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Introduction 
The Three-Year Series of Scripture readings appointed for use in public worship first appeared in 

1969 in the Ordo lectionum Missae, developed by the Roman Catholic Church. Shortly thereafter, the 
Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship (ILCW) prepared a Lutheran version of this series, which was 
eventually included in Lutheran Book of Worship (1978) and, with some slight modifications, in Lutheran 
Worship (1982). Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal (1993), the hymnal of the Wisconsin Evangel-
ical Lutheran Synod, also included a version of the ILCW lectionary.  

In 1983, the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), an ecumenical study group, published the 
Common Lectionary based on the Ordo lectionum Missae as well as the Lutheran and various Protestant 
three-year cycles in use at the time. After significant field-testing, the CCT then published the Revised 
Common Lectionary in 1992, which was adopted for use in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
in 1998, and adapted for use in Lutheran Service Book, the new hymnal of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.  

This revised edition of A Longer Look at the Lessons takes into account the differences between 
various versions of the Three-Year Series in use among Lutherans today and provides studies for the 
system you have designated. The studies offer guidance for personal study, and prompt discussion and 
application of the pericopes by adult Bible study groups. 

Two basic principles were followed in structuring the various versions of the Three-Year Lection-
ary: a thematic principle and a principle of semicontinuous reading. The thematic principle is generally 
employed during the festival half-year. Readings are selected to emphasize the themes of the festivals and 
the seasons that surround them. The primary reading is always the Holy Gospel, and that is why it is 
studied first in these materials. The Old Testament Reading (or First Reading) and the Epistle are then 
selected to support and enhance the theme set forth by the Holy Gospel.  

The principle of semicontinuous reading is applied especially during the nonfestival half of the 
Church Year (the Sundays after Pentecost). The Holy Gospels of Series A are largely from Matthew; 
Series B from Mark; Series C from Luke. Readings from John are inserted in all the series, especially 
during the festival half-year. The Epistles also represent semi-continuous readings through particular 
letters. The Old Testament readings, however, are selected thematically in relation to the Holy Gospel 
throughout both halves of the Church Year. 

The overall purpose of assigning Scripture readings in this way is to provide an annual review of 
salvation history and of major Christian doctrines, as well as to read significant sections of Holy Scripture 
during certain times of the Church Year. Pastors have found these pericopal studies helpful as they 
prepare their sermons and services from week to week. 
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Study Guide 

How to Use the Study Guide 
The Study Guide has been prepared with three goals in mind. First, it provides information 

about the lessons and their contexts. A look at the Greek or Hebrew is sometimes included. 
Doctrinal emphases are pointed out, and the text is often related to other statements of Scripture. 
Second, it asks questions that help the group explore the texts and provoke analytical thought. 
Answers are to be sought first in the pericopes themselves, with other references cited for backup or 
expansion of the thought. Questions that explore the text are just asking “What does it say?” to focus 
attention. They are easy to answer—so easy that people sometimes feel uneasy about stating the 
obvious. Help your group understand this. Don’t spend time on these; just get a focus on what the 
text says and how it says it, and move on to questions that ask “What does it mean?” These require 
more time and thought. Let your group struggle a little if necessary; don’t be in a hurry to provide 
answers yourself. Sometimes, restating the question will help them move to the point. Third, the 
study encourages discussion and application to Christian life today by asking “What does it mean 
for us?” This is the essential goal of every Bible study. Give your group members time to express 
themselves. Encourage and accept their applications and testimonies. Don’t hesitate to share your 
own views and experiences, but don’t take over, or they will back off and wait for you to do this every 
time. Fill-in-the-blanks exercises focus the attention of the group on key words of the text, and they 
are intended to provide emphasis of their significance in a simple way. 

Make use of added Scripture references, but save time by using slips of paper to assign them 
ahead of time to individuals who don’t mind reading aloud in your group. 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
7 

Lesson 1 

Day of Pentecost 

The Holy Gospel: John 15:26–27, 16:4b–15 
As we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, this Holy Gospel provides some of Jesus’ words about 

the function of the Holy Spirit in God’s saving plan. They are part of Jesus’ last discourse with His 
disciples in the Upper Room. 

1. Jesus called the Spirit of truth the Parakletos, which literally means “one called to stand 
beside.” How is God in three persons seen in Jesus’ promise to His disciples? What does it say about 
the Spirit that He “proceeds from the Father”? What is the Spirit’s purpose as He comes to stand 
beside us as our “Helper”? What is to be the end result of the Spirit’s bearing witness about Jesus to 
His disciples? 

 
 
 
 
To His wondering disciples, Jesus said that it would be to their advantage that He was going 

away from them. Jesus was at the point of completing His work as Redeemer and beginning a new 
work as Rescuer of the lost through the Good News. This new work would be accomplished through 
His followers as they represented Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit, and it goes on to this day. 
Jesus said the Spirit would “convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.”  

2. What does it mean to be “convicted” of sin? Why must this be the work of the Holy Spirit? 
(See 1 Corinthians 2:14.) 

 
 
 
 
3. The world knows about sin, but it needs to be convicted of sin. Why does the Spirit’s 

convicting the world of sin focus on the world’s not believing in Jesus? (See John 15:22–24; John 
3:16–21.) 

 
 
 
 
4. The world knows about righteousness and seeks it in its own way, but it needs to be 

convicted that its righteousness is always partial and imperfect. How does the fact that Jesus has 
gone to His Father convict the world in regard to righteousness? (See Acts 3:14; 5:30–32; 2:36.) 
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5. The world knows about judgment, but it makes its judgments on the basis of its desires and 
preferences, not God’s. How is the world’s being convicted about judgment related to the ruler of 
this world’s being judged? 

 
 
 
 
6. What is always the Spirit’s intention as He moves to convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment? 
 
 
 
 
7. How has the Holy Spirit worked in your life with His convicting influence and power? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1–14 
Ezekiel was called to be God’s prophet while among the exiled in Babylon. Evidently he had 

been carried off as a youth with the first group of exiles in 597 BC. He and others were settled in 
southern Mesopotamia (today’s Iraq). They seem to have not had a difficult life, though they were 
separated from the land they held dear and from the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem. In 586 BC, 
their hopes of return were shaken when, in response to a rebellion by the remaining Jews in Judah, 
the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and the temple and brought larger numbers into exile. In his 
messages to the Jews in exile, Ezekiel interpreted the fall of Judah as a deserved divine judgment, 
but he also brought a message of hope in God’s mercy and His ultimate plans for His people. 

As you read the account of the vision it is helpful to know that the same Hebrew word, ruach, 
was used for “wind,” “breath,” “air,” and “spirit.”  

8. What was brought to the minds of the Jewish exiles by the fact that in the vision, the prophet 
was told to call for the breath to come from the four winds and to give breath to the dry bones that had 
been reassembled as people? 

 
 
 
 
9. What message of hope was Ezekiel conveying through this vision? 
 
 
 
 
10. How does this lesson relate to and support the emphasis of today’s Holy Gospel and the 

entire thrust of this Day of Pentecost? (See Ephesians 2:1–5.) 
 
 
 
 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
9 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:1–21 
“There came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting.” It helps to remember that both the Hebrew word ruach and the Greek word 
pneuma means “spirit” as well as “air” and “wind.” Jesus also used the wind as an illustration of the 
Spirit’s “blowing” wherever He pleases (see John 3:5–8). 

11. What was God’s purpose in the sound like a violent wind on the Day of Pentecost? Why 
was fire the visible symbol of what was taking place? (See Luke 3:16.) 

 
 
 
 
The sound like wind and the tongues like fire evidently were temporary signs of what was 

taking place. The crowd heard the sound and gathered, but there is no indication that the tongues 
like fire were seen by people other than those in the house. The manifestation of the Spirit that lasted 
longer and that impressed the crowd was the newly enabled ability of these followers of Jesus to 
speak in tongues. The Greek for “tongues” is glōssais (v. 4), which means “languages.” The 
experience evidently was a happy surprise. 

12. What was God’s purpose in the gift of tongues on the Day of Pentecost? 
 
 
 
 
13. How did the Pentecost experience differ from later manifestations of the Spirit through this 

gift of tongues in places like Corinth? (See 1 Corinthians 14:1–4.) 
 
 
 
 
Some of the “Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven” in Jerusalem at this time 

were pilgrims who had come for the festival days. Others were elderly Jews who had moved to 
Jerusalem to live their last years near the temple after having lived their whole lives in other 
countries. These foreign Jews probably could handle some Aramaic and Greek, but they were 
surprised and pleased when they suddenly found Galilean Jews declaring the wonders of God in 
their mother tongues. 

14. How was the crowd divided about what they were witnessing and experiencing? 
 
 
 
 
Peter used the skeptics’ “they are filled with new wine” as a springboard for his message, first 

making it clear that “these men are not drunk.” Jews of that time carried out morning sacrifices 
before the first meal, a meal of bread. They did not drink wine until the evening meal, a more 
complete meal when also some meat might be eaten. So Peter dismissed the idea of their being 
drunk at 9:00 a.m. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he quoted the prophecy of Joel to explain 
what was happening. It was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that was predicted in their sacred 
Scripture, and it was part of God’s plan to offer salvation to “everyone who calls upon the name of 
the Lord.” 
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Having gained the full attention of the crowd by quoting Joel’s prophecy to explain what was 
happening, Peter went on to proclaim Jesus as the Christ to his eager listeners. Sample key Christ-
centered sentences include Acts 2:22–23, 32, 36, 38–39. 
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Lesson 2 

Holy Trinity 
The Sunday of the Holy Trinity ends the festival half of the Church Year, providing a summary 

day on which the One worshiped on Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost is celebrated as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. We believe and confess not just a God, but the God, who created all things; who 
made His covenant with Israel and fulfilled the covenant; who redeemed sinful humanity through 
His Son; and who becomes personally meaningful to us as the Holy Spirit leads us to a new relation-
ship with Him through faith in Jesus. 

The Holy Gospel: John 3:1–17 
With this conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus, John takes all who read and ponder it to 

the heart of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ words teach us something about ourselves, but more 
importantly, they teach us what we need to know about God and how we may have new life in 
Him. 

15. What does it say about Nicodemus that he “was a man of the Pharisees”? was “a ruler of 
the Jews”? “came to Jesus by night”?  

 
 
 
 
16. What had led Nicodemus to consider Jesus “a teacher come from God”? What is not stated 

but is implicit in the fact that Nicodemus wanted to investigate Jesus personally? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus spoke to Nicodemus immediately about that which was at the heart of his concerns and 

his needs—rebirth, renewal at the very center of his being. 
17. Why is rebirth necessary to enter the kingdom of God? (See Ephesians 2:1–5.) Why did 

Jesus speak of being “born of water and the Spirit”? 
 
 
 
 
To appreciate Jesus’ analogy of the wind blowing where it pleases, it helps to know that in 

Greek, the same word is used for “wind” and “spirit.” There is a play on words here: the pneuma, 
“wind,” pnei, “blows,” and is like the Pneumatos, “Spirit.”  

18. What does this play on words establish about this matter of being born again? 
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Jesus asserted His qualification to teach about heavenly things by calling Himself the “Son of 
Man” and saying He had come down from heaven. Jesus did not speak of Himself as the Messiah 
because that title had been weighted with political overtones. He accepted and blessed His disciples’ 
confession of Him as the Christ, but told them not to make that claim for Him as they spoke to 
others. In speaking of Himself Jesus used “Son of Man,” a less emotionally charged title, but still 
messianic in thrust (see Daniel 7:13–14). 

19. The incident of the bronze serpent in the desert is recorded in Numbers 21:4–9. In what 
ways was the serpent on the pole a prototype of Jesus on the cross? Why did Jesus use this illustra-
tion in talking with Nicodemus? 

 
 
 
 
20. The Greek dei means “it is necessary” and emphasized Jesus’ saying “so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up.” What are the compelling factors that made Jesus’ being lifted up necessary? 
 
 
 
 
21. When did Nicodemus finally come forward to be counted among those who believed and 

followed Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
22. How does the Good News come across in John 3:16’s  
 
“loved” 
“the world” 
“He gave” 
“His only Son” 
“whoever” 
“believes” 
“not perish” 
“eternal life”? 
 
 
 
 
It’s good to have this pericope include verse 17, which beautifully amplifies and clarifies this 

Good News. It would be even better if verse 18 were included. 
23. How does verse 18 point to Jesus as the either/or determining factor in life? 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 6:1–8 
Isaiah’s name means “Yahweh is salvation,” just as the name Jesus does. He served “during the 

reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.” In The Word Becoming Flesh, 
Horace Hummel says,  

If Isaiah was not a native of Jerusalem, he certainly was thoroughly at home 
there, and apparently spent his entire ministry there. Humanly speaking, that context 
helps account for the literary elegance, exalted ideas, and generally patrician bearing 
of the book. It also explains Isaiah’s intimate involvement in local and international 
politics of the period, as well as his theological concentration on Zion and its Davidic 
throne (p. 192). 

In any case, Isaiah lived through, witnessed, and commented on one of the 
major turning points in Israel’s history—from the halcyon days of empire and 
independence under Uzziah through the fall of Samaria and the semi-escape of 
Judah only by accepting colonial status under the relentless pressure of the Assyrian 
colossus (p. 191). 

Today’s lesson tells of Isaiah’s call to be God’s prophet to Judah. Isaiah was worshiping in the 
temple when the vision and the call came.  

24. What is significant in the fact that in Isaiah’s vision of the Lord, “the train of His robe filled 
the temple”? What does it say that the seraphs covered their faces and their feet? What does “the 
foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of Him who called, and the house was filled with 
smoke” bring to mind? 

 
 
 
 
 
25. Why was Isaiah immediately filled with woe on seeing this vision? Why did Isaiah single 

out his and his people’s lips as being unclean? Why were his lips cleansed by a coal from the altar? 
 
 
 
 
 
26. What was God’s purpose in giving Isaiah this vision? How did Isaiah respond? What does 

his ready response encourage in us? 
 
 
 
 
 
27. How does this lesson tie in with the emphasis of today’s Holy Gospel? 
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The First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 22–36 
This First Lesson is Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost. In his first remarks, he dealt with 

the scoffing skepticism of some and the wonderment of others by explaining that what they were 
witnessing was a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Having estab-
lished that, Peter moved to the circumstance that had produced the momentous occurrence of the 
resurrection and exaltation of Jesus Christ. Peter began his sermon with “Men of Israel,” a formal 
address that emphasized their connection to the covenant and prompted them to “think covenant.”  

28. The miracles Jesus had done were well known to all, for they had continually caused a stir 
among the people. What did Peter point to as one of the purposes of the miracles in Jesus’ ministry? 
(See John 9:31–33; 14:11.)  

 
 
 
 
29. What did Peter say was behind everything that had led to Jesus’ being “delivered up” to the 

Jewish leaders, who then arranged for His crucifixion? What assurance may we find in this emphasis 
on God’s will and foreknowledge? What was Peter emphasizing about Jesus being loosed from the 
pangs of death “because it was not possible for Him to be held by it”? 

 
 
 
 
The Greek word boule, “definite plan” in verse 23, refers to God’s predetermined and resolute 

will to carry out our atonement through the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. The “men of Judea” 
and “Jerusalem” (v. 14), the “men of Israel” (v. 22), and Peter’s “brothers” (v. 29) may have thought 
their plans to crucify Jesus had been carried out. Not so. They were acting according to God’s plan 
for the salvation of the world.  

30. Why did Peter quote from this psalm of David to undergird his proclamation of the resur-
rection of Jesus? Why did Peter contrast David’s being dead with Jesus’ being alive? What 
relationship did Peter point to between King David and Jesus, the Son of David?  

 
 
 
 
31. How may the Holy Trinity be seen in Peter’s explanation of what was happening that day? 
 
 
 
 
32. Peter was a preacher! He was not timid about urging a response on the part of his hearers! 

How did his closing words pointedly apply both Law and Gospel to elicit the desired response? 
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Lesson 3 

Proper 3 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 2:13–22 
In one sentence Mark tells of Jesus’ straightforward call of Levi (Matthew), a tax collector, to 

be His disciple and of Levi’s unhesitating response.  
33. What does it say about Levi that he had become a tax collector? What does it say about 

Jesus that He was ready to call a tax collector to join His select group of disciples? What does it say 
about Levi that he was ready to “[leave] everything,” as Luke put it (5:28), to follow Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
34. How has your vocation to be a disciple influenced your work life? 
 
 
 
 
Levi invited “tax collectors and sinners” to his house to have contact with Jesus. Here we see 

“friendship evangelism” at its finest; Levi invites those whom he knows to meet the Lord.  
35. How may you cultivate friendships with people who are not in the Church with you in 

ways that will give you opportunities to introduce them to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
36. How is Jesus’ “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners” both an incisive judgment and 

a surprising invitation? What does this statement of Jesus indicate is necessary if a person is to 
respond to His call and follow Him? (See Psalm 51:16–17; 1 John 1:8–9.) 

 
 
 
 
37. How may we increase our awareness of our own sin and need so we will continually look 

to Jesus as our Savior? (See Romans 3:19–20; Matthew 15:19–20; Galatians 5:19–21.) 
 
 
 
 
As a religious devotion, fasting is intended to focus a person’s attention away from earthly 

concerns to his relationship with God in an attitude of humble repentance. The Mosaic Law 
required faithful Jews to fast only as part of the observance of the annual Day of Atonement. After 
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the Babylonian exile, four other yearly fasts were instituted. The Pharisees, legalistically zealous and 
eager to impress the people, fasted twice a week, and some whitened their faces and wore torn 
clothing as proof of their fasting and penitence. Someone asked Jesus, “Why do John’s disciples and 
the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” Jesus answered with a counter-
question. It reminded them that John the Baptist had used the same analogy with them (see John 
3:26–30). 

Jewish weddings were week-long affairs, a time for joyful celebration and feasting, not a time 
for fasting. With His question, Jesus explained it would be out of place for His disciples to fast while 
He was with them.  

38. What was Jesus referring to with His “the days will come when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them”? Why would that be an appropriate time for fasting for His disciples? 

 
 
 
 
More needed to be said. The question was larger than just the matter of fasting. With His 

coming, there was a new quality to be enjoyed in faith and life. It would not do to just combine it 
with what had become useless because it had become worn and dry. 

39. What point was Jesus making with His analogies of the unshrunk patch on an old garment 
and putting new wine in old wineskins? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Hosea 2:14–20 
Hosea lived and worked in the Northern Kingdom, beginning in the time of prosperity under 

Jeroboam II and continuing into the years of rapid decline that led to Israel’s fall to the Assyrians. 
As was true also of some other prophets, Hosea’s message was dramatized by his life circumstances. 
Horace Hummel, in The Word Becoming Flesh, explains:  

Hosea . . . as the son of one Beeri . . . was married to the prostitute, Gomer, 
daughter of Diblaim, who bore him three children, two sons and a daughter, to 
whom he gave the names of Jezreel (God sows), Lo-ruhamah (Not pitied), and Lo-
Ammi (Not my people) (p. 285). 

As concerns content, one must note again the “great reversal” pattern centering 
about the symbolic names of the children, Hosea 1:1–9 versus 1:10–2:1, and again in 
2:2–13 versus 2:14–23. The name, “Not my people” attaches to the fundamental 
covenant promise that they would really be His people and He their God (vv. 8, 10, 
23). The fulfillment of the promise in Christ and the Christian Church is proclaimed 
in 1 Peter 2:10. Note also the obvious reference in Hosea 1:10 to the Abrahamic 
promise innumerable descendants (cf. St. Paul in Romans 9:25–26) (p. 292). 

In a motif that fits Hosea’s own life experience with Gomer, his adulterous wife, the Lord 
spoke in chapter 2 through His prophet to His adulterous people, Israel. He pronounced judgment 
against them because of their having become enamored of the Canaanite fertility god, Baal. But now 
He again expressed His love for them and His desire for them to return to Him. He refers them to 
the experiences of their ancestors in the exodus and the settlement of the Promised Land, when their 
relationship was fresh and Baal worship had not come into their experience. 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
17 

40. How does the Lord assure Israel that “[bringing] her into the wilderness” (like her ances-
tors) will be a source of blessing, not punishment? 

 
 
 
 
41. What would a covenant with the animals do for Israel? (See v. 12.) How would the Lord 

provide a peaceful situation for His people as a nation? 
 
 
 
 
Two Hebrew words were used to speak of a husband—Ishi and Ba’al. Ba’al can be translated 

“master” or “lord.”  In the new day Israel will no longer call Yahweh “master,” but will call Him 
Ishi, “my husband,” removing any remembrance or connotations of Baal worship.  

Verses 19 and 20 explain the point of leading Israel back “into the wilderness.” There would be 
a new beginning, a new betrothal—an opportunity for Israel to recommit herself to Yahweh in 
response to His commitment to her. The Lord promises to betroth Israel to Himself forever in ___ 
and in ___, in ___ and in ___, and in ___. 

42. What will the Lord’s paying that kind of “bride-price” evoke from Israel? 
 
 
 
 
43. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:36–47 
44. Peter ended his Pentecost sermon with “God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this 

Jesus whom you crucified.” What did Peter tell the people when they then asked, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?” 

 
 
 
 
Peter’s answer exemplifies Spirit-powered preaching that calls on people to do what they are 

unable to do of themselves (see 1 Corinthians 2:14; 12:3). But when the Good News of Jesus is 
proclaimed as Peter did, the call to repent and be baptized becomes part of the dynamic by which 
the Spirit works His miracle of faith and regeneration.  

45. God’s Word is power to make things happen. What is our responsibility as Christians in this 
process? 

 
 
 
 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
18 

46. What would those who accepted Peter’s call to repentance and faith be acknowledging 
about Jesus in being baptized in His name? Here, the Greek word for sin is hamartia, meaning 
“missing the mark.” What sin, what “missing the mark,” would these Jews be confessing about 
Jesus in repenting and being baptized? (See John 3:16–18; John 8:24.) 

 
 
 
 
47. Three thousand believed and were immediately baptized. Why were they not given more 

instruction in the Gospel before being baptized? 
 
 
 
 
48. For what did Peter’s inspired words “The promise is for you and for your children and  

for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself” prepare the way? What 
assurance comes to us today through these words of Peter? what guidance? 

 
 
 
 
49. That Day of Pentecost was the birthday of the Christian Church. What was immediately  

at the center of the life of this congregation? How did God continue to show His presence and 
approval?  

 
 
 
 
50. How did the new Christians act in love to provide for the needy in their midst? Why didn’t 

they continue this communal approach to living indefinitely? What qualities do you think they 
displayed that gave them favor with all the people? 

 
 
 
 
51. What Pentecost truth is underscored by “the Lord added to their number day by day those 

being saved”? 
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Lesson 4 

Proper 4 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 2:23—3:6  
Walking on a path through grain fields, Jesus’ disciples plucked some of the ripe heads of 

wheat and munched on them as they went. This was not stealing. Deuteronomy expressly allowed 
such casual enjoyment of what was at hand, even though the field did belong to someone else.  

52. What was the Pharisees’ complaint? What is indicated by the Pharisees’ being on hand to 
state their complaint? 

 
 
 
 
The Sabbath law forbade ordinary work on “the seventh day,” sundown Friday to sundown 

Saturday. A farmer was not to reap his harvest on the Sabbath Day. Rabbinical traditions had 
detailed the rules under which this law was to be observed, and had decreed that even casual 
plucking of individual heads of grain constituted reaping, and so was forbidden Sabbath Day work. 
In response to their complaint, Jesus referred them not to some rabbinical argument, but to the 
sacred Scriptures, pointing to an exception they would have to approve. 

53. Why did He key in on this action of King David? 
 
 
 
 
The consecrated bread, or showbread, was 12 large loaves set out in two rows on the gold table 

in the Holy Place every Sabbath Day. They represented the twelve tribes of Israel and signified the 
blessing Israel enjoyed as they lived in the Lord’s presence and benefited from His bounty day by 
day. The loaves were eaten by the priests when they were removed and replaced by fresh loaves. In 
the instance Jesus cited, however, David and his men were given the loaves that had been removed 
that day. Applying the lesson of this exception, Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath.” Jesus wanted them to understand that man was created and the covenant of 
grace was established with Israel long before such Sabbath requirements were made part of the legal 
code for Israel. 

54. What was God’s intention in giving His people the Sabbath law? Did Jesus and His 
disciples observe the Sabbath? (See Luke 4:16; 23:56.) What was Jesus saying with His “the Son of 
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath”? 
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55. Why do we Christians today observe the Lord’s Day (Sunday) and not the Sabbath? (See 
Colossians 2:16–17.) How is our observance of the Lord’s Day similar to the observance of the 
Sabbath? How is it different from the observance of the Sabbath? 

 
 
 
 
Mark followed this with an incident in which Jesus applied His principle regarding the Sabbath 

to a practical situation, again asserting His Lordship over Sabbath legalisms and stirring up the 
antagonism of the legalists. 

56. How did Jesus force the Pharisees to see the truth of His Sabbath principle before healing 
the disabled man? What was the immediate result of this confrontation of wills? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 5:12–15 
These verses are the Third Commandment as recorded in Deuteronomy (see also Exodus 20:8–

11; 35:1–3).  
57. What does the word Sabbath mean? Which day was prescribed by God to be the Sabbath for 

His people? How extensive was the requirement of not working on the Sabbath? 
 
 
 
 
58. What was the religious purpose of the Sabbath for God’s people? 
 
 
 
 
Deuteronomy, which means “second law,” is seen by scholars not just as a repetition of the 

Law but also as Moses’ theological explanation and expansion of the Law. Compare verse 15 of this 
pericope with Exodus 20:11. 

59. What was pointed to as the basis for the Sabbath law at Mount Sinai? What added purpose 
of the Sabbath observance was cited here in Deuteronomy?  

 
 
 
 
60. What social dimensions were added to the Sabbath as a remembrance of Israel’s liberation 

from slavery in Egypt? What does this say to us for our lives? 
 
 
 
 
We have seen that the Sabbath law, which Paul called “a shadow of the things to come” 

(Colossians 2:17), no longer applies to Christians, who recognize Jesus and His saving work as the 
fulfillment of its covenant purpose (see Galatians 3:24–25). 
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61. Why was Sunday selected to be the Christian day of worship? What is evidenced by Acts 
20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, and Revelation 1:10? What was the Christian community clarifying about 
itself by worshiping on the Lord’s Day instead of on the Jewish Sabbath? 

 
 
 
 
62. How can we make our observance of the Lord’s Day fully a blessing to us? 
 
 
 
 
63. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 4:5–12 
Paul wrote a series of letters to the church in Corinth, which he had founded on his second 

mission journey, investing a year and a half in its beginnings. The church was beset by problems and 
wrote to Paul for his answers to questions that were dividing it into opposing factions. One group 
was especially troublesome. Influenced by Greek philosophy, they claimed to have superior wisdom 
and knowledge directly from the Spirit. They questioned Paul’s apostolic authority and ridiculed his 
“foolish” preaching of the cross of Christ. In his first Letter, Paul sought to bring them back together 
under the Gospel. It was followed by a visit by Timothy and, when problems proved to be deeper 
than Paul had realized, by a hurried visit by Paul himself. His confronting the leader of the “new 
teaching” group did not resolve the issue and only caused Paul considerable pain. Paul then wrote a 
“severe letter,” now lost, which called for discipline of the offenders and insisted on recognition of 
Paul’s apostolic authority under Christ. His strong words produced much of what he was hoping for. 
The rebel leader repented. Second Corinthians followed, expressing Paul’s happiness over this, 
asserting once again the validity of his apostleship and urging the Corinthians’ full participation in 
the collection to relieve the Jewish Christians in Palestine, where a prolonged drought had brought 
famine. 

This Epistle for the Day is part of Paul’s defense of his apostleship and of the Gospel he 
proclaimed. They are meaningful words to all who are dedicated to the ministry of the Gospel, 
clergy and laity. 

64. When would a preacher be guilty of “preaching himself”? Why did Paul’s opponents 
suggest that he was doing that? 

 
 
 
 
Preaching “Jesus Christ as Lord” is more significant when you remember that kurios, “Lord,” 

was used in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, for Yahweh, “I AM,” 
the name of the covenant Lord.  
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65. Why does preaching Jesus Christ as Lord always require that the preacher become the 
servant of those to whom he is bringing the Gospel? 

 
 
 
 
66. Who in your experience has been an example of this kind of serving ministry? 
 
 
 
 
67. Where is “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God” to be seen? What is it, then, that 

constitutes God’s greatest glory? 
 
 
 
 
68. What does Paul’s analogy of the “treasure in jars of clay” say about him and other 

ministers? What does it say about the Kingdom of God? 
 
 
 
 
69. To what did Paul relate his difficult experiences as an apostle? How do you think Paul felt 

about this? (See Romans 8:17–18; Philippians 3:10–11.) What was God’s purpose in allowing such 
things to trouble and threaten this apostle of Jesus Christ? (See 2 Corinthians 12:7–10.)  

 
 
 
 
70. What do Paul’s statements about his ministry as an apostle say to us as the representatives 

of Jesus Christ to our world? 
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Lesson 5 

Proper 5 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 3:20–35 
Mark’s Gospel moves quickly from incident to incident, with Jesus displaying His healing 

power, His authority over evil spirits, His mastery as a teacher, and selecting men who would follow 
Him as His disciples. He went “up on the mountain” for naming His apostles and back “home” to 
Capernaum for what followed. People crowded around Him to be blessed by what He was giving 
them. But opposition to Jesus on the part of the Jewish religious leaders was also evident, and it 
grew as He became more popular with the crowds. Today’s Holy Gospel highlights both reactions to 
Jesus and His ministry. 

71. How does this incident show Jesus’ popularity? How does it show Jesus’ dedication to the 
ministry to which He had been sent?  

 
 
 
 
72. How did Jesus’ family react to His absorption in His ministry to those in need? 
 
 
 
 
73. To what did the scribes assess Jesus’ power to cast out demons? 
 
 
 
 
Beel is the Greek form of Ba’al. Beelzebul (or Beel-Zebul) means “Prince Baal,” which was used to 

refer to Satan.   
74. How did Jesus’ illustrations expose the foolishness of their analysis of what was happening?  
 
 
 
 
Matthew’s Gospel includes more personal references by which Jesus refuted these accusations 

and challenged them to recognize the truth (see Matthew 12:27–28). 
Jesus spoke of blaspheming against the Holy Spirit as the sin that will never be forgiven, an 

eternal sin. Blasphemy is speaking with contempt or irreverence for God. 
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75. How were these theologians blaspheming against the Holy Spirit as they blasphemed Jesus 
and His ministry? If God is ready to forgive all sins and blasphemies through Jesus, why is 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit an unforgivable sin? 

 
 
 
 
76. What warning is there for us in these words of Jesus? (See Ephesians 4:25–5:2.) What 

would you say to a person who is worried about having committed the unforgivable sin? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 3:8–15 
This Lesson is part of the biblical account of man’s fall into sin through willful rejection of God 

and insistence on being the determiner himself of what is good and what is evil for him. It is most 
significant because in its interaction between the Lord God and the fallen man and woman, it 
includes the Protevangel, the first statement of the Good News. It held out the promise that God was 
already orchestrating the ultimate victory over the tempter who had deceived the woman and the 
man and had prompted their disobedience. 

Chapters 1–11 of Genesis are what Horace Hummel, in The Word Becoming Flesh, calls “the 
primeval history of the entire human race” (p. 63). He states:  

We . . . believe and confess that Genesis 1–11 reports real, empirical history, just 
as the rest of the Bible. Yet it is also pre-empirical in the sense that we are generally 
not yet able to investigate its history as readily as later epochs. However, the 
difference is one of degree, not of kind, and in two respects. History always retains its 
“mystery,” both empirically (which is still very true of the patriarchs), and 
theologically, because divine work in history as well as nature is ultimately a matter 
of revelation and faith. Factual though this history is, its significance is not limited to 
its facticity. It is also “protology,” the counterpart of “eschatology” (pp. 63, 64).  

The willful disobedience of Adam and Eve changed their relationship with each other. The 
state of innocence lost, they “hid” from each other behind makeshift coverings. Aware of God’s 
presence, hearing “the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden,” they hid also from Him. But 
the Lord God pursued them. 

77. Why did the Lord God pursue them and confront them with what had happened? Why did 
He ask “Where are you?” and “Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” 

 
 
 
 
78. How did the man and the woman try to shift responsibility away from themselves? 
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Adam and Eve were effectively judged by the questioning of the Lord God, but they were given 
hope when the serpent was cursed. The curse is really aimed at the tempter, and projects and 
proclaims his defeat. 

79. How was the defeat of “the serpent” finally actualized? (See Galatians 4:4–7.) How was the 
heel of the woman’s Offspring “bruised”? (See Galatians 3:13–14; Hebrews 2:14–15.) 

 
 
 
 
80. What did this Protevangel say to Adam and Eve? Did they believe this promise? (See 

Genesis 4:1.) 
 
 
 
 
81. How do we see ourselves in the actions of the man and the woman and in their interaction 

with the Lord?  
 
 
 
 
82. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
Paul described himself and his co-workers as “jars of clay” into whom the Lord had placed the 

treasure of the Good News (v. 7). He explained that this treasure sustained him in all the difficulties 
he experienced as one who was “always carrying in the body the death of Jesus” (v. 10), but he also 
stated that God was enabling him and using his patient acceptance in difficulties so “the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh” (v. 11). That enabled him to be God’s own blessing to 
those around him. 

God had not given this treasure to Paul just for his own comfort and assurance. The Good 
News is to be proclaimed! That was Paul’s entire purpose as an apostle. 

83. Why, in stating this again, did Paul quote Psalm 116:10 from the Scriptures? 
 
 
 
 
84. What confidence did Paul have, for himself and for his hearers, as a result of the message 

he was sent to proclaim? 
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85. How was Paul “wasting away” outwardly? What was renewing him inwardly day by day? 
 
 
 
 
In our Christian discipleship, the closer we are to Christ, the more we realize how much farther 

we have to go to reach His goal for us, especially when we think of our sins of omission. As we 
acknowledge this about ourselves, the more reason we have to praise Him for saving us by grace, 
and the more reason we have to depend on His Spirit to continue His saving work in us (see 
Philippians 1:3–6). 

Often the humanistic approach to acceptance of difficulties is “Look around and you will see 
someone else who is worse off than you are.” This may help a little, but Paul recommends a better 
comparison.  

86. What will make our present troubles, especially those that are a result of our discipleship, 
appear to be “slight [and] momentary” to us? How can we fix our eyes on what is unseen? (See 
Hebrews 11:1, 6, 24–27.) What is the difference between tents and buildings that makes Paul’s point 
very clear? 

 
 
 
 
87. What are some promises of God’s Word that help you focus on the unseen when you are 

hard-pressed by circumstances in your life? 
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Lesson 6 

Proper 6 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 4:26–34 
Jesus the teacher is remembered especially for His parables—earthly stories with heavenly 

meanings. His stories met people where they lived—in their family life, in agriculture, in the 
marketplace, in the world of nature. People related to what Jesus was describing in His stories, but 
they didn’t always grasp the spiritual lessons behind the stories. Scholars tell us that understanding 
the spiritual lesson depends on finding the point of comparison. It is a mistake to look for a lot of 
points or to give spiritual significance to every detail and allegorize the stories. Today we look at and 
learn from two little parables from the realm of nature that tell us what the kingdom of God is like. 

88. What is emphasized about the seed and its growth in the parable of the growing seed that is 
the point of comparison to the kingdom of God? What does the story tell us about the kingdom of 
God as seen in the ministry of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
89. If we think of the kingdom of God as the Church in its ministry for Jesus, what does this 

parable say is our responsibility? What encouragement does the story give us as we carry out that 
responsibility? (See 1 Peter 1:23–25 and Isaiah 55:10–11.) 

 
 
 
 
 
90. What can we not do, nor be held responsible for, in our ministry for Christ in His kingdom? 
 
 
 
 
91. What is emphasized about a mustard seed in the parable of the mustard seed that is the 

point of comparison to the kingdom of God? What does the story tell us about the kingdom of God 
as seen in the ministry of Jesus? 
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92. If we think of the kingdom of God as the Church in its ministry for Jesus, what 
encouragement does Jesus’ story give us? (See Matthew 10:42; 12:20.) In the parable’s picture, what 
is to be the end result of the Church’s ministry? (See Matthew 11:28–30; 25:34–36.) 

 
 
 
 
93. What does “He spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it” say to us about the 

teaching ministry of the Church? (See 1 Peter 2:2–3.) What does “privately to His own disciples He 
explained everything” say to us about the teaching ministry of the Church? (See Hebrews 5:11–6:3.) 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 17:22–24 
This pericope concludes a message from the Lord through Ezekiel, a message in the form of an 

allegory that Ezekiel explained in detail in the preceding parts of chapter 17. Today’s Old Testament 
Lesson must be understood in the light of that allegory. The allegory involved the imagery of two 
eagles, a cedar tree, a seed, and a vine. It spoke prophetically to the Jews in exile in Babylon of the 
fate of their homeland and nation. 

Assyria had been the great power in the area. It had swept away Israel, the Northern Kingdom, 
in 721 BC, and had devastated northern Judah and threatened Jerusalem. But Nineveh, its capital, 
fell to the combined forces of the Babylonians and Medes in 612. Babylon then vied with Egypt for 
hegemony over Palestine. In 597 BC, Babylon subdued Judah and took King Jehoiakim’s son, 
Jehoiachin, and 10,000 prominent Jews, including Ezekiel, into exile in Babylonia. Ezekiel’s 
allegory pictured these events as a great eagle breaking off the topmost shoot of a cedar (the line of 
David) and carrying it away to a land of merchants and traders. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
placed Zedekiah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, on the throne in Jerusalem as his vassal. The allegory pictured 
this as the eagle taking a seed and planting it in fertile soil, but it produced not a proud cedar, but a 
productive vine with roots and branches that turned toward the eagle. Egypt tried to reassert itself, 
and Zedekiah foolishly allied with Egypt and rebelled against Babylon. The allegory pictured this as 
the vine sending its roots toward a second great eagle. Ezekiel was God’s spokesman to the Jews in 
exile in this period. He prophesied that Jerusalem would fall and King Zedekiah would die in 
Babylonia because he had broken the oath of allegiance that he had sworn in the Lord’s name. The 
dreadful fulfillment came in 586 BC, when Babylon conquered Jerusalem and destroyed the 
beautiful temple of Solomon. Many more Jews were settled in Babylonia. Hope that the exile would 
be brief faded. 

Against that dark background, the prophet resumed the allegory with today’s lesson, a beautiful 
promise in sharp contrast to the words of judgment and defeat. Its picture was partially fulfilled 
when Cyrus the Persian conquered Babylon and allowed a remnant of Jews to return under 
Zerubbabel, a Davidic prince, to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple and reestablish a Jewish national 
identity. But that little vassal state was hardly the splendid cedar the allegory promised. 

94. To what was Ezekiel’s prophecy pointing for its ultimate fulfillment? 
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95. What is the impact of the Sovereign Lord’s saying, “I Myself will . . . “? What was He 
promising in His taking a shoot from the top of a cedar and making it into a splendid cedar that 
would produce branches and bear fruit? 

 
 
 
 
 
96. How does “in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest” underscore the 

messianic character of this prophecy? What do “I bring low the high tree, and make high the low 
tree” and “dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish” say about this kingdom? (See Luke 
14:11; Matthew 20:25–28.) 

 
 
 
 
 
97. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 
Paul continued his contrast between the earthly tent and the heavenly building and then 

introduced the idea that our anticipation of being “clothed” with the heavenly building (our glorified 
heavenly body) makes us feel “naked” in our earthly tent (which is temporary and mortal). As a 
result, we ___, being ___, as we wait for what is ___ to be swallowed up by ___. 

98. What does Paul say was God’s purpose in making us what we are? In what sense has God 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee of what is to come? Since Jesus promised to be with us always, 
how could Paul say, “While we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord”? 

 
 
 
 
 
When we enjoy the confidence of living by faith, not by sight, Paul says our whole outlook 

becomes one of preferring to “be away from the body and at home with the Lord” (see Philippians 
1:20–21). Modern medicine, however, understandably takes a different view and often uses its 
considerable resources to prolong earthly life, even if for but a short time—and sometimes at the 
expense of the quality of life. 

99. Why is it that sometimes when facing death, some Christians also adopt the medical 
approach of prolonging earthly life at all costs? Is this spiritually healthy? 
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100. In Romans, Paul wrote, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus” (8:1). How can he say here that “we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or 
evil” (2 Corinthians 5:10)? What does this say to those whose fear of judgment factors into their 
hanging on to earthly life? 

 
 
 
 
101. What, according to Paul, should always be our goal in life? why? How are you working to 

please Christ in your daily living?  
 
 
 
 
Paul applied himself to some of the accusations of those who were his opponents among the 

Corinthian Christians.  
102. What were two of the accusations by his opponents against Paul that he confronted here? 

How did Paul defend himself and refute their accusations? 
 
 
 
 
103. In their Gnostic “wisdom,” Paul’s opponents promoted the “freedom” of libertinism. 

What did Paul insist is the only proper response to the One who died for us who, as a result and in 
effect, died with Him? 

 
 
 
 
104. What had changed Paul’s point of view regarding Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 
 
105. As a result, he looked at those who are in Christ by faith as a new creation, the old having 

passed away, the new having come! What does this say to you about your life in Christ? 
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Lesson 7 

Proper 7 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 4:35–41 
The Sea of Galilee was also known as the Lake of Gennesaret, after the fertile plain to the 

northwest of the lake, through which the trade route, the Way of the Sea, led from Damascus to the 
seaports of Tyre and Sidon. It is a freshwater lake fed by the Jordan River, of such a size that it was 
designated a sea—12 miles long and 7 miles across. It is enclosed by hills, rising to 1,000 feet and 
more to the east and west and south, but lower and less steep to the northwest as they lead to the 
Plain of Gennesaret. Lying in the Ghor, the Jordan Depression, the Sea of Galilee is 682 feet below 
sea level. The area has a semitropical climate, but snow-crowned Mount Hermon, which supplies 
both the river and the sea, rises to over 9,000 feet only some 60 miles to the north, and sudden, 
violent storms at times sweep down from the mountain to stir the water in the bowl of the lake. The 
fresh water of the Sea of Galilee supports abundant marine life, and Jesus’ first disciples were 
professional fishermen. 

Jesus decided they should go over to the east side. Mark 5:1 says their destination was the 
region of the Gerasenes. Jesus occasionally took His disciples out of Jewish areas to escape the 
crowds and to give Him more time for direct interaction with them.  

106. What does Mark’s “they took Him with them in the boat, just as He was” suggest? 
 
 
 
 
 
107. Jesus settled down in the stern and slept with His head on the proskephalaion, literally “the 

thing for the head.” What do details like that suggest to us about the story Mark was telling? 
 
 
 
 
 
The “great windstorm” that suddenly blew in was no surprise to these seasoned boatsmen, but 

its fury threatened to swamp the boat and made them fear for their lives. Note the contrast between 
the panic of the disciples and Jesus’ sense of calm, literally in the midst of the storm.  

108. What does it say about Jesus in His humanity that He was able to sleep during the raging 
storm? What does it say about the disciples that, in their fear, they turned to Jesus? 
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109. After Jesus acted to save them, Mark says that a new fear struck the disciples. Mark’s 
Greek is emphatic: ephobethesan phobon megan, literally, “they feared with great fear.” Why did the 
Lord’s dramatic action in saving them make them so fearful? What does their “Who then is this?” 
suggest about their faith and their understanding at this point in their discipleship? 

 
 
 
 
110. What was Jesus teaching them with His “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 

When does He say the same to us in our Christian life experience? 
 
 
 
 
111. How does this biblical incident encourage us to face any and all circumstances in life with 

confidence and courage? (See John 10:27–30, 14:23.) 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Job 38:1–11 
Horace Hummel, in The Word Becoming Flesh, points out that as to the date of the Book of Job, 

the unusual nature of the Hebrew, both in terms of the words and the meaning given to them, as 
well as the syntax, may suggest an origin in ancient, even patriarchal, times:  

In both Jewish and Christian circles it once was common to think of an actual 
patriarchal date of composition (e.g., Eusebius). At least in its essence, we are still in 
no position to dimiss that possibility, but we still know too little of the language and 
other aspects of the culture of that period even to test this alternative thoroughly. 

However, 
Already Gregory of Nazianzus in the fourth century A.D. suggested the age of 

Solomon as the most likely period of composition; he was seconded by Luther, and 
probably the majority of modern conservative scholars would concur, as do we (pp. 
464, 465). 

 
The writing explores the meaning of faith when confronted with the mystery of the suffering of 

the righteous. In the book, the consideration is prompted by God giving Satan permission to test 
righteous Job. In effect, it is also a test of the Lord Himself, to possibly discredit Him for building 
His relationship with man on man’s faith and faithfulness. Because of this, the experience of Job and 
the analyses that follow give the book a cosmic significance.  

What occasions the search for understanding is righteous Job’s being tested by losing 
everything but his life, which God declares off-limits for Satan. Three friends come to comfort Job, 
but they end up offering only the logical explanation that Job was guilty of some serious sin, which 
had brought God’s severe judgment on him. They urge Job to confess this and repent. But Job 
steadfastly maintains his innocence and his commitment to trust the Lord “though He slay me” 
(13:15). A fourth friend rebukes Job for his hasty, defensive talk and points to the value in divine 
chastening and God’s redemptive purpose in it. Then God Himself speaks to Job, declaring His 
preeminence and His unsearchable wisdom. Job is led to repent of his questioning and arguing and 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
33 

to submit to God’s mysterious will, admitting, “I have uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not know” (42:3). And in the end, Job, who had lost everything, is 
blessed by God more abundantly than ever. 

Job’s fourth friend, Elihu, listened as Job and his three older friends sought the reason for Job’s 
suffering. Then he spoke, and in conclusion said, “Out of the north [from Mount Hermon, the 
source of storms] comes golden splendor; God is clothed with awesome majesty” (37:22), preparing 
Job to hear the Lord speak to him out of the storm he was experiencing. Today’s lesson is the first 
part of four chapters in which the Lord speaks to Job, and begins with “The Lord answered Job out 
of the whirlwind.” Right from the outset, the Lord makes it clear that Job’s complaining and 
blaming Him were unjustified, for Job’s words were spoken without knowledge and understanding. 

112. How did the Lord’s series of rhetorical questions (which continue through chapter 41) 
underscore for Job his lack of knowledge? 

 
 
 
 
113. Though the Lord’s questions did not address Job’s suffering nor resolve his complaints, 

what did they accomplish in Job? (See 40:3–5; 42:1–6.) 
 
 
 
 
114. What can we learn from Job’s experience and the Lord’s words to him? (See Romans 

11:33–36; 8:28, 31–39.) 
 
 
 
 
115. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 6:1–13 
Paul ended chapter 5 with: “We are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through 

us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake He made Him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (vv. 20–21). In 
today’s lesson, he followed that positive appeal with a strong negative warning: “Working together 
with Him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. . . . Now is the favorable 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

Then he returned to his defense of his apostleship, saying he had put no ___ in anyone’s way, 
so that no ___ would be found in his ___.  

116. How might a minister be putting an obstacle in the way of others? How would that 
discredit his ministry? 
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In describing what he had been willing to go through and put up with, the spiritual qualities 
that sustained him and undergirded his work, and the varying circumstances that surrounded him, 
Paul was not boasting, but was giving a catalog of factual experiences, an elaboration of “in every 
way.” In effect, Paul was saying, “This is what you should see in an apostle and ambassador for 
Christ.” 

117. Why was Paul able to speak so freely and open his heart to the Corinthians in spite of the 
opposition and rejection of some? What was the response that he was hoping for?  
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Lesson 8 

Proper 8 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 5:21–43 
Jairus was “one of the rulers of the synagogue,” an elected elder, who managed the services 

and other affairs of the synagogue. Jairus approached Jesus with deep concern for his daughter’s life. 
118. What does it say about this prominent man that he was ready to kneel before Jesus and 

bow his head to the ground in ancient Near Eastern obeisance? How is it that he had such 
confidence in Jesus’ ability to heal his daughter? 

 
 
 
 
Mark said, “And He went with him.” Jesus was always ready to respond to the need of the 

moment. Along the way there was another interruption—the woman subject to bleeding, who was 
convinced that if she could just touch Jesus’ cloak, she would be healed. And it happened! 

119. What does Scripture say about the role faith plays in our receiving the blessings from our 
Lord for which we ask Him? (See Luke 11:9–13; James 1:5–8; Matthew 21:22; Mark 6:4–6; Luke 
22:42; 1 Corinthians 12:3; Romans 10:17.)  

 
 
 
 
120. As they were going to Jairus’s home, some of his friends brought word that his daughter 

had died. What does their “Why trouble the Teacher any further?” say about them and their attitude 
toward Jesus? How did Jesus encourage and stimulate Jairus’s continued expectation? How does He 
bring us similar encouragement in our crises? 

 
 
 
 
121. Why did Jesus, knowing what He planned to do, limit the number of disciples who 

continued with Him to Jairus’s home to the inner circle of three? 
 
 
 
 
At the home, the mourning process had begun. Crying and loud wailing were the customary 

Jewish expressions of grief. Sometimes, when relatives were few, professional mourners were hired 
to assist the family in making the appropriate sounds of grieving. Palestine’s climate necessitated 
burial on the same day or the next morning, so their mourning was compressed into a short period 
of time. It is thought that their vocal expression of grief was to help “get the grief out” and allow life 
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to return to normal patterns more quickly—and common working people had to resume their work 
almost immediately to supply their families’ needs. 

122. What does this commotion fully establish regarding Jairus’ daughter? In spite of all this, 
what did Jesus say about her? How did the mourners receive Jesus’ words? 

 
 
 
 
Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity! Jesus took the dead girl’s hand, called to her, and 

restored her to life. Peter, through Mark, has preserved for us even the very sound of Jesus’ words in 
Aramaic: Talitha koum, literally, “Little girl, arise!” When the dead girl was “awake” and walking 
around, Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 

123. Why did Peter, through Mark, record that little detail? 
 
 
 
 
124. Why did Jesus give them strict orders not to let anyone know about this? 
 
 
 
 
125. What does it say to us that the Bible frequently talks about death as sleeping? 
 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Lamentations 3:22–33 
Lamentations is a series of five poetic laments over the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

temple. Each contains 22 verses, reflecting the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet, except the 
third, which has 66—three times 22. The first four are alphabet acrostics. The first three are equal in 
length. In the first and second, each verse has three Hebrew lines, while in the third, each of the 66 
verses is one line. Each verse of the fourth is two Hebrew lines. The fifth is shortest, each verse 
having only one Hebrew line. However passionate the laments are, they were composed with 
studied care. 

Although Lamentations is anonymous, ancient Jewish and Christian traditions ascribe it to 
Jeremiah. Its vocabulary and style are similar to his prophecy, and he was an eyewitness of the 
events so vividly portrayed in the laments. The author understood that Babylon was the human 
agent of divine retribution—that it really was the Lord Himself who had judged and destroyed the 
holy city and its temple. Orthodox Jews today read Lamentations aloud in its entirety on the ninth 
day of Ab, the traditional date of the destruction of both Solomon’s temple in 586 BC and Herod’s 
temple in AD 70. Many read it weekly at the Wailing Wall in Old Jerusalem.  

The theology of Lamentations reaches its apex as it focuses on the goodness of God. The 
lament softens as the Lord’s purpose behind it all is considered. The author calls to mind three 
qualities in the Lord that inspired his hope: the Lord’s steadfast ___, His never-ending ___, and His 
great ___.  
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126. Why is it so helpful to know that the Lord’s love and compassion are new every morning? 
 
 
 
 
127. What does “The LORD is my portion” suggest about the author? (See Numbers 18:20.) 

How is the Lord also our portion or inheritance as Christians? How does having the Lord as our true 
inheritance lead us to “wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD”? 

 
 
 
 
Jeremiah was called to wear the yoke of a prophet in his youth, and he even tried to use his 

youth as an excuse for sidestepping the call. The message of judgment and destruction that he had to 
bring to Judah led those around him to reject and oppose him. Yet, in this hopeful section of his 
lament, he maintains that it is good to wear the yoke while young, and even good to go through such 
difficult experiences.  

128. How is it an advantage to know the Lord Jesus from infancy on? What problems may 
result from always having known Jesus is our Savior? 

 
 
 
 
129. Lamentations gives assurance that the Lord “does not willingly afflict or grieve the 

children of men,” yet troubles come to all of us. For what purpose does the Lord allow this? (See vv. 
39–40; Hebrews 12:5–13.) 

 
 
 
 
130. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 8:1–9, 13–15 
Palestine was experiencing a four-year drought and the attendant famine. Paul encouraged his 

Greek congregations to show love to their Jewish brothers and sisters through a relief collection, and 
he offered a planned approach (see 1 Corinthians 16:1–4). But disputes that divided them and 
distanced them from Paul distracted them from this good work. Difficulties had been resolved, and 
now Paul was sending Titus again, carrying his letter, so “he should complete among you this act of 
grace.” Chapters 8 and 9 offer instruction and provide principles for us regarding our stewardship of 
life. 

The Jews of the synagogue in Thessalonica had been especially venomous in their opposition 
to Paul and his Gospel, and had continued to persecute the Christian group there, and even 
extended the persecution throughout Macedonia. It appears that they had some social and political 
clout and probably were able to put some economic sanctions into effect against the Christians. But 
Paul said of the Macedonian churches’ giving to the relief fund: “They gave according to their 
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means, and beyond their means, as I can testify, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the 
favor of taking part in the relief of the saints.” He said the secret of their generosity was that “they 
gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.”  

The Corinthian Christians were blessed with spiritual gifts. But proud, selfish misuse of these 
gifts was part of their divisiveness. Paul urged them to focus not just on gifts that blessed them but 
also on the grace by which they would bless others: the grace of ___. His pointing to the grace of the 
Lord Jesus, however, made it clear that any true Christian grace of giving has to begin with the grace 
of ___. Then Jesus becomes both motivator and model. 

131. With Christ as our model, what becomes a necessary attribute of our giving? Why must 
Christian giving always be voluntary to be joyful? How is Jesus our example in this? (See John 
10:18; 2 Corinthians 5:14–15; Hebrews 12:2.) 

 
 
 
 
132. Analyze Paul’s principle in verse 12: “If the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to 

what a person has, not according to what he does not have.”  
 
 
 
 
133. How can looking at the example of others encourage our generosity? How might such a 

horizontal awareness become a negative influence? 
 
 
 
 
134. How can a congregation of Christians with differing incomes and needs aim at “equality” 

in their life together and in their Christian giving? How can affluent American Christians aim at 
“equality” with Christian sisters and brothers who live in poverty in other lands?  
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Lesson 9 

Proper 9 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:1–13 
Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan River, probably just north of Jericho. He was then 

driven by the Spirit into the desert for 40 days of testing. He emerged full of the Spirit and power for 
His ministry. The synoptic Gospels move immediately to His ministry in Galilee, but John’s Gospel 
suggests that first, Jesus returned for a time to the region of the Jordan, where John testified that He 
is the Son of God and called Him the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Jesus also 
interacted with several of John’s disciples, who later became His own disciples. After a short time in 
Judea, however, He went to Galilee for the beginning of His public ministry. 

135. Why didn’t Jesus begin His ministry in Jerusalem, the center of Jewish religious activity? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ ministry involved two thrusts: His miraculous healing and helping of those in need and 

His preaching the Word of the kingdom of God. Early in His Galilean ministry, Jesus led His 
disciples to His hometown, where His reputation as an itinerant rabbi and healer had preceded Him. 
The return of this hometown boy must have caused quite a stir among the townspeople; they were 
eager to see Him in action and to listen to His teaching for themselves.  

Mark wrote only that “many who heard Him were astonished” by His teaching and His 
reputation and that “they took offense at Him.” Luke detailed the cause of their amazement and 
their skepticism (see Luke 4:14–21). 

136. Why was it that they took offense at Him and rejected His teaching? 
 
 
 
 
137. Jesus’ proverb about a prophet not being honored in his hometown related directly to His 

experience in Nazareth. How are His words applicable to His larger experience with God’s covenant 
people? (See John 1:10–11.) What warning may we see in this for ourselves? 

 
 
 
 
 
Mark wrote, “He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick 

people and healed them. And He marveled because of their unbelief.” 
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138. What role does faith play in receiving God’s help, even His miraculous power? (See 
Matthew 21:18–22; Mark 9:21–24; James 1:5–8.) 

 
 
 
 
The Bible clearly teaches that faith itself is a gracious gift of God through the power of the Holy 

Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 12:3; Ephesians 2:8–9). 
139. How can we receive the work of the Spirit in our lives, enlarge our faith, and expand our 

reception of the blessings promised to those who have faith? (See Romans 10:17; Colossians 2:6–7; 
Luke 11:9–13.) 

 
 
 
 
Twice Jesus marveled at great faith: at that of the centurion of Capernaum, and at that of the 

Canaanite woman, both Gentiles. Here He marveled at the lack of faith of those who knew Him 
best.  

140. Jesus expanded His ministry by giving authority to the Twelve and sending them out two 
by two. Why two by two? What did His instructions regarding their daily needs force upon them? 
What did their shaking the dust off their feet mean to them and say to those who had rejected their 
ministry? How did their ministry reflect that of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 2:1–5 
Ezekiel was God’s prophet to the people of Judah during their exile in Babylonia. He was part 

of the first deportation of 10,000. During the years that followed, while Jerusalem still stood and was 
ruled by Zedekiah as Babylon’s vassal, Ezekiel proclaimed that its doom and destruction were 
certain as the Lord’s judgment against a faithless people. When Zedekiah rebelled, Babylon crushed 
Jerusalem, destroying the city and the temple. More exiles were settled in Babylonia. Then Ezekiel’s 
message changed to encouragement and hope. The danger was that the exiles would lose hope of 
restoration, settle into life in Babylonia, and forsake their national and covenant identity. 

Ezekiel was God’s spokesman to those in exile. In the first chapter, Ezekiel explained that his 
call came by the Chebar Canal, probably a meeting place for prayer and encouragement, “in the 
thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day.” In a vision, Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord. 
“When I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.”  

“Son of man” is used 93 times in Ezekiel as he is addressed by the transcendent God who 
called him and enabled him. This phrase, then, was not at all unfamiliar when Jesus used it to refer 
to Himself, though Jesus’ usage is more appropriately related to the thrust of Daniel 7:13–14.  

141. What was the Lord emphasizing for Ezekiel in calling him “son of man”? What is the 
thrust of “son of man” in Daniel 7:13–14? 
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142. The Lord told Ezekiel to stand up and listen, and the Spirit came into him and set him on 
his feet. What does this say about the Lord’s call and our response to it? 

 
 
 
 
143. What was the spiritual milieu into which the Lord was sending His prophet? What would 

the Lord accomplish in speaking to the people through Ezekiel “whether they hear or refuse to 
hear”? 

 
 
 
 
144. What does this say to the Church and its ministers as God’s spokesmen to our world 

today? 
 
 
 
 
145. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 12:1–10 
Paul had to defend his authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ, for some in Corinth still 

questioned it because he had not been one of the Twelve, and especially because of what they 
considered the naiveté of his Gospel of salvation purely by grace through faith in Jesus and His 
atoning death on the cross. Paul asserted the divine character and power of his preaching of “Christ 
crucified” in his First Letter to the Corinthians (see 1:18–25). But his adversaries continued to 
question his apostleship and even impugned his integrity, picking on the fact that he had changed his 
itinerary and had not visited Corinth as soon as he had promised. In writing Second Corinthians, 
Paul explained the reasons for his change of plans, encouraged them to complete the collection for 
the Jewish brothers and sisters in Palestine, and again argued the authenticity of his apostleship. 
Were his adversaries claiming to have superior knowledge because of a “direct line” to the Spirit? 
Well, he could boast of “visions and revelations” of his own. 

In the first chapter of his Letter to the Galatians, Paul told of the years following his 
confrontation with Jesus on the road to Damascus. They were years of solitude in Arabia and in 
Damascus. He then visited James, a relative of Jesus, who had become the leader of the church in 
Jerusalem. While he was there, the Jews’ religious leaders plotted to kill him, and the brothers sent 
him off to Tarsus, his hometown. Paul was in the school of the Holy Spirit, deepening his 
understanding that the crucified and risen Jesus is indeed the Messiah foretold in the sacred 
Scriptures. This kept him away from “center stage” while the Jews’ animosity toward him cooled. 
Perhaps the rapturous experience he describes in this pericope was God’s way of confirming that 
Paul had been called by Jesus to be His apostle. Whether in spirit or physically, Paul was caught up 
to the third heaven. 
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146. Why was Paul allowed to hear “things that cannot be told, which man may not utter”? 
 
 
 
 
When we have enjoyed some exalting experience, the Lord sometimes opens the door to 

something that will bring us back down to earth. That was Paul’s experience. We are not told just 
what Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was. Many ailments of the ancient world have been suggested, but 
the only thing we can say for sure is that Paul felt it hampered his ministry—so he asked the Lord 
pointedly and repeatedly to take it away.  

147. Why did the Lord allow the “thorn” to continue to plague His apostle? 
 
 
 
 
148. What assurance did the Lord give Paul in lieu of taking the thorn away? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ “My power is made perfect in weakness” does not suggest that His power is imperfect or 

incomplete unless it is compared to human weakness. Teleitai, “made perfect,” comes from the noun 
telos, one meaning of which is “goal, aim, or purpose.” Paul was being assured that the end purpose 
of Christ’s grace-power would be achieved when Paul acknowledged it and received it and counted 
on it as the remedy for his own weakness. 

149. What was Paul’s reaction to the Lord’s solution to his problem? 
 
 
 
 
150. What does Paul’s “when I am weak, then I am strong” say to us as we seek to carry out 

our mission for Christ today? (See 1 Corinthians 2:1–5.) 
 
 
 
 
151. Point to situations in your life in which you have seen God use an affliction or a handicap 

to produce a more effective witness for Jesus. 
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Lesson 10 

Proper 10 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:14–29 
John the Baptist had carried out his ministry at the Jordan River, probably just to the north of 

Jericho. John had attracted multitudes from Jerusalem and the villages of Judea in spite of his 
forceful and demanding preaching—or maybe because of it. It was no easy task for people to go out 
to hear him, for it meant walking 17 miles down the rough road between Jerusalem and Jericho and 
then back up into the hills to go home; but Josephus, a first-century historian, estimated that 300,000 
people had gone out into the desert to hear John and be baptized by him. Jewish society had buzzed 
with conversation about John, wondering whether this prophetic figure, with his uncompromising 
call for a repentance validated by a change in attitudes and actions, was the promised Christ. 
Opinions on both sides of the question must have flowed freely. The Sanhedrin had investigated and 
interrogated John, and in response to their pointed question, John had stated clearly, “I am not the 
Christ . . . I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord’” 
(John 1:20–23).  

In spite of John’s enormous popularity, Herod Antipas, the Rome-appointed tetrarch over 
Galilee and Perea, arrested and imprisoned and ultimately executed him.  

152. What was it that prompted Herod to quiet John by arresting and imprisoning him? Why 
didn’t Herod then just give in to his wife’s desire to have John put to death? What brought the 
opportunity for Herodias to get rid of the prophet, who had irritated her? 

 
 
 
 
153. What does it say about Herod that he evidently had John brought before him and listened 

to John’s message at times? What does it say about Herod that he made a rash vow when he was 
pleased with the dancing of Herodias’s daughter? What does it say about Herod that he ordered the 
beheading of John instead of retracting his vow and correcting his mistake? 

 
 
 
 
The record of all of this was included in Mark’s Gospel because of Herod’s reaction to Jesus at 

the time He had expanded His Gospel ministry by authorizing and enabling the Twelve and sending 
them out to minister in His name. 

154. What were the three opinions about Jesus that King Herod was told? What was the fearful 
conclusion that was reached by the king? 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Amos 7:7–15 
Amos, whose name means “burden” or “burden bearer,” was God’s prophet to the Northern 

Kingdom, Israel, some 30 years before its fall to Assyria. Both Israel, under Jeroboam II, and Judah, 
under Uzziah, were enjoying a time of prosperity. They were politically secure and had become 
spiritually smug. About 40 years earlier, Elisha had prophesied a resurgence of Israel’s power (see  
2 Kings 13:14–19). Israel saw their prosperity as part of this blessing, but in their affluence, they 
became religiously shallow and morally corrupt. It was a time of open idolatry, extravagant 
indulgence in luxurious living, the corruption of judicial procedures, and the oppression of the poor. 
Amos called for repentance, warning that the Lord’s patience was at an end. His prophecy is 
strikingly contemporary for us in terms of both the circumstances he addressed and his call for social 
justice as the indispensable expression of true piety. 

155. What was represented by the plumb line in terms of the Lord’s judgment of His faithless 
people? 

 
 
 
 
Amaziah was “the priest of Bethel.” When the ten northern tribes rebelled against Solomon’s 

son, Rehoboam, they established the Kingdom of Israel and crowned Jeroboam as their king. 
Jeroboam immediately faced a religious and political dilemma. The temple in Jerusalem was the 
only place for offering the sacrifices to Yahweh. 1 Kings 12:26–33 describes his problem and how he 
tried to solve it. Some scholars think the sanctuaries at Dan and Bethel were intended to continue 
the worship of Yahweh, and the calf images were intended to be “footstools” for Yahweh to stand 
on, straddling the territory of Israel. But calves were pagan representations of deity, and it was only 
a small step from this introduction of pagan imagery into Yahweh worship to the worship of pagan 
idols alongside Yahweh. Sacrifices at state-constructed shrines carried out by state-appointed priests 
separated the people of Israel not only from Jerusalem and the temple, but also from the covenant 
promise that centered in the Son of David. This misguided step, called “the sin of Jeroboam,” was 
perpetuated by his successors, and also by Jeroboam II some 120 years later, and occasioned the 
Lord’s sending Amos with the prophecy of destruction. 

Amaziah and his priests served by authorization of the king, so it is not hard to understand that 
Amaziah would reject and try to counteract Amos’s message of judgment with more favorable 
pronouncements. 

156. What did Amaziah suggest about Amos and his position as a prophet? How did Amos 
respond to this insinuation? 

 
 
 
 
 
Amos had heard the Lord’s call to be His prophet and he had gone to Israel. His strong sense of 

obligation to proclaim the Lord’s message is seen in 3:7–8. He didn’t back off when Amaziah 
pressured him, but repeated the Lord’s message of doom. 

157. How did Amos personalize the prophecy to Amaziah’s own experience? (See 7:16–17.) 
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158. What does Amos’s experience and example as a prophet say to the Church today? 
 
 
 
 
159. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 1:3–14 
Ephesus was “the jewel of Asia,” the Roman province on the west coast of what we call Turkey 

today. It enjoyed a large inland harbor, connected with the Aegean Sea by a channel several miles 
long. It was a bustling metropolis of 200,000, a center of commerce, a seat of government, 
prosperous and worldly. Its civic pride centered in the temple of the goddess, Diana—a building 342 
feet long and 164 feet wide, surrounded by 100 stately marble columns 55 feet tall, with walls and 
roof also of gleaming white marble. It was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. To this 
proud pagan city, Paul devoted three years of his apostolic ministry, and with such effect that Acts 
says, “all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord” (19:10). 

The central theme of the epistle is: All things are created for unity in Christ. As Paul assured 
the Ephesians—and, by extension, assures us—of a place in this divine plan, he unfolded the 
mystery of predestination: God ___ in Him before ___, that we should be ___ before Him. In love, 
He ___ us for ___ through ___, according to the purpose of His ___, to the praise of His ___, with 
which He has blessed us in ___. In Him we have ___ through His ___, the ___ of our ___. Many 
scholars think this whole pericope is one long, flowing sentence in Greek, which gushed out of the 
inspired apostle as he dictated his greetings at the beginnings of his letter. It is a trinitarian doxology, 
each section of which ends with “to the praise of His glorious grace/glory.” 

160. The phrase “in Christ” or its equivalent occurs 12 times. Why is God’s choosing so 
pointedly qualified in this way? (See John 14:6.) 

 
 
 
 
161. The Greek word translated simply as “adoption” speaks of “adoption of sons.” Why 

would Paul speak here of our being God’s adopted as “sons” and not God’s “children”? Why does 
our translation use only the word “adoption”? 

 
 
 
 
 
162. What does “to the praise of His glorious grace” say about our being chosen by God in 

Christ? 
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163. “We have redemption.” The apolutrosis was the ransom payment to emancipate a slave. 
What does this say about God’s choosing us in Christ? 

 
 
 
 
164. When will God’s eternal plan and purpose be fully put into effect? 
 
 
 
 
165. How is it that we were included in this mysterious purpose of God? What does it mean to 

you in your Christian life that God chose you in Christ from eternity to be His son or daughter? 
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Lesson 11 

Proper 11 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:30–44 
Ah, vacation time—a time for rest and relief from the usual demands on time and energy! God 

Himself acknowledged the need of this for man and animals in commanding the Sabbath (rest) Day. 
An extension of this is a longer period of vacation, not only for rest, but for recreation and 
restoration of interest in and energy for normal responsibilities. Employers know the value of time 
away to the successful performance of duties, so limits to the hours of a workday and workweek, 
extra holidays, and annual vacations are built into the packages offered to employees. 

Those in business for themselves or in service professions or in management positions quickly 
learn that their responsibilities require time and thought and effort beyond a 40-hour workweek. 
Especially those whose vocations involve them directly in serving the needs of others know that such 
demands can come at any time. They also learn that if their vacation is to be a time of rest to restore 
them to effective functioning, they had better get away physically from the situation in which they 
serve. 

Their training mission completed, the apostles reported to Jesus. But so pressing were the 
crowds, so pressing were the opportunities to serve people in their needs, that they didn’t even have 
time for basic needs. They needed a vacation. So Jesus said, “Come away by yourselves to a 
desolate place and rest a while.” Jesus and His disciples sailed away in search of that quiet place, but 
the eager, expectant, demanding crowd ran around the lake shore and was waiting for them. 

166. What does it say about the crowd that Jesus saw them as “sheep without a shepherd”? 
What does it say about Jesus that, in His compassion for them, He was ready to shelve vacation 
plans and devote Himself to “[teaching] them many things”?  

 
 
 
 
167. What assurance do we find for our own lives in Jesus’ compassionate ministry? 
 
 
 
 
168. What does Jesus’ example teach us, who live in a society that is so recreation oriented that 

it has “TGIF” as a motto and sees the work week as a necessity to finance opportunities to “go do 
it”? (See John 9:4–5.) 

 
 
 
 
The disciples were very practical in their concern for the crowd. “Send them away to go . . . and 

buy themselves something to eat.” Jesus challenged them, “You give them something to eat.” 
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Again, in their practicality, they pointed to the immensity of such a task, asking, “Shall we go and 
buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” Jesus told them to see what they 
could come up with, and they found five loaves and two fish. Jesus took the loaves and the fish, 
looked up to heaven, gave thanks, and broke the loaves and divided the fish for the disciples to 
distribute. And 5,000 men were fed, “besides women and children” (Matthew 14:21). 

169. Remember, Mark was recording Peter’s recollection of the event. How does Peter’s 
pointing to the practicality of the disciples regarding the people’s need add to the mystery and 
wonder of Jesus’ filling the need? What is suggested by Peter’s pointing out that they gathered 
leftovers in 12 baskets? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 23:1–6 
Jeremiah was God’s prophet to the leaders and people of the kingdom of Judah during its last 

years. While the political leaders were looking for alliances with other nations and the religious 
leaders were insisting that because of the temple, God would never let Jerusalem be conquered, 
Jeremiah prophesied the fall of Judah and Jerusalem to Babylon. He assailed the perfunctory 
religion that characterized temple worship. He warned that the leaders were deluding themselves 
and deceiving the people with false assurances of security by encouraging their trust in “the temple, 
the temple, the temple.” Jeremiah was persecuted and even imprisoned because of his unpopular 
message. He was considered unpatriotic and even traitorous because his message was seen as 
eroding the nation’s confidence. But, faithful to his calling and commission, Jeremiah continued to 
proclaim the Lord’s judgment of Judah.  

Today’s lesson is the high point of one of the great chapters of Jeremiah and of the Old 
Testament. It contrasts false “shepherds” (leaders, kings, professional prophets) with representatives 
of the truth. It ends with outstanding messianic assurance. 

170. In what sense were the leaders of Judah destroying and scattering the sheep of the Lord’s 
pasture? What would be the result of the falseness of the shepherds for the sheep? What would be the 
result for the false shepherds themselves? 

 
 
 
 
171. What was going to be the Lord’s solution to the problems of His destroyed and scattered 

sheep?  
 
 
 
172. Why does the Lord say “out of all the countries where I have driven them”? 
 
 
 
 
173. How would the Lord assure His sheep of His continued care? 
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The high point of this pericope, of this chapter, and of the entire prophecy of Jeremiah is 
reached with the clear and pointed messianic prophecy about the righteous Branch from David’s 
line. The Lord promises that He Himself will ___ a righteous Branch, who shall ___ as king and deal 
___, and shall execute ___ and ___ in the land (compare 2 Samuel 8:15).  

174. What is significant about the prophecy’s naming both Judah and Israel to be saved and to 
live in safety? 

 
 
 
 
Jeremiah said the righteous Branch from the line of David will be called Yahweh-zidqenu, “The 

LORD is our righteousness.” This was a play on Zidqiyahu, “Zedekiah,” the name given to the man 
on the throne in Jerusalem as Babylon’s appointed vassal, meaning “Yahweh My Righteousness [or 
Deliverance].” He was an uncle of King Jehoiakim, who was carried into exile in Babylon. His own 
name was Mattaniah, but the conquerors who appointed him vassal-king derisively named him 
Zedekiah—mocking Yahweh, saying He had not been able to deliver Jerusalem from Babylon’s 
might. When Egypt rose to threaten Babylon, Zedekiah foolishly allied himself with Egypt and 
rebelled against Babylon. When finally Jerusalem was sacked and the temple destroyed in 586 BC, 
he was forced to witness the execution of his two sons, and then he was blinded and led into 
captivity. The man named Zedekiah again became Babylon’s way of ridiculing Yahweh. But 
Jeremiah’s prophecy of the Branch of David who would rule the messianic kingdom promised a 
great King who would give the name “The LORD is our righteousness” full meaning. 

175. To what did the name of this promised messianic King point ahead? (See 2 Corinthians 
5:21.) 

 
 
 
 
176. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 2:11–22 
Paul was Jesus’ chosen apostle to the Gentile world. Today we easily read the words of this 

Epistle and almost take their message for granted. But for the world into which Paul was sent, they 
were revolutionary. Paul made that clear as he reminded the Greek Christians of Ephesus of their 
former status: They had been called ___ by those who called themselves ___; they had been ___, 
alienated from ___, strangers to the ___, having no ___ and without ___ in the world. The effect of 
what Paul was now going to tell them has extended down through the centuries to touch us, for we 
Christians, most of us, are of Gentile stock. 

Religious separation of Jew and Gentile was as old as Abraham, who was required to leave 
home and kindred as part of the covenant of blessing the Lord initiated with him. Repeatedly, 
Abraham’s descendants were told to “come out from among them and be separate.” This was to 
safeguard the covenant. They were to be “holy to the Lord,” meaning “different from” or “separate 
from.” Over the centuries, their separation crystallized into proud separatism. In Paul’s day, Jews 
proudly practiced their separatism as the Lord’s chosen people and derided the “Gentile dogs.” 
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Their rules said contact with a Gentile or even entering a Gentile’s home defiled them ceremonially 
and required an act of cleansing. Gentiles resented the attitude of superiority in this separatism.  

Paul reminded the Gentile Ephesian Christians of what had been (see 2:11–12). But this was a 
preface to his “But now,” now the wall of separation has been removed. 

177. To what did Paul point as the effective agent in bringing near those once far away? 
 
 
 
 
178. In Christ Jesus, we rejoice to have peace with God (see Romans 5:1). To what resultant 

added dimension of peace was Paul pointing here? How did the death of Christ destroy the barrier 
and “[abolish] the law of commandments and ordinances”? (See Colossians 2:16–17.) 

 
 
 
 
179. How does the cross “[kill] the hostility” between Jew and Gentile (and all who carry the 

baggage of prejudice toward one another)? (See 1 John 2:2.) 
 
 
 
 
180. How important is it for us as Christians to work actively at putting to death our own 

personal hostility toward others? (See Matthew 5:23–24; 6:14–15.) 
 
 
 
 
181. What are the characteristics of the Church as God’s holy temple? 
 
 
 
 
Some say churches grow as they reach out to people who are culturally similar. Sociologically, 

it is true that “birds of a feather flock together.” Congregations usually comprise people who are 
alike. 

182. How do you reconcile this principle with what Paul asserts here? 
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Lesson 12 

Proper 12 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:45–56 
“[Jesus] made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, to Bethsaida, 

while He dismissed the crowd.” The reason for this is that the people wanted the Messiah to be a 
political ruler: “Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make Him 
king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by Himself” (John 6:15). 

183. After all of this, why did Jesus need some time alone for prayer? 
 
 
 
 
Refreshed by His communion with His Father, Jesus renewed His concern for His disciples, 

who were struggling against a strong wind that hampered their progress and even threatened to 
swamp their boat. He went to them during the night, walking on the water in the midst of the storm. 
The frightened and fearful disciples called out to Him. He reassured them that it truly was He. He 
went into the boat, and the wind stopped. 

184. What was Jesus teaching His disciples that evidently had not come across through His 
miracle on the mountainside? Why did this eyewitness account of Peter not tell about Peter himself 
walking on the water at Jesus’ invitation? 

 
 
 
 
Mark’s account does not tell of Jesus’ interaction the next day in Capernaum with the crowd 

and with His disciples. It moves beyond that to tell of their crossing the lake to land at Gennesaret, a 
fertile plain along the west coast of the Sea of Galilee. Immediately the crowds recognized Jesus, 
and a time of intense ministry followed. “People immediately recognized Him and ran about the 
whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard He was.” 
There is no mention of His devoting time to teaching the crowds. He served them in love, in the 
ways they desired. Jesus came as the promised “Servant of the Lord” for the benefit of God’s people. 
He would give Himself as a ransom for the many and provide new life for their souls and spirits. In 
His compassion, He gave them relief and healing also of their bodily diseases and disabilities. It’s no 
wonder that His first year of ministry, which took place largely in Galilee, is called “the year of 
popularity.” 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 9:8–17 
The account of the great flood is recorded in Genesis 6–9. Some excerpts tell the story for us.  

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD 
was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him to His heart. So 
the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the 
land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry 
that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD . . . . Noah 
was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God (Genesis 
6:5–8, 9b). 

The Lord commanded Noah to build an ark, and He detailed its construction as a large, barge-
like ship. Noah was to provision the ark with “every sort of food” and was to care for every kind of 
animal and bird, which would come to him to be kept alive. When all was ready,  

On that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of 
the heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 
On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s 
wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, they and every  
beast. . . . went into the ark with Noah. . . . And all flesh died that moved on the earth, 
birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all 
mankind . . . . the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days. . . . God remembered Noah 
and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made 
a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. The fountains of the deep and 
the windows of the heavens were closed. . . . At the end of 150 days the waters had 
abated . . . . the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 

Then God said to Noah, “Go out from the ark.” . . . So Noah went out, and his 
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. Every beast, every creeping thing, 
and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from the 
ark. Then Noah built an altar to the LORD . . . and offered burnt offerings on the altar . 
. . .  When the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in His heart, “I will 
never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil 
from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have 
done. While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night, shall not cease” (Genesis 7:11–8:22). 

God said, “This is the sign of the covenant. . . . I have set My bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. When the bow is in the cloud, I will see it, and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 

185. Was the rainbow a new phenomenon in the world after the flood? What role does the 
rainbow continue to serve?  
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The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 3:14–21 
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian Christians grows out of knowing God the Father through Jesus. 

And he states that our knowing our identity as His children—our “name” and that of all 
Christians—is drawn from Him. This is clear in the Greek text. “The Father” is ton patera; “every 
family” is pasa patria. 

186. How does the Father strengthen the whole family for the growth He desires? 
 
 
 
 
187. This is the only place in the New Testament where the phrase “so that Christ may dwell in 

your hearts” is found. How is it significant that the Greek word for “dwell,” katoikeō, is a derivative 
of the word for “house”?  

 
 
 
 
As he prayed that the Ephesian Christians might “[be] rooted and grounded in love,” Paul 

mixed his metaphors. “Rooted” points to living, growing things that send their roots deep into the 
soil to gain nourishment for life. “Grounded” is from the world of construction, referring to having a 
good, solid foundation on which to build. 

188. How are both metaphors significant for us as we seek to grow in love? 
 
 
 
 
189. How can we get to know that which surpasses knowledge? What is the result of 

appreciating the dimensions of Christ’s love for us? 
 
 
 
 
When we make the thoughts and desires of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian Christians our own, 

we have to end up with words of praise to the One who gives us what we ask for in Christ—and 
more! Let’s end this study by reading together Paul’s closing doxology:  

“To Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 
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Lesson 13 

Proper 13 

The Holy Gospel: John 6:22–35 
The crowd that enjoyed the miraculous meal Jesus provided for them in the wilderness 

followed Him back to Capernaum. They had seen Jesus’ disciples leave in their boat without Him. 
Unknown to them, Jesus had gone to the disciples during the night, walking on the water, again 
displaying to them His divine authority over all of creation. Jesus ignored the crowd’s question 
about all of this and got right to the point. The Greek text has the very formal “Answering them, 
Jesus said” and His amen, amen, both of which indicate that what Jesus was saying was weighty with 
importance. They asked about Him; His answer was about them. He wanted them to know that they 
were looking for Him for the wrong reason: to get more free food. 

190. Why is “the reason why” so important in our coming to Jesus and to God? How might we 
be guilty of working for “food that perishes” in our coming to Jesus?  

 
 
 
 
 
The food they were hoping for from Jesus was not unimportant to those who looked for Him. 

Many were day laborers and the going day’s wages barely supported a family from day to day. It’s 
understandable that they had bread on their minds, and for the same reason, had wanted to make 
Him king. Jesus warned them to look beyond bread.  

191. How may we get beyond working just for “food that perishes” to working for the “food 
that endures to eternal life”? 

 
 
 
 
The crowd thought Jesus’ saying “[labor] for the food that endures to eternal life” urged greater 

religious effort, and they asked, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” Jesus explained 
that this involves something much more basic than what we can do: ___.  

192. In the light of what they had already seen the day before, why did the crowd challenge 
Jesus to give them a sign to prove His claim? Why did they point to the manna their forefathers ate 
in the desert? 
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193. Jesus corrected their mistaken view of the manna in the wilderness and of Moses’ role in 
it. How did Jesus then direct their thinking away from just comparing the manna in the wilderness 
and the meal He had supplied for them? 

 
 
 
 
As John told of Jesus’ identifying Himself as the bread of life, his Greek made the statement 

solemnly emphatic. This is the first of seven word pictures by which Jesus described Himself in 
John’s Gospel. All are begun with a majestic “I AM.” In the Greek, using the personal pronoun 
along with the verb (which already has I in it) emphasizes what is being said. Eimi means “I am”; 
when the ego is added, its impact is “I, I alone, am.” All seven of Jesus’ word pictures begin with Ego 
eimi. They echo the words of Exodus 3:14 in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew 
Old Testament, where the Lord identified Himself to Moses as Ego eimi, “I AM” Yahweh. 

194. How do these “I AM” statements of Jesus underscore the theme of John’s Gospel? (See 
John 1:1–4, 14; 20:30–31.) What does it say to your faith that Jesus said, “I am the bread of life”? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 16:2–15 
One month had passed since the Israelites had left Egypt, passing safely through the sea and 

escaping the pursuing Egyptians. Moses had led them down the Sinai peninsula to keep the 
appointment with Yahweh at “the mountain of God.” They had experienced God’s special care at 
Marah, where, at God’s direction, Moses threw a piece of wood into the bitter water, and it became 
sweet and drinkable. But a month of traveling evidently had consumed provisions brought with 
them, and the people began to grumble against Moses and Aaron. Suddenly Egypt sounded good to 
them again. They had been slaves, but now they remembered only having all the food they wanted. 
They thought life as slaves was preferable to starving to death in the desert. The Lord responded and 
promised to ___. 

195. What did Moses make them see regarding their grumbling against him and Aaron? How 
did the Lord again display His presence to the people? What was the deeper reason behind the 
Lord’s providing bread from heaven for His hungry people? 

 
 
 
 
Quail flying into the camp might have been seen as just a fortunate phenomenon of nature, 

although it continued regularly. Bread on the desert floor was another matter. 
196. How did the people react to finding the “fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost” when the dew 

burned off? 
 
 
 
197. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
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The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 4:1–16 
As he did in his other epistles, also here in Ephesians, Paul moved from proclaiming the 

Gospel to applying the Gospel to practical Christian living. His “therefore,” or “then,” connected 
the two thrusts. Someone has said, “When we see the word ‘therefore’ we have to ask what it is 
there for.”  

198. What does “walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called” say to 
you about your living as a Christian? 

 
 
 
 
199. Why should Christians walk in a manner in which they display “all humility and 

gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love”? 
 
 
 
 
200. What is the key word in Paul’s description of the Church that follows his urging to 

“maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”?  
 
 
 
 
201. With whom do you enjoy God’s gift of oneness in your life in Christ? 
 
 
 
 
The word grace as used in verse 7 does not refer to the undeserved love that has redeemed and 

renewed us in Christ, for Christ does not “measure,” or apportion, that grace. It is given fully to all 
who believe and trust Him. Here it refers to the charismata, the gifts of grace, that Christ gives to 
those whom He has redeemed and renewed. 

202. To whom does Paul say that this charis, this “grace,” is given by Christ? Who determines 
how the gifts are “measured” and distributed? Why do not all receive the same “grace,” the same 
gift, from Christ? (See 1 Corinthians 12:12–20; 12:7.) 

 
 
 
 
 
203. What is Christ’s purpose in giving “the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 

and teachers”? What is the ultimate goal of His building process in the Church? What is the vital 
ingredient that promotes our growth and maturing in Christ? (See 1 Peter 1:22–2:3.) 
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204. In what two ways will maturity in Christ manifest itself in the lives of Christians? 
 
 
 
 
205. Which part of “the body of Christ” is most important in the process of the body building 

itself up in love?  
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Lesson 14 

Proper 14 

The Holy Gospel: John 6:35–51 
Jesus was very specific in saying, “I am the bread of life.” He was very inviting in saying, 

“Whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.” He was 
very forceful in saying, “You have seen Me and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives Me will 
come to Me, and whoever comes to Me I will never cast out.” He was very pointed in applying His 
metaphor to Himself as the “bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world” (v. 33). 

206. What was Jesus claiming about Himself in saying “I have come down from heaven”? 
What was added by His saying “I have come . . . to do . . . the will of Him who sent Me”? How did 
Jesus describe the end result of His carrying out the will of the Father? 

 
 
 
 
“The Jews grumbled about Him.” “The Jews” is used about 70 times in John’s Gospel, usually 

to denote those who opposed Jesus, notably the religious leaders in Jerusalem. Their representatives 
were present to monitor Jesus’ activities and teaching. They understood what Jesus was claiming 
with His “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” He had expanded on this quite clearly. So 
they “grumbled,” much as their forefathers did in the wilderness (see Exodus 16:2–3).  

207. What argument did the Jews bring against His being the One who came down from 
heaven to give eternal life to everyone who looks to Him? When did people ask similar questions 
about Jesus’ origins?  

 
 
 
 
208. How did Jesus explain their unwillingness to accept Him as “the bread that came down 

from heaven”? Does this imply that God did not want to draw “the Jews” to faith in Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
209. Why are some drawn by the Father to Jesus while others are not? Why are those who 

listen to and learn from the Father always drawn to Jesus? 
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Jesus again underscored the importance of the assurance He was giving to those who come to 
Him with amen, amen (“Truly, truly,” v. 32). The great truth He enunciates is “Whoever believes in 
Him has ___.” 

210. How does the Father teach us and draw us to Jesus today? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus returned again to the metaphor of His being the bread of life in contrast with the 

temporary blessing of manna in the wilderness. Once again, John’s Greek has Jesus saying His 
emphatic ego eimi, “I, I only, am the bread of life.” In this way, Jesus boldly identified Himself with 
the name of the covenant Lord, Yahweh, Ego Eimi, “I AM.”  

211. What did Jesus point to as the major contrast between Him as the bread of life and the 
manna that sustained Israel in the desert? 

 
 
 
 
Repeating His “I am the living bread that came down from heaven,” Jesus added the vital 

adjective ___ and became specific in pointing out that the bread He was talking about is His ___, 
which He would ___. 

212. How does Jesus’ saying “that I will give for the life of the world” emphasize the contrast 
between the bread that is His flesh and the bread from heaven during the wilderness wanderings? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 19:1–8 
Elijah had lived up to his name. In the contest with the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel, in 

response to Elijah’s prayer, the Lord had sent fire from heaven that consumed “the burnt offering 
and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench” (8:38). 
The people who had witnessed this had cried out, “Yahweh hū Elōhim; Yahweh hū Elōhim,” meaning 
“The LORD, He is God; The LORD, He is God.” At Elijah’s command, the people then had seized 
the prophets of Baal, taken them to the Kishon Valley, and slaughtered them there.  

Elijah then announced to King Ahab that the three-year drought the Lord had sent was ending, 
and he said the king had better head for home in Jezreel. The hand of the Lord came upon Elijah, 
and he ran before Ahab’s chariot to the entrance of Jezreel in a heavy rain. But then Elijah heard 
that Queen Jezebel had sworn to take his life, just as he had taken the lives of the pagan prophets. 
Now he ran for his life south toward Sinai. After traveling a day’s journey into the Negev desert, he 
rested in the shade of a broom tree.  

213. How is it that this man of God, who had enjoyed such a triumph at Mount Carmel, now 
despondently prayed that he might die? 
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214. How did the Lord respond to his prayer? 
 
 
 
215. Why was Horeb, Sinai, “the mount of God,” his destination? 
 
 
 
Mount Sinai was again the setting of the Lord’s revelation of Himself, this time to one 

individual, Elijah, and in a gentle whisper instead of in the dramatic and awesome phenomena that 
attended His revealing Himself as He renewed His covenant with Israel as a nation after freeing 
them from slavery (see vv. 9–13). 

216. What does Elijah’s experience say to us about our own times of victory and times of 
defeat? 

 
 
 
 
217. How does this Old Testament Lesson tie in with today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 4:17–5:2 
Martin Luther underscored the importance of the work of the Holy Spirit in God’s gift of 

salvation when he wrote: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me 
with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.” He was echoing Paul’s “No one can say 
‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:3). The Holy Spirit makes us holy by 
leading us to faith in Jesus so we enjoy the blessings of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. The 
same Holy Spirit leads us then to express our faith and love for our Savior (see Galatians 5:6). 

218. What was behind the darkening of understanding and ignorance of the Gentiles (pagans)? 
Why does their not having “the life of God” often lead pagans to “[give] themselves up to sensuality, 
greedy to practice every kind of impurity”? What is the only solution to this for Christian disciples? 

 
 
 
 
219. Why did Paul say “That is not the way you learned Christ!” and not “That is not the kind 

of life Christ commanded you to live”? Why should Christians put away falsehood and speak the 
truth with their neighbor? How does delaying a resolution of anger and conflict give the devil an 
opportunity in our lives? What is one of the reasons the Lord wants a disciple to “[do] honest work 
with his own hands”? What is to be the goal for Christians in communicating with those around 
them? 
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If there is any statement in Holy Scripture that will make us prayerfully take stock of ourselves, 
it is Paul’s “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.” We want to embrace the Holy Spirit, never drive 
Him away. 

220. How did Paul emphasize the vital importance of our having the Holy Spirit in us? What 
dimension of relationships is the setting before and after Paul’s “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit”? 
Why is it that how we relate to and act toward people around us has such a direct effect on our 
relationship with the Spirit of Jesus? (See Matthew 6:14–15; 1 John 4:19–21.) 

 
 
 
 
Paul’s “walk in love” calls us to devote ourselves to the practice of Godlike agape, the love that 

is a conscious, willing determination to seek the true welfare of other people. He immediately 
pointed to the example of agape love that enables and motivates our imitation: “Christ loved us and 
gave Himself up for us.”  

221. How may we take practical steps toward putting away “all bitterness and wrath and anger 
and clamor and slander . . . along with all malice” so we will not grieve the Holy Spirit of God? (See 
Matthew 5:23–24, 43–45; Romans 12:17–21.) How may we take practical steps toward being “kind 
to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave [us]”? (See 
Philippians 2:3–5; 1 John 3:16–18.) Why is Christ always the model for us to follow in living a life of 
love? 

 
 
 
 
222. How can we live with the truth that we do, in fact, sin against those around us? (See  

1 John 2:1–2.) 
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Leader Guide 

How to Use the Leader Guide 
Put in time and effort to make these thoughts your own. Notes on your Study Guide will help 

you remember them in class. If you think a point is stated particularly well in the Leader Guide, you 
may want to quote it—but do not use the Leader Guide continually as “the last word.” Your group’s 
ideas about themes and emphases and applications may differ from those in the Leader Guide. 
That’s okay; explore their insights. Since each study is a unit in itself, you may easily use substitute 
leaders. Provide them with a Study Guide and Leader Guide, with instructions for their use, well in 
advance. 

Each lesson in the Leader Guide begins with the collect assigned for the day. You may use this 
prayer, or another prayer suitable for your needs, to begin your study. Suggested also are the hymns 
and songs, listed topically in the index of Lutheran Service Book, appropriate for the season or day. 
The index begins on page 993. 
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Lesson 1 

Day of Pentecost 
O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people 

by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our 

day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and 

evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 15:26–27, 16:4b–15 
The Upper Room discourse includes four instances of Jesus’ teaching about the Holy Spirit: 

John 14:15–17, 14:25–26, and the two sections of this pericope. 
1. “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father” clearly displays God in 

three persons. That the Spirit “proceeds from the Father” is testimony of His deity, just as Jesus is 
God by virtue of His being the only-begotten of the Father. As Jesus spoke of the Spirit, it is clear 
that He is a person and not just a force or power. The Spirit’s purpose in coming to stand beside us is 
to testify of Jesus. As the Helper, He makes Jesus personally meaningful to us as Savior and Lord so 
we enjoy full assurance and comfort in the new life that is ours through faith in Jesus. The end result 
of the Spirit’s bearing witness to us about Jesus is that we, in turn, bear witness about Jesus in word 
and deed to our world. It is good for us that now He is with us always, everywhere, and that He 
enables us through the Holy Spirit. 

2. To be “convicted” of sin is to be personally aware of the consequences of sin for us as 
individuals—that sin separates us from God, and that we are by nature sinful and unable to do 
anything about this ourselves. That personal awareness drives us to look outside ourselves for the 
solution to the problem of our sin—to our Lord Jesus Christ, whose Good News assures us of 
forgiveness of sin. The Holy Spirit must speak to our spirits, awakening us to God’s surprising 
solution to human sin, and enabling us to respond in faith to the Good News of Jesus Christ, which 
won’t make sense to us otherwise (see 1 Corinthians 1:16–25). 

3. Since Jesus has come and accomplished God’s saving work, He is humanity’s either/or 
person; relationship with Him is the determining factor in life. Since we have a Savior from sin, it is 
rejection of that Savior that is the chief sin. Rejection of the Holy Spirit’s testimony about Jesus is 
the sin against the Holy Spirit that cannot be forgiven that Jesus spoke about (see Mark 3:20–30). 

4. Jesus was rejected by His own people and their ruling authorities as an unrighteous deceiver. 
But Jesus’ resurrection and His ascension to God’s right hand show Him to be the truly righteous 
Lord of glory. It is in Him, and in Him alone, that we may receive the gift of righteousness that 
stands up under God’s scrutiny. 
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5. If the father of lies is judged, all liars are under judgment. If the ruler of this world is judged, 
all who walk in darkness with him and reject the One who defeated and judged him, who now sets 
us free from his power, also stand under God’s judgment. 

6. As He moves to convict the world of guilt, it is always the Spirit’s intention that people be 
led to the One who is God’s own antidote for sin and guilt. 

7. “How has He worked in your life?” invites your group to share ways in which the Spirit has 
led them to deeper personal conviction about their sin and guilt and then to greater assurance in 
Jesus and deeper commitment to Him. Be prepared to share something from your experience. It will 
encourage your group to participate. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1–14 
Everyone in your group will remember “The toe bone’s connected to the foot bone.” 
8. The vision pictured the impossible, but it was not lost on Ezekiel’s hearers that the Hebrew 

word for “breath” also meant “spirit.” They understood that the prophet was telling them that God’s 
creating breath (Spirit) could breathe new life into them as a nation, just as He had “breathed into 
[Adam’s] nostrils the breath of life” (Genesis 2:7). 

9. Ezekiel was prophesying a resurrection of Israel in which the Lord’s promise was “I will put 
My Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land.”  

10. This lesson pictures the Spirit providing life and breath to make dead, dry bones come to 
life. Its emphasis was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost when the Spirit refreshed the apostles with 
living water to the point where they became rivers of living water for the people of Jerusalem—and 
3,000 were refreshed and filled with the Spirit and became people through whom the living water 
would flow to others. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:1–21 
11. The sound like a mighty wind keyed the followers of Jesus in on what was taking place, and 

it attracted a crowd ready to find out what was going on. John the Baptist had pointed to a Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. Fire is a symbol of energy or power, able to warm or to consume.  

12. The disciples had been blessed with Jesus’ “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22) to believe 
His resurrection and understand their commissioning as His apostles, but this outpouring of the 
Spirit on them fulfilled Jesus’ promise of power to be His witnesses (see John 20:21–23; Acts 1:4–8). 
It signaled a change in thrust. Their Lord was no longer with them in exactly the same way He had 
been with them before, but now He would be with them always, everywhere, enabling them for their 
mission. This was not the end of Jesus’ ministry; it was the beginning of His ministry in a new 
dimension through those whom He calls to be His own, also today. That they were all together in 
the house indicates that they trusted Jesus’ promise and were waiting “for the promise of the Father” 
(Acts 1:4). Acts 1 lists the apostles and the women and speaks of 120 followers of Jesus in Jerusalem. 
It is not out of the question to think of all of these receiving the outpouring of the Spirit and praising 
God and declaring His wonders in languages they did not know. Joel’s prophecy included women as 
recipients of the Spirit. Peter, of course, became the main speaker to explain the phenomenon and 
point to Christ. The gift of languages allowed Peter and the others to speak to the hearts of the 
pilgrims and the new residents of Jerusalem in the languages that were their native tongues, and the 
Spirit enabled the response of many. This same concern is behind the continuing effort to translate 
the Bible into the thousands of languages and dialects of the peoples of the world. 
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13. The gift of languages enabled the followers of Jesus to praise God and declare His wonders 
in the mother tongues of the pilgrims and the foreign Jews now living in Jerusalem. The purpose of 
the occasion was to call the attention of Jews from every nation, in Spirit-powered fashion, to the 
Good News of Jesus and establish for them the fact that the Crucified One is alive and has been 
declared to be Lord of all. Instead of being a means of transmitting the Gospel clearly, the gift of 
tongues was given to Cornelius and his Roman friends to let Peter and the others know that Jesus 
had fully accepted them. Later manifestations, as in Corinth, seem to have involved ecstatic, 
unintelligible speech, an experience that blessed the tongues speaker but did not convey a clear 
message to others. In First Corinthians 14, Paul outlines parameters for the proper use of this gift in 
the Church. 

14. Many were amazed and perplexed, but interested. They asked, “What does this mean?” 
and the Spirit had them ready to listen to Peter’s explanation, which he probably gave in Greek, the 
universal language of that time. As is usually the case, there were those who had to make a joke of 
everything, so they made fun of the tongues speakers, saying, “They are filled with new wine.” 

Peter went beyond explaining to preaching, keying on Jesus’ resurrection (2:32). It is not 
enough to talk about Jesus’ life and death for us; we must display in word and deed that He is alive 
and is Lord of all, the Lord also of our own lives. 
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Lesson 2 

Holy Trinity 
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge 

the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and 

to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast 

in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 3:1–17 
15. As a Pharisee, Nicodemus was a member of the sect that defended Jewish traditions and, 

because of their concern for details, had reduced the faith to a legalistic system, which Jesus had 
exposed and opposed. As a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jews’ supreme court, Nicodemus had 
participated in official examinations of Jesus’ activity and was concerned about this unauthorized 
rabbi. He could not just write Jesus off, nor did he want to identify with Him openly; so Nicodemus 
came to Jesus quietly, privately, to check Him out for himself. 

16. Nicodemus evidently was intrigued by what he had heard of Jesus’ teachings, and he was 
especially impressed by the signs and miracles Jesus had been doing. Implicit in his approach to 
Jesus was Nicodemus’s desire to find out for himself if Jesus was the promised Christ. 

17. Jesus did not want to argue religious details with Nicodemus. He immediately asserted the 
need for inner renewal if one is to relate to God in His kingdom. Rebirth is necessary because “that 
which is born of the flesh is flesh.” All suffer under inherent human sinfulness, separation from 
God—“original sin.” To live with God, we need more than a coat of paint; the inner structure is 
rotten and must be made new. The surprise of the Good News is that this rebirth is not an 
impossible demand but a gracious gift. Rebirth is of water, an evident reference to Baptism, the 
spiritual cleansing John the Baptist performed for repentance and forgiveness of sins, and which 
Jesus affirmed in Christian Baptism. Rebirth is of the Spirit; more than outward ritual cleansing is 
required (see Titus 3:4–7). 

18. Jesus’ analogy of wind blowing where it pleases without our causing it or influencing it says 
that rebirth is solely God’s gracious activity.  

19. The serpent on a pole was a prototype of Jesus, lifted up as evidence of God’s love for His 
people, just as Jesus was. The cure came to those who looked in faith to the image, just as Jesus’ 
offer of salvation is received by those who look to Him in faith. Jesus used the incident as a clear 
example from Old Testament history of being saved by faith in God’s promise, not by carrying out 
religious works. This was the point of concern with which Pharisee Nicodemus would have to 
reckon. 
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20. The compelling factors include our desperate need and God’s gracious will to fill our need. 
Salvation required an atonement for sin that is beyond our ability to accomplish, and only the 
offering of the God-man in our stead would suffice to accomplish what God’s love intended. 

21. When Jesus was lifted up in His crucifixion, Nicodemus came forward openly to assist 
Joseph of Arimathea with the entombment of Jesus’ body. 

The Greek monogene literally means “only-begotten,” but it may also be translated as “only.” 
John used this word in his prologue (1:18) and used it again in repeating Jesus’ words to Nicodemus. 
“Only-begotten” emphasizes that the Son was not a creature, but was “begotten” by God, and is 
Himself God from eternity (see 1:1–5 and The Nicene Creed).  

22. “Loved” is egapesen, which denotes a willed, determined love, a love that was not prompted 
by the object of the love; “the world” speaks of humanity in sin and death; “He gave” stresses the 
gracious nature of God’s acting to save; “His only Son” assures that God Himself has procured our 
salvation; “whoever” says any and all may qualify, no one is excluded; “believes” encourages a 
trusting acceptance of the gift; “not perish” reminds us of what we have earned with our sin; “eternal 
life” promises a continuing relationship with the One who is the source of all life. 

23. Because God gave His only-begotten Son as the atoning sacrifice for sin, it is no longer sin 
that condemns. It is rejecting or ignoring the Savior from sin that condemns. A repentant, living 
faith relationship with Jesus is now the determining factor in life and death.  

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 6:1–8 
24. That the train of the Lord’s robe extended down and filled the temple suggests that He is 

not a distant, aloof Creator, as deists suggest, but one who wants relationship with His creatures. He 
reached down all the way to His covenant people. The seraphs, part of God’s holy angel creation, 
who continually serve the Lord with their praises, are not able to look at the glory of the Lord nor 
have Him look at them. The vision does not try to describe the glory of God, but shows its effect on 
those around the throne—an effective approach. That the foundations of the thresholds shook brings 
to mind God’s revelation of Himself to Israel on Mount Sinai—in the dark cloud, the lightning, the 
earthquake. Smoke filling the temple reminds us of the cloud of glory, the Shekinah, that filled the 
tabernacle and temple at their dedications (see Exodus 40:34–35; 1 Kings 8:3–11). 

25. The awesome vision immediately made Isaiah aware of his sin and guilt. The lips of the 
prophet and the people were to praise the Lord and proclaim the glory of His name. God must 
provide the cleansing we need. On account of Christ, God cleanses our lips to speak words 
acceptable to Him—and, in Isaiah’s case, for Him. 

26. The vision prepared Isaiah for his call to be the Lord’s prophet. Assured that his sin and 
guilt were removed, Isaiah responded eagerly, “Here am I! Send me.” Isaiah’s ready response 
encourages ours—and ours is easier, for we have seen the glory of God in the face of Jesus (see 2 
Corinthians 4:6). The Spirit enables our response to His call, but the Lord does want volunteers. 
Each of us should “find a need and fill it” in His Kingdom. 

27. When born again of water and the Spirit, we are enabled to hear and respond to God’s calls 
to service. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:14a, 22–36 
28. Peter was saying that God had “attested to” Jesus through His miracles. Though Jesus had 

refused to perform His miracles as a showy display or to prove Himself to the skeptics and 
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unbelievers, Jesus Himself was ready to point His disciples to them as His credentials as the Son of 
God. 

29. The popular response to Jesus’ miracles was one of high expectation that He would be the 
promised King who would restore Israel. That led the religious leaders to see Him as a threat to the 
status quo, which gave them their positions of prominence and power and their control of the 
people. When Jesus did not fulfill the people’s expectations as a political hero who would make 
Israel a prosperous and prominent independent nation, also the crowds pointedly rejected Him and 
turned away from Him. Peter said that all of this happened “according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God.” The Greek helps us understand Peter’s words. It surely gives us added 
assurance, as we trust Jesus for salvation, to know that the momentous events that were the setting 
for His atonement for sin were neither happenstance nor the product of human will. Rather, they 
were a fulfillment of God’s saving purpose in human history. This does not make the principals 
involved just puppets mindlessly following God’s script; they acted out of their own motivations. 
But according to God’s foreknowledge, His definite plan of salvation was accomplished in what they 
decided and did. Peter’s “it was not possible for Him to be held by it [death]” pointed to Jesus as the 
Son of God, the Author of life, for whom death was completely foreign. 

30. Peter quoted Psalm 16 as a “proof text” from Scripture, tying his witness to the authority of 
God’s prophetic Word. Peter then explained that in the psalm, David had looked prophetically 
ahead to resurrection of God’s Holy One. David was the Jews’ hero of heroes. Saying that he still 
lay in his tomb while Jesus had risen emphasized Jesus’ far greater importance for God’s people 
than even David. David had been given the promise that one of his descendants would establish his 
throne forever (see 2 Samuel 7:16–19, 25–29). Peter’s reference to the Davidic Psalm 110 connected 
this prophecy of an eternal King to Jesus, the man whom they themselves had acknowledged at 
times to be the Son of David, whose identity had now been fully established by His resurrection 
from the dead. In the psalm, David prophetically called the Promised One his “Lord” and saw Him, 
as it were, exalted to the right hand of God. 

31. “Having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He [Jesus] has poured 
out. . . .” 

32. Peter pointedly applied Law by saying to the crowd, “this Jesus, whom you crucified!” He 
did not let them dismiss personal responsibility for the crucifixion of Jesus. It was not just their 
leaders who were responsible; they, too, had rejected the One whom God now had raised from the 
dead and exalted. Peter pointedly applied the Gospel by saying to them, “God has made Him both 
Lord and Christ!” Both titles were significant to the Jews who heard him. Lord (kurios) was the word 
used for “Yahweh” when the Old Testament was translated into Greek. They would understand that 
Peter was identifying Jesus as no less than Yahweh Himself, in action to fulfill the promise of 
salvation. “Christ” was the Greek rendering of the Hebrew word Messiah, “the Anointed One.” 
Peter’s hearers would clearly understand the implications of this too. No wonder the Holy Spirit, 
who had led Peter to this powerful preaching, used both Peter’s Law and Gospel to cut the crowd to 
the heart and lead them to ask, “Brothers, what shall we do?” to which Peter responded with his 
forceful “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
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Lesson 3 

Proper 3 

Merciful Father, You have given Your only Son as the sacrifice for 

sinners. Grant us grace to receive the fruits of His redeeming work 

with thanksgiving and daily to follow in His way; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 2:13–22 
33. The Romans hired people from conquered nations to collect the taxes, generally a lucrative 

arrangement for the tax collectors. When Jews became Roman tax men in this way, they were seen 
as traitors to the nation and unfaithful to the covenant. That Levi had become a tax collector shows 
that he had fallen from faith and hope in the messianic promises. As a tax collector, he was focused 
on getting rich, even at the cost of being ostracized. Jesus knew the deep needs of mankind and 
came to fill those needs. He knew the deepest need of Levi, loved Levi, and wanted Levi to find new 
life in Him. Jesus truly is the friend of sinners. By grace, He is our friend too. Levi probably had his 
tax booth in or near Capernaum and exacted the Roman toll on commerce traveling on the Way of 
the Sea, the trade route from Damascus that passed near Capernaum and then north and west to the 
cities on the Mediterranean coast. He no doubt had heard the gossip about the prophet from 
Nazareth who was doing all those miraculous signs. Levi was decisive, as may be seen already from 
his becoming a tax collector when he gave up on the covenant faith. Perhaps he had gone to hear 
Jesus for himself. Now, when confronted by the Fulfiller of the covenant, he responded decisively to 
the opportunity. 

34. Ask your group to tell how being Christians influences their work. 
35. Levi wanted those who were his friends because they would still socialize with him to get to 

know Jesus. The phrase “tax collectors and sinners” referred to those who had openly broken with 
the faith, ceremonially or morally. Levi felt that Jesus’ acceptance and love would mean as much to 
them as it did to him. We need to cultivate friendships with people outside the Church and learn to 
use entertaining friends and neighbors in our homes as settings in which the Holy Spirit will give us 
opportunities to witness to Jesus and to invite them to Church with us. 

36. A paraphrase says, “I did not come to congratulate ‘righteous’ people, but to call sinners to 
repentance.” His words force an examination of any self-righteousness to see that it does not stand 
up under God’s scrutiny. Only when we admit our sin and need will we be glad to hear His call. We 
must deal honestly with our sin; otherwise His offer as the Savior from sin does not have its full 
impact. Our society exalts a self-made individual who succeeds through his own effort and skill, and 
applauds good people who are good for humanistic reasons, but cannot see or judge motives. All 
self-dependence and self-satisfaction make it hard to accept the Good News of a Savior from sin. 
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37. We increase our awareness of our sin and need by looking honestly into the mirror of God’s 
Law. Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7) forces us to look beyond the outward to examine 
also our thoughts and motives. Thus we see that the problem is deep within us, our sinful nature, 
and that we need the Spirit’s cleansing and renewal.  

38. Jesus was pointing to the days when He would be taken from them in death. That long 
Sabbath in the Upper Room as Jesus’ body lay in the tomb was a time for fasting because the 
followers of Jesus were in dismay over their Lord’s crucifixion. They were waiting to complete His 
burial, convinced that everything they had hoped would not be realized. Their fast ended on Easter 
Sunday in the wonder of the risen Jesus’ presence with them once again. 

39. A patch of unshrunk cloth sewn into an old, worn piece of cloth will shrink and pull at the 
worn cloth, tearing from it. Jesus was saying it is not appropriate to just sew a little patch of the new 
life of the Kingdom on the old garment of legalistic Judaism. Get rid of the old garment, and wear 
the completely new garment that Jesus provides. Wineskins were skins of goats, removed in one 
piece. Openings at legs and tail were tied, leaving the neck as the spout. New wine, still fermenting, 
produces gas. An old, hardened wineskin would burst because of the pressure created. Jesus was 
saying the new wine of the Gospel, full of Spirit energy, is not to be contained or restricted with 
legalisms. It calls into a new relationship with God, a new freedom, a new personal responsibility, in 
life in the Kingdom of the Lord. Both illustrations contrasted the system of “righteousness through 
the Law” and the gift of “righteousness by grace through faith in Christ” and the effect the two will 
have on spiritual attitudes and life. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Hosea 2:14–20 
40. The Lord’s purpose in leading Israel back into the desert was to “allure her.” He would 

“speak tenderly to her,” “give her her vineyards,” and change the Valley of Achor into “a door of 
hope.” In Israel’s case, they would take advantage of that door when they stopped trusting in 
themselves and in the Baals and would meet the Lord in their wilderness, their ancestral roots, and 
renew their commitment to Him.  

41. The “beasts of the field” (v. 12), including the “birds of the heavens” and the “creeping 
things of the ground” (v. 18), will no longer harm life or property. Nature and human interaction 
combine to provide a picture of peace. “The bow, the sword, and war” will be abolished from the 
land so that Israel will know a time when they can “lie down in safety.”  

Fill-in answers: The Lord promises to betroth Israel to Himself forever in righteousness and in 
justice, in steadfast love and in mercy, and in faithfulness. 

42. This “bride-price” emphasizes the gracious nature of the covenant. It is God who pays the 
price to assure that the betrothal will be a significant blessing in the life of His beloved. The Lord’s 
act of betrothal will lead Israel to “know the LORD.” The Hebrew for “know” was used to refer to 
intimate marital relations, but also was used to refer to active acknowledgment of a covenant 
partner. The covenant was initiated unilaterally by the Lord, but the response that it evokes in the 
hearts and lives of those who are His makes it a grace-based bilateral covenant (see Exodus 19:3–8; 2 
Corinthians 5:14–15). 

43. The Holy Gospel speaks of celebrating the new life we enjoy as the heavenly Bridegroom 
lives with us and in us. This lesson continues the theme with its husband-wife, new-betrothal motif 
and the great blessings that result. 
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The Epistle for the Day: Acts 2:36–47 
44. When the people asked “What shall we do?” Peter responded, “Repent and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

45. The Holy Spirit must supply regenerating power for true repentance and faith. We 
remember Luther’s “I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him.” But Luther continued, “The Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel.” As Christians, 
our responsibility—always in the power of the Holy Spirit—is to lend our ears and our hearts 
attentively to the Spirit’s call to repentance and faith, devoting ourselves diligently to the Word of 
God, and then, in the power of the Spirit, to proclaim that Word clearly and emphatically, trusting 
that the Holy Spirit will call people to repentance and faith.  

46. Peter’s call to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ involved his hearers in 
acknowledging Jesus as the promised Christ (Messiah). To be baptized in His name meant they were 
placing themselves under Jesus’ authority as Lord. They would be confessing the sin of missing the 
mark in their rejection of Jesus as the promised Savior in favor of continuing to trust in what had 
become a works-oriented Judaism. Today’s humanistic moralists continue to “miss the mark” for 
the same reason. Because Jesus came and accomplished salvation for all, there is one chief sin: 
rejecting Him who is the Savior from sin. 

47. Those responding to Peter’s preaching of the Good News on that day were devout Jews. 
They knew the promise of the Messiah and its assurances. They did not need extensive instruction; 
they needed only to look to Jesus in faith and acknowledge Him to be the Messiah. When the 
Gospel is proclaimed in our world today, we cannot take it for granted that people understand the 
Word of salvation, even when they respond and say they believe in Jesus. So, generally, they are 
given more thorough instruction in Christian doctrine prior to receiving Christian Baptism. 

48. Peter’s words about them and their children and those far off prepared the way for 
understanding that the Good News is for all, and that the Lord calls young and old from every 
nation to be His own. Peter’s words assure us that we are included in God’s gracious salvation in 
Jesus Christ, and that when we were baptized in Jesus’ name, we, too, received the gift of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. His words guide us to make our own change of heart and mind, our 
redirection of life, a continual reality in our Christian discipleship; and they guide us to reach out 
actively to others, even those far off, with the Gospel of Jesus. 

49. At the center of the life of the Jerusalem congregation were the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and the prayers. “The apostles’ teaching” was the teaching of 
Jesus, who had promised that the Spirit would remind them of everything He had said (see 1 Peter 
2:2). “Fellowship” means their unity of faith and life in their commitment to Jesus—being His body, 
attached to Him in faith as the Head and to one another in love as members of His body. “The 
breaking of bread” is a reference to the Lord’s Supper, celebrated, in those days before it was more 
formalized in the worship life of the Church, after eating their meals together. “The prayers” 
signifies their times of worship together, which probably followed a pattern they were accustomed to 
from Jewish tradition and from the synagogue worship. God showed His presence and approval by 
wonders and miracles done by the apostles, demonstrating that their ministries were continuations 
of the ministry of Jesus, who was at work in and through them. 

50. Love for one another and the desire to help the needy led individuals to sell property to 
provide funds for the common treasury out of which such needs were met. The holiday atmosphere 
and the sale of capital resources did not continue for long, simply because if it had, they all would 
have become needy. Before long, they returned to their work routines and began to help the needy 
through their offerings. It was their obvious joy in the salvation of the Lord Jesus and their display of 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
72 

love for one another that gave them favor with the people, and made their Christian faith attractive 
and infectious. 

51. “The Lord added to their number” underscores the Pentecost truth that it is the Spirit who 
enables the witness of Christians. We pray for and count on the Holy Spirit’s work in our witness to 
our world. 
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Lesson 4 

Proper 4 

Eternal God, Your Son Jesus Christ is our true Sabbath rest. Help us 

to keep each day holy by receiving His Word of comfort that we may 

find our rest in Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 2:23—3:6 
52. The Pharisees complained that the disciples were breaking Sabbath law. Rabbinical 

tradition had developed 613 detailed rules by which the law was “hedged about” and protected, 
among them this rule that forbade casual “harvesting.” In their legalism, they felt if they kept all of 
their rules, they would be sure that they were obeying the laws they were protecting. That the 
Pharisees were there to see the disciples do this indicates that they had been assigned as observers to 
follow Jesus to check Him out and watch for things to criticize and condemn. 

53. 1 Samuel 21:1–6 tells the story. David was the hero of heroes for the Jews. Anything he was 
involved in, even if it stretched their view of proper observance of the ceremonial laws, would have 
their approval and would be a strong case in point for Jesus’ argument. The covenant of grace aimed 
at establishing and nourishing a living relationship between God and His people. Here we note the 
clear teaching that God values His people and their faith in Him far more than the mere outward 
observance of His ceremonial law. Jesus’ point was irrefutable. 

54. The Sabbath law was given to be a blessing, as are all of God’s commandments. It 
stipulated opportunity for physical rest and spiritual refreshment. It attached God’s people to their 
Creator, who “rested on the seventh day from all His work” on the seventh day (Genesis 2:2). The 
Sabbath was not to be their master, but a joyful reminder that they were God’s covenant people.  

Jesus was a faithful Jew and carefully observed the Sabbath. Every Sabbath found Him in the 
synagogue for worship and study with the congregation. His followers did not disregard the Sabbath 
law even to see to His proper burial. Until Jesus completed His work and fulfilled the ceremonial 
law, these laws mediated the Old Testament’s covenant of grace and were to be carried out faithfully. 
Jesus’ “the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath” stated His authority over and superiority over 
the ceremonial laws—because He Himself is ultimately the fulfillment of their purpose. The Sabbath 
found its value not in itself, but in its pointing to the covenant. The observance of the Sabbath made 
the Jews unique among the nations, setting them apart as the people who belonged to the Lord and 
trusted the covenant promise that their Redeemer would come. Knowing Jesus as the promised 
Redeemer, the Fulfiller of the ceremonial law, is of far greater importance than observance of any 
rest day. Hebrews says life with God in Christ is the true Sabbath rest (4:9–11). 

55. Christians no longer operate with shadows that point ahead to a future fulfillment. We look 
to the One who has already fulfilled their purpose once for all. We observe the Lord’s Day, the day 
Jesus rose from the dead. Each Sunday is a little Easter as we celebrate and proclaim our Lord’s 
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victorious resurrection. Similarities: Like the Sabbath, our observance of the Lord’s Day is a joyous 
occasion, a time for refreshment as we gather with fellow Christians around the Word. For example, 
during the season of Lent, traditionally a time for somber fasting, the Sundays are “Sundays in 
Lent” and are not to be observed with fasting. Differences: The Lord’s Day is the first of the week; 
the Sabbath is the last. The Lord’s Day points to the Redeemer’s resurrection; the Sabbath pointed to 
the Creator, the Provider of His people’s needs. The Lord’s Day was voluntarily chosen; the Sabbath 
was legally prescribed. Work on the Lord’s Day is not legally forbidden as it was on the Sabbath. 

56. Jesus forced the Pharisees to see the truth of His Sabbath principle by having the man with 
the shriveled hand stand up in front of everyone while asking, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do 
good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?” They were silent. Their own rules allowed compassionate 
activity to rescue an animal in distress, and this man in his need was more important than animals. 
Their silence showed they got the point, and Jesus took silence to be consent. Instead of the 
Pharisees agreeing with the principle they had acknowledged with their silence and approving its 
application, the result of the confrontation was “they held counsel with the Herodians against Him, 
how to destroy Him.”  

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 5:12–15 
57. Sabbath means “rest.” The Sabbath Day is the rest day. The rest day imitated God’s pattern 

in Genesis 1–2, creating all things in six days and resting on the seventh. The Sabbath began at 
sundown on Friday evening and continued until sundown on Saturday. All ordinary work, whether 
in the field, the shop, or the home, was to cease as the people observed the rest day to the Lord. The 
prohibition extended also to the work of slaves and animals and aliens living among the Israelites.  

58. In addition to providing rest from work that the health of men and animals requires, the rest 
day was part of the covenant and offered spiritual refreshment. This became especially true after the 
time of the Babylonian exile, when the Jews became “the people of the Book” and gathered in 
synagogues to hear and study the Scriptures as part of the Sabbath observance. The Sabbath was 
welcomed with joy each week as a reminder of the covenant of grace. 

59. In Exodus, the basis is God’s pattern in creation, creating all things in six days and resting 
on the seventh. In Deuteronomy, the Sabbath was seen also as a remembrance of the Lord’s 
liberation of Israel from slavery in Egypt.  

60. As free men and women, they were to enjoy rest days to the glory of the One who freed 
them and provided for them, and they were to be considerate of slaves and servants and animals in 
their households, applying the rest day principle also to them. As we rest from work and praise God 
for His supply of our needs, we are encouraged to respect the rights and needs of others who serve 
also us by their work in our society. 

61. Sunday is the day Jesus rose from the dead. By the time of Paul’s mission journeys, 
Christians were meeting on the first day of the week; by the end of the first century, it was called 
“the Lord’s Day.” Celebrating a “little Easter” each Sunday made Christians a distinct faith 
community and not just a Jewish sect. 

62. The Lord’s Day is fully a blessing to us as we join the congregation in joyful, thoughtful 
worship and set ourselves to put what we have learned into practice in our daily lives. We are 
blessed also as we dedicate its rest hours to building relationships in our circle of family and friends 
or as we visit and help fellow Christians in need. 

63. This lesson presents the commandment, the interpretation, and the application of the 
commandment, which is the point around which today’s Holy Gospel revolves. 
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The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 4:5–12 
64. A preacher is “preaching himself” when his ministry aims at attaching people to him and 

his way of doing things instead of attaching them to Jesus and His Word. Perhaps some thought 
Paul was doing this because of his strong insistence on his apostolic authority in determining the life 
and teaching of the Church, even though he had not been one of the original group of apostles. 
Others perhaps accused him of offering “an easier way” with his Gospel to curry the favor of people 
and be important to them with his insistence that the Jews’ ceremonial laws no longer applied. 

65. If you follow and proclaim the One who is the true servant of the Lord, the One who came 
not to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many, you cannot faithfully 
represent Him and at the same time be a “lord” over His people (see Matthew 20:25–28; 1 Peter 5:1–
4). 

66. Invite your group to tell of Christians whose leadership and example were strong influences 
in their lives. Be ready to share from your own experience. 

67. The light of the knowledge of the glory of God is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. This 
means that God’s greatest glory is in His saving love, His determination to do what was needed—
and is needed—to rescue us in Christ from sin and death. 

68. Clay jars are fragile and temporary; yet at times, they may be used to hold things of great 
value. We are fragile and temporary, but Jesus has filled us with the treasure our world needs most, 
the Good News of salvation by grace through faith. A jar is just a container; it is the treasure that is 
important. We are important only as we hold that treasure and actively share it with others. God’s 
kingdom of grace is displayed in the message of His gift of Christ, but it is also displayed in His 
having Christ live in us and in His using us to bring the Good News of Jesus to others. 

69. Paul related his sufferings to the suffering and death of Jesus. He surely did not enjoy 
suffering, but he gloried in the fact that his suffering for the Good News of God’s love identified him 
more closely with God’s own Suffering Servant. God’s purpose in allowing Paul to “[carry in his] 
body the death of Jesus” was “so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in [his body].” Paul’s 
display of faith and hope and joy in the midst of “death” was powerfully used by the Spirit to have 
life (zōe, the true life principle, not just psyche, physical life) at work in those to whom he preached 
the Gospel. 

70. Encourage your class members to apply Paul’s statements to themselves. All are called to 
bear witness, not ourselves, so others can see the glory of God in Jesus. Our witnessing must be 
more than words. It’s also as we serve in the name of our Servant that we display the great treasure 
of His love that is in us by faith, clay pots though we be (see Matthew 5:13–16). 
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Lesson 5 

Proper 5 

Almighty and eternal God, Your Son Jesus triumphed over the prince 

of demons and freed us from bondage to sin. Help us to stand firm 

against every assault of Satan, and enable us always to do Your will; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 3:20–35 
The concise nature of Mark’s fast-moving Gospel is evident in the fact that the popularity of 

Jesus with the crowds and the opposition of the religious leaders are clearly defined already in the 
second and third chapters. 

71. The crowds pressed around Jesus so that He and His disciples were not even able to take 
time to eat. Instead of dismissing the crowd with an authoritative command, Jesus received them 
and continued to minister to their needs. He told His disciples, “My food is to do the will of Him 
who sent Me and to accomplish His work” (John 4:34). 

72. Jesus’ mother and brothers thought He had gone overboard (the Greek exeste literally 
means, “out of His mind”) in His religious fervor and were ready to take Him in hand.   

73. The scribes from Jerusalem, ready to say anything to discredit Him with the crowds, 
accused Jesus of being in league with the devil in His ability to cast out demons. 

74. Jesus used general truths to show that Satan does not drive out Satan. The kingdom or 
house divided against itself cannot stand. A strong man must be bound before you can plunder his 
goods. 

Note that Matthew’s additions to this account show that Jesus applied this general truth 
specifically to Himself as the One who came to establish the kingdom of God and overthrow Satan’s 
power. 

75. The scribes’ accusation that the Spirit in Jesus that empowered Him to cast out demons was 
a devil spirit was not only a rejection of Jesus but also a rejection of the Holy Spirit in Him. Jesus is 
God’s atoning sacrifice for all human sin. He becomes personally meaningful to us as our Savior and 
Lord as the Holy Spirit leads us to personal faith through the Good News. If we resist and reject the 
Spirit’s testimony about Jesus, we reject the only way to God’s forgiveness, which is ours only 
through Jesus. Reject the Gospel of Jesus, and you reject the Holy Spirit by whose power we are led 
to faith (see 1 Corinthians 12:3 and Acts 4:12). 

Help your group understand that the unforgivable sin is not just unbelief but willful, conscious 
rejection of Jesus and the salvation He offers. Unbelief can, under the grace and power of the Holy 
Spirit in the Gospel, change into faith—but willful, persistent rejection hardens hearts against the 
life-giving operation of the Spirit. 
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76. There is strong warning in Jesus’ words that we not play fast and loose with Him and grieve 
the Spirit in the process. Our commitment to Jesus in faith must be translated into a commitment to 
Jesus in discipleship. Call attention to Ephesians 4:30 and its context. To someone who worries 
about having committed the unforgivable sin, you can say that the very fact that he or she is worried 
indicates that the heart has not been hardened to the Spirit’s work—but such concern surely stresses 
the importance of his or her drawing closer to the Lord through the Word and Sacraments, and thus 
consciously inviting the Holy Spirit to strengthen his or her faith and to bring his or her life into line 
with faith. In such an instance, you may speak for Jesus in assuring the troubled individual that his 
or her sins have been forgiven for His sake. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 3:8–15 
77. Though the creatures He fashioned in His own image and to whom He gave full free will 

rebelled and disobeyed Him, their Creator did not change. He continued to desire the relationship 
with Adam and Eve for which He had designed them. He could not just let them go. He acted, 
purely in grace and love, to set in motion the saving plan that was in His heart from eternity by 
which He would realize His desire (see Ephesians 1:3–8). The Lord’s questioning was not to gain 
information for Himself but to bring Adam and Eve to a full realization of what they had done. His 
questions were pointed Law, but, as always, the Law was intended to provide the necessary basis for 
appreciating the Gospel.  

78. The man passed the buck to the woman, who was the first to be deceived, and ultimately 
even blamed God, who had given him the woman. The woman shifted the blame to the trickery of 
the devil. 

79. The defeat of the serpent was actualized when God’s Son was born of a human mother so 
He could be Representative Man, to live for us and die in our stead as our Savior. The heel of the 
woman’s Offspring was bruised when He willingly gave Himself into suffering and death in our 
stead as God’s atoning sacrifice for sin. 

80. This Protevangel promised help in very general terms: from the woman’s offspring would 
come One who would defeat the tempter. There is good indication that they believed and trusted the 
Lord’s love and care in their recognition of His hand in blessing them with a son—maybe even 
thinking this son was the Promised One. The Hebrew text does not have “with the help of.” It says, 
“I have gotten a man, the Lord.” The translators inserted “with the help of” to make Eve speak 
English.  

81. We still hide from each one another as we sidestep full openness and honesty and as we 
cover up selfish motivations and excuse actions by which we take advantage of one another. We 
hide from God as we try to ignore His priority claim on us, making our lives revolve around our 
own will and desires, even living at times as “practical atheists” who don’t even take Him into 
consideration in our daily activities. We evade personal responsibility by blaming our genetic 
makeup: “That’s how I am!” Or we blame the environment that has shaped us: “It’s the family (or 
society) I live in!” God still pursues us today with Law and Gospel through His Word, and He often 
sets us up for the impact of its truth by allowing circumstances to enter our lives that force us to look 
beneath the surface. 

82. This lesson tells of the beginning of the struggle between God and Satan, in which 
humanity is both battlefield and prize. The Gospel shows Jesus, the woman’s offspring, in action, 
bruising the serpent’s head and warning against misconstruing His power. 
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The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1 
83. Paul quoted this Scripture to underscore his insistence that proclaiming God’s message is the 

expected result of believing God’s message. It is God’s will for all who hear and believe the Good 
News that they become involved in its proclamation. 

84. Paul was confident that the Good News of Jesus would lead many to new life in Christ and 
finally to be presented with him to God in the presence of Jesus. All Christian preachers and 
witnesses need to know they are acting in the name of and under the powerful authority of Jesus 
Christ. God will not let His Word return to Him empty, but will see that it achieves His purpose (see 
Isaiah 55:10–11). 

85. Paul was wasting away outwardly just by the fact that he was growing older. Add to that 
the press of his duties, combined with the sufferings and deprivations he had experienced and his 
“thorn in the flesh,” and it’s understandable that they would rob him of physical energy and vitality 
(see Paul’s description of these pressures, 2 Corinthians 11:21b–12:10). What was renewing Paul 
was his relationship with the Lord Jesus and the assurance that he and those who were brought to 
faith through his ministry would be raised with Jesus to eternal life. As more and more of those who 
heard his proclamation of the Gospel came to faith in Christ, Paul knew that the One to whom he 
was indebted—and whom he was representing—would be receiving an overflowing thanksgiving. 

86. What makes our present troubles light and momentary is comparing them to the eternal 
glory that awaits us—a glory that far outweighs them all (see Romans 8:18). We focus on the unseen 
by faith. A determined devotional life of Word and prayer helps to bring God’s realities into our 
daily experience. We thus look in faith to Him who has brought God into our frame of reference (see 
John 1:14–18). Tents are set up temporarily and lived in only for a time in that location, only to be 
moved to a new location, like our earthly bodies. Buildings are permanent structures in which 
people live permanently, though they may come and go in their daily activities, like the eternal 
house that has been built for us by God’s hands. 

87. Invite your group to share a favorite Bible promise, and be ready with one or two of your 
own to stimulate their participation. 
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Lesson 6 

Proper 6 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written 

for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold 

fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 4:26–34 
88. A seed grows apart from the understanding or the power of the sower. While scientists 

understand a lot about DNA and have succeeded in identifying the components of the human 
genome, they cannot create components from scratch. The germ of life comes only from the One 
whose creative power gives existence to all, and it operates whether we understand it or not. This 
point of comparison says that in His ministry, Jesus trusted the power of His Word, and that of His 
Father, to accomplish in the hearts of men and women what it was intended to accomplish. In effect, 
Jesus was able to “sleep and get up” without fretting about His ministry of establishing the 
Kingdom. 

89. Our responsibility is to sow the seed of the Word as representatives of Jesus. The parable 
encourages us to trust the Word we proclaim to make things happen according to God’s will and 
God’s timing. Results are the Spirit’s responsibility.  

90. We can work to remove outward obstacles, and we can work to proclaim the Word of God 
as clearly and as winsomely as we can, but we cannot make the Word work in hearts any more 
effectively or more quickly than it will according to God’s will for those who hear the Word through 
us. 

91. A mustard seed is relatively small but produces a relatively large shrub. Jesus’ own ministry 
was small and unimpressive in terms of numbers, but resulted in the Christian Church, which now 
spans the globe and has dramatically influenced civilization, as well as winning people to eternal life 
in Christ. From 120 in Jerusalem to 500 in Galilee to the 3,000 on Pentecost Day and the 5,000 soon 
after, the Church moved into the Gentile world and turned it upside down. By 313 AD, when 
persecution ended, an estimated 1 million people were confessing Christ in the Roman world. The 
little seed produced a large tree. 

92. We are encouraged to see that God values the small beginnings as well as the large results. 
No act of service is too insignificant for His blessing. Weakness of faith and life does not cause His 
rejection but prompts His nourishing care. The end result of our ministry for Christ is to be a 
fellowship in which we together find our rest in Christ (“birds in the mustard tree”) and, wearing His 
easy yoke, enjoy opportunities to meet Him and serve Him as we serve others in their need. 
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93. The teaching and preaching ministry must meet people where they are, addressing their 
basic spiritual needs in clear, uncomplicated ways. Try to impress people with yourself and the depth 
of your theological understanding, and that may be all you accomplish (see 1 Corinthians 2:1–5). 
We should not continue to be spiritual babies who drink just the milk of the Word. We are 
challenged to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18) 
by chewing on the meat of the Word together. Personal Bible study and Bible classes are vital. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 17:22–24 
Be sure to read all of Ezekiel 17 for yourself so you have a feel for how this pericope fits in as its 

conclusion. 
94. Ezekiel’s prophecy, like many other Old Testament prophecies, is best seen as having a 

double reference. Its immediate fulfillment in history was the restoration of Judah through the 
remnant who returned under Zerubbabel. The grand promises that were unrealized by Judah, which 
continued under the sway of neighboring world powers, point ahead eschatologically to the 
messianic kingdom for their ultimate fulfillment. 

95. “I Myself will” stands in strong contrast to the preceding descriptions of the influence and 
effect that Babylon and Egypt had on little Judah. All of this did not just happen, but happened by 
God’s permissive and determinative will. (Isaiah’s prophecy even called Cyrus the Great, the Persian 
king who allowed the remnant to return, the Lord’s “anointed.”) “I Myself” emphasizes that when it 
comes to His messianic kingdom, the Lord Himself will do it and will not work through the actions 
of others. Taking a shoot from a cedar promised that the flourishing and productive kingdom that 
the sovereign Lord Himself will establish will be built on rule by a Son of David on David’s throne 
(see Luke 1:29–33, 68–75). 

96. When the Jews were established again in their homeland, they experienced a strong 
resurgence of seeing themselves as the Lord’s holy people (set apart for Him). Ezra called for ethnic 
purity, remaining “separate from the goyim” (Gentiles). Intermarriage with non-Jews was strongly 
forbidden. They rejected the Samaritans’ offer of help in rebuilding the temple because they were not 
pure-blood Jews—producing the animosity that continued through the centuries. They would not 
allow “birds of every sort” to nest in their tree, except for the occasional proselyte who, in effect, 
became a Jew. Ultimately, however, “birds of every sort will nest” pointed ahead to the New 
Testament Church, the kingdom of the Messiah, sent out to evangelize the nations and draw them 
into Christian fellowship (see Ephesians 3:2–6; Revelation 7:9–10). Entry into the kingdom of this 
“noble cedar” is impossible for people who are full of themselves, who approach in the pride of their 
goodness and accomplishments. It requires people to come in humble repentance and faith that only 
God’s Spirit can engender—and it assures their acceptance on that basis. 

97. The obvious tie is the reference to birds finding shelter in the branches of the tree. Some 
think Jesus had Ezekiel’s words in mind when He told about the mustard seed. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 
Fill-in answers: We groan, being burdened, as we wait for what is mortal to be swallowed up 

by life. 
98. God made us for the “very purpose” of giving us eternal life in “the heavenly house.” In the 

meantime, He strengthens us with the means of grace, Word and Sacrament, through which He 
applies to us the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, obtained for us through Christ, and 
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transforms us to the image of His Son. That transformation, while begun in this life, will be complete 
only at the Last Day (see 1 Corinthians 13:9–12; 15; Philippians 3:20–21). 

99. Modern medicine generally has a humanistic outlook. Life is valued as the most precious 
possession, but is seen only as the earthly human experience, so medical skills are dedicated to 
prolonging that experience. Sometimes Christians fall into this limited outlook just because we are 
surrounded with it in our society. When we resort to heroic measures that will, at best, prolong the 
dying process and will not restore meaningful living, we may be blunting our Christian testimony to 
the life in Christ that is the one true, lasting value. Paul was not encouraging a death wish. We are 
designed by God to live, and under His grace, we should do our best to live long, productive lives for 
Him. There comes a time, though, when we need to know for ourselves, and testify to our world, 
that going to be “at home with the Lord” is better.  

100. As Christians, we are saved, justified by grace through faith, and guaranteed life in 
heaven. But we will stand under Christ’s scrutiny regarding our use of His gifts in lives of 
discipleship. The Bible says of faithful disciples, “Their deeds follow them” (Revelation 14:13). But 
it also suggests there may be some with red faces in the new heaven and new earth, because they 
continually neglected opportunities to serve Christ in serving others (see 1 Corinthians 3:10–15). 
Fear of this judgment may indicate a lack of understanding of and faith in the life-renewing Gospel 
of salvation by grace through faith in Christ, with a resultant lack of taking Jesus’ call to discipleship 
seriously, and the individual knows it. We need not be afraid of Christ; He is our Savior, but He is 
also our Lord, who calls us to serve Him in serving others.  

101. Our goal is to please Jesus Christ by loving and serving others in His name. His love for us 
in giving Himself into death on the cross for us compels us to love and serve Him freely because we 
want to please our Savior. In his First Letter, John says it simply: “We love because He first loved 
us” (4:19). This question is intended to lead into introspection and into action. Some may be willing 
to share (and you surely may) but you can’t insist on this. 

102. Paul’s opponents evidently were challenging his claims to be an apostle of Jesus, possibly 
because he was not one of the original Twelve chosen by the Lord. Some were perhaps accusing him 
of promoting himself for his own sake instead of for God’s sake, for his own aggrandizement instead 
of God’s glory. Others were rejecting Paul’s “blood theology” and saying he was out of his mind to 
promote such foolishness. Paul said he was not commending himself, but wanted them to take pride 
in him as their apostle. He said if he was out of his mind in proclaiming the Gospel, it was for the 
sake of God—and that he was in his right mind for them when he explained the Gospel’s impact. 

103. The only proper response to the One who died for us, with whom, in effect we died, is to 
live no longer for ourselves in a self-styled “freedom,” but willingly to live for Him who died for us 
and was raised. 

104. What had changed Paul’s point of view regarding Jesus Christ was the risen Jesus’ 
appearance to him and His commissioning to be an apostle. He knew that the Spirit of Jesus now 
lived in him. As a result, he saw those who are in Christ by faith as a new creation; the old having 
passed away, the new having come! This question calls for individual personal introspection. Our old 
life has ended; we have power in the Spirit to resist and reject the devil and his works and ways. The 
new life has come; we may live day by day in Christ, assured of His continuing love and forgiveness, 
compelled by His love to live for Christ, serving those around us in love for Him—confident that His 
gift of eternal life awaits us when our service here is ended. 

105. Answers will vary. 
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Lesson 7 

Proper 7 

Almighty God, in Your mercy guide the course of this world so that 

Your Church may joyfully serve You in godly peace and quietness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 4:35–41 
106. “They took Him with them in the boat” suggests that the boat and its sailing were their 

area. The boat perhaps was Peter’s, the same one Jesus had used that morning as a pulpit for His 
teaching. They truly were taking Jesus with them as they sailed the boat across the Sea of Galilee. 
“Just as He was” probably refers to Jesus’ being tired from a long day of interaction with the crowd 
and with the more detailed instruction of His disciples. The pressure of the crowds hadn’t given Him 
time to rest, but now He was expecting to rest in the boat along the way. 

107. Mark was recording Peter’s eyewitness story. Peter easily remembered details like having 
to be aware of other boats sailing alongside and “the thing for the head” he always kept in the boat 
near the stern. These details enhance the eyewitness quality and verify what was being told. 

108. That Jesus slept through the storm indicates two things about Him in His humanity: that 
He had been so intensely occupied with His ministry that He needed to get away from the demands 
of the crowd and fell asleep soon after the boat left the shore; and that He was completely confident 
and at ease in every circumstance because He knew and trusted His Father’s provident care. The 
disciples surely first did everything they could to keep the boat safely under control, but this storm 
grew more severe than most, and it threatened them in spite of their experience as sailors. Then, just 
as we do when things are beyond our control, they turned to Jesus. They had seen Him in action 
and were confident of His love and His power to help them in their need. 

109. Jesus acted in a sweeping way that they did not expect. Perhaps they expected Him to 
reassure them and to pray to the Father with them. Instead, Jesus spoke as the Lord of creation, 
giving the forces of nature commands that were immediately obeyed. They “feared with great fear” 
because they were awe-struck in the presence of this display of divine power and authority on the 
part of Jesus. They knew they were not worthy to be in the presence of One who could display such 
majesty. Their “Who then is this?” suggests that their understanding of Jesus as the very Son of God 
in the person of this Son of Man was just taking shape. They surely saw Him as the Promised One, 
but at this time, they could not fully appreciate that He is more than a man who was blessed with the 
Spirit of God. He is God. That understanding awaited the fulfillment of His work and their being 
blessed with the Holy Spirit by the risen Jesus.  

110. Jesus’ questions were a rebuke, but a gentle one, a reminder that they had a Father in 
heaven who cares, and encouragement to put their trust in Him. He says the same to us when we are 
tested in various ways and begin to act as if He is not really in charge of things in our lives. Once 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2008 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESVTM 
83 

when Martin Luther was depressed and couldn’t throw it off, Katie dressed in black until he asked 
her why. She told him, “The way you are acting, God must be dead.” 

111. As we put our faith in the One who has the whole world in His hand, we can face all 
circumstances with confidence and courage because God has proved His love for us in Jesus. Our 
Good Shepherd holds us safe in His hand. He will not forsake us. What is the worst that could 
happen to us—that we be killed? In that case, Jesus will lead us safely through our dying into eternal 
life with Him (see Romans 8:28, 31–39). 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Job 38:1–11 
112. The rhetorical questions dramatically emphasize the wondrous power and will of the Lord 

in His creation of all things. They ask Job if he has done things that are patently impossible for man 
and possible only for the Creator Himself.  

113. The Lord did not deal directly with Job’s complaints but led him to look beyond the 
obvious—to stand in awe before the Lord, recognizing the folly of his mistrust, and bowing in 
humble repentance.  

114. We learn from Job to let God be God, and to not expect Him to do things the way we 
think they should be done. We need to trust His wisdom—and even more than that, to trust His love 
for us, which He proved in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus. A heavenly Father who loves 
us that much will not play fast and loose with us. We can trust Him even when we don’t understand 
the whys or the hows of life’s situations and circumstances. 

115. God speaking from the storm in Job relates directly to the saving action of Jesus in the 
storm on the Sea of Galilee. The rhetorical questions also strikingly relate to the disciples’ awe-
prompted “Who then is this?” 

 

The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 6:1–13 
Fill-in answers: Paul said he had put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault would be 

found in his ministry. 
116. A minister may become an obstacle in the way of the members of his congregation if he 

does not prepare himself faithfully to teach and to preach the true Word of God, Law and Gospel; if 
he insists on being, or allows people to make of him, a little pope whose preferences and desires 
must be followed in decisions that are to be made; if he is lazy and not diligent in doing the pastoral 
work of his ministry; if he is crude in his speech and sloppy in his appearance; if he is involved in 
sinful or ethically questionable activities, and so on. When a minister’s behavior places an obstacle 
between him and the members of his congregation, the obstacle sits not only as a problem between 
them and him, but may become a problem between them and the Lord.  

117. Paul was able to speak freely and open his heart to the Corinthian Christians in spite of the 
opposition and rejection of some because he knew who he was, a forgiven disciple of Jesus, and 
Jesus’ apostle to the Gentile world. He also was confident that the Gospel he proclaimed was the 
truth, and that it would prevail according to God’s good will. Paul was hoping, of course, that those 
who supported and loved him would deepen their relationship with him, and that those who were 
withholding their love from him, and opposing and rejecting him, would be led to open their hearts 
to him and to his apostolic leadership. 
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Lesson 8 

Proper 8 

Heavenly Father, during His earthly ministry Your Son Jesus healed 

the sick and raised the dead. By the healing medicine of the Word and 

Sacraments pour into our hearts such love toward You that we may live 

eternally; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 5:21–43 
118. Jesus’ reputation as a rabbi and a healer had spread throughout Galilee, so it is not 

surprising that Jairus would come to Him for help. He had nowhere else to go. In his desperate 
need, he humbled himself and begged for Jesus’ help. 

119. Faith is the hand that receives the blessings God wants to give us. A prayer offered in 
doubt or disbelief is no prayer at all. Scripture teaches us that all things are possible with our mighty 
God and Redeemer. We are to trust that He can and will act in response to our prayers. God builds 
our trust through the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Word and Sacraments.  

120. The crowds brought their sick to Jesus, and He healed many. But when the little girl died, 
it is understandable that they thought, It’s too late; it’s too bad Jairus didn’t get to Jesus in time. That’s 
how Mary and Martha felt about Lazarus. We might have the same feelings of resignation—or 
acceptance—when a loved one, for whom we have been praying for healing, reaches the final stages 
of a fatal illness. The reaction of Jairus’s friends may also indicate that while they were ready to 
accept Jesus’ healing of their sick, they weren’t too interested in what Jesus offered otherwise. Jesus 
encouraged Jairus’s faith by saying to him, “Do not fear; only believe.” His “I am the resurrection 
and the life” to Martha and His “Do not fear, only believe” to Jairus encourage our faith and our 
acceptance of His will in all things. In spiritual matters, we may pray unconditionally, knowing from 
the Scriptures God’s will for us in Christ. When bringing material concerns to Him, also life-or-
death concerns, we imitate Jesus and pray, “Thy will be done.” 

121. On three recorded occasions—here, the transfiguration, and in Gethsemane—Jesus 
limited the experience to the inner circle. This incident started out with a large crowd hearing the 
plea of Jairus. The astounding miracle that followed might have caused a popular demonstration 
that could have precipitated a crisis for Jesus before His ministry was completed. He limited the 
witnesses and told them to keep it quiet.  

122. Some who have difficulty accepting the miraculous in Jesus’ ministry suggest that the girl 
was only unconscious or in a coma. That the public grieving had begun establishes the fact that she 
was indeed dead. Jesus said she was “sleeping.” To the One to whom the Father has given power to 
have life in Himself, death is no unconquerable obstacle (see John 5:19–30). The mourners knew she 
was dead; they laughed at Him when He said she was not dead, but sleeping. 
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123. During her illness, the girl probably had eaten little. That she was “awake” and ready to 
eat underscored the complete turnaround involved in this miracle. Peter emphasizes the Lord’s 
continuing compassionate concern for those who are His own. 

124. Jesus told them to keep it quiet, as He did on similar occasions, because the popular 
expectations of the Messiah were earthly and political. Popular reaction to this miracle might have 
stirred things up politically before His “hour” had come (see John 7:30; 8:19–20; 12:20–33; 13:1; 
17:1). 

125. To see our departed loved ones as “asleep in Jesus” and to think of our own deaths as 
“falling asleep in Him” brings us the assurance of being awakened by Him to eternal life. We don’t 
know the details of the time schedule between death in our time frame and resurrection to life 
everlasting in eternity, but to us who still live in a time frame, the Bible says our loved ones who 
have died are “asleep” and that they are “with Christ.” 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Lamentations 3:22–33 
Fill-in answers: The three qualities in the Lord that inspired the prophet’s hope are the Lord’s 

steadfast love, His never-ending mercies, and His great faithfulness. 
126. It helps to know they are new every morning because our need for them is renewed every 

day. In Christ, God puts our sins away as far as east is from west; He remembers them no more 
(Psalm 103:11–12; Jeremiah 31:34). Enjoying God’s forgiveness is properly accompanied by a 
promise that with His help, we will amend our sinful ways. When we find ourselves falling and 
failing again in spite of this, it is vital to know that His forgiving love is not conditional on our 
performance; it is new every morning. 

127. “The LORD is my portion” suggests that the author was a priest (which agrees with 
Jeremiah’s being the author). Priests were from the line of Aaron. They and the other Levites were 
not assigned an allotment of the land when Canaan was conquered and the tribes were settled. They 
lived among the others and were supported by their offerings. So, also in this practical sense, the 
Lord was “their portion.” God’s covenant people of old were called “a kingdom of priests,” and 
Peter pointedly applied that to Christians (see 1 Peter 2:9). We don’t have to attach ourselves unduly 
to an earthly allotment or inheritance. The Lord Himself is our “portion.” Whatever our 
circumstances, we can wait quietly for Him and the fulfillment of the promises of His kingdom. 

128. Sometimes lifelong Christians can seem jealous of those who tell of dramatic turnarounds 
that accompanied their coming to faith in Jesus as adults. But those brought to Christ in Holy 
Baptism as infants, or by being exposed to the Gospel at a young age, and who are nourished 
throughout life by Word and Sacrament are blessed in having always enjoyed the Holy Spirit’s 
influence. This can mean they have been protected from having their consciences and moral 
sensibilities seared by a life of willful immorality. Perhaps they have not had their approach to life 
distorted by deliberate disregard of God and His will because of a proud, insistent self-will. 
However, those who know Jesus all their lives may end up apathetically taking Him and His love for 
granted, without renewal to discipleship. 

129. The Lord does not “willingly afflict or grieve” (cause affliction and grief), but He does 
allow such experiences, and He uses them in our lives to discipline us, and possibly to correct the 
wrong direction in which our lives may be aimed. Disciple and discipline are basically the same word; 
you can’t have the one without the other. 

130. The theology of this First Lesson was demonstrated by Jesus and experienced by the 
parents of the girl restored to life in the Holy Gospel. 
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The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 8:1–9, 13–15 
Fill-in answers: Instead of using gifts for the common good, the Corinthians were using them 

to “one-up” one another. Paul urged a focus on the grace of giving. Since this flows from one’s 
relationship with the Lord Jesus, it is built on the grace of receiving in humble faith.  

131. With Christ as our model, we learn to be sacrificial in our giving. One of the mysteries of 
God’s grace, however, is that joy grows out of unselfish, sacrificial giving. The suggestion is not 
“Give until it hurts” but “Give until it feels good.” Only those who get beyond giving only what they 
won’t miss find that joy. You cannot command a heart’s response—and God will not be satisfied 
with anything less. God’s Son willingly paid the costly price to give us His willing, responsive love. 
The sacrificial love of Christ, who gave His all for us, enables our response of sacrificial love. Only 
generous, sacrificial Christian giving is the appropriate, joyful response to the love He has shown us. 
It gave our Lord joy, and it will do the same for us. 

132. Giving must reflect what we have; if we have much, it is a disservice to our Lord and to 
our brothers and sisters in need to give only a little (see Luke 12:47–48). The one whose 
circumstances and income require that the bulk of his income must be used for his family’s needs 
should not feel bad about being able to give only small amounts—and he may be a poor manager if 
he tries to give too generously. The principle Paul encouraged is proportionate giving, giving 
according to your means (see 1 Corinthians 16:1–2). In many respects, what you have left for your 
discretionary spending is the measure of the generosity of your gift. The tithe is not a law for 
Christians, but neither is it a ceiling. Many Christians who are affluent rise well above the tithe’s 10 
percent in their Christian giving. Not all giving need be to the local congregations. Gifts to synodical 
and district missions, to educational institutions, and Christian social ministries are always 
welcomed and are put to good use in the Kingdom. 

133. When we see others give money generously and give of themselves in loving service, we 
are stimulated to greater giving and love and service ourselves. Paul invited imitation (Philippians 
3:17). Comparing ourselves with others, however, may lead to proud judging, or to our relaxing our 
commitment to giving and serving, or to being content to be “average” Christians and disciples. 

134. Those blessed with much can meet proportionately more of the congregation’s financial 
needs and can contribute to a fund to provide help to fellow members and others in financial need; 
or they can help them directly with anonymous gifts (see 1 John 3:16–18). Relief agencies and those 
who facilitate “adopting” Christian individuals or groups are avenues for helping those we don’t 
know or see. 
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Lesson 9 

Proper 9 

O God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing 

mercy. Grant us the fullness of Your grace that we may be called to 

repentance and made partakers of Your heavenly treasures; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:1–13 
135. Jesus knew that His messianic ministry would occasion the opposition of the Jewish 

religious leaders, and that this would ultimately lead to His death. He did not confront this head-on. 
Instead, He began to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom through word and deed among those 
who would be more receptive to it. Galileans were less bound to tradition than were the people of 
Judea and their leaders in Jerusalem. By beginning in Galilee, Jesus had an opportunity to develop a 
popular following and was able to select His disciples and give them the time and attention they 
needed. The scrutiny of the Pharisees and the opposition of the Sanhedrin would come soon 
enough. 

136. The people of Nazareth were so close to Jesus’ humanity and its humble expression as a 
child and a youth and the village carpenter that they could not get beyond a prejudiced skepticism 
about Him as a rabbi—and especially about His claims that He was fulfilling the messianic 
prophecies of Isaiah, though what they were hearing about His ministry throughout Galilee 
supported His claim.  

137. John’s words about the Light coming to His own and their not receiving Him are some of 
the saddest in the Bible. The people who had the covenant promise down through the centuries did 
not accept its fulfiller when He came to them. They were too involved in their legalistic system, and 
in their own ideas of what the Messiah would be, to listen to Jesus and His call into the Kingdom. 
There’s a warning for us in all of this: we are not to force Jesus into our “system” and insist that He 
meet our expectations. We must humbly let Him be Savior and Lord and let His Word shape our 
lives accordingly. 

138. Faith is the “hand” that receives God’s gift of salvation in Christ, and then learns to trust 
God’s promises and surrender to His will. When the “hand” is closed, or even made into a “fist,” 
God will not bestow His gifts on people. 

139. The mystery of grace deepens, of course, when we understand that faith itself is God’s 
gracious gift, the result of His Holy Spirit’s work in us through the Word. We enjoy spiritual 
interaction with the Spirit that produces this blessed result as we regularly feed on the Good News of 
Jesus in Word and Sacrament, and as we consciously (in the Spirit’s power) exercise our faith by 
devoting ourselves to the loving service He has called us to carry out in His name (see Romans 12:1–
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2). He works out His yes in us as we conscientiously avoid the noes of neglecting His Word and 
rejecting His calls to service. Jesus indicated that a good part of life with Him is experiential. We 
grow in appreciating Him as truth and life as we willingly walk in His way (see John 7:16–17). 

140. Jesus sent His disciples out two by two for mutual support and encouragement, and to 
make them accountable to each other in their behavior and faithfulness to their duties. That He 
charged them to “take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belts—but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics.” “Whenever you enter a house, stay there 
until you depart from there” forced on them a real sense of dependence on their heavenly Father to 
provide for their needs as they ministered and proclaimed the Word. Shaking the dust off their feet 
meant to them that they had done the duties to which Jesus had sent them, and it said to those who 
had rejected their ministry that they were accountable for their rejection. Shaking the dust off 
indicated that they were leaving them on their own. Their ministry reflected that of Jesus in their 
calling people to repent, their driving out demons, and their healing the sick. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 2:1–5 
Jesus avoided referring to Himself as the Messiah (the Christ) because that title had been 

loaded with a lot of political freight over the centuries. From the time of the Babylonian exile to the 
time of Jesus—four and a half centuries—the Jews had enjoyed only a few decades of independence. 
It is understandable that they focused on the prophecies of a kingly messiah who would overthrow 
their enemies and reestablish David’s throne. Jesus’ use of “Son of Man,” while displaying divine 
power in His healing ministry, surely related to Daniel’s prophetic phrase “son of man,” which was 
recognized as messianic, but was not popularly used to refer to the Promised One.  

141. The Lord’s calling Ezekiel “son of man” emphasized Ezekiel’s humanity and his need to 
depend on the power of the Spirit in carrying out his assigned mission. Daniel’s apocalyptic figure 
was one like a “son of man” receiving sovereign power in an eternal kingdom from the Ancient of 
Days and being worshiped by all nations. 

142. That the Spirit set Ezekiel on his feet says that the Lord’s call is inherently powerful to 
produce the desired response to His call, and it emphasizes that the response is accomplished only in 
the power of the Spirit. Ezekiel’s experiencing this must have encouraged him and assured him that 
the Lord would enable him to do whatever he would be required to do as the Lord’s prophet. 

143. Ezekiel was sent to “the people of Israel, to nations of rebels, who have rebelled against 
[God].” These first deportees were the cream of Jewish society. They were the ones who had 
promoted the attitudes of pride and false security that had caused the Lord to judge Judah in the first 
place. They would not listen very readily to one who was telling them it was their fault that the Lord 
had allowed Judah to be conquered, and that the Lord was going to let Jerusalem and the temple be 
completely destroyed. Whether they would hear or refuse to hear what Ezekiel prophesied, they 
would “know that a prophet has been among them,” and would be made all the more personally 
responsible before the Lord. Ezekiel was only responsible for faithful preaching, not for success. 

144. Still today, the Church and its ministers are responsible only to proclaim the Word of God 
faithfully, and in as clear and compelling and winsome ways as they can. But we must leave the 
results in lives of people up to God. 

145. Ezekiel was to prophesy whether or not people responded. Jesus boldly and clearly made 
His claims in Nazareth, even in the face of their surprising unbelief. 
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The Epistle for the Day: 2 Corinthians 12:1–10 
146. Some things are beyond expression! Paul’s exalted experience was the Lord’s confirmation 

for him in his faith and his calling as apostle. It was a personal experience, not intrinsic to the 
message he was sent to proclaim that focused on Christ crucified and risen and exalted as Savior and 
Lord. 

There is no way to pin down what Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was. Some suggest temptations of 
the mind and spirit. Others suggest a physical ailment such as recurrent malaria, epilepsy, or even an 
eye disease of the ancient world that not only affected sight, but also gave the victim a repugnant 
appearance (see Galatians 4:13–15 and 6:11). 

147. The Lord allowed His apostle to continue to suffer from this thorn to help him keep things 
in perspective and not become proud and conceited, but always depend fully on the Lord.  

148. Jesus assured Paul that His grace would be sufficient for him. Instead of lightening the 
load, the Lord often strengthens the shoulders of those He asks to carry it. The thorn would be a 
continual reminder of Paul’s need to lean on Jesus Christ for help and guidance and blessing in his 
work. 

149. Paul accepted the Lord’s analysis of his situation and His decision about Paul’s request. 
He was renewed in commitment to the Lord’s will and way, to the point of boasting about his 
weaknesses instead of his strengths, so Christ’s power would rest on him and be the effective agent 
in his ministry. The Greek base for “rest upon,” episkenoō, conveys the image of spreading a tent over 
that which you claimed as a possession and would occupy. Paul didn’t want Christ’s power just to 
rest on him, but to possess him, to live in him, and work through him.  

150. Paul’s “when I am weak, then I am strong” urges us to remember always just where our 
true strength lies in our mission for Christ in our world. It is not in buildings or programs or 
materials or clever preaching or fellowship activities or a reputation for friendliness or publicity, as 
important and helpful as such things may be. Our true strength lies in faithful preaching and 
teaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Through our own efforts and techniques, we might attract 
people and even build a church, but without the clear Law and Gospel of the Word, we will not be 
building the Kingdom of God. Only the Holy Spirit supplies the regenerating power that will 
accomplish that. Recognizing our weakness should make us emphasize that which gives true 
strength to our mission. 

151. Members of your group may describe their experience of this in their own lives or in the 
lives of those around them. You may stimulate their readiness to do so if you are ready to point to 
some such experience yourself. 
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Lesson 10 

Proper 10 

O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations 

of the devil and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure hearts 

and minds to follow Your Son faithfully even into suffering and 

death; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:14–29 
152. John, true to his calling as the voice preparing the way for the Lord, had issued his 

judgment against Herod for taking his brother’s wife, Herodias, to be his own wife. Herodias was 
known for her immoralities all the way in Rome, where she later became a mistress of one of the 
Caesars for a time. Herod knew that John’s judgment was true, so he silenced John by imprisoning 
him. Herod not only was concerned about John’s popularity with the people, but he “feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man.” Even a despot such as Herod might hesitate to 
execute one recognized as God’s prophet. Besides, he evidently was intrigued with John, ready to 
hear him, but not ready to follow his call to repentance. Herod’s rash vow to grant her daughter any 
request gave Herodias the opportunity to demand the head of John on a platter. 

153. Herod was interested enough in John’s message to listen to him again and again, but he 
was not ready to take the step that John was requiring and break his ties with this woman who was 
giving him what he wanted in other respects. This is true of many who might want to follow Jesus, 
but don’t want to pay the price (see Luke 14:25–35). Herod evidently liked to impress people with 
his largesse. His officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee surely must have 
been impressed by his promise of “up to half of my kingdom.” Of course, Herod never expected to 
have to pay the price demanded by Herodias. Herod was more concerned about losing face in the 
presence of the assembly of important people than he was about correcting his mistake and doing 
what is right. This is often true of those who put forth an image of themselves that itself is far from 
the truth. Pilate, too, was guilty of this. 

154. The three opinions about Jesus were very much like the opinions people had had about 
John himself. Some thought John the Baptist had been resurrected in the person of Jesus. Others 
said he was Elijah, who was expected to return from heaven before the Messiah’s appearance (see 
Malachi 4:5). Unbelieving Jews still today put an empty chair at their Passover table for Elijah, 
waiting for Elijah to appear and usher in the messianic age, but Jesus Himself identified John the 
Baptist as the “Elijah” who would come (see Matthew 11:7–15). Still others said John was a prophet 
like one of the prophets of long ago (see Deuteronomy 18:18). Herod, troubled by his conscience, 
fearfully concluded that Jesus was John reincarnated—the prophet he had beheaded! 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Amos 7:7–15 
For the kings of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, political considerations continued to 

outweigh religious concerns. They continued “the sin of Jeroboam” by promoting the paganized 
sanctuaries at Dan and Bethel. Some, like the notorious Ahab, openly espoused the worship of Baal 
and Asherah and other fertility gods, the worship of which was often expressed in sexual 
immoralities, which appealed to the sinful flesh, but called down the Lord’s judgment and 
condemnation of such abominations. 

155. A plumb line is used to obtain a true vertical line, as when placing studs in the framing of 
a building. Framers know that their plumb is not always 100 percent accurate, but Amos was being 
told that the Lord would no longer put up with any variances from the truth on the part of Israel. 
The places in which they worshiped pagan gods with immoral rituals would be destroyed along with 
their substitute temples. No syncretism would be acceptable to the Lord—and it still is not.  

156. Amos came from Tekoa in Judah, so Amaziah, who was himself a “hired priest,” easily 
thought of Amos as having been hired by Judah’s leaders to go north and create a disturbance by 
prophesying the destruction of Israel. The two kingdoms contended with each other in many ways, 
and sometimes in open warfare, so Amaziah was insinuating that Amos was carrying out a kind of 
psychological attack on Israel. Amos pointed out that he was not a professional prophet. He had 
been a shepherd and farm worker when the word of the Lord came to him and sent him on his 
unsolicited mission.  

Consider Amos 3:7–8 with your group. There were lions in that area at that time, and all knew 
the fear of travelers camped out at night when a lion would roar. Amos was saying, “When the Lord 
roars, His prophets had better listen and do what they are told.” 

157. Amos prophesied degradation and death for Amaziah’s own family. 
158. When we hear the lion, the sovereign Lord, roaring, we will not back away from 

proclaiming a message of judgment against sin and a call to repentance, and offer just a sentimental 
“Gospel” that requires no real commitment or discipleship.  

159. Amaziah’s assurances were preferred by the people of Israel over Amos’s call to 
repentance, just as fanciful ideas of who Jesus was were preferred by many over Jesus’ true person as 
Messiah. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 1:3–14 
Fill-in answers: The mystery of predestination: God chose us in Him before the foundation of 

the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love, He predestined us for adoption 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with 
which He has blessed us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses.  

160. Already in His eternal counsel and will, God’s determination to save lost sinners was “in 
Christ,” to be carried out in the time frame of creation when the eternal Word would become flesh 
and express God’s surprising love in a redemptive life and death as a man. This Jesus is the way, the 
truth, the life. There is neither predestination nor redemption nor salvation apart from Him. 

161. In the ancient world, the family inheritance went to the sons, especially the firstborn, who 
received a double portion. Paul was emphasizing our “inheritance” in Christ. Today, we surely 
could quite properly add the words and daughters. Our translation just eliminates the modern concern 
for equality by using the word generally. 
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162. “Glorious grace” emphasizes that God’s greatest glory is in His choosing and predestining 
us in Christ. He in no way did that because of our merit. It is an undeserved gift of His surprising 
love. This doctrine of gracious predestination in Christ is itself part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Only God would think and act in this way, providing sinners assurance in Christ. Our human logic 
develops natural religion that says we somehow have to find our own way to God through our own 
moral effort, which, when taken seriously, produces in the one practicing it either unwarranted pride 
or warranted despair. Or, our sinful minds reason that since God predestined us unto election, He 
must therefore have predestined others for damnation. This, of course, finds no support in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

163. God’s gracious predestining and choosing in Christ was possible because He was 
committed in love already in eternity to pay the price to free us from sin and hell for life with Him 
(see 1 Peter 1:18–21). 

164. God’s eternal plan will be fully put into effect “in the fullness of time”—when this era ends 
and the new begins and all things in heaven and on earth are brought together under the headship of 
Christ. 

165. We did not choose Him; He chose us, and that by grace alone. We first were brought into 
contact with the Gospel of Jesus through Holy Baptism. God marked us with His Holy Spirit, who 
came to live in us and enable our Christian faith and to enable our Christian life. The mystery of His 
purpose for us is continued and deepened in us as He builds our lives through Word and Sacrament 
in the fellowship of the Church. Your group may have various expressions of this. Look especially 
for expressions that emphasize assurance and humility. Our predestination and redemption and 
salvation are not a result of our goodness and effort. They are assurances of God’s surprising grace 
in Christ. 
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Lesson 11 

Proper 11 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit 

that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, 

and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:30–44 
The first paragraphs play on Jesus’ words and talk about the need of and value of vacations. 

Your group may point out that the 40-hour week and paid holidays and vacations did not come 
about so much through employer awareness of employee needs as through organized employee 
demands. If this leads to a discussion of management-union relationships, go with it for a while. For 
biblical guidance on both sides of the issue, see Colossians 3:22–4:1.  

166. Sheep without a shepherd are directionless and aimless, without protection from the 
dangers that surround them. The people of Galilee needed direction in life and evidently felt that 
need, for they crowded around Jesus and pursued Him because He could fill their needs with His 
mighty power and warm their hearts with His teaching. Their religious leaders had allowed Judaism 
to degenerate into a legalistic system, and they even defended and promoted that system for the sake 
of their positions and their own gain. Legalistic religion appeals to human nature because it is 
“doable,” but the surface performance of religious duties becomes boring and unfulfilling. Legalism 
does not transform the inner person or promote a living relationship with God. The people saw in 
Jesus the promise of something better. Jesus came into the world for one purpose: to seek and to 
save the lost. He saw the real need of people and was always ready to fill it, even when their 
demands interrupted a vacation. 

167. Jesus’ constant readiness to respond to a need is reassuring to us. He is never too busy to 
hear our prayers and is always at hand to give just the help we need. 

168. Jesus’ example teaches us that our need for rest and enjoyment of recreation must not be 
given priority over what we really are here for. The big question in life is not “How much fun am I 
having?” but “How am I using my life to serve God’s purposes?” The person who finds satisfaction 
and enjoyment in his occupation is blessed as he invests himself in it; is doubly blessed if through his 
work he is contributing to society; and is blessed three times over if through his work and his free 
time he is contributing to the proclamation of the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

169. The practical solution surely was to dismiss the crowd so they could provide for 
themselves. Eight months’ wages for a day worker might provide enough for such a crowd—if they 
could find a supplier. Five loaves and two fish surely would not do any good. The practical details 
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come together to emphasize the immensity of Jesus’ miracle. We get so accustomed to speaking of 
“the feeding of the 5,000” that we sometimes fail to think about just what we are describing. Jewish 
men, when going out into the countryside, were accustomed to carrying small wicker baskets 
attached to the cincture around their waists in which to carry provisions—but the disciples’ 
departure from Capernaum with Jesus and the crowd’s hurrying around the lake to find Him were 
not planned. All the food they could come up with was five small loaves and two dried fish. Does 
the fact that 12 baskets were filled with leftovers indicate that each one of the disciples filled his food 
basket in this way? That surely would have made a deep impression on each of them. Think of it: 
more leftovers than what they started with!  

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 23:1–6 
170. The leaders of Judah were destroying and scattering, not by active oppression, but by 

misdirection. Instead of leading the people to repent of combining idolatrous practices with 
perfunctory worship of Yahweh at the temple, and to trust the Lord for His promised protection of 
those faithful to the covenant, the leaders were saying that all was well, that temple rituals and 
political alliances would assure their safety. Their example shows that what you do not do as you 
ignore positives can be as destructive as actively promoting negatives. The result for the people is 
seen in verses 3–4. As discipline for thoughtlessly and faithlessly following their leaders, they would 
be driven out into exile. They would be terrified, and many would be missing. The Lord would 
“bestow punishment” on the false shepherds. That came true in full force when Jerusalem was 
conquered, and the prominent people were killed or led into exile. 

171. The Lord’s solution was that He Himself would “gather the remnant of His flock and 
bring them back to their pasture, where they would be fruitful and increase in number.” 

172. This theme runs throughout the history of God’s people. Events do not just happen, but 
happen as the Lord directs them to happen or allows them to happen. His will for His people is acted 
out in history, often through His use of men and nations who change the course of history, serving 
His purposes unwittingly. 

173. The Lord would see to their continued care by placing faithful shepherds over them who 
would properly care for them in His name.  

Fill-in answers: The Lord promises that He Himself will raise up a righteous Branch, who 
shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 2 Samuel 
describes David’s reign similarly. 

174. Judah and Israel had gone separate ways more than three centuries before Jeremiah’s 
words. There had been animosity and contention and even warfare between them. Israel’s kings led 
her into apostasy and idolatry. The Lord allowed Assyria to conquer Israel, and major portions of 
the population were forcibly settled elsewhere. Other conquered people were settled in their area, 
intermarried with the remaining Israelites, and became the mixed race known as Samaritans. The 
ten northern tribes essentially disappeared in the process, yet Jeremiah’s messianic prophecy 
included Israel along with Judah. The New Testament points to the Church as the spiritual Israel, 
descendants of Abraham because we share his faith (see Galatians 3:26–29). We do not look for a 
time when the 10 lost tribes will be restored as such. Instead, we see the Church, gathered from the 
nations to Christ, as the fulfillment of this prophecy. It says that all of “Israel” will be accounted for 
according to God’s will through His call in Christ. 

175. The King’s name is Yahweh Our Righteousness. Help your group appreciate the play on 
words with Zedekiah. Zedek may also mean “deliverer” or “deliverance,” but when it comes to the 
promised king, Jesus, to whom this points, the meaning that speaks to our hearts in the New 
Testament is “righteousness” (see Romans 1:16–17; 3:21–26). 
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176. The direct tie is the reference to shepherds and to sheep without a shepherd. Having false 
shepherds always results in people wandering without true direction. It is “Yahweh Our 
Righteousness” who came to be our Shepherd and to teach God’s flock many things. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 2:11–22 
Fill-in answers: Paul told the Greek Christians of Ephesus of their former status: They had 

been called “uncircumcision” by those who called themselves “the circumcision”; they had been 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

177. The effective agent is the blood of Christ. It is no longer ethnic bloodlines and obedience 
to covenantal ceremonial laws that bring us near to God, but the atoning sacrifice offered by the Son 
of God for all humanity. 

178. Paul was pointing to the added horizontal dimension of peace between Jew and Gentile 
that has come through Christ. Jesus destroyed the barrier and abolished the Law with its 
commandments and regulations by fulfilling their purpose once for all. Distinction between Jew and 
Gentile, intended to safeguard the covenant of promise, and all the other ceremonial laws by which 
God mediated His grace to His waiting people no longer serve a purpose. In Colossians, Paul called 
them “a shadow of the things to come” (2:17); in Galatians 3:23–25, he compares them to a 
pedagogue, who was to supervise the young and lead them to personal responsibility in maturity. In 
the temple, there was an actual dividing wall on which signs in Latin and Greek warned Gentiles 
not to go beyond the Court of the Gentiles under penalty of death. A portion of this wall with its 
warning was excavated in 1871. Paul’s words were very graphic. His readers understood fully what 
he was describing. 

179. Prejudice exalts self and puts others down. Since Christ died for all and all are saved only 
by grace, we now glorify God by accepting one another just on that basis. 

180. It is vital to life with Christ that we actively work at overcoming hostility toward others. 
Animosity and grudges between us and others become obstacles between us and the Lord (see  
1 John 4:19–21). Happily, believing in Jesus and experiencing His forgiving love, He is our peace—
peace with God, peace within ourselves, and peace with those around us (see Colossians 3:15–17). 

181. As God’s holy temple, we are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets (the 
Word is at the center of our life); Jesus is the cornerstone (determining shape and direction in life); 
we are joined with all other Christians into one building; God lives in us by His Spirit.  

182. A Church on the local level is usually homogeneous, and understandably so. Care must be 
taken, however, that this principle not be applied restrictively. The indwelling Spirit can homogenize 
diverse people into a meaningful Christian fellowship. We must always work at widening our view 
to see the Church catholic, the universal Church, and appreciate the fact that others are at work with 
us in our mission to all nations. The church we see in the world may understandably be divided into 
denominations, and we may indeed have to contend for the truth in love with fellow Christians, but 
we should not lose sight of the fact that the Church that God sees is made up of all who know and 
confess Jesus as Savior and Lord and honor God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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Lesson 12 

Proper 12 

Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in 

You, strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe that in Your 

love You will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 6:45–56 
183. The people wanted to make Jesus their king. But Jesus’ mind was on what awaited Him in 

Jerusalem. He knew that He could avoid what awaited Him in Jerusalem by accommodating their 
earthly expectations, so it was another test for Him. On the very next day, because He would speak 
to their spiritual needs instead of supplying their physical needs, many would turn away from Him, 
and He would ask the Twelve whether they wanted to go away, too—another test. Faced with 
testing that threatened the very reason why He had come into the world, the Son poured out His 
soul to the Father in prayer, and resolutely set Himself to carry out the divine plan of salvation. 

184. Surprisingly, Mark tells us, “They did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts 
were hardened.” It is the same Son of God, their Master, who miraculously turned a little boy’s 
lunch into a meal for a multitude, who now approached them in the storm, walking on the water. 
Jesus wanted them to be fully certain about who this One is in whom they had put their trust, so that 
they, too, would pass the test of what lay ahead. Peter’s eyewitness account was all about Jesus, not 
about Peter. Peter did reveal his weaknesses and failures in this Gospel, but he also did not call 
attention to himself as a hero. As spokesman for the group, the next day in Capernaum, Peter 
confessed clearly, “You are the Christ” (8:29). What the disciples had experienced on that stormy 
night on the Sea of Galilee had softened hardened hearts and made that clear to them about their 
Master. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 9:8–17 
The great flood was the greatest catastrophe, with the most far-reaching effects, that human 

history has known. All of the awesome, destructive power of nature was displayed. Behind it all, as 
the Bible indicates, may be seen God’s continuing concern for His creation, a concern expressing 
itself in this instance in judgment of a society that had become desperately wicked. In God’s 
interaction with Noah and his family may be seen also His reaching out and rescuing, which He 
later did fully in Christ so that His kingdom of grace and glory might be reestablished among men. 
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While some consider the flood a biblical legend, it is striking that almost every human 
society—including the Incas and Mayans of the Western Hemisphere—has this “legend” as part of 
its ancient lore. The stories of some remote Chinese tribes tell of a flood that killed all except eight, 
who were saved by a hero in a boat. Instead of suggesting that these tribal societies copied each 
other’s legends, the universality of the flood stories lends extra-biblical support to its truly having 
happened. 

Some who see the historical reality of the flood reject the possibility of a universal flood, and 
see it rather as a flood that devastated the area that was the cradle of human society, the Middle 
East. They point to other instances in which the Bible speaks in universal terms while really only a 
limited, defined area was involved. 

However, as it tells the story of the flood, the Bible describes a real, whole-earth-encompassing 
event that ended the old and began the new, the earth itself being radically changed in the process. 
“The fountains of the great deep burst forth” suggests an earth rocked by great upheavals. “The 
windows of the heavens were opened” suggests much more than just rainfall (Genesis 7:11). There is 
evidence that at one time, the earth had a uniform, temperate climate, which supported lush 
vegetation even in our present polar areas. Many feel that this uniform global climate was a result of 
the earth’s being enveloped by a dense canopy of moisture as vapor or ice (see Genesis 1:6–7). The 
canopy of moisture served as a blanket that retained the sun’s heat and created a “greenhouse” 
effect. The collapse of this canopy on the earth, combined with a tilting of the earth’s axis, inundated 
the earth and caused quick freezing of the poles. The gravitational weight of the poles caused a rise 
and fall of great land masses, and movements of great amounts of water “sculpted” the earth and left 
it different from what it was before the flood. 

185. The rainbow in the clouds was a new physical phenomenon, never seen before in the 
experience of Noah and his family. It truly became a “sign” that would continually remind Noah 
and all those who followed him of the covenant that the Lord God made with everything living. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 3:14–21 
186. Our growth results when out of the Father’s glorious riches, He “[strengthens us] with 

power through His Spirit in [our] inner being.” Jesus said a person must be born again by water and 
the Spirit to enter the kingdom of God. Here Paul is encouraging a continuation of the renewal that 
is ours through faith in Jesus, through the Spirit who represents Jesus and makes Him personally 
meaningful in our lives. He’s the only one who can make us new from the inside out. Our daily 
prayer must be that the Father will continue to give the Holy Spirit to us (see Luke 11:9–13). 

187. A house is a permanent habitation, in contrast with living temporarily in a tent like a 
nomad. When John was referring to the incarnation of the Word in the prologue of his Gospel, he 
said that “the Word became flesh and [tented] among us” (John 1:14). But here Paul wrote that 
Christ takes up permanent residence in those who believe in Him as Savior and follow Him as Lord. 
He takes up His residence in us and remains in us as His Good News draws us to faith in Him and 
keeps us in faith. He will never leave us, short of being evicted by willful sin and unbelief on our 
part.  

188. We are to put our tap roots deep into Christ’s love. He is the source of life! Without His 
nourishing us through the Gospel in Word and Sacraments, our response of love will wither and die. 
We are to “build our houses on the Rock” (see Matthew 7:24–27). Christ is the one unshakable 
foundation and cornerstone on which we may build our response of love to Him and learn to 
express that response in love toward those around us (see 1 John 4:19–21). 

189. This is like Paul’s saying “the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). Knowledge, like peace, is based on 
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the objective truth of God’s Word. Jesus Christ, God’s Son, has died for sinners, for the ungodly, to 
bring us to God. Whatever we might believe or not believe, do or not do, will not make that untrue. 
When we sink our roots in and build our faith and love on that Good News, it becomes true to us 
also subjectively. Knowing the love of Jesus brings a relationship with Him that is beyond just 
intellectual knowledge. “Jesus is the Savior” becomes “Jesus is my Savior” in our daily walk in faith 
and love (see John 7:17). The dimensions of Christ’s love far exceed our expectations and surely go 
beyond our human logic. Human logic always produces a religion that prescribes how we may get to 
God. Christ’s love unfolds God’s surprise: that in grace and mercy, He has come to us and invites us 
to come to Him in faith. When we invite that truth to speak to us again and again through Word and 
Sacrament, we continually grow in seeing the dimensions of Christ’s love—its width and length and 
height and depth—more clearly than ever before. There is no one and no thing that it cannot 
encompass. As we put our faith into practice (James 1:22–25), we find that “the foolishness of God 
is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” He gets the results that He wants 
in the only way it can be done (see 1 Corinthians 1:18–25). 
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Lesson 13 

Proper 13 
Merciful Father, You gave Your Son Jesus as the heavenly bread of 

life. Grant us faith to feast on Him in Your Word and Sacraments that 

we may be nourished unto life everlasting; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 6:22–35 
190. Jesus accused the crowd of being interested in Him because they hoped to benefit again in 

some material way, as they had the day before. The Greek base of “ate your fill,” chortazō, conveys 
the sense of animals grazing or feeding upon grass or hay until full. Motives are vital because Jesus 
wants a personal relationship with us based on faith and love; He is not content with just outward 
attachment (see 1 Corinthians 4:5). We all are guilty at times of mixed motives as we come to Jesus. 
Try as we might to want Jesus just for Himself, we sometimes come to Him for what He can do for 
us—not just spiritually but also materially. We even may be happy in our life in Him only as long as 
we are healthy and prosperous. One man said, “I try to be sincere, even if I have to pretend a little.” 
We all can relate to that, and it makes us happy that we are saved by grace and live under His grace 
in spite of our imperfect performance or our mixed inner attitudes. 

191. It is not humanly possible for us to get beyond our material attachments, for we are 
physical people with physical needs and desires. We need the Holy Spirit to redirect us and attach us 
first to Christ in faith. Then we may begin to “labor for the food that endures” as a gift from the Son 
of Man. Then, in faith, enabled by the Spirit, we focus on His Good News and on His purposes for us 
in the Kingdom and also in material matters—and we “work” hard at it. 

Fill-in answer: When the people became “religious” and wanted to know what they needed to 
do the works God requires, Jesus explained that this requires something much more basic: that they 
“believe in Him whom He has sent.” It all begins with our relationship with Jesus—with what God 
has done, and is doing, for us. Then our responding motives and actions are enabled and guided by 
the Holy Spirit. 

192. Even though they had seen Jesus’ miraculous sign in His feeding the multitude, the crowd 
continued to press for more. The Jews’ religious leaders, too, kept on asking Him for proof. When 
people are not ready to face and accept spiritual truths about themselves and about God, no amount 
of arguing or evidence will convince them. That Jesus performed the miracle out in the wilderness 
naturally led them to think of Moses and the manna. But now Jesus’ reprimand and His claim to be 
able to give them “food that endures to eternal life” only made them argumentative. They wanted to 
one-up Him. Moses was their greatest prophet, the Lawgiver. They would not easily credit Jesus 
with more than Moses or even with as much as Moses. 
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193. Jesus corrected them by pointing out that it had not been Moses, but God, who had 
provided the manna that sustained their forefathers in the wilderness. They couldn’t argue with that. 
He then directed their thoughts away from comparing the manna with the bread He had given them 
the day before by changing the comparison. The manna from heaven was just physical food to 
sustain bodies; the true Bread from heaven is a person, the one who came from heaven and gives life 
to the world. Help your group appreciate that ego, “I,” is added to eimi in Greek to make statements 
emphatic. And help them see the connection with God’s “I AM,” Ego eimi (Yahweh in Hebrew), as 
He gave Moses his name in Exodus.  

194. John’s Gospel’s theme is this: Jesus is none other than God in human flesh, as emphasized 
at the beginning and at the original ending of his Gospel. The ego eimi statements, as Jesus’ own 
claim for Himself, surely underscore this truth. Jesus’ “I am the bread of life” holds out the promise 
to us that this One who was able to provide for the material needs of the multitude will also be able 
to provide for all of our deepest spiritual hungering and thirsting when we “eat” and “drink” Him as 
Savior and Lord. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 16:2–15 
Fill-in answer: The Lord responded to their need and promised to rain down bread from 

heaven. 
The repeated, very specific instructions regarding the gathering of the manna, with special 

provisions for the Sabbath Day, are typical of the Hebrew mind, which thought in concrete terms 
rather than abstract concepts. They were great storytellers because of their concern for details and 
their repetition of phrases.  

195. Moses let them know that their grumbling had more serious aspects than just their 
complaining about the leadership he and Aaron were giving. They were grumbling against the Lord 
Himself. This may be the case still today when Church leaders find themselves rejected because of 
difficult circumstances in a congregation’s life, even though they are faithfully proclaiming the 
Word. The Lord displayed His presence in “the glory of the Lord” that appeared in the cloud, the 
Shekinah, by which He reassured Israel and guided them in their wanderings (see Numbers 9:15–23). 
The Lord provided food to satisfy their physical needs, but the deeper reason for His provident care 
was so they would know Him as the Lord their God, who had brought them out of Egypt and would 
lead them to the Promised Land. In the Holy Gospel, Jesus wanted the crowd He was talking to—
and He wants us—to appreciate the same truth. 

196. Finding the “fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost” on the ground after the morning dew 
burned off made the people ask, “What is it?” In Hebrew, the question is “Manna?” Their very 
question became their answer. This food in the wilderness, which they had never seen before and 
about which they asked, continued to be known by them and by us as “manna.”  

197. This lesson describes the bread from heaven in the wilderness. It is what the crowd 
thought about when Jesus supplied food in the countryside. In contrast, Jesus declared Himself to be 
the true bread from heaven. 

 

The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 4:1–16 
198. First it says that lifestyle cannot be separated from faith, as if one can believe in Jesus but 

not be committed to discipleship. The Greek word axios, “worthy,” refers to something being of 
equal weight, value, or worth. A Christian’s way of life is to be equal to his or her faith in Christ. 
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Second, we have received a gracious calling in Christ that provides Spirit power to enable us to live 
up to our calling. We don’t determine or create our own calling; it comes from God in Christ. We 
can either humbly receive it or reject it, do our best to live up to it or deny it. 

199. We are to display all humility and gentleness and patience, and bear with one another in 
love, because that’s how Christ has acted and continues to act toward us and toward them. 

200. The key word is one. It occurs seven times in this short, involved sentence. Call attention 
to the trinitarian emphasis: “one Spirit, one Lord, one Father.” 

201. In the body of Christ, we are one with every other Christian, but we enjoy a special 
oneness with those with whom we congregate regularly and with whom we “walk together” (the 
meaning of synod) in confession and practice. Within the body, of course, we also develop Christian 
friendships with people whose love we enjoy. 

202. “Each one of us” receives a charis and thus can represent Christ to others. Note that Paul 
followed his statement with a quote from Psalm 68:18 and his comments in parenthesis. He wanted 
the Ephesians to remember that they were in God’s plans from eternity, and that His gracious gift 
giving was declared also in the sacred Scriptures of the old covenant. Christ and His Holy Spirit 
determine the distribution of spiritual gifts according to God’s will and purpose for us and according 
to our need. God’s aim is not uniformity, but unity in diversity—each one supplying the 
contribution of his or her charis for the common good of the body. 

203. Christ blesses the Church with spiritual leaders “to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” The ultimate goal is Christian maturity—that we “all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” “Speaking the truth [the Word of God] in love” is 
the vital ingredient in providing growth toward maturity. Faith comes from hearing the Word of 
Christ, and it grows as understanding and appreciation of the Gospel deepen (see Romans 10:14–17; 
Hebrews 5:11–6:3). When we carry the Gospel into our daily lives, our Christian experience 
underscores our Christian faith (see John 7:16–17).  

204. Maturity in Christ is manifested in our becoming equipped to resist the winds of false 
doctrine and in our learning to speak the truth in love as we encourage and admonish one another in 
Christ. 

205. We may tend to think of Christ’s “gifts to the Church,” the teachers of the Word, as most 
important, and they are vital. But Paul speaks of each part doing its work. Each Christian must say, 
“In a sense, because of my calling in Christ, I am a most important part of the body. Unless I do my 
part and fulfill God’s purpose for me, it will not be done. There is no one who can take my specific 
place in my web of relationships and in the fellowship of the Church.” 
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Lesson 14 

Proper 14 
Gracious Father, Your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the 

true bread that gives life to the world. Grant that Christ, the bread of 

life, may live in us and we in Him, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 6:35–51 
206. In saying He had come down from heaven, Jesus was claiming His deity as the Son of 

God. With these words, Jesus attached His life and the Good News of the Kingdom that He was 
proclaiming directly to His heavenly Father. This gave an aura of authority to all He said and did. 
The end result of His carrying out the will of His Father would be that “everyone who looks on the 
Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and [be raised up by Jesus] on the last day.” 

207. The Jews argued that they knew Jesus’ roots and parentage, so He could not claim to be 
one who came down from heaven. The people of Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown, stated the same 
objection, and even more specifically when He taught in their synagogue and applied messianic 
prophecy to Himself. Still today, Jesus’ preexistence as the eternal Word and His birth of a virgin 
mother are stumbling blocks to many, even to some “Christian theologians.” 

208. Jesus explained that only those who are drawn to Him by the Father will come to Him. In 
that way, He put this saving activity into the category of things only God can accomplish. This in no 
way implies that the Father did not want to draw the Jews to Jesus. He wants all to be saved, and 
His Son wants to draw all to Himself (see 1 Timothy 2:4–6; John 12:32). The Jews were not drawn 
because they weren’t willing (see Luke 13:34). 

209. Why some respond to the Father’s drawing and others do not is a mystery that has 
confounded theologians from the beginning. Early on, the Church fathers asked, “Cur alii, alii 
non?”—“Why some, not others?” We can only emphasize with Scripture that all are saved by grace, 
and that no one is beyond the reach of God’s grace, but that God allows sinners to say no to Him if 
they will. When we are led to say yes to His call and are drawn to Jesus in faith, we do not credit 
ourselves, as if we somehow are better or more responsive than others; we credit the grace of God 
and give Him glory and praise (see Ephesians 2:8–9). The Father revealed Himself through the living 
Word, His Son, Jesus Christ. He draws people to Jesus because Jesus is the Savior and the way to the 
Father. The only way by which the Father can draw people to Himself is through faith in Jesus (see 
John 14:6).  

Fill-in answers: Jesus again underscored the importance of the assurance He was giving to 
those who come to Him with amen, amen. The great truth He then enunciated is “Whoever believes 
in Him has eternal life.” 
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210. Jesus, the living Word, is the heart of the written Word, the message of prophets and 
apostles. As we listen to and learn from their testimony, the Father teaches us, the Holy Spirit 
enables that teaching in us, and we are drawn to saving faith in Jesus (see Romans 1:16–17; 10:14–
17).  

Once again there is the emphatic ego eimi. Help your group understand that by itself, eimi means 
“I am,” and that adding ego, “I,” adds great force to the statement—and that in the Septuagint, 
God’s name, Yahweh, is rendered as Ego Eimi (see Exodus 3:14). 

211. Jesus reminded them that their fathers had eaten the manna and died, and then stated 
clearly that He is the bread from heaven, which they could eat and not die. 

Fill-in answers: Jesus’ “I am the living bread that came down from heaven” added the vital 
adjective living and became specific in pointing out that the bread He was talking about is His flesh, 
which He would give for the life of the world. 

212. The manna blessed Israel by sustaining their lives during the wilderness wanderings. 
“Which I will give for the life of the world” points to something far greater than sustaining earthly 
life: His giving Himself as the atoning sacrifice to win eternal life for the whole world, including us 
(see 1 John 2:1–2).  

Some scholars suggest that the Jews were offended by Jesus’ saying He would give His flesh for 
the life of the world, not just because that was a lowly, vulgar word, but because in their minds, it 
harkened back to pagan human sacrifice. The Lord had forcefully condemned this abomination that 
was practiced by the Canaanites. But the Northern Kingdom of Israel was broadly influenced by 
paganism, and eventually disappeared under the Lord’s judgment at the hand of the Assyrians. 
Judah also dabbled in paganism, but her exile in Babylon effectively put an end to pagan idolatry 
among the remnant who returned and rebuilt. There is an elemental difference between the sacrifice 
of children to appease or influence the gods and the man Jesus being God’s own sacrifice for sin. In 
Jesus, God lovingly identified with sinful mankind and, in offering up His own Son, redeemed us for 
life with Him. 

 

The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 19:1–8 
213. It is surprising that the Elijah of Mount Carmel became the Elijah of the broom tree and 

the cave.  
214. The Lord responded by sending an angel to provide food that would strengthen Elijah for 

what lay ahead. In the strength of that heaven-sent food, he walked to Sinai. 
215. Horeb, also called Sinai, “mountain of God,” was his destination because that would take 

him back to the roots of the Lord’s covenant with Israel. Elijah was drawn to that holy place for 
answers to his deep questionings. Note that the “forty days and forty nights” enabled by the food 
provided by the Lord corresponds to the period Moses spent with the Lord on Sinai. The connection 
in this text surely was intentional. 

216. Elijah’s experience teaches us to acknowledge the Lord’s will and guidance in both our 
victories and our defeats. Especially victories are occasions of temptation to think we have 
accomplished them in our strength and to expect them to continue. Our disappointments and defeats 
may tempt us to give up, as Elijah did, but also quite readily may drive us to “the mountain of the 
Lord.” 

217. Elijah ate heaven-sent food that strengthened him for his journey to Sinai; Jesus offers 
Himself as the living bread from heaven for our journey into eternal life. 
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The Epistle for the Day: Ephesians 4:17–5:2 
218. Behind the darkened understanding and ignorance of pagans is the hardness of heart 

toward God. Alienated from the life of God, pagans worship the creation and its forces instead of 
the Creator—and easily begin to worship that which makes them “feel good”; without the life of 
God, that’s all they have. In the Spirit’s power, we keep on putting off the old self, and keep on 
putting on the new self, created in Christ in righteousness and holiness. 

219. “That is not how you learned Christ!” brings the power of the Gospel and the Spirit into 
the matter, rather than it being just a law-like command. We live as Christians because Christ loved 
us, not to get Him to love us. Christians must learn to put off falsehood and speak the truth because 
we are all members one of another. 

Delaying a resolution of anger and conflict lets the anger and conflict sit in us and ferment. The 
devil works in such a setting to build resentment and bitterness, which are much more difficult to 
deal with, and may even be enjoyed in a self-righteous way. Given that opportunity, the devil can 
take over a heart. One of the reasons the Lord wants His disciples to “[do] honest work” is so we 
will have something to share with those in need. Consciously practicing Christian charity gives 
considerable Christian satisfaction and encourages growth in the grace of giving. Christian 
communicating aims at building others up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who 
hear. Words plant thoughts into a person’s brain. Words spoken by Christians should encourage 
good thoughts, not bad thoughts, in the brain of the hearer (see 5:4; Philippians 4:8–9). 

220. Paul emphasized the importance of our having the Holy Spirit in us by saying He is the 
one “by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” Paul’s warning is not in a setting in 
which he is talking about sins against God—pride, self-will, blasphemy, despising the Word—but 
about sins against other people. The horizontal displays the vertical. If the vertical relationship is not 
healthy, this will be displayed in the horizontal, and so grieve the Holy Spirit. How else can we 
show real love for God than by loving those whom He loves? Jesus meets us in “the least of these.” 
If we do not actively love those whom we have seen, we cannot love God, whom we have not seen. 
Refusal to forgive blocks the flow of God’s forgiving love to us who also hurt Him with our sin. 
Refusal to forgive and help others implies that we don’t need God’s forgiveness and help as much as 
they do, or that we deserve God’s forgiveness and help more than they do. This flows from self-
exaltation, not from humble faith (see Luke 18:9–14). It grieves the Holy Spirit, who knows our deep 
need better than we do. 

Agape is determined, willing love. Paul is telling us to make up our minds to love and seek the 
welfare of others because Christ made up His mind to do that for us. His love motivates and enables 
ours (see 2 Corinthians 5:14–15). 

221. Practical steps toward getting rid of bad feelings and correcting bad actions begin with 
talking to God about them in repentance, but they go beyond this to personal contact with those 
with whom things are not right. Consciously working to return evil with good will, enabled by the 
Spirit, cleanses and renews attitudes. Practical steps toward practicing kindness and compassion 
involve asking ourselves “What will be in their best interest?” and then acting accordingly in 
Christian love and concern. Exercising that kind of agape love in Jesus’ name strengthens us, as the 
Spirit enables us, to make love consistently a part of lifestyle. Forgiveness is to be given freely, with 
no prior expectations or strings attached, as Christ forgives us daily. A good way to express 
forgiveness to a fellow Christian who has apologized is to say, “I forgive you, and Jesus does, too.”  

222. We can live with the fact that we do sin against others because we live in a state of grace 
under the gracious forgiveness of our Lord Jesus. When we fall into sin, we confess and we are 
forgiven. The only thing that can separate us from Jesus’ love is willful sin and unbelief, which, in 
effect, deliberately reject Jesus and His Spirit’s guidance.  

 


