the Father has taught Me. And He who sent Me is with Me. He has not 
left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him” (8:28–29).  

It was for these neophyte believers that Jesus had instruction and encouragement. To truly be His 
disciples, they were to ___. Then they would know the ___, and it would set them ___. First steps need to 
be followed by additional steps. Hearing the Word of Jesus must be followed by abiding in His Word. 

191. In what does abiding in the Word of Jesus involve us as His disciples? 
 
 
 
 
192. What will a growing realization of the truth bring to effect in us? What kind of freedom was 

Jesus promising here? How is that freedom to be expressed in the lives of Jesus’ disciples? (See Galatians 
5:13, Romans 6:15–18.) 

 
 
 
 
Jesus’ antagonists interrupted with “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to 

anyone.” They were not talking about political freedom; the Jews had long suffered subjugation under 
powerful conquerors. Jesus responded with one of His “Truly, truly, I say to you” statements. 

193. How did Jesus’ “Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin” expose the falseness of their 
taking security in “We are offspring of Abraham”? 

 
 
 
 
194. What is the point of Jesus’ comparison of a slave and a son? 
 
 
 
 
It is the Son, whose Word is truth, who is able to set us free indeed. And Jesus’ words make it clear 

that He is that Son, and that in Him, we are truly free! The Greek is eleutheroi, “free persons”—far more 
than liberated slaves who have become “freedmen.” By grace, through faith, we become sons and 
daughters in the family of God, brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, and will belong to the family 
of God forever. 
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The First Lesson: Revelation 14:6–7 
195. What is the significance of the messenger’s flying “in midheaven,” mesouranemati, as the 

Greek puts it? Why is his message called “an eternal Gospel”? To whom does the messenger proclaim 
this eternal Gospel?  

 
 
 
 
This lesson is appropriate for Reformation Day. Since the time of the Reformation, Luther and other 

reformers have been seen in these angel messengers in Revelation. They returned the Church to a focus 
on the Gospel truth—the Good News that assures God’s children of salvation by grace through faith in 
Jesus’ completed work of redemption, and not by religiosity and its works (see Romans 3:28; Galatians 
2:15–16, 21). 

196. Are the pastors and teachers of the Church of today represented by this angel messenger in 
Revelation? 

 
 
 
 
197. How may we all see ourselves as this angel with the Gospel to be Good News to all? 
 
 
 
 
198. How does the angel messenger’s announcing that “the hour of [God’s] judgment has come” 

relate to the eternal Gospel he proclaims?  
 
 
 
 
199. How does this First Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Romans 3:19–28 
Paul had quoted from Old Testament Scriptures at some length (3:10–18). With phrases like “None 

is righteous, no, not one,” “All have turned aside,” “The way of peace they have not known,” and “There 
is no fear of God before their eyes,” he pointed to the universality of human sinfulness and its depravity. 
Now he turned to God’s solution. 

It begins with our seeing that the human predicament is beyond our ability to rectify. Paul asserted 
that the demands of the Law are placed on all, Jew and Gentile alike. No one is exempt; arguing is futile; 
all are accountable to God. Instead of the Law being a way to life for those who try hard to be obedient, it 
only makes them conscious of their sin. And that is especially true for those who take the Law very 
seriously. As a result, by ___, no human being will be ___ in God’s sight. 
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“But now,” said Paul. God has another answer to this dreadful human condition! His answer is “the 
righteousness of God . . . apart from the law.” This, too, Paul said, was attested to by the Old Testament 
Scriptures, “the Law and the Prophets,” in their emphasis on faith. It is a righteousness of God that comes 
through ___ for all who ___.  

200. How did Paul point out that this new answer from God is universally needed and applicable? 
What motivated God to provide this righteousness apart from the Law? How was this righteousness of 
God apart from the Law brought into effect? 

 
 
 
 
“Justified by His grace as a gift” is a key phrase. The Concordia Self-Study Bible says,  

Paul uses [justify] 22 times . . . The term describes what happens when someone 
believes in Christ as his Savior: From the negative viewpoint, God declares the person to 
be not guilty; from the positive viewpoint, He declares him to be righteous. He cancels 
the guilt of the person’s sin and credits righteousness to him . . . This legal declaration is 
valid because Christ died to pay the penalty for our sin and lived a life of perfect 
righteousness that can in turn be imputed to us (p. 1721; see also 2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Redemption is a related key word, a word taken from the slave market. It was the ransom paid to 
free a slave. Paul referred to our release from guilt and the sentence of death because Christ, in His death, 
became the ransom for us. 

“A propitiation by His blood” referred to the Old Testament’s Day of Atonement. Having offered 
sacrifice for his own sins, the high priest entered the Most Holy Place with blood of the animal sacrificed 
for the sins of the people and sprinkled it on the mercy seat, the cover of the ark of the covenant. The 
Septuagint called the mercy seat the hilasterion. In this text, “propitiation” is hilasterion. In effect, Paul 
was saying that Jesus is our mercy seat, the “place” where we receive atonement. 

201. The result of redemption through Christ’s blood is that all human ___ is excluded. How would 
the law (principle) of works itself exclude boasting? How is boasting excluded even more by the law 
(principle) of faith?  

 
 
 
 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans formulates the Christian doctrine of salvation by grace through faith in 

Christ more fully than any other New Testament book. Paul proclaimed “justification by faith” against all 
legalistic works-righteousness. Luther interpreted the sense of Paul’s words and added alone in his 
translation—and sola fide, “by faith alone,” became a cardinal principle of the Reformation.  
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Lesson 14 

All Saints’ Day 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1–12 

Matthew organized his Gospel in ways that would help him teach the Christian faith and life. At the 
outset, as he got into Jesus’ ministry, he provided the Sermon on the Mount, a summary of Jesus’ 
teaching about the righteousness of the disciple. Jesus insisted that faith is more than sentimental 
“believing” or merely intellectual agreement with theological propositions. It involves a relationship with 
Him that is expressed in a godly lifestyle that honors Him. The classic analysis of faith listed three 
ingredients: knowledge, assent, and trust. One Christian teacher has quite properly added action. In 
Christian discipleship, faith always acts on the basis of its trust in God’s good will.  

Scholars identify five “books” in Matthew, delineated by the phrase “when Jesus finished these 
sayings.” In this first book, “The Sermon on the Mount,” the ending emphasizes Jesus’ unique qualities as 
the teacher sent from God: “When Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at His 
teaching, for He was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes” (7:28–29). 

The Greek says, “He sat down . . . and He opened His mouth and taught them, saying . . . .” This was 
the classic way of introducing a teacher’s setting forth something of vital importance. It says, “Sit up and 
take notice! This is Jesus’ official teaching!” The nature of Jesus’ kingdom is immediately evident. 
Things are turned around, the opposite of what we expect—but consistent with the surprising Good News 
that God loves sinners and wants us to find new life in Him. The eight statements are called “beatitudes” 
because each begins with “Blessed.” Both John the Baptist and Jesus called out: “Repent!” The first 
“Blessed” echoes that call and pertains to those whose poverty of spirit has produced true repentance. The 
plural ptōchoi, “poor,” is from a Greek verb that describes cringing or crouching like a beggar. Pride is 
the antithesis of this poverty of spirit and prevents the proud from being blessed. 

202. What blessing do the poor in spirit receive? 
 
 
 
 
“Those who mourn” care deeply about the seriousness of their own sins, about sin, injustice, and 

perversion in the world, and about the suffering they and others experience because the world is “out of 
sync” with its Creator.  

203. Just how are such mourners comforted? (See John 14:18–19.) 
 
 
 
 
“The meek” are the gentle, the patient, the humble, those who are strong enough to not assert 

themselves selfishly at the expense of others. They are the opposite of the “go-getters” who move up even 
if they have to step on a few others. Note that the promised blessing the meek are to receive is “the 
earth”—a blessing for this life, not just for eternal life. But it is generally our human experience that it is 
the aggressive who grab the earth for themselves.  



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
57 

204. In what sense do God’s meek ones “inherit the earth”? (See Matthew 6:25–34.) 
 
 
 
 
God’s basic, most valuable gift is “righteousness”—being right with Him through Christ and right 

with others in Christ. “Hunger” and “thirst” are present tense in the Greek, suggesting “keep on hungering 
and thirsting.” 

205. Why must this hungering and thirsting for righteousness be continuous? 
 
 
 
 
The Greek word for “satisfied,” chortasthesontai, is very emphatic. It was used for feeding and 

fattening cattle by giving them all they will eat and more! 
206. What is the Lord’s “filling station” for this blessing? 
 
 
 
 
The first four beatitudes look toward God. The next three look toward other people, citing virtues 

that disciples of Jesus display in their interaction with others.  
207. Of what does “blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” remind you? Consider the 

opposite. What does one who is unmerciful and unforgiving reveal about how he feels about himself? 
 
 
 
 
208. What is the source and basis of a Christian’s purity of heart? Paul said we will see God “face-

to-face” in heaven. How do the pure in heart see God now as part of their daily life experience? 
 
 
 
 
209. Why is it the peacemakers who are called “sons [and daughters] of God”? What limits are there 

in this matter of peacemaking? (See Romans 12:18; Luke 12:51–53.)  
 
 
 
 
The final blessing involves being persecuted because of righteousness, suffering because of Jesus. 

Suffering for Christ leads Christians to ___ because it is evidence of a sincere identification with Christ 
(see John 15:18–21). State how God’s kingdom is antithetical to our culture by working through the 
Beatitudes in this way: Jesus said, “Blessed are ___,” but our world says, “Blessed are ___.” 
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The First Lesson: Revelation 7:2–17 
Four angels stand at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds. Then appears an 

angel with the seal of the living God to be placed on the foreheads of the slaves of our God, in contrast 
with the mark of the beast on the worldly. The Concordia Self-Study Bible explains the total of 144,000: 
“[This is] not a reference to members of actual Jewish tribes, but [is] symbolic of all the faithful believers 
on earth . . . Everywhere in Revelation, 12 is the number associated with the Church. Twelve squared is 
144. One thousand is 10 cubed, a number for completeness” (p. 1955; see also Galatians 3:26–29). 

This is followed by John’s vision of the great multitude in white robes standing before the throne 
and in front of the Lamb, holding palm branches and expressing their praise. 

210. Who are in this multitude? How is it that they wear white robes and carry palm branches and 
are privileged to stand before the throne and in front of the Lamb? Why are they called “a great multitude 
that no one could number”? 

 
 
 
 
211. To whom do they offer their praise? On what do they focus in their praise? Who then affirms 

their praise and joins them in praising God? 
 
 
 
 
Those who interpret symbolic visions of this kind literally see “the great tribulation” as a specific 

time of distress preceding a millennial rule of Jesus on earth. Narrative sections of Scripture, however, 
never speak of a preliminary, earthly rule, but warn that the end will “come like a thief in the night”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:2). They do, however, predict a time of great stress for followers of Jesus as the end 
approaches. The “multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages” includes all who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb—
Christians of every era who have “through many tribulations [have entered] the kingdom of God” (see 
Acts 14:22). 

212. What is it that occupies this multitude from every part of human society? 
 
 
 
 
The words “He who sits on the throne will shelter [literally, “spread His tent over”] them with His 

presence” is a reference to the tabernacle with its Shekinah, its cloud of glory that assured the Old 
Testament people of God’s presence among them. The vision of John makes it clear that full awareness of 
God’s presence with us will be a hallmark of life in the eternal kingdom (see Revelation 21:1–3). 

213. How are the blessings of heaven described here in negative terms? 
 
 
 
214. What will be the great positive of the heavenly experience? 
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The Epistle for the Day: 1 John 3:1–3 
The opening words of this pericope are an exclamation about the kind of love the Father has given 

us in Christ, which may be seen in the fact that we are called children of God. John was writing to 
Christians, most of whom had no status in the eyes of the world. Many of those who became Christians in 
the first-century Greek world were slaves. They could be treated badly or disposed of at the will or whim 
of their masters. The Gospel of God’s love in Christ had brought them a wonderful sense of personal 
worth. God’s Son had been made sin for them so they could be made the righteousness of God in Him! 
But they were feeling pressure. Even in the Church, they were being put down by the “super-spiritual.” In 
the world, they were beginning to feel official persecution for confessing “Jesus is Lord!” and for refusing 
to worship the emperor as a personification of the divine spirit of Rome.  

215. In what ways is it still true today that the world that does not know God does not know the 
disciples of Jesus as children of God? 

 
 
 
 
216. In what ways may the feeling of being put down or one-upped, even by other Christians, still be 

a problem in the life of the Church? 
 
 
 
 
The Bible doesn’t give us a lot of details about the eternal life that God promises. Here John wrote, 

“What we will be ___.” His words encourage us to recognize that for now, it is sufficient to know that 
“we are___ now.”  

217. What assurance is added by John’s “when He appears we will be like Him”? 
 
 
 
 
John then returned to an emphasis of the importance of living out who we are in Christ. We are to 

purify ourselves just as He is pure.  
218. To what does John point as motivating factors in our purifying ourselves to become more like 

Jesus in our daily living? 
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Lesson 15 

Proper 26 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 12:28–37 

The teacher of the law who had listened to Jesus’ interaction with the Sadducees is identified by 
Matthew as a Pharisee. The Pharisees were religious conservatives, the defenders of Judaism’s laws and 
traditions. They were often at odds with the Sadducees, who were liberal modernists and had adapted 
considerably to Greek thought and culture. The Sadducees had gained political influence with Rome, 
while the Pharisees maintained religious influence with the Jewish people. The two sects shared an 
uneasy working relationship in the Sanhedrin, the high Jewish court. On this occasion, the Pharisees had 
enjoyed hearing Jesus tell the Sadducees that they were badly mistaken in denying the resurrection of the 
dead (vv. 24–27). The Pharisees were proponents of this article of their faith. The subject had been argued 
frequently by the two sects. 

The man’s approaching Jesus with his “Which commandment is the most important of all?” was not 
without guile. Matthew tells us he posed the question as a test. The Pharisees had argued this among 
themselves and had keyed in on the same great principles to which Jesus pointed (see Luke 10:25–28). In 
answering the man, Jesus quoted the Shema, the Jews’ confession of faith, which was recited by pious 
Jews morning and evening, and was spoken to open every synagogue service. To these words from 
Deuteronomy, Jesus added the related horizontal thrust from Leviticus.  

219. Why must the second great commandment always be considered immediately along with the 
first? 

 
 
 
 
220. Why is there no commandment greater than these? 
 
 
 
 
 
221. What was it about the scribe’s response that led Jesus to tell him, “You are not far from the 

kingdom of God”? What important step remained for the scribe to take to enter the Kingdom? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus, having answered the Pharisee’s question and having implicitly invited him to take the next 

important step, focused attention on the major elements of that step. Jewish theologians had correctly 
concluded from Scripture that the Promised Christ was to be the Son of David (see 2 Samuel 7:11–17, 
25–29).  
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222. How do Jesus’ words about the Christ being David’s Lord combine with the greatest 
commandment to give meaning and direction to our faith and life? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:1–9 
These words follow Moses’ repetition of the Ten Commandments. His concern for the continued 

faithfulness of his people is evident. He had seen the faithlessness of those who had left Egypt, and he had 
led them in the desert wanderings imposed by Yahweh, until a new generation would arise to enter the 
Promised Land. His encouragement to “fear the LORD” may best be understood as “hold Him in awe and 
reverence.”  

223. What did Moses assure them would be the result of their revering and obeying the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
224. What summary commandment did Moses state here as the basis for all the others? What would 

enable the Israelites to love the Lord and thus want to obey Him? 
 
 
 
 
225. What did Moses stress with “on your hearts,” “teach them diligently,” “talk of them,” “bind 

them,” and “write them”? 
 
 
 
 
The use of phylacteries and mezuzahs grew out of a literal application of these words. Phylacteries 

were leather prayer bands that held small boxes in place on the forehead and the arm during morning 
prayer. The box for the forehead had four compartments for parchments on which Exodus 13:1–10; 
13:11–16; Deuteronomy 6:5–9; and 11:13–21 were written. The box for the arm had one compartment for 
a single parchment on which all of these were written. These were aids for Jewish men in their prayers. 
Their use meant daily recommitment to love Yahweh with all their mind and all their strength. Mezuzahs 
were small wooden boxes containing a parchment on which Deuteronomy 6:4–9 and 11:13–21 were 
formally written in 22 lines. Mezuzahs were attached to door frames of the main entrances to houses and 
were touched by family members as they left the house and as they returned as a reminder of the 
Covenant.  

226. What religious artifacts serve a similar purpose in our homes and in our devotions? 
 
 
 
 
227. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
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The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 9:11–22 
The writer of Hebrews has been contrasting Jesus, the High Priest of a new covenant, with the 

Levitical priesthood of the old covenant. He has pointed to Psalm 110 to show that the Messiah was to be 
a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek, ordained directly by God and not a part of any cultic 
tradition. The psalm includes the assurance “The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind” (v. 4; 
see Hebrews 7:18–22). Oaths were binding and unchangeable in Semitic society. An oath sworn in God’s 
name could never be revoked. If God swore by Himself, His oath would never, ever change. The unique 
priesthood established by oath in Psalm 110 came after the law that established the Levitical priesthood, 
and by that fact, supersedes it, just as a codicil attached to a will can be used to change what the will 
originally stated. In superseding the Levitical priesthood with that of Christ, God was really returning to 
the original covenant of grace established with Abraham. In support of this, the writer quoted at length the 
great prophecy of Jeremiah regarding the new covenant, written on their hearts, so that they will know the 
Lord (31:33–34; see Hebrews 8:8–12). 

228. In today’s Epistle, the writer continued the contrast. Note the contrast enunciated by verse 11 as 
it plays on verses 9–10. In what way is Christ “the high priest of the good things that have come”? 

 
 
 
 
229. What is the “greater and more perfect tent” that Christ went through in carrying out His 

service? How is this superior to coming into the Lord’s presence in an earthly tent? In what ways is the 
offering brought by Christ superior to those brought by the Levitical priests? 

 
 
 
 
230. What is the continuing effect in us of our having cleansed consciences because Christ offered 

Himself unblemished to God? 
 
 
 
 
231. What is the purpose for which Jesus became the “mediator of a new covenant”? How is the 

realization of that purpose guaranteed? What are “the transgressions committed under the first covenant”?  
 
 
 
 
The writer of Hebrews treated the covenant as a last will and testament. He emphasized that such a 

covenant “not in force as long as the one who made it is alive.” It is applied only after death. He pointed 
to the blood sacrifices of animals as validating the old covenant. But he pointed out that the new 
covenant, which through Christ takes us into God’s very presence in heaven, requires “better sacrifices 
than these.” 

232. Why was the shedding of the blood of animals needed to make the old Covenant of Promise 
effective? Why is the blood of Christ effective once for all, whereas the sacrifice of animals had to be 
repeated? What better sacrifices does the blood of Christ provide and prompt? (See Romans 12:1–2.) 
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Lesson 16 

Proper 27 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 12:38–44 

Jesus had ended His interaction with the Sadducees and the Pharisees. He had dealt so successfully 
with their test questions that “no one dared to ask Him any more questions” (v. 34). Still teaching in the 
temple, Jesus warned the crowd about the hypocrisy of the scribes, the teachers of the Law—their 
parading in formal, flowing garments so as to be recognized and greeted respectfully by the people, their 
expecting prominent seating in the synagogues and at feasts, their arranging to be caught at prayer time 
out in the streets so they had to offer their lengthy prayers in public.  

233. See how Jesus dealt with such hypocritical pride in His Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 6:1–
18. 

 
 
 
Jesus ended with the stinging indictment: “[They] devour widows’ houses and for a pretense make 

long prayers.” Sadly, this continues even today as some religious preachers and teachers seek financial 
gain through the “sale” of religious goods and services. Contrasting this brand of spiritual economics—
the economics of gain—is that which we see in the attitude of the poor widow, who didn’t take, but gave 
her all. Jesus probably was sitting on the steps that led from the Court of the Women to the Court of the 
Men. He could look down to watch people throwing their coins into the trumpet-shaped receptacles 
placed there to receive voluntary contributions to support the temple worship. Many of the rich were 
throwing in much—the clanks of their heavier coins eliciting murmurs of praise from bystanders. None 
but Jesus noted the pings that sounded when the widow threw in her two lepta, the smallest of the Jewish 
coins.  

234. On what basis did Jesus compare the widow’s contribution to those of the wealthy? How did 
Jesus know that the widow had given all she had? 

 
 
 
 
235. Why is it that the poor are often more generous in giving and in sharing with one another than 

the rich? (See Matthew 19:16–26.) 
 
 
 
 
236. Does Jesus’ praising the widow’s gift indicate that He also expects us to give our all to Him? 
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237. What principle of Christian stewardship is unmistakable in Jesus’ analysis of the giving He had 
observed? 

 
 
 
 
238. What is your approach to your Christian giving to your Church and to Christian charities? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 17:8–16 
King Ahab is described as a king who “did more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those 

before him” (16:30). Not only did he perpetuate the practice of mixing idolatry with the worship of the 
Lord at the shrines at Bethel and Gilgal, but he also married Jezebel, a princess of the Sidonians. Under 
Jezebel’s influence, Ahab had a temple to Baal built in Samaria, his capital city, and he began to worship 
and serve Baal. Elijah, the prophet of the Lord, was sent to Ahab to announce the Lord’s judgment: a 
severe drought was to come upon the land. For a time, the Lord Himself provided for Elijah’s needs as he 
hid, as the Lord had commanded, in the Kerith Ravine east of the Jordan. Ravens brought him bread and 
meat morning and evening, and he drank from the brook. When the brook dried up, the Lord ordered 
Elijah to go to Sidon, to a widow at Zarephath, who would provide for him. 

239. What significance is there in Elijah’s being sent for sustenance to one who lived in the very 
region that was the source, through Queen Jezebel, of the idolatry that was misleading Israel and 
dishonoring the Lord? What does Elijah’s immediate, unquestioning obedience to this strange order 
reveal about this man of God? 

 
 
 
 
240. What was the situation that greeted Elijah when he arrived at Zarephath? What does the 

widow’s oath, “as the LORD your God lives,” suggest about her? What was behind Elijah’s “first make 
me a little cake of [bread]”? 

 
 
 
 
241. How did the prophet encourage this poor widow to have obedient faith? What was the result of 

her trusting the Lord’s promise? 
 
 
 
 
242. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
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The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 9:24–28 
The contrast between the Old Testament ceremonial system and the New Testament revelation of 

God’s grace in Christ, so carefully developed by the writer of Hebrews, aimed at encouraging Jewish 
Christians to remain faithful at a time when they were being tempted to revert to a comfortable and safe 
Judaism. Jews had been granted religious privilege by the Romans, but Christians were beginning to 
come under the threat of official persecution. In this pericope, the writer took his readers directly into the 
Most Holy Place to show the superiority of the saving work of Christ over the service of Jewish high 
priests on the great Day of Atonement. 

At the center of the tabernacle (and, later, of the temple) was the building that housed the Holy Place 
and the Most Holy Place. In the Holy Place, the priests on duty carried out their daily ministrations. In the 
Most Holy Place, until the Babylonians destroyed the temple and carried off its appointments, stood the 
ark of the covenant. The Most Holy Place was the Lord’s dwelling place among His people. It was 
separated from the Holy Place by a heavy curtain. Entry was forbidden under penalty of death. Only the 
high priest entered the Most Holy Place, and that only once a year, on the Day of Atonement. After 
elaborate personal preparation, including sacrifice for his own and his family’s sins, the high priest 
entered, carrying blood from the sacrificed animal. He sprinkled the blood on the mercy seat, the 
atonement cover of the ark. It is that momentous act of going into God’s presence to obtain atonement for 
sin that is the focus of comparison between the Old Testament and the New Testament in this pericope. 

Contrasting Christ and the high priests, the writer pointed out that Judaism’s high priests entered 
into holy places ___, which are ___ (the Greek calls it an “antitype”) of the true things, but Christ entered 
___ itself. The high priest had to carry out this solemn rite ___, with ___ not ___, but Christ appeared ___ 
to put away ___ by the ___.  

243. What is the significance of the writer’s calling the time of Christ’s atoning sacrifice “the end of 
the ages”? 

 
 
 
 
244. Every religion, save genuine Christianity, seeks to reconcile God though mere human action. 

How is this often replicated in the experience of individuals? 
 
 
 
 
 
245. New Age philosophy has popularized the Eastern religious idea of reincarnation of human 

spirits in cycles of lives. What did the writer of Hebrews say about man’s life and destiny? 
 
 
 
 
246. How will Christ’s second coming differ from the first? What is the impact of the two comings 

of Christ for us? 
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247. What did “to save those who are eagerly waiting for Him” say to the Jewish Christians to 
whom this was written? What does it say to us? 
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Lesson 17 

Proper 28 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 13:1–13 

The Jewish historian Josephus (AD 37–100?) notes that Herod’s temple was constructed of white 
marble stones measuring 37 feet long, 12 feet high, and 18 feet wide (Antiquities, 15.11.3). Constructed 
on Mount Moriah and rising several hundred feet over Jerusalem, the gleaming temple must have been a 
sight to behold. Herod the Great, appointed by the Romans to be king, was not a popular choice because 
he was Idumaean and not, strictly speaking, Jewish—but he was a great builder. In an effort at 
conciliation, he began enlarging and beautifying the temple around 20 BC. Work was still progressing 
when Jesus and His disciples worshiped at the temple, and continued virtually until the time of its 
destruction in 70 AD. Some 40 years after Jesus’ prophecy, Jewish zealots led a rebellion against Rome. 
After a siege, Rome’s legions breached the walls and crushed the defenders, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem were put to the sword or carried into slavery. Josephus numbered them at a million. The temple 
was destroyed stone by stone, just as Jesus predicted in today’s Holy Gospel. Except for some pieces of 
stones that make up the Wailing Wall, nothing remains of Herod’s temple except the foundation. As 
Rome’s army approached, the Christians in the city, recalling Jesus’ words, fled into Perea, east of the 
Jordan.  

Mark wrote that Jesus “came out of the temple.” These words are more than just narrative, for this 
would be the last time the Son of God would enter this house of the Lord. On the slopes of the Mount of 
Olives, the city and the temple before them, the disciples asked Jesus about His dire prediction. In reply, 
Jesus did not talk about the temple, but about Himself, His kingdom, and what would be their experiences 
as His apostles. He spoke of signs of the end of the age, of which the destruction of the temple would be a 
portent.  

As one of the signs of the end, Jesus warned against deceivers. His warning was appropriate, for 
they have been evident throughout Church history—religious cultists who use the name of Jesus, but 
really make little christs of themselves and mislead the ignorant and the gullible into following them more 
than following Christ. 

248. Who are some of these deceivers in today’s world? What test may be applied to determine true 
or false teachers and teachings? (See 1 John 4:1–3.) 

 
 
 
249. In what way are “wars and rumors of wars” continuing signs of the end? 
 
 
 
 
250. Why did Jesus point to natural calamities such as earthquakes and famines as signs of the end? 
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251. What did Jesus mean by calling these signs “the beginning of the birth pains”? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus then moved to what His followers would experience during the time of “the birth pains.” They 

would be delivered over to ___, and would be beaten in ___, and would stand before ___ and ___ for His 
sake, to ___ before them. And all of this was because, before He would come again in glory, the ___ must 
first be proclaimed to ___.  

252. What assurance did Jesus give the apostles—and the Church to follow them—regarding their 
testimony when put on the spot by the authorities? 

 
 
 
 
 
253. Why is it that those who faithfully proclaim the Gospel and the saving name of Jesus “will be 

hated by all”? What is Jesus’ promise to those who faithfully testify to Him in their time of tension?  
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Daniel 12:1–3 
The Book of Daniel contains narratives that describe God’s miraculous intervention in the lives of 

His faithful servants, and visions that point to future history and the ultimate end of history. Three 
considerations as to the book’s antiquity and authenticity are advanced: (1) The dating included by the 
author is precise and accurate. (2) Part of the book was written in Hebrew, but some chapters have been 
identified as “imperial Aramaic,” which was used in court settings during the time period, the exile, from 
which the book says it comes. (3) The New Testament writers quote from it as authentic. Jesus is quoted 
as calling Daniel “Daniel the prophet,” which is a reference to an individual and not just to a book or 
story. 

Chapter 12 concludes a vision begun in chapters 10 and 11 and gives it an eschatological, “end 
times,” tone. Michael is the leader of God’s armies in this final eschatological battle (see Revelation 
12:7–12). The “everyone whose name shall be found written in the book” was reflected in Jesus’ words in 
Luke 10:17–20. The projection is for victory not only for the living but also for “those who sleep in the 
dust of the earth.” All will rise, though to contrasting experiences in the new life. Jesus reflected this clear 
Old Testament picture of the resurrection of the dead in His claims in John 5:25–29 and in His parable of 
the sheep and the goats, Matthew 25:31–46. 

254. What is the wisdom that qualifies people to “shine like the brightness of the sky above”? 
 
 
 
 
255. What will add to the luster of some of them, who will shine “like the stars forever and ever”? 
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256. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 10:11–25 
This lesson provides the final, climactic step in the development of the writer’s argument stating the 

superiority of the New Testament revelation in Jesus over the Old Testament covenant. Its comparison 
focuses on the deepest human need: removal of sin. In the Old Testament system, the priests carried out 
daily sacrifice and service, over and over, for themselves and for the people. Even the great Day of 
Atonement did not fully suffice until the next year. That leitourgōn, “service,” could not perielein, “take 
away,” their sins (see v. 11). Jesus, however, offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, then sat down, 
His service completed. Unlike His Levitical counterparts, Jesus, the High Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek completed His work offering Himself as both priest and victim. Jesus’ work, and His work 
alone, has made our salvation tetelestai, “finished” (John 19:30).  

257. Written to Jewish Christians contemplating reversion to Judaism, this argument asked them, 
“How can you possibly think of ___?” 

 
 
 
 
258. Verse 14 provides us with an interesting look at what is called “objective justification” and 

“subjective justification.” Which words state that the justification of sinners has been accomplished, no 
matter how we may feel about it? Which words show that there is an ongoing process involved in which 
that justification in Christ is appropriated and made one’s own? 

 
 
 
 
259. What point was the writer making by quoting Jeremiah’s prophecy of the new covenant in 

which God will put His laws in hearts and write them on minds? 
 
 
 
 
260. What does it mean for our Christian lives that God promised that He will not remember our 

sins and lawless acts? What assurance is ours in “there is no longer any offering for sin”? 
 
 
 
 
Another “therefore” is based on two uses of the word since: “Since we have ___ to enter the ___ by 

the ___ of Jesus, by the ___ through the ___, that is, through His ___, and since we have a ___ . . . . 
 
On that basis, the writer recommends a virtual “discipleship salad”: (Therefore) “Let us ___ with a 

___ in full ___, with our hearts ___ from an ___ and our bodies ___. Let us hold ___ the ___ without 
wavering, for He who promised is ___. And let us consider how to ___ to ___ and ___, . . . [Let us not 
neglect] to ___, as is the ___, . . . [let us] ___ one another, and all the more as [we] ___.” 
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261. What is referenced by having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse guilty consciences and our bodies 
washed with pure water? 

 
 
 
 
262. What is referenced by the curtain that has been opened and through which we may enter the 

Most Holy Place? How has the flesh of Jesus become that opened curtain? 
 
 
 
 
263. Why is it vital to our faith and life as Christians that we actively involve ourselves in the 

Christian fellowship of the Church in a local congregation? 
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Lesson 18 

Proper 29 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 13:24–37 

In the verse preceding this pericope, ending a section that points to days of great tribulation even for 
the elect in “end times,” Jesus said, “Be on your guard; I have told you all things beforehand.” 
Forewarned is forearmed! The best way for us to be on guard is to remember in faith that the climactic 
end of this age will proclaim the cosmic victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, a victory we, by God’s grace, 
will share. That event will be unmistakable. “Son of Man” is the title Jesus chose by which to refer to 
Himself in a formal way. It was messianic in thrust, but not as popularly used and not as politically 
weighted as was “Messiah” (see Daniel 7:13–14).  

264. How should we feel about the coming of this glorious Son of Man? What assurance is there for 
us in His “[sending] out the angels and [gathering] His elect from the four winds, and from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven”? 

 
 
 
 
The signs of the end, except for the climactic events that will attend the very ending of this creation, 

are not one-time occurrences, but have repeated themselves in history—in false “Christs,” persecution, 
wars, natural calamities, and so on. Every generation of Christians has in that way been reminded that this 
is a temporary world and that its end is at the door. Since the great promises of God have all been fulfilled 
in Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension, nothing else has to happen in human history before the 
Son of Man returns in glory. 

265. We don’t have sprouting fig trees around us. What might Jesus point to in our situation to 
provide us with a similar lesson? 

 
 
 
 
Jesus’ saying “this generation will not pass away until all these things take place” may refer to the 

people to whom Jesus was speaking, for some of them lived to see His prophecy of the destruction of 
Jerusalem come true. But it may better be understood as referring to “this race of people” or “this breed of 
people.” At any rate, the signs He pointed to have been seen by believers and unbelievers throughout 
history. The unbeliever shrugs them off, but they remind believers to be on their guard because the end is 
approaching. 

266. If nothing else has to happen before the glorious return of the Son of Man, why have 2,000 
years gone by without His returning? (See 2 Peter 3:8–10.) 
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267. What assurance is there for us in Jesus’ “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will 
not pass away”? 

 
 
 
 
268. Since He, the Son of God, is the eternal Word who was with God and was God from the 

beginning, how could Jesus say that the Son does not know the day appointed in the Father’s will for the 
end of the present creation? What should be our reaction to our not knowing when that time will be? 

 
 
 
 
 
In Jesus’ little parable about a man going away and leaving his household in the care of his servants, 

it is obvious that Jesus is the householder and we are His servants. 
269. What does it say to us that He leaves “each with his work”? How can you determine what is the 

task that Jesus has assigned to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
“In the evening,” “at midnight,” “when the cock crows,” and “in the morning” relate to the four 

watches of the night: 6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m.–12:00 midnight, 12:00 midnight–3:00 a.m., 3:00 
a.m.–6:00 a.m.  

270. What does Jesus say to us with the master of the house finding someone “asleep”? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 51:4–6 
Isaiah 51 is titled “The Lord’s Comfort for Zion” and points ahead to the time when the Servant of 

the Lord will rule in justice. Three of the “Songs of the Servant” were sung in chapters 42, 49, and 50. 
The prophetic assurance of rescue and restoration of the Lord’s people to their land grew more pointed. In 
today’s lesson, through the prophet, the Lord brings strong encouragement to the people to be aware of 
Him and the strength of His arm, and to trust Him for salvation. The movement in Isaiah is toward the 
“Song of the Suffering Servant” who will “[bear] the sin of many, and [make] intercession for the 
transgressors” (52:13–53:12). 

“Give attention to me” echoes the “Listen to me” of the first verse. There, it was a call to “you who 
pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD.” Here, though the call goes out to Israel in exile because 
of the faithlessness of leaders and people, their being called ___ and ___ brings reassurance to the exiles. 

271. What would it say to the exiles that “a law would go out” from the Lord and that He would “set 
[His] justice for a light to the peoples”? What would each of these statements of the Lord say to the 
exiles: “My righteousness draws near”? “My salvation has gone out”? “My arms will judge the peoples”? 
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272. “Coastlands” referred to areas far from them. What is the significance of the change in thrust in 
“the coastlands hope for Me, and for My arm they wait”? 

 
 
 
 
273. What was their looking around at the heavens and the earth to make them aware of regarding 

themselves? regarding the Lord and His salvation and righteousness? 
 
 
 
 
 
274. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Jude 20–25 
Jude identified himself as “a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James.” This means that he, like 

James, was a relative of Jesus (see Mark 6:1–3). Although they had these ties to Jesus—maybe because 
they had these ties to Him—they did not accept Him as the promised Messiah until after He had risen 
from the dead. Paul says Jesus appeared to James (1 Corinthians 15:7), so it was probably James’s 
testimony that led Jude to faith. Perhaps it was their former skepticism that prompted a humility in which 
they identified themselves in their writings only as “a servant of Jesus Christ.” They became part of the 
group of followers who waited in Jerusalem for the promised Spirit (see Acts 1:13–14). In time, James 
became the acknowledged leader of the Jerusalem congregation, but both brothers probably were active in 
the spread of the Church in Judea and Samaria (see 1 Corinthians 9:5). 

Jude, like James, wrote to address a problem that has always troubled the Church: nominal 
Christianity—being a “church member,” without adopting the lifestyle and the mission of a disciple. 
Some were perverting the grace of God, teaching that being saved by grace gives license to sin since sins 
are no longer held against believers (vv. 3–4). Jude made it clear that those who promote such ideas are 
unproductive in their own lives and deadly to the lives of others (vv. 12–13). 

275. How do the phrases “build yourselves up in your most holy faith” and “pray in the Holy Spirit” 
relate to each other? How can we work at keeping ourselves in God’s love? 

 
 
 
 
 
Scholars differ in their translation of verses 22 and 23. Some see two thoughts; others see three. A 

key to understanding is to recognize that here, the words merciful and show mercy carry the idea of “have 
pity toward.” Jude suggested two different approaches toward two different sets of people, both of whom 
are to be pitied. He encouraged an active, loving pity toward those who doubt, reaching out to them, 
involving yourself with them in an effort to snatch them from the fire of doubt and unbelief. But those 
who are degrading the faith by immoral lifestyles are to be pitied from a distance. You must be fearful of 
giving their lifestyles tacit approval, or perhaps even becoming casually involved in them yourself.  
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276. What is the key to the difference between Jude’s recommended approach to doubters and that 
to be taken with those who are being licentious? 

 
 
 
 
277. The doxology with which Jude closed is the best-known part of this short Epistle. What does 

his calling God the One who is “able to keep you from stumbling” suggest to us regarding our Christian 
living? 

 
 
 
 
278. How will we, who so frequently fall and fail, be presented “blameless before the presence of 

His glory with great joy”? 
 
 
 
 
Jude’s doxology is a fitting close to another Church Year and to our study of the lessons of Series B 

of the Three-Year Lectionary. Let’s use it to praise God in closing our study by speaking it aloud 
together: “To Him who is able to keep [us] from stumbling and to present [us] blameless before the 
presence of His glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 
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Lesson 19 

Proper 29 (alternate readings) 

The Holy Gospel: John 18:33–37 
The Sanhedrin, determined to be rid of Jesus, tried Him on religious charges. False witnesses 

accused Him of saying that He said He would do away with the temple. They were concerned that Jesus 
had attacked the legalistic system by which they kept the people under their control, and that popular 
demonstrations by the people might prompt Rome to political and military action that would threaten their 
position and power. In the course of the trial, the high priest finally keyed in on the question of Jesus’ 
being the Christ, the promised Messiah, and when Jesus confessed that this was true, they, with some 
satisfaction, condemned Him to death for “blasphemy.” 

Because their hastily called night session was illegal by the rules of their own body, the Sanhedrin 
met again briefly at daybreak to ratify their verdict, then marched Jesus off to Pilate’s court because the 
Romans had reserved death-penalty decisions to their own jurisdiction. In Pilate’s court, the Jewish 
leaders adjusted the charges to something that would have to concern him. He would not have been 
greatly concerned about a purely religious question, even one about a man who claimed to be the Son of 
God, as long as He was not a political threat. So in Pilate’s court, the Jewish authorities accused Jesus of 
political subversion (see Luke 23:1–2; John 19:12). The Jewish leaders knew full well that they could put 
the governor on a pressure spot. 

All four Gospels cite “Are you the king of the Jews?” as Pilate’s first words to Jesus. He wanted to 
get to the heart of what concerned him. As you read the Gospels, however, you know that this 
experienced politician saw through the charges.  

279. How did Jesus’ response encourage Pilate’s skepticism about the trumped-up charges being 
brought against Him? 

 
 
 
 
280. How did Jesus point to the essential differences between His kingdom and the kingdom 

represented by Pilate? 
 
 
 
 
281. How did Jesus describe the reason for which He had been born and had come into the world? 

Did Jesus speak these words to defend Himself or in an effort to reach the heart of Pilate? In what sense 
were Jesus’ words spoken also to impact on us? 
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282. Summarize in your own words the truth that may be found in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
We all know Pilate’s reaction to Jesus’ words and his fearful, self-serving bowing to the will of the 

Jewish leaders. His sad example makes us examine the “Pilate” that may be in us.  
283. Ask yourself, “Is Christ ruling all of my heart and life? What sins do I need to confess? With 

the help of the Holy Spirit, what practical steps can I take to stand more firmly with Jesus on the side of 
truth?” 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14 
The prophet’s eyes are lifted to see the celestial judgment hall of the Ancient of Days. Remember, 

one of the purposes of apocalyptic literature was to point to cosmic overtones behind historical events and 
to the ultimate victory of good and the judgment of evil. 

“Thrones were placed”—these were for associates of the king, assisting him in dispensing justice in 
the heavenly court. Jesus used the same picture in talking to His disciples about their places in His 
kingdom (see Matthew 19:28). Paul expanded the concept to include all “the saints” (see 1 Corinthians 
6:2–3). This picture is also part of John’s vision in Revelation (see Revelation 4:4; 20:4). 

284. What is the significance of referring to God as “the Ancient of Days”? 
 
 
 
 
285. What is the significance of the clothing of the Ancient of Days being “white as snow” and His 

hair being “like pure wool”? Why is His throne “fiery flames”? Why is His throne equipped with wheels? 
 
 
 
 
286. Who are the “thousand thousands” who served the Ancient of Days? Who are the “ten thousand 

times ten thousand” who stood before Him? 
 
 
 
 
287. What is meant by “the books were opened” as the court sat in judgment? 
 
 
 
 
Verses 13–14 are the Scriptures that provided the title Son of Man by which Jesus referred to 

Himself. It is messianic, and it brings the apocalyptic thrust of Daniel to its culmination. “With the clouds 
of heaven there came one like a son of man.” He is given “dominion and glory and a kingdom.” The 
ultimate triumph of good over evil is assured. 
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“The clouds of heaven” is used in Holy Scripture in connection with revelations of God’s glorious 
presence. Sample a few of them: Exodus 33:7–11; Matthew 17:1–5; Acts 1:9–11; Mark 13:26; Revelation 
14:14–16. 

The key factor in the apocalyptic thrust is that the Son of Man is acknowledged by the Ancient of 
Days and is given dominion and glory and a Kingdom that shall never be destroyed. Note the New 
Testament’s clear application of this prophecy to Jesus Christ (see Matthew 28:18–20; Philippians 2:9–
11). 

288. What does it say about this Son of Man that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 
Him? What assurance do we find in the fact that “His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall 
not pass away, and His kingdom one that shall not be destroyed”? 

 
 
 
 
289. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Revelation 1:4b–8 
Revelation was written by John toward the end of the first century. Christians were entering a time 

of persecution, a result of the cult of emperor worship. John wrote to encourage their steadfastness. The 
Holy Spirit inspired John to use the apocalyptic literary form, which employed symbolic visions to look 
beyond history to the cosmic struggle between good and evil that was being expressed in history. He 
wanted Christians to know that they could be faithful even to the point of death because the powers of 
evil were sure to be overthrown and judged when Christ returned—and that would be soon. 

290. This pericope is John’s word of greeting. “Grace and peace” was a common greeting in letters 
of that day. How did John’s use of this greeting give it full meaning for his readers? 

 
 
 
 
“Seven spirits” may be translated “sevenfold Spirit,” a reference to the Holy Spirit. With the Eternal 

One on the throne, the Spirit before the throne, and Jesus Christ clearly named, John’s greeting was 
pointedly trinitarian in composition. 

291. Jesus Christ is given three significant titles: ___, ___, ___. What did each of these titles say to 
Christians facing persecution? 

 
 
 
 
292. John’s words of greeting evolved into a doxology. Who is singled out for praise? What is the 

basis for the praise given Him? 
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293. What is the significance of our being made “a kingdom” by Him? What is our function as 
priests in His kingdom? (See Hebrews 13:15.) 

 
 
 
 
294. Revelation begins and ends with the prophecy of the second coming of Christ. Why was this 

emphasis so important for John’s readers? Why is it of continuing importance for the Church today? 
 
 
 
 
John’s words played on Zechariah 12:10, which pictures Jerusalem looking in sorrowful repentance 

to the Lord, the one they had pierced. As John used the picture, he expanded its scope beyond the Jews to 
include “all the peoples of the earth,” and says they will mourn because of Christ at His return. John was 
giving his readers assurance that Jesus Christ is Lord and will be so acknowledged by all at His return 
(see Philippians 2:5–11). For many, including their persecutors, the acknowledgment will flow from 
mournful despair as they stand under the King’s judgment of unbelief and evil. 

295. What is the significance of the Lord’s calling Himself “the Alpha and Omega”? 
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Leader Guide 
How to Use the Leader Guide 

Put in time and effort to make these thoughts your own. Notes on your Study Guide will help you 
remember them in class. If you think a point is stated particularly well in the Leader Guide you may want 
to quote it—but do not use the Leader Guide continually as “the last word.” Your group’s ideas about 
themes and emphases and applications may differ from those in the Leader Guide. That’s okay; explore 
their insights. Since each study is a unit in itself, you may easily use substitute leaders. Provide them with 
a Study Guide and Leader Guide, along with instructions for their use, well in advance. 

Each lesson in the Leader Guide begins with the collect assigned for the day. You may use this 
prayer, or another prayer suitable for your needs, to begin your study. Suggested also are the hymns and 
songs, listed topically in the index of Lutheran Service Book, appropriate for the season or day. The index 
begins on page 993. 
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Lesson 1 

Proper 15 
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know 

Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 

steadfastly follow His steps in the way that leads to life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 6:51–69 
Fill-in answers: Teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum, Jesus called Himself the living bread 

from heaven, in contrast to the manna that God had rained down for Israel in the wilderness. He specified 
that this living bread is His flesh, which He would give for the life of the world. He invited them to eat 
His flesh and to drink his blood—seeing Him as the true sustenance of true life. He said that whoever ate 
and drank would abide in Him and He in them, and that they would live forever.  

1. The sharp disputing among the Jews surely must have included different views of what Jesus 
meant by saying his flesh was the bread that would produce eternal life in those who ate it. Some surely 
must have argued that Jesus was speaking metaphorically, for that was a common approach used by Jesus 
and others of that day. Finally, though, they could not get beyond materializing Jesus’ words, asking, 
“How can this man give us His flesh to eat?” Very often, when people do not want to deal with the real 
meaning of a statement that places a requirement on them, they pick at the details of the how instead of 
dealing with the what and the why. 

2. To the picture of eating His flesh, Jesus added drinking His blood. The Concordia Self-Study 
Bible says, “‘Flesh’ and ‘blood’ here point to Christ as the crucified one and the source of life. Jesus 
speaks of faith’s appropriation of Himself as God’s appointed sacrifice” (p. 1618). (1 Peter 3:18 uses 
sarx, “flesh,” in connection with His being put to death for our redemption.) Jesus was saying they had to 
“swallow” the truth by believing that He, the Son of Man, would suffer and die for the sins of the world, 
though that might be counter to their human understanding and their expectations of the Messiah. Jesus 
warned that unless they ate the flesh of the Son of Man and drank His blood, they had no life in them. 
Jesus invited them and us to eat His flesh and drink His blood in faith. This would give them eternal life; 
Jesus would raise them on the Last Day. Many scholars agree that Jesus’ words were a metaphorical way 
of speaking of appropriating Jesus as God’s atoning sacrifice by faith. Ezekiel also spoke of “eating” 
God’s Word and described it as being “sweet as honey” in his mouth (3:3).  

3. Abiding in Jesus and having Him abide in us describes the relationship that we enjoy with our 
Savior. He energizes our faith and motivates us to a life that corresponds to our faith. Both “eats” and 
“drinks” are in the present tense. In Greek, this signifies a continuing action—“keeps on eating and 
drinking.” Abiding in Jesus in faith and love is a lifelong process, continually nourished by the Good 
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News in Word and Sacrament. What assures our living as a result of feeding on Him is His person as the 
very Son of God, sent by “the living Father” (see John 5:19–30).  

Fill-in answers: Jesus contrasted Himself as the true bread that nourishes people for eternal life 
with the manna, which satisfied only physical hunger, and that only temporarily. 

4. John wrote his Gospel for a Church that was being troubled by the beginnings of Gnosticism. 
Because of the dualism of Greek philosophy, which saw spirit as good and the material world as inferior, 
Gnostics rejected the idea of the Spirit-God really becoming part of His creation. So they saw Jesus as a 
man in whom the Logos came to dwell temporarily, leaving Jesus again before His death. John was 
remembering Jesus’ way of describing Himself as the one who came down from heaven, God in human 
flesh, to bring salvation to effect in a way that assures us it is fully accomplished. John’s repeating the 
phrases ten times (the biblical number of fullness or completion) clearly stated the truth: Jesus is the 
living bread who came down from heaven. This makes Jesus’ promise all the more reliable: “Whoever 
feeds on this bread will live forever.” 

Fill-in answers: Jesus projected to when some would see Him ascending to where He was before, 
and He spoke His powerful “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” But many turned 
back and no longer walked with Him. 

5. Jesus’ example says to us that we are neither to soften the Law nor dilute the Gospel to make 
them more palatable to those who find the either/or of salvation in Jesus alone hard to swallow. There is 
salvation in no other.  

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Proverbs 9:1–10 
6. Built and hewn are construction terms, but here, they go beyond building a house to diligence in 

managing and operating a home. Wisdom busily makes her home one that blesses her family and all who 
enter. The banquet of prepared meat and spiced wine at a set table, all carefully prepared in advance, 
depict the richest blessings that are in many ways the reward for accepting Wisdom’s invitation and 
practicing virtue. 

7. In contrast, Folly just sits in her door, watching and seductively calling to passersby without 
putting effort into her homemaking. 

8. The two identical settings and invitations indicate that outward appearances do not determine 
value or validity. Things may look the same and promote very different results. They also suggest that 
appeals to Wisdom and enticements to Folly are present side by side in all of human society.  

9. Folly appeals to the sensual nature, enjoying what you have “stolen” rather than earned, 
suggesting that sex is all the more enjoyable when it is illicit and immoral. The enticements of Folly may 
seem like “really living,” but in the end, they are corrupt and deadly. 

10. Proverbs was intended especially to be instruction for youths. The simple ways are following the 
inclinations of the sinful nature. It is always easy to sin. These ways must be left behind as one grows in 
experience and learns the values implicit in the way of God’s commandments. True wisdom and 
knowledge begins with “the fear [reverence] of the LORD” (Proverbs 1:7). Growing in grace and the 
knowledge of Jesus and reverence for Him is the New Testament counterpart. Walking in wisdom is 
never easy because we are by nature sinful and unclean. We carry the “body of death” around with us, as 
Paul wrote, and are rescued only through Jesus. This rescue from Folly’s lures has to continue throughout 
life. The fractured German is right: “Ve get too soon oldt und too late schmardt.” 

11. In the Holy Gospel, Jesus offered true wisdom with His metaphor of eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood. His opponents chose the folly of their own views. 

 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
82 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 5:6–21 
12. The empty words were the application of the philosophy of dualism to Christian living, 

suggesting that it’s the spirit that counts, not the flesh: “It doesn’t matter how you live as long as you 
believe in Jesus.” Paul describes the result: “Because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the 
sons of disobedience.” Those who walk in the light make it their intention to “discern what is pleasing to 
the Lord.” We expose the unfruitful works of darkness by our testimony to the truth of God’s Word, but 
especially by walking as children of light (see Matthew 5:14–16).  

13. The wisdom of knowing the grace of God in Christ and applying its guidance to daily living 
distinguishes Christians from those who simply follow the inclinations of their sinful nature. 

14. Some pressures Christians live with today include glorification of sensuality and unlimited 
sexual freedom; pervasive drug and alcohol abuse; commercial promotion of materialism and hedonism; 
media approval of immorality and glorification of violence; breakdown of the family; rejection of the 
Church as irrelevant; living for the present with no delayed gratification; a society with relative values 
and few or no absolute values; emphasis on recreation instead of responsibilities. 

Paul wrote, “Making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.” This speaks to the Church 
and its mission as well as to Christian individuals: use opportunities for witness and service as they 
present themselves. 

15. Paul’s words offer this helpful principle for Christian living: the best way to avoid and overcome 
temptations to evil is to devote yourself, your time and efforts, consciously to that which is good for you 
and helpful to others (see Philippians 4:8–9).  

16. We can grow in understanding the Lord’s will and purpose for us as we get into the Word 
through serious study of the Bible privately and in study classes, and as we consciously put our faith into 
practice and gain experience in representing Jesus through our witness and our service.  

17. Being filled with the Spirit involves conscious surrender of our lives to the Lordship of Jesus, 
showing love for Him by obeying His commands, and asking for the Holy Spirit for assurance, guidance, 
and strength. Abuse of wine and other substances produces loss of self-control and invites the leadership 
of the sinful nature. In contrast, the Spirit’s influence and control lead to encouraging one another to give 
thanks and praise to God in a healthy relationship of mutual love with fellow Christians.  

18. Music is an avenue for expressing deep sensibilities of the human spirit. From ancient times, 
instrumental and vocal music were used to praise the Lord and edify the worshipers. A problem in today’s 
electronic age is that we and our children often become just listeners to the music of professionals, instead 
of learning the joy and stimulation of singing and making music ourselves. A church member who 
doesn’t sing hymns and liturgical songs with the congregation (even if it has to be in a monotone) is an 
anomaly. God rejoices to listen to singing that comes from the heart. Always giving thanks to God for 
everything in the name of Jesus encourages and develops in us an attitude toward life that sings and 
makes music to the Lord in all circumstances. Even in times of difficulty, we sing our thanks to God for 
being there and working for our good in everything (see Romans 8:28). 
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Lesson 2 

Christian Education Sunday 
Lord Jesus Christ, You have entrusted to Your people the task of 

teaching all nations. Enlighten with the wisdom of Your Holy Spirit 

those who teach and those who learn that the joyous truth of the 

Gospel may be known in every generation; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 18:15–17 
19. We may bring our children to Jesus through Holy Baptism, in which sins are forgiven and the 

Holy Spirit is given to live within them. That, of course, presupposes that we will then facilitate our 
children’s growth in faith and life by leading them into the Bible’s salvation history and by teaching them 
to pray. Our examples as we hear the Word in our homes and in Church are vital in this.  

20. We might hinder our children when in word or deed, in wrong actions, or in neglect of what is 
right, we become stumbling blocks to them. Poor parental examples may become reasons or excuses for 
them to turn from Jesus in disinterest and doubt (see Luke 17:1–2). 

21. The incident with the mothers and their little ones and Jesus’ reaction was a case in point for 
Jesus’ application of the parable: “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” We can be thankful the Holy Spirit directed Luke to include this 
account following the account of Jesus’ encounter with the Pharisee and the tax collector. We receive 
God’s kingdom only with God-given, childlike, repentant humility and faith. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:4–15 
22. Moses’ use and the Jews’ continued use of “Hear!” at the beginning of their creed said more 

than “Pay attention!” It was a continual reminder that their faith was a result of Yahweh’s revelation of 
Himself in the covenant of grace and blessing. We Christians will do well to keep this God-to-us 
revelation emphasis in mind as we speak the great Christian creeds together (see 1 Corinthians 12:3). 

23. Moses assured them that through the Lord’s promise and with His blessing, they would 
“multiply greatly . . . in a land flowing with milk and honey” (6:3). Plenty of “milk and honey” 
characterizes the ideal life of people who had been living as nomads. Later promises of the Lord’s 
blessing were more fitting to a society that had become agrarian. 

24. The summary commandment was “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your might.” What enabled their reverent obedience to the Lord was His 
gracious love expressed in the covenant initiated with Abraham and expanded to Israel as a nation (see 
Genesis 12:1–3; Exodus 19:3–6).  
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25. All the phrases used in connection with God’s commands emphasize their importance in terms 
of daily living. Think through each with your group to recognize its specific impact. They combine to say 
we are consciously to make God and His Word a central part of our thinking and our conversations. 
Statistical studies of Lutheran families indicate that only in 20 percent are family Bible reading and prayer 
part of the family’s routine. In another 20 percent the family occasionally talks about God or about the 
Church. In 60 percent, talk about God and use of His Word are limited to time spent in Church. Where 
would you and your family fit in this? 

26. We use religious pictures, plaques with Scripture verses, crosses and crucifixes, ICHTHUS, and 
other artifacts at our entries to indicate our homes are Christian homes, as reminders of our relationship 
with God in Christ, and occasionally, as aids to focus our attention in our devotions. 

27. Two dangers to the Israelites’ spiritual life were emphasized: first, the danger of becoming so 
self-satisfied when things were going well that they would forget about the Lord and their continual need 
of His presence and power in their lives; and second, involving themselves in the immoral worship 
practices of their pagan neighbors. Affluence confronts us also with the temptation to focus our lives on 
things, pat ourselves on the back for our supplying ourselves as we have, and look to the future with 
confidence that our prosperity will continue. Thus we may forget the Lord, or reduce our relationship with 
Him to occasional formal, perfunctory worship. We, too, may be caught up in the political correctness of 
universalism, in which we see all religious faiths as ways by which people may come to God; we might 
even involve ourselves in syncretistic worship with non-Christians. This surrounds us today and is a very 
present danger to us. 

28. The Holy Gospel exalts the humility and trustfulness of children as examples in matters of faith. 
This lesson emphasizes the need to make worship of the Lord and study of His Word a part of our daily 
living; it also emphasizes the need to lead our children and grandchildren to personal understanding in 
their faith. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:37–42 
29. When the people asked “What shall we do?” Peter responded, “Repent and be baptized every 

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

30. Through the Gospel, the Holy Spirit enables true repentance and faith. We remember 4’s “I 
believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.” 
But Luther continued, “But the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel.” Following conversion, our 
responsibility is to lend our ears and our hearts attentively to the Spirit’s call to repentance and faith, to 
devote ourselves diligently to the Word of God, and then, to offer our lives in service to the Lord (see 
Romans 12:1).  

31. Peter’s call to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ involved his hearers in acknowledging 
Jesus as the promised Christ (Messiah). To be baptized in His name meant they were placing themselves 
under Jesus’ authority as Lord. They would be confessing the basic sin of missing the mark in their 
rejection of Jesus as the promised Savior in favor of continuing to trust in what had become a works-
oriented Judaism. Today’s humanistic moralists continue to “miss the mark” for the same reason. Since 
Jesus came and accomplished salvation for all, there is one basic sin: rejecting Him who is the Savior 
from sin. 

32. Those responding to Peter’s preaching of the Good News on that day were devout Jews. They 
knew the promise of the Messiah and its assurances. They did not need extensive instruction; they needed 
only to look to Jesus in faith and acknowledge Him to be the Messiah. When the Gospel is proclaimed in 
our world today, we cannot take it for granted that people understand the Word of salvation, even when 
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they respond and say they believe in Jesus. So generally they are given more thorough instruction in 
Christian doctrine prior to their receiving Christian Baptism. 

33. Peter’s words about them and their children and those far off prepared the way for understanding 
that the Good News is for all, and that the Lord calls young and old from every nation to be His own. 
Peter assures us that we are included in God’s gracious salvation in Jesus Christ, and that when we were 
baptized in Jesus’ name, we, too, received the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

34. At the center of the life of the Jerusalem congregation were the apostles’ teaching, the 
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and the prayers. “The apostles’ teaching” was the teaching of Jesus, 
who had promised that the Spirit would remind them of everything He had said (see 1 Peter 2:2). “The 
fellowship” means their unity of faith and life in their commitment to Jesus—being His body, attached to 
Him in faith as the Head and to one another in love as members of His body. “The breaking of bread” is a 
reference to the Lord’s Supper, celebrated, in those days before it was more formalized in the worship life 
of the church, after eating their meals together. “The prayers” signifies their times of worship together, 
which probably followed a pattern they were accustomed to from Jewish tradition and from the 
synagogue worship. A life built around the Word and Sacrament in a Christian fellowship is essential for 
our continuing in faith and discipleship. It becomes the soil in which we and our children mature and 
learn to bring forth the fruits of faith in our daily living. One may say, “I can worship God and the Lord 
Jesus anywhere.” That may be true, but he probably doesn’t do it. The New Testament does not know of 
any private Christians who decline to be part of the Christian fellowship.  
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Lesson 3 

Proper 16 
Almighty and merciful God, defend Your Church from all false teaching 

and error that Your faithful people may confess You to be the only 

true God and rejoice in Your good gifts of life and salvation; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:1–13 
35. The obvious purpose of the Pharisees’ coming was to keep an eye on Jesus to discredit Him with 

the people, and to find cause for legal action against Him. They observed that some of Jesus’ disciples 
were eating with unwashed hands. This was not a hygienic concern, but a religious, ceremonial concern. 
Many things were defiling in the view of the proud Pharisees, especially contact with Gentiles or things 
belonging to Gentiles. Hence the concern about washing after coming from the marketplace, where they 
might easily have had such contact. By extension, the ceremonial washing was applied to many of the 
utensils and even to furniture involved in eating. Baptismos and baptizein mean any of various washings, 
including kitchen utensils and couches, and do not imply complete immersion only.  

36. The two thrusts are from the Lord’s own words: honor for Him that is mere pretense, with lips, 
not hearts; and teachings that are similarly empty pretense, set forth as divine when they are only by men. 
The Pharisees had been caught up by their ritualistic system based largely on halachah rules instead of 
God’s Law. Their complaint against the disciples was based on a halachah rule. Isaiah’s words expose 
our times when we are going through the motions in our worship and hearing the Word. It’s a good thing 
we live under grace. By the same token, his words encourage us to be conscientiously careful that we base 
our teachings solely on the prophetic and apostolic Word of God. It is that Word that the Holy Spirit uses 
to touch our hearts and draw us more fully into sincere faith and life in Christ. 

37. “The tradition of the elders” had an almost holy ring to us as the Pharisees used it—almost the 
equivalent of “God’s Word.” Jesus used “the tradition of men” to show that the source of the tradition 
was quite different from the source of the Word of God, as well intentioned as the development of “the 
tradition” may have been. 

38. Jesus bluntly accused the Pharisees of “[making] void the Word of God by [their] tradition that 
[they] handed down.” By violating the Fourth Commandment, Jesus indicates that they were violating all 
of God’s Word. So proud were they of their religious pretense, that of obeying God’s Law when it suited 
them and disobeying it when it did not, they ultimately negated the authority of all of God’s Word over 
their lives. Rejecting God’s written Word, it was only a matter of course that these Pharisees would reject 
the Word made flesh. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 29:11–19 
39. That the vision has become like a book that is sealed continues the theme that when people 

stubbornly and persistently refuse to listen to and accept His Word, the Lord’s judgment is expressed in 
the fact that it becomes increasingly difficult for them to repent and change their ways until finally, they 
simply cannot do so. “I cannot, for it is sealed” and “I cannot read” are neat poetic ways of expressing 
that effect. 

40. Drawing near with mouth and lips, but not heart, is a picture of perfunctory worship—doing all 
the right things thoughtlessly and faithlessly. Fearing (revering) the Lord by following the 
commandments taught by men is a picture of a works-righteousness religion—doing things very 
carefully, but with the false motivation that this will obligate God to you. 

41. The wisdom of the wise men shall perish, and the discernment of the discerning men shall be 
hidden. These judgments show that wonderful things and wonder upon wonder were done by the Lord not 
as a blessing, but to make the people ultimately more responsible before Him. This is reminiscent of the 
Israelites during the wanderings in the wilderness. They saw the miraculous works of the Lord and still 
didn’t trust Him to do what He promised. 

42. The political leaders were looking for a political solution to the danger that confronted them 
instead of focusing on their faith in the Lord and His promises to His people. They trusted the wisdom of 
their wise men, though it was a dying wisdom, and the discernment of the discerning men, though that 
was being hidden by the Lord. The words are familiar to us because Paul quoted these words of Isaiah in 
part in Romans 11:8 (see also Isaiah 6:8–10). 

43. We depend on hearing the words of the book and on the Spirit’s opening our eyes to see the 
saving truth of the Gospel in its words. Jesus said, “Anyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” That’s part of the Lord’s way of bringing us new life. If you 
are full of yourself, your own wisdom, your own discernment, you will not have room for His surprising 
wisdom of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus. 

44. In the Holy Gospel, Jesus quoted these words of Isaiah as He confronted the Pharisees with their 
turning the faith of Judaism into a works-righteousness religion. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 5:22–33 
45. To submit means that we put the welfare of others ahead of our own; that we “give up our 

rights” for their sake. What motivates that attitude is reverence for Christ. He displayed that kind of 
attitude toward us as our Savior (see Philippians 2:5–9). This conscious submitting does not come 
naturally, and when we try to do it just in our own moral strength, we fail. It is enabled as we are filled 
with the Spirit of Christ, who influences our spirits and motivates our actions. 

Fill-in answers: Wives are to submit to their husbands as to the Lord, just as the Church submits to 
Christ. Paul called the husband the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the Church. 

46. The Christian husband’s headship is a serving headship; all thought of being an autocratic “lord 
and master” is ruled out. Paul is thought by some today to be too conservative, but think of the society to 
which he wrote; or, for that matter, think of human nature, and his admonitions regarding marriage 
become very radical—as radical as God’s love for us in Christ. The word agapate, “love,” speaks of 
husbands submitting themselves and their rights for the benefit of their wives. Agape is Christlike love. 
He gave Himself up for us; so a husband is to give himself up and seek the true welfare of his wife. A 
Christian wife who competes for headship distracts her husband’s attention from his responsibility to God 
and focuses his attention on her competing and contending with him. When she willingly submits to his 
headship, she forces him to reckon with the fact that, in God’s will for him, he is responsible to God for 
her true welfare. When a Christian husband is not ready to implement his headship responsibility, he 
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brings confusion and discord into his home and family. He places the burden on his wife to be the 
spiritual leader in the home. His lack of headship may force her to assume more responsibilities for the 
welfare of the family than she should, or than she wants to.  

47. Some suggest that if the husband is the “head,” the wife, with her sensitivity and warmth and 
support, becomes the “heart” of the home. The heart is no less vital than the head for real life. 

Fill-in answers: Paul wrote to husbands, “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the Church 
and gave Himself up for her. . . . Husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves himself.” 

48. It surely is appropriate to rearrange Paul’s words so that they read “She who loves her husband 
loves herself.” The negative is equally true: “Whoever hates and abuses his/her spouse hates and abuses 
himself/herself.” The Genesis quote says “they will become one flesh.” In the unity that is marriage, 
attitudes or actions toward your spouse always reflect back to you and affect you just as they do your 
spouse.  

49. A basic necessity for a healthy marriage is for both the husband and the wife to leave their 
parents and to hold fast to their spouse. Marriage brings a new order of priorities into the lives of 
husbands and wives. Their responsibility to each other necessarily replaces their responsibility to their 
parents as the first priority in their human relationships. 
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Lesson 4 

Proper 17 
O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every 

virtue and bring to completion every good intent that we may grow 

in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:14–23 
50. Jesus accused the Pharisees and scribes of having such concern for the outward elements of their 

religion that they were ignoring the true values of inner faith and motivation. In vv. 9–13, Jesus had even 
exposed their use of ritual to disguise sin. He did not just go along with their religious concerns because 
legalism is always deadly in its effect on the spiritual life of faith and love. 

51. The real source of defilement in our lives is our sinful hearts, the original sin that infects the 
whole human family (see Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1–3). It is not just the religious sect known as 
Pharisees who were legalistic in their religion. Legalism is the natural expression of natural religion, the 
result of natural human theological thought. It is the basis and structure of all religions. Only the Christian 
faith offers Good News of God’s gracious redemption in Christ and renewal in the Holy Spirit. Yet even 
the disciples were tempted—as we are—to add the natural to what God has revealed to us, and the result 
is always either pride or uncertainty. The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was fully applicable to the 
life of Jesus and those of His disciples. He did not abrogate it because it was still pointing them to the 
fulfillment of the covenant by Him. When He died for us and rose again, the New Testament of grace and 
blessing came into existence. The ceremonial laws no longer apply to Christians (see Colossians 2:16–
17). 

52. Sin always begins with evil thoughts and ends up in the folly of breaking with the Lord and His 
will and ways. Some of the sins Jesus listed are gross sins, but others are the everyday variety that we 
tend to dismiss. As we hear Jesus describe the products of the sinful human heart, we cannot excuse 
ourselves and point to others. 

53. If we are going to become clean in God’s sight, we need rebirth and renewal in the Holy Spirit. 
Only He can give a pure heart and a willing spirit.  

54. Pharisaism appeals to our pride and offers a natural religious approach that is both logical and 
doable (see Luke 18:9–14; Luke 18:18–27). This makes legalism a constant temptation to all of us. To the 
extent that we are counting on our “doing” religion, we are not believing the Good News of salvation by 
grace through faith in Jesus. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 
55. The moral laws (the Ten Commandments) set forth the relationship God desires between people 

and Him and between people and one another. Jesus summarized the Commandments with “Love God!” 
and “Love your neighbor!” The ceremonial laws provided the system by which the Jews were to worship 
the Lord and be assured that He accepted them in love and forgave their sins. All of the sacrifices and 
rituals were to be followed in faith, and they mediated God’s grace and were prototypes of God’s act of 
sacrifice for our sins in His Son. The civil laws were designed to provide a basis for God’s people to be 
able to live together in justice and equity, especially during the years of nomadic wandering in the desert.  

The Ten Commandments are the commandments of the Lord, not a result of considered and shared 
opinions. Moses was clear about that because we sinners are always tempted to adjust God’s commands 
to our preferences and our performance. We need to leave them alone and not “improve” on them. Moses 
said, “Keep [these commandments] and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in 
the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people.’ For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God 
is to us, whenever we call upon Him? And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so 
righteous as all this law that I set before you today?” (4:6–8). Whether we recognize it or not, how we live 
our lives does say something to others about our faith. 

56. The world will not listen to what we say about Jesus until it sees that our lives are consistent 
with the faith we profess.  

57. Moses gave added encouragement to “take care, and keep your soul diligently.” We sinners may 
“forget the things [our] eyes have seen, [and the Good News of Jesus] depart from [our] hearts all the 
days of [our lives].” Only in matters of religion do you hear people say, “I’ll let my children decide for 
themselves when they are older.” In everything else, they devote time and energy to influence and guide 
their children. Should we not give priority to that which makes an eternal life-or-death difference to our 
children and grandchildren? 

58. In this lesson, Moses urged whole-hearted obedience to God’s laws, not just in a perfunctory, 
Pharisaical manner, but convinced that they lead to a life of blessing. There is “spirit” as well as “letter” 
in his encouragement. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 6:10–20 
Fill-in answers: We are to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. This whole armor 

of God will equip us so we will be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. The Holy 0rite includes 
“Do you renounce the devil . . . all his works . . . all his ways?” (LSB 270). 

59. It is important that we not try to overcome by our own strength, for we are sinful by nature. Our 
struggle is against “the rulers . . . the authorities . . . the cosmic powers over this present darkness . . . the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” We cannot overcome them ourselves, but our Lord who by 
His cross has won the victory over the evil one can. By faith, we enjoy the benefits of His victory, and by 
His Word and Spirit, we are supplied with the full armor of God. 

60. Truth is the quality on which all of faith and life must hang. It is the basic equipment that 
supports all others in our fight with “the father of lies” (John 8:44). Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them in the 
truth; Your Word is truth” (John 17:17). 

61. Both aspects of righteousness are significant in this. Through the Gospel God declares us 
righteous through faith in His Son; through the same Gospel God recreates us in the righteousness of 
Christ.  
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62. The Gospel shoes of peace ready us to walk successfully through all spiritual battles with 
difficulties and testings (see Philippians 4:4–7). It is the one message that makes an eternal difference in 
people’s lives. It restores our relationship with God and with others. 

63. The devil’s flaming darts are the temptations (1) to doubt that God really forgives us and is with 
us in every difficulty, and (2) to think that the Christian way requires us to give up too much in life. Faith 
assures us that we have been saved by Jesus once for all. We cannot add to that, nor are we expected to. 

64. Assurance of salvation changes our perspective and, by directing us to eternal values, influences 
our reaction to present circumstances and prompts us to live in obedience to Christ (see Luke 12:4–7). 

65. The sword is different in that it is an offensive weapon as well as a defensive weapon. The 
sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, can assert God’s power against the enemy in a positive manner, 
causing him to flee. People can be rescued through the use of this sword for life in Christ’s kingdom, and 
we can be instrumental in this. The Word was most effectively used by Jesus when He routed the tempter 
during His testings in the desert and recommitted Himself to God’s way of the cross (Matthew 4:1–11). 
As Representative Man, He used the same weapon that is available to us in our times of testing. Since the 
Word is our sword, we need to study it prayerfully so it will be readily available to us in our need and so 
we will be equipped to help others. 

66. “Praying at all times in the Spirit” means praying in faith in Jesus (see John 14:12–14). Paul’s 
“with all prayer and supplication” rules out seeing this just as an encouragement to ecstatic praying in 
tongues. 

67. Paul’s wanting prayers for all the saints and for him in his apostolic work suggests our praying 
for fellow members of our congregation and for the Church’s professional workers, in our midst and 
elsewhere. 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
92 

Lesson 5 

Proper 18 
O Lord, let Your merciful ears be open to the prayers of Your humble 

servants and grant that what they ask may be in accord with Your gracious 

will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:24–37 
68. The Gospels tell of a number of occasions when Jesus took His disciples away from Galilee and 

the crowds of Jews for a “vacation” and for a time of concentrated instruction. Even in Gentile areas, 
there were those who had heard of Him and came to Him for help, even calling Him “Son of David.” It 
would be more surprising if this had not been the case, for the region around Capernaum benefited from 
and contributed to the bustling international trade along the Way of the Sea. Gossip about the Healer in 
Capernaum must have passed from person to person all along the route into Phoenecia. And when they 
went into the Decapolis, they were in the area in which the demoniac healed by Jesus had spread the story 
of his healing (see Mark 5:18–20). 

Fill-in answers: Instead of bristling, she said, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” 

69. Jesus tested her again by just saying, “For this statement you may go your way; the demon has 
left your daughter.” She came looking for a miracle; she left having to trust that the miracle had 
happened. Matthew, however, says Jesus told her, “O woman, great is your faith!” (15:28). We learn to 
approach Jesus in firm faith, confident that He will always act in our best interest—body, soul, and spirit. 
Her persistence in the face of seeming rejection encourages us to persist in prayer. He is, after all, our 
Savior, who loves us and gave Himself for us. We learn also to approach Jesus humbly, not making 
demands, but laying out before Him our particular needs and letting Him sort things out and act according 
to His will. We must be ready to accept crumbs as well as bread; we are, after all, disciples approaching 
our Master. 

70. Jesus took the deaf and mute man aside so he would not be a public spectacle in his need, and so 
the man’s attention would be focused on Jesus Himself and not on others in the crowd.  

71. It surely fits the story to think that “Ephphatha” was the first sound the man heard. Words of 
thanks and praise to Jesus surely were the first sounds he made. 

72. Just as among the Jews, and so now also among the Gentiles, Jesus wanted to be known and 
accepted for who He is and not just for His miracles. The scope of His ministry might also have entered 
in. Later He commanded the apostles to go to all nations with the Gospel, and He surely gave Himself in 
atonement for the sins of all—but of His own ministry, He said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24). The reason He had left Galilee in the first place might have been 
another aspect of this. To get too involved with the people of the Phoenician coast and the Decapolis 
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would have cut sharply into the time He wanted for interaction with His disciples. The result, as was 
usually the case, was “The more He charged them [to tell no one], the more zealously they proclaimed it.” 

73. We need always to rejoice in the Good News of salvation in Jesus. He has opened our eyes to 
see, our ears to hear, and our mouths to speak the Good News of Salvation in Him (see 1 Corinthians 
12:3). 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 35:4–7a 
Isaiah’s prophecy not only dealt with the future of Israel as a nation but also provided God’s people 

with some of the most unique and detailed descriptions of the One who would come as the Messiah and 
of His messianic kingdom. As a result, Isaiah is sometimes called “the Old Testament’s evangelist.” It is 
significant that Jesus, in the Gospels, quoted from all the sections of this book as from “Isaiah the 
prophet.”  

74. Since Isaiah wrote for people who were under threat from their enemies and who would 
experience being exiled as a conquered people, the promise of God’s vengeance against their enemies and 
of the recompense of God was a meaningful way of bringing comfort and assurance to them. This need 
and its resolution in God’s grace applies in its own way to God’s people of every era, and so the ultimate 
significance of “The Ransomed Shall Return” is to be found not only in the establishment of the glorious 
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, but also in the final overthrow of evil and its consequences (see 
Revelation 21:1–8). 

75. The blind, the deaf, the lame, the mute—the disabled—are those who are most at the mercy of 
oppressors. In Isaiah’s picture, they are relieved of disabilities that make them vulnerable before their 
enemies. We surely see the picture fulfilled in God’s also making whole people who are spiritually 
handicapped by sin. The picture of the water flowing in the wilderness is God’s commitment to care for 
His people in all their needs. Anyone who lives in desert country appreciates the metaphor fully (see 
Matthew 6:25–33).  

76. God has His own ways of transforming deserts into gardens also in our lives. Of greatest value 
for us is our Lord’s quenching our thirst with the living water that only He can provide (see John 7:37–
39).  

77. Isaiah’s prophecy found direct fulfillment in Jesus’ ministry. Put these two pericopes together 
and they point clearly to Jesus as the fulfiller of all of the prophecies of the old covenant. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: James 2:1–10, 14–18 
78. When favoritism or partiality is practiced in the life of the Church, it implies that some people 

are of more value than others. This goes counter to the Gospel, which assures us that God values all and 
that Christ died to save all. If we think the rich (or the educated, or the white, or those of certain ethnic 
backgrounds, etc.) are of more value to Christ and His Church than others, and we welcome them more 
than others, we deny that all are saved purely by grace through faith. We all stand on the same level in 
needing and receiving God’s full and free forgiveness in Christ. We judge with evil thoughts, then, when 
we judge others to be “less worthy” of a relationship with Christ that is ours purely through His grace and 
mercy. Favoritism breaks the royal law because it picks and chooses the neighbors it will love instead of 
actively being a neighbor (see Luke 10:25–39). Favoritism reveals that we see ourselves in the “more 
worthy” category. It is related to the basic sin of pride, and it stumbles at God’s way of working out His 
will. 
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79. We combat favoritism, first, by continually standing in awe of the grace of God that has included 
us in His gift of salvation in Christ. When we see ourselves as undeserving of His love, we are able to 
rejoice that He accepts others on the same basis. If God loves us, we ought to love others, for we know He 
loves them just as He loves us.  

Fill-in answers: James makes us see that our partiality generally gives preference to the rich and 
puts down the poor. But his questions about this make us rethink this: “Has not God chosen the poor to be 
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which He has promised to those who love Him? And are not the 
rich the ones who oppress you and drag you into court and blaspheme the honorable name by which you 
were called?” This was the experience of the Christian Jews who fled persecution in Jerusalem, settled in 
villages in Judea and Samaria, and established messianic congregations or home churches. Often they 
were disadvantaged economically by their fellow Jews because of it. 

80. If you take a clean white handkerchief and rub mud on it in only one spot, does it become a dirty 
handkerchief? In the same way, it takes only one sin for a person to be a sinner—as guilty of missing 
God’s mark as the person with many sins. James inserted this here because it helps us see that we really 
do all stand on the same basis before God. The one we think of as a “good person” and the one who is a 
“bad person” both may enjoy life with God only through His forgiving love. The principle underscores 
the fact that we are able to live with God only through His grace in Jesus, regardless of how good and 
respectable we may be in the eyes of those around us. 

81. James’s point is that faith that does not act on what it believes is of no value, just as good wishes 
for a person who needs food and clothing are of no real help. If we believe that God loves everyone 
through Christ, we must learn not only to proclaim this Good News to all in words, but also to apply the 
Good News in actions that help the needy—giving personally to those we know to be in need; 
contributing to Christian social ministry agencies; encouraging governmental and Church programs that 
provide appropriate help. Faith that does not express itself in deeds is just words; it is dead as far as any 
real impact on the believer himself or on those around him is concerned.  

82. Yes, as Christians, we do have to consciously put off the old sinful nature and put on our new 
nature in Christ and discipline ourselves to do what is right and true, even if we don’t feel like it. How 
else would Paul’s admonitions to put off and put on make sense? (See Colossians 4:17–5:20.) Agape love 
is not a sentimental, feeling kind of love, offered only when we feel loving. It is determined, willed love. 
Often doing what is right out of a determined discipleship results in a growing experience of Christian joy 
and satisfaction in doing the very things we had to make ourselves do in the first place. Purposeful service 
often surprises us by becoming joyful service. 

83. This question is intended to encourage individual introspection, to lead to purposeful, joyful 
discipleship. 
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Lesson 6 

Proper 19 
Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to 

preserve Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and 

bless her with Your peace; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 9:14–29 
84. Jesus lamented, “O faithless generation. . . .” Though the disciples had cast out demons in Jesus’ 

name before, their faith was not constant. Jesus had left with the inner three, and the rest of them were on 
their own. It’s easy for faith to falter at such a time. Or maybe their faith was misplaced in themselves as 
“Jesus’ chosen disciples,” and they were just going through the usual procedures in their attempts. Jesus’ 
questions suggest that He had grown weary of their continued lack of understanding regarding His 
mission and their places in it—though He knew that would change when the mission was completed and 
the Holy Spirit came upon them. 

85. Every test of faith provides an opportunity for the believer to return to the Source of his or her 
faith. Jesus tested the father’s faith for his sake—and perhaps for the boy’s as well—but this test also 
caused the disciples to recognize the cause of their failure. Jesus’ “If you can!” made all of them see the 
importance of faith in Jesus as God and Lord. When we boldly confess our faith in Jesus, we do so 
relying on His grace in His Word. Like the father, we have to recognize that unbelief is the opposite of 
faith, and without the Spirit’s power we easily slide into doubts. Instead of entertaining them, we need to 
go back to the Word and ask for the Spirit’s help in strengthening our faith.  

86. Jesus did not provide a healing touch and tell the boy to “Be well.” He spoke to the underlying 
cause of the boy’s seizures and his being deaf and mute: “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, 
come out of him and never enter him again.” Mark says He did this when He saw a crowd come running 
together. Jesus wanted all to see and hear what He was doing in driving out the demon. 

87. “This kind” suggests that there is a kind of hierarchy of power in the demonic world, that some 
are more powerful and resistant to exorcism than others. If that is the case, it makes us thankful to 
remember that as He moved to the cross, Jesus said, “The ruler of this world is judged” (John 16:11). 
Satan, the devil, had no power over Jesus to prevent His saving ministry. We, too, can resist him in the 
Spirit’s power, and he will flee. We may wear the full armor of God and stand against the schemes of the 
devil (see Ephesians 5:10–11). Through faith in Jesus, we have overcome the world and its evil forces 
(see 1 John 5:4–5). For the disciples in that house, it was a reminder that the name of Jesus, which we 
receive for our blessing through faith, is powerful. Conscious prayer to the One who has won the victory 
recognizes that without Him, we cannot, and reminds us that with Him, we can.  
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The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 50:4–10 
Hummel’s comments help us see that the “Servant Songs” point to the Promised One, which is 

clearly the interpretation of the New Testament. The four “Servant Songs” are Isaiah 42:1–4; 49:1–6; 
50:4–11; and 52:13–53:12. 

88. The Servant has been given “the tongue of those who are taught.” He is to use His instructed 
tongue to “sustain with a word him who is weary” (see John 8:28–30; Matthew 11:28–30). The ears of the 
Servant have been opened by the Lord God “to hear as those who are taught” (see John 7:16–16; 8:26). 
The Servant’s attitude is not rebellious. He did not back away from His mission (see John 10:17–18; 
Matthew 26:36–44).  

89. The Servant shows His commitment to going ahead with the Lord’s message and mission by not 
turning back in the face of abuse. Instead, He says, “I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to 
those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting.” He “set [his] face like flint” to 
being the Lord’s Servant (see Luke 9:51–55; 13:31–35). The Servant shows confident trust, saying, “The 
LORD God helps me” and “I have not been disgraced” and “I know that I shall not be put to shame.” The 
same trust is shown with the Servant’s “He who vindicates me is near” and “Who will contend with me . . 
. ?” Still later, He says, “The Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty?” (See John 12:23–33; 
Luke 23:44–46.) 

90. The Servant goes beyond talking about Himself and His mission to being a preacher to God’s 
people when He says, “Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of His servant? Let him who 
walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.” Still today, a 
preacher moves in his sermons beyond just instruction in the Word and in the Good News of Jesus to 
invitation to action and exhortation to do it now. 

91. This lesson relates directly to the Holy Gospel as it describes the nature and attitude of the 
Servant that Jesus displayed in His power as Savior and Lord by driving out the boy’s demonic spirit and 
encouraging full dependence on Jesus as His disciples. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: James 3:1–12 
92. “My brothers” may refer to the whole congregation, but with “we who teach,” James identified 

with his readers—and that makes “my brothers” more appropriately understood as the elders or pastors of 
the house churches. James confessed his own faults and failings as he reminded his readers that they all 
stumble in many ways and need to live under their Lord’s forgiveness. As “bishop,” he was over them in 
the Lord, but he knew he was on the same level with them in terms of their shared ministry—a good 
attitude for all Church officials.  

93. Preachers’ and teachers’ tongues—their preaching and teaching—can have serious effects on 
their congregations. If they are never at fault, but keep their preaching and teaching consistent with the 
Word and the Gospel of Jesus, they lead their people along the way of life. All preachers and teachers 
“stumble” sometimes in their preaching and teaching, but James’s words encourage us to work hard to 
become “perfect” in understanding the Word and in presenting its truths. In their ordination vows, 
Lutheran pastors voluntarily “bridle” themselves to the Bible, as the source and norm of their preaching 
and teaching, and to the Lutheran Confessions, because they are faithful expositions of its teachings and 
practice. 

94. A bit, a rudder, and a small fire all are small in comparison to the horse, the boat, and the forest 
they affect. A bit controls a horse, and a rudder a boat, for good purposes. But a small fire may start a fire 
that destroys a whole forest. The little parables show the positive effects of faithfully preaching and 
teaching God’s truth and the negative effects of false teaching and misleading preaching. A preacher’s 
instructing in the Word and its application to life will be a good influence on those who come with a 
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ready ear. Through his words, the Spirit will lead the congregation to “grow in the grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18), to walk in Christian discipleship, and to 
be dedicated to the Church’s mission. Also, any member’s comments or testimony in a class or a meeting 
can underscore a truth from personal experience and influence others for good. False, “Law mode” 
preaching uses the Bible simply as a manual for good living or as a hammer to force compliance. It 
distracts from the truth and may destroy the hearers. Our sinful nature is always ready to listen to even a 
small degree of “Law mode” preaching that puts us in charge of our own destiny, rather than to hear 
God’s message of sin and repentance and grace. It’s true of the preacher’s tongue and any member’s 
tongue: even little remarks or reactions, or unloving gossip, can plant doubts regarding the Word or 
discourage dedication to the mission. 

95. The tongue is the body’s communication tool and reveals the thoughts of the heart. Giving 
expression to what the sinful mind is thinking hurts the speaker as it reinforces the thoughts and urges 
their expression in actions, and it can have a similar effect on the hearts of those who hear. A tongue 
speaking evil places the speaker under the judgment of God (see Matthew 12:33–37). Sinners, with lives 
set aflame by this “fire” from hell, when speaking from their sinful nature, are restless to promote evil 
because their sinful nature is evil and is ready to poison the minds of others. An example is the promotion 
of immorality, violence, and pornography in the modern media. Our unconcerned society covers evil with 
euphemisms and offers excuses when such materials fan small flames into raging fires. The tongue 
reflects the sinful heart; when we speak spontaneously, we often demonstrate this. Paul describes the 
Christian’s struggle with sin and says there are two “laws” influencing our lives: God’s law of love and 
the law of sin. As Christians, we work to bring our bodies under control of the Word and the Spirit, but on 
this side of heaven, the struggle will go on. Happily, when our sinful nature causes us to stumble into 
sinful expression of sinful thoughts, the Spirit prompts us to renew our life in Jesus through repentance 
and faith (see Matthew 15:18–20; Romans 7:14–25). 

96. James offers basic instruction in controlling tongues: “Be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness that God requires. . . . Be doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. . . . The one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing” 
(1:19–20, 22, 25). Our teachers used to tell us, “That’s why God gave us two ears and only one mouth.” 
Paul’s words tell us to focus on positive values to overcome negative thoughts. 

97. The little illustrations show us that even in nature, we do not find things combined that do not go 
together or are mutually exclusive. When we agree that the same mouth should not express both praise to 
God and curses against our fellowman, we really need to do something about it with the help of our Lord 
and Savior. As disciples, we are to learn to speak the truth to one another in love and grow into mature 
disciples of Jesus (see Ephesians 4:14–16). 
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Lesson 7 

Proper 20 
O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us humility 

and childlike faith that we may please You in both will and deed; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 9:30–37 
98. The disciples of Jesus did not understand Jesus’ words about His suffering and dying, even when 

accompanied by assurance of His rising again, because such words were contrary to all their expectations 
of Jesus as the Christ. They shared the general Jewish view that had politicized the messianic hopes. They 
still had to learn that Jesus really is the Lamb of God and that His kingdom is not of this world. The 
disciples were afraid to ask Jesus about it because they knew that He had talked to them about this before.  

99. The kingdom the disciples anticipated still had an earthly cast in their minds, in spite of what the 
transfiguration of Jesus had revealed about Him. They were concerned about having positions of 
prominence and power in that kind of earthly kingdom. They were not ready to think of the Kingdom in 
spiritual terms. Jesus could not just ignore their misconceptions nor their selfish ambitions. He wanted 
them to know that they would never be beyond His awareness of what was going on in their hearts and 
lives, and He wanted them to understand that their whole attitude ran counter to what He was teaching 
them about the Kingdom and their places in it. He would enter His glory by way of a cross, and they were 
to learn to imitate Him in giving humble service to Him and to those around them. There is no other way 
for us in this kingdom in which the King displayed His glory by humbly serving us. 

100. Wanting to be first places others second, third, or lower. It usually means you want a position 
of prominence and privilege and power so others will flatter and serve you. It is incompatible with a 
relationship with the One who came not to be served but to serve and to give Himself. Those who want to 
be first usually see themselves as first in terms of being more deserving of honor instead of first in terms 
of service they are to give to those around them. Our society is full of a “We’re number one!” attitude. In 
the Kingdom, “number one” is the one who is last and the servant of all. 

101. Diakonos comes into Church life in the word deacon. The title is used in the New Testament 
for some Church leaders who were given positions of service. It emphasizes that all Church leaders are to 
be servants (see 1 Peter 5:1–4). As we keeping faith’s eye on the Lord who willingly served us, God 
strengthens our faith and generates a responsive love and a desire to serve in His name (see Ephesians 
5:1–2). Then it becomes a matter of our consciously looking for the need we can fill and taking positive, 
practical steps to fill it. Growth in ability to serve and in enjoyment of the service given will follow (see 
John 13:2–17). 

102. Everything that is done in Jesus’ name is done out of a faith/love relationship with Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. We are attached to Him in faith, and thus we are committed to learning and practicing 
the life principles that He exemplified and taught (see the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5–7). Jesus 
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attached this blessing: when we receive (and serve) one of His little ones in His name, we receive Him, 
and when we receive Him, we receive the Father who sent Him (see Matthew 25:34–40). An interesting 
sidelight of Jesus’ words about receiving little children in His name is the influence that this attitude 
eventually had on the position of children (and women) in Western civilization. It was through the 
influence of the Church that women and children gained personal status in our society, and every 
individual life came to be valued. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 11:18–20 
103. Jeremiah learned about the plot against his life when the Lord revealed the matter to him. 
104. Jeremiah continued to carry out his mission, confident that his faithfulness would be rewarded 

and that his enemies would be thwarted in their opposition to him. 
105. If Jeremiah’s concern was not just for himself, his own comfort and safety, but for the mission 

he had been given, then his prayer that the Lord oppose and stop those who were misleading the people 
and threatening to end his ministry is appropriate. It is significant that he did not take matters into his own 
hands, but turned it all over to the Lord. In similar circumstances, so must we (see Romans 12:17–21). 

106. Jeremiah’s experience was a kind of prototype of what God’s true Prophet, Jesus, was going to 
experience at the hands of those who rejected Him and His message. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: James 3:13–4:10 
Fill-in answers: James said, “Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let 

him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.” 
107. “Earthly” denotes a preoccupation with this life, as if that’s all there is. “Unspiritual” describes 

an insensitivity to God as Creator and especially as Redeemer in Jesus Christ. “Demonic” suggests a 
rebellious attitude that refuses to acknowledge and live according to the truth, even though a person 
knows better. Theologians describe the sinful nature as curvatus in se—we are curved in upon ourselves, 
our will, our desires. James here calls it “jealousy and selfish ambition.” Worldly wisdom aims at exalting 
people until they see themselves as the center of their universe. It says, “If you don’t look out for number 
one, no one else will. If you don’t make use of opportunities to get ahead, you will lose out.” The result of 
envy and selfish ambitions is disorder and every evil practice. The corruption and crime and violence in 
human society are cases in point. Commercialism plays on the human tendency to selfish ambitions and 
envy. Your group will think of pertinent examples; have one ready yourself.  

108. Let your group analyze and interpret the qualities of heavenly wisdom. Their wording may be 
different, but basically they mean: pure—without impurities that make it ineffective or dangerous; 
peaceable—aiming at good relationships with others, avoiding contention; gentle—seeing the needs and 
the points of view of others, not running rough-shod over them; open to reason—conciliatory, not 
dominating or stubborn; full of mercy and good fruits—feeling for people and actively trying to help 
them; impartial—offering love and help to all, not just to those who can return the favor; sincere—open 
and honest because we live under God’s grace. All of these qualities are aimed at helping others in service 
to God; they are not self-serving or manipulative, trying to get something instead of giving. 

109. The harvest of righteousness sown in peace by those who make peace is the horizontal result of 
enjoying vertical righteousness with God through Christ. Peacemakers imitate God in establishing 
relationships with those around them in ways that are right and good. Paul adds the phrase “as much as it 
depends on you.” Sometimes others are unwilling to live in peace with you. 
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Fill-in answers: James asked, “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not 
this, that your passions are at war within you?” 

110. “You do not have because you do not ask.” When Christians desire things they know are not in 
accord with God’s will, they usually don’t talk to God about them at all. Coveting such things gives them 
God’s place in our hearts, effectively blocking communication with Him (see Colossians 3:5). James 
says, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” Asking God 
as if what you desire is God-pleasing when you know it isn’t, or asking as if selfish desire is unselfish, 
does not fool God. He does not honor prayers in which His people want to manipulate Him to do their 
will instead of seeking His will, or when they ask for things that will be harmful to them physically or 
spiritually. Praying “in Jesus’ name” implies asking for what will truly be good for us and equip us more 
fully for service in His kingdom.  

111. When what we desire and pursue and get for ourselves is just the temporary possessions and 
pleasures of this world, we find them only temporarily satisfying. We easily find ourselves needing the 
bigger, the better, the more intense, to gain the same measure of satisfaction. Addictions, whether 
physical or emotional, are fabricated in this way, and cannot really be satisfied. Jesus said, “Life does not 
consist in the abundance of [one’s] possessions” (Luke 12:15).  

“Friendship with the world” here means making this temporary life and its things and pleasures our 
main concern. All of us are guilty of loving the world too easily, and we need to confess this honestly and 
take steps to renew the proper direction in our lives. When James says “Whoever wishes [wills] to be a 
friend of the world,” he makes it an either/or matter. Jesus said, “You cannot serve God and money.” 
Willful sin, willfully being a friend of the world, breaks relationship with Jesus and requires willing 
repentance and redirection of life. 

112. Submit—hupotagete (an aorist passive), means “be subject to.” Paul uses the same Greek word 
(hypotassesthō; a present passive; “be subject to” in the ESV) in Romans 13:1 in reference to being 
subject to the governing authorities. Being subject to God is a matter of “swearing allegiance” to Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord. It is He who has won the victory over the devil and who has set us free so we 
are able in the power of the Spirit to resist the devil. He equips us with the full armor of God. It is Jesus 
who opens the Father’s heart to us so that we may come near to Him in prayer and praise as the Spirit 
moves and guides us. James reminds us that we never get to be such a good Christian that we don’t need 
repentance and forgiveness. Humbly receiving God’s grace lets Him exalt us as He wants to, not as we 
may think He should. 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
101 

Lesson 8 

Proper 21 
Everlasting Father, source of every blessing, mercifully direct and 

govern us by Your Holy Spirit that we may complete the works You 

have prepared for us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 9:38–50 
113. The outsider driving out demons evidently had faith in Jesus and, even more, faith in the power 

of the name of Jesus. He no doubt had seen Jesus helping people in this way, and he probably had seen 
the disciples of Jesus do it in Jesus’ name, so he was confident that the power was in the name of Jesus.  

114. There is no suggestion here that just not opposing Jesus is enough. On another occasion, Jesus 
turned the principle around, saying, “Whoever is not with Me is against Me” (Matthew 12:30). Together, 
the statements imply that neutrality in regard to Jesus is impossible. He forces us to be either for or 
against Him and all for which He stands. When we see unauthorized, unsupervised, independent Gospel 
ministry, we understandably have theological and doctrinal concerns, but usually we ignore it and hope it 
will go away. It is more helpful when Church leaders interest themselves in such work and try to offer the 
guidance and stability it needs, and maybe bring it willingly under their general supervision. There is a 
danger in just being against it.  

115. Every act of kindness done in Jesus’ name to help one of His servants is significant because it 
is evidence of faith and love—qualities Jesus died to bring to effect in people. Every such act is to His 
glory and furthers His purposes as it supports the proclamation of the Gospel. We should also keep in 
mind, however, that a clear witness to Jesus must accompany the service done in His name. 

116. The responsibility of being a good Christian example of faith and life is so great that the worst 
possible physical death is preferable to being responsible to God for misleading one of His children.  

117. Sin grows out of the sinful heart (see Matthew 15:19–20). Cutting off body parts will not stop 
sinning. Monks in the monastery found that they took their sinful hearts into their cells with them. With 
His hyperbole, Jesus was saying that we should go to any length to avoid anything in life that might lead 
us to walk in persistent, willful sin. 

118. We live in daily forgiveness. As a result, we are to walk in newness of life. Willful sin deadens 
relationship with Jesus and will make meaningful repentance less possible (see Hebrews 3:12–15; 6:4–6; 
10:26–31). 

119. The salt Jesus spoke of so mysteriously here has to be the purifying and preserving power of 
the Holy Spirit, working faith and discipleship in us through the Gospel and the Sacraments. We live at 
peace with one another when Jesus and His Good News are at the center of our lives. Our being blessed 
by the Spirit of Jesus leads us to rejoice in others who are similarly blessed, not to reject and oppose 
them. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29 
120. The Lord’s response to the people’s complaint was to give them what they were asking for: 

meat to eat and eat—until they were sick of it! God’s judgment of sin sometimes is to let us sin until we 
are sick of sinning—and find we are still unsatisfied (see Romans 1:21–32). 

121. God solved Moses’ discouragement by providing help for him by sending His Spirit to enable 
70 of Israel’s elders to assist him in leadership.  

122. As Moses himself indicated, it was probably jealousy for his master’s position as the Lord’s 
prophet to Israel that led Joshua to urge Moses to stop Eldad’s and Medad’s prophesying. Moses was not 
so concerned about a threat to his leadership. He knew who he was, and that his authority rested squarely 
on the Lord’s call. Instead of being insecure, he welcomed this evidence of the Lord’s moving to help him 
and his people. 

123. This incident teaches us that while the Lord does have individuals whom He has called and 
enabled for leadership, their ultimate purpose is to equip all of God’s people for service in the power of 
the Spirit (see Ephesians 4:11–16).  

124. Eldad and Medad represent the same unauthorized ministry as the outsider who was driving out 
demons in Jesus’ name. Neither Jesus nor Moses ordered that they be stopped. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: James 5:1–20 
125. The rich oppressors were not fellow Christians. James does not even call them to repentance. 

He only places God’s just judgment on them, which includes circumstances during their earthly life,  
but ultimately will involve eternal condemnation. They will hear Jesus’ “You did not do it to Me” (see 
Matthew 25:41–45). 

126. Gold and silver are precious metals. Gold does not corrode, and silver corrodes only very 
slowly. James said the gold and silver of the rich oppressors had no more lasting value than the basest of 
metals. Corrosion will not only destroy the value of the gold and silver, but will be evidence against the 
rich oppressors and will eat their flesh like fire. They will face God’s final judgment, but His Law is also 
self-executive; punishments are built into the sins themselves. That they built their lives on things of no 
eternal value would not provide satisfaction. It would eat their flesh like fire, producing nothing 
substantive, only a desire for more meaningless things. The sin of materialism does that. Hoarding wealth 
is often done at the expense of those instrumental in gaining the wealth. Hoarding surely is done at the 
expense of the world’s needy, who require our love and concern. “The last days” are the era since Christ 
completed our salvation and commissioned His Church to carry the Gospel message to the world. Christ’s 
return as judge is always imminent, for nothing else has to happen in God’s plan for His creation. Living 
in awareness of this prompts us to practice a Christian stewardship of life that lays up treasures in heaven. 

Men hired for sowing and cultivating and mowing and threshing were generally day laborers. They 
were ready to do any kind of work and were aware that they would be paid only a day’s wages. They 
needed that now to provide for themselves and their families. That concept was in Jesus’ parable about 
equal pay for unequal work (Matthew 20:1–16). The gracious owner of the vineyard paid all workers 
what they needed, not what they earned. James says that the workers and their withheld wages are heard 
by God as they cried out for justice—until finally, God would hear their testimony one last time and 
pronounce His judgment.  

127. Cattle in a feed lot go on eating and fattening themselves right until they are moved into the 
trailer that will haul them to the slaughterhouse. Similarly, the ungodly rich just go on living in luxury 
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and self-indulgence without awareness or concern that their time of reckoning is coming, and may come 
tomorrow or even today. 

128. When things are not going well in a Church and its members are under pressure because of the 
bad situation, the easiest thing to do is to grumble and gossip about it to others and even to pick out 
someone to judge and blame who is “not doing his part to help correct the situation”—and thus excuse 
yourself. It has been called “circling the wagons and aiming your guns inside the circle.” Complaining 
about and criticizing others in the Christian fellowship sets a person up for being judged by the measure 
he is applying to his brother or sister in Christ (see Matthew 7:1–5). Living in awareness that “the Judge 
is standing at the door” surely must make our own shortcomings the focus of our attention instead of 
looking at others with criticism and judgment. That will lead us to look to our Lord for the remedy we 
need and not condemn our brother or sister for needing it too (1 Peter 1:17–22). 

Fill-in answers: James told how to use the Lord’s name appropriately in everyday life: “Is anyone 
among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord. . . . and the Lord will raise him up.”  

129. In the New Testament, one Greek word for “anoint,” chriō, is generally used for sacred acts 
while another Greek work, aleiphō, generally refers to various outward anointings including that with oil 
or other substances for the healing of the sick, Mary’s anointing of Jesus’ feet, the attempted anointing of 
Jesus’ body following His burial, and so on. Here, the Greek text has aleiphantes elaiō, “having oiled 
with oil,” denoting the use of olive oil as a palliative. The sick believer’s body was rubbed with oil “in the 
name of the Lord”—in connection with the Lord’s redeeming work and with the prayer for healing.  

The faith is faith in Jesus Christ as Redeemer and Lord. “The prayer of the faith” refers to that faith 
being expressed by the sick believer in sending for the elders and by the elders in their praying over him, 
and finally the congregation is involved in intercession for him. Recalling sins of the past might cause the 
sick believer to doubt God’s forgiveness and even think that his sickness is a direct result of those sins. 
Assurance of forgiveness in Jesus’ name removes doubt and restores assurance. 

Fill-in answers: “Keep on confessing your sins to one another, and keep on praying for one another, 
that you may keep on being healed.” 

130. Confessing sins and hearing assurance of forgiveness in Jesus’ name emphasizes the gracious 
quality of our whole relationship with God through Jesus. Forgiveness and healing are always His gifts of 
grace to us. 

131. We are righteous in God’s sight because, as Paul said, “[God] made [His Son] to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). John 
reminds us, “If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts” (see 1 John 3:16–24). Hebrews 
points us to Jesus’ high priestly, once-for-all atoning sacrifice (see Hebrews 9:11–15). Beggars recognize 
that they are dependent on the good graces of the one to whom they are appealing for help, but they are 
assertive and do not give up (see Luke 18:1–8). That’s God’s promise to us when we keep on asking, 
seeking, and knocking. We surely ought to take Him at His word and expect Him to live up to His 
promise (see Luke 11:5–13; Psalm 57:1–3).  
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Lesson 9 

Proper 22 
Merciful Father, Your patience and loving-kindness toward us have 

no end. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may always think and do 

those things that are pleasing in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 10:2–16 
132. Moses, as Israel’s political leader, had to set up a system of laws permitting and governing 

divorce because, as Jesus put it, the Israelites were too hard-hearted to live fully according to the ideals of 
God’s will.  

133. As we listen to Jesus’ words on the subject of divorce, we know that in this, and in many 
matters, the real question for Christians is “Is it consistent with God’s will for us?” (See 1 Corinthians 
6:12–20.) The temporary provision for divorce under Moses was an allowance for sin.  

134. The Scripture says a husband and a wife become one flesh in marriage. In God’s arithmetic for 
marriage, “one plus one equals one.” This is implicit in God’s intentions for the sexual relationship: 
bodies unite in sexual intercourse. But much more than the physical is involved. Paul said that’s true even 
of immoral sexual relations (see 1 Corinthians 6:13). Jesus insisted that this union is not just a social 
convention; it is God, the Creator, who joins husbands and wives in the marital union. Based on God’s 
intentions, Jesus stated that man should not break this divinely established union, but it should continue 
and grow in a setting of exclusiveness and permanence. Commitment to this by both husband and wife 
provides the stability and security needed for their mutual growth in love. 

In our own and our society’s sinfulness, it is important that we not overlook the Bible’s exceptions 
regarding divorce. When a spouse is unfaithful in marriage, his or her faithful spouse is not bound to 
remain in the marriage. That being said, in the case of infidelity the innocent party is also not bound to 
seek a divorce.  

135. Adultery is sexual unfaithfulness, porneia, in marriage. Sexual unfaithfulness breaks the 
marriage bond and adulterates God’s intentions for the marriage union. When we remember that 
adulterate means “to corrupt, abase, make impure,” we would have to say that every divorce adulterates 
this gift of God. It is not God’s will that what He has joined together be separated. We must also be aware 
that the marriage relationship can be adulterated in other ways besides divorce. When a marriage has 
fallen into lovelessness and abusive behavior, God’s intentions are adulterated even when there is no 
divorce, and a divorce may just formally recognize that what should be there is not there. We always need 
a tender conscience toward God’s will, especially when, in our weakness and limitations, our situation 
prompts us to take actions we know are not fully in line with God’s original intentions for us. 
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136. The disciples probably rebuked the mothers because they were trying to shield Jesus from 
being bothered—and perhaps because they wanted His attention themselves. After all, it was just little 
children who were involved, and they didn’t have a very high standing in the world of people of that day. 

137. We must become childlike (not childish) to receive the Kingdom.  

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 2:18–25 
138. The man’s giving the animals appropriate names is evidence of the gift of intelligence with 

which God had blessed him. It sounds simple, and it is elementary. But recognizing differences and 
classifying according to differences is a basic function of science. The first steps of science (knowledge) 
were taken in the garden.  

139. The Lord’s making woman from the man’s rib indicates that the woman was not a new and 
different creation but that both are the same essential creation: human. Male and female were created in 
God’s holy image with full capability of living according to God’s will. They had different roles and 
different contributions to make to their relationship (Ephesians 5:21–33), but as God’s creatures and 
children, men and women are equal. 

140. This is the application: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” Marriage is a commitment to our giving priority, next to our 
relationship with God, to our relationship with our spouses. All other human relationships are to take 
second place to it. When this priority is not given, spouses suffer and marriages fail—and ultimately 
society itself suffers when the nuclear family disintegrates.  

141. This lesson is the Scripture from which Jesus quoted in the Gospel. This affirms for us that a 
lifelong, one-flesh union of one man and one woman was God’s intention for marriage from the 
beginning. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 2:1–18 
142. “The message declared by angels” refers to the Sinaitic Covenant. What role they played in that 

declaration we do not know from Scripture. However, we do know that it was God who spoke the Law.  
The law was so binding that “every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution.” The 

ceremonial law, with its sacrificial system pointing forward to Christ, was the means by which the Lord 
mediated His grace to His Old Testament people. Their disregarding it or not carrying it out faithfully 
effectively separated them from His grace and placed them under His judgment. His letting them be 
conquered by pagans and carried off into exile were extreme expressions of that judgment. Always, His 
punishment of His wayward people was intended to bring them to their senses, and back to Him in 
faithfulness to His covenant commands (see Hosea 6:1–3). 

143. If faithfulness to the promise and the prototype was important, faithfulness to the fulfillment 
and the real thing has to be far more important. St. Paul described the Jews as having a veil over their 
minds as they read their Old Testament Scriptures (see 2 Corinthians 3:7–18). It was not as easy for them 
to see the Lord’s ultimate purpose in the covenant of promise as it is for us for whom the veil has been 
removed as we hear of the fulfillment of the covenant promise in Jesus Christ in our New Testament 
Scriptures. The question asked by the writer is very pointed: “How shall we escape if we neglect such a 
great salvation?” We need to reckon with the fact that when we, with unveiled faces, contemplate the 
Lord’s glory, we hear the Good News of a completed salvation offered full and free to us by our gracious 
God. We immediately become much more accountable for a response of faith and discipleship than those 
who lived before its fulfillment by Christ or those of our day who have not heard the Good News. 
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144. Jesus was made lower than the angels “so that by the grace of God He might taste death for 
everyone.” Death is the wages earned by sin. For us to receive what we have earned would mean eternal 
separation from God. In love, God determined to accept those wages on our behalf—but because it was 
by a man that sin came, it had to be by a Man that redemption was achieved. The creating Word (John 
1:1–5) became one of us (John 1:14) to become the once-for-all atoning propitiation for sin, the Eternal 
One accepting the consequences of our sin on our behalf.  

145. “Make perfect,” teleiōsai, does not imply any moral imperfection in Jesus that needed 
correction through discipline. It is better understood as “make complete,” as in the sense of achieving a 
telos, or goal.  Fill-in answers: To emphasize the Son’s full identification with our humanity as Jesus, the 
writer said that both Jesus and we have one origin, and that Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers. To 
back this up, he quoted from Psalm 22: “I will tell of your name to my brothers” and “in the midst of the 
congregation I will sing your praise.”  

146. Strikingly, the writer quoted from the Old Testament and said that Jesus said them. This falls 
into place for us when we see all of Old Testament history and revelation as pointing ahead to the 
fulfillment of God’s saving plan in the coming of His Son into human flesh. The prophets were His 
spokesmen; in effect, He was speaking through them. Attributing these words to Jesus emphasized the 
amazing truth: it is none other than the Son of God who became our brother in the flesh to taste of death 
for all humankind! This was God’s plan of salvation all along. 

147. The penalty of death laid on Jesus was no victory for Satan. He had tried to gain influence in 
Jesus’ life and had failed (see Matthew 4:1–11). Instead, Jesus overcame the devil for us by willingly 
accepting our penalty of death on behalf of a sinful humanity (see John 10:14–18). In the eternal moment 
on the cross, the Eternal One paid the eternal penalty of banishment from God’s presence (see Matthew 
27:45–46). By suffering and dying in our place, for our sins, He has removed the sting of death. Death, 
hell, and the devil no longer threaten our eternity. We don’t have to accept the wages we have earned, but 
we can now receive God’s gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. As a result, we may be free 
from fear of death (see John 14:1–3; 1 Corinthians 15:51–57). The One who died for us is risen and 
ruling, and still says to us, “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). We are free from slavery to 
the fear of death so that now we may live for Him who died for us and rose again (see 2 Corinthians 5:14–
15). 

Fill-in answers: To emphasize that the destruction of the one who holds the power of death and the 
freedom of those who were slaves under the fear of death is not just some spiritual imagery, the writer 
states that it is not angels that the incarnate Son of God helps, but it is Abraham’s descendants. Call 
attention to the fact that this includes all those who share Abraham’s faith (see Galatians 3:26–29).  

148. Jesus’ perfect human life and His suffering in atonement for our sins could not have been 
effective if He had only pretended for a while to be our substitute before God. He became like us in every 
way—except in sinning, the quality that man added to God’s design—so He could truly be Representative 
Man, our Savior. 1 Corinthians 15:20–22 speaks of the resurrection, but in the principle it states, it can 
also apply to Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the cross. When we are tempted, we can be comforted and 
encouraged by the fact that Jesus knows what we are going through, and when, in spite of our most 
determined efforts, we fail, His forgiving love is not withheld from us (see 1 John 2:1–2). The fact that 
Jesus walked the path of temptation on our behalf and overcame encourages us and assures us that in His 
power, we, too, can overcome (see Ephesians 6:10–18).  “To help” assures us that it is at the time of our 
being tempted that our Lord Jesus is most ready to hear our cries for help and run to us to rescue us and to 
enable us with His Spirit. 
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Lesson 10 

Proper 23 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and follows us, help 

us to forsake all trust in earthly gain and to find in You our heavenly 

treasure; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 10:17–22 
149. Jesus knew that the young man’s wealth held a place of high priority in his heart of hearts. The 

fact that he went away downcast indicates that Jesus had touched the point that needed to be corrected. 
The young man needed to find out that it would not be enough just for him to do more in his religious 
devotion. He needed to clarify and decide for himself to whom and to what he would give the allegiance 
of his heart. Jesus wanted him to deal honestly with God’s demand on his heart and his life as a prelude to 
his looking to Jesus for the forgiveness he needed to experience. He needed humbly to receive God’s 
grace, not proudly assert the quality of his religious performance.  

150. Each of us must try to answer honestly the question about our own priorities. As people living 
in an affluent society, we surely will want to have a look at how much emphasis we place on having 
enough money to sustain the standard of living we enjoy or would like to enjoy. When we have been 
honest with ourselves as Jesus’ disciples, we need to take appropriate, practical action to correct the 
misdirection of our hearts.  

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 
151. The list of charges brought by Amos against Israel’s rich and powerful includes “You . . .  turn 

justice to wormwood and cast down righteousness to the earth!”; “[You] hate him who reproves in the 
gate, and . . . abhor him who speaks the truth”; “You trample on the poor and you exact taxes of grain 
from him”; “You . . . afflict the righteous . . . [and] take a bribe”; “You turn aside the needy in the gate.” 
Under God’s judgment, the end result of selfishly exploiting the poor would be: “You have built houses 
of hewn stone, but you shall not dwell in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not 
drink their wine.” 

152. We can see all of these social evils in our society too. The message of Amos is that no society 
can endure when such things have become a matter of course—especially not a society that knows better 
because it knows the Lord and His will. 

153. Amos’s “he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time” spoke to his own experience: that 
people do not like to hear bad news and surely do not like to hear that they will be responsible for the 
doom that awaits them. Amos was rejected and even forced to leave Israel. He could have avoided this by 
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being “prudent” and not speaking up, but he said, “The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord GOD 
has spoken; who can but prophesy?” (3:8). We cannot draw a general principle from these words of Amos 
and think they give us permission to be quiet in the face of injustice. To be consistent with God’s will and 
purpose for us, we need to speak up. It is a truism: “All that is needed for evil to triumph is for the good 
to do nothing.” 

Fill-in answers: Amos’s words of hope were built on the Israelites seeking good and not evil so 
intently that they would hate evil and love good. This goes beyond short-term effort to total commitment. 

154. A remnant is a small, leftover piece of cloth at the end of a bolt of cloth. The Old Testament 
history is the story of such a remnant—the faithful few of every generation who kept the covenant faith 
and survived catastrophes that threatened the nation. Amos’s use of remnant pointed to hope for some in 
Israel after the dire things he was predicting. 

155. In the remnant concept, the Church works in an awareness of Jesus’ words about few being 
“chosen” though the many are “called” (see Matthew 22:14, 16). The Church will always be a remnant of 
society—and the true Church, the Body of Christ, may always be a remnant of those who are listed as 
members, but many of whom are not actively disciples of Jesus. 

156. The remnant concept keeps us from being discouraged as we extend His call to our world, for 
we know that the choosing is His to do, not ours. It also brings us a sense of assurance in our work for 
Him, for it tells us that the remnant will be part of every generation in human history. God will reach out 
to His chosen ones through us. We are to be serious about our faith and about our living up to the calling 
we have received, and work hard to bring the Good News to rescue God’s chosen remnant in our time and 
place. 

157. The attachment to things that caused spiritual rot in Israel is the same as that which caused the 
mistaken priorities of the rich young man. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 3:12–19 
158. The author of Hebrews repeatedly used the word today to stress the urgency of the Jewish 

Christians’ being firm in their faith in Jesus and continuing in their discipleship. They needed to give 
careful thought to what they were doing in considering a return to Judaism. It was a warning against the 
temptation of the Jewish Christians to go back to a religion that was basically legalistic. In the power of 
the Spirit, they had come to know that God does not desire just outward religious formalities but wants 
expressions of an inner faith. He looks for inner motivation out of an essential relationship with Him. 
Their going back to just being religious Jews could not take the place of the new spiritual life they had 
received in Christ Jesus. The Jewish Christians would continue to share in Christ only “if indeed [they 
held their] original confidence [in Christ] firm to the end.” 

159. First he called them “those who were disobedient”; then he said “they were unable to enter 
because of unbelief.” The Bible, especially this Letter to the Hebrews, uses the words believe and obey 
interchangeably. They are intimately related, for faith always prompts obedience, and true obedience from 
the heart is always motivated by faith. Together, the two words forced the Jewish Christians to understand 
that they could not leave the Christian fellowship and go back under the umbrella of Judaism for safety, 
and tell themselves that they could go on believing in Jesus as their promised Messiah privately, in their 
heart. Their no longer giving a public confession of faith with the Christian fellowship would involve 
them in a disobedience that, in the end, would undercut and destroy their faith. 

160. When God’s call to faith and obedience confronts us in the “today” of own lives, there is 
always the urgency to respond at that opportune moment. Because we carry around our sinful nature, we 
can say no to what the Word says to us—and each of us is always only a step away from doing that. 
Every generation must respond to Christ’s call for itself. We can never claim that He did not speak to us 
in our own life situation. Having heard the Word of Christ and having been blessed with new life and 
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faith, we are accountable before God for our continued response to Him. If we put God off, it becomes 
less probable that we will be able to deal with His call or pass His test “tomorrow.” Sincere repentance 
and faith cannot be premeditated to be carried out at a later day. Refusing to respond or trying to delay 
response has a hardening effect on the heart, so today is always the time for each of us to respond 
decisively. But we are not left on our own in all of this. Today is also the day when God gives His Holy 
Spirit to us to strengthen us in faith and hope and love through His Word. Martin Luther pointed to the 
tension between being and becoming. Ephesians 2:1–10 assures us we are saved. 2 Timothy 3:14–17 
encourages us to become more complete as we grow through the Word. The Good Shepherd does not 
easily let go of the sheep He has found and made a part of His flock. He comes to us in all of our todays 
to strengthen our faith and lead us to obedience. 
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Lesson 11 

Proper 24 
O God, Your divine wisdom sets in order all things in heaven and on 

earth. Put away from us all things hurtful and give us those things 

that are beneficial for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 10:23–31 
161. It is difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom of God because it is so easy to trust in riches and 

what they will do for us instead of trusting God and using wealth to serve His purposes. A coin provides 
an illustration: Held at arm’s length, it is just part of the scene, but as it is drawn closer to the eye, it 
blocks out more and more until only it can be seen. Jesus said, “You cannot serve both God and money” 
(Luke 16:13). 

162. God can perform His miracle of rebirth in Jesus Christ even in rich people. Whatever has 
become our “god”—money, pleasures, power, pride, people—is removed from the throne of our hearts as 
the Spirit of Jesus asserts His Lordship in us (see Romans 8:5–14). When a rich person consciously turns 
from attachment to things to be attached to Jesus Christ and His Way, also his wealth can become a 
means of glorifying Jesus’ name and serving the purposes of His kingdom. Yes, rich people, middle-class 
people, poor people—we all must give up our sense of our owning what we have by consciously “giving 
it up to Jesus” and acknowledging His ownership of it all. It is not enough to give Him a first portion or 
tithe and imagine that the rest belongs to us to do with as we choose. He deserves and demands ownership 
of 100 percent of whatever He gives us. Then He gives it back to us for our responsible management of 
what belongs to Him as Christian stewards. This transaction cannot be done only in principle; it must be 
demonstrated in the practical realities of everyday living. It is the only way to deal with the challenge 
presented to us after Jesus’ interaction with this young man (see Luke 14:25–35). Jesus said, “With man it 
is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” We need to interact directly and 
consciously with our heavenly Father, who knows our needs (Matthew 6:8) and loves to give us the Holy 
Spirit (Luke 11:11–13); and with Lord Jesus (1 Corinthians 2:20 and Philippians 4:13); and with the Holy 
Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). Like the prophet of old, we must tell Him, “Bring me back, that I may be 
restored” (Jeremiah 31:18).  

163. In His promise to those who give up everything for Him, Jesus is obviously not talking just in 
earthly, material terms. At the same time, the new perspective on life that faith brings to us can enable 
also the gift of wealth to be a blessing. When Jesus has become the primary focus of life, wealth is not 
seen as a means of satisfying our own desires but as a means of serving His purposes in the life mission to 
which He has called us. Generous Christian giving, in a measure appropriate to the wealth God gives us, 
is an essential part of Christian discipleship. In your Christian giving, instead of asking “How much of my 
money should I devote to the cause of the Kingdom?” ask, “How much of God’s money should I be using 
for myself and my needs and desires?” 
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164. Following as they do His stern call to the rich young man and His assurances to Peter, Jesus’ 
words are a warning against presuming merit. Things are turned around in the Kingdom, as His 
Beatitudes show. In the verses that follow, Jesus again predicted His death, by which He not only would 
rescue and save but also display the servanthood that would be the lifestyle in His kingdom—the slave 
being chief, the servant the greatest.  

165. Answers will vary. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 
166. The basic evil that results from love of money and wealth is not finding satisfaction in it and 

instead, being driven to gain more and more. Jesus said, “You cannot serve [love] both God and money” 
(Luke 16:13). Living under God’s love and learning to love Him in return brings satisfaction with what 
He wills for life. Living for money is chasing the wind. When wealth increases, the workers who produce 
the wealth increase, and the desires of wife and children and grandchildren increase because of what 
wealth might give them. A laborer has only the responsibility of getting up and going to work the next 
day, and he is confident he can do that. A rich man has the responsibilities of the management of his 
business or farms in an uncertain environment. His “full stomach” keeps him awake with his planning and 
worrying. 

167. Riches “kept to his hurt” implies a life that is built on riches and on the drive to have more 
riches. In an uncertain world, ventures intended to increase riches may not accomplish this, and may 
mean the whole investment is lost. Other circumstances, such as war and natural calamities, can make 
riches disappear in a moment of time. He may have nothing to give his son as an inheritance, and he 
surely will have nothing in his hand to take with him for the next life. He eats in darkness in much 
vexation and sickness and anger because he has built his life on things. Things do not bring satisfaction 
and may disappear in a hurry. A poor man usually doesn’t need antacids like a rich man does.  

168. What allows a man eat and drink and find enjoyment in all his toil in the few days God gives 
him is an acceptance of God’s will for him and seeing all of life as God’s gift to him—living with joy and 
thankfulness in his heart and making the most of life’s true opportunities in relation to God and other 
people. Such a person will not remember the past with disappointment and regret over what might have 
been, or with vexation and anger because life isn’t what it used to be because he has experienced loss of 
things or of strength and health. 

169. This Old Testament Lesson shows us the frustration intrinsic to love of money and wealth; the 
Holy Gospel shows us the strong bondage the love of money and wealth can impose on the rich. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 4:1–16 
Fill-in answers: The writer emphasized the urgency of entering the rest by saying, “Let us fear lest 

any of you should seem to have failed to reach it” (v. 1). Then he underscored this by resuming his 
emphasis of the opportune “Today” (v. 7), in which God reaches out to us with the Gospel. 

170. The Sabbath rest in the here and now is the peace of God that surpasses all understanding is 
guarding our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. We find our rest in Christ, for He has accomplished once 
for all what is required for our salvation. Ultimately, the Sabbath rest is the eternal life that Jesus has won 
for us in His heavenly kingdom.  

This is not a reference to our failing and falling, nor even our doubting. It was a warning for the 
Jewish Christians—and it remains a warning for us—against willfully turning from Jesus Christ to 
unbelief. 
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Fill-in answers: God’s Word is living and active. It is penetrating to the point where it discerns and 
judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart as well as outward actions, as it exposes sin and extends 
the invitation of the Gospel. But God’s Word is also power to make things happen. The Spirit works with 
the Word to enable the response that God desires. 

171. We can be honest about our sins, confess them, and seek God’s grace through repentant faith in 
His Son. Through the Gospel, the Holy Spirit turns us around so that we can seize our “today” and find 
God’s assurance in it. When His Law cuts into us to expose our sin, God intent is to forgive our sin and to 
heal us with the assurance of His forgiveness in the Gospel, which draws us to Him in faith and to His 
service in love. 

172. Calling Jesus the “high priest who has passed through the heavens” pointed to His ascension 
and return to the Father’s right hand, where He rules all things for the benefit of His own. He was for us 
in His life and death and resurrection, and He is for us now as our heavenly intercessor (see Hebrews 
7:23–25). We are encouraged to approach God’s throne of grace with confidence because our High Priest 
identified with us in our humanity and shared our whole human experience as He atoned for our sins. He 
knows what we are and what we are up against, and He is sympathetic. He “sympathizes,” which means 
“suffers with,” and is wonderfully descriptive of Jesus, who stands with us in our every circumstance. The 
one difference between His temptations and ours is that He experienced His without sin.  

173. Knowing that Jesus was tempted as we are, yet was without sin because He did not give in to 
temptation, encourages us to approach God’s throne of grace with confidence because our High Priest did 
not fail or falter in His determination to be our Savior. If Jesus had become a sinner like us, He would 
have been unable to be our Savior. We are saved also because He overcame sin and temptation on our 
behalf. The temptations were real, but Jesus, also in His humanity, was fully committed to His Father’s 
will and way. We may be confident because He successfully carried out that will and way to its 
completion. 

Fill-in answers: The Gospel assurance given here is that when we approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, we will receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  
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Lesson 12 

Proper 25 
O God, the helper of all who call on You, have mercy on us and give 

us eyes of faith to see Your Son that we may follow Him on the way 

that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

 God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 10:46–52 
174. There are two possible explanations for the attempt of many to silence Bartimaeus. Many 

people of that day considered illnesses and disabilities to be evidence of God’s judgment for specific sins. 
While they saw it as their duty to help blind beggars such as Bartimaeus by giving alms, most people 
thought of them as “getting what they deserved” in their blindness. Many perhaps thought that such 
unworthies should not be bothering Jesus. Another possibility is in the fact that Bartimaeus called Jesus 
“Son of David.” This was a most common messianic title, and it might have struck the wrong note in 
those who refused to see Jesus as the Promised One, so they tried to silence such testimonies. 
Bartimaeus’s use of this title surely indicated that he had heard of Jesus and His miraculous signs, and 
that he had great hope that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.  

175. Jesus knew He was on His last pilgrimage to Jerusalem. This journey would end at the cross. It 
was time boldly to acknowledge who He was and why He had come. Soon He would make the claim for 
Himself by deliberately arranging to ride into Jerusalem on a donkey, in obvious fulfillment of the ancient 
prophecy about the promised King (see Zechariah 9:9). 

176. By having Bartimaeus state openly what he wanted Jesus to do for him, Jesus focused 
Bartimaeus’s attention and faith on what was about to happen. This also established in the minds of the 
people who witnessed the miracle that it had happened because Jesus had responded to a prayer of faith. 

177. Faith is the hand that receives. It does not cause the gift or blessing. God’s grace and love are 
the causes of the blessings He gives in response to prayer. The hand of faith opens to receive the blessing 
God gives in the form and measure in which He gives it (see Matthew 13:53–58; James 1:5–8; Matthew 
21:18–22; Mark 9:14–29; 2 Corinthians 12:7–10). 

178. Jesus helped Bartimaeus at a time when He might well have been preoccupied with His own 
thoughts and plans. That He did so assures us that Jesus is never too busy to stop and listen to our prayers 
and to help us according to His good will for us. We, too, should take time to serve the needs of our 
neighbor, including even the rearrangement of our schedules. This surely is a needed lesson for us as we 
live in our fast-paced and demanding world. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7–9 
179. Jacob, the grandson of Abraham and father of 12 sons who became the patriarchs of the tribes 

of Israel, is the man who wrestled with the Lord and whose name was changed to Israel by the Lord. 
Israel means “He Strives for the Lord’s Blessing.” In this sense, Jacob and Israel are interchangeable.  

180. The concept of Israel as the chief of the nations runs through the Old Testament (see 
Deuteronomy 26:16–19; 2 Samuel 7:22–24; Amos 6:1). This, as Moses explained, was not because of 
Israel’s size and strength and achievements, but because they were the Lord’s chosen people, called by 
God to display the wonder of His grace in them and through them. The concept carries over into the New 
Testament and is applied to the Church and its leaders (see 1 Corinthians 1:26–31; 1 Timothy 1:12–17; 
1 Corinthians 3:5–7; 1 Peter 2:9–10).  

181. In our day, a remnant is a small, leftover piece of cloth at the end of a bolt, an item with limited 
use and of very little value. In Old Testament terms, the Hebrew words used in this concept describe the 
remnant as the ones faithful to the covenant even when the whole nation appeared to have turned from the 
Lord (see 1 Kings 19:13–18). It also referred to the small number who would return to resettle the land of 
Judah. The concept was not intended to discourage but to encourage the faithful. It carried over into the 
New Testament in Jesus’ “Many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14, 16). 

182. That the remnant of Israel would be brought from the farthest parts of the earth is significant to 
us as we see the fulfillment of this prophecy in the “spiritual Israel,” the Church, called from all nations to 
be “Abraham’s seed” (see Romans 11:17–24; Galatians 3:26–29). We are that remnant of Israel from all 
nations, “from the farthest parts of the earth.” 

183. The blind, the lame, the pregnant woman, and she who is in labor represent those in society 
who are most dependent on others in their need. The remnant of Israel are those who recognize 
themselves as needy and lean on God’s grace. The Lord will not disappoint them. They may sow in tears, 
but they will reap in joy. That was the experience of the returning exiles, and it is our experience as the 
spiritual Israel today. 

184. As his blessing to Joseph, Jacob gave his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, status as patriarchs 
of tribes in Israel, thus doubling Joseph’s inheritance. Ephraim was prominent among the 10 northern 
tribes who seceded and formed the kingdom of Israel. “Ephraim” was a poetic way of talking about the 
people of that kingdom. It is significant but surprising that Jeremiah called Ephraim (Israel), not Judah, 
his firstborn son. Israel had disappeared as a nation a century before, and its people had been scattered 
and resettled elsewhere by the conquering Assyrians. Judah, still alive if not well, surely thought of itself 
as the Lord’s favorite, His “firstborn.” After all, wasn’t the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem? Jeremiah, 
however, was holding out his hope to all of Israel, and thus underscored the hope of Judah all the more. 

185. The promise that the blind will be included in the restoration of Israel has a direct connection 
with Jesus’ healing of blind Bartimaeus in the Holy Gospel. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 7:23–28 
186. The fact that Jesus rose from the dead and now lives forever gives His high priesthood a 

permanence that the Levitical high priests did not have, “because they were prevented by death from 
continuing in office.” Jesus is able to save completely because His priesthood is not just a matter of what 
He accomplished for us in His life and death as our Redeemer. It is ongoing as our heavenly intercessor, 
one who cares intimately about how we are making our progress through life toward the goal of eternal 
life with Him. 
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Fill-in answers: The true High Priest is holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and 
exalted above the heavens.  

187. These qualities assure us that Jesus Christ is the very Son of God who was fully able to meet 
the demands of God for our salvation, all of which has been unmistakably displayed in His resurrection 
and His ascension to His Father’s right hand (see Romans 1:1–4). Whatever we need from our Priest—
forgiveness, a sympathetic ear, gracious representation before the Father, help in time of need—He is 
fully ready and fully able to provide. The priests of the Levitical order had the same sins and weaknesses 
as the people they served. They first had to offer sacrifices for themselves and their families before they 
could represent the people. 

188. A once-for-all sacrifice for our sins is vital because anything less would insert doubt into the 
certainty that Christ offers. If He left something that still needs to be accomplished, whether by Him or by 
us, we could never be sure that it is being accomplished. 

189. In Galatians 3:17, Paul argued that “the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a 
covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void.” The writer here used the opposite 
argument. The priesthood established by oath in Psalm 110 came well after the ceremonial law that 
established the Levitical priesthood, and by that fact, supersedes it, just as a codicil attached to a will can 
be used to change what the will originally stated. This argument does not cause any great difficulty for us, 
for in superseding the Levitical priesthood with the priesthood of Christ, God was really returning to the 
original covenant of grace established with Abraham. That’s why, in 7:22, the writer of Hebrews had 
been able to say, “[God’s oath] makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.” 

Fill-in answers: Unlike the mere-human, Levitical high priests, the divine-human Son is eternal, 
sinless, and offered Himself once for all. There is no need of any other priest or priestly function. 

190. This in no way suggests that Jesus was somehow imperfect or flawed in His life and ministry as 
God’s Representative Man. The Greek word translated “made perfect,” teteleiōmenon, is a form of the 
word telos, which refers to “completing a task” or “reaching a goal.” Jesus was made perfect in the sense 
that He completed God’s saving plan and reached His goal of making salvation God’s gracious gift to all 
who put their faith in Him. 
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Lesson 13 

Reformation Day 
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful 

people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver 

us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and 

grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 8:31–36 
Fill-in answers: They were to abide in His Word. Then they would know the truth, and it would set 

them free.  
191. “Abiding in the Word of Jesus” involves us in regular hearing of the Word together with fellow 

Christians as it is read in our worship services; reading the Word devotionally by ourselves; studying the 
Word together with other Christians or by ourselves; and putting what the Word leads us to—firm faith 
and obedient discipleship—into practice in our lives. Growth in faith and life is the goal, and that requires 
continual, diligent effort.  

192. The growing realization of the truth will help us grow in our appreciation of our freedom in 
Christ. In Christ, we are free from guilt, the consequences of our sin; we are free from the basic sin of 
wanting to go our own way instead of God’s way; we are free from fear of what people may do to us, and 
free from fear of death itself, for we share Christ’s victory; we are free from bondage under the threat of 
Law-based religion to enjoy all the assurances of the Gospel; we are free from the deadening frustration 
of works-righteousness to willing service under the Gospel. Christian freedom is to be expressed, not in 
the indulgence of our own desires, but in loving service to those around us in Jesus’ name.  

193. They could not argue against “Everyone who commits a sin is a slave to sin,” nor can we. Its 
truth is self-evident. Though they were physically descended from Abraham, they knew they were not 
free from the kind of slavery Jesus was describing. Old Testament history is replete with instances of 
God’s judgment of faithless, rebellious descendants of Abraham when they lost Abraham’s faith and 
trusted in their perfunctory religious practices. Jesus wanted these Jews to see that they, too, were guilty 
of this kind of mistrust, and needed a personal, spiritual freedom, the kind that only He could supply. 

194. The status of a slave in a household is uncertain. He is in no sense a permanent part of a family. 
He may be sold or given to another owner. A son, on the other hand, by virtue of his relation to the father, 
belongs permanently to the family. The point is this: One who is a slave of sin has no lasting place in 
God’s family; but those have been given sonship or daughterhood in the family of God through faith in 
His Son Jesus will never be disowned. 
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The First Lesson: Revelation 14:6–7 
195. John was being given a tour of heaven in his vision. He had just seen the Lamb standing on 

Mount Zion, and “with him the 144,000 who had His name and His Father’s name written on their 
foreheads” (the number being symbolic of all who are saved, with not one missing). He had heard a voice 
“like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder” and “like the sound of harpists playing 
on their harps.” They were singing “a new song” that “no one could learn . . .  except the 144,000 who had 
been redeemed from the earth.” Then the angel messenger flying in mid-heaven appears with the eternal 
Gospel. His presence, his loud voice, and his having “an eternal Gospel to proclaim” (euaggelion aiōnion 
euaggelisai)—underscores what is the basis for the whole scene: salvation by God’s grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ. The Gospel is an eternal Gospel because it has always been in the heart and mind of God, 
from before the creation of the world, and because it is definitive of what is at the center of His person 
and His will for His creation. There is only one Gospel, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, and it is 
always the same, from eternity to eternity (see Ephesians 1; Galatians 1:6–9). The angel messenger 
proclaims the eternal Gospel “to every nation and tribe and language and people.” In this scene, all of the 
New Testament era is compressed into this angel with the saving Gospel that is to be given as Good News 
to all. The Lord of the Church entrusts His Church with the Gospel, not just for our own benefit, but for 
the benefit of the whole world. The Gospel is for our hearing and believing, but also for our sharing with 
the world. 

196. Pastors and teachers of the Church of today surely are represented by this angel messenger 
when they lead people into God’s Word, with the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ as the heart and center of 
their messages and their instruction. 

197. We may all see ourselves in the angel messenger with the Gospel to proclaim when we take 
Christ’s commission seriously and diligently prepare ourselves to present the Gospel to others in a clear 
and winsome way. It helps to take the time to write out a Christian testimony based on Scripture and 
memorize it—not to use verbatim every time, but to have helpful phrases that can be utilized in the proper 
way at the proper time. This all begins, of course, with our personal study of the New Testament so we 
will be Spirit-equipped to be Christ’s ambassadors to those around us as He give us opportunities. We 
also are called on to generously support the effort of the Church and its missionaries as they act on our 
behalf as well as on Christ’s behalf (see 1 Peter 3:13–17; Philippians 1:3–6). 

198. The angel messenger’s announcing that “the hour of [God’s] judgment has come” relates to the 
eternal Gospel he proclaims in the fact that there is always an either/or element in the Gospel’s call: 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ—and be saved! Reject Jesus Christ—and condemn yourself to an 
eternity without God” (see John 3:16–18). According to St. Paul, the same Gospel message becomes the 
fragrance of life for those who believe, but the fragrance of death for those who will not believe (see 
2 Corinthians 2:15–17). The Gospel calls people to more than believing in principle that Jesus is the 
Savior. It calls to a living relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord; and it calls us, as His servants, belonging 
to Him, to be eager to do His will in all matters (see Luke 14:25–35). One Christian teacher has suggested 
that we state this aloud to Christ, consciously turning over all we have and are to Him as His possessions, 
bought and paid for—and then receiving them back from Him as His gifts to us so we can use all we have 
and are to His glory as His willing disciples. 

199. This lesson emphasizes God’s call to faith and discipleship through the eternal Gospel of Jesus. 
The Good News that Jesus offers frees us to give that to God willingly and lovingly. 
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The Epistle for the Day: Romans 3:19–28 
Fill-in answers: Paul said clearly that by works of the law, no human being will be justified in 

God’s sight. 
God’s own answer to this human problem is the righteousness of God that comes through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. This is truly righteousness apart from law, for when our being declared 
righteous by God is His gift through faith in Christ, then our observing or not observing laws doesn’t even 
come into consideration.  

200. Paul showed that this new answer from God is universally needed because “There is no 
distinction, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” He stated that it is also universally 
applicable that they “are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 
The motivation behind the righteousness of God that is given apart from the Law is God’s grace, His 
undeserved love. It is not a quality in the recipients that prompted God’s grace in Christ; it was the 
gracious quality of His being as God.  

201. Fill-in answer: The result of redemption through Christ’s blood is that all human boasting is 
excluded. The law (principle) of works that excludes boasting is found in the fact that the Law calls for 
obedience. Its demands are not satisfied by an agreement that what the Law sets forth is basically good 
(see Galatians 3:12). The moral law is indeed God’s instruction (that’s what Torah means) for right 
living, but its first effect is always to make us sinners conscious of our sin. Seventy-five percent 
obedience to the Law by “good people” does not qualify for eternal life any more than 25 percent or 10 
percent or 5 percent compliance by “bad people” does. Since the gift of God’s grace in Christ is the only 
way to salvation, and since it is offered to good and to bad alike, then those who are the recipients of this 
gift have absolutely no basis for boasting about it. 
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Lesson 14 

All Saints’ Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people 

of all times and places into one holy communion, the mystical 

body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed 

saints in all virtuous and godly living that, together with them, we 

may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for those who 

love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1–12 
202. Those who are sincerely poor in spirit and turn in humble faith to Jesus to receive His gifts 

receive nothing less than the kingdom of God—His gracious rule in their hearts and lives, an eternal rule 
with eternal blessings.  

203. Those who mourn over sin, especially their own, are comforted by Jesus’ gift of forgiveness 
and all it means for our daily lives, and for the gift of eternal life. With Jesus beside us to encourage and 
strengthen us, we can also endure sufferings, knowing that “the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). Nothing will be able to 
separate us from Him and His love (see Romans 8:28–39). 

204. Those who are not pushy and do not just grab for themselves, but trust God’s guidance and 
blessing of their efforts, will find that He knows how to care for His own. This beatitude encourages us to 
“seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,” trusting that “all these things will be added to 
you” (Matthew 6:33). The promise is not overflowing wealth—though God can provide that, too, if it is 
His will—but daily bread, the basic needs of life. That is what Jesus taught us to pray for, and Paul said, 
“If we have food and clothing, with these we will be content” (1 Timothy 6:8). The needy of the world, 
some of them fellow Christians, challenge us to become God’s hand to provide them with food and 
clothing and shelter, and to carry out programs by which they will again be able to provide for 
themselves. Meekness is not weakness, but willingly looking beyond ourselves to see God’s hand 
supplying our needs, and also so we can be His instrument to help others. 

205. We receive full righteousness before God through faith in Christ. That gift does not come to us 
piecemeal, but it is an ongoing gift, to be received each day anew in faith, and to be acknowledged with 
thanksgiving to the Giver. When we see how far we are from the ideal of discipleship that Jesus describes, 
it should make us all the more hungry and thirsty for His continually setting things right with us—filling 
us with His gift of righteousness.  

206. God’s “filling station” is the Word and the Sacraments. They are the means of grace that bring 
the gracious power of the Holy Spirit into our lives. We should never travel far without stopping to “fill 
up.” 
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207. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” has to remind us of “Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors” (Matthew 6:12, KJV). This is the healing that Jesus has brought into our 
lives. When God’s forgiving love flows through us to others, we find that the living water He supplies 
always remains fresh and supportive of the abundant life He came to win for us. Being unmerciful or 
unforgiving toward others indicates that a person thinks he can go through life without needing God’s 
mercy and forgiveness himself. It is when we see our own need that we become understanding and 
responsive to the need of others. 

208. Pure hearts come only from Him whose pure heart led Him to love us and give Himself for us 
“while we were still sinners” (Romans 5:8). Purity of heart is openness, single-mindedness, integrity, as 
we seek to do God’s will in serving others. The blessing of the pure in heart is that they will see God. 
That will be fully true in our life with Him in the eternal kingdom. In our present life, we see Him by faith 
and in the day-to-day experience of His presence with us and in His interaction with us in our Christians 
lives (see 1 Corinthians 13:12–13). 

209. Those who work for true peace between people and God and between people themselves will 
be called sons and daughters of God. True peace is God’s will and purpose for humanity. That is why 
God sent the Prince of Peace to be our Brother. There are times when peace with another person is 
beyond our achieving—when he insists on being antagonistic. All we can do is consciously forgive him in 
Jesus’ name and ask Jesus to forgive our own contributions to the impasse, and then continue to be open 
to possibilities. Peacemakers are not to seek a peace at all costs. There are values in terms of Christian 
doctrine and morality that we are not to surrender just for the sake of peace; for example, bringing a clear 
witness to Jesus as the one way to the Father in the face of the world’s religious syncretism; rejecting the 
murder of the unborn in a society that legalizes abortion; refusing to be pressed into participating in 
morally questionable activities just to follow the crowd.  

Fill-in answers: Suffering for Christ leads Christians to rejoice and be glad because it is evidence of 
our sincere identification with Christ. Ask yourself, “If I were on trial for being a Christian, would there 
be enough evidence to convict me?” 

The antithesis game may produce something like this: Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” 
but our world says, “Blessed are those with very high self-esteem.” Other answers might include those 
who mourn . . . the self-fulfilled; the meek . . . the powerful; those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness . . . the uninhibited and unrestrained; the merciful . . . the uninvolved; the pure in heart . . . 
the manipulators; the peacemakers . . . the movers and shakers; the persecuted . . . those who do what is 
expedient to avoid difficulties.  

 

The First Lesson: Revelation 7:2–17 
210. The great multitude in white robes is people from every nation, tribe, people, and language who 

have believed Jesus and have found eternal life in Him. They wear white robes because they have washed 
away every soil and stain of sin in the blood of the Lamb. Blood itself is one of the most difficult stains to 
remove from cloth, but the blood of Jesus is a cleansing agent, cleansing us from all our sin. The heavenly 
vision portrays the final culmination of their use in praise to God and the Lamb on the throne. “A great 
multitude that no one could count” says that the atoning work of the Lamb is effective for all of humanity, 
and that millions have been its beneficiaries through faith. You and I may, by God’s grace, see ourselves 
included in the multitude. 

211. They offer their praise to “God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” The focus of their 
praise is the salvation offered by God through the Lamb. At the multitude’s song of praise, all the angels 
and the elders and the four living creatures state their “Amen!” and join them in praising God. 

212. The multitude in the vision “are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 
temple,” specifically, the naōs, the Holy Place/Most Holy Place in the heavenly temple. We are not given 
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details about the life of service we will live in heaven, but this vision is more than a suggestion that life in 
heaven is one long worship service. It says that the throne of God and His temple, His evident presence 
with us, will be intrinsic to and pervade every aspect of the life of service that will happily occupy us in 
the new heaven and new earth. The rest of the paragraph and chapters 21–22 of Revelation underscore 
this. 

213. The blessings promised in terms of negatives include: “They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat . . . and God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.”  

214. The great positive is expressed in the words “The Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their 
shepherd, and He will guide them to springs of living water.” For people who lived and traveled on foot 
in a hot, dry climate, there could be no more appropriate pictures. Point out the striking wordplay in 
describing the Lamb as the one who will be the Shepherd. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: 1 John 3:1–3 
215. Christians may be recognized by the world in general because of humanitarian service, as 

Mother Theresa of Bangladesh is honored by Christian and non-Christian alike. They may also be 
honored for their secular achievements in politics or business or science or the arts. But for Christians to 
be honored because we are born again as children of God through faith in Jesus is out of the question. The 
gift of rebirth in the power of the Holy Spirit is meaningless to those who have not themselves received 
the gift and its assurances. The world looks at outward actions; it doesn’t give credence to the inner 
beliefs of Christians as the basis of their actions. Witness the interview of a Christian athlete or other 
celebrity who credits the blessing of the Lord Jesus for his or her achievements. The interviewer usually 
doesn’t know how to handle this, and the network is eager to get on to something else. The world sees the 
Christian faith as just one of many ways by which people aim at becoming “good people.” It stumbles 
over testimony about being reborn to be a new person through faith in the one Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

216. Individuals in a congregation may feel they are out on the fringe of congregational life because 
the regulars and leaders comprise a clique concerned largely with its members. A congregation led by an 
influential pastor may one-up other congregations that are not growing as rapidly or don’t have as varied 
a program of activities or services. Think of other possibilities. 

Fill-in answers: John wrote, “What we will be has not yet been made known.” His words suggest it 
is sufficient to know that “we are God’s children now.” 

217. We shall be like Jesus—with glorified bodies like His (Philippians 3:20–21), in full awareness 
of God’s presence with us (Revelation 21:1–4), in our “reigning” in glory with Him (2 Timothy 2:11–13), 
and in having God at the center of every aspect of our lives (Revelation 7:13–17). 

218. The hope of eternal life that we have in Christ encourages us to begin living an otherworldly 
life, different from the general society around us. (In Bible terms, “holy” and “pure” mean “different 
from,” “separated from.”) Verse 5 adds the motivational factor of always remembering that Jesus came to 
take away our sins. We love because He loved first. 
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Lesson 15 

Proper 26 
Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, cleanse us by the power of 

Your redeeming blood that in purity and peace we may worship and 

adore Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 12:28–37 
219. There is no practical way of showing agape love for our Lord other than through showing 

agape love to others for whom He lived and died and rose again.  
220. There is no commandment greater than these because they epitomize God’s goal in the 

redemptive work of Christ. Jesus gave Himself for us, not just to take us to heaven someday, but so that, 
through the power of His grace and love, He might make us a new creation, able to love Him who loved 
us first by loving those around us in His name. 

221. The scribe’s response revealed his understanding that a spiritual, life-related relationship with 
God is more important than the performance of religious rituals. This is made all the more striking by the 
fact that he said this in the temple court. What remained for the scribe to do was to humbly acknowledge 
that he did not live up to this great commandment, instead of proudly imagining that mere intellectual 
understanding of and agreement with its principles and moralistic religious activity would satisfy God. He 
needed to turn humbly to the Lord, whose covenant promise of grace and forgiveness was being fulfilled 
by Jesus, to seek the spiritual, life-related relationship the covenant called for and enabled. 

In quoting Psalm 110, which was recognized as messianic, Jesus was clarifying that the Christ was 
to be more than just a son of David, who would use David’s tactics to establish the kingdom of Israel 
again. He was to be the Son of David who would bring the kingdom of God to the hearts of people in 
God’s own way. Neither the English nor the Greek have the impact of the Hebrew quoted by Jesus. 
English uses Lord twice; Greek has kurios twice; but the Hebrew says, “Yahweh (the LORD) says to my 
‘Adon’ (Lord).” ‘Adon’ expresses deity, and fits the One who sits at the right hand of Yahweh until all his 
enemies will be brought to subjection. Jesus was making it clear that the Christ, the promised Son of 
David, is David’s God—and that David, in the Spirit, was so acknowledging Him to be just that! 

222. Jesus’ words give meaning to our faith by pointing out again that it is none other than the Son 
of God who is our Lord and Savior. They combine with the great commandment to give direction to our 
life by reminding us that the only proper expression of our faith is a willing love for Jesus that is 
displayed in a conscious, willing love for one another. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:1–9 
223. Moses assured them that they would “multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, 

has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.” Plenty of “milk and honey” characterizes the 
ideal life of people who had been living as nomads. Later promises of the Lord’s blessing were more 
fitting to a society that had become agrarian. 

224. The summary commandment is this: “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might.” What enabled their reverent obedience to the Lord was 
His gracious love expressed in the covenant initiated with Abraham and expanded to Israel as a nation 
(see Genesis 12:1–3; Exodus 19:3–6).  

225. All the phrases used in connection with God’s commands emphasize their importance in terms 
of daily living. Think through each with your group to recognize its specific impact. They combine to say 
we are consciously to make God and His Word a central part of our thinking and our conversations. 
Statistical studies of Lutheran families indicate that only in 20 percent are family Bible reading and prayer 
part of the family’s routine. In another 20 percent, the family occasionally talks about God or about the 
Church. In 60 percent, talk about God and use of His Word are limited to time spent in Church. Where 
would you and your family fit in this? 

226. We use religious pictures, plaques with Scripture verses, crosses and crucifixes, ICHTHUS, 
and other artifacts at our entries to indicate our homes are Christian homes and, occasionally, as aids to 
focus our attention in our devotions. 

227. This lesson includes the summary commandment that Jesus quoted in the Holy Gospel as the 
first and greatest commandment. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 9:11–22 
That Jesus was designated high priest in the order of Melchizedek established His superiority by 

showing Him to be God’s own choice to be the one and only High Priest of our salvation—in contrast to 
Judaism’s priesthood, which was conferred on many individuals by virtue of their birth in the tribe of 
Levi and the line of Aaron. 

228. The rituals of the old covenant were not able fully to clear the conscience of the worshiper, and 
they applied only until the time of the new covenant. By contrast, Christ is the High Priest of good things 
that are already here by virtue of His completed redemption—forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. We 
don’t have to wait for some future time for His gifts to be effective for us and in us; they are ours here and 
now! 

229. The “greater and more perfect tent” is heaven itself, where Jesus came into the Father’s 
presence with the offering He gave for our sins.  

Christ did not offer the substitutionary blood of goats and calves. As Representative Man, Jesus 
offered His own blood—the Lamb of God taking away the sins of the world. He did not, like the Levitical 
priests, have to go repeatedly with His offering, but, in offering Himself for us, He offered a once-for-all 
atonement for human sin. Christ thus obtained eternal redemption that guarantees eternal life, not a 
temporary, outward cleansing that only qualifies for participation in religious ceremonies. 

230. The continuing effect in us of having our consciences cleansed by the blood of Christ is that we 
are now free to serve the living God. We walk through life with our Savior at our side. We follow Him 
through life as our Lord. We are ready to carry out the duties to which He has commissioned us—
representing Him and His Good News by word and deed.  

231. Jesus became the mediator of a new covenant “so that those who are called may receive the 
promised inheritance”—new life in His kingdom now, and eternal life in His kingdom forever. The 
realization of this purpose is guaranteed because “a death has occurred that redeemed them from the 
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transgressions committed under the first covenant.” These included both the faithless performance of the 
religious rituals of the ceremonial law as well as the transgressions of the moral law.  

232. “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” Animal blood provided a 
substitutionary expiation. The ceremonial law with its animal sacrifices was a type of what was to come. 
It only makes sense! The blood of an animal made Israel ceremonially clean; they could approach God in 
worship, trusting His acceptance of their sacrifice. The blood of Jesus is the blood of God’s Son, the 
Creator of all, and the fully-effective Substitute. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us of all sins, but also 
prompts us to offer ourselves to Him as living sacrifices.  
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Lesson 16 

Proper 27 
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and 

precious promises to those who trust in You. Grant us so firmly to believe 

in Your Son Jesus that our faith may never be found wanting; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 12:38–44 
233. Jesus used three examples of acts of devotion that may be prompted by pride and the desire to 

have people think you are very religious: giving of charitable contributions to help the poor and the 
needy; saying prayers in public; and fasting as a sign of intense religious dedication. In all of these the 
individual may make such a show of what he is doing that it is inescapably evident to others, and wins 
their praise. Their only reward is the praise of people who have been impressed. In this Holy Gospel, He 
says, “They will receive the greater condemnation” (see Luke 12:48). 

234. Jesus compared the widow’s contribution to that of the rich on the basis of what their gifts 
represented relative to their whole lives. The rich gave from their perisseuontos, “abundance,”  but the 
woman gave from her hustereseōs, her “want or lack.” Jesus knew she had given all she had in the same 
way that He knew what people were thinking in their hearts—by using His divine omniscience. There is 
no purely human explanation for His being aware of her situation. 

235. The poor are often more generous in giving and sharing out of their little than the rich are out 
of their plenty. This relates directly to lifestyles and expectations. When you are accustomed to a low 
standard of living, it is not so hard to think of getting by with less so you can share with someone else in 
need. But when you are accustomed to a high standard of living and want to make it even higher, you 
often are living at the top of what your income allows, and maybe a little beyond what it allows, so you 
find that you “can’t afford” to give generously or to share with others, because you are hard-pressed to 
maintain the high standard you want to enjoy. Many young couples are pressed into two-job situations to 
try to meet the lifestyle expectations our society not so subtly places on them. And many find their 
finances precarious as a result. We do well to remember our Lord’s words: “You cannot serve both God 
and money” (Matthew 6:24); and “One’s life does not consist in the abundance of one’s possessions” 
(Luke 12:15). 

236. The widow who gave her all was pointed to by Jesus as an example of a faith that was ready to 
trust the Lord for provision of needs—a faith displayed by a “reckless” gift of all she had. Jesus did not 
and does not require that His disciples take a vow of poverty—but, yes, He does expect us to give our all 
to Him (see Luke 14:25–33). He is not willing to share the priority place in our lives with things or 
pleasures. He insists that all we are and all we have belong to Him. We give everything to Him by 
acknowledging His ownership. We receive it back from Him as His gifts to us to be used to underwrite 
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the proclamation of the Gospel, generously give to help the poor, and provide for the needs of our 
families—all to the glory of the Owner and Giver.  

237. The principle involved, in its various facets, is this: it is not the amount that matters, it is the 
cost.  

238. “What is your approach?” calls for self-analysis. Invite your group to do this, reminding them 
that (1) conscious decisions about lifestyle and expectations are involved in planning an approach to 
Christian giving, and that (2) unless you prayerfully plan your Christian giving, you will not do a good 
job of it. Some in your group may be willing to tell how they approach this. Instead of, “How much of my 
money shall I give to the Lord?” why not “How much of the Lord’s money may I appropriately use for 
myself and my family?” 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 17:8–16 
239. It is striking that the Lord cared for the needs of His prophet not through someone of Israel, but 

through someone who was of a nation whose only contribution to Israel had been negative: idolatry. Thus 
the Lord displayed that He was fully in charge of the whole situation. He could use even a pagan woman 
as His instrument to carry out His will in providing for His prophet. Elijah surely must have wondered 
about this plan, but his obedience shows he was committed to doing things the Lord’s way and being the 
spokesman the Lord wanted him to be. 

240. Elijah found himself immediately in contact with the woman to whom he had been sent, but 
instead of finding someone affluent enough to provide for his needs, he found someone who was almost 
destitute herself. She was at the point of using the last of her supplies for herself and her son and then 
giving up completely. The widow’s oath was either a polite accommodation to Elijah, whom she 
recognized to be an Israelite, or there is indication that she knew of the Lord (Yahweh) and, perhaps, had 
even tentatively become one of His followers. Elijah’s telling the widow to make a cake of bread for him 
first was a test of her readiness to practice the unusual hospitality demands that providing for this Israelite 
stranger would place on her.  

241. To encourage her faith, Elijah told her, “thus says the LORD, the God of Israel” about the flour 
not being used up and the jug of oil not running dry. When she was ready to “take a chance” on Elijah’s 
word from the Lord, she obeyed and made the cake of bread for him—and the miraculous process he 
promised was begun. She and her son were kept alive, and she was able to provide for the Lord’s prophet 
throughout the drought. She is an example of one with almost nothing being ready to invest the little she 
had in hospitality and helpfulness. 

242. This widow of Zarephath and the widow of Jerusalem were two of a kind. Both were ready to 
give their all, trusting the Lord’s promised care. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 9:24–28 
Fill-in answers: Judaism’s high priests entered into holy places made with hands, which are copies 

(the Greek calls it an “antitype”) of the true things, but Christ entered heaven itself. The high priest had to 
carry out this solemn rite every year, with blood not his own, but Christ appeared once for all to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  

243. Christ’s coming “at the end of the ages” indicates that He ushered in the final age of this 
present creation. Nothing besides His bodily return on the Last Day has to happen before the new heavens 
and new earth are established.  
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244. Nature displays God’s power, and the human conscience indicates God’s holiness, but this 
natural knowledge of God logically suggests that the sinner must somehow make himself right with God. 
Corrupted by sin, humanity uses this knowledge then seeks to justify itself through its own righteousness, 
the outward righteousness of works. It is only Jesus and His cross that tell us God redeems and justifies 
out of grace and love. These are the only two ways: Christ and man-made religion. Sometimes also 
individuals have to try their own religious ways of getting to God or getting along without God—until in 
frustration, they sometimes are finally ready to let God come to them in Christ and give them salvation 
His way. 

245. The Bible has nothing to do with any ideas of reincarnation. Instead, it teaches the resurrection 
of all who have lived to stand before Christ’s judgment.  “It is appointed for man to die once, and after 
that comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). 

246. In His first coming, His incarnation as our Savior, Christ came in humility to serve, and “was 
offered once to bear the sins of many.” Many is frequently used in the Bible to contrast with the “one” 
offered in atonement (see Matthew 20:28; 26:28). This in no way compromises the clear teaching that He 
died for all (see 2 Corinthians 5:14–15; 1 John 2:1–2). Christ’s second coming will be in glory as the 
judge of the living and the dead (see Mark 13:26–27; Matthew 25:31–33). The two comings of Christ 
point emphatically to Him as the either/or person He is. He is the determining factor in life for us now, as 
we know Him as our Savior, and it is our relationship with Him that will be the determining factor also on 
the Day of Judgment (see John 3:16–18; Romans 8:1–4). 

247. “To save those who are eagerly waiting for Him” surely warned the Jewish Christians not to 
give up on waiting in faith for Christ to return by reverting to Judaism and its repetitious, legalistic, 
ineffective ceremonies. It also urges us to live looking up, waiting for the promised return of our Savior.  
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Lesson 17 

Proper 28 
O Lord, by Your bountiful goodness release us from the bonds of our 

sins, which by reason of our weakness we have brought upon ourselves, 

that we may stand firm until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 13:1–13 
This pericope only gives Jesus’ prediction of the destruction of the temple. Read vv. 14–26 to see 

Jesus’ later application of it to “end times.”  
248. Throughout the Church’s history, there have been deceivers who have come in Christ’s name, 

but have misled people and attached them instead to their own persons and ideas and teachings. The Early 
Church had its Gnostic and Arian heresies. The rise of papal authority led to the official deformation of 
the Church, when man’s teachings were adopted alongside those of God’s Word—and that continues 
today, as the Roman Catholic Church moves toward declaring Mary to be co-redemptor with Christ. 
Today, Christian Science, Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others use Christian terminology, but 
slant away from the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and deny the deity of Christ and the full effectiveness of 
His atonement. There is a difference between heresy and error. Heresy is a persistent, stubborn error 
about a chief article of faith that ultimately attacks the person and work of the Son of God as Savior of all. 
To test a teaching, we must always ask, “What does God say in His Word? What does this teaching do to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ?” Churches and religious teachers may be in error on some points of doctrine 
and practice without being guilty of heresy. But error may be the first step toward heresy. We need to 
guard the Lutheran Church by persisting in recognizing the Scriptures as the only norm and source of 
doctrine and the Lutheran Confessions as reliable and true expositions of scriptural doctrine. 

249. “Wars and rumors of wars,” nations and kingdoms opposing one another, are evidence, along 
with other failings of human society, that humanity will not be the solver of its own problems. We are not 
to look for a heaven on earth in which all will dwell in peace together. 

250. Natural calamities show that the realm of nature itself is out of sync and is temporary (see 
Romans 8:19–22). As they occur, they remind us that we are to live in anticipation of eternal life with 
Christ. 

251. Jesus adopted rabbinical terminology with His “beginning of the birth pains.” They spoke of 
the suffering of Israel that would precede the coming of the Messiah. Jesus’ use indicated that this process 
of “labor” would take a while, but in the end, will produce “a new heaven and a new earth.” 

Fill-in answers: During the time of “the birth pains” they would be delivered over to councils, and 
would be beaten in synagogues, and would stand before governors and kings for His sake, to bear witness 
before them. And all of this was because, before He would come again in glory, the Gospel must be 
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proclaimed to all nations. Note that they would appear before and be punished by Jewish officials, and 
would also be called on to testify before pagan authorities.  

252. Jesus assured them that they need not be anxious about their testimonies, for the Holy Spirit 
would speak through them when they were put on this spot. This does not mean that we should not bother 
to prepare ourselves for such testimony by becoming well acquainted with the Word, and even 
memorizing it (see 1 Peter 3:15). 

253. The world hates the Gospel and those who proclaim it because it rejects the idea of their 
needing a Savior and that Jesus is the only Way to the Father (see John 15:18–25; 1 Corinthians 1:18–25). 
Jesus’ promise is this: “The one who endures to the end will be saved.” It’s a glorious promise—but also 
a warning that enduring may be required. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Daniel 12:1–3 
Take time in class to read the Scripture references. Daniel provided thoughts and even words for 

some of Jesus’ descriptions of Himself as the one in whom our eternal hopes reside. 
254. The wisdom that qualifies people to “shine like the brightness of the sky above” is the wisdom 

that is God’s gracious gift to those who are made wise to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (see  
2 Timothy 3:14–17). 

255. Added luster is enjoyed by those who not only receive this wisdom for themselves but also lead 
others to become wise to salvation. Believers shine even brighter when they are witnesses, for their 
witness brings added glory to their Lord. They are living up to their purpose in the kingdom of grace in 
anticipation of their living with Jesus in His kingdom of glory. 

256. This lesson ties in with the Holy Gospel as it predicts the “time of distress” and the ultimate 
salvation and fulfillment of those rescued by God for eternal life. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Hebrews 10:11–25 
Leitourgōn (“service”) is a form of leitourgia, which provides our English word liturgy, which is 

“the work of the people” of God in worshiping Him. Perielein (“take away”) is also significant in 
showing that while the Old Testament sacrifices were effective in doing what they were intended to do in 
God’s plan for His people, they were unable to do the job completely. They prefigured the Sacrifice that 
God Himself would make for sinners. The Old Testament priestly liturgy brought sacrifices to seek God’s 
favor and forgiveness; in our liturgy, we celebrate with praise the fact that through God’s atoning 
sacrifice in Christ, we have His gracious favor and forgiveness.  

257. In terms of the continuing argument of Hebrews, the question may be completed: “How can 
you possibly think of forsaking what is complete and perfect in Christ to go back to endless repetitions of 
what will always be incomplete and insufficient?” 

258. “Objective justification” underscores the Bible teaching that Jesus has already accomplished a 
full redemption for all of humanity (see 1 John 2:1–2). This is God’s truth, no matter how a person feels 
about it. It assures us that nothing more needs to be done, neither by Jesus nor by us, to assure salvation. 
This gives the solid basis for Christian certainty of salvation through faith in Jesus (see Romans 3:21–28). 
These words state objective justification: “By a single offering He has perfected for all time.” Teteleiōken 
is perfect tense, indicating something has happened that has a continuing effect. “Subjective justification” 
is the Bible’s teaching that the saving work of Jesus becomes our own as God’s offer is responded to in 
faith (see 2 Corinthians 5:15–21). Faith is the life-renewing work of the Holy Spirit, who draws us to 
Jesus through the Good News (see 1 Corinthians 12:3; Romans 10:8–17). The words that touch on 
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subjective justification are “those who are being sanctified.” Hagiazomenous is present tense, 
underscoring the ongoing nature of that continuing effect. 

259. Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians who were tempted to revert to a “safer” Judaism and 
its legalistic systems. The writer quoted Jeremiah to show that already in the Old Testament Scripture the 
need for a new covenant was acknowledged and proclaimed—a covenant that would require and would 
provide an inner change of heart and mind. 

260. Assurance that God will not even remember our sins is a wonderful way of stating the Good 
News. On the basis of this promise, we may learn to live with a forward-looking attitude, anticipating the 
great blessings that attend our faith-love relationship with Jesus. We should consciously avoid dragging 
former sins back into the present to become a load of guilt that will prevent us from living up to our full 
potential as Christians. This verse sums up its whole assurance: “Where there is [already] forgiveness of 
these [sins], there is no longer any [need for] offering for sin.” That’s the glory of the Gospel! And its 
gracious nature is great encouragement to us to live up to the Gospel! 

Fill-in answers: Another “therefore” is based on two uses of the word since: “Since we have 
confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way . . . through the 
curtain, that is, through His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God . . . . 

On that basis, the writer recommends a virtual “discipleship salad”: (Therefore) “Let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, . . . [Let us 
not neglect] to meet together, as is the habit of some, . . . [let us] encourage one another, and all the more 
as [we] see the Day drawing near.” 

261. This clearly is a reference to our Baptism—the gift of rebirth and renewal by water and the 
Holy Spirit. 

262. In the temple, a curtain separated the Holy Place, where the priests carried out daily ministries, 
from the Most Holy Place, where the ark of the covenant was placed. No one could enter the Most Holy 
Place except the high priest, and that only on the Day of Atonement, when he sprinkled the blood of the 
sacrificial animal on the mercy seat. As Jesus offered Himself for us, suffering the consequences of our 
sins as God’s atoning sacrifice on the cross, the curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
His carrying our sins in His body and atoning for them once for all on the cross has opened the way for us 
to enjoy forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation—and continuous access to our heavenly Father through 
Him (see Romans 5:1–2). 

263. Our faith is renewed and strengthened continually by the Holy Spirit through Word and 
Sacrament. We are encouraged and strengthened in our discipleship through our association with and 
service with fellow Christians. It is generally the experience of those who get into the habit of neglecting 
their involvement in a congregation that their faith diminishes into a sentimental “believing in Jesus” 
because the spiritual factors the Spirit uses to keep it strong are neglected. And while they may try to live 
good lives and “do unto to others,” they end up showing how they are good neighbors instead of 
witnessing to Jesus as Savior and Lord. Lax members generally become lax Christians. 
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Lesson 18 

Proper 29 
Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that, ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere in 

both faith and holiness of living; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 13:24–37 
Since the Jews had been a subjugated people for centuries, it is understandable that they keyed in on 

the prophecies of a kingly messiah who would reestablish David’s throne and restore the kingdom of 
Israel. Jesus avoided the word messiah (“Christ”) and forbade His disciples to use it in talking of Him to 
others. The Gospels record Jesus’ use of “Son of Man” 81 times. Jesus’ use was more than an emphasis of 
His humanity, a counterpart to “Son of God.” In view of Daniel 7: 13–14, the title has messianic 
implications.  

264. We should feel joy and anticipation, for the Coming One is none other than the One who came 
in humility to be our Savior and who comes to live in us by His Spirit (see Luke 21:28). The all-extensive 
outreach of His angels in gathering His elect assures us that not one of those chosen in grace to be saved 
through faith in Him will be missing. We will not be overlooked because of the “busyness” of that 
glorious occasion. 

265. With our electronic communication capabilities today, we can say more than any other 
generation that the Gospel has been preached to all nations, virtually fulfilling that sign. In our situation, 
the “sprouting fig tree” might be the sunrise and sunset or the shortening or lengthening of the days in the 
changing of the seasons. Each day and each season reminds us that the cycle is moving toward the final 
change, the new heavens and earth. 

266. Peter reminds us that God’s view of time is different from ours, and that His great concern is 
that everyone possible be saved by coming to the knowledge of the truth. If Jesus had returned a hundred 
years ago, you and I would not be here to participate in the wonders of His kingdom. This consideration, 
however, does not suggest that this world will go on endlessly. The climactic day has been appointed in 
the Father’s will and plan. 

267. Jesus’ “words” are His entire revelation of the Father’s love and all His promises to be with us 
with His love and forgiveness, His care and guidance. That we live temporary lives in a temporary, 
changing, often undependable world should not overwhelm us. Jesus is forever true and reliable (see 
Hebrews 13:8). Luther stated this with strength and beauty in “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 

268. Certainly, as the second person of the Holy Trinity Jesus knew all things, but in the state of 
humiliation He did not fully use all of His divine attributes, including omniscience.  That’s why Jesus 
could say at that time that He, the Son, did not know the exact time of the end of the age. Though He is 
indeed the eternal Son of God, in His incarnation as the Son of Man, He emptied Himself to stand beside 
us as our Brother and to win salvation for us as Representative Man. Jesus’ stating this truth in an extreme 
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manner says to us that our trying somehow to predict the time of the end is not a proper Christian exercise 
for us and will not be helpful. Our not knowing when that day will be makes Jesus’ “keep awake” all the 
more emphatic for our daily lives. It makes each day the day when Christ may return! 

269. That each servant has his work surely says to us that our Lord has some definite expectations of 
each and every Christian. We are in our particular time and place not by accident, but by God’s design. 
We all are unique in life circumstances and in our unique relationships in which to provide service that 
will glorify Jesus and bless others. One task we all have in common is to promote the Gospel, whether 
individually or with others. This involves bringing a personal witness to those in our web of relationships 
as the Spirit gives us opportunity. It also involves supporting the world mission of the Church with our 
prayers and with our generous Christian giving. Specific tasks that God may have in mind for us as 
individuals depend on the talents He has given us and the gifts of the Spirit with which He equips us. As 
we seek to understand who we are in Christ, and as we prayerfully determine how the Spirit has equipped 
us for His service, we may be led to determine for ourselves which tasks Jesus has in mind for us. 
Opinions and encouragements of fellow Christians are also important influences in determining what kind 
of service we are intended to give. God’s blessing of our service then confirms us in the “work” (see  
1 Corinthians 12:1–11; 1 Corinthians 3:5–9; 2 Corinthians 9:6–15). 

270. We cannot miss the fact that the Lord’s “keep awake” calls all of us to vigilant, energetic 
discipleship. “Asleep” is best understood as indifferent, lazy discipleship that is neither concerned about 
growing in faith through the Word, nor about devoting time and energy to Christian service.  

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 51:4–6 
Fill-in answers: Here, though the call goes out to Israel in exile because of the faithlessness of 

leaders and people, their being called “My people” and “My nation” brings reassurance to the exiles. 
271. The exiles are promised that the Lord will establish His rule of law for all, and His justice will 

be a light, not just for God’s people, but for the peoples. They needed to hear that the Lord is still the 
Lord. “My righteousness draws near” would say to them that the Lord had not forgotten them, but was at 
hand to help them. “My salvation has gone out” said to them that the Lord’s salvation is already an 
established fact. It is not “will go out” or “may go out,” but “has gone out.” “My arms will judge the 
peoples” pointed them to the strength of the Lord to bring His judgment also against their captors and 
oppressors. 

272. This assured God’s people in exile that the Lord’s power and influence is not localized but 
universal. Like many prophesies about the rescue of God’s people, this presages the time of fulfillment 
and the New Testament era, when people in all the “coastlands” will find their hope fulfilled and their 
waiting rewarded. 

273. As they looked at the heavens and the earth, they would remember that these are temporary and 
will vanish like smoke and wear out like a garment just as all who dwell in the earth will at some time die. 
All of this should change their focus so they are not nearsighted about their situation in life, but look 
farsightedly to rejoice that “[God’s] salvation will be forever; and [His] righteousness will never be 
dismayed.” 

274. The direct tie to the Holy Gospel is this lesson’s reminder of the temporary nature of the 
creation and our lives in it and its encouragement to trust in the Lord’s righteousness and His promise of 
salvation, all under the rule of the Son of Man in His glory, whose righteousness draws near, whose 
salvation has gone out, and whose arm will judge the peoples.  
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The Epistle for the Day: Jude 20–25 
Scholars are not agreed about the blood relationship between Jude and James and Jesus. Some 

suggest they were cousins; the Jewish use of brother could include that. Others suggest that Jude and 
James were sons of Joseph from a previous marriage. Still others, including many Christians today, see 
them as none other than sons of Mary and Joseph (see Matthew 1:25). That James became the leader of 
the Jerusalem congregation suggests to some that he was older than Jesus rather than younger than Jesus, 
perhaps a half-brother, a son of Joseph, who may have been a widower. That, of course, does not agree 
with Mary’s being the birth mother of all of them. But if James was her second-born, he could have been 
30 years old or a little more—the age when, in Jewish society, a man was old enough to speak in the 
synagogue. 

Consider the references in the second paragraph with your group so they get a feel for Jude’s 
purpose in writing. 

275. “Build yourselves up in your most holy faith” and “pray in the Holy Spirit” are two sides of the 
same hand. We are built up in faith and kept in God’s love as the Holy Spirit works in our hearts through 
the Word and as we respond to that Word in prayer.  God’s love for us in Christ produces in us a 
responsive love for God, a love that is active in worship and in loving interaction with those around us. 
Keeping ourselves in God’s love is not just a matter of receiving it (see 1 John 4:7–12); it is exercised on 
behalf of our neighbor. We love because He loves. 

276. The key to the difference is the matter of personal involvement in the expression of pity. When 
Christian friends go through difficulty and doubt, we are to reach out personally to them in word and deed 
to encourage their faith and life in Christ. Personal interaction and assurance of our acceptance of them in 
Christ are vital to their being able to respond again in faith to Christ as Savior and Acceptor. In Luther’s 
words, we become “little Christs” to our brothers and sisters. When the pity is directed toward people 
who are willfully and persistently involving themselves in an immoral lifestyle, however, we have to be 
very careful that, in interacting with them, we do not give “approval” to their behavior—and we surely 
must be careful that we do not, in wanting to show love and acceptance to them as persons, get involved 
ourselves in their approach to life. A pity that fears “contamination” may reach out in careful personal 
interaction, but it will also be clear about a call to repentance. 

277. Jude’s “able to keep you from stumbling” surely refers to a falling from faith by falling into 
willful sinning that breaks the relationship with Jesus (see 1 John 1:5–7; 2:1–11). That it is God who is 
able to keep us from falling encourages us to trust Him, be instructed by His Word, and seek the Spirit’s 
help and guidance in obeying Him.  

278. Though we are sinners, we are forgiven sinners. We will be presented before Him without fault 
because in Christ, our sins have been removed, and we have received His gift of righteousness. “Able to 
keep you from stumbling” and “present you blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy” 
combine to assure us we are saved by grace through faith and remind us we are called and enabled by the 
Spirit to live lifestyles consistent with our faith. 
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Lesson 19 

Proper 29 (alternate readings) 

Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that, ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere in 

both faith and holiness of living; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 18:33–37 
279. Jesus’ “Did others say it to you about Me?” directed Pilate to consider the source of the charges 

brought against Him. They were not the report of Pilate’s own people, who surely had kept an eye on 
Jesus and His activities, so Pilate knew that the political charges were a pose. They were brought by the 
religious establishment with essentially a religious bias and had political overtones only within that 
milieu.  

280. Rome ruled by power and might, its legions enforcing its will on the nations it had subjugated. 
Jesus made it clear that His kingdom (kingship) was not based on forcing people unwillingly under His 
sway. If His kingdom had been like Rome’s, His servants and His legions would have used earthly power 
to prevent His arrest. There was a small, futile effort at this by Peter, you remember, but it was Jesus 
Himself who had put a stop to it (see John 18:10–11).  

281. Jesus said He had been born and had come into the world to testify to the truth. Call attention to 
the phrases “was born” and “have come into the world.” We sometimes speak of a person as being “born 
to teach” or “born to dance” or “born to play football.” It is a way of emphasizing natural abilities. Jesus 
was saying more than that, though, with His “have come into the world.” Jesus’ words surely were an 
attempt to reach the heart of His pagan judge with a divine claim and an appeal to ultimate values. The 
words and teachings of Jesus recorded for us in the inspired Scripture always have impact also on us 
today. Our reaction to them either draws us closer to Him or moves us farther away from Him. The Word 
of God is always dynamic, making things happen; its hearers can never be static but must be moved one 
way or the other. 

282. Your group’s ways of summarizing the truth of Jesus may be worded in different ways. John 
3:16 and John 17:3 provide a couple of Scriptural summaries. 

283. Encourage personal introspection. Help your group see that these questions force us to examine 
ourselves under their probe. Allow a moment for personal reflection and confession to God. Then speak a 
word of absolution, for example 1 John 1:8–9. Encourage discussion of practical ways we can 
consciously select avenues of service by which we encourage the faith of fellow Christians, reach out to 
the lost, and work toward justice and stability in society. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14 
Compare this lesson with Revelation 5. 
284. “Ancient of Days” refers to God’s eternity. He is “from everlasting to everlasting” (Psalm 

90:2), the one “who was and is and is to come!” (Revelation 4:8). 
285. White indicates purity and holiness, as well as the divine presence (see Matthew 17:2; Mark 

9:2–3; see also Revelation 1:14). Fire is the symbol of power and purity, qualities that glow with purging 
and judging effect from the holiness of God. The throne has wheels because it is not just a throne but also 
a chariot that God has used in conquering His enemies. God’s judgment is not static; it moves out into the 
life situations of those who stand before Him. 

286. The “thousand thousands” who serve the Ancient of Days are His holy angels. The “ten 
thousand times ten thousand” (myriad myriads) is symbolic of a number beyond counting. It is usually 
understood to be “the nations,” all people of all time, standing before God for judgment. 

287. The books being opened are God’s own accounting of the lives of those who stand before Him 
for judgment. All that is hidden will be revealed. Our names appear there, too, with all our faults and 
failings, but our names, by God’s grace, have been written also in the Book of Life (see Revelation 13:8; 
20:12; 21:27). 

Reading the Scripture references will be a meaningful exercise for your group in this emphasis. 
Assign them in advance so individuals will have them located and be able to read them well. Note that 
one of the “cloud” passages is from Mark 13, which has provided the Holy Gospels for these last Sundays 
in the Church Year. In the “authority” passages, note: (1) The Matthew passage is Jesus’ own claim of 
this. (2) The Philippians passage follows the classic statement of Christ’s humbling Himself to obediently 
carry out the saving plan and points to the name Jesus, His name as a Man, as the name that is exalted 
over all other names by which God is known. 

288. Already in this Old Testament prophecy, the “Son of Man” is described not just as a man with 
special God-given qualities, but as God. He was not usurping something that belongs only to God, but 
was properly sharing in the honor that is rightly accorded the Ancient of Days. Applied to Jesus, you see 
its full significance: the Son of God willingly became the Son of Man to carry out His redemptive work, 
and through His willing identification with us, our Brother Jesus has been given divine glory forever. The 
assurance we find in the fact that His dominion and kingdom are everlasting is that no one and no thing 
can frustrate His good will. His promises to us are sure because He is fully able to live up to them. For 
example, Jesus promises, “Everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die” (John 11:26). 

289. This Old Testament Lesson provided the messianic title used by Jesus as He referred to 
Himself in regard to His return in glory. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Revelation 1:4b–8 
290. John gave “grace and peace” full meaning by making clear that they come from God through 

His saving work in His Son, Jesus (see Ephesians 2:4–10; Romans 5:1–11).  
291. Fill-in-answers: Jesus is the faithful witness; by word and deed He testified to the forgiving 

love of God. Jesus is the firstborn from the dead; in Him we are born anew to the living hope of eternal 
life. Jesus is the ruler of kings on earth; He has authority over and will have ultimate victory over all who 
may oppose Him. To the first century Christians, and to us, the message is this: in Jesus we are assured of 
God’s love, our resurrection to life, and ultimate victory over and release from all oppression. 

292. Jesus Christ is singled out for praise because He is the Savior. Without Him and His saving 
work, we do not enjoy the relationship with God that calls forth praise. It is only through Jesus and His 
atoning work that we are enabled to praise God and know that our praise is acceptable and pleasing to 
Him (see John 14:6). 
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293. As His “kingdom,” we are the “site” of His rule. As priests in His kingdom, we no longer offer 
sacrifices for sin; Jesus did that once-for-all-time on the cross. Our priestly duties are to offer the sacrifice 
of praise, the happy confession of His name, and the proclamation of His Good News. 

294. The second coming of Christ, which was considered imminent by the early Christians, will 
usher in the eternal kingdom that is our goal in Christ. Assurance of ultimate victory sustained the early 
Christians during persecution. That Christ is coming again urges us to consider the direction our lives are 
taking so we will live always with the perspective of eternity before us (see 2 Peter 3:11–14). 

295. The title “The Alpha and the Omega” is unique to John’s Revelation and always is spoken from 
the mouth of the Lord God. Alpha is the first letter and omega the last letter of the Greek alphabet. Here 
the title declares the Lord Jesus to be “First and Last,” “Beginning and Ending,” “Source and Goal” of all 
things. All of creation, human history, and our individual lives find their existence and their meaning only 
in Him. Apart from Him there is nothing. Miss “The Alpha and the Omega” and, though you may have 
“all the letters in between,” you have nothing (see Matthew 16:24–27). 


